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Springfield Members of several West Springfield High
School state championship teams are recog-

nized at the school’s Oct. 7 Homecoming
game against West Potomac High School.

Fairfax County SAT Scores
Above Virginia, National Levels
News, Page 3

50 Years of Spartan
Star Athletes

Sports, Page 12

50 Years of Spartan
Star Athletes

Sports, Page 12

Fairfax County SAT Scores
Above Virginia, National Levels
News, Page 3

‘Yes’ or ‘No’
On Meals Tax
Opinion, Page 6

‘Yes’ or ‘No’
On Meals Tax
Opinion, Page 6
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

O
n average, Fairfax County
Public High Schools per-
formed better on the SAT col-
lege placement exam in 2016

than the Commonwealth of Virginia over-
all average.

Virginia students also outscored the na-
tional numbers, according to data released
last week by the Virginia Department of
Education and the College Board, the orga-
nization that publishes the SAT.

The two groups reported 65 percent of
Virginia public school graduates took the
SAT. Of that number, they said 45.2 percent
earned the College Board benchmark for
college readiness.

By achieving a combined score of 1550
— including critical reading, math and writ-
ing scores — the College Board believes
those students stand a 65 percent chance
of holding a B-average during their first year
in college.

Virginia’s 65 percent beat the national
average of 37.3 percent of SAT-takers reach-
ing the benchmark.

“While the overall performance of Vir-
ginia students compares favorably with that
of their nationwide peers, the wide achieve-
ment gaps visible when we dig deeper into
the data remind us that outcomes are not
improving for far too many students of
color,” Virginia Board of Education Presi-
dent Billy K. Cannaday Jr. said in a state-
ment. “Narrowing and ultimately closing
these gaps is the state board’s top priority.”

THE FAIRFAX COUNTY AVERAGES top
Virginia in each category, aided by uncom-
monly high scores from the magnet Tho-
mas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology, which requires its own test and
application process for admission.

Jefferson comprised more than 63 per-
cent Asian students for the 2015-2106
school year, 1.5 percent African American,
2.23 percent Hispanic, 25.43 percent Cau-
casian and 7.4 percent other, according to
Fairfax County Public Schools.

Langley High School also posted averages
of above 600 in each SAT category.

The majority of Langley’s student body
in 2015-2016 was white, with just over 65
percent. Asians were second with 23.47
percent, next Hispanic and other each with
about 5 percent, and black with less than a
percent.

JEB Stuart High School is an example
where in each category it was above the
national average but below the Virginia and
FCPS averages. Stuart also had about 100

fewer test-takers (243) than the FCPS av-
erage (343).

Stuart was half Hispanic in 2015-2016,
followed by 22.97 percent white, 13.8 per-
cent Asian, 10.26 percent African American
and 2.29 percent other.

Mount Vernon was the only FCPS school
with average scores consistently below the
FCPS, Virginia and national averages.

In 2015-2016, Mount Vernon’s student
body was made up of 41.68 percent His-
panic students, 27.6 percent African Ameri-
can, 19.59 percent white, 6.28 percent
Asian and 4.85 percent other.

Karen Corbett Sanders, Mount Vernon
representative to the Fairfax County school
board, said West Potomac has seen a
gradual increase in scores thanks to a PTSA-
sponsored SAT prep program.

Students have the opportunity to take a
mock exam for $20, get an assessment
based on their results of which areas they
need help in, and then enroll in a prep
course through the PTSA.

THIS YEAR is the first cohort at West
Potomac that will have had that opportu-
nity.

“You have so many test prep organizations
today that are really working with kids to
get those scores up but a lot are expensive,”
Corbett Sanders said.

The program has expanded and allowed
students from Mount Vernon High School
to come over and take part as well.

“It’s one of those eye-opening things,” she
said. “It’s just not fair for kids who can’t
afford it, but the schools and parents to-
gether are taking ownership, to make sure
our kids get this opportunity too.”

Corbett Sanders noted Fairfax County
Public Schools offers online SAT prep as
part of the Adult and Community Educa-
tion program. That information is avail-
able here at: https://aceclasses.fcps.edu.

Fairfax County SAT Scores Above Virginia, National Levels

Springfield Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

School system
average hides
achievement gap.

2016 SAT
Test Critical Math Writing Combined

Takers Reading Score
School (Mean) (Mean) (Mean) (Mean)
Annandale High School 319 506 524 490 1520
Bryant Alternative High School 3 - - -
Centreville High School 437 546 570 537 1653
Chantilly High School 506 558 585 542 1685
Edison High School 291 504 510 484 1498
Fairfax High School 475 535 550 518 1603
Falls Church High School 218 508 521 481 1510
Hayfield Secondary School 367 515 516 499 1530
Herndon High School 324 540 556 525 1621
Lake Braddock Secondary School 536 561 573 539 1673
Langley High School 369 614 633 604 1851
Lee High School 234 491 505 480 1476
Madison High School 377 596 608 585 1789
Marshall High School 340 564 578 557 1699
McLean High School 420 601 623 597 1821
Mount Vernon High School 238 471 468 448 1387
Mountain View Alternative High School 4 - - -
Oakton High School 471 581 600 569 1750
Quander Road School 1 - - -
Robinson Secondary School 522 564 577 544 1685
South County High School 412 532 550 516 1598
South Lakes High School 358 558 571 542 1671
Stuart High School 243 498 506 485 1489
Thomas Jefferson High School 442 720 761 717 2198

for Science and Technology
West Potomac High School 312 525 534 512 1571
West Springfield High School 445 564 560 535 1659
Westfield High School 465 539 552 518 1609
Woodson High School 487 587 600 568 1755

FCPS AVG 551.12 565.24 535.68 1652
Virginia Public Schools 516 513 493 1522
United States 487 494 472 1453

All data from VDOE and The College Board

The Buddy Bench project at West
Springfield Elementary came up at the
end of last school year during a meeting
between Dr. Kelly Sheers, Principal and
Sara Fairchild, Counselor. They thought
that this would be a good project for the
Peer Mediators in the 2016-2017 school
year.

The Buddy Bench will be located in
playground area. Our students will be
taught to keep an eye out and include
anyone that is on the Buddy Bench.

Fairchild took the idea to the Peer Me-
diators and it was mentioned that funds
were available for the bench but that they
could also fundraise money if they’d like.
They were so excited to raise money so
they began to brainstorm all sorts of
ideas. When student, Anne, came up with
the Coin Wars, the students agreed that
was the way to go. Fairchild and the Me-
diators worked together to solidify the

rules and what the prize should be. The
point system was simple. Penny = 1 point,
Nickel = 5 points, Dime = 10 points, Quar-
ter = 25 points. They came up with a way
to market it on the school news and
Facebook page.

The children really pushed their peers to
bring in coins and spread the word. The
outcome was wildly successful. The grade
level winner of the Coin War was sixth grade
having 37,346 points. In total the students
raised more than $1,200. The bench will
be on playground soon for all students to
enjoy. For more information see
buddybench.org

Buddy Bench at West Springfield Elementary

West Springfield Elementary
students raised more than
$1,200 for the Buddy Bench
in the school’s playground.
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For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com

Free

Estimates

Free Sink

8241-I Backlick Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079
Licensed & Insured • 703.339.0300  •  Fax: 703.339.0400

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplaces
• Custom Floors
• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Quartz Products
• Residential
   & Commercial

 www.gereli.com

GERELI MARBLE
& GRANITE

Quartz Products Available
Caesarstone * Cambria * Silestone

See Horsemanship,  Page 5

News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

F
airfax County Sheriff’s deputies tread carefully
as local youth led them around an obstacle
course they’d designed, blindfolded. Others

were taught horse safety by their young coaches.

