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News

I
n the 2016 Gen-
eral Assem-bly
Session, Del.
Eileen Filler-Corn

(D-41) has offered two
bipartisan bills continu-
ing her work in making
child care safer in Vir-
ginia.
Ensuring that child care
facilities are licensed,
regulated and safe has
been a priority for Filler-
Corn since 2014, when
she first introduced leg-
islation that would close
that threshold gap for
caring for children in an
unlicensed day care, as
well as requiring child
care providers to go
through an extensive
background check
which includes a fingerprint check
to ensure that these providers are
fully vetted and are who they say
they are.
“As a mother of two, I know first
hand how stressful it can be to not
only find child care, but know that
your child is safe,” said Filler-Corn.

 Last year the General Assembly

passed legislation requiring a fin-
gerprint check for licensed provid-
ers and those who are unlicensed
who care for children receiving a
childcare subsidy. This bill be-
comes effective in 2017. However,
loopholes still remain. “If the law
is not fixed, Virginia stands to lose
$5 million annually through a re-

duction in federal child care
funds,” according to Sharon
Veatch, executive director of Child
Care Aware Virginia.

 Del. Filler-Corn’s first bill, HB
474, requires the Department of
Social Services (DSS) to study
child day centers that are licensed
and exempt from licensure. Addi-

tionally DSS would be required to
review all categories of child day
programs exempt from licensure,
formulate recommendations re-
garding whether such programs
should remain exempt from licen-
sure or whether any modifications
that may be necessary to protect
the health and well-being of the

children receiving care
in such programs, con-
sider such other matters
as may be necessary re-
garding health and
safety requirements for
licensed child day cen-
ters, and consult with all
relevant stakeholders.
Del. Filler-Corn’s second
bill, HB 500, conforms
Virginia’s child care
background checks with
federal requirements.

 Both pieces of legisla-
tion were heard in the
Health, Welfare and In-
stitutions, Subcommit-
tee #3.

The subcommittee
voted to continue HB
500 into the 2017 ses-
sion.

The full Health, Welfare and In-
stitutions Committee then heard
HB 474 on Tuesday, Feb. 9 and re-
ferred it to the House Committee
on Rules. While the bill was tabled,
they did however, direct the De-
partment of Social Services to re-
view both license and license-ex-
empt care.

Filler-Corn Promotes Child Care Safety in the General Assembly

Del. Filler-Corn with parents, grandparents and advocates from
Child Care Aware of Virginia.

Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41)
speaking to her bill, HB 474, in
the House Rules Committee.
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www.kathleenhomes.com • kathquintarelli@erols.com

Kathleen Quintarelli
703-862-8808

1,000+ Homes Sold
Licensed Realtor 27 Years

NVAR Lifetime Top ProducerSee Interior Photos at:

Call Kathleen
today and
ask for a
copy of her
“Satisfied
Client List”

Burke $549,950
Multiple Offers Received

Immaculate home w/ 5BR, fenced
yard, quiet cul-de-sac, all baths
remodeled, deck, remodeled eat-in
kitchen w/ granite counters, recessed
lights & double ovens, gas heat &
fireplace, newer vinyl windows &
sliders, replaced furnace, siding, roof
& more. Walk to school & pool.

Burke  $689,950
Open Sunday 2/21 1– 4

Immac colonial w/ amazing 1200 Sq
Ft deck & screened porch overlooking
trees & stream, remodeled eat-in kit
w/ Silestone cntrs, fin walkout bsmt,
remodeled baths, spacious MBR w/
sitting rm, 3600+ sq ft, new dual
zone HVAC, lovely hrdwd flrs, 4BR
+ den, 3.5BA & more.

Burke $524,950
Multiple Offers Received

Sunny colonial on premium flat & fenced
lot w/ patio + hot tub, beautifully remod-
eled eat-in kit w/ maple cabs, granite
counters, gas range & huge island, 5BR,
3.5BA, fin walkup bsmt w/ rec room +
den, hrdwd flrs 2 lvls, remodeled baths,
walk to school, replaced roof, siding,
HVAC, gutters, fence & more.
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Alex./Landmark $349,950
Open Sunday 2/21 1– 4

Dramatic 3 level condo w/ private GAR,
skylts, updated kit w/ stainless appliances,
granite cntrs & breakfast bar, 2BR w/
vaulted clngs, beautifully remodeled guest
bath, new windows, loft w/ huge storage
rm, MBR w/ walk-in closet, MBA w/ new
tile flr, double sinks, sep tub & shower,
walk to shops & Metro, comm pool & more.

Springfield/Orange Hunt $374,950
Quality All-Brick Townhome

Immaculate TH w/ remodeled eat-
in kit w/ hrdwd flrs, tall cabinets
& tile splash, 3.5 updated baths,
new carpet & fresh paint, fin bsmt
w/ storage, fenced yard w/ patio,
new roof 2016, remodeled MBA w/
double sinks, newer windows, heat
pump & more. Walk to school!
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News

See Community,  Page 15

See County Budget,  Page 4

By Ken Moore

The Connection

C
ounty Executive Ed Long rec-
ommended a four-cent increase
to the real estate tax rate.

But to meet the full request
of Fairfax County Public Schools, he said,
would require a three-cent increase on top
of the budget he built.

Long presented the FY 2017 Advertised
Budget Plan to the Board of Supervisors
Tuesday morning, Feb. 16.

“The budget is a discussion with the com-
munity,” said Chairman Sharon Bulova.

“This is the first step,” said Lee Supervi-
sor Jeff McKay, head of the board’s budget
committee.

“We have to see what the reactions are,”
said Long.

Bulova is scheduled to advertise the FY
2017 tax rate on March 1. At that point,
the board can lower but not increase from
the tax rate advertised.

The projected value of each penny is
$23.3 million to the county, Long said.

“At the current real estate tax rate, rev-
enue growth is insufficient to fund all of
our priorities,” Long told the Board of Su-
pervisors.

But even with the increase, he warned,
there are “many unmet needs and invest-
ment requirements that remain unfunded.”

Each member of the Board of Supervisors
will hold local community dialogues in their
respective districts; then the board will hold
public hearings on the budget from April
5-7.

The board will adopt the final budget on
April 26.

THE FEUD resumed between the School
Board and the Board of Supervisors before
Long’s speech even concluded, with his pro-
posed budget falling $68 million short of
what FCPS Superintendent Karen Garza

says is needed.
“We are dismayed that Fairfax County

Executive Ed Long has ignored the pleas of

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

E
motional independent outbursts
and communal chants of “Fund
our schools” and “Invest in kids”

echoed through the grand amphitheater
just beyond the entrance to the Fairfax
County Government Center.

The same day Fairfax County Execu-
tive Ed Long announced his proposal for

a nearly $4 billion county budget at the
Board of Supervisors morning meeting,
school advocacy groups including IamFCPS,
the Fairfax County Council of PTAs, Fairfax
Education Association, Fairfax FLAGS and
Fairfax Arts Coalition for Education, orga-
nized a rally in the evening calling for the
supervisors to fully fund the FY 2017 bud-
get adopted by the School Board.

That budget, a $121.4 million increase
over the previous year, represents not only

a 6.7 percent increase in transfer from the
county, but also enables Superintendent Dr.
Karen Garza to steer the school system for-
ward with no additional cuts to programs
or services.

Though Garza won’t formally present her
budget to the supervisors until early April,
Long’s $3.988 billion proposed budget falls
short of the current requested transfer to
the school system by nearly $68 million.

“This is not good enough,” said Fairfax

Education Association president Kim-
berly Adams. “Our children are worth
more, our community is worth more, and
Fairfax is willing to invest a few cents
more to make sure our next generation
has a bright future.”

Adams was one of several speakers
scheduled to speak who also included
Debbie Kilpatrick, president of the Fairfax

County Executive: Revenue growth
is insufficient to fund all priorities.
Schools still $68 million short.

About $300 More per Household

More than 50 percent of Fairfax County’s $3.988 billion budget will
be transferred to Fairfax County Public Schools, $68 million less than
FCPS requested.

Fairfax County

Parents, Community Supporters Rally to ‘Invest in Kids’

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Parents and children held up homemade signs urging support for full
funding of Fairfax County Public Schools’ FY 2017 budget as adopted
by the School Board.

Hundreds of parents and community supporters turned out to spread
the message “Invest in Kids” after an advertised Fairfax County bud-
get announced Feb. 16 leaves the public schools system around $68
million short of its requested transfer.
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News

parents, students, em-
ployees and community
members to fully fund
Fairfax County Public
Schools’ budget in FY
2017,” said School
Board president Pat
Hynes in an emailed
statement. “Despite call-
ing for a tax increase, Mr.
Long’s budget signals no
increase to the schools
above last year’s budget
guidance of three per-
cent while increasing the
county’s budget by a
greater percentage. …
This news means that,
unless the Board of Su-
pervisors provides for a
funding increase above
Mr. Long’s recommenda-
tion, Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools will once
again have to make dam-
aging budget cuts that
will reduce educational
opportunities for our
children.”

