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Having already
heard and been
opposed to the
potential punish-
ment for Adam
Torres at the plea
hearing, confirma-
tion of the 12-month
jail sentence was
upsetting to John
Geer’s mother Anne.
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We’d like to thank the faculty and staff of LBSS and especially the LBSS PTSA for support of our All Night Graduation Celebration.
A huge thank you to our volunteers: the parents, friends and relatives of the Classes of 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019.

We would also like to extend a special thank you to the Burke Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department and the Fairfax County Police for their vital
presence at our party. Finally, we’d like to thank the staff of the Audrey Moore RECenter for all their help in making the night run smoothly.

Make plans now to support our 2017 party on June 19th, 2017.

Friends of the Class ($1-49)
Bradley Terrill
Dunkin’ Donuts – Burke

Commons
Keene Mill Elementary PTA
Preferred Travel, Inc.
Thomas & Lara Bove

Purple Level ($50-99)
Claude & Maya Poole
David Mustone
Dena Hale
El Pueblo, LLC
Foxfire Grill
Haywood & Ann-Marie

Jackson
Howard Lincoln
John Boulware
Jubilee Christian Center
Karen & Ian Emmons
Kings Park Civic

Association
Krispy Kreme
Quizno’s
Ryan Enterprises, Inc.
Spartans
Swiss Bakery
The Dannahey Family
The Strunk Family
The Willis Family
Trader Joe’s – Fairfax
Trader Joe’s – Springfield

Gold Level ($100-249)
Bracken Opticians
Carl & Kara King
Delegate Dave Albo
Domino’s – Kings Park
Felicia Blair
Fireside Grill
Flowers ‘n’ Ferns
Gyuricza & Hartman
Hard Times Cafe
Lake Braddock Community

Assoc.
Ms. Trang Dinh
Northern Virginia Dental

Associates
Paisano’s – Burke
Patricia David
Peet’s Coffee – Kings Park
Peter & Amy Henry
Scott & Dena Hale
Second Cherry Run HOA
Subway – Huntsman Square
Subway – Kings Park
Susan Kalweit
The Car Connection
The Szipszky Family
Wegmans
Whole Foods
Sydney Marrs

Bruin Level ($250-499)
Burke & Herbert
Burke Lion’s Club
Burke Station Citizens

Assoc., Inc.
Burke Veterinary Clinic
Chick-fil-A – Fair Oaks Mall
Chipotle – Burke
Church of the Nativity
Container Store
Ellis Orthodontics
Glory Days – Burke
KC Automotive
Lifetouch National School

Studios, Inc.
Nail À La Mode
Queens Gate HOA

Corporate Level
Austin Grill
Burke Volunteer Fire &

Rescue
Fairfax County Park

Authority
Fairfax County Police

Department
South Run Regency HOA
Village Veterinary Clinic

Thank you to the 2016 LBSS PTSA All Night Grad Party Supporters!
The Lake Braddock Senior Class of 2016 and their families would like to thank the following businesses,
organizations and individuals for their support of the PTSA-sponsored alcohol- and drug-free All Night
Graduation Celebration which was held on June 16th, 2016, at the Audrey Moore RECenter at Wakefield Park.
We are grateful for their generous contributions and commitment to the young people of our community.
Please support these organizations that invest in the success of Lake Braddock Secondary School.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

F
or the first time in its three-quar-
ters of a century in existence, a
Fairfax County Police officer has
been convicted and sentenced af-

ter an officer-involved shooting death.
After pleading guilty to felony involun-

tary manslaughter in the shooting death of
Springfield resident John Geer, former
Fairfax County Police Officer Adam Torres
could be a free man within a matter of
weeks.

Torres was set to go to trial April 18 for
murdering Geer, shooting him in the chest
with his service weapon in August 2013,
when the defense and prosecution an-
nounced the surprise agreement.

Fairfax County Circuit Court Judge Rob-
ert J. Smith announced Friday June 24 he
was ruling in concert with the sentence
length set forth in the plea agreement: 12
months jail time.

Smith spoke to a crowded courtroom that
he had “reached a solution that may not
please everyone.” But he said he hopes it
brings “some measure of justice” to Geer’s
family, Harrington and their two daughters.

Following his release, Torres will serve a
three-year probation period. Since his time
already served counts toward the sentence,
Commonwealth’s Attorney Raymond F.
Morrogh said Torres could be released
within days or weeks. Typically in year-long
sentences, Morrogh explained, inmates ex-
hibiting good behavior can be released in
as few as 10 months.

Torres’ attorney John F. Carroll said that
Torres has been a “model inmate” in his time
in the prison. After the Geer shooting, he
was placed on administrative leave before
being fired many months later. Torres ran
the intern program successfully, Carroll said,
and exhibited “no indications of a continu-
ing problem.”

ANNE GEER, John’s mother, spoke at
Torres’ sentencing hearing, the final witness
in the case. Clad in a black suit, she walked
past Torres and his attorneys, keeping her
eyes fixed in front of her.

Anne Geer had already heard of the po-
tential punishment for Torres at the plea
hearing, and the confirmation of the 12-
month jail sentence was upsetting to her.

Anne Geer cited the great length of time
she and her family didn’t know any details
of her son’s death, including the name of
the officer who shot him. She said her John
“was executed by a police officer” and that
Judge Smith’s sentence “completely negates

the intent to kill.”
“If I went out and shot and killed some-

body,” she said in interviews following the
hearing, “I’d never see the light of day
again.”

The police and county released virtually
no information about the case for 17
months. After the Geer family filed a $12
million wrongful death lawsuit that also
called for the release of incident informa-
tion, a court order forced release of details
and the name of the officer who fired the
fatal shot.

“It’s Insulting to suggest for the crime of
murder someone would only spend one year
in jail,” Anne Geer said. “John will spend
forever in his grave. I ask: Where is the jus-
tice for John?”

Torres was among several officers who
responded to Geer’s residence after his long-
time girlfriend and mother of his children
Maura Harrington called the police.

Geer was upset over hearing that she was
planning to move out. He was throwing her
belongings out on to the lawn.

A 40-minute conversation took place be-

tween Torres, another officer and Geer,
while Geer stood in the doorway of his
home with hands resting above his head on
the doorframe.

Torres claimed to have seen Geer drop
his hands suddenly and reacted quickly and
shot Geer. His version wasn’t corroborated
by the other officers with him on the scene.

Torres gave an apology at the plea hear-
ing in April, but had no response or state-
ment at sentencing.

In a brief interview following the proceed-
ings on June 24, Torres’ attorney Carroll was
asked whether his client truly thought he
had done anything wrong.

“He absolutely has remorse,” Carroll said,
adding Torres expressed that as part of the
plea.

Carroll repeated that “many of the facts”
of the case “are not in dispute” and that the
agreed upon sentence was “a good resolu-
tion for everyone.”

Commonwealth’s Attorney Morrogh, also
speaking after the sentencing, said he felt
the 12 months was “appropriate,” though
not the ideal outcome. “It’s a fact of life you

can’t please everyone.”
Morrogh said he would’ve preferred to try

the case, but acknowledged it’s “very diffi-
cult to convict a police officer … you can’t
second guess them.”

By avoiding trial, the family also avoided
the possibility of one of Geer’s daughters
being forced to testify.

THE FAMILY just wanted to see Torres
punished, Morrogh said. “It’s not a perfect
punishment.”

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Sharon Bulova and Police Chief
Edwin Roessler released individual state-
ments in response to the ruling, mailed to-
gether.

“The death of John Geer was a tragic
event and a painful chapter in Fairfax
County history,” Bulova’s statement reads.
“With today’s sentencing, the justice system
has done its part. Although Adam Torres’
act cannot be undone, there are many things
Fairfax County can do to ensure future trag-
edies such as this never happen again. The
Board of Supervisors and the Fairfax County
Police Department have worked together to
implement policy changes recommended by
the Ad Hoc Police Practices Review Com-
mission. These changes are reengineering
the way officers are trained to respond to
critical incidents and the way the Police
Department and the County communicate
information to the public. We are commit-
ted to promoting community trust and mak-
ing our Police Department a national model
moving forward.”

In his statement, Roessler said, “My
thoughts and prayers remain with the Geer
family, the friends and loved ones of Mr.
John Geer, the community we proudly serve
and the men and women of the Fairfax
County Police Department. We support the
judicial process and the Office of the
Commonwealth’s Attorney. The action of
one former employee is not reflective of the
honorable work performed by the members
of our Department, sworn, civilian and vol-
unteer.”

‘Some Measure of Justice’
Former Police Officer
Torres sentenced to
12 months for killing
John Geer.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Adam Torres’ attorney
John F. Carroll speaks
to reporters outside
the Fairfax County
Courthouse following
his client’s sentencing
of 12 months in jail
for felony involuntary
manslaughter.

Having already heard
and been opposed to
the potential punish-
ment for Adam Torres
at the plea hearing,
confirmation of the
12-month jail sen-
tence was upsetting to
John Geer’s mother
Anne.

Commonwealth’s
Attorney Raymond
Morrogh said he felt
the 12 months was
“appropriate,” though
not the ideal outcome
in the shooting death
of John Geer.

