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A healthy body starts with a healthy mouth!

X-rays not included. Not valid with
insurance submission.

5803 Rolling Road, Suite 211
Springfield, VA 22152

703-912-3800 • www.smiles4va.com
Monday–Thursday 8 A.M.–5 P.M.; Friday* 8 A.M.–1 P.M.   *Once monthly for sedation appointments

At Peter K. Cocolis, Jr. and Associates, we believe
optimum oral health is key to total body health and
well-being. These days, going to the dentist is not
just about taking good care of your teeth; it is
about taking good care of your health. Problems
in your mouth can be signs of trouble elsewhere
in your body. Your oral exam reveals important
early warning signs for many total-body condi-
tions including diabetes, oral cancer and high
blood pressure.

Whether your family seeks general preventive
maintenance, cosmetic, or advanced restorative and
implant dentistry to transform your smile’s function and
appearance, Drs. Cocolis and DaSilva are renowned by
peers and patients alike for exceptional personalized care in a
friendly, safe and state-of-the-art-environment.

Consistently named “Top Dentist” in
Northern Virginia magazine and among the
“Best Dentists in the Metropolitan Area” in

Washingtonian magazine, Drs. Cocolis and
DaSilva exceed industry standards in the

time they dedicate to continuing edu-
cation and service. Our skilled and
compassionate team pairs patient
education with the latest dental
techniques and technology, offer-
ing an extensive array of dental
services including digital x-rays,
injection-free laser procedures,

CAD-cam same-day porcelain
crowns, tooth whitening, Invisalign, and

veneers. We offer a variety of sedation
options including oral sedation and nitrous oxide

(sleep dentistry) and are dedicated to easing all aspects of
your dental experience.

Visit us on the Web or give us a call to discover what our
patients are saying and to make your appointment.

Our Services:
• Routine cleanings and

check-ups
• Fillings and sealants
• Sedation “sleep” dentistry
• Nitrous oxide
• Crowns, bridges, inlays,

     onlays
  • Extractions

    • TMJ/TMD therapy

• Endodontic (root canal) therapy
• Periodontal (gum) therapy

including scaling and
root planing

• Custom partial and full dentures
• Custom occlusal and

sport guards
• Implants
• Bonding and veneers
• In-office professional whitening
• Invisalign (clear braces without the wires)

Peter K. Cocolis, Jr., DMD
& Associates
Peter K. Cocolis, Jr., DMD, MAGD

Emily A. DaSilva, DDS, FAGD

• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

Office to Prevent and End Homelessness
Build a Village Campaign

All proceeds of the Build A Village Campaign go to the non-profit partners who serve
veterans and homeless in our hypothermia program. We still have about $45,000 to
raise, or nine virtual houses to build, to meet our $100,000 goal. Donate today.

Make your check or money order payable to: PEH/CFNCR
Mail to: The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region (CFNCR)

1201 15th Street NW, Suite 420, Washington, DC 20005
Reference “Build A Village” in the memo section

or you may click on this link:
https://afcufoundation.org/donation.aspx?program=bav.
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Senior Living
By John Byrd

The Connection

W
hen they decided not to
move-on after retirement,
seniors Mike and Sandy
Nusbaum slowly began en-

larging their long-term residence with sev-
eral goals in mind.

Ten years and four improvements later,
the couple’s Alexandria home is ideal for
extended visits with children and grandchil-
dren— and all sorts of everyday pleasures.

Home improvements can come in many
sizes: life-changing or simply necessary;
comprehensive, or something to please the
grandkids.

The real problem is practical: how to con-
veniently and affordably implement a list
of desired improvements — especially when
experience tells you that securing a satis-
factory outcome for even a basic household
repair can be challenging.

In this context, it’s heartening to talk with
Mike and Sandy Nusbaum, retired empty-
nesters who have executed mid- to large-scale
renovations to their thirty-year-old south Al-
exandria residence in phases, about once
every two years and for more than a decade.

Plainly, the Nusbaums like their house, a
circa-1980s Colonial-style home where they
raised three children. While somewhat
space-constrained at its original 2,100
square feet, the structure’s location adjacent
to woodland and minutes from historic Old
Town made it hard to beat.

As retirement neared, however, the couple
began cautiously reassessing their home’s
basic assets, even briefly considering a move
to a bigger place.