McKay, head of the
budget committee, im-
mediately countered af-
ter the Board of Super-
visors hearing. He had already read words
from various school officials.

“Expressing to people somehow that the
Board of Supervisors is cutting the school
budget which was again expressed in writ-
ing today,” said McKay, “is just technically
not true.”

“Let’s talk about how we can better meet
the school’s needs but let’s be truthful in
presenting the facts to people about what
is actually happening. While the county has
dramatically increased education funding
every year that I’ve been on board, the state
has fallen further and further and further
behind.”

“There is a point in time in which we have
to lobby the state to fix that problem,” he
said.

The board has increased the funding of
schools by $230 million since FY 2008, he
said during the presentation. “Clearly this
budget doesn’t meet the transfer request of
the schools and we need to do something
to address that.”

VIRGINIA RANKS in the top ten in both
per capita and median household income
but in the bottom 10 for state funding of
public education, according to county docu-
ments.

“As the county has been saying for many
years, the state is not meeting its share of
funding for K-12 education in Fairfax
County,” Long said.

“That puts a tremendous strain on other
parts of our budget when the state doesn’t
come through,” Long said.

“That’s an awful lot for our citizens to

bear,” said Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Spring-
field) of the proposed tax increase. “I’m
hoping we can do something with our com-
munity to take the burden off the backs of
our taxpayers.”

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock)
called it a “dark and dreary and ugly day.”

“We are getting squeezed by national eco-
nomic forces that are the worst in our life-
times,” he said. “This is where it comes to
roost. Right here.”

“We’re going to have to get out a pencil
and figure out where we can find some sav-
ings,” said Cook. “Four pennies is nothing I
can swallow.”

“I’m not gloomy,” said Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill). “Four cents
sounds like an awful lot, but I can tell you I
feel stronger in the way that we can sup-
port the schools, and the ways we can sup-
port the community.”

The countywide average assessment for
all homes is $527,648, and the owner of a
home valued that much would see $304
increase in property taxes. The county av-
erage assessment for a single family house
is $632,507. Assessments vary by location.
In Great Falls, the average is $1,055,249.
In Centreville, the average is $385,089.

CRITICAL ITEMS included in the budget,
according to Long: FCPS operating increase
of three percent; FCPS infrastructure invest-
ment; improvements in county employee
compensation; investments in public safety
including increased staffing, beginning
implementation of Ad Hoc Police Commis-
sion recommendations and Diversion First,

Hunter Mill District Community
Summit

Saturday, Feb. 20, 8:30 a.m.
Vienna Fire Station: Flame Room, 400

Center Street South, Vienna

Mount Vernon District Town Hall
Meeting

Saturday, Feb. 27, 9:30 a.m.
Walt Whitman Middle School, 2500

Parkers Lane, Alexandria

Sully District / Sully District Council
Budget Meeting

Monday, March 7, 7 p.m.
Rocky Run Middle School - “Little Theatre”

- 4400 Stringfellow Road, Chantilly

Providence District Budget Council
Budget Town Hall Meeting

Wednesday, March 9, 7 p.m.
Providence Community Center - 3001

Vaden Drive, Fairfax - Multi-Purpose Room 2

Mason District Budget Meeting
Wednesday, March 16, 7 p.m.
Mason District Government Center, 6507

Columbia Pike, Annandale - Main Community
Room

Budget Town Hall Meetings
Springfield District Budget Meeting

Wednesday, March 23, 7 p.m.
West Springfield Government Center -

6140 Rolling Road, Springfield - Community
Room

Dranesville District Budget Meeting /
McLean Citizens Association (MCA)

Wednesday, March 23, 7:30 p.m.
McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside

Avenue, McLean

Braddock District Budget Meeting
Monday, March 28, 7:30 p.m.
Robinson Secondary School - “Recital Hall”

- 5035 Sideburn Road, Fairfax

Lee District Association of Civic
Organizations Community Budget
Meeting

Wednesday, March 30, 7 p.m.
Lee District Governmental Center - 6121

Franconia Road, Alexandria

Dranesville District / Great Falls
Citizen’s Association Budget Meeting

Thursday, March 31, 7 p.m.
The Great Falls Grange, 9818 Georgetown

Pike, Great Falls

County Budget Presented

Photo by Ken Moore/The Connection

The Board of Supervisors is scheduled to adopt the FY 2017 Budget on
April 26. Chairman Sharon Bulova is scheduled to advertise the FY 2017
tax rate on March 1.

Photo by Ken Moore/The Connection

County Executive Ed Long balanced this year’s
proposed budget with a three-cent increase on
real estate, but recommends a four-cent increase.

staffing for new police station in South
County; spending on Human Services, in-
cluding full funding for this year’s intellec-
tual disability graduates.

Several issues contribute to the revenue
challenges, Long said.

❖ The local economy underperformed the
national economy from 2011 - 2014.

❖ High office vacancy rate in the county
– over 20 million square feet vacant out of
116.5 million square feet. As of mid-year
2015, direct office vacancy rate was 16.5
percent, highest since 1991, when it was
16.8 percent.

❖ Local real estate market is

underperforming the nation, so county’s FY
2017 real estate tax growth lower than an-
ticipated.

But “looking forward,” Long said, “there’s
reasons for optimism. I’m optimistic about
our local economy.”

The board adopted the Economic Strate-
gic Plan, he said.

“The Silver Line is going ahead full steam
and we are going to see that opening up in
2019-2020. That gives reason for opti-
mism,” he said.

“And all the rezoning in Tysons and
Reston, I’m extremely optimistic we are
going to grow our commercial base.”
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

Rehoboth Beach, DE, May 9–13.........................................................$659
Spend 4 nights at the Atlantic Sands Hotel on the Boardwalk. Walk to Shops,
Restaurants & Live Theatre. Includes Motorcoach transportation from Vienna or
Rockville. 1 Luncheon, porterage & taxes.

IRELAND including the NORTH! May 22–June 1........................$3,199
Includes non-stop air from Dulles, 9-nights hotels with full Irish Breakfast, Daily
Sightseeing, Tea & Scones, Irish Coffee, 8 Dinners, deluxe Motorcoach in
Ireland. Call for detailed itinerary.

Canada & New England Cruise from Baltimore June 23 to July 2 ..$570
9 nights cruising on RCCL’s Grandeur of the Seas. All Meals & Entertainment –
call for itinerary.

News

By Denene Crabbs

I
f you cringe when you think
of tax season, you’re not
alone. Each year Northern Vir-

ginia business owners rally to get
their W2s and 1099s mailed by the
Jan. 31 deadline while employees
and independent contractors be-
gin gathering their documents to
take to their tax preparer. The pro-
cess of organizing receipts, search-
ing for lost statements, and deter-
mining which expenses may be
worth the time to calculate can
often add stress to the already
many demands upon Northern Vir-
ginia families. Tax preparation
questions often go unanswered as
taxpayers don’t want to incur ad-
ditional accountant fees.

To ease this anxiety, one local
business owner, Melissa Khoo of
Liberty Tax Service Fairfax Station,
is taking an innovative approach
to addressing taxpayer concerns.
With over two decades of experi-
ence as a Certified Tax Auditor,
Khoo and her team of experienced
Tax Preparers are providing free
seminars with question and an-
swer sessions to inform taxpayers
how to prepare for this year’s tax
season and plan future tax-saving
strategies.  Seminars will cover a
variety of topics and frequently
asked questions such as “Do I have
enough medical expenses for a
deduction?,” “I sold and bought
another home this year. What ex-
penses can I deduct?” and “Is a
SEP or SIMPLE IRA better for my
small business?“ All events are free
and open to the public. While
seminars are tailored to various
occupations, taxpayers may attend
the event that works best for their
schedule, regardless of occupation
or retirement status. Each seminar
concludes with a question and an-
swer session open to all.

Free Community Education Helps
Take Stress out of Tax Season

Upcoming Seminars

Liberty Tax staff David Spain and Susan Spaulding. The
Fairfax Station-based business is providing free seminars
with question and answer sessions to inform taxpayers
how to prepare for this year’s tax season and plan future
tax-saving strategies.

❖ “Tax Considerations for School and
Government Employees” — Sunday,
Feb. 21, 2—3p.m., repeated on Wednes-
day, Feb. 24, noon-1 p.m.

❖ “Tax Considerations for
Homeowners and Real Estate Investors”
—

Saturday, Feb. 27, 4-5 p.m., repeated
on Wednesday, March 2, noon-1 p.m.

❖ “Tax Considerations for Indepen-
dent Contractors and Business Owners” —
Sunday, March 6, 2—3 p.m., repeated on

Wednesday, March 9, noon-1 p.m.
All free seminar/Q&A sessions will be

held at the Liberty Tax Service office,
5622-G Ox Road, Fairfax Station, lo-
cated north of the Ox/Burke Centre
Parkway intersection. Call 703-323-
5580 or email
fairfaxstn@libertytax.com to reserve
your seat at least one day prior to semi-
nar date.

