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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

T
he Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors voted 9-1 on Tuesday,
Dec. 6 to establish a Civilian
Review Panel to provide over-

sight of Fairfax County Police and to hear
complaints of police misconduct or abuse
of authority.

The independent panel was one of the
more controversial of the 142 recommen-
dations from the Ad Hoc Police Practices
Review Commission created by board chair-
man Sharon Bulova in 2015. The commis-
sion, with representatives from law enforce-
ment, the media and the community at
large, was set up in response to public out-
rage over lack of transparency and account-
ability surrounding the 2013 shooting death
of unarmed Springfield man John Geer by
Fairfax County Police officer Adam Torres.

From the Ad Hoc Commission’s Use of
Force Subcommittee, chairman Phil
Niedzielski-Eichner said the Dec. 6 vote was
a “tremendous accomplishment” and an-
other opportunity to reinforce the major
process the police department and govern-
ment are undertaking to improve.

“I see what we’re doing today as taking
another step in making a great police de-
partment even better,” Chairman Bulova
said, “[being a] model for the nation, con-
tinuing to improve community policing and

enhance trust between the community and
police department.”

Fairfax County Police Chief Edwin
Roessler said in an interview after the vote
he’s not concerned about the cost of the
panel, the caseload or officer morale, issues
raised by Supervisor Pat Herrity, the lone
vote against the proposal.

“I’m very proud of Fairfax County today,”
Roessler said. “It showed how a community,
political leaders and a highly engaged po-
lice department can work together to cre-
ate more transparency and accountability.”

FAIRFAX COUNTY will have a civilian
review panel for police oversight, but will
that body have the teeth to regain public
trust in law enforcement and local govern-
ment? Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill) proposed an amendment that would
have given the Panel more investigative
power..

“While we have had some challenges in

the past, the absence of the receptivity to
the concerns of the community, has been
the biggest burden of what we had,”
Hudgins said Tuesday, Dec. 6 before she
joined the board in voting in favor of estab-
lishing a nine-member police review panel
comprised of citizens. The panel will have
the authority to review completed FCPD
investigations into citizen complaints of
abuse or misconduct by Fairfax County po-
lice.

After reviewing the investigation, the
panel would report to the Board of Super-
visors with essentially a rating of how well
they think it was executed. The panel could,
as supervisor and Public Safety Committee
chairman John Cook (R-Braddock) said,
“send it back to be done better, say it was
done great, say it was done horribly, and
pass that information to us and to the pub-
lic.”

What that body would not have the au-
thority to do, and what Hudgins said con-

cerns her, is conduct independent investi-
gations, take sworn testimony or compel
officers named in complaints to appear and
take part in public hearings with the com-
plainant.

“Are those the limitations we want to ex-
ist under?” Hudgins asked prior to the vote.
“We will learn very quickly, if we move for-
ward, that it is going to be something that
is lacking. We need to be prepared to ad-
dress it.”

Hudgins alluded to the last several years,
a period that included the 2013 fatal shoot-
ing of Springfield resident John Geer by
Fairfax County Police officer Adam Torres
and subsequent public outcry.

“We were unresponsive before,” Hudgins
said. “It was a very, very difficult environ-
ment to live in. Citizens felt we were not
listeners, were not engaged.”

State law limits the authority of a panel
such as the one proposed to conduct inves

Police Civilian Review Panel Established
As complement to
police auditor, panel
will review abuse
and misconduct
complaints.

Left, Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon) said he
was similarly frustrated with the legal limitations of
the civilian review panel, like Hudgins, but said the
less than ideal solution still enables citizens to be
engaged.

Fairfax County Police Chief Edwin Roessler (right)
said in an interview after the successful civilian
review panel vote he’s not concerned about the cost
of the panel, the caseload or officer morale.
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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

I
n the last month, Fairfax
County Police released infor-
mation on two domestic ho-

micides it was investigating.
On Dec. 1, FCPD announced

they apprehended Lewis Edward
Reeder, 56, of Alexandria for al-
legedly setting his girlfriend
Delores Williams, 64 on fire and
fleeing. Williams died from her
injuries 12 days after the initial
incident, police said.