“You have to ask yourself whether the
next house will actually improve your qual-
ity of life,” Sandy Nusbaum says, recount-
ing her thoughts of twelve years back.
“When we looked at the alternatives … we
realized there were only a few things about
our house that we didn’t like.”

AND SO IT BEGAN. Plans for incremen-
tal changes. Kitchen and screened porch.
New family room and deck. Lower level. En-
larged Garage … Facilitated by a new rela-
tionship, with 30-year veteran remodeler
David Foster, principal of Foster Remodel-
ing Solutions.

“We met some homeowners at a local
home show who raved about David,” Sandy
recalls. “David has a low-key style, and a
strong service orientation that helps us
make informed decisions.”

Looking back, while the remodeler’s fresh
design ideas were critical, the couple also
appreciated his clearly-stated, always-reli-
able cost projections.

“WE WERE ON THE CUSP of retirement
and didn’t want debt,” Mike Nusbaum says.
“Our first thought was to make targeted
improvements to the kitchen while keep-
ing our options open for the larger family
entertainment suite we might undertake as

suite. Here a comfortable Murphy bed folds
out of a discrete closet. There’s a full bath,
and built-in serving station with refrigera-
tor and microwave. The Nusbaums refer to
it as “the family suite.” On holidays, it can
be occupied for two or three days a stretch.

Then, just last year, Foster created a sec-
ond bay for the garage by building a wing
off the side elevation. The new construc-
tion is supplemented by a garden shed ac-
cessed from the yard. The contents, prun-
ing tools, mower, freed up floor space in
the garage, which now (for the first time)
has room for something special: two cars.

“What we really appreciate about David
Foster is there are no bad surprises, and fre-
quently there are good ones,” Mike
Nusbaum said. “Last year, for instance, he
repaired a window that was out of warranty
and didn’t charge us. That kind of service
encourages you to think ahead.”

John Byrd (byrdmatx@gmail.com or
www.HomeFrontsNews.com) has been writing
about home improvement for 30 years.

Budgeted, incremental improve-
ments are the key to effective plan-
ning, aging in place.Taking the Long View

we assessed the budget issue.”
Foster was not only supportive of such

thinking, but, as the Nusbaums learned,
considers “phased remodeling” an integral
part of his company’s service.

“I grew up in Fairfax County and have
learned my business by helping
homeowners find a process that will work
for them as they think ahead,” he says.

Once work began, the Nusbaums particu-
larly noted the foresight Foster brought to
each improvement.

“Ten years ago, we wanted the rooms
extending from the kitchen to function bet-
ter as a place for entertainment We had a
small dining room that wasn’t being used
much. The back rooms were too dark,”
Sandy Nusbaum recalls.

In short order, the wall between the
kitchen and dining room disappeared, re-
placed by a three-stool Silestone counter
that has become the couple’s primary
kitchen gathering area. That counter sur-
face was also positioned as a serving sta-

tion for the new elevated 16-by16-foot
screened porch that is now a much-used
fair-weather dining spot.

A new window over the kitchen sink adds
natural light and a lovely view of the back-
yard. “When you walk from the kitchen to
the screen porch, it feels like you’re walk-
ing in the air through the trees,” Sandy says.
“This gave us a wonderful re-discovery of
our own backyard.”

From there, it wasn’t long before the
Nusbaums began planning an extension of
the rear family room, an open-air grilling
deck and a pathway that permits children,
grandchildren and guests to circulate freely
through a wide-ranging suite of rooms used
for social gatherings.

“It was at this point that we started hav-
ing holiday gatherings for up to thirty,”
Sandy says. “Such fun!”

WHICH LED TO THE THIRD PHASE:
Transform the 800-square-foot lower level
into an exercise room that doubles as a guest

The first phase of a 10 year remodeling plans entailed
replacing the kitchen/living room divider wall with a
dining counter/serving station, The revisions allowed
light from three directions. Maple cabinets and
Silestone quartz surfaces provide a tonal and textural
contrast.

Only 150 square feet was added to the family room,
but the four-window course with “eyebrows” creates
a visual continuum that makes the room feel signifi-
cantly larger.