Denene Crabbs is a freelance writer and
Fairfax Station resident.
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Serving Breakfast
Saturdays 8-11 AM & Sunday 8 AM-3 PM

5765-C Burke Centre Pkwy • Burke • 703-239-9324

10% OFF
Entire Check

50% OFF Lunch
Buy one and get 50% Off

2nd item of equal or lesser value.
Offer expires 3/15/16.

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 3/15/16.

Not valid with any other offers.

for
Homemade Burgers,

Pizza, Pasta, Soups, Salads,
Steaks, Friendly Service

& Cold Drinks

Build Your
Community

Support Your
Local Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

N
atasha McKenna died a little
more than a year ago on Feb. 7,
2015. McKenna, with a long his-
tory of severe and often un-

treated mental illness, had been deteriorating
in the Fairfax County Adult Detention Center
since Jan. 26, 2015, arriving directly from re-
lease from the hospital on an outstanding war-
rant from the City of Alexandria charging fe-
lonious assault on an Alexandria police officer.

We can’t know whether new efforts to pro-
vide people in mental health crisis might have
saved her life if they were available and put in
place early in this particular crisis, which ap-
pears to have begun a month before her death.
McKenna’s death is a terrible tragedy, and no
new program will remove that horror.

But it’s clear that treatment rather than jail
can make all the difference for many people
who come into contact with law enforcement
in a mental health crisis. Diversion First is a
collaborative effort in Fairfax County to reduce
the number of people with mental illness in
the county jail by diverting low risk offenders
experiencing a mental health crisis to treat-
ment rather than bringing them to jail.

Sheriff Stacey Kincaid estimates that 40 per-
cent of detainees at the Fairfax County Adult
Detention Center have mental illness. Notably,
it is far more expensive to house someone in
county jail than to provide treatment.

The collaborative effort was in no small part
launched by Supervisor John Cook when he

asked that the Board of Supervisors to add cri-
sis intervention training to the scope of work
of the Ad Hoc Police Practices Review Com-
mission. The Mental Health subcommittee
along with the Community Services
Board, the Sheriff’s Department, police
and mental health advocates set and
met an aggressive agenda and timetable
for implementation, with the program actually
beginning in less than a year, on Jan. 1, 2016.
In the first month, the Merrifield Crisis Re-
sponse Center handled more than 100 cases
involving police and people in mental health
crisis.

Merrifield Crisis Response Center operates
as an assessment site where police are able to
transfer custody of nonviolent offenders who
may need mental health services to a CIT-
trained officer or deputy assigned there, in-
stead of taking them to jail.

How far-reaching, life-saving and resource-
preserving Diversion First will turn out to be
will depend on how it is implemented and the
discretion and policies of the police and pros-
ecutors, among others.

Freedom of Informa-
tion on Life Support in
General Assembly?

Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) cites FOIA on life

support in his blog oxroadsouth.com:
“Last week, the Assembly passed SB 202,

which undid a major push eight years ago to
ensure that all of our public spending was

‘online’ and searchable by ordinary citi-
zens. This, of course, meant disclosing
the salaries of public employees over a
certain income level. However, SB 202

has undone all of that, which means that you
will no longer know how much a public em-
ployee (even a city manager) is paid unless
you make a formal FOIA request. (Because we
all have time to do that).

“This bad idea passed on a 27-12 vote.
“Today the Senate passed SB 552 which is

even more sweeping. It actually prohibits from
disclosure not just the salary information but
even the names of public safety personnel, in-
cluding the Sheriff, the Chief of Police and the
Fire Chief.

“On the floor today, I pointed out that a Chief
of Police could put his own family on the pay-
roll and be protected from disclosure. This
could also be an issue if a law enforcement
agency hires an officer with a poor record from
another jurisdiction — and nobody knows.
Again, who are we protecting?”

“Again, the bill passed 25-15.”
“If I’m making a veto list, these two are defi-

nitely on it.”
We agree.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Fairfax Presses Ahead with Diversion First
When police encounter someone in mental health crisis, they can
transport them to Merrifield Crisis Response Center instead of jail.

Editorial

By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

T
he fifth week of the Gen-
eral Assembly Session
brought some long days

and nights as we rushed to com-
plete work on bills before our mid-
session deadline called “Cross-
over.”

First the Senate passed legisla-
tion to plug a hole in the North-
ern Virginia 2.1 percent regional
gas tax that is used to fund tran-
sit. This legislation was the top

priority for
Fairfax, Prince
William and
Stafford coun-

ties. It now goes on to an uncer-
tain future in the House of Del-
egates, but without the legislation,
localities will be under even more
pressure to raise real estate taxes
if we expect to maintain the same
level of transit service.

Eleven of my bills have passed
the full Senate with two more still
waiting for final passage. One bill
involved improving the fairness of
protective order proceedings and
another ensured that Virginians

can enforce
subpoenae in
civil and crimi-
nal cases in
Virginia due to
a recent Su-
preme Court
of Virginia
opinion.

My legisla-
tion to help close the Digital Di-
vide moved through committee
this week. Today’s children learn
digitally and digital literacy is a
key job skill in a modern
workforce. However, low income
families often cannot afford de-
vices or broadband connections.

After I learned Fairfax County
was using electronic textbooks and
failing to provide computers for
low income families to use them
at home, I introduced legislation
to require any school using elec-
tronic textbooks to provide a digi-
tal device to every student. The
legislation was vetted and ap-
proved by the Joint Commission
on Technology and Science but
was tabled in the House. Last
week, the Senate Education,
Health and Welfare Committee

passed the bill on a 14-1 vote.
The proliferation of companies

providing background checks for
people has led to an increase in
dissemination of inaccurate infor-
mation. This severely limits Virgin-
ians’ opportunities, especially in
employment and housing. My leg-
islation to create a Virginia-based
cause of action to remedy these
situations and hold companies ac-
countable for putting out inaccu-
rate information passed the Sen-
ate.

Several of my law firm clients
and lawyers in Northern Virginia
have told me that some orthope-

The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: south@connectionnewspapers.com

Write

Regional Gas Tax, Digital Divide and Identity Protection
dic practices are refusing to see
individuals who have suffered in-
juries in vehicle collisions — even
if they have insurance. My bill to
require insurance companies to
contractually prohibit doctors
from refusing patients based on
how they were injured was con-
tinued to 2017 so we can convene
meetings between insurance com-
panies, doctors, and other stake-
holders to mediate a resolution.

If you have any feedback, please
send me a note at
scott@scottsurovell.org. It is an
honor to serve as your state sena-
tor.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

K
evin Earley said he’s living proof
that Diversion First works. Earley
has been living with bipolar dis-
order and had his last episode in

2007. “I was tasered, I broke the law and
endangered myself,” he said.

Earley was picked up by a Fairfax County
Police officer who had received Crisis In-
tervention Team training and driven to the
hospital, not the adult detention center.

Earley said the officer spoke with a calm
tone and “treated me with dignity and re-
spect. The smallest gesture can mean the
world.”

He was linked with a case manager “who
loved and cared for me,” and he also ben-
efitted from other psychological and fam-
ily support.

“I was sick and needed help, support, not
jail time,” Earley said. “It shouldn’t be a
crime to live with mental illness.”

Now Earley works as a recovery special-
ist with the Fairfax-Falls Church Commu-
nity Services Board. He spoke to a room full
of reporters and supporters on Feb. 11 at
the CSB Merrifield Crisis Response Center,
a massive Fairfax County-owned facility for
mental illness treatment services located off
Gallows Road in Fairfax.

THAT DAY a panel of government leaders
explained the new program Diversion First,
the main goal of which is to prevent people
with mental illness from unnecessarily fill-
ing up the jail. To create more success sto-
ries like Earley’s.

Fairfax County Sheriff Stacey Kincaid said
about 40 percent of the jail’s inmate popu-

lation has mental illness. “It used to be
something taboo for people to talk about
or report,” she said.

After an intensive study of the mental
health program in place through the
Sheriff ’s office in Bexar County, Texas,
Kincaid said her office has been making
changes such as the relocation of women
with mental illness to a separate housing
area and change in release time to 8 a.m.

Kincaid also commented that the Diver-
sion First program was “quite a bit” in re-
action to the in-custody death of Natasha
McKenna just over one year ago. Video was
released of McKenna, an African American
woman with mental illness, being tased
numerous times by Fairfax County deputies
while she struggled during an effort to
transport her to Alexandria City jail.

“It certainly pushed this forward,” Kincaid
said.

Prior to Diversion First, deputies might
bring an individual with mental illness to
the CSB for evaluation or treatment, but
then be responsible for waiting with them,
sometimes for many hours, until they could
be seen.

Now, a deputy and police officer will be
stationed at the Merrifield Center for 21.5
hours every day for other officers and depu-
ties to hand off custody and then return to
duty.

“The officers love this, the morale is
good,” said Fairfax County Chief of Police
Edwin Roessler. “We do have gaps” in po-
licing, he said, “especially where we serve
those with mental health episodes. The
majority of our use of force incidents are
with those suffering mental health crisis.”