On Oct. 14, more than 12 deputies from the
Sheriff’s Office spent time with at-risk youth from
Alternative House in a pilot partnership program for
community engagement at the Northern Virginia
Therapeutic Riding Program farm in Clifton.

Alternative House and NVTRP are longtime part-

Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office deputies pose with Northern Virginia Therapeutic Riding
Program unofficial mascot Teddy.

At-Risk Youth Teach Sheriff’s
Deputies Horsemanship Skills

On Oct. 14, youth from Alternative House demon-
strated some of their horsemanship skills they’ve
learned at NVTRP for Fairfax County Sheriff’s deputies
and then did some teaching themselves.
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COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center

Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.

Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle sections,
the second week of every
month. Peek at the top
real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical sug-
gestions for your home.

Celebrate students,
camps, schools, enrich-
ment programs, colleges
and more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning, Fun
pages, the third week of
every month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call 703-778-9431

News

Teaching Horsemanship Skills

From Page 4

Alternative House helps underserved, at-risk youth in
low-income areas of northern Virginia including Falls
Church, Springfield and Annandale.

From Page 4

ners; at risk youth being one the
groups among children and adults
with disabilities, and military ser-
vice personnel that NVTRP helps
through equine-assisted activities
and therapy.

Alternative House helps
underserved, at-risk youth in low-
income areas of northern Virginia
including Falls Church, Springfield
and Annandale. Among their ser-
vices, the organization provides
shelter for runaway adolescents,
as well as a 24-hour crisis hotline
and young mothers assistance pro-
gram. “With the attention around
conflict between minorities and
law enforcement, we thought
NVTRP could have a role in bridg-
ing that gap,” the riding program’s
executive director Kelsey
Gallagher said in a statement, “us-
ing horses to help individuals find
common ground.”

The event Friday marked the
end of a six-week session for the
youth at NVTRP. They demon-
strated some of their horseman-
ship skills for the deputies and
then did some teaching them-
selves.

“These kids are subject to see-

ing violence, so we are so grateful
for having a chance to be in this
environment [at NVTRP] where
they are close to nature, interact-
ing with a beautiful horse and
learning life lessons,” Nandred
Navarro, director of community
based services at Alternative
House, said in a statement.

“This new initiative of coming
together with the deputies from
the Sheriff’s Office is invaluable to
teaching them to trust authority,
a relationship that has been tar-
nished by recent [national]
events,” Navarro added.

Second Lt. Emily Fary with the
Sheriff ’s Office said it gave the
deputies a great opportunity to
interact with youth in the commu-
nity and be part of an activity that
brings smiles to their faces.

“It’s definitely a good feeling to
know that you touched a life in a
positive way,” she said in a state-
ment, “that maybe they have never
experienced with law enforcement
before.” The Northern Virginia
Therapeutic Riding Program is lo-
cated at 6429 Clifton Road in
Clifton. For more information, visit
www.nvtrp.org.
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Springfield Man Dies in a Multi-
vehicle Crash

Officers responded for the report of a crash on Leesburg Pike
(Route 7) near the intersection of Towlston Road on Tuesday,
Oct. 18. Detectives from the Crash Reconstruction Unit were
called to the scene to investigate.

According to FCPD Public Affairs Office - shortly before 4
p.m., a 2011 Chevrolet Cruze, driven by an 81-year-old woman
from Potomac Falls, was traveling west on Route 7, approach-
ing the intersection of Towlston Road. The intersection is con-
trolled by a traffic signal and the light for westbound Route 7
was red. At about the same time, a 2008 Harley Davidson
motorcycle, being operated by a 55-year-old man, was travel-
ing south on Towlston Road, approaching the intersection of
Route 7, on a green light. As the motorcycle entered the inter-
section, the Chevrolet failed to stop for the red light on Route
7, entered the intersection and struck the motorcycle. The rider
of the Harley Davidson, Joseph Thomas Timpane, was sepa-
rated from the motorcycle and struck a 2012 Nissan Altima
that was stopped in the left turn lane of eastbound Route 7.
The Chevrolet then struck the Nissan and continued across
the eastbound lanes of Route 7, striking a 2009 Honda Pilot
before coming to rest. Timpane, of Ridgeview Drive in Spring-
field, was pronounced dead at the scene.

Speed and alcohol do not appear to be factors in this crash.
Charges are pending against the driver of the Chevrolet

Cruze.
Crash Reconstruction Unit detectives would like anyone who

witnessed this crash to contact them at 703-280-0543, or call
Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

Week in Springfield
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Springfield
Opinion

By Pat Herrity

Springfield District Supervisor

I
 have been opposed to the
meals tax from the start, but
what has concerned me
most over the last several

months has been the tactics used
to try to convince our residents to
vote for it and the county’s failure
to deal with its spending problems.
I would like to offer some clarity
on these points and why I am
against the meals tax.

The proponents of the meals tax
insist the tax is for teachers’ sala-
ries and tax relief. In fact, the bal-
lot language referencing schools
and tax relief was selected because
it was the language that passed in
other counties in Virginia and ac-
cording to one supervisor “we
need to use the language that will
get it passed.” In reality, the Board
of Supervisors will decide in April
during the budget process how
much funding goes to schools and
then the School Board will decide
how much funding goes to teacher
raises and class size reductions.
Despite the Board of Supervisors
fully funding the School Board’s
funding request last year, the funds
were not focused on fixing our
teacher salary issues.

If it passes, the meals tax will
just be an additional $100 million
tax on top of the $100M in taxes
the board passed earlier this year
(over my opposition). In the last
five years, real estate taxes alone
have increased 25 percent and sky-
rocketed by $565 million. As I
have debated proponents of the
meals tax over the last several
months, there has been almost
universal acknowledgement that
Fairfax County has a spending
problem. For example, Fairfax
County offers its 35,000-plus
county and school employees and
administrators’ unparalleled and
unsustainable pensions and pre-
social security benefits that even
surrounding jurisdictions do not

pay. Despite my efforts to address
this and other spending problems,
there is no plan in place to address
these unsustainable costs and ben-
efits. The meals tax is a bad way
to kick the can of addressing our
spending problems down the road.

The meals tax is also bad way
to address a spending problem
because it is a regressive tax that
targets a single industry and dis-
proportionately hits those who can
least afford it — the elderly, single
working parents, young students,
and people without other options.
It is not a white tablecloth restau-
rant tax; it is a food tax. The meals
tax would be on top of the current
sales tax resulting in a 10 percent
total tax on any prepared food,
including the rotisserie chicken
from the grocery store, the foun-
tain drink from the convenience
store, your morning coffee, and
your food truck purchases. It is
also a tax on a single industry —
one that only has a 3 percent profit
margin on average. This means the
meals tax will result in the gov-
ernment making more money off
of a restaurant than the restaurant
itself makes in profit. This is fun-
damentally wrong. Restaurants
not only provide thousands of
young adults with their first job,
they also give back to the commu-
nity through sponsorships and
donations.