Mike and Sandy Nusbaum have enlarged their home four times in the past ten years. Each phase has im-
proved the home’s overall functionality, which has transformed it into a preferred gathering place for chil-
dren, grandchildren and extended family. The garage and storage units have resulted in a dramatic improve-
ment in available space and eliminated clutter.
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Senior Living

By Eden Brown

The Connection

L
aura “Fayse” Howard lives in the
house her husband Allen built in
South Arlington. The side en-
trance looks out on bird feeders

hanging from a tree he planted. There is a
bench big enough for two in the garden.
The kitchen is the way kitchens used to be:
cozy, galley size. In the living room, there
are pictures of family, an antique organ, cro-
cheted blankets, and a rescued dog named
Diva who is keeping an eye on things from
“her” armchair.

It feels like home, and it has been home
to the Howards since Laura, or “Fayse” as
her husband nicknamed her, came to Wash-
ington from southern Virginia, at age 17,
to work at the FBI, and met Allen Howard,
who had just been demobilized after serv-
ing the Coast Guard on a destroyer escort
in WWII.

It was here that Allen Howard, 91, died
recently, at home, with his wife and daugh-
ter Joan, and his nighttime caregiver, by his
side.

Allen Howard had dementia, he probably
had it longer than anyone knew, his wife
thinks. He was 91. At Christmas, a year ago,
he started really showing it. He went up-
stairs to be by himself while his much loved
family was visiting downstairs in the fam-
ily room; that wasn’t like him. He acciden-
tally set things on fire in the kitchen, leav-
ing burners on. He put the outside water
hose into the dryer vent.

In January, they sought medical advice.
Their neurologist did tests and reported that
Allen Howard had dementia. His wife
couldn’t leave him alone anymore. She had
a good neighbor up the street who would
come watch him while she ran to the su-
permarket. Otherwise, she was with him,
24/7. He was disoriented. He fell a lot.

Howard’s daughter, Joan Davis, had come
home for Christmas and saw how things
were with her father. She didn’t know how
bad it had gotten, though, because over the
next two months, her mother didn’t let on
how much the disease was taking a toll on
both Allen as patient and Fayse as caregiver,
or how little help they were getting. She
didn’t want to burden her children.

In late March, Howard called Arlington
County to get hospice care set up because
she had been told by their doctor that it
was a way to get help. When she called Ar-
lington County’s Office on Aging and Dis-
ability, she says they told her over the phone
that he didn’t qualify.

Everyone kept suggesting Adult Day Care,
but Fayse Howard said, “No, he’s upset
enough. That will upset him more.”

THAT WAS BEFORE the accident.
On May 12, as Fayse Howard guided Allen

into the dining room for lunch, he fell back-
wards, on her, and she fell too, breaking
her hip. They lay on the floor. Neither of
them could move for a while. Then she
helped him get up to a sitting position and
asked him to try to reach the phone; he
handed her the TV remote control. She
talked him through it, finally getting him
to pull on the telephone cord. She didn’t
call 911 first. She called her neighbor to
come watch her husband before she went
to the hospital.

Davis came out from Wisconsin to help
as soon as she could: she was surprised
things had gone downhill so fast with her
father. She got the doctor to intervene on
the hospice option: Allen definitely quali-
fied for hospice services which began right
away.

But that wasn’t enough care. Davis started
diving into the problem. She wanted to
make sure her mother was never left alone
with her father again. She knew there were
many options for help in the Arlington area:
the Elderly Disabled or Consumer Direction
Waiver (EDCD), PACE, the Veterans Admin-
istration (VA) Hospital, Arlington County
Office on Aging and Disability. Davis started
keeping a journal to help her thread her way
through the daunting maze of options.

Fayse Howard had already enlisted the
help of Arlington County’s office of Aging
and Disability Services after the fall. She

needed someone to come in and watch
Allen while she was in the hospital. Arling-
ton had given her a list of caregivers. Some
were very good, and very expensive, she
said. She paid out of pocket for the care.
But later, when her daughter got involved,
and because she stressed that both parents
were disabled now, they were more help-
ful. Howard said, “I would have given up
after the first voice message. My daughter
just kept on them.”

Because both members of the family were
disabled, Arlington provided paid care from
9 a.m.- 2 p.m. five days a week. But as soon
as Howard’s hip was healed the benefits
stopped.

Howard said she was distraught and tired.
“I just gave up”, she said. “All I cared about
was my husband and his comfort.”