Nov. 28, police arrested Ricardo
Molina-Martinez, in his late 40s,

for allegedly stabbing his wife to
death early that morning.

According to the Fairfax County
Domestic Violence Fatality Review
Team 2013 Annual Report, in
2010, domestic violence was the
number one cause of homicide in
the county, accounting for seven
out of 16, or 44 percent.

In July last year, Fairfax County
began implementing the Maryland
Model Lethality Assessment Pro-
gram (LAP) to reduce domestic
violence deaths. It includes a
screening test for officers to use
when they arrive on the scene of
domestic violence situations.

High-danger victims are given the
chance to speak with an advocate
on the 24-hour LAP Line staffed
by Fairfax County Office for
Women and Domestic and Sexual
Violence Services.

In the first year of implementa-
tion, this LAP program generated
about 46 such calls each month.
About half of screenings led to
phone calls. By Fairfax County
Police station, calls from Mount
Vernon made up the largest por-
tion at 23 percent. Second was
Mason with 16 percent followed
by West Springfield and 13 per-
cent.

Bystanders can also play a ma-
jor role in preventing domestic vio-
lence, spokesperson for Fairfax
County Department of Family Ser-
vices Amy Carlini said, by contact-
ing Fairfax County’s 24/7 anony-
mous domestic violence hotline,

703-360-7273.
“It’s not just for victims,” she

said. “We would love if family
members, friends, neighbors call
as well if they may think someone
they know or love is experiencing

Combatting Domestic Violence Deaths in Mount Vernon
Bystanders urged to call hotline as well as victims.
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News

By Mercia Hobson

The Gazette

O
ne hundred twenty-five chil-
dren with life-challenging ill-
nesses, their families and a
support team of doctors,

nurses and volunteers, for a total of 216
people, arrived at Gate 7, Terminal D at
Dulles International Airport, Dec. 3, and
headed for the hottest destination of the
season.

Children’s Hospice International, located
in Alexandria, in partnership with United
Airlines had invited children and their fami-
lies to experience a special trip. Earlier that
morning each person had checked in at the
United Airlines counter and received a com-
plimentary ticket aboard Flight 2135, IAD-
NTP, non-stop service from Washington to
the North Pole, aboard Fantasy Flight 2016,
call sign Sleigh Ride One.

They lined up at the boarding gate shortly
before 8:30 a.m., awaiting an adventure so
many families had anticipated for months.
Going down the jet bridge, parents lifted
their children out of wheelchairs leaving the
chairs behind for the support crew. Others
held the hands of their ill child and the
hands of their other children as the line
moved forward to enter the plane.

The flight crew greeted the passengers as
they boarded the plane for their all-expense
paid trip to the North Pole and personal vis-
its with Santa Claus.

Sparkling garland hung on the overhead
compartments and cut out snowflakes
dangled from the ceiling.

HOLIDAY MAGIC, a mix of community
spirit and care, fueled this year’s United
Airlines Fantasy Flight 2016, a program in
its 27th year of operation. Through the sup-
port of United Airlines, its partnership with
Children’s Hospice International, the giving
of dozens of local and regional corporations
and hundreds of volunteers including
United employees who donated their time
and talent, United’s Flight to the North Pole
prepared to depart.

Francis Parker and her husband had ea-
gerly anticipated this day since May when
the youngest of their four sons, Case, age
2, was diagnosed with cancer. While wait-
ing to board Fantasy Flight 2016, Parker’s
boys had crayoned letters to Santa and
mailed them with the help from members
of Herndon Rotary Club. Paul Williams,
Rotarian, said, “It’s a happy time here to-
day, to celebrate with the families.”

As the boys colored, Parker said, “Case is
receiving treatment at Walter Reed. His
nurses told us about the flight when Case
was diagnosed. We woke them up this
morning, put them in the car and didn’t tell
them where they were going until we got

to the airport. Everybody’s been wonder-
ful.” Looking around, she added: “What a
great opportunity this is.”