For their part in Diversion First, Roessler
has also been working towards getting 100

percent of officers trained in Crisis Inter-
vention Team. This year, 176 officers have
already received the training, he said. CIT
is a Commonwealth of Virginia-certified
program that teaches officers about what
it’s like to live with mental illness as well as
procedures for de-escalating critical epi-
sodes both in the field and jail.

“This is a great first start,” he said. The
police are also implementing a new Criti-
cal Decision-Making Model based on polic-
ing in Scotland, the Chief said, and are the
first department in the country to do so.

The model is “the backbone of CIT,” said
Roessler. “The goal is to preserve the sanc-
tity of human life.”

In the first month of implementing Diver-
sion First (Jan. 1-31), Roessler said field
officers have conducted 265 mental health
investigations. Of those, 40 percent involved
the Merrifield Center and 39 percent had
participation from a CIT-certified officer or
officers.

Once an individual with mental illness
arrives at the CSB Merrifield Center, either
under their own power or in custody, they
check in, undergo a preliminary interview
and psychological and medical evaluation.
From there, CSB staffers determine whether
treatment or further transport to the hospi-
tal is necessary.

Roessler said Diversion First isn’t meant
as a pass from jail for serious offenders or
violent crimes. But empowered by Diver-
sion First, officers may use their discretion
in determining lawlessness.

IF JAIL AND HOSPITAL are ruled out for
the individual, a problem currently being
tackled by the General Assembly is hous-
ing. The local psychiatric hospital in Fairfax
County is the Northern Virginia Mental
Health Institute in Falls Church on the
INOVA campus, with 123 beds.

Those include emergency psychiatric
beds, involuntary beds and forensic beds,
said Tisha Deeghan, executive director of
the CSB. Deeghan said it’s a statewide prob-
lem that facilities such as the Institute in
Falls Church don’t have the capacity to
handle all the referrals.

“We’re working in Richmond to resolve
it,” she said. If there is no room in Falls
Church, officers or deputies then try taking
the individual to another facility outside of
northern Virginia.

Kincaid encouraged people to contact
their elected officials about building a new
mental health facility to add capacity in
northern Virginia.

“It’s the right thing to do,” said Board of
Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova, who
explained there’s a three-to-five-year fund-
ing mechanism in place to increase the ca-
pacity and services of the CSB. “There’s sav-
ings in having someone not live in jail, but
receive services and continue to live in the
community.”

For more information about Diversion
First, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
diversionfirst.

Fairfax County officials announce Diversion
First program designed to help individuals
get treatment not jail time.

Taking the Crime
out of Mental Illness

CSB Chairman Gary Ambrose
said the Diversion First program
has taken on “a dynamism of its
own” after taking several years
to initiate.

Fairfax-Falls Church Community
Services Board Recovery Special-
ist Kevin Earley lives with bipo-
lar disorder and is thankful to
diversion for the way he was
treated during his last mental
illness episode.

Seated, from left, a panel including Fairfax-Falls Church Community
Services Board Recovery Specialist Kevin Earley, Fairfax County Chief of
Police Edwin Roessler, Fairfax County Sheriff Stacey Kincaid, CSB Chair-
man Gary Ambrose and Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock) speaks on
the merits of the new Diversion First program which puts direct offend-
ers with mental illness in treatment centers instead of jail.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Dr. Jim Kelly (left), Emergency Services manager at the CSB Merrifield
Center explains to reporters how individuals in custody enter the facility
via a sally port. If they’re struggling or in a more extreme state, they’re
taken to a separate emergency interview room.
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Where Your Dental Needs
Come First!

Family Dentistry

• Crowns, Bridges, Partials,
   Full Dentures and Implants

• Denture Relining,
   Dentures and Partials
   Repaired While You Wait

• Saturday and Evening
   Appointments Available

• Most Insurances Accepted

• Free Invisalign Consultation

Raja Gupta, DDS
Dental First Associates, LLC

9570 A Burke Road, Burke, VA
in Burke Village II

703-323-9394
yourdentalfirst.com

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

Includes Exam,
Cleaning (in absence

of gum disease)
and X-rays

(Regularly $288)

Se habla
Español

$99$99

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

U
nder a blanket of February frost,
summer might seem light years
away, but it’s closer than one
might think. As coveted slots fill

at some of the area’s most sought-after
camps, now is the time to begin planning,
say camp directors. With options ranging
from sailing to fencing, narrowing down the
decision can be daunting. That’s why local
camp fairs can be a valuable one-stop-shop-
ping service for choosing summer activities.
Hundreds of camp representatives will be
on hand for the Northern Virginia Camp and
Summer Fun Expo on Feb. 20-21 at 2100
Dulles Town Circle, Dulles.

“We will have a lot of exhibitors in one
location so that parents can see a variety of
camps to make sure that their children have
a fun summer,” said Samantha Carter of
Washington Parent, the event’s sponsor.
“There are programs to fit every budget.”

Camp fairs, says Carter, offer parents an
opportunity to meet representatives from a
variety of camps, gather information and
ask questions. “We have camps from all up
and down the eastern seaboard, even as far
away as Maine.”

With so many choices, narrowing the list
of options can leave many parents feeling
flummoxed. Camp experts shared a few key
factors parents should consider before set-
tling on summer camps to help avert un-
pleasant surprises.

“First, I think that parents should take
their children into consideration, and the
kinds of activities they like to do and
whether they are being offered at the camps

they are looking at,” said Kevin Rechen,
Summer Camp director for Norwood School
in Bethesda, Md.

It’s a good idea to inquire about the
camper to staff ratios and the types of staff
the camp will hire, such as adult teachers
or activity specialists. “Who are the indi-
viduals who will watch over the campers
and what kinds of licenses do they have?”
asks Francesca Reed, a mother of two and
associate vice president for Enrollment
Management at Marymount University in
Arlington.

Safety and medical considerations are
also key factors to consider, especially for
children who have allergies or other medi-
cal issues. “Is there a nurse on site?” asks
Stacie Gottlieb, director of Summer Pro-
grams at Bullis School in Potomac, Md.
“What safety and medical procedures [does
the camp] have in place?”

Reed suggests parents also inquire about
a camp’s drop off and pick up times, avail-
ability of after-care services and whether
fees are charged for late arrivals. “Some of
the basic questions are the cost and any
additional fees that might not be apparent,”
said Reed. “Find out the camp’s reimburse-
ment policy in case you have to cancel be-
fore camp starts or while it’s in session.”

For parents who have more than one child
who will attend camp, Rechen suggests
looking for camps that offer an assortment
of activities that appeal to children of dif-
ferent ages. “For the sake of convenience,
it’s key for a lot of parents to have all of
their children in one camp, so they don’t
have to make multiple trips each and every
day,” he said. “Having a variety of programs
for a wide age range also allows younger
children to see the activities that they have
to look forward to as they get older.”

Local camp fair
offers sampling of
summer programs.

Time To Plan for Kids’
Summer Camp Adventures

Summer Camp Fair
The Northern Virginia Camp and Summer Fun Expo
Feb. 20-21, Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Sunday, 11

a.m.–4 p.m.
2100 Dulles Town Circle, Dulles

Photo courtesy of Norwood School

Now is the time to plan for summer camp, say experts.
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

B
eams of neon light flash around a
dark room. Young Star Wars fans
from a galaxy not so far away
wield light sabers and move with

carefully choreographed steps. These Jedis-
in-training are undergoing a fantasy com-
bat training that melds martial arts with
light saber fighting, Star Wars-style.

“Star Wars fans are the ultimate martial
arts enthusiasts. Star Wars is 100 percent
developed on the concepts and philosophies
of martial arts …
the use of the
sword, the belief
structure,” said
Michael Dietrich
of Dietrich’s Ka-
rate Fitness and
Life Skills in
Burke. “Now we
have an opportu-
nity to invite stu-
dents because of their interest in the movie.
It’s an easy way to bring them into our
schools and show them what martial arts
are all about.”

Building on the hype surrounding the re-
cent release of ”Star Wars: Episode VII - The
Force Awakens,” Dietrich began offering
classes at his newly created “Laser Saber
Academy.” Students sign up for a six-week
class, where they learn how to use a light
saber, tap into “The Force,” and improve
their focus, discipline and determination.

“Any time a new movie or TV show comes
out that features a robot, there is a spike in

interest in robotics,” said Dan Gallagher of
RobotWorks in Burke. “Every kid I’ve talked
to since the Star Wars movie came out wants
to know how BB-8 works. Before that, they
talked about other robots like Wall-E, R2D2,
and Baymax.”

At RobotWorks, Gallagher’s students learn
basic robot design, construction and pro-
gramming. “In general, though, kids are
always interested in robots and how they
work. Robots are fun,” said Gallagher.
“Building robots is even more fun, so we
see a steady interest that might jump a little
when a new movie robot makes an appear-
ance because it acts as a reminder of that
interest — bringing it back to the front
burner.”