Davis called the County and got more
help. They were then able to get 15 hours
of care a week, but by June 30 time ran out
for that application; they had to reapply for
help. Howard had trouble with the online
application and said she wishes Arlington
would offer paper applications to those who
didn’t grow up with computers.

But there was still not enough support. It
was up to the family to fill in the hours with
private caregivers, paying them out of
pocket, to help take care of her husband.
Howard said she paid an assortment of part-
time workers about $6,000 a month for 8
months in order to keep her husband at
home.

Davis’s research showed that there were
benefits due Howard because of his veteran
status. She called the Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital and they agreed to evaluate
him in D.C.

Davis described a series of events that she
said was almost comical. There they were,
her mother on a walker, her father in a
wheelchair.

Howard remembers the social worker
suggesting her husband “really needs to be
in a nursing home.” Their own doctor too
had said the place for the Howards was not
in their home, but in a facility. But Fayse
Howard didn’t think that was the right so-
lution for her.

Both she and her daughter remember that
painful day at the VA, filling out the long,
involved forms, listing their finances. The
VA sent them home that day with no plan,
and said they could do more the next time
he came.

HOWARD SHAKES her head in dismay
telling the story. “Do they have any idea how
hard it is to get a dementia patient out of
the house, into a car, into a large hospital,
on time, without an accident?” She had to
hire a caregiver just to help get him into
the car.

Then the Howards were put on a waiting
list because there was no staffing for them.
“Imagine,” Howard said with a wry smile.
“They put a 91-year-old man with late stage
Alzheimer’s on a waiting list.”

On Sept. 9, the VA social worker finally
organized care at home. The care from the
VA Hospital was helpful, Howard said, but
there were many challenges.

Howard remained the chief caregiver,
despite the help. She managed the new
challenges thrown her way as the disease
progressed.

“He would hold pills in his mouth,” she
said. “They’d find them later on the floor
when he spit them out.” His dentures no
longer fit so he couldn’t chew his food any-
more so Fayse pureed three meals a day for
him so he could eat.

Fayse Howard found that she alone could
get him to swallow when he resisted, or
calm him down when he was upset. He
would hold her hand, and give it a squeeze.
Sometimes, he’d give her a smile that made
it all worth it, she said.

Although their doctor took good care of
her husband, Howard says she had to tell
him one day to stop telling her to ”remem-
ber you are not alone.”

“I am alone,” she said. “I”ve been alone
since he got sick. When a decision has to be
made, I make it. When I’m all alone in that
house with him and he looks at me for con-
solation, it’s I who have to take his hand
and hold it, and try to keep things even.”

And fewer people came to visit. Those
who did found that Allen Howard always
perked up when an old friend or family
member came by, even if he didn’t remem-
ber them by name. Howard was so
housebound that many times she felt iso

One family’s journey
finding help to care
for husband with
dementia at home.

Threading Your Way Through the Maze

Photo by Eden Brown/The Connection

Fayse Howard at home in Arlington with her dog, Diva.

See Dementia,  NextPage
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COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center

Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.

From Previous Page

Senior Living

lated, and would have really lost
her ability to cope had it not been
for her neighbors, particularly
Woody and Margaret Staeben.
Woody, she said, comes in once a
week to have a beer with her. “We
call it our “meeting”, she laughed.
It meant she and her husband had
not been forgotten.

Howard said she had never
heard of any of the services of Ar-
lington County, like the Personal
Advocate. She hasn’t been to any
community centers. She has a
computer, but doesn’t use the
internet. “I guarantee you without
my daughter, I wouldn’t have
made the second phone call,” she
says of the effort to find help. Allen
Howard had run his own business.
Fayse Howard had given up her
retirement fund to add money to
the business when it was having
trouble. They worked hard, raised
three children, sent one to college.
They had enough to live on, just
not enough to manage a long
health crisis.

Davis says the thing that both-
ered her the most is that “there
was no one to tell us what to do,
no road map.” There were so many
moving pieces.

Patty Sullivan, Interim Opera-
tions Manager of Arlington Neigh-
borhood Village (ANV), agrees it
is a real maze. As a member of the
Arlington Commission on Aging,
she knows there are many services
available to Arlington residents,
but is not sure why the word is just
not reaching those who need the
information, despite the brochures
Arlington hands out.