Fairfax County voters have a
decision to make. Do we settle for
budget deficits and tax increases
year after year, or do we send a
message that enough is enough
and it is time to address spending
issues? I sympathize for those who
support the tax; the Board of Su-
pervisors and School Board have
led them to believe that the meals
tax is some sort of silver bullet to
their budget and teacher salaries
woes. Simply put, it is not.

Pat Herrity represents the
Springfield District on the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors.

By Phillip A. Niedzielski-

Eichner

A
s a businessman here in
Fairfax and a former mem-
ber of the Fairfax County

School Board, I write on behalf of a
coalition of thousands of
homeowners, parents, teachers,
firefighters, police, friends and users
of our libraries and our parks and
recreation facilities, and those who
belong to churches and non-profit or-
ganizations working to ensure that
Fairfax County also protects those in
need [www.yesmealstax.org].

Here since 1988, I have always
valued Fairfax’s pragmatic approach
to local government services; i.e.,
we will pay for the cost of an excel-
lent education system and high-
quality services as long as the cost
is reasonable and affordable.

Hit with the double whammy of
the great recession and the federal
budget sequestration fiasco, the
Board of Supervisors and School
Board did what they had to do un-
der the circumstances — they cut
costs and reduced services.

The county reduced annual expen-
ditures by $300 million and eliminated
700 jobs; for the school system, $500
million and 2,100 jobs.

The maintenance backlog has
grown to over $150 million in rec-
reation and park facilities alone.

We are spending less in real dol-
lars per pupil this year than in 2008.
We are losing our best teachers to
surrounding jurisdictions, because
salaries are no longer competitive
in the region. Class sizes are larger.

Economic recovery has been slow.
While home values have grown
modestly, vacancies in office build-
ings are at a 25-year high and rev-
enue from commercial property tax
is at historic lows.

Compounding our challenge,
state funding — particularly for
schools — continues to decline,
with a funding shortfall for K 12
education climbing to more than $1
billion annually since 2009.

With 65 percent of county rev-
enue now being generated by resi-
dential property tax, homeowners
are carrying a substantial and grow-
ing share of the cost of services.

Without a more diverse revenue
base, we risk school system excel-
lence and we risk the caliber of
county services that underpin our
quality of life. In an article earlier
this year, the Washington Post char-
acterized this reality as Fairfax
“fraying around the edges.”

This is the setting for the meals tax
referendum before us on Nov. 8.

Five great things will happen by
approving the meals tax:

1. $100 million will be generated.
Almost a third of this revenue —
$28 million — will be paid by tour-
ists and visitors to Fairfax.

2. Seventy percent of the rev-
enues will be directed to the school
system to help stem the loss of our
best teachers and reduce class size.

3. Our quality of life will be
strengthened by addressing unmet
police and firefighter needs and
those of our libraries and parks.

4. The backlog in county and
school facility and infrastructure
maintenance needs can be re-
duced, while also preserving our
AAA bond rating.

5. Our tax base will be more di-
verse, relieving property tax pres-
sure on homeowners.

Incredibly, Fairfax can do these
great things by paying pennies-on-
the-dollar when we eat out. Few of
us ever notice paying Arlington
County, Fairfax City, Falls Church
and Vienna when we eat in their
restaurants, yet we do.

If you agree that it is important
to keep the best teachers in our
classrooms, reduce class size, con-
tinue to protect our safety and
maintain our quality of life; and fi-
nally — if you believe we need to
be less dependent on homeowners
to pay for all of the above — it is
clear that we should vote yes for
the meals tax. It’s literally a pen-
nies-on-the-dollar solution.

A food tax is not a silver bullet. Reduces dependence on property tax.

No to the Meals Tax Yes to the Meals Tax

After careful consideration, the
Fairfax – Falls Church Partnership
to Prevent and End Homelessness
has decided to fully support the
proposed 4 percent Fairfax County
Meals Tax.

Seventy percent of the funds
raised by the tax will go to our
Fairfax County Schools. Our
schools have an integral role in

identifying and assisting our
homeless and at risk youth as
part of our homeless service sys-
tem. Providing additional fund-
ing for the schools only makes
sense.

Thirty percent of the funds
raised by the tax will go to the
county’s general fund to be used
for priorities as identified by the

Board of Supervisors. One of
these priorities is preventing and
ending homelessness. In 2008
the Board of Supervisors adopted
the Implementation Plan to Pre-
vent Homelessness. At the very
beginning of that Plan, the
county stated: “By 2018, every
person in our community will
access and maintain decent, safe,

affordable housing.”
We fully expect a portion of

the funds raised by the meals
tax will be used for this impor-
tant priority.

Michael L. O’Reilly
Chairman, Board of the Fairfax

Falls Church Partnership to
Prevent and End Homelessness

Partnership to Prevent and End Homelessness Supports Meals Tax
Letters to the Editor
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Thursday, November 3, 2016 @ 12:30 P.M.
Special Commissioner’s Sale of Real Estate!

*5 Parcels!* *Home, Office Condo, & Land!!*
Fairfax City Regional Library

10360 North Street, Fairfax VA 22030

Fairfax County Tax Delinquent Real Estate

Visit Our Website for Terms & Full Details!...

www.ForSaleAtAuction.Biz
AT AUCTION, INC.,  540/899-1776

Special Commissioners:
Taxing Authority Consulting Services, PC

P.O. Box 31800, Henrico, VA 23294
(804) 545-2377

*For Specific Questions, Please Call Ken Sebastian, Auction Coordinator, at 540-840-2015*
VAAF#651

By Order of The Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia, and
at the direction of the Special Commissioners, the following
described real estate will be offered to the highest bidder at
PUBLIC AUCTION...

Parcel 1 (Improved): (Cole) 6057B Arlington Blvd., Falls
Church; Mason District; Boulevard Square Condos, Unit 10;
Tax Map #0514-14-0010; Acct. #408234982

Parcel 2: (Nguyen) 6418 Columbia Pike, Annandale; Mason
District; River View Heights, Lot 20; 9,526 sq. ft,; Tax Map
#0613-12-0020; Acct. #408273783

Parcel 3: (Ox Group) 9333 Lee Highway, Fairfax; Providence
District; Hatmark, 17,906 sq. ft.; Tax Map #0484-01-0002;
Acct. #408216571

Parcel 4: (US Bank) 6801 Custis Parkway, Falls Church;
Providence District; Mason Terrace, Lot 450; 20,437 sq. ft.;
Tax Map #0504-05-0450; Acct. #408230100

Parcel 5 (Improved): (Walsh) 9111 McNair Drive, Alexandria;
Mt. Vernon District; Woodlawn Manor, Lot 27; Sec.1; 21,780
sq. ft.; Tax Map #1101-05-0027; Acct. #408435007 Parcel 5

Parcel 1

Don’t Miss Another Auction - Get our App!

Commentary

By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

O
n Nov. 8, you can vote
on two state constitu-
tional amendments

that require voter approval, in ad-
dition to voting for President and
U.S. Congress. There are also lo-
cal measures on the ballot in
some counties.

One constitutional amendment is relatively non-
controversial and would allow localities to exempt
property owned by the widow of a killed-in-action
first responder from real estate taxes. Two years ago,
Virginians approved similar treatment for the wid-
ows of killed-in-action soldiers. I support giving our
localities this authority and voted “yes.”

The second amendment is very controversial and
very confusing as written on the ballot.