The concepts of the Star Wars universe
are seeping into the extracurricular class
choices at local schools, with students opt-
ing to take offerings like robotics and 3-D

modeling. “I
think that there is
some interest in
our STEAM (Sci-
ence, Technology,
Engineering, the
Arts and Math-
ematics) activi-
ties that grows
from sci-fi movies
like Star Wars,”

said Richard Rho, director of Technology
Education and Innovation at St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes School. “I have had students
3D model and print the Tie Fighters and X
Wing from the movies as well as talking
about how we could create our own BB-8
droid in the robotics lab as the off season
project.”

Educators say that such activities are fun
and engaging while also educational. “It’s
great students are getting inspired by the
movie to create ideas and designs and
spreading that interest with the rest of our
community,” said Rho.

Movie’s popularity
leaves fans wanting to
feel “The Force.”

Star Wars Fans Flock to
Local Classes

Photo courtesy of Dietrich’s Karate Fitness and Life Skills

Students work on light saber skills during a class at Dietrich’s Karate
Fitness and Life Skills in Burke.

“Any time a new movie or TV
show comes out that
features a robot, there is a
spike in interest in robotics.”

— Dan Gallagher of RobotWorks in Burke



10  ❖  Burke Connection  ❖  February 18-24, 2016 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

See Calendar,  Page 11

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

C
arol St. Germain of
Burke has theater in
her blood. She and

her husband met working on
productions at Lynchburg Col-
lege, she followed him as he
pursued a career in theater de-
sign and together, they’ve
worked to bring shows to life
with the Good Shepherd Play-
ers for the last three decades.

“We’ve always loved theater,”
said St. Germain. “Once you get
it in your blood, it’s part of you.”
St. Germain teaches English as
a Second Language at The
Church of the Good Shepherd,
the company’s home base.

The Players are celebrating
their 35th year with a produc-
tion of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s old frontier-
themed musical “Oklahoma!”
opening this weekend. St.
Germain has been in the cho-
rus or specialized in prop deco-
ration for 33 of those 35 years.

St. Germain remembers try-
ing out for “Fiddler on the Roof”
in the Players’ second year. The
next year, for “Music Man,” she
won a lead role. “It’s been
downhill ever since,” she joked.
But in all seriousness, St.
Germain is excited about the
professional-level rotating set
piece in this “Oklahoma!” that
doubles as a farmhouse porch
on one side and a rustic
smokehouse on the other.

UNLIKE PURELY PROFES-
SIONAL productions, many
members of the Good Shepherd
Players have performed along-
side one another for years. The
group is inclusive of multiple
generations and, as of two years

With a cast of 40 performers
whose experiences span profes-
sional musicians to people
who’ve never set foot onstage
before, Lavallee said having a
helpful, communal culture is
key to being successful.

“We all support and learn
from each other, which makes
for a really special production,”
she said. “I think you’ll see that
onstage. A lot of us been work-
ing together for a decade or
more — you’ll see the joy we
have of being together, doing
this for the audience.”

“OKLAHOMA!” opens Friday,
Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. at The
Church of the Good Shepherd,
located at 9350 Braddock Road
in Burke.
Tickets are $15 for adults and
$10 for students. Additional
shows are Saturdays, Feb. 27
and March 5 at 7:30 p.m., and
Sundays, Feb. 28 and March 6
at 2 p.m. For more information,
v i s i t
www.goodshepherdplayers.com.

From left — Benjamin Eckman of Burke is cast as “Ali
Hakim” and Will Gotten of Clifton is cast as “Jud Fry”
in the Good Shepherd Players production of Rodgers
and Hammerstein’s musical “Oklahoma!”

From left, Elizabeth Gillespie as “Laurey” and Bethany
and Bailey Eckman of Burke share a moment together
after Laurey’s wedding.

Good Shepherd Players
mark 35 years with “Oklahoma!”Theater as Family

Burke residents Tricia Tyrell as “Ado Annie” and Jim
Mroz as “Will Parker” rehearse for the Good Shepherd
Players production of “Oklahoma!”

Elizabeth Gillespie as
Laurey Williams entertain-
ing dance date offers from
characters Curly and Jud.

ago, amended its bylaws to invite
performers from outside the
church to participate.

“It’s just people who enjoy the-
ater and enjoy being with a
group,” St. Germain said of the
Players, which now includes a va-
riety of faiths in addition to Epis-
copalians from Good Shepherd,
such as Catholic performers from
Church of the Nativity in Burke.

Brian Walsh of Burke performed
with the Players as a teenager, over
a decade ago. He was in “Into the
Woods” at Lake Braddock Second-
ary School and appreciates the op-
portunity shows with the Players
give many students who compete
for fiercely contested roles in
school productions.

“It’s a chance to give those kids
who might not have had a chance
otherwise to be onstage, to have a
part,” he said. As the church’s
youth minister, Walsh gets to see
the impact of students’ participa-
tion firsthand. “It’s really special
for them, for the families.”

Walsh now has a head role in
“Oklahoma!” as Curley McLain,

the love-struck cowboy trying to
win the heart of farmer’s daugh-
ter Laurey Williams, set against the
historic backdrop of 1906 Okla-
homa Territory. The classic work
of American theater canon first
opened on Broadway in March
1943.

As an adult, Walsh has come full
circle and enjoys performing
across from people he’s known
most of his life.

“You almost get to start a new
relationship with a lot of people
who you knew,” he said. “It’s be-
ing treated like an equal by people
who knew me when I was eight
years old. It’s like performing with
my family.”

Fourth-year director Nancy
Lavallee of Springfield said the
familial dynamic is what makes
Good Shepherd Players stand out
from other theater companies.

“We form our own community
and support each other through
thick and thin,” she said, “through
adversity, trouble. It’s family in a
way I don’t think professional the-
ater really is.”
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/FEB. 18
Fairfax Antique Arts Association.

10 a.m. Green Acres Senior, 4401
Sideburn Road, Fairfax. Pat Meder
will lead an entertaining discussion
on her book, “The Inside Story of
Catch-22,” based on her research of
her father’s Army Air Force group in
Italy whose members inspired the
characters in Joseph Heller’s hilarious
novel.  Non-members welcome. Free.
703-273-6090.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
Palingenesis Exhibit Reception. 8

p.m. Epicure Cafe, 11104 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Brings together an
eclectic group of local and D.C.
artists working in a variety of media.
Free. 571-212-7227.
epicurecafe.cart@gmail.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 20
Roy Assaf Trio and Tamar Barzel.

7 p.m. Jewish Community Center of
Northern Virginia, 8900 Little River
Turnpike, Fairfax. Israeli jazz pianist
Roy Assaf and author of “New York
Noise, Radical Jewish Music and the
Downtown Scene” Tamar Barzel.
Author talk at 7 p.m. is free.
Performance at 8 p.m. $20-$34.
www.jccnvarts.org. 703-537-3000.

Open Mic Coffee House. 6:30-9 p.m.
Calvary Baptist Church, 9301 Little
River Turnpike, Fairfax. The public is
invited for good food, good music,
good company. Everyone’s welcome.
Free. 703-955-2039.

Glass Icon. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. W-10, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Learn this
17th-century method to create a
simple Christian icon. A 5”x7” framed
Archangel Michael or Gabriel will be
reverse painted in class. $8 payable
to instructor for paints and other
materials. Bring 5" x 7" frame. $65.
www.workhousearts.org. 703-584-
2900.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/FEB. 20-21
Broadway Memories. Saturday, 8

p.m. Sunday, 1 p.m. W-16, Vulcan
Muse, 9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Featuring a diverse collection of
music selected by the performers
themselves, each representing their
favorite music and their roles that
they have played, and a few that they
still wish to play. $20-$25.
www.workhousearts.org.

SUNDAY/FEB. 21
Winter Concert-Northern Virginia

Youth Winds. 3 p.m. WT Woodson
High School, 9525 Main St., Fairfax.
Free. http://www.fairfaxband.org.

Night Hike. 6:30 p.m. 7315 Ox Road,
Fairfax Station. Take a nighttime
walk with a naturalist to search for
wildlife. The hike concludes with a
campfire. S’mores ingredients
provided. Children must be
accompanied by an adult registered
in the program. $8. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
burkelakepark/rides.htm.

Bazaar/Fun Fair. 2-5 p.m. Living
Savior Lutheran Church, 5500 Ox
Road, Fairfax Station. Benefits
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
Features Pampered Chef, baked
treats, face painting, Star Wars
impersonators.
alicetedclark@hotmail.com. 703-293-
1617.

Model N Gauge Train Display. 1-4
p.m. Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station

Calendar
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Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center

“Loving People to Life”

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP
Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

From Page 10

Calendar

The Roy Assaf Trio will perform at the Jewish Community
Center of Northern Virginia on Saturday, Feb. 20.
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Road, Fairfax. The Northern Virginia
NTRAK group will have running N
Gauge model trains. Free-$4.
www.fairfax-station.org.
jhill5712@aol.com.