Statement of Thanks
from the Geers

In addition to her remarks in court, Anne Geer
released a statement thanking the media for their
coverage of her family’s saga, and the progressive
policy work of the Ad Hoc Police Practices Review
Commission:

“The media have made important contributions
not only in keeping the public informed of the
progress herein but keeping us apprized of the
bureaucratic lack of transparency and cooperation,
of the stonewalling, politics and secrecy, which
have undermined the character of our justice sys-
tem as it applies to this action. We thank you all
for your dedication and especially for your accu-
racy in this particular case.

“And last but not least, we would like to thank
the members of the Ad Hoc Police Practices Review
Commission for the hundreds of hours and hard
work they contributed to making important guide-
lines for use of force, accountability and
transparency within the Police Department. Full
implementation should make drastic improve-
ments in the way the police community interacts
with its citizens, thus providing a valuable model
for other jurisdictions in our nation. We look for-
ward to that.”

Clad in a
black suit,

John Geer’s
mother Anne

walked
calmly past

Adam Torres
and his

attorneys.

Photo courtesy

of John

McDonnell/The

Washington Post

Lorton/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

By Ashley Simpson

The Connection

F
airfax County experiences heroin
overdoses every day, according to
county officials. To help raise
awareness, a second county-wide

Heroin and Prescription Drug Abuse Town
Hall was held June 14 at Centreville High
School.

“I first got involved in this issue when
there were a couple heroin-related deaths
in my district two years ago,” Springfield
District Supervisor Pat Herrity said. “It was
an underreported problem so the board
approved a motion to set up a task force.
This is a battle that, frankly, everyone in
this country — across our very county, in
our neighborhoods, is facing. We are see-
ing evidence of this epidemic daily in Fairfax
County.”

Herrity, along with Sully District Super-
visor Kathy Smith and At-Large School
Board member Jeanette Hough, hosted the
informational forum which attracted an
audience of 50 residents.

“The board gets alerted every time there
is an incident, and let me tell you: it’s a daily
occurrence,” Herrity said. “We are getting
several emails a week, and a large percent-
age of users are between the ages of 18 and
35. Among the high school students af-
fected, there are plenty of kids you wouldn’t
suspect.”

THE VICTIMS of heroin and other opio-
ids don’t fit a profile,

Herrity added that a 4.0 GPA and a col-
lege application filled with lists of extracur-
ricular activities and award-winning sports
performances do not rule out the possibil-
ity of drug use.

The town hall meeting featured speakers
from the Drug Enforcement Administration,
the Fairfax County Police Department, from
the school system and from professional
drug counselors who presented facts about
the use of heroin in Fairfax County.

In his talk, Fairfax County Police Lieuten-
ant James Cox said that during the previ-
ous weekend, there were more than four
overdoses. Cox added he received a call
about an overdose during the two-hour
town hall meeting.

Herrity said that those who went to the
town hall meeting came away with a mes-
sage of hope. Among words of encourage-
ment, the presenters let their audience
know how to get help in Northern Virginia.

“This was a meeting to make sure people
know there is a problem across all popula-
tions of Fairfax County, and on top of that,
the depth and breadth of the problem,”
Herrity said. “We also let everyone know
where to get help, that there is hope, and
to let people know what we in the county
are doing about it. The town hall structure

also gave us the opportunity to hear what
members of the community think we should
do about it.”

Aside from specialists and county officials,
there were also people at the town hall shar-
ing their personal stories.

Rona Powell, mother of a Centreville High
School student who lost her life this past
March to a prescription drug overdose, was
also in attendance and addressed both the
audience and the cameras from local Chan-
nels 5 and 7.

Despite her daughter’s tragic death,
Powell said she came away from the event
— in the same place where her beloved
daughter went to school every day just
months before — with hope.

“I think this shows that there’s hope for
this community, for people throughout the
country to be able to take hold of these ad-

“Someone in the family gets a prescription
for pain pills like oxycodone. Then, another
member tries a tablet. Then, their life
quickly becomes ‘chasing the dragon.’ The
street value of an oxycodone pill, for ex-
ample, can be $80.”

This is where the addiction can morph
into a heroin dependency. A much cheaper
drug, heroin can be snorted or injected, and
produces similar side effects and sensations
of the prescription drugs that began the
addiction in the first place. A heroin addict
in recovery for eight years also addressed
the crowd, showing firsthand that recovery
from such a potent substance is possible.

HERRITY said that while awareness is step
one, he has already put motions before the
board that will result in war on what seems
to be such easy access to these lethal sub-
stances.

“At the town hall, we discussed a motion
before the board to get licensed drug coun-
selors back in schools,” Herrity said, ex-
plaining that such professionals were re-
moved from the public school system
roughly three years ago. “Of course seeing
this initiative come to fruition will take time,
but the motion to work on the idea was
passed. The Community Services Board is
seriously looking into making this happen
right now.”

Herrity has other ideas too, but he em-
phasized that it all comes down to first and
foremost spreading the word. He said he
wished that there had been more attendants
at the Centreville High School meeting.

“The biggest public feedback from par-
ents that had children in recovery was that
we need to get the word out,” he said. “So
many of these parents had no idea what
their kids were going through. We are com-
mitted to ensure that we have the most edu-
cated possible community in order to pre-
vent further tragedy. In addition to getting
these counselors back in schools, we need
to get these prescriptions out of medicine
cabinets.”

dictions and these drugs and to give these
kids education and support. Tonight, it felt
like I wasn’t alone,” she said.

Powell added that since her daughter’s
loss, she is dedicated to preventing such
lethal addictions from affecting other fami-
lies. She wants to be an advocate for other
parents in her position.

Herrity, who has served on the Board of
Supervisors since 2009, said that, from what
he’s seen, the opioid abuse has been on a
steep rise for the last five years. These strong
prescription painkillers are highly addictive.
On the flip side, Herrity explained, they are
commonly prescribed for minor surgeries
and when the patient’s pain subsides, the
pills remain in medicine cabinets for other
household members to find and try one —
or more.

“It starts in the medicine cabinet,” he said.

Hope in the Fight Against Drug Dependency
Meeting highlights
battles in every
neighborhood.

Springfield District Supervisor Pat Herrity leads the discussion at the
county-wide Heroin and Prescription Drug Abuse Town Hall in
Centreville High School on June 14.
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Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or call
703-778-9416. The deadline for submissions is
the Friday prior to publication. Dated an-
nouncements should be submitted at least two
weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/JUNE 30
Swearing-In Ceremony for Fairfax City

Officials. 7 p.m. Veterans Amphitheater at
City Hall, 10455 Armstrong St. Fairfax. RSVP
703-385-7850.

TUESDAY/JULY 12
Grief Walk Support Group. 7-8:30 p.m.

Immanuel Bible Curch, 6911 Braddock Road,
Springfield. A place where hurting people
can find healing and hope in Christ.
imannuelbible.net.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 13
Cops and Kids Day. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Stacy C.

Sherwood Community Center, 3740 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Meet the police chief, see
demonstrations. Snacks and questions with

officers. Contact Sgt. Hinesley at
police.information@fairfaxva.gov or 703-273-
2889 to register.

Mental Health Resources for Local Youth.
1:30-3:30 p.m. Conference Center Rooms 9, 10,
12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
Learn about the integrated network of
community-based services and supports that are
organized to meet the challenges of youth with
serious mental health and other complex needs
and the services designed to assist their families.
Register at farifaxcounty.gov/ncs/cic. 703-324-
3453.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 20
COBRA/04 Industry Day. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 6550

Loisdale Road, Springfield. Military medical
research conference on the upcoming DoD
solicitation Omnibus 4 to acquire military
medical research. Elements include medical
simulation and information sciences, infectious
diseases, military operational medicine, combat
casualty care, and clinical and rehabilitative
medicine. Advanced registration is available and
recommended. Free. phil.borja@gmail.com.
www.ee-volve.com.

THURSDAY/JULY 21
Coffee and Conversation. 8:45-10 a.m. The

Bistro at Courtyard Springfield, 6710
Commerce St., Springfield. Lake Accotink
Master Plan. Landscape architect Gayle A.
Hooper with the Park Authority will lead the
discussion. For registration information,
703-866-3500.

ONGOING
Burke Rotary Club Meeting. Tuesdays from

7:15-8:30 a.m. Anita’s Restaurant, 9278 Old
Keene Mill Road, Burke. Meetings with
breakfast and program.
www.burkerotary.org.

Burke Lake Seniors Golf League seeks
members. Interested golfers are invited to
join the Burke Lake Seniors Golf League.
Must be 55 and older, enjoy playing golf,
meeting new people and having an all–-
around good time. Reserved tee times on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at the Par 3
Burke Lake Golf Course on Ox Road. Annual
dues for the season – April 1 through
October 31 – are $20 plus green fees. For
more information, call Charlie Ryan 703-
690-4227.

Bulletin Board
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People

Chandra Kumar has been se-
lected as the new executive
director at Greenspring, an

Erickson Living retirement com-
munity in Springfield. In this role,
Kumar will oversee the daily op-
erations at the 58-acre campus
with nearly 2,000 residents.

Kumar has more than twenty
years of experience in the senior
living industry, including serving
the past two years as the associ-
ate executive director at
Riderwood, an Erickson Living
community in Silver Spring, Mary-
land.