“There isn’t a system,” she said.
“Medicaid and Medicare, Social
Security, State programs, County
programs — none of them over-
lap.” You can hire a “care man-
ager” to help you thread your way
through the system, but that is
prohibitively expensive, or you can
join Arlington Neighborhood Vil-
lage which provides some personal
advocacy.

“Arlington County doesn’t have
the capacity to handle all the is-
sues with the elderly that are now
coming into play,” she said.

Allen Howard will be laid to rest
in Arlington National Cemetery on
June 24.

Fayse Howard has a little more
she’d like people to know.

“I want people to know it’s not
all bad. When he looked across at
me and smiled, or held my hand”,
Fayse Howard said, “I knew I was
doing the right thing. Knowing
they depend on you, and that the

Finding Help
sound of your voice would still
make a difference to them, even
in the late stages of dementia,
added a dimension to the mean-
ing of marriage that some people
might find hard to understand but
it’s just as beautiful as some other
stages.”

“I want people to
know it’s not all
bad. When he
looked across at me
and smiled, or held
my hand, I knew I
was doing the right
thing. [It] added a
dimension to the
meaning of
marriage that is
just as beautiful as
some other stages.”
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Senior Living

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

C
hantilly High School freshman
Aru Rajpurohit remembers see
ing her great-grandfather
struggle to drink his morning

tea and other beverages, his hands shaking
from Parkinson’s disease.

“As a young child, it was heartbreaking
to see him like this,” Rajpurohit said. “Of-
ten he was embarrassed after spilling in
front of friends and family.”

Motivated by the memory of her great-
grandfather, she’s always wanted to develop
a solution for this problem of spilling caused
by tremors. On Monday, March 28,
Rajpurohit presented her invention called
StabilityCup, a shock-absorbing beverage
holder, at the first Assistive Technology
“Shark Tank” Challenge for Fairfax County
High School Students.

Six finalists from Chantilly High School,
South Lakes High School and Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Tech-
nology presented their innovative solutions
for solving different problems that senior
citizens face.

The challenge originated from the Fairfax
County 50+ Community Action Plan Tech-
nology Committee, which has been work-
ing on an initiative called “Help People Stay
in their Homes with Technology.”

Sharon Lynn, director of the Fairfax Area
Agency on Aging, said the motivation for
creating the challenge was twofold: “Many
students don’t have grandparents that are
local, that they get to interact with. They’re
not really aware what it’s like to have a
grandparent nearby.”

But also, Lynn said, they wanted to en-
courage students to think about the possi-
bilities for how technology can benefit
people, “not just to make life easier in some
way, but can benefit older adults, help them
live at home for a longer period of time and
benefit the community.”

See Shark Tank,  Page 8

‘Shark Tank’ for Seniors
High school students design and present tech products to improve older adults’ lives

Chantilly High
School fresh-
man Aru
Rajpurohit
(left) displays
her
StabilityCup
design with
(right) Supervi-
sor Pat Herrity
(R-Spring-
field).

Chantilly High School sophomores Tanvi Nallanagula (left) and Eric Kim
(right) fabricate their “Ledge Wedge” design that would help better
illuminate staircases for older adults.

Srijay Kasturi (right) monitors a laptop while his father Srini Kasturi (left) observes Charles Schanker (cen-
ter) testing the Stride obstacle-sensing device at Herndon Senior Center.
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6901 Arthur Hills Drive • Gainesville, VA  20155 • 703-743-5490

Community Open House
Put yourself in this picture • Come Live Your Dream!

Sunday, April 10, 2016, 12:30–4:00
55+ Active Adult Community (20% between 50-54)

• Arrange for a short tour of our golf course (Non-resident Memberships Available)
• Meet a volunteer resident, tour the facilities, obtain an information package, enjoy a

relaxed environment!
• Prizes to be awarded
• Realtor and FSBO Open Houses 1–4 p.m. (Independent of Community

Open House)

www.heritagehunt.net

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

d
 K

ne
p

le
y

NewBuyers@heritagehunt.net

Senior Living

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
hen Joyce and Don Lipman
decided to move out of their
Potomac, Md. home, they
opted for a high-end

townhouse instead of a retirement commu-
nity. They gained a cosmopolitan environ-
ment and lost the burdensome maintenance
of a large home.