In 1947, Virginia adopted a law commonly labeled
a “right-to-work” law. This law prohibits labor unions
from negotiating contracts with employers that re-
quire all employees to join labor unions as a condi-
tion of employment. This practice results in what is
sometimes called a “union shop.”

No legislator has even introduced legislation to
repeal this statute in at least three decades. If they
did, it would be a waste of time because it would
not pass. This might lead you to ask why is this on
the ballot when it has been Virginia law for almost
70 years and no one has tried to repeal it?

This proposal is part of a multi-state campaign to
constitutionalize similar provisions and is organized

nationally by a group called the American Legisla-
tive Exchange Council or ALEC. ALEC is funded by
various large corporations and think tanks and has
advocated model laws to weaken environmental pro-
tections, promote mandatory voter identification and
weaken firearm violence prevention laws. Provisions
along these lines are on the ballot in five states on
Nov. 8, 2016.

I voted against placing this measure on the ballot
as your senator and voted “no” two weeks ago (I
voted by mail).

Constitutions are fundamental governing docu-
ments that set forth fundamental rules of governance
between people, branches of government and be-
tween different levels of government. We do not put
every policy in our state constitution for a good rea-
son. For example, we do not put alcoholic beverage
rules, the definition of murder, or speed limits in our
state constitution.

The “right-to-work” proposal is also bad policy.
Workers in states with right-to-work laws earn 12.1
percent less than workers in other states, median
household incomes are lower and fewer workers in
right to work states have access to basic benefits like
health insurance. States with right to work laws
spend 32 percent less on K-12 education than other
states, have higher rates of workplace fatalities and
have higher poverty and infant mortality rates. Work-
ers in these states also have fewer job protections.

I hope you will join me in voting against this pro-
vision.

It is an honor to serve as your state senator. You
can email me at scott@scottsurovell.org if you have
any feedback.

Yes for Widows, No for ‘Right to Work’
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
hile Colleen K. Vesely has watched
televised debates and political events
with her children throughout this
election season, an event during

which the American Civil Rights movement was dis-
cussed stands out. It was a concept her 3-year-old
daughter didn’t grasp, of course. But Vesely used the
moment as opportunity to start guiding her children
through this year’s election season.

“I asked her to think about what she might do if
someone at school was being mean to one of her
friends, to which, she promptly replied, ‘I’d tell them
to stop being mean and that I don’t like it,’” said
Vesely, an assistant professor of early childhood edu-
cation and human development and family science
at George Mason University. “Elections offer oppor-
tunities to consider the importance of service and
standing up for democratic principles. … However,
the tone of this general election season is different.”

Still, Vesely and other educators say that while elec-
tion cycles typically offer families a multitude of op-
portunities for conversations about civics and dis-
cussions of democracy, navigating the current politi-
cal climate requires added dexterity.

Use the election season to facilitate conversations
in a way that is relatable to children based on their
age and experiences, advises Vesely. “By … discuss-
ing the different issues … parents with school-age
and older children can use the election season as an
opportunity to expand their children’s thinking in
relation to current social issues and history,” she said.
“Parents can use the election as fodder to hone their
children’s critical thinking skills with real-life issues
by helping them critique candidates’ opinions” as well
as “understand different points of view on a variety
of issues and develop their persuasive arguments.”
This is an exercise Vesely has used with her own chil-
dren.

“During primary season, my 6-year-old and I
watched a number of the candidates’ speeches,” she
said. “We talked about the issues and each person as
a human being. … I offered reasons as to why I ad-
mired (some of) the candidates.”

Focusing on citizenship and character is a strategy
Vesely advises parents to use with children who are
preschool-age and younger: “Parents might discuss
what it means to be a good citizen in their home,”
she said. “For example, helping put away their toys

when they are done playing, being nice to their class-
mates, helping their friends and teacher.”

Similarly, local schools are developing creative
ways to fit the Nov. 8 election into their lesson plans.
For example, “since students are only in middle
school for one presidential election, Norwood School
takes advantage of this opportunity to help students
begin to understand how to go about comparing can-
didates’ positions on basic issues, and also to help
them understand how the presidential election pro-
cess works,” said Michele Claeys, associate head of
school and head of middle school, Norwood School
in Potomac, Md.

To help students learn to understand issues and
evaluate and compare candidates, teachers work to-
gether to create age-appropriate mini-lessons about
candidates’ positions on a small number of issues.
“Students will explore and discuss — not debate —
the issues, and learn how to find additional informa-
tion on their own if they are interested,” said Claeys.

On Election Day, middle school students will par-
ticipate in a mock election designed to help them
understand how the electoral process works. They
will be divided into groups of different sizes with
different numbers of electoral votes, representing
each of the 50 states. “After both the real and mock
elections, teachers will use the results to illustrate
how the process works,” said Claeys. “Throughout
these lessons, our emphasis will be on respectful dia-
logue and consideration of multiple perspectives and
experiences.”

Educators at BASIS Independent School in McLean
are teaching students about the political process by
linking it to the selection of the school’s mascot. By
allowing students to choose a symbol to represent
the school, teachers hope to initiate a broad conver-
sation about awareness, empathy and other values.

“Especially for our younger students, conversations
about how a mascot represents the qualities and val-
ues of our school serves as a good metaphor for the
more serious representation in political contexts,”
said Sean Aiken, head of school. “Some students pre-
fer traditional mascots to give our school a sense of
familiarity and camaraderie. Some want less com-
mon mascots to set us apart from other schools and
celebrate our individuality.”

The lesson will involve the entire student body. “We
ask our older students to generate ideas that take
even our youngest 3-year-olds into account so we can

Local educators offer suggestions for navigating a
complicated political climate.

Discussing the Election with Children

The election season
offers students such
as those at BASIS
Independent School
in McLean an op-
portunity to learn
about the political
process.

Photo Courtesy of

BASIS Independent
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unite as a whole school and not just play
to specific ‘special interests,” said Aiken.

“The exercise serves as an impetus for
posing thought-provoking questions to the
students,” says Aiken. “Should we identify
ourselves as humorous, serious, fierce?” he
asks. “What will happen if the greater num-
bers of students in the middle school prefer
a mascot that the much smaller number of
sophomores do not prefer? Should we use
some sort of delegate system or stick with
popular vote? How will we feel if our top
choice for mascot ultimately is not selected,
and what is the appropriate response to that
feeling? Does our choice of mascot repre-
sent not just our current community but
those who will join us in the future?”

The activities, says Aiken, open the door
for conversations about fairness and frus-
tration in ways that are meaningful and age
appropriate, and that can be put into the
context of the current election season.
“While our situation as a brand-new school
is somewhat unique, the idea of mascot rep-
resentation weaves through our whole so-
ciety and could certainly be used to frame
a conversation between students and their
families about tone, identity and coopera-
tion,” he said.

Parents should also be aware of the ways

the election is affecting their own emotional
states and thus their families. “As I watch
the presidential debates and continue to
read the media coverage of the election, I
find myself in an agitated and anxious emo-
tional state,” said Vesely. “This heightened
emotional state with feelings of stress and
agitation can spill over into family relation-
ships, leaving us less present and sensitive
in our interactions with our children and
partners.”

Choose the information children are ex-
posed to thoughtfully and be prepared for
questions, say experts. “The 2016 general
election season [has been] described by
some as dark and more negative than any
of the recent past elections,” Vesely said.
“We want to encourage our children’s par-
ticipation in the political process, but … it
can sometimes be ugly and hurtful.”