SUNDAY-MONDAY/FEB. 21-22
Children and Teen Book and

Media Sale. Sunday, 1-5 p.m.
Monday, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. 703-249-1520.

MONDAY/FEB. 22
”Kandahar Journals” and Louie

Palu. 7:30 p.m. Johnson Center
Cinema, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. A photojournalist’s firsthand
reflections while covering war. Louie
Palu’s experiences with several
Canadian and American regiments in
Afghanistan for five years. http://
fams.gmu.edu/events/5705.

TUESDAY/FEB. 23
Robinson Orchestra Concert. 7

p.m. Russell Theater, Robinson
Secondary School, 5035 Sideburn
Road, Fairfax. Middle School
students will perform “Farandole”
from Bizet’s L’Arlesienne Suite No. 2,
“Danny Boy,” “When Johnny Comes
Marching Home” and “The Speckled
Hen” Overture. Free. 703-426-2143.

THURSDAY/FEB. 25
Cloud 9. 8-10:30 p.m. George Mason

University-TheatreSpace, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. The time-
shifting gender-bending comedy both
parodies and spoofs the Victorian
Empire and its rigid attitudes as it
shifts seamlessly between 1880s
British Africa and 1980s London.
$10-$15. http://theater.gmu.edu.
703-993-1120.

FRIDAY/FEB. 26
Seth Kibel Quartet. 8 p.m. Old Town

Hall, 3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
Woodwind specialists, working with
some of the best bands in jazz, swing,
and more. Wowing audiences on
saxophone, clarinet, and flute, Seth
has made a name for himself in the
Washington/Baltimore region, and
beyond. Part of Bonita Lestina
Performance Series.
www.fairfaxva.gov.

SATURDAY/FEB. 27
Art and Lunch. Noon-3 p.m. The Village

Gallery, 3950 University Drive, Fairfax.
Bring lunch and enjoy the company of
other artists and learn something new.
New members welcome. Free.
www.fairfaxartleague.net. 703 587-
9481.

Dessert on Broadway. 1:30, 7 p.m.
Lake Braddock High School
Cafeteria, 9200 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. Sweeten up your Saturday
watching performances from popular
Broadway musicals while you delve
into delectable desserts. $20.
www.brownpapertickets.com, search
Lake Braddock.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/FEB. 27-28
46th Annual Springpex Stamp

Show. Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday, 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Robert E.
Lee High School, 6540 Franconia
Road, Springfield. Sales bourse of 26
stamp dealers from throughout the
Eastern U.S., and the Washington
metropolitan area. In addition to the
exhibits and sales bourse, special
commemorative cachet covers and
postal cancellations created by the
show sponsors will be available. A US
Postal Service sales booth will be
available both days of the show. Free.
www.springfieldstampclub.org.

SUNDAY/FEB. 28
2016 NoVa Simcha Expo. Noon-4

p.m. Jewish Community Center of
Northern Virginia, 8900 Little River
Turnpike, Fairfax. Party-planning
expo is the place to be if you are
planning a bar/bat mitzvah,
wedding, baby naming, bris, or any
other kind of celebration in the DMV.
Plan to attend this one-stop shopping
expo to meet with party vendors.
jccnv.org. 703-323-0880.

TUESDAY/MARCH 1
BHS Presents. 7-8 p.m. Burke Centre

Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
The Burke Historical Society is
pleased to be partnering with Burke
Centre Library to offer a program on
historical inquiry into Patents,
Trademarks and Copyrights. Free.
slawski_brian@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY/MARCH 5
Grow Your Health. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Fairfax High School, 3501 Rebel Run
Fairfax. Celebrate home gardening,
sourcing organic and local food, and
nutrition and wellness. This is a
family focused event that includes
education and entertainment for
children of all ages. http://
www.growyourhealthnova.com/.

Campfire Saturday: Stargazing.
6:30 p.m. Burke Lake Park, 7315 Ox
Road, Fairfax Station. Enjoy a
stroll along the shores of the lake and
learn about the constellations, their
stories and other features of the night
sky. Our astronomical naturalist will
identify the stars for you, along with
having some telescopes on hand for
folks to try out. The program
concludes with a campfire s’mores
ingredients provided, hot dogs
welcome. Children must be
accompanied by an adult registered
in the program.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
burkelakepark/rides.htm.

Walking Washington D.C. 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional
Library (Meeting Room A/B), 10360
North St., Fairfax. Author Barbara J.
Saffir shares hidden gems of
Washington D.C. neighborhoods
highlighting history, architecture,
eateries, art and fun. Copies of her
book will be available for sale. All

Lake Braddock Wrestlers
Win Region Titles
Lake Braddock senior wrestler Dante Wiles, top,
defeated Robinson’s Sam Book by an 8-5 decision to
win the 6A North region 120-pound championship
on Feb.13 at Fairfax High School. The Bruins finished
seventh in the team standings with a score of 111.

Lake Braddock senior Darius Wiles, left, won the 6A
North region 132-pound wrestling title with a 10-1
major decision victory over South Lakes’ Hadley
Horner on Feb. 13 at Fairfax High School. Lake
Braddock finished seventh as a team with 111 points.

Photos by

Craig Sterbutzel

The Connection

ages. Free. 703-293-6227 ext. 4.

SUNDAY/MARCH 6
Capitol Steps. 7 p.m. Russell Theatre,

Robinson Secondary School, 5035
Sideburn Road, Fairfax. The
Rambunctious Theatre Company —
in affiliation with Robinson Drama —
is hosting the Capital Steps for a one
night only political comedy
fundraiser. $35.
www.robinsondrama.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 8
Robinson Orchestra Concert. 7

p.m. Russell Theater, Robinson
Secondary School, 5035 Sideburn
Road, Fairfax. High school students
will be featured in five ensembles,
including our full symphony
orchestra. Free. 703-426-2143.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 9

Springfield Christian Women’s
Connection. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Springfield Golf and Country Club,
8301 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield. Program on
“Serendipity of Occoquan.” Also,
Ernie Parker-Wood, a retired
teacher and world traveler, will
share Weaving a Tapestry, the Dark
Threads Enhance the Silver and
Gold. $20. Reserve by March 4.
703-922-6438.
SpringWmConn@yahoo.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 11
Woodbridge Flute Choir “A

Touch of Irish.” 8 p.m. Old
Town Hall, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Twenty-five members who
play flute, piccolo, alto flute, bass
flute and contrabass flute. Part of
Bonita Lestina Performance Series.
www.fairfaxva.gov.

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or complete

our online form at connectionnewspapers.com/pets
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number,

and identify all people and pets in photos.

Be Part of The February
Pet Connection
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

W
est Springfield head coach Diana
Edgell came to a pair of conclusions
while observing during the 6A North
region gymnastics meet.

1: The Spartans probably weren’t going to win.
2: The Spartans performed well enough to com-

pete with the best of the rest.
If Edgell was correct on both accounts, it would leave

just one scenario in which West Springfield’s season
would continue beyond Saturday’s regional meet: a
second-place finish, which comes with a state berth.

A talented and deep Yorktown team would be an-
nounced as region champion. The Patriots produced
a score of 146.05, nearly 2.5 points better than their
closest competitor.

Moments before the winner was announced, how-
ever, Edgell’s observations proved to be right on the
money.

Members of the West Springfield gymnastics team
celebrated on the gym floor at Patriot High School
after it was announced the Spartans had finished
second at regionals on Feb. 13. Nine days after win-
ning the Conference 7 title — the program’s first
conference/district championship since 2007 — West
Springfield produced a score of 143.575 at regionals
and earned a spot at the state meet on Friday, Feb.
19 at Kellam High School in Virginia Beach.

“We didn’t know. We had no idea where we would
be,” said Edgell, a 2003 West Springfield graduate
and former cheerleader. “I was pretty sure we weren’t
going to win. After that, it was anyone’s game. We
really had no idea, so it was pretty exciting that we
pulled it out. … I thought we were doing well, and
so I knew that if we did well, that we could have a
chance. If we scored a little better, if we cleaned up
some things on some different events that we did
have a shot. I was pleased to see the improvements
that we made.”

Defending state champion McLean finished third
with a score of 142.625, followed by Battlefield
(141.25), Lake Braddock (139.625), Osbourn Park
(139.625), Chantilly (133.525) and Oakton
(130.225).

West Springfield sophomore Abbie Levine pro-
duced an all-around score of 37 and qualified for
states with a third-place finish.

“She actually didn’t have that great of a meet for
her, so I was thrilled that she was able to qualify and
will hopefully have a better meet at states, redeem
some of the mishaps she had today,” Edgell said.
“She’s just great. She’s fearless and determined and
always positive. She never gets down on herself. She
always believes in herself and that’s what I expect
from her and she delivers.”

Levine finished second on floor (9.525), placed
fourth on vault (9.45), tied for sixth on bars (8.875)
and finished ninth on beam (9.15).

“I feel very proud of myself,” Levine wrote in an
email, “and it makes me excited to know that there
was room for improvement because I fell on two
events.”