“My husband always hated taking care of
the grounds and he didn’t want to pay some-
one to do it, and we weren’t ready for a
retirement community,” said Joyce Lipman,
who is 71. “Now I can walk to the shopping
center and to my doctor’s office.  I couldn’t
believe it the first time I was able to go with-
out my car. It was like a new lease on life.”

When another active retired couple de-
cided to downsize and move out of their
home, they opted for a high-end condo-
minium instead of moving to a retirement
community. They enjoy traveling and
own a beach home where they often
spend time. When it came time to de-
sign their new living space, they sought
the help of Kelley Proxmire of Kelley In-
terior Design in Bethesda, Md.

The couple wanted “a pretty, yet prac-
tical home and also a place they could
lock and leave on a moment’s notice,”
said Proxmire.

Condominiums and townhouses are
growing in popularity for midlife couples
because unlike large homes, they don’t
require a lot of maintenance, and they
offer opportunities for living indepen-
dently.

“In the next three to five years, luxury
condominiums are going to be extremely
popular with that age group, those who feel
the colonial home is too big and they don’t
want the … mentality of retirement com-
munities,” said Debbie Miller, an Arlington-
based associate broker with McEnearney

Associates Inc. who specializes in the 55 and
over real estate market. “Luxury condomini-
ums provide a great option.”

Miller says that in addition to proximity
to shopping, dining and public transporta-
tion, amenities such as a 24-hour concierge

service that can handle requests such as
meal delivery and grocery shopping
make high-end buildings sought after
among well-heeled retirees.

The buyers Miller works with are look-
ing for condos “that provide a ‘lock-and-
leave’ advantage for residents who … like
to travel or who spend six months here
and six months elsewhere.”

Such condominiums are prized and of-
ten hard to obtain.

“There are some that are very exclu-
sive and [others that] don’t come on the
market very often,” she said. “I sold a
unit in the Rotonda [in McLean] a year
ago and had multiple offers that were
all cash.”

ONE REASON THAT retirees opt for con-
dominiums over retirement communities is
freedom without restrictions, such as the
frequency or length of stay for overnight
guests. “In a retirement community, your

grandchildren might only be able to visit
for two weeks. Condos provide more of an
independent feel,” said Miller. “Owning a
condo allows them the opportunity to pay
the condo fee and come and go as they
please and someone else takes care of the
maintenance.”

Another reason is proximity, with a con-
dominium community more likely than a
retirement community to be in an urban
environment like Arlington, Reston or
Tysons.

Among the most favored luxury condo-
minium properties in Northern Virginia,
says Miller, are The Palladium of McLean,
Midtown at Reston, the Porto Vecchio in Old
Town Alexandria, and the Turnberry Tower
in Arlington.

“There are many other high-rises that
appeal to the 55 and older crowd due to
convenience and lots of amenities and that
are walkable,” she said.

Gerontology experts offer perspective for
retirees who are looking to buy a new home.
“The main thing is to consider safety,” said
Beverly Middle, DNP, RN, Assistant Profes-
sor of the College of Health and Human
Services in the School of Nursing at George
Mason University. “Communities where
there are other older adults tend to have
services in place to support them.”

Middle recommends using evidence-
based design when creating dwellings suit-
able for seniors. “It’s a new science that’s
geared toward older adults and is very spe-
cific to their needs,” she said.

Addressing retirees’ desire to live a vibrant
and active life that takes freedom and safety
into consideration, some retirement com-
munities are working to broaden their ap-
peal to a wider group of seniors. For ex-
ample, Sunrise Senior Living, based in
McLean, created a Live With Purpose pro-
gram which offers residents structured pro-
grams that include activities for volunteer-
ing and learning.

“No matter your age, each of us has in-
terests, desires and activities that make us
feel whole and help contribute to a mean-
ingful, healthy life,” said Rita Altman, se-
nior vice president of Memory Care & Pro-
gram Services for Sunrise.

Active retirees seek options for independent living, including condos
in Alexandria, Arlington, Tysons, Reston, McLean, Bethesda and
Chevy Chase, among others.

Luxury Condos are a Growth Market for Seniors

Kelley Proxmire designed plush interior for a retired couple who
downsized from a larger home into a luxury condominium.
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“In the next three to five
years, luxury condominiums
are going to be extremely
popular with ... those who
feel the colonial home is too
big and they want the
freedom of locking and
leaving their home.”