Shielding children, says Vesely, doesn’t
mean ignoring negativity entirely, however.
“Parents should be prepared to talk through
what children might hear from other chil-
dren on the playground or at school,” she
said. “Parents ought to pay attention to …
their children’s emotional states … espe-
cially after viewing or discussing election-
related media. As parents, we can look for
teachable moments in which we might ex-
press notions of treating others how [we]
want to be treated.”

Talking About Election
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Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or
call 703-778-9416. The deadline is the
Friday prior to the next paper’s publica-
tion at noon. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

ONGOING
The Pumpkin Patch will be open

October 2 through 31, Sunday
through Friday, from noon until 7 pm
daily, and Saturdays from 10 am
until 7 pm. Located at St. George’s
United Methodist Church, 4910 Ox
Road, near George Mason University
at the crossroads of Rt 123 and
Braddock Road and across from the
University Mall. A large variety of
pumpkins and decorative gourds of
all shapes and sizes will be for sale.
www.pumpkinsusa.com

Batting Cage Occoquan Regional
Park 9751 Ox Road Lorton. Open
through Oct. 30 Occoquan offers a
baseball/softball batting cage, for
hitters of all levels. Pitching
machines offer other pitches like
curveballs. Cost: 14 balls $1.50 Team
Rentals Per Cage: 30 min. $18 60
min. $34 https://
www.novaparks.com/parks/
occoquan-regional-park/things-to-
do/batting-cage

Adventures in Learning
Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax
8:30 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. every Monday
for 6 weeks, Oct. 3, 2016 - Nov. 7
these events take place at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 5114 Twinbrook
Rd. Fairfax. start with gentle
exercise, followed by speakers on
topics such as health, history,
community, personal development,
finance, and more. Afternoon
breakouts are book club, bridge,
canasta, and mind games. Bring a
brown bag lunch. Cost: $30 for 6
weeks (Mondays). To register: call
703-426-2824 www.scfbva.org.

Senior Line Dancing 1 - 2 p.m. Little
RIver Glen Senior Center 4001
Barker Ct, Fairfax. Line Dancing is a
gentle, social form of aerobic activity.
Studies have shown it aids in
warding off Alzheimer’s disease. No
previous experience needed. Cost:
$5.00 per 8 week session.
barbriba@hotmail.com 703-524-
3739

Farmers Market & Food Trucks: 3-
7 p.m. Thursdays through Oct. 27 at
the Fairfax County Government
Center front parking lot.

Rock the Block! 6:30 p.m. Every
fourth Friday through Oct. 28. Old
Town Square, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Concert series. Food is
available for sale. Bring chairs and or
blankets to sit on. Kids – wear swim
suits and bring towels. Enjoy the new
spray pad. No Pets allowed except
service animals. fairfaxva.gov.

The Farmer’s Market at
Springfield Town Center. May 7-
Nov. 19, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Through
November. Corner of Spring Mall and
Loisdale roads, Springfield. Enjoy
fresh baked goods, produce,
vegetables & fruits, meats & cheeses,
and a host of other vendors.
springfieldtowncenter.com.

Fairfax Rotary Club Meeting.
12:15-1:30 p.m. Mondays. American
Legion, 3939 Oak St., Fairfax.
Meetings with luncheon and
program. fairfaxrotary.org.

Carolina Shag. Wednesdays. 6:30-10
p.m. Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.

FUN-Exercise. Thursdays, noon-12:50
p.m. Grace Presbyterian Church
Family Room, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Inova certified exercise
instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current
events conversation. Muscle, Balance,
Strength Training using stretch bands
and weights both standing and
seated exercises. Instructor donation
is $5. moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703-

499-6133.
EXERCISE PROGRAM Mondays and

Fridays at 9:30 am year-round at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Rd. Fairfax. The exercises
are for strength, balance and
maintaining limberness. Contact
SCFB office at 703-426-2824 for
more information.

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe).
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you
always want to converse in Hebrew?
Join Na’ama each week for
conversational Hebrew. You will
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun
and interactive way while learning
more about Israel. Free, however we
ask that you try to attend regularly.
RSVP Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.

Smoke Free Bingo (with breaks for
smoking friends). 7 p.m. Every
Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire
Department, 4081 University Drive,
Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot.
www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638.

English Conversation Groups
weekly at George Mason, Burke
Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice
and improve your English. Day and
start times vary. Visit: https://
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp

First Sunday Jazz Brunch 11 - 2
p.m. Recurring monthly on the 1st
Sunday at Bazin’s on Church 111
Church St N.W., Vienna. Enjoy
brunch accompanied by the soft jazz
sounds of Virginia Music Adventure.
Visit: http://www.fxva.com/listing/
bazins-on-church/1686/

Stories From Strawberry Park 10 -
11 a.m. Tuesdays in Mosaic -
Strawberry Park 2910 District
Avenue, Fairfax. Enjoy a live
interactive performance each week
taught by a group of unique
storytellers. For ages 10 and under.
Held outside in Strawberry Park. In
inclement weather and October
through April, storytime will be held
in Angelika Film Center. Recurring
weekly on Tuesday. Visit: http://
www.fxva.com/listing/mosaic-
district/2326/

THURSDAY/OCT. 20
Together We Can Stand Up to

Bullying 10 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Dunn
Loring Center for Parent Services
2334 Gallows Road Entrance 1 –
Room 100. Did you know that
children with special needs are more
likely to be bullied than their peers?
Learn ways to help support your
child at home and in school. Dr.
Sajjad Khan, an experienced clinician
and researcher at NeuroScience Inc.,
will present educational and
psychological studies on bullying at
this crucial workshop. Register
online.

FRIDAY/OCT. 21
Wellness Recovery Conference

8:30 - 2:30 p.m. NOVA Annandale
Campus. Ernst Cultural Center 8333
Little River Turnpike Anndandale.
Have you or someone you care about
ever experienced substance use
disorder or mental health challenges?
Do you want to learn more about
recovery, staying healthy, and how to
build and grow good

relationships? Cost:$30 703-324-9355
http://wwwnovamentalhealth.org/
conference.registration

Superintendent’s Revenge 2016.
10 a.m. Twin Lakes Golf Course,
6201 Union Mill Road, Clifton.
Obstacle-filled layout. $160 per team.
Roberta.Korzen@fairfaxcounty.gov.