“We are very excited to have
Chandra leading the team at
Greenspring,” said Erickson
Living’s vice president of Regional
Operations Chip Warner.

“She is a proven leader in senior
living who has tremendous pas-
sion for this work and has consis-
tently delivered superior quality
services and health care for older
adults.”

Kumar’s career history also in-
cludes serving as administrator for
Friends House, a continuing care
retirement community in Sandy
Spring, Maryland, vice president

for Amertel Communication, as
well as health care administrator
and assisted living manager for
Marriott Senior Living Services
and its successor, Sunrise Senior
Living.

Kumar holds a B.S. degree in
Accounting from the University of
Maryland, College Park, and an
M.A. in Management of Aging Ser-
vices from the Erickson School of
Aging at the University of Mary-
land, Baltimore County. She has
been a licensed Nursing Home
administrator in Maryland for over
twenty years.

Further information about
Greenspring can be found at http:/
/bit.ly/hRFmTc.

Chandra Kumar Selected as the New
Executive Director at Greenspring

Chandra Kumar.
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Metropolitan School of the Arts, first academy gradu-
ates, from left: Charlyn Rand, Roxanne King, Lexi
Rhem, Adia Walker, Samantha Horning, Georgia Mon-
roe, Ben Cherington, Jeremiah Porter, Sarah
Christophersen and Allison Hansen.

Metropolitan School of Arts
Honors First Graduating Class
M

etropolitan School
of the Arts (MSA) of
Alexandria held its

first high school graduation
since its opening. Ten area stu-
dents earned their high school
diploma from the Metropolitan
School of the Arts Academy,
now located in the newly reno-
vated, expanded Alexandria
school and studios. Students are
heading to colleges around the
United States, and earned $1.6
million in academic college
scholarships. Go to
www.metropolitanarts.org for
more information.

The 2016 Metropolitan
School of the Arts Academy
graduates include: Ben
Cherington of Fairfax Station,
headed to Carnegie Melon Uni-
versity in Pittsburg, Penn; Sarah
Christophersen of Fairfax Sta-
tion, going to University of
Michigan; Allison Hansen of
Fredericksburg, attending Col-
lege of Charleston in Charles-
ton, S.C.; Samantha Horning of
Woodbridge, headed to
Emerson College in Boston;
Roxanne King of Alexandria,
going to Columbia College Chi-

cago; Georgia Monroe of
Ashburn,headed to PACE Univer-
sity in NYC; Jeremiah Porter of
Brooklyn, N.Y., going to Ithaca
College in Ithaca, N.Y.; Charlyn
Rand of Virginia Beach, going to
Palm Beach Atlantic University in
West Palm Beach, Fla; Lexi Rhem
of Springfield, attending the The
Hartt School at University of Hart-
ford in Hartford, Conn.; and Adia
Walker of Fredericksburg, to at-
tend American Musical and Dra-
matic Academy in Los Angeles.

Metropolitan School of the Arts
is closing its Lorton campus June
30, and moving its Academy to its
newly expanded Alexandria/
Kingstowne headquarters, that

will now provide additional
space for its Academy, studios
and soon-to-be constructed
Black Box theatre.

“We’re overjoyed to see these
successful graduates go on to
some of the most elite college
programs, as well as achieving
academic scholarships,” said
Melissa Dobbs, founder and
president of Metropolitan
School of the Arts of Alexan-
dria. “We encourage everyone
to visit our reconstructed space
in Alexandria,” said Dobbs.

To help support Metropolitan
School of the Arts Black Box
Theatre campaign, please visit
www.metrpolitanarts.org

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know –
get your paper before
it hits the press.

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edi-
tion, including photos
and ads, delivered
weekly to your e-mail
box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Opinion

I
ndependence Day is a national celebra-
tion, and for many, that celebration in-
cludes alcohol. The summer overall and
July 4 in particular are times of greater

risk for drinking and driving.
This is true for the young adults over 21 liv-

ing with you, and unfortunately also for many
teens who are under 21. More on that below.

For all revelers: Make a plan. Plan to cel-
ebrate with access to public transportation.
Plan to have a designated driver. Plan to cel-
ebrate in a place safe and comfortable to spend
the night.

But in case those plans go awry, here is an
alternative safety net.

On the night of Monday, July
4, the Washington Regional
Alcohol Program will offer free

taxi rides home (up to $30), beginning at 10
p.m. for six hours until 4 a.m. the morning of
Tuesday, July 5. Participants must be at least
21. Call 1-800-200-TAXI.

On July 4, 2015, more than 230 people used
WRAP’s SoberRide service rather than possi-
bly driving home impaired.

In summer, 44 percent of all U.S. traffic
deaths are caused by alcohol-impaired drivers,
according to statistics provided by WRAP.
SoberRide is a way to help keep local roads
safe from impaired drivers during this tradi-
tionally high-risk holiday.

On July 4, historically, more than 40 percent

of traffic deaths in the U.S. are caused by drunk
drivers; more than 20 percent of the drunk
drivers involved in those deaths had blood al-
cohol concentrations of nearly twice the legal
limit, said Kurt Erickson of WRAP.

SoberRide is only available for those over
21. For parents of young adults who may be
living at home and parents of those under 21,
this is time to talk. Ask about plans, ask spe-

Getting Home Safely on Independence Day

Connection Families, Pet Connection
The Pet Connection, a twice-yearly spe-

cial edition, will publish on July 27, and
photos and stories of your pets with you and
your family should be submitted by July 17.

We invite you to send us stories about
your pets, photos of you and your family
with your cats, dogs, llamas, alpacas, po-
nies, hamsters, snakes, lizards, frogs, rab-
bits, or whatever other creatures share your
life with you.

Tell us the story of a special bond between
a child and a dog, the story of how you came
to adopt your pet, or examples of amazing
feats of your creatures.

Do you volunteer at an animal shelter or
therapeutic riding center or take your pet
to visit people in a nursing home? Does your
business have a pet? Is your business about

cifically about getting home. Let your younger
family members know that you would much
rather pay for a cab or come get them yourself
than run the risk of losing them.

This is a message important for the tail end
of graduation season and good for the whole
summer, which is the time of the highest risk
for teen drivers.

Visit www.soberride.com for more.

Editorial

pets? Have you helped to train an assistance
dog? Do you or someone in your family
depend on an assistance dog?

Or take this opportunity to memorialize
a beloved pet you have lost.

Just a cute photo is fine too. Our favorite
pictures include both pets and humans.

Please tell us a little bit about your crea-
ture, identify everyone in the photo, give a
brief description what is happening in the
photo, and include address and phone num-
ber (we will not publish your address or
phone number, just your town name).

Email to south@connectionnews
papers.com or submit online at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/pets.

For advertising, email sales@connection
newspapers.com or call 703-778-9431.

To the Editor:
This is in response to U.S. Rep. Gerry

Connolly’s opinion piece titled “Stem Gun Vio-
lence Epidemic” (The Connection, June 22-28).

It frustrates me that so many anti-gun people,
including U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine and, most re-
cently, Representative Connolly in his edito-
rial in the Connection, simply do not under-
stand history. Specifically, they either ignore,
are ignorant of, or simply don’t grasp the truth
behind the Founders’ intent when they wrote
the Second Amendment (2A). Mr. Connolly’s
observation that “certainly our Founding Fa-
thers did not envision AR-15 semi-automatic
rifles when they drafted the Second Amend-
ment” demonstrates a profound lack of under-
standing of the intent of the 2A. That the
Founders didn’t have the AR-15 in mind when
they wrote the 2A may be true, but it’s also
totally not relevant to what they did have in
mind.

What Democrats and anti-rights [advocates]
want is to ban all effective weapons in Ameri-
can hands. Without realizing it (maybe), they
pursue and promote Marxist goals of making
the public subservient to the government boot.
That is the exact opposite of why the 2A is in
the Constitution in the first place: it is there to
balance federal power.

Ever since the so-called Gun Control Act of
1968, when officials could get all the machine
guns they wanted, but you and I could only
get single-shot rifles like the AR-15, we have
been sub-armed. The balance of power flipped
decisively to government. Ours fire only one
shot at a time, and are all we have left. Antis

think they’re assault weapon machine guns, but
they took those from us back in 1968.

Then they yell at the NRA for blocking “rea-
sonable common sense bills.” They are noth-
ing of the sort. Banning the AR-15 — the fin-
est defensive rifle made in America, the choice
of police who are otherwise outgunned against
exactly the same criminals common civilians
face — would have no effect against jihadis.

If Americans are sub-armed, limited to bolt-
action wood guns, or some other total infringe-
ment that leaves America in a completely un-
balanced state, the shining light of freedom
will have been extinguished. The jihadis will
have won. With asymmetrical warfare under-
way, we should be teaching Americans how to
shoot, and arming them better, not passing
laws to infringe their gun rights.

The founders were not thinking of muskets
and blunderbusses when they crafted the 2A.
They said the right to bear “arms” shall not be
infringed. “Arms” is a very broad term, delib-
erately used because they felt the citizenry
necessarily must be on equal footing with the
government when the need to resist tyranny
arises. … Stated simplistically, if the govern-
ment has howitzers, so, too, should the citi-
zenry have howitzers. ...