Although Case’s brothers had flown be-
fore, this was to be Case’s first flight, as it
was for many children aboard Fantasy Flight
2016. While the flight attendants helped the
families settle in, United Airline’s Captain
“Bubba” welcomed everyone aboard. He
explained that there were some very spe-
cial rules on the nonstop flight to the North
Pole.

“Window blinds have to remain down,”
he said, adding that the plane uses a very
special fuel, making it travel so fast it’ll be
extremely bright outside. “And everyone
knows, where Santa lives,” Captain Bubba
said, “is a secret, only United has clearance
from Santa Claus” to land at the North Pole.

The flight is real and so is the destina-
tion. Sandy Steinmeyer, a United Airlines
flight attendant and key organizer of the
Dulles Fantasy Flights said: “All Fantasy
Flights across the United States and Guam,
a total of 14 flights, will really take off this
year.”

According to Randy Cox, managing direc-
tor United Airlines, United Airlines donates
the fuel for the flights while employees,
flight attendants, crews and support teams
donate their time.

Julia Wislocka, United Airlines staff rep-
resentative corporate communication, com-
mented that there is no doubt in her mind
Fantasy Flight is the most amazing event of
United Airlines. She said, “It’s a great ex-
ample of employees and the community
coming together. The event, takes hundreds
of volunteers, and the concourse where the
families will arrive, really is transformed to
be the North Pole.”

Terry Edwards, a United employee for 27
years, was Mrs. Santa. Before the plane
departed, she agreed and said, “In their
mindset, the children are at the North Pole.
They buy into it 100 percent.”

While Sleigh Ride One traveled at near
warp speed, it made quick time to the North
Pole but not before flight attendants could
treat everyone to apple slices and sweets.
As Fantasy Flight 2016 prepared to land,
Captain Bubba came on the intercom one
last time. To everyone on board, he wished:
“Fill your days with laughter; fill them with
peace and with joy. Welcome to the North
Pole.”

The children, their families and the sup-
port teams deplaned. They headed up the
jet bridge to the concourse. There, much to
their surprise, with eyes wide open,
storybook characters, Minions, Storm
Troopers and hundreds of volunteers had
formed a gauntlet, and were applauding
their arrival. High fives were slapped; chil-
dren hugged Minions and the Red, White
and Blues band played. Even the Racing
Presidents of the Washington Nationals
stepped up to the children and gave out
hugs.

Earlier, Cox described the effort it took
to transform the concourse to be the North
Pole; “We begin decorating the night before
at 6 p.m. It takes 350 volunteers to deco-
rate the North Pole. All the work and the
decorations are donated.”

Jim Lynch from Michigan attended the
event with his teenage daughter Emily.
Lynch said, “Emily completed a weeklong
research program at NIH. This is a fun day.
And to just walk off that plane, we were
blown away.”

Another element of the day is the impact
the event has for the siblings of a challenged
child. Wislocka said, “Today’s event is so
important for the sick kids, but also for their
siblings because their parents’ focus has
been on the sick child. United Airline em-
ployees and our volunteers make sure the
siblings get just as much attention and love.”

Xin Huang’s 3-year old daughter, Heidi,
attends the Maryland School for the Deaf
and Blind. While Heidi rested in her wheel-
chair, Huang said that this was the second
time they had attended the event. She

added, “It’s an important family event. Last
year, every other month, Heidi’s brother,
Leon, would ask about it. He absolutely
believes we are at the North Pole.”

DURING THEIR VISIT to the North Pole,
guests experienced an entertainment line
up of 13 bands; various support groups such
as Summit Therapy Animals and Red Door
Salon and entertainers like Aerial Graffiti
Jugglers, who all donated their time and
talents for the cause.

But the event everyone waited for was
his or her personal visit with Santa and Mrs.
Claus. Each child had an extended time with
Santa and received a bag full of age-appro-
priate toys or items, purchased specifically
for that child.