“Mediterranea” at Accotink Unitarian
Universalist Church, 7 p.m.; a
discussion follows the film. Friday
Night Film Series presents
“Mediterranea” as a part of the Third
Annual D.C. Immigration Film Fest.
Doors open at 7 pm; Childcare is

provided. Films shown on big screen
with surround sound at Accotink
Unitarian Universalist Church, 10215
Lakehaven Court Burke, 703-503-
4579; www.accotinkuu.org,
administrator@accotinkuu.org This is
a non-religious event open to the
public. Tickets start at $6 and can be
purchased at the door or here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/

mediterranea-tickets-26956413358

SATURDAY/OCT.22
1st Annual Forge Brew Works &

LCAC Oktoberfest noon - 6 p.m. at
Forge Brew Works 8532 Terminal
Road Lorton. Admission: Free.
forgebrewworks.com/beers

Sully Historic Site Halloween

Lantern Light Event 4 - 7 p.m.
3650 Historic Sully Way, Chantilly.
Sully will be hosting a Historic All
Hallows Eve program to return
visitors to a time before superhero
costumes and candy corn. In the 18th
& 19th centuries, Virginians
celebrated All Hallows Eve with

SATURDAY/OCT.22
Sully Historic Site Halloween Lantern Light

Event 4 - 7 p.m. 3650 Historic Sully Way,
Chantilly. Sully will be hosting a Historic All
Hallows Eve program to return visitors to a time
before superhero costumes and candy corn. In the
18th & 19th centuries, Virginians celebrated All
Hallows Eve with storytelling, fortune telling, and
family gatherings. There will be a tour of the
historic site and grounds by lantern light. This
program is for participants age five to adult. The
cost is $10 per person. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/sully-historic-site

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 26, 2016
70th Annual Vienna Halloween Parade 7 p.m. Maple

Avenue, Vienna. “Celebrating 125 Years of the Town of
Vienna” come in costume to celebrate Halloween.
Viennava.gov

FRIDAY/OCT. 28, 2016
Spooktacular. 6:30-8 p.m. Herndon Community Center,

814 Ferndale Ave., Herndon. Enjoy ghoulish games, a
spooky craft and a children’s show. Fee: $10/child in
advance or $15/child on day of event. www.herndon-
va.gov.

Bradley Farm Haunted House Friday & Saturday 6 -
10 p.m. 13159 New Parkland Drive, Herndon. The
guided tours are $5 www.BFHauntedHouse.com.

SATURDAY/OCT. 29
Clifton Haunted Trail 7 - 10 p.m. in the historic town of

Clifton. Admission: Ages 13+ $15 Ages 12 and under
$10. www.cliftonhauntedtrail.com/

SATURDAY/OCT. 29 - OCT 31
Roer’s Zoofari Trick-Or-Treat 5 - 7 p.m. 1228 Hunter

Mill Rd. Vienna. Roer’s Zoofari welcomes families from
all areas to a new way of trick-or-treating this year. Kids

can trick-or-treat for candy and treats, bounce around in
our kids zone, and meet bugs at our creepy crawly
station. Admission: $10 per child, free for adults.
www.roerszoofari.com/

SATURDAY/OCT. 29
Howl-O-Ween at Lake Anne, 1-3 p.m. Plaza Activities.

Free. Join us on the Plaza dressed in Halloween flair
(adults + pets) for a Howling good time! Dogs, cats,
and all types of furry friends are welcome to participate.
Pet Costume Contest starts at 1:30 p.m.: Pet Parade,
Live DJ, Pet Friendly Beer Garden, Window Decorating
Contest, Yappy Hour Specials from 1-5 p.m., Treats,
Tricks & More From Local Merchants.
www.lakeanneplaza.com

MONDAY/OCT. 31
Halloween Spooktacular at Great Falls Village Green

and Great Falls Center, 5-7 p.m., with Pet Parade at 4
p.m. (all dogs must vacate the green by 4:50 p.m.) Boy
Scout Troop 55 will create some spooky fun for
everyone in the Haunted House; The Langley Marching
Band performs in the Wells Fargo parking lot; Linda
Waitkus of Great Dogs of Great Falls is leading the Pet
Parade starting at the Gazebo. Look out for the Great
Falls Volunteer Firefighters in the Safeway parking lot.

Clifton Haunted Trail
Returns Oct. 29

2016 Clifton Haunted Trail is sched-
uled for Saturday, Oct. 29, 7 - 10 p.m.
in the historic town of Clifton. Admission:
Ages 13+ $15 Ages 12 and under $10.
www.cliftonhauntedtrail.com/

Halloween 2016 Preview

Photo by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Thrill-seeking souls enter the eight-acre
Clifton Haunted Trail on Oct. 24, 2015

Photo courtesy of Robyn Witschey

Katie Pline (left) and Keeler Lambertson
(right) of Clifton acted in a scene depict-
ing the Salem witch trials, burning and
lynching.

Photo courtesy of Robyn Witschey

Clifton residents Aaron and Tracy
Kuzemka, Josie Layfield, Alexis Pollard and
friends ran a “Children of the Corn” scene
during the 2015 Clifton Haunted Trail.
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From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
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nothing until the job
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past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years
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To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Sales and Property Management
Residential Property Management

Association Management

703-239-1234
Pat.richter@richter1.com

Residential Preferred Properties
5631-I Burke Centre Parkway, Suite I • Burke, VA 22015

Rare opportunity to PURCHASE your
own office in Burke Centre!

With over 1,649 square feet of finished ADA
compliant space, this one story - main level location

has ample street parking and easy access for clientele.
Recently remodeled and completely updated.

Move in ready. Available December, 2016.
Call for more information 703-239-1234.

Professional Office
Space for Sale!

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find  the way.
2. not appreciated or understood.

3. no longer owned or known

Helping Animals
Find Their Way
Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering, transporta-
tion, adoption center caretaking and more.

Calendar

Photo contributed

From left — back row:
Melissa Knapp, Springfield,
as Grace Farrell. and
Siobhan Thompson, Fairfax,
as Miss Hannigan. Front
Row: Brenna Kay, Alexan-
dria, as Annie. Blaise
Majewski, Lorton, as Daddy
Warbucks. Also featured,
Tulio as Sandy.

Northern Virginia
Players Present
‘Annie Jr.’

storytelling, fortune telling, and
family gatherings. There will be a
tour of the historic site and grounds
by lantern light. This program is for
participants age five to adult. The
cost is $10 per person.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully-
historic-site

“Gallant Knights and Fair
Maidens”: Ring Tournaments

in Fairfax County 2 p.m. The Civil
War Interpretive Center at Historic
Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Historian Jeanne Niccolls
will present her research on jousting
tournaments, a dominant form of
chivalric entertainment, in the
antebellum and post-Civil War
periods. The tournaments featured
men on horseback competing with
lances to capture rings. Cost: Free.
703-591-0560.

From Page 10

Northern Virginia Players will
present their Fall 2016 musical,
“Annie Jr.” Based on the popular
comic strip, “Annie” tells of a
spunky Depression-era orphan
determined to find her parents
who abandoned her on the door-
step of a New York City orphan-
age run by the cruel Miss
Hannigan. In adventure after ad-
venture, Annie foils Miss
Hannigan’s evil ways, befriends
President Franklin Roosevelt, and
finds a new family in billionaire
Oliver Warbucks, his personal sec-
retary Grace Farrell, and a lovable
mutt named Sandy.

Dates and times: Nov. 4, 5, 11
and 12 at 7:30 p.m.; Nov. 5 and
12 at 1:30 p.m. at Summit Church,

7719 Fullerton Rd. Springfield. For
Tickets/Group Sales (available
now): http://www.nvplayers.com/
. Order early for best seating.
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Sports

West Springfield names inaugural
Sports Hall of Fame class.

50 Years of Spartan
Star Athletes

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

W
est Springfield High School
continued to celebrate its
50th anniversary by induct
ing 21 individuals into its in-

augural Sports Hall of Fame.
The honorees, which included five

coaches, one contributor, one team and 14
athletes, were recognized at the Oct. 7
Homecoming football game against West
Potomac High School. A formal induction
luncheon took place the following day at
the Waterford in Springfield.

Current West Springfield principal Mike
Mukai said the game was “a great atmo-
sphere,” despite the Spartans’ loss to the
visiting Wolverines 47 to 40.