Additionally, the founders and framers idea
of “well-regulated” had nothing to do with
government restrictions on gun ownership
(hence the very clear declaration, “Shall Not
Be Infringed,” at the end of the 2A) or the
government’s ability to monitor gun owners,
but instead had to do with a militia of civilians
being well-trained and self-sufficient. (Recall

that George Mason stated, “I ask, sir, what is
the militia? It is the whole people except for a
few public officials.”) The 2A’s purpose is to
protect a free State from government tyranny.
The gross misreading that government is sup-
posed to regulate the Second Amendment is
like suggesting a burglar ought to have the
security code to one’s home alarm system. It’s
ridiculous. ...

Aside from the government, if a violent
armed criminal threatens me, my family, and
my home, it stands to reason that I should have
at my disposal the same level of defensive
means that he/she/they has/have at their dis-
posal for offensive means. (Don’t think of flint-
lock muskets!) Targets of violent criminals are
entitled to be on equal arms footing if they
are to survive. Now that’s “common sense!”

Paul Carlock
Fairfax Station

Gross Misreading of the Second Amendment
Letter to the Editor

Write
The Connection welcomes views on any
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noon Friday. Letters must be signed. Include
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

All Seats $2.00, 10 for $15 or All 11 Movies for $11

Fairfax • Corner of Rt. 123 & Braddock
703-273-7111

July 4-July 8..ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS: CHIPWRECKED (G)
July 11-July 15.......................................THE SANDLOT (PG)
July 18-July 22.................................KUNG-FU PANDA (PG)
July 25-July 29......................................................RIO (PG)
August 1-August 5......................THE PRINCESS BRIDE (PG)

UNIVERSITY MALL THEATRES

10 A.M. Shows Monday—Friday
SUMMER CINEMA CAMP!

Proudly Presents This Year’s Movies

703-323-1188
The Heat Is On

For Summer Savings!
Huge Selection of Annuals in Stock

• Excellent selection of trees and shrubs
• Annuals, Perennials, Herbs
• House Plants and Gift Items
• Landscape Services
• Wild Bird Supplies
• Mulches, Soils and Seed

9401 Burke Road • Open Mon-Sat. 8-8, Sun 8-7
www.burkenursery.com

One coupon per customer, per day. Not valid with any
other offers. Not valid on sale items or landscape

design services. Offer expires 7/15/16.

20% OFF
ALL HYDRANGEAS

No limit. Not valid with any other offers.
Not valid on sale items or landscape design

services. Offer expires 7/15/16.

Any Hanging Basket

$500 OFF
c c

Does not include Fountains. Not valid with
any other offers. Offer expires 7/15/16.

All Pottery & Statuary
20% OFF

50% OFF Market Packs: Reg. $2.49, Now $1.25!
While Supplies Last

Fertilizing, Seeding, Aeration,
Tree & Shrub care.

703-323-5544

Letters

To the Editor:
As a current teacher, I observe

children who develop literacy
skills at home achieve in school.
Studies show home environment
has an impact on children’s
beginning reading skills. One way
to develop literacy skills is to ask
questions while reading (e.g.,
what will happen next?; how did
the story end?) One study found
92 percent of first graders were
stronger readers because of
literacy skills fostered at home.

“You may be thinking, what
skills should we work on?”

Your child’s teacher is a resource
for suggesting beginning reading
skills. Many children need letter/
sound recognition, and rhyming
skills. Letter/sound recognition
can be reinforced by writing let-

ters on cards, mixing them, and
practicing 6-8 cards daily.

Also, sing nursery rhymes to
stress the rhyming pattern. If your
child doesn’t enjoy reading inde-
pendently, ask him/her to read
aloud, or take turns reading.

Having access to books helps
children practice, and research
shows when students read at
home their reading achievement
and motivation increases. Visiting
the local library and/or having a
book swap (i.e., where children
trade/share books) can provide
children multitude of books at
little/no cost. As parents, it is im-
portant to understand that chil-
dren need to be motivated to read.
A study revealed reading engage-
ment is directly linked with read-
ing achievement.

There are activities to motivate
your child to read. Visiting the li-
brary; choosing daily time to read
; having a bookshelf for your
child’s books; choosing magazines
to be delivered. Reading is a skill
beginning in early childhood and
developing throughout schooling.
Research shows if children are ex-
posed to a variety of literature
early, they are more motivated to
read difficult material in adoles-
cence.

When children are exposed to
literacy skills early, they are more
likely to be successful. As a par-
ent, remember that supporting lit-
eracy skills begins at home.

Carla Richter
Fairfax

Reading Begins At Home

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

Grace Presbyterian Church in
Springfield, 7434 Bath St., is hosting a
Camp Hanover Day Camp July 11-15
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Children who have
completed kindergarten to sixth grade
are invited to attend. To register, or for
additional registration, visit
www.camphanover.org/grace-day-
camp

Jubilee Christian Center  of
Fairfax is restarting its “Living Free”
support groups for the Spring on
Wednesdays, starting on Mar. 30, 7:15
p.m. The support groups are free, and
will cover “Stepping into Freedom,”
“Concerned Persons Group” (for family
and friends of addicts), “Understanding
and Overcoming Depression,” “The Im-

age of God in You,” and “Handling Loss
and Grief.”

There will also be support groups
meeting on Sundays, 10:10 a.m. 4650
Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax. For informa-
tion or to register, call 703)-383-1170,
email livingfree@jccag.org or
seewww.jccag.org.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the
corner of Fairfax County Parkway and
Burke Lake Roads, holds a bible study
fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays followed
by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery
care and children’s church also pro-
vided. 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax
Station, 703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist
Center, 10875 Main St., Fairfax City
provides free classes to both newcomers
and advanced practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhism. The center emphasizes work-
ing with the mind and learning how to

Faith Notes

understand the workings of the mind,
overcoming inner causes of suffering,
while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa
Rinpoche, the center is a place of study,
contemplation and meditation. Visit
http://www.guhyasamaja.org for more
information.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers ser-
vices at two locations, in Fairfax at 5114
Twinbrook Road and in Clifton at 13421
Twin Lakes Drive. Services in Fairfax are
held on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and Sun-
days at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services in
Clifton are held on Sundays at 8:15 and
10:30 a.m. 703-323-9500 or
www.Lordoflifeva.org.

First Baptist Church of Spring-
field offers Sunday school at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10:30 a.m. worship ser-
vice at 7300 Gary St., Springfield.
703-451-1500 or
www.fbcspringfield.org.

Chaplain Corps
Candidate Applications

The Fairfax Community Chaplain Corps is accept-
ing candidate applications up to August 2016. Eli-
gible clergy are those ordained/invested clergy re-
siding in Fairfax County.

Area Roundups

Candidates from diverse ethnic and cultural back-
grounds who speak a language in addition to En-
glish are encouraged to apply. The FCCC Corps pro-
vides chaplain services to Fairfax County residents
following a disaster or crisis. They work in conjunc-
tion with Police and Fire and Rescue Chaplains.

To learn more contact Renice Holman at
Renice.Holman@fairfaxcounty.gov or 703-324-7608.
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

OUTSTANDING SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facility!

Winner of American Institute
of Architects Award

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,

Fairview, White Oaks, Orange Hunt, Sangster,
Hunt Valley and Cherry Run Elementary Schools.

Emphasis on special events, sports, time for
homework, and student’s choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2016-2017 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

Burke, Springfield,
Fairfax, Lorton
Fairfax Station

Connection Families

Planning Memorable, Meaningful Family Vacations
Tips for turning summer trips into a
lifetime of memories.

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

A
s summer gets under-
way, vacation-bound
families are packing
their bags and heading

out of town. Vacations often fly by
— months of planning and antici-
pating can be over in the blink of
an eye. With a little advanced plan-
ning and forethought, however,
even a quick weekend trip or a visit
to relatives can become meaning-
ful and memorable.

To begin with, give all family
members an opportunity to be part
of the travel planning. “Let kids
have some input into what the plan
is,” said Linda Gulyn, professor of
psychology at Marymount Univer-
sity in Arlington. “For instance, if
you want to take them to the
beach, let them choose something
that they want to do at the beach,
something that’s important to
them. That creates a balance be-

tween each kid’s interests and the
family’s interest.”

Allowing children to have a say
in the plan sets the stage for a
memorable vacation. “You can
show them pictures in a guide book
of age-appropriate activities that
you would be willing to do as well,”
said Karen Prince, LCSW, a
Bethesda, Maryland-based psycho-
therapist. “It’s important to give
kids a voice because it’s their va-
cation, too.”

Indulging in some screen time on
a family vacation is fine, said
Gulyn, as long as there is a balance
between screen time and family
time, and screen limits are set be-
fore the vacation begins.

“Try to be positive about it in-
stead of punitive,” she said.

“Negotiate screen time and make
it reasonable. Always get the kids’
input to reduce family stress. You
don’t want the family vacation to
be dominated by these issues if you
can negotiate them ahead of time.”

Photo

Contributed

and oceans, documenting a trip
with photographs will help pre-
serve your favorite memories. This
is made easier with the ubiquity of
smart phones and tablets, and the
entire family can participate.

“Encourage kids to take pictures
of the event on their phone as op-
posed to just messing around with
it,” said Gulyn. “Social media is
very picture oriented. If kids have
the job of taking the family pic-
tures, that’s cool.”