Spartan freshman Hannah Dotson tied for sixth in
all-around with a score of 36.55. She qualified for
states as an individual on bars, placing second with
a score of 9.5.

“Hannah Dotson was awesome,” Edgell said. “She’s
a freshman and has no high school competitive ex-
perience. The fact that she can come in and can
qualify individually on [bars] is just awesome. I’m
super proud of her.”

West Springfield freshman Alex Marsden qualified
for states on beam, tying for sixth with a score of
9.35.

Abby Stout also competed for West Springfield.
“I’m so proud of them,” Edgell said. “They lived up

to every potential that they had and I couldn’t be
more thrilled for the girls because they’ve really
worked so hard to get it.”

After Friday’s team competition, the individual
state meet will be held Saturday, Feb. 20 at Kellam
High School.

“I was on the team last year as well as this year
and I can definitely see huge improvements,” Levine
wrote. “Not only because we added more people but
because our team is more bonded and we’re work-
ing together better. Personally, I’ve noticed that I am
more motivated to do well this year. I’m having more
fun with this sport that I previously did not have.”

What are Edgell’s expectations for states?
“I want to go and have fun,” she said. “Other than

that, I don’t know. I know there’s going to be a lot of
really amazing gymnastics, a lot of really talented
gymnasts there, so I just want to go and have fun
because it’s incredible that we’ve made it this far.”

Loudoun Freedom Tryouts
 The Loudoun Freedom is a competitive basketball organization for

girls only. It provides players the opportunity to develop advanced bas-
ketball skills and knowledge, and to play in a very competitive envi-
ronment. The Freedom emphasizes player development starting in third
grade and continuing through high school. Open tryouts will be held
for grades 3-8 on Sunday, Feb. 21 at Harmony Middle School.

Teams are formed at all playing levels to include an ELITE team at
the eighth-grade level. Please visit www.LoudounFreedom.com for spe-
cific tryout times/locations. Pre-registration is highly encouraged.

Potomac Field Hockey Registration
Registration is now open for Potomac Field Hockey’s spring

FUNdamental program for Pre-K through second grade and Youth Rec
league program for grades 3-8. No experience necessary. Once-weekly
team practices with games on Saturdays. Technical skills sessions in-
cluded. Season begins March 28 and runs through June 4. For more
information or to register, visit www.potomacfieldhockey.org or email
info@potomacfieldhockey.org.

Molly Overstreet’s decorated
high school gymnastics career
will conclude with a fourth trip
to the state meet.

The Hayfield senior and two-
time state champion qualified
for states in two events during
the 6A North region gymnastics
meet on Feb. 13 at Patriot High
School. Overstreet repeated as
region bars champion and tied
for third on floor.

The top eight finishers in each
event qualify for states.

Overstreet received a score of
9.8 bars and 9.5 on floor.

“I feel like my routine on bars
was good and I’m very happy
to have finished first,”
Overstreet wrote in an email.
“… I was very happy with my
floor. It was the first time I com-
peted my one-and-a-half twist
this season, so I was a little ner-
vous about it.”

Overstreet tied for sixth in the
all-around (36.55). She tied for

20th on beam (8.7) and tied for
29th on vault (8.55).

Overstreet’s performance at
regionals came eight days after
she won the Conference 6 all-
around championship with a
score of 37.875 — her first con-
ference all-around title.

As a sophomore, Overstreet
won the state bars champion-
ship with a VHSL record score
of 9.925. As a freshman, she
won a share of the state vault
title with a 9.8.

The individual state champi-
onship meet is scheduled for
Saturday, Feb. 20 at Kellam
High School in Virginia Beach.

“For states I’m just trying to
clean up my bar routine,
mostly just my form through-
out,” Overstreet wrote. “…
My goals for states are to just
hit my routines and make
them clean.”

— Jon Roetman

Hayfield’s Overstreet Wins
Region Bars Title

Photo by Jon Roetman/The Connection

Hayfield senior gymnast Molly Overstreet won the 6A
North region bars championship on Feb. 13 at Patriot
High School.

Sports Roundups

Spartans finish runner-up
at regional meet.

West Springfield Gymnastics
Earns State Berth

West Springfield
sophomore Abbie
Levine qualified for
states in all-around
with a third-place
finish at the 6A North
region gymnastics
meet on Feb. 13. Fresh-
man teammate
Hannah Dotson tied
for sixth.

Photo by

Jon Roetman/

The Connection
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

WINTER
SAVINGS

New RAV4s, Priuses
Scion IMs and IAs
ALL ON SALE

LIKE NEVER BEFORE
Winter is here and so are the SAVINGS!

Ask one of our sales managers,
George, Mike, Yared or Rocky

703-684-0700
WE ARE HERE

TO MAKE DEALS!

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305
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3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
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703-684-0710
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3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CHESAPEAKE/POTOMAC 

WINDOW CLEANING
Residential Specialist/Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Broken Window Springs

30 yrs Experience in local area

Licensed 703-356-4459 Insured

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-778-9411

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

ASST. BOOKSTORE MANAGER
(Springfield Campus)

Mid $20s
401k, 2 wks vacation

Lots of advancement oppts!
jsmith@bncollege.com

Dental Front 
Desk/Scheduler

Position in quality general & cosmetic 
practice in Burke, VA.

Great team, salary & benefits
Computer and dental experience 

preferred
E-mail: BurkeDentist@comcast.net

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 
practice in Alexandria and Fairfax has 

an opening for a PT position with some 
travel between offices. Ideal for nurses 

returning to the workforce.  Competitive 
salary with benefits. Orientation provid-

ed. Fax resume to 703-914-5494 or 
email to cmaschedule@aol.com.

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

The biggest things are always 
the easiest to do because there 

is no competition.
-William Van Horne
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703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE 
Food3group LLC trading as 
The Spice Route, 11750 Fair 
Oaks Mall, Unit J-141, Fairfax, 
VA 22033.  The above estab-
lishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer on premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages.   Gopal Kapoor, 
member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 dates from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200

ABC LICENSE 
Sunshine Food LLC, trading 
as Sakura Grill, 6411 Shiplett 
Blvd, Burke, VA 22015. The 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for 
a Wine and Beer On Prem-
ises;  license to sell or manu-
facture alcoholic beverages. 
Wei Chen, Owner
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 dates from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200

ABC LICENSE
DL United, LLC trading as  

Jacalito Grill, 8081 Alban Rd,  
Suite A, Springfield, VA 

22150. The above establish-
ment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) for a Beer 
and Wine on and off premises  
on Premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-

ages. Dioniris De Leon
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

ABC LICENSE
Mungkorn Thong, Inc trading 
as Sisters Thai, 4004 Universi-
ty Dr, Fairfax, VA 22030. The 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL(ABC) 
for a Wine and Beer On & Off 
Premises, license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Jaturon Srirote, owner
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date fo the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 
or 800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Salia, LLC trading as Holiday 
Inn Express, 6401 Brandon 
Ave, Springfield, VA 22150. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
FOR a Wine and Beer on 
Premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Anisur Khan, member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date fo the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 
or 800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

21 Announcements

21 Announcements

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
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•Services
•Entertainment
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•Vans
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•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!
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County Council of PTAs; Shirley Ginwright,
president of the Fairfax County NAACP; and
Garza.

Several members of the Fairfax County
School Board were in attendance, as well
as Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill) and Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova.

Bulova, whose introduction was met with
lively cheering, attempted to reassure the
audience that the budget process is just
beginning, and requires public input and
communication.

“We’re hearing that communication here
tonight,” Bulova said. “Education is our
number one priority, but we have to look at
the budget holistically.”

Bulova echoed the earlier remarks from
Ginwright that “education from the top
makes us sure to have an educated com-
munity” and added that this is just “the be-
ginning of the budget process, we have to
strike the right balance and make sure our
children have what they need to succeed.”

McLean High School senior Emily

Robinson, who took credit for creating the
viral hashtag #SaveFCPS, agreed that “fully
funding public schools shouldn’t just be a
requirement of governing bodies, it should
be the foremost priority.

“I fear for the students who will be in
Fairfax County after me,” she said.

Sarah Mattingly was School Board mem-
ber Sandy Evans’ (Mason District) appoin-
tee to the superintendent’s budget task force
that met to run the numbers for possible
cuts prior to the formation of the school
system’s next budget.

She explained to the audience that de-
spite the fact she and her husband don’t
even have children in Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools, “nothing is more important for
us to do as taxpayers, property owners, or
residents, than help children.

“I’m not here for my property values,”
Mattingly continued, “they’ll be just fine on
their own. Today was disappointing, but it’s
not over.”

For more information from Fairfax County
Public Schools on its FY 2017 budget, visit
www.fcps.edu/news/fy2017.shtml.

Community: ‘Invest in Kids’

THURSDAYS/THROUGH MARCH 3
Job Seekers Seminar. 7-8:30 p.m. Immanuel

Bible Church, 6991 Braddock Road, Springfield.
Looking for a job? Are you confident on how to
search for one? IBC’s Job Seeker Seminar will
equip attendees with the knowledge necessary.
$15. 703-220-5165. http://immanuelbible.net/
stewardship/job-seekers.