An early highlight of the game was Fairfax
County Police delivering the game ball via
helicopter. Former Spartan soccer and bas-
ketball player Brian Carroll also stopped by
in between his own games with the Major
League Soccer team Philadelphia Union.

The inaugural West Springfield High School
Sports Hall of Fame class of 2016 includes:

Golf State Championship Team 1975
Missy Bell Bunch (swimming), Class of 1997
Brian Carroll (soccer, basketball), Class of

2000
Gayle Freshwater Doane (basketball, softball,

tennis), Class of 1974
Sharif Karie (cross country, track), Class of

1997
Dave Koesters (basketball, baseball), Class of

1974
Kara Lawson (basketball), Class of 1999
Stephanie Loehr (soccer), Class of 1994
Chip McArdle (wrestling, golf), Class of 1982
Steve Nobles (cross country, track), Class of

1971

Mukai said there were four teachers from
the original 1966 West Springfield staff in
attendance, two of which were also mem-
bers of the 2016 hall of fame class.

“So many came back who wanted to
honor coaches,” Mukai said. One of those
was former field hockey and girls’ basket-
ball coach Shirley Duncan, who helped
shape Title IX legislation.

A special website was created for the hall
of fame, which has names, sports and years
for each of the inductees. The plan is for it
to contain more biographical information
as well as a video for each former high
school athlete.

Inductees were chosen by a committee
that looked at accomplishments after high
school as well, but focused first on “what
they meant to the school,” said assistant
principal Betsy Fawsett, “what an individual
mean to the team.”

Next year, Fawsett said, they plan to in-
duct just 15 new members into the hall of
fame, and 10 the following year.

Also in the works is an Academic Hall of
Fame.

Joe Saunders (baseball, basketball), Class of
1999

Kathy Schniedwind (field hockey, basketball,
softball, track), Class of 1970

Sheri Susi Nygaard (gymnastics, cheerleading)
, Class of 1987

Jamie Warren III (basketball, baseball), Class
of 1991

L.J. Yankosky (basketball, baseball), Class of
1993

Bob Little, Contributor
Rob Benton, Coach
Shirley Duncan, Coach
Vic Kelbaugh, Coach
Don McCool, Coach
Ron Tugwell, Coach
More information on the West Springfield

High School Sports Hall of Fame inductees is
available online at spartanhof.com.

Hall of Fame Class of 2016

Members of the West Springfield High School girls 1991, 1992 and 1993
State Champion Soccer teams are recognized at the school’s Oct. 7
Homecoming game against West Potomac High School.

Members of the West Springfield High School boys 1978 State Champion
Golf team are recognized at the school’s Oct. 7 Homecoming game
against West Potomac High School.

West Springfield High School principal Mike Mukai helps check in guests
at the school’s inaugural Sports Hall of Fame induction luncheon at the
Waterford in Springfield on Oct. 8.

West Springfield
High School director
of student activities
Andy Muir (left)
speaks at the at the
school’s inaugural
Sports Hall of Fame
induction luncheon
at the Waterford in
Springfield on Oct. 8.

Photos courtesy of Candid Color

West Springfield High School continued to celebrate its 50th anniversary
by inducting 21 individuals into its inaugural Sports Hall of Fame at the
Waterford in Springfield on Oct. 8.
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YOU HAVE SATURDAY OFF.
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NOW OPEN

ON SUNDAYS

10AM TO 4PM

BY APPT ONLY
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Catherine Louise Scott Pearson, 90 years 
old, left this world for heaven on September 20, 2016 at 
her home in Alachua, Florida.  Catherine  was born on April 
4, 1926 to Mamie and Archie Scott and grew up in the Alex-
andria and Franconia area. She married Samuel T. Pearson 
in 1942. She is survived by her daughter Carole (husband 
Chuck) Page, son Samuel (wife Lynne) Pearson,  sister 
June Hoffman 7 grandchildren, 15 great grandchildren and 1 
great great grandchild. She was preceded in death by her 
husband Samuel T. Pearson, parents Mamie and Archie 
Scott, brothers Austin, Robert, William (Sonny) Scott and 
sister Betty Burk. She will be laid to rest  at Pohick Church 
with her husband in a private family service. She will be 
greatly missed. In lieu of flowers contributions can be made 
to Just Man Ministry 3246 Snow, Katy, Texas 77493 or to 
Carole Ann Page c/o "Go Fund Me Page.

Dental Implant -$1,200

6220 Old Keene Mill Ct.  Springfield, VA 22152
(703) 569-8000

Implant plus Crown all together - $2,000
37 years of Experience in Every Aspect of Dental Implants.

Many Experience with Full Mouth Rehabilitation.
Everything is done at One Place.

Kie D. Lee, DDS

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

28 Yard Sales

Huge Yard Sale to benefit 
the Feline Foundation of 

Greater Washington, 10/22, 
8-1 p.m., 2355 Bedfordshire 
Cir. Reston.  Sports equip-

ment, video, pet items, 
housewares, art, jewelry, 

much more.  Special guest 
appearance by author Ingrid 

King signing her feline-
related books 10 - noon.

201 Import Auto

2011 Toyota 
Highlander hybrid. 

Execlent condition. 59K 
miles. Premium alloy 

wheels. Luggage rack, 
interior color ash, 

exterior black. 3.5 liter 
DOHC with dual DVT-I. 

AWD. Full power. 
Private glass front and 
back. Seats 7. Certified 

Pre-Owned with 
warranty. Perfect real 

estate or Uber car. 
$23,900.00. Contact 

Col. Jerry in 
Mount Vernon: 

Hybrid4WD4sale@
gmail.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-778-9411

EmploymentEmployment

Each Home Instead Senior Care(r) franchise
office is independently owned and operated

Are You Organized and
Forward-Thinking?

Home Instead Senior Care(r) is looking
for an organized individual to join us in our

mission to enhance the lives of aging adults
and their families. This Client Care

Coordinator role manages quality assurance
with extensive one-on-one with our clients.

Home Instead Senior Care
Call Today: 703.750.6670

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

One man 
with courage

makes a
majority.

-Andrew Jackson
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Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or call 703-
778-9416. The deadline for submissions is the
Friday prior to publication. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

MONDAY/OCT. 17 THROUGH NOV. 4
Sheehy Auto Stores Fall Harvest Food Drive

Sheehy Auto Stores throughout Washington,
D.C.; Richmond, Virginia; and Baltimore,
Maryland areas will collect canned goods and
non-perishable food as part of the company’s
annual Fall Harvest Food Drive. Feeding
America provides low-income individuals and
families with the fuel to survive and even thrive.
As the nation’s leading domestic hunger-relief
charity, Feeding America’s network members
supply food to more than 37 million Americans
each year, including 14 million children and 3
million seniors.

Locations include:
Sheehy Volkswagen6601 Backlick RoadSpringfield,

VA 22150 Sheehy Nissan of
Springfield6727 Loisdale RoadSpringfield, VA
22150 Sheehy Infiniti of Tysons8527 Leesburg
PikeVienne, VA 22182

Sheehy Ford of Springfield 6727 Loisdale
RoadSpringfield, VA 22150 Sheehy
Subaru of Springfield6571 Backlick
RoadSpringfield, VA 22150 Patriot
Harley-Davidson9739 Fairfax BoulevardFairfax,
VA 22031

TUESDAY/OCT. 25
Water Treatment System Maintenance

Basics The webinars will be held at 1 p.m. ET
Register at: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/ ctreyens@ngwa.org or 800-551-7379,
ext. 1554.