At 21, Montel Flipping was the oldest in-
vitee. He sat in his wheelchair, eyes alert.
His mother, Sonja Flipping said, “Montel
was diagnosed with pediatric brain cancer
at Children’s Hospital. This has been a 4-
year journey, and God is awesome.” She
added that Montel, her only child, had been
accepted into the Police Cadet Program one
month prior to his diagnosis. “Where trust
is, is what matters most,” she said as they
left to get in line for Montel’s visit with
Santa.

Ashtin Parker from West Springfield High
School and Bryson McDaniels from Lake
Braddock High School were two of the gift
purchasers for the event. Parker said, “This
year we got to buy 800 toys.”

McDaniels added: “We got toys every
child would like, from ages newborn to 21.
If we can make a difference, we will do this
any day.” Both Parker and McDaniels had
formed gift and fund drives, Ashtin’s drive
was named Ashtin’s Angels and McDaniel’s
was Bryson’s Blessings.

McDaniel’s added: “We really put a lot of
thought into what to buy, headphones,
books, puzzles, then he added: “The head-
phones are for the 21-year old.”

For more information about Fantasy
Flight, contact United Airlines. For more
information about Children’s Hospice Inter-
national that ensures medical, psychologi-
cal, social, and spiritual support to all chil-
dren with life-threatening conditions and
their families, contact www.CHIonline.org.

Taking a Fantasy Flight to the North Pole
In spirit of season, community organizations
and businesses donate hundreds
of service hours and supplies.

Oak Hill Herndon
Fantasy Flight 2016:
Children with life-
challenging illnesses
and their families
board Sleigh Ride One,
nonstop service to the
North Pole, for a day
of holiday cheer and a
private visit with
Santa Clause. United
Airlines hosted the day
with the support of
hundreds of volun-
teers and regional
businesses.
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Montel Flipping and Mrs. Minne-
sota, Morgan Bredde, enjoy a
moment together during festivities
sponsored by United Airlines at
their Fantasy Flight celebration.
Bredde is an Ambassador for
Children’s Hospice International
(CHI), a non-profit organization
that partnered with United Air-
lines. CHI completes the circle of
care and improves the quality of
life for children with life-altering
illnesses.

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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The multi-agency Fairfax County Domestic Violence Action Center
(DVAC) held its grand opening in October this year in the Historic
Fairfax Courthouse. The center houses county agencies and non-profit
organization partners including Legal Services of Northern Virginia,
Shelter House and Northern Virginia Family Service, and is a place
where individuals can get legal help, court services, advocacy and
crisis intervention in one location.
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Combatting Domestic Violence
From Page 1

domestic violence.”
Four of the seven domestic violence ho-

micides in 2010 involved bystanders, the
2013 report said: people who either heard
direct threats of killing or knew about on-
going violence within the relationship.

On the phone, callers can explain what
they’re seeing and why they suspect it. The
advocate on the other end will then sug-
gest the best way for people to move for-
ward.

“We don’t want to say bystanders should
on their own try to intervene,” Carlini clari-
fied. “It really is a delicate situation and
could be dangerous. A lot of times victims
at highest risk when they try to leave the
abuser. We don’t want someone with all
good intentions to put them at risk.”

Another major resource Carlini highlights
is the Fairfax County Domestic Violence
Action Center (DVAC), which held its grand

opening in October this year in the Historic
Fairfax Courthouse located at 4000 Chain
Bridge Road.

The multi-agency center houses county
agencies and non-profit organization part-
ners including Legal Services of Northern
Virginia, Shelter House and Northern Vir-
ginia Family Service. It’s a one-stop loca-
tion where individuals can get legal help,
court services, advocacy and crisis interven-
tion. To better serve the entire county and
geographic restrictions, some of those ser-
vices are also offered through the South
County Government Center, Carlini said,
located at 8350 Richmond Highway in Al-
exandria. For more information, visit the
Fairfax County Office for Women & Domes-
tic and Sexual Violence Services at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ofw or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/domesticviolence.
The 24/7 domestic violence hotline is 703-
360-7273.