THURSDAY/FEB. 18
The Affordable Care Act and its Consequences

for Business in 2016 and Cash Flow
Budgeting and its Impact on Financial
Statements. Springfield Town Center, 6500
Springfield Mall, Suite 6831, Springfield. The
seminar will be led by Andy Powell, CPA of Halt
Buzas & Powell, LTD. Free. https://
www.andrewsfcu.org/promo 703-647-6430.

SATURDAY/FEB. 20
From Overwhelm to Order: The Simple

Toolkit Every Caregive Needs. 9:30 a.m.
Insight Memory Care Center, 3953 Pender Drive,
Suite 100, Fairfax. In this workshop, you will
learn about the documents, accounts, and assets
that should be organized as a caregiver and will
leave with a step-by-step guide to get it done.
RSVP 703-204-4664, InsightMCC.org.

Cultural Diversity Panel. 4-6 p.m. Workhouse
Arts Center, 9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Culture House is the first commission by the
Workhouse Arts Center. Observing the changing
demographics of the community, Workhouse
Arts responded by diversifying its programs to
be more reflective of the people we serve.
www.workhousearts.org. 703-585-2900.

SUNDAY/FEB. 21
Tax Considerations for School and

Government Employees. 2–3 p.m. Liberty
Tax Service, 5622-G Ox Road, Fairfax Station.
Liberty Tax Preparers provide tax-saving tips
and answer questions from government and
school employees, public. Free. Pre-register by
Feb. 20: 703-323-5580 or
fairfaxstn@libertytax.com.

TUESDAY/FEB. 23
Budgeting Basic. 7 p.m. Richard Byrd Library,

7250 Commerce St., Springfield. Budgeting
Basics provides you with all the tools you need
for financial success. Snacks provided.
christine.peterson@hotmail.com.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 24
Public Safety in Fairfax County, 7:30 p.m. at

the Helen Wilson community room in the
Franconia Government Center: Lee District
Association of Civic Organizations, with speaker
Chief of Police Ed Roessler. The focus of
discussion will be the county’s ad-hoc police
practices review commission. The commission’s
final document can be found at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/chairman/pdf/adhoc-
final-10.8.15.pdf.

Tax Considerations for School and
Government Employees. Noon-1 p.m.
Liberty Tax Service, 5622-G Ox Road, Fairfax
Station.Liberty Tax Preparers provide tax-saving
tips and answer questions from government and
school employees, public. Free. Pre-register by
Feb. 23: 703-323-5580 or
fairfaxstn@libertytax.com.

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY/FEB. 24-25
Christ Presbyterian Preschool Open House.

10-11 a.m. Christ Presbyterian Preschool, 12410
Lee Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax. Open
house tours for the current school year and
2016-17. www.christpresbyterianpreschool.com.
703-691-9120.

THURSDAY/MARCH 3
“Planning 101: Diary of a Growing

Business.” 8:30 a.m. Spring Hill Suites, 6065
Richmond Highway, Alexandria. Karen Urcia of
Renner CPAs will show you how to avoid the
pitfalls of starting and growing your business,
and how good planning can help to make your
business a success. RSVP info@sfdc.org.
www.sfdc.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 2
Breathe Out. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Fairfax United

Methodist Church, 10300 Stratford Ave.,
Fairfax. Breathe Out has been developed to
address teen stress. Registration required.
breatheoutnow.wix.com/goldaward.

ONGOING
Lenten Soup Supper. Fridays from Feb. 26-

March 18. 5:30-7 p.m. Holy Spirit School
Cafeteria, 8800 Braddock Road, Annandale.
Meat-less soup suppers on Fridays during Lent,
followed by the Stations of the Cross in the
Church at 7 p.m. Free. Lambie Renner,
lrenner@holyspiritchurch.us.

Send notes to the Connection at south@ connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-9416.
The deadline for submissions is the Friday prior to publication. Dated announcements should
be submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.
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Sheila Adams
703-503-1895
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

Top Producer
www.AmandaScott.net

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club
Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million
Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-473-1803, 703-309-8948
gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

Jim Fox
703.503.1800
jim.fox@LNF.com
L&F “Top 20” 2012-2014
Washingtonian Magazine’s “Top Team” 2015
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

John & Jennifer Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

Ann Witherspoon, CRS
Associate Broker

703-503-1836
ann.witherspoon@LNF.com
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Life Member NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Cyndee Julian
703-201-5834
Expect Personal Service
& Experienced Negotiation

Springfield
Cardinal
Forest

$269,999
Move-in ready!
Charming & cozy
3-lvl condo TH.
Not your average
floor plan.  Step-

down LR w/volume ceiling & big picture window overlooks
fenced yard.  Large BRs w/great closet space. Updated bath-
rooms.  Modern KT w/new floor, counters, sink & more. New
light fixtures. Lower level boasts light/bright walkout rec room,
1/2 bath & large laundry/storage room. Condo fee incl gas, heat,
water/sewer, all ext maintenance, pools, tennis & more.

Judy McGuire
703-581-7679
NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Club
NVAR Top Producer

Broad Run
$429,900

New Listing
on Five Acres!

Right out of the
Pottery Barn
catalog is this
fully updated
rambler on 5

lovely level acres. New kitchen and bath upgrades as well
as hardwood flooring.  Custom tile features throughout
and three full baths. Lower level features bedroom, full
bath, game room and recreation room with a walkout to
the rear yard. Oversized 2 car garage and a separate stor-
age shed for all your storage needs.

Burke Centre
Waters Edge
$2,500/Month

Beautiful Lakeview
Deluxe Townhome

Immaculate 3 level
Townhome.........just redeco-
rated! 3 bedrms, 3 1/2 baths,
2 fireplaces, granite counter-
tops!! Family rm w/ skylights
and fireplace, Rec Rm in walk-
out basement to patio, home
office, Master suite w/ 2 clos-

ets, hardwood floors, huge living rm w/ fireplace leads to large
deck overlooking lake.  Separate Dining Rm, and much MORE!

Call Steve Childress NOW....703-981-3277

www.HeritageHuntHomes.com

Gainesville Heritage Hunt 55+ $379,900
LOVELY upgraded Duplex, 3BR, 3BA, Fam rm w/Gas Fpl, Liv
rm, Din, Kit opens to Brkfst rm, HDWDS, Loft, 3 season Sunrm,
Deck, Irrig syst, 2-car Gar. Backs to common area w/trees.

Gainesville Heritage Hunt 55+ $479,900
Beautifully updtd 3BR, 3BA, Grmt Kit w/gas cooktop & 2 wall ovens, granite,
HDWDS, Liv rm w/Gas Fpl, Din, Sunrm, cer tile in BAs, Loft, Scrnd prch &
grill deck, unfin LL ideal for workshop & storage. Cul-de-sac, backs to trees.

Fairfax
$949,000

New
Construction
Nearly 4,000 sq. ft.

on lovely .5 to 1
acre lots in great

location! Additional
elevations

available. Built by
Integrity Homes.

COMING SOON
BEAUTIFUL CROSSPOINTE

NEWPORT DELUXE COLONIAL

$750,000
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT

ANN WITHERSPOON

Featuring 5 bedrooms, 3.5 renovated baths, screened
porch, multilevel decks and hot tub! Located on a
cul-de-sac, private and wooded 1 acre lot. Sought
after neighborhood w/pool and tennis. Robinson
Schools. 6006 Station View Court.

Fairfax
Station
$679,500
Spacious
4 level
split has
room for
everyone.

Burke Must See Property!! $799,900
Fabulous Contemporary - Open, Bright Floor Plan

Huge 4 Bedrooms - 3 1/2 Baths Beauty - Hdwd Flrs Main Level
Elevator from garage to Main Level - Deck - 2 Fireplaces

Gourmet Kitchen with all the Bells & Whistles
Lower Level apartment with own entrance

Call Sheila Adams for private tour 703-503-1895.

Burke $610,000
4 Bedroom, 2 1/2
Bath Colonial in
Burke Centre
with updated
kitchen and
baths, Brazilian
Cherry Hrdwd
flrs in foyer, pow-
der room, family

room, living, and dining rooms. Fireplace in cozy family
room with sliding glass door to large deck. Spacious master
BR, master bath with dual sink vanity, ceramic tile floor,
tub, & separate shower.

Call Judy McGuire 703-581-7679

Warrenton $510,000
Modern Luxuries paired with Historic Charming Vint
Hill Community.  Gorgeous 3,800+sf. Community
Amenities – Pools, Ball Parks, Movie Theater, Café,
Brewery, Winery, Marketplace, and Dog Park.

Fairfax
$198,000

Excellent
Condition/Top Floor.
Move into a beauti-
fully updated 2 BR,
1 BA condo close to
Metro transportation.
Owned by a contrac-
tor. Renovated
kitchen and bath.
Brazilian HW floor
in LR/DR.
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