— Debbie Miller, McEnearney Associates
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The full 50+ plan includes 31 action
items from a long-range trends and needs
analysis to increasing employment and en-
trepreneurship opportunities for older
adults.

Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield)
chairs the 50+ full committee. He said
“we’ve got a long way to go” implementing
initiatives like prenotification of medical
conditions for 9-1-1 calls and ensuring hous-
ing options for seniors. However other
projects including older adults visiting el-
ementary schools to read and interact with
students (“Grand Involve”), and a free, ride-
scheduling service (“Northern Virginia
Rides”) “are moving forward at light-speed.”

Herrity is especially excited about initia-
tives like Grand Involve and the Shark Tank
Challenge that engage older and younger
adults, that get the generations helping each
other.

“It’s the communication piece,” he said, “
and getting seniors to use technology as an
avenue to expand their communication and
knowledge they might be missing out on.”

Srijay Kasturi, a sophomore at South
Lakes High School, repurposed an ultra-
sonic sensor he had been developing for use
with camera tripods to fashion an aid for
older adults with impaired vision.

“Many seniors would rather suffer from
a lack of vision than use the ‘white cane’
that blind people use,” Katsuri said. “Then
they get labeled as a blind person.”

“Stride” attaches to the user’s shoe and
scans up to six feet ahead within a 45-de-
gree cone. If something’s in the way, the unit

‘Shark Tank’ for Seniors

sends a vibration to a wrap around the
person’s ankle.

Kasturi tested the product at both the
Herndon Senior Center and Nova Labs.
Though he got a lot of positive feedback,
he also saw a lot of room for improvement.
One user with diabetic neuropathy wasn’t
able to feel the vibrations, while another
was unsure of whether to go left or right to
avoid the obstacle in front.

Kasturi’s initiative to go out and test the
design multiple times impressed Mike
Waddell, managing partner and co-
founder of Reston-based Integrity One
Partners, an information technology so-
lutions firm for government clients that

sponsored the challenge.
“This youngster, something touched his

heart,” Waddell said, “and he decided was
going to do something about it.”

Stride wasn’t the only product that had
hurdles to develop. Waddell said he was
surprised that almost all of the students had
a story about how they tried to make some-
thing, it didn’t work, and they kept at it.

Waddell said he appreciated “their
thoughtfulness and tenacity, to go after

something like this, develop all the software
and hardware solutions on their own.

“These are they types of kids we’re look-
ing to employ,” he continued. “It’s why we
do this, to show the younger generation
how much we appreciate what they’re do-
ing.”

Tanvi Nallanagula, a sophomore at
Chantilly High School, was part of a team
that designed and built the Ledge Wedge,
an automatic light that brightens staircases
to help decrease the amount of injuries that
occur from falling.

“Seniors are a really valuable part of our
society,” Nallanagula said. “You sometimes
forget that. As you talk, you can learn so
many things. They still have a lot to teach
us and it does no good to abandon or for-
get them.”

Winners of the Shark Tank Challenge will
be announced at the Fairfax Area Living
Well, Aging Well Summit, a free convention
of vendors, resources and services for se-
niors scheduled for Saturday, April 16 at the
Fairfax County Government Center.

The website for the summit is
www.livingwellfairfax.org. More informa-
tion is also available by phone at 703-324-
7647. For more information on the 50+
Community Action Plan, visit
w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y . g o v / d f s /
olderadultservices/fairfax50plus.htm or call
703-324-5720.

”Stride,” a design by South Lakes High School sophomore Srijay Kasturi,
senses objects up to six feet in front of the wearer and transmits a
vibration to their ankle to warn them.

(Top row, from left) Michael Waddell, Kay Lamer, Supervisor Pat Herrity
(R-Springfield), James Quigley and (bottom, from left) Julie Barber and
Cindy George helped judge the first Fairfax County 50+ Assistive Tech-
nology “Shark Tank” Challenge for Fairfax County High School Students
on March 28.

Chantilly High
School sopho-
mores Megan
Van Rafelghem
and Christine
Shan work on
building their
team’s “Ledge
Wedge” for the
Assistive
Technology
“Shark Tank”
Challenge for
Fairfax County
High School
Students.
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