“You can give [children] an in-
expensive camera that you get for
$10 at CVS,” said Prince. “That way
they can capture memories as they
go.”

Discuss expectations
and hopes for the va-
cation so each family
member can clarify his
or her own interests
and hear other family
members’ ideas, and
the family can set realistic plans
that keep everyone’s needs in
mind.

 “I’d recommend a wish list and
perhaps agree everyone gets to
have at least one wish fulfilled,”

said Amy L. Best, Ph.D., professor
and chair of the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology at
George Mason University.

Make a plan for mediating con-
flicts that are likely to arise in even
the most easygoing families. “It’s
easy to get bogged down in small
conflicts that can cast a dark
shadow,” said Best. “Doing some
anticipatory work is a good idea.”

At the end of each day, take stock
of how the vacation is going and
make adjustments along the way
as necessary, said Prince. “That way
you don’t have the whole vacation
go by and find out that the kids

didn’t enjoy it,” she said. “There is
often the expectation that a vaca-
tion is going to be nirvana the en-
tire time and it doesn’t happen that
way. Things come up unexpectedly
and you adjust.”

“Family vacations are an oppor-
tunity to teach kids how to be part
of a team and how to cooperate,”
said Prince.

“Be prepared for activities that
you enjoy but they don’t,” said
child psychologist Stacie Isenberg,
Psy.D., “If you love viewing art but
your kids don’t, bring drawing pads
and books to keep them occupied
while you admire the artwork for
just a little longer. Create chal-
lenges and games for them during
less exciting outings, such as ‘I spy’
or scavenger hunts.”

It’s a good idea to create some
family vacation rituals, advises

Best. “If it’s a place you
return to frequently, try
some new things, but
do the round of tradi-
tions,” she said. “This
will strengthen kids’ at-
tachments to the place
and create lasting posi-

tive memories.”
Remember to schedule time for

rest and food breaks. “Even the
best travelers need some time to
replenish themselves,” said
Isenberg.

Allowing chil-
dren to choose
age-appropriate
activities from a
travel guidebook
is one way to
include them in
the vacation
planning pro-
cess.

Don’t rule out allowing a child’s
friends to join the family vacation.
“I think what happens as kids get
into adolescence they want to form

an identity outside the immediate
family,” said Gulyn. “Including a
friend is a nice balance because the
family unit gets respected and the

family gets to know and spend time
with the friend.”

From family group shots to pic-
turesque scenery of mountaintops

“It’s important to give kids a voice
because it’s their vacation, too.”

— Karen Prince, psychotherapist.

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

I
nterested in learning to land-
scape your yard using sustain-
able practices? Want to prac-

tice Spanish before traveling to
South America? Didn’t take phi-
losophy seriously in college, and
want to take a refresher course?
Looking to get an advanced degree
or certification to secure a job pro-
motion?

Opportunities for continuing and
professional education abound for
the intellectually curious.

One trend in continuing educa-
tion that local educators say is on
the rise is online learning. A study
by the Babson Survey Research
Group shows the number of stu-
dents enrolled in distance learning
courses increased each year for the
past 13 years.

Driven by advancements in tech-
nology, the explosion of online
learning is making education —
once available only to those with
extra time and funds — accessible
to anyone with a tablet or laptop

Continuing Education
Online classes offer flexible options for earning
credentials outside the classroom

Online and professional
education courses like
this landscape design
class offered at The
George Washington
University’s Arlington
campus are growing in
popularity.

Photo by William Atkins,

courtesy of GWU

computer.
“Our online courses have in-

creased at about 20 percent a year
for about three years,” said
Stephen Nodine, Ph.D., associate
vice president for E-Learning and
director of Distance Education at
George Mason University.

One of the reasons for the rapid
growth of online courses is the flex-
ibility that they offer working
adults. “Students are able to sched-
ule a course that they couldn’t
work into their daily schedule,”
said Nodine. “People who are look-
ing to advance in their career or
change careers can earn a gradu-
ate certificate and have a new cre-
dential without having to come to
campus.”

The demand for courses that en-
hance professional marketability is
another factor behind the popular-
ity of online continuing education.
“One example of how this works is
in the [information technology]
field,” said Jennifer Lerner, associ-
ate vice president for e-Learning at
Northern Virginia Community Col-

lege. “One program that is in de-
mand is cyber security if someone
needs an additional certificate to
prepare them for the new kinds of
IT roles, like Cyber Security.”

The flexibility that online courses
offer does not mean that they are
less challenging than courses
taught at a university,said Lerner.
In fact, the standards of academic
rigor are comparable to those of-
fered in a traditional campus set-
ting.

“Students need to be really or-
ganized and really self-motivated,”
said Lerner. “Online courses aren’t
for those who take an out-of-sight-
out-of-mind approach to learning.
Students need to just be commit-
ted with online courses as they
would for an on campus class.
“They shouldn’t be the last thing
on your priority list that you ex-
pect to fit it in without a time com-
mitment.”

Jennifer Webb, senior associate
director of Graduate Enrollment
for New Student Graduate Admis-
sions at Marymount University,

said that while traditional online
programs are best suited for stu-
dents who have strong time man-
agement skills and adequate tech-
nology literacy, “many programs
now have support and format op-
portunities which offer additional
structure and engagement, and
are, therefore, well suited for all
types of learners.”

The reasons that some students
choose online courses vary, said
Nodine. “There are some students
who might be in Iowa and want to
take a class that we offer and they
can’t get to a university near them,”
he said. “There are also students
who live in Bethesda, for example,
and work full-time and get to
classes in Virginia.”

Universities tailor their offerings

to meet the needs of online and
continuing education students by
staying current with market re-
search, said Nodine. “One thing we
look at is employment trends in
new professions, information that
we get from the Bureau of Labor
and Statistics,” he said.

“We constantly review our pro-
grams to ensure the curriculum is
current and prepares students to
assume appropriate positions in
the job market,” said Cathy Ander-
son, Ph.D., interim associate dean
for Academic Programs and Ser-
vices, School of Continuing and
Professional Studies at the Univer-
sity of Virginia. “We recently up-
dated our Leadership and Project
Management curriculum based on
research, market and competitive

analysis."
Universities strive to make their

online classes accessible and rel-
evant. For example, The University
of Virginia’s School of Continuing
and Professional Studies has aca-
demic centers in Falls Church. The
George Washington University of-
fers courses on campuses in Arling-
ton, Alexandria and Ashburn, as
well as more than 100 degree and
certificate programs online.

“Online education remains an
extremely high priority for both
faculty and administration at GW,”
said Geneva Henry, George Wash-
ington University’s dean of librar-
ies and academic innovation who
oversees the university’s online
learning programs. “Because of the
success of our current online offer-

ings, we will continue to grow our
online courses, as the demand from
faculty and students is currently
very high.”

Anderson said the university re-
views the mode of delivery for its
classes and programs to assess
whether students’ needs are being
met. “For example, we recently
converted our accounting program
to the online … to allow us to reach
a larger audience and provide
more flexibility to current stu-
dents,” she said.

Advances in technology and a
desire to meet student requests
have altered the way online classes
are offered. “In the past, a lot of
online courses were set up where
there wasn’t a lot interaction be-
tween students and teachers. We
would put the content up and let
students access it,” said Bodine.
“We’ve moved away from that to
let students engage with each
other.”

Anderson said UVA’s School of
Continuing and Professional Stud-
ies is launching a new graduate
certificate in Health Sciences Man-
agement launches this fall. “We are
also in the process of developing
additional offerings in cyber secu-
rity and data analytics,” she said.

“We are also exploring the option
of adding Master’s degree options
in the area of some of our gradu-
ate certificate programs.”

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or complete

our online form at connectionnewspapers.com/pets
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is July 20.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in July
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By David Siegel

The Connection

I
n its world premiere at Fairfax’s Hub
Theatre, “Redder Blood” is a come-
dic play that “grapples with relation-

ships in a deeply complex, fascinating,
funny manner,” said Gregg Henry who
directs the show. It is a “searching play
that will embrace you.”

“Redder Blood” is written by local play-
wright Helen Pafumi. It touches upon
faith, belief and self-worth as the play
journeys from the serious to the comi-
cal; even to the absurdist. The starting
point is unease and plenty of noise in a
tight knit, interfaith family facing de-
manding times. Things begin to spiral
out of control; but not totally.

Pafumi’s play asks some major ques-
tions. What should a daughter, Sadie, do
if she hears the voice of God giving her
guidance while her parents’ marriage is
breaking apart? What should Sadie do
about the “good guy” love interest who
has finally stepped into her life?

“Redder Blood” aims to have the audi-
ence be part of the questioning on its
wide range of comically presented mat-
ters including how one’s spirituality
shapes self-worth.

The cast includes Helen Hayes Award
recipient Jenna Sokolowski as Sadie, the
young woman who hears the voice of
God and then struggles with how to re-
spond. What happens if she does not
answer the voice of God?

“While ‘Redder Blood” is about “spiri-
tual and supernatural matters, it is
grounded in the reality of everyday fam-
ily life and exchanges family have around
the dinner table,” said Sokolowski. The
play shows Sadie “struggling to control

things in her life while asking herself; do
I turn a cold shoulder to what I hear or
take a risk by opening myself up?”