O
fficers responded to the area of
Richmond Highway and Frye
Road around 5:44 p.m. on Thurs-

day, Dec. 1 for a report of a crash involving
a pedestrian. Investigation determined a 52-
year-old man driving a 2005 Mercedes-Benz
ES500 was traveling southbound on Rich-
mond Highway. The driver made a turn onto
westbound Frye Road.

The pedestrian, David D. Baines, 57, of
Alexandria, was crossing Frye Road near the
crosswalk and was struck by the car. Baines
was taken to the hospital with life-threat-
ening injuries. The driver remained on

scene and Crash Reconstruction detectives
assumed the investigation. On Friday, Dec.
2 just before 1 a.m., Baines died from his
injuries. According to police, neither speed
nor alcohol appear to be contributing fac-
tors to the crash. The investigation contin-
ues.

Anyone with information is asked to con-
tact the Fairfax County police at 703-691-
2131 or contact Crime Solvers at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text-a-tip by
texting “TIP187” plus a message to
CRIMES(274637)** or by calling 1-866-
411-TIPS(8477).

Pedestrian Crash Results in Fatality

8241-I Backlick Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079
Licensed & Insured • 703.339.0300  •  Fax: 703.339.0400

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplaces
• Custom Floors
• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Quartz Products
• Residential
   & Commercial

GERELI MARBLE
& GRANITE

Free Sink

End of Year Specials

Visit us at
www.gereli.com

Quartz
Products
Available

Caesarstone
Cambria
Silestone

Sq. Ft.

Measurements &
Installation Included

Only

Choice of 10 Colors
40 Sq. Ft. Min.

Based on
10’x10’ Kitchen

Call for Details • Restrictions Apply
Cabinets

(8 Colors to Choose From)
Granite Countertops

(Up to 35 Sq. Ft.)
4’ Granite Backsplash

Kitchen Sink, Faucet & Disposal
Demolition, Material,

Fabrication & Installation

Based on
5’x7’ Bathroom

Call for Details * Restrictions Apply
Vanity Cabinet

Granite Vanity Top
Tile

(Floor & Bathtub Surround)
Vanity Sink,

Threshold & Faucet
Plumbing, Demolition

 & Installation

Granite

$34.95

$7,889 $5,900

$34.95

Granite $7,889 $5,900
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex/Wessynton $679,900
3301 Wessynton Way

Beautiful Contemporary
Home on one of Wessnyton’s
premiere wooded lots, back-
ing to over 10 acres of pris-
tine forest, teeming w/wildlife
& spectacular views.  Large
kit w/breakfast area, separate
dining rm, beautiful hdwd flrs.
Liv

& Din rms w/fireplace, wall of windows brings outdoors inside - Garage &
Deck -Community boat ramp, swimming pool, & walking trails. Minutes to
Old Town (N) and Ft. Belvoir (S).

Alex/Hollin Hall $604,800
8011 Jackson Road

Beautifully renovated and
expanded rambler w/over
1700+ sq. ft. of stunning
one-level contemporary liv-
ing space. 3BRs, 2.5BAs.
Gourmet kitchen opens to
vaulted Great Room
w/stone fireplace.
Gorgeous owner’s suite.
Beautiful fenced bkyd

w/patio, fire pit, shed. Located in Waynewood Elementary district, &
short walk to Hollin Hall shopping center.

Alex/Sequoyah $162,500
3879 El Camino Place

Lovely, well maintained, 2
bedroom & 1 bath, w/open
floor plan-Large living room
w/raised fireplace & sliding
glass doors to front patio.
Spacious kitchen w/large pan-
try, opens up to living room-
New carpeting installed & new
bathroom vanity.  Master BR

has large walk-in closet – Both bedrooms have sliding glass doors that
open to rear patio-Rear & front patios are fenced w/gates for your con-
venient access. Close to Ft. Belvoir, Old Town Alexandria.