ONGOING
Volunteers Needed as Drivers & Office

Workers Drivers are needed for trips Monday -
Friday to medical appointments and Companion
Shopping within the Fairfax/Burke area.
Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke serves those
50+ and who no longer drive. Office Workers
are needed to answer phones in the SCFB office
(Monday - Friday) of individuals requesting
rides and match an available driver for each
request. If you can volunteer your time, please
contact the SCFB office at 703-323-4788.

Bulletin Board

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at least two
weeks prior to the event.

St Mary of Sorrows Church Landings
Tuesday’s 7:30 p.m. 5222 Sideburn Rd, Fairfax,
will begin a “Landings” program for returning
Catholics and people considering returning to the
practice of their Faith. Program started Sept 20th
and will run through Nov. 15. Pre-registration re-
quired. 703-818-8618 or annleggio@yahoo.com.

The Church of the Good Shepherd, 9350
Braddock Rd., Burke, is offering day and evening
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
classes to serve members of the community who
wish to improve their English skills. Class levels
offered are based on enrollment needs. Fall 2016
registration takes place Sept. 7—8 and classes be-
gin Sept. 20. For more information call the church
office at 703-323-5400. Leave your name and con-
tact information and someone will get back to you.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the corner of
Fairfax County Parkway and Burke Lake Roads,
holds a bible study fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays
followed by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery care
and children’s church also provided. 6401 Mission-
ary Lane, Fairfax Station, 703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist Center, 10875
Main St., Fairfax City provides free classes to both
newcomers and advanced practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhism. The center emphasizes working with
the mind and learning how to understand the
workings of the mind, overcoming inner causes of
suffering, while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa Rinpoche, the
center is a place of study, contemplation and medi-
tation. Visit http://www.guhyasamaja.org for more
information.

Faith Notes

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409 Hnhhandyman.com

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Power Washing
Go from Green to Clean. We clean Houses,
Decks, Fences, Patios, etc. Deck Staining and
Sealing, Exterior Wood Rot, Deck & Fence Repair.

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

Single Family Homes $185.00
Townhouses $140.00

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

40 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

Give me where to stand, 
and I will move the earth.

-Archimedes
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Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@LNF.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

Catie, Steve & Associates
Direct: 703-278-9313
Cell: 703-362-2591
Life Members, NVAR Top Producers
Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

KIM MCCLARY
703-929-8425

kimm@lnf.com
Life Member NVAR Top Producers

DIANE SUNDT
703-615-4626

Military Relocation Specialist

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Associate Brokers

www.BillupsTeam.com
703-967-8700

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

John & Jennifer Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

Find More Information at: www.Hermandorfer.com

Clifton - $749,000
Classic Colonial  on over 6 acres in the heart of Clifton!

Wonderful Outbuilding on Property offers many options!

Top 1% of Agents Nationally

Carol Hermandorfer
703-216-4949

Burke  $339,900
Well maintained and updated 3BR, 3BA townhouse
minutes to shopping and VRE. Granite and SS Appl.
Bamboo floors. Updated baths.

Call Courtney for more info. 703-786-5330

“Working for
& Listening to YOU”

Dana-Jean LaFever
& Claudia Callis

703-609-3479 • 703-620-2790

Woodbridge $1,250,000
Gorgeous custom build – all-brick Mike Garcia home on a 5
acre private waterfront peninsula. 6 BRs & 7.5 Baths.
Spectacular wide water views from three sides. Huge gourmet
kitchen. Newly renovated spa-inspired master bath. 2 tiered
700 SF entertainment-ready deck. Private boat dock & gazebo.
Fire pit. Gated circular driveway w/pond & fountain. Super
efficient geothermal HVAC system. Nanny suite over garage.

Fairfax Station - $1,175,000
Elegance & Luxury on 5 private acres on quiet cul-de-sac.
Updated kitchen! Incredible lower level! Beautiful Pool!

Fairfax Station $719,900Fairfax $733,900

Burke $419,900
ENJOY BEAUTIFUL LAKE VIEWS
from this 3 finished level end unit
townhome in Lake Braddock * New
kitchen with granite & SS appliances
* Fresh paint & new carpet through-
out * Wood foyer & kitchen floors * 3
bedrooms * 2.5 baths * Visit
www.5556KendrickLane.com for
more information or call Judy.

S
O
L
D

Fairfax
$850,000

Beautiful
4200+ sqft
home. Updated
kitchen, new
appliances &
granite count-
ers, new win-
dows in 2012,
Brazilian cherry

floors, gas heat & fireplace, new granite counters in bath-
rooms, new carpet in bedrooms & basement, sprinkler &
security system, new washer & dryer, freshly painted, cor-
ner lot with fenced yard. Must see!

Fairfax
$637,500

WORLD
CLASS
ELEGANCE!
Backs to
PKLND! 4
Bedrooms/2.5
Baths, Regal
LR/DR w/

hrwds, crown mold, chair rail. Updtd EIK w/Brookhaven
cabs w/pot drawers. Invtng FR w/gas FP & hrwds. Serene
MBA, sep. shower & vanity area. Rec room on LL- new
carpet, paint, & storage/utility rm, loads of storage & WO
to treed yard. Impeccably maintained!

MANASSAS/PR WM PKWY $489,900
PRICE IMPROVED TO SELL TODAY

MOTIVATED SELLERS ARE READY TO SEE YOUR CONTRACT!! From
the inviting front porch to the grand entry foyer, this gracious floorplan is
perfect for daily living or entertaining.  Almost 4,000 sq. ft. of luxury living
space. Featuring 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, walk-out lower level w/wet bar, rec
room, media & game areas, full bath. Custom deck, patio, hot tub, irrigation
system, new roof just installed—it’s all here—hurry!!



Foster Remodeling Solutions, Inc. • 7211-H Telegraph Square Drive • Lorton, VA 22079 • 703.672.2249 • www.FosterRemodeling.com

• Whole Home Remodels
• Home Additions

• Kitchens

• Bathrooms
• Entertainment Areas

• and much more!

If you are looking for a Remodeling Company that you can count on, then Foster Remodeling Solutions 

is the company for you! For over 30 years we have been Northern Virginia’s First Choice for Home 

Remodeling Services. From Kitchens and Bathrooms to Additions and Whole Home Remodels we have 

a lifetime of Solutions for your home. Call Today 703.672.2249 or online at FosterRemodeling.com

 

Northern Virginia’s First Choice for Home Remodeling Services
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Foster Remodeling Solutions, Inc. • 7211-H Telegraph Square Drive • Lorton, VA 22079 • 703.672.2249 • www.FosterRemodeling.com

Call Foster Today

703.672.2249
or online

FosterRemodeling.com

Additions

Whole Home Remodels

Kitchen Remodeling

Bathroom Remodeling

Master Suite Additions

Entertainment Areas

and much more...

Decisions about making major changes to 

your home must be considered carefully. 

The first big decision comes with selecting 

the right team of professionals to guide you 

through the process and get the job done.

At Foster Remodeling Solutions, we are here 

to help. Call us today for your free in-home 

consultation and we will help you design the 

space of your dreams!

703.672.2249

Revitalize your Home and Enhance your Lifestyle