Helen Hayes Award recipient Dawn
Ursula joins the Hub cast as the ever
present voice of the Supreme Being.

Why the title “Redder Blood?” It is
based upon centuries old guidance given
by a wise sage who was asked what to
do in a difficult situation with a life in
balance. “Who says that your blood is
redder than that of the other fellow?”

“Redder Blood” is full of “droll humor,
crackling romance, a lovingly dysfunc-
tional family, and deep spiritual search-
ing,” said Jeff Dannick, executive direc-
tor, JCCNV. The J is co-producing the
show with the Hub Theatre.

Inviting the Northern Virginia commu-
nity of theater-goers and the curious to
the probing world premiere of “Redder
Blood,” Dannick added “audiences will
be in for a treat. Pafumi’s play is hilari-
ous, profound and meaningful.”

Photos courtesy of Hub Theatre

Cast members of Hub Theatre’s “Redder Blood”: (from left) Dawn
Ursula (as the Voice of God) and Jenna Sokolowski (as Sadie).

Helen Pafumi

A Wily Look at Relationships
“Redder Blood” at
Hub Theatre.

Where and When
Hub Theatre and the Jewish Community Cen-

ter of Northern Virginia present Redder Blood
at the John Swaye Theatre, New School of
Northern Virginia, 9431 Silver King Court,
Fairfax. Performances July 8 – 31, 2016. Tick-
ets $30 adults, $20 for seniors (65+) and
students. Call 1- 800-494-8497 or visit
www.thehubtheatre.org. Note: Interfaith dia-
logue after every Sunday performance.

News

A fireworks display will
once again be the highlight
of a Fourth of July weekend
evening program at the
Workhouse Arts Center in
Lorton.

The colorful showcase is
scheduled (more or less, de-
pending on sunset) for
around 9:15 p.m. on Satur-
day, July 2.

Prior to the fireworks, be-
ginning at 5 p.m., visitors are
being encouraged to visit
open galleries and artists
buildings around the 55-acre
campus that was once home
to convicted criminals from Washington
D.C. and later the metropolitan area.

Following are a Highlands Dance demon-
stration, Mt. Vernon Nights concert featur-
ing Peter Mawanga and the Amaravi Move-
ment, and the PBC Vocal Band.

Fireworks are one of several large-scale
events including the also popular Springfest
held at the nonprofit-managed Workhouse
annually to establish it as a cultural and
social hub in Lorton.

More than just a space for artists-in-resi-
dence to practice their craft, Workhouse
CEO Ava Spece said the vision for the Work-
house is for a multimedia collection of
spaces, for in-house productions, touring

music groups, classes and other activities.
That model has helped the Workhouse

rise from struggling financially to covering
about 75 percent of its $2.2 annual operat-
ing costs with earned revenue and the other
quarter from contributions.

Admission is free for fireworks, however
parking for vehicles is $10. A complimen-
tary shuttle will run to and from the Vulcan
Materials lot.

For more information, visit
www.workhousearts.org/event/fireworks-
at-the-workhouse. The Workhouse Arts
Center is located at 9518 Workhouse Way
in Lorton.

—Tim Peterson

Fireworks Set to Explode
over Workhouse Again July 2

A patriotic display of fireworks at the Lorton
Workhouse Arts Center.
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n a June 20 update release, Fairfax
County Police said detectives are con-
tinuing to investigate the March 11,

2016 murder of Johan De Leede.
De Leede, 83, was shot inside his home

in the 6000 block of River Drive in the Ma-

son Neck area. Shots were fired from out-
side the residence before dawn, police said.

As part of the investigation, detectives
have canvassed the Hallowing Point area
going door-to-door on several instances,
sometimes conducting follow-up interviews.

Clifton Resident
Graduates from Con-
gressional School

Willard Sapp of Clifton recently
graduated and received two
athletic awards from Congres-
sional School. He is pictured
with Congressional’s Director of
Athletics, Tavis Laws.

W
illard Whitmore Sapp, of
Clifton, graduated on Friday,
June 10, from Congressional

School, an independent day school for
infants – Grade 8 on Sleepy Hollow Road
in Falls Church. Sapp attended Congres-
sional school from Kindergarten – Grade
8. While at Congressional, he was an
honor roll student and achieved Maxima
Cum Laude on the National Latin Exam,
and distinguished achievement on the
Word Masters challenge. He was also an
integral member of the school’s athletic
teams participating in varsity soccer, bas-
ketball, lacrosse, and track and field.
Sapp was awarded two of Congressional
School’s highest athletic awards, 2016

Male Student Athlete of the Year, and the
Admiral Miller Athletic Award.

For high school Sapp will attend
Gonzaga College High School, a Jesuit
high school for boys, located in Wash-
ington, D.C.
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No Suspects Named as Police
Investigate River Drive Homicide The lead detective in the case has also

brought on more personnel to help analyze
information that’s been gathered, accord-
ing to the release.

As of going to print, police have named
no suspects in the murder case.

Police continue to ask anyone with infor-
mation related to the incident, however

trivial it may seem, to contact the Major
Crimes Division at 703-246-7800 or Crime
Solvers by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-
mail at http://www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or
text “TIP187” plus your message to CRIMES/
274637 or call police non-emergency at 703-
691-2131.

—Tim Peterson
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b
To Advertise Your

Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center

“Loving People to Life”

Vacation Bible School, Aug. 7-11
$15 Incl. T-shirt • Register at jccag.org

Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or
call 703-778-9416. The deadline is the
Friday prior to the next paper’s publica-
tion at noon. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

ONGOING
Evenings on the Ellipse. Thursdays,

5:30-7 p.m. July 7-Aug. 25. Fairfax
Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
Fun, music and good company.
Paradise Springs and Bull Run
wineries will provide tastings.
fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances. 703-324-7469.

The Farmer’s Market at
Springfield Town Center. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Through November.
Corner of Spring Mall and Loisdale
roads, Springfield. Enjoy fresh baked
goods, produce, vegetables & fruits,
meats & cheeses, and a host of other
vendors. springfieldtowncenter.com.

Mestey Films Productions
presents: Live Onstage: The
Wizard of Oz in Fairyland. 1
p.m. Workhouse W-3 Theatre, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Every
Saturday from July 2-30. Children’s
theatre production combining the
stories of “The Wizard of Oz” with
“Aladdin,” “Alice in Wonderland” and
“Snow White.” $14.50 adults, $11.50
children 12 and under.
www.workhousearts.org. 703-584-
2900.

Lovers and Madmen. June 18-Aug.
19. Epicure Cafe, 11104 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Features local
artists. epicurecafe.org.

Peace: Our True Nature:
Watercolor Batik by Amy
Rivard. June 8-July 9. Workhouse
Arts Center, Building W-9 Gallery,
9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Visitors will
encounter watercolor batik paintings
on Kinwashi rice paper, created by
Rivard in the spirit of the present
moment. amyrivardpaintings.com.

Plant Clinic. 9 a.m.-noon. Sundays till
end of September. Lorton Farmers

Market, 8990 Lorton Station Blvd.,
Lorton. Conducted by Master
Gardeners. Answer gardening
question, identify plants and insects,
soil tests, etc. fairfaxgardening.org.

Davi D’Agostino. Through July 2. 10
a.m.-8 p.m. daily. Clifton Wine Shop,
7145 Main St., Clifton. Includes
classic fine art oil paintings of
European settings; doors, windows,
and flower shops. 703-409-0919.

FRIDAY/JULY 1
Friday Yoga on the Square. 8 a.m.

Old Town Square, 10415 North St.,
Fairfax. Join Fabrizio for one hour
outdoor fluid vinyasa. Fabrizio is a
motivated instructor with advanced
training in yoga and specialization in
ashtanga principles. What to Bring: A
yoga mat, a water bottle, and
yourself. 703-385-7858.

 SATURDAY/JULY 2
 Fireworks at the Workhouse. 5

p.m.–9:30 p.m. Workhouse Full
Campus, 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. An Independence Day
celebration featuring art exhibits,
food trucks, local craft beer and
wine, live music and fireworks. Free
admission, $10 parking in Vulcan
Materials lot (free shuttle provided).
All ages. Feel free to bring blankets
and lawn chairs.
www.workhousearts.org. 703-584-
2900.

Historic Pohick Church First
Saturday Tours. 1 p.m.–3 p.m.
Pohick Episcopal Church, 9301
Richmond Highway, Lorton.
Costumed guided tours of the historic
colonial church. The church’s most
famous congregants included the
Washingtons, the Masons and the
Fairfaxes. Free. www.pohick.org.
703-339-6572.

Walking Tour of Old Town Fairfax.
10 a.m. Historic Fairfax County
Courhouse, Chain Bridge Road and
Main Street. Docents from Historic
Fairfax City, Inc. $10/$5. 703-385-

8414.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 6
NVTRP Open House. 4:30-6:30 p.m.

6429 Clifton Road, Clifton. Come out
to learn more about NVTRP and
participate in a sampling of some
new potential programming.
Interactive sessions include, equine-
assisted learning, art therapy,
gardening and yoga. nvtrp.org.

Summer Concert Series. 7:30-8:30
p.m. Lee District Park, 6601
Telegraph Road, Franconia. Bring
your family, friends and a picnic
dinner. David Kitchen Band. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/lee-distrct-nights.htm.

THURSDAY/JULY 7
Summer Nights in the City —

Summer Under the Stars. 8 p.m.
Veterans Amphitheater, 10455
Armstrong St., Fairfax. Alte
Kameraden. fairfaxband.org.

FRIDAY/JULY 8
Summer Concert Series. 7:30-8:30

p.m. Lake Accotink Park, 7500
Accotink Park Road, Springfield.
Bring family and friends and a picnic
dinner. Featuring Kings Park Band.
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances/
braddocknights.htm.

SATURDAY/JULY 9
8th Annual Ice Cream Social.

Noon– 4 p.m. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. Includes a handmade bowl
and ice cream, performance by The
Great Zucchini, a raffle and a
dunking machine ($5 for three balls).
All proceeds benefit the Workhouse
Arts Center Ceramics Program. $20.
www.workhousearts.org. 703-584-
2900.

Entertainment

Amy Rivard, The Three, 2016, Watercolor Batik on Kinwashi Rice Paper will be avail-
able to view at the Workhouse Arts Center W-9 Gallery from June 8-July 3.
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lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
Volunteers needed for

adoption events,
fostering,

transportation,
adoption center

caretaking and more.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

SUMMER
SAVINGS

New RAV4s, Priuses
Scion IMs and IAs
ALL ON SALE

LIKE NEVER BEFORE
Spring is here and so are the SAVINGS!

Ask one of our sales managers,
George, Mike, Yared or Rocky

703-684-0700

WE ARE HERE
TO MAKE DEALS!

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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Sports

By Thomas Joyce

For the Connection

A
fter high school, they went
to different schools and it
appeared as though they

would never be teammates again.
But baseball has brought Lake
Braddock alumni Alex Lewis and
Jack Owens back together this
summer in a vacation haven.

Both Lewis, a rising senior at
Longwood University, and Owens,
a rising redshirt sophomore at Vir-
ginia Tech, are members of the
Martha’s Vineyard Sharks of the
Futures Collegiate Baseball
League. And simply put, they are
thrilled to be teammates once
again.

“It feels awesome,” said Owens.
“He’s one of my best friends. We’ve
played a lot of years together. And,
I want to play more. It’s been fun.”

“It’s pretty cool,” Lewis added.
“We’ve been playing since we were
in Little League. After high school,
I never thought I would be able to
play with Jack again. So it’s been
cool to play with him right now.”

Originally, they both went to the
same elementary school. And as
Lewis mentioned, they were Little
League teammates before playing
together again at Lake Braddock
High School. And surprisingly, it
was a local connection who gave
them the opportunity with the
Sharks.

First year Sharks head coach
Mike Cassidy was an instructor at
NOVA South Baseball Academy in
Woodbridge, which is how he
came in contact with Owens. He
coached Lewis on a summer ball
team and spent more time with the
two in 2013, when he was an as-
sistant coach at Lake Braddock.

Not only did Cassidy’s offer en-
tice them because it was an oppor-
tunity to play ball competitively in
the summer, but the location also
sold them on it.

“I love it. It’s paradise,” said
Owens of Martha’s Vineyard. “You
get to play on an island on a place
where people go on vacation —
celebrities and all that. And we get
to play baseball there. It’s two
birds with one stone. It’s the best
place ever.”

“It’s pretty cool,” Lewis added.
“It’s a vacation spot, so it’s pretty

cool to spend our summer playing
ball and enjoy the island.”

Lewis swung a hot bat at
Longwood University this past
spring, hitting .369 with a .409 on-
base percentage and five home
runs in 57 games this past season.
He only has one more year of
school left so right now, he is fo-
cused on enjoying the time he has
on the diamond.

“I’m just trying to stay consistent
and trying to have fun every time
I’m out here,” he said. “I’m trying
to just cherish every moment I step
onto the field.”

Owens, listed at 5-foot-10, 165

pounds on both the Sharks and
Hokies’ rosters, said his main fo-
cus this summer is putting on
weight. He wants to weigh 185
pounds in order to improve his
power at the plate.

Originally going to Eastern
Carolina University as a freshman,
Owens sat out this past spring as
a transfer at Virginia Tech. But he
is looking forward to contributing
next spring.

“I’m loving it,” he said. “Coach
(Patrick) Mason is a great guy. I’ve
got some great teammates and I
think we’re going to have a really
successful year next year.”

Lake Braddock Graduates
Reunited in Futures League
Alex Lewis and Jack Owens are members of the
Martha’s Vineyard Sharks of the Futures Collegiate
Baseball League.

Alex Lewis: “We’ve
been playing since
we were in Little
League.”

Jack Owens: “He’s
one of my best
friends. We’ve
played a lot of

years together.”

Lewis swung a hot bat at Longwood University this past
spring.
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday.
Dated announcements should be sub-
mitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

Kyle Austin Walsh, of Fairfax,
and Abigail Lynn Lackey, of
Springfield, were named to the hon-
ors list for the 2016 spring 2016
semester at Averett University in
Danville.

Katherine Marie Hough, of
Fairfax Station, is on the dean’s list at
George Mason University for spring
2016.

Anna Kormis, of Springfield,
graduated from Emory and Henry
College in spring 2016.

Kyle Austin Walsh, of Fairfax,
graduated from Averett University in
June 2016. was among the 261 stu-
dents to receive diplomas during
Averett University’s May 7 Com-
m e n c e m e n t ,
Megan R. Seymour, Megan F.
Cummins, Thomas S. Cohen, of
Fairfax, Joshua D. Harlowe,
Samantha E. Kinde, Melissa A.
Schwartz, of Springfield; Sean C.
Baird, of Fairfax Station; graduated
from Boston University in spring
2016.

Helene J. Decosse, Alexis J.
Fahrney, Jessica M. Ochoa, of
Fairfax, are on the dean’s list at Bos-
ton University for spring 2016.

Seth Lehman, Thet San, of
Fairfax, graduated from Furman Uni-
versity in spring 2016.

Luke Hartman , Natalie
Heinitz, of Springfield, graduated
from Manhattan College in spring
2016.

Maria Larrazabal Carrillo, of
Fairfax is on the dean’s list for May
2016 at Iowa State.

Kayse McGough of Fairfax is on
the dean’s list for May 2016 at St.
Mary’s College.

Jared Rondeau of Clifton,
graduated May 2016 Triple Major in
Physics, Mathematics, and Chemistry
from Emory and Henry College.

Moriah Dreisbach, of Fairfax, is
on Union University’s president’s list
for spring 2016.

Irene Martinko, of Springfield,
is on the spring 2016 dean’s list at
Muhlenberg College in Allentown
Pennsylvania.

James F. Agnew, Kyle T.
Deivert and Nathaniel Oliver, of
Fairfax, are on the dean’s list at
Hampden-Sydney College.

Cameron Kisailus , of
Franconia, graduated from Gonzaga
College High School. He will be at-
tending the University of Pittsburgh.

Michael Gerlach’s, of Fairfax
Station, is on the dean’s list at James
Madison University for spring 2016.

Kara Anne Crennan, an alumna
of West Springfield High School Class
of 2011, graduated from the United
States Air Force Academy in June
2016.

Liana Ruiz was awarded the Vir-
ginia Credit Union Scholarship of
$2,500 scholarship She will graduate
from Robinson High School in June
2016 and will attend Virginia Tech in
the fall.

Ketty Klimchuk, of Fairfax, is on
the spring 2016 dean’s list at Johnson
State College in Vermont.

Abdullah Al Nouman , of
Fairfax, graduated with a master of
science, biomedical sciences from
Iowa State University in spring 2016.

Robel Teffera, of Fairfax, gradu-
ated in spring 2016 with a bachelor
of science in international business

from Quinnipiac University.
May 2016 Oregon State University

graduates from Burke include, Kim-
berly L. Ogren , doctor of
philosophy, geography; Jacob M.
Sage, bachelor of science, cum
laude, construction engineering
management.

Jennifer S. Richards , of
Lorton, graduated with a bachelor of
science, earth sciences from Oregon
State University in May 2016.

Jeffrey A Renner, of Fairfax is
on the dean’s list for spring 2016 at
Baylor University.

Alexandra Hoenscheid, of
Springfield, received the University
of Mary Washington Alumni Award
upon her graduation in May 2016.

Thet San, of Fairfax, is on the
dean’s list at Furman University in
South Carolina for spring 2016.

Natalie Heinitz, of Springfield,
received Manhattan College’s Gunn
Alumni Medal during the 2016 com-
mencement.

Allison  Campbell , a 2007
graduate of West Springfield High
School, graduated from Washington
University in St. Louis Olin Business
School in May 2016.

Peter Wang, a student at South
County High School, has been
named a 2016 U.S. Presidential
Scholar, a program administered by
the U.S. Department of Education.

William Greenwood, Burke,
graduated with a bachelor of science
in Aerospace Engineering from the
University of Kansas in May 2016.

The following area students
graduated from Hampden-Sydney
College: Kyle Thomas Deivert, of
Fairfax, graduated cum laude with a
B.S. in biology. Nathaniel
Tillman Oliver, of Fairfax, gradu-
ated cum laude with a B.A. in
economics and business. Ali Adil
Sali, of Fairfax, graduated with a
B.A. in history. Austin Mitchell
Perryman, of Fairfax, graduated
with a B.S. in mathematical econom-
ics.

John Cossio, of Springfield,
graduated from Illinois Wesleyan
University in spring 2016. He ma-
jored in voice.

James Lau, of Springfield, was
elected to the honor society Phi Beta
Kappa. Membership recognizes the
highest academic achievement,
moral character, responsible citizen-
ship, and broad intellectual
curiosity. James is the son of Michael
& Audrey Lau of Springfield.

Twins Brian and Kevin
Zamfino, West Springfield High
School Class of 2015,

graduated from U.S. Air Force
Basic Military Training in March
2016. They are the sons of Joe and
Joanne Zamfino.

James Lau, of Springfield, was
inducted into Omicron Delta Kappa,
the national leadership honor society
for college men and women at
Hampden-Sydney College in
Farmville, Va.

Kayla Zellmer of Fairfax has
been named to the dean’s list for the
fall 2015 semester at St. Mary’s Col-
lege in Indiana.

Reilly Brown, a sophomore En-
glish major at Dickinson College in
Carlisle, Pa., has been named to the
dean’s list for the fall 2015 semester.
She is a graduate of West Springfield
High School, she is the daughter of
Patrick Shaw and Nicole Brown of
Springfield.

John Hollinger, of Fairfax, was
awarded dean’s list at Canisius Col-
lege in Buffalo, N.Y.

School Notes
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Country living in popular Waynewood school 

district (22308), two lots, fenced yard for kids 

and pets, between West Blvd & Ft Hunt Rd,  

5 minutes to Old Town and Fort Belvoir, walk to 

bike trail, Potomac River and Mount Vernon 

parkway-- 4BR, 3BA,country kitchen, 2 car 

garage,  breezeway, large basement, fenced 

yard, generous parking and storage, updated 

custom built  brick home, $2990/mo, pets 

considered, credit approval required, 

available 6/25,   703-862-7240.

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE 
Black Dog Studios LLC trading 

as Pinot’s Palette, 2727-I 
Merrilee Dr. Fairfax, VA 

22031. The above establish-
ment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
for an Art Instruction license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Christine Reas, 

Member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 dates from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-778-9411

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

ASSISTANT

BOOKSTORE MANAGER
(Springfield Campus)

Mid $20s
401k, 2 wks vacation

Lots of advancement oppts! 
jsmith@bncollege.com

MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTANT
Maintain the chart of accounts, and general ledgers for AP, AR, PPE and
investment accounts; Prepare weekly cash flow analysis; Vouch
payments; Process employee reimbursement; Reconcile AP statements
and discrepancies; Maintain accounting systems including QuickBooks
and MS Dynamics; Tie out financial statements; Reconcile monthly bank
statements with general ledgers; Review and analyze open invoices at
year end and make write-offs when necessary; Manage year-end closing
process; Perform supplemental examinations; Finalize books and
generate financial statements and reports; Provide clear communication
and information to management regarding company’s real-time financial
positions; Prepare company yearly tax returns under supervision of the
accounting manager; Prepare 1099 tax reports for company clients and
independent vendors; Ensure compliance with reporting requirements;
Track and measure departmental expenses, and compare those with
budgets; Maintain a system of internal controls and internal audits;
Perform test work and identify deficiencies; Prepare and present
variance reports; Utilize payroll software; Manage comprehensive
employee benefits including FLEX spending, 401K and insurances;
Review 401K plans and redesign 401K census. Master’s degree in
Accounting. Experience in and/or knowledge of SAS, Quickbooks, MS
Dynamics and Excel; preparing financial statements and conducting
financial analysis, budget preparation and financial forecasts. Experience
in and/or knowledge of managing corporate tax returns and filings.
Experience in and/or knowledge of designing 401k plans and calculating
pension plans. Experience in and/or knowledge of drafting audit plans,
conducting field work including compliance testing and tests of controls
and preparing audit reports.  Resume to job location: FedComp Inc.
Attn: HR 10300 Eaton Place Suite 260 Fairfax, VA 22030

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

OPEN SATURDAY  07/02/16 • 10:30-1:30

Sterling, VA
$514,900

For More Information Call Beatriz Flores, Realtor
(571) 221-2807

Text 5994267 to 79564 for pictures!

• 4 Bedrooms
• 2.5 Baths
• New AC
• New Water Heater
• Huge Backyard

MUST SEE!

115 Applegate Drive,Sterling, VA 20164
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-328-2270 or 703-581-4951

Licensed            Insured

Spring Clean-up, Mulching,
Sod, Lawn Care, Fertilizing,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

POTOMAC WINDOW
CLEANING COMPANY

Licensed  703-356-4459  Insured

Residential Specialist
Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Pickup Labor

30 yrs Experience in local area.
Full Time Owners Assures Quality.

Services Available Year Round.

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne
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Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@LNF.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

Catie, Steve & Associates
Direct: 703-278-9313
Cell: 703-362-2591
Life Members, NVAR Top Producers
Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

KIM MCCLARY
703-929-8425

kimm@lnf.com
Life Member NVAR Top Producers

DIANE SUNDT

703-615-4626
Military Relocation Specialist

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Associate Brokers

www.BillupsTeam.com
703-967-8700

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com

www.TheJordanTeam.com

John & Jennifer Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

Springfield
$629,900

Beautiful 5 level
split on large
cul-de-sac lot.
4 Bedrooms/3
Bathrooms.
Fabulous great
room addition!
Updated

kitchen with granite countertops & stainless steel
appliances. Hardwood floors. Many spaces for outdoor
entertaining. Great neighborhood & schools.

Call Diane at 703-615-4626 NOW.

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Fairfax $799,000
Beautiful 4 bed, 3.5 bath home on 1 acre w/ large family room
leading to gourmet kitchen w/ SS appliances and granite count-
ers. Sliding doors lead to large patio that surrounds the pool
and leads to the outdoor bar, great for entertaining.

Kathy O’Donnell
703-338-7696
Kathy.odonnell@LNF.com

Fairfax $655,000
Stunning doesn’t begin to describe this incredible colonial in
Middleridge. From its gorgeous stone walkway, to the finest design
touches, these original owners have spared nothing. Updated
kitchen with granite counter tops & maple cabinets, stunning
baths, gleaming hardwood floors, spacious rooms, 4-season sun
room, and superb curb appeal. The best of everything!

Fairfax Station – $1,045,000
True craftsmanship shines throughout this spacious 3-side brick

colonial on lovely lot in beautiful Donovans Ridge. 5 BRs, 4.5 BAs,
3-car garage, gas, 4 Fpls, amazing LL & so much more!
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Burke Centre – $254,900
Great Opportunity! 2 BR/2 BA + Den Condo in sought-after Burke
Cove Community. Master BR with large closets & full bath, private
balcony, large storage unit. Close to all amenities & transportation!

LORTON/LAUREL HILL ACTIVE ADULT – ONE-LEVEL LIVING! $495,000
This single level beauty features 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 2-car garage, Granite and Stainless kitchen with Top-of-
Line Cabinetry and Tile Backsplash, Granite Baths, TREX Deck with Remote-Controlled Retractable Awning,
Hardwood Flooring throughout…THE LIST IS ENDLESS! Don’t miss the opportunity to reside in sought-after
Spring Hill, an “Active Adult – Over 55” Community in Northern Virginia’s Hottest Corridor! Incredible location—
quick hop to I-95, VRE, Workhouse Performing Arts Theatre, Area Amenities…it’s all here!

Call Kim McClary for a Private Tour…PLEASE HURRY – THIS RARE OFFERING WILL NOT LAST!

Burke
$2,050

Beautiful
townhome
with fresh
neutral paint
& recent car-
pet ready to
move in *
gorgeous
eat-in

kitchen * stepdown living room * separate dining room *
updated baths * walkout finished lower level * 3 spacious
bedrooms * Call Judy at 703-503-1885.

Burke
$359,000

Outstanding
end-unit
townhome
backing to
Lake Royal
* New neutral
carpet &
fresh paint
throughout

* New kitchen cabinets * Living room opens to deck overlook-
ing fenced back yard * Walkout recreation room opens to the
patio * Call Judy at 703-503-1885.

Woodbridge $1,340,000
Gorgeous custom build – all-brick Mike Garcia home on a 5
acre private waterfront peninsula. 6 BRs & 7.5 Baths.
Spectacular wide water views from three sides. Huge gourmet
kitchen. Newly renovated spa-inspired master bath. 2 tiered
700 SF entertainment-ready deck. Private boat dock & gazebo.
Fire pit. Gated circular driveway w/pond & fountain. Super
efficient geothermal HVAC system. Nanny suite over garage.

COMING SOON
Stone Ridge Low $500k’s

4 BR, 3.5 BA SFH in great
community. Hardwoods, granite

counters, potential in-law/au pair
suite in basement.

Call Courtney
703-786-5330

Burke $299,900
Adorable 2 Level, 2
Bedrooms, 1 1/2 Bath
Beauty, completely
renovated. Home
backs to woods
affording much pri-
vacy. Nothing to do
but move in. Hurry,
this lovely home will
sell fast.
Call Sheila for Appt.

703-503-1895
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