Alex/Riverside Est.$649,900
8425 Mt. Vernon Highway

Beautiful home w/over 4000
fin sq ft & 2 lvl addn plus
600+ sq ft bsmt in lovely
Riverside Estates. Great Rm on
ML w/gas FP & wet bar.
Adjacent Family Rm w/wood
burning FP. An office adjoins
the gorgeous 20’x32’ MBR
addn w/vaulted Douglas Fir
ceiling & skylights.

Library/studio (32’x 12’) on upper lvl addition. Both HVAC systems, HWH
& roof replcd 2011. 1 mile to GW Pkwy. Close to Ft. Belvoir.
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Alex/Kings Landing
Mid to High $500s
3512 Wood Pile Ct

Everyone’s Dream! – A beauti-
fully updated 4BR, 2.5BA
Colonial nestled on a private,
cozy cul-de-sac.  3 Finished lvls –
tons of storage, 6 panel doors &
double pane windows plus a large
2 car garage. Stunning kitchen &
baths w/beautiful granite count-
ers.  Interior family rm

w/fireplace off kitchen & breakfast area w/SGDs to a large deck overlooking a
wonderful backyard.  Great, Great Value!  Call Rex for Sneak Preview!!

Alex/Riverside Estates
$639,900

8522 Wagon wheel Road
Absolute gorgeous 4BR, 3BA expanded
& updated Split on large beautiful lot
w/fenced backyard.  Two 16x14 ft.
additions, Office off the MBR & Sun rm
off the Living rm.  Updates include:
roof, HWH, HVAC, baths, kit (floor,
cabinets, appliances & counters) –
Freshly painted interior & exterior.

Approximately 2900 fin sq ft plus 2 car garage w/new driveway.  5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins
to Old Town, 28 mins to Ntl Airport, 33 mins to Pentagon.  Agents – this property is listed &
offers a 3% C. S. Will activated in MRIS early Feb but can be shown earlier thru appt w/Rex.
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Tuesday, Dec. 6, the Board of Supervisors voted 9-1 in favor of establishing a nine-
member independent police review panel comprised of citizens.

Review Panel Established
From Page 1

tigations or take sworn testimony, and the Ad Hoc
Police Practices Review Commission did not propose
that panel would conduct investigations.

Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon) said he
was similarly frustrated with the limitations like
Hudgins, but said the less than ideal solution still
enables citizens to be engaged.

“The most powerful thing we’re doing today, en-
suring people are heard,” he said. “[That’s the] core
of my support for this.”

The commission also
recommended creating a
Police Auditor office. This
full-time county govern-
ment position with a
small staff would be able
to monitor investigations
and review complaints
concerning the use of
force or police-involved
shootings. The supervi-
sors adopted that recom-
mendation in September
this year and said they
have since begin advertis-
ing for candidates.

“I am proud of how far
we’ve come in imple-
menting recommendations made by the Ad Hoc Com-
mission, and establishing this Panel represents a sig-
nificant milestone,” Bulova said in a statement fol-
lowing the vote.

Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield) was the lone
dissenting vote and has previously voiced his sup-
port for the auditor but not the panel.

“I see it as duplicative in a time when we’ve got
resource issues,” he said. “It makes us the only juris-
diction in Virginia with two review boards.”

The auditor, approved by the Board of Supervisors
on Sept. 20, will review all use of force incidents
that result in serious injury or death, as well as other
citizen complaints about police use of force not re-
sulting in serious injury or death. In addition, the
auditor could engage in policy and practice analy-

sis, as suggested by the Board of Supervisors, County
Executive or Chief of Police.

BY CONTRAST, the civilian review panel would
“review completed police internal administrative in-
vestigations of civilian complaints concerning alle-
gations of abuse of authority and serious miscon-
duct.”

At the Oct. 25 meeting, Cook specified the civilian
review panel would not conduct investigations.

Rather, the panel would
review investigation files
and decide whether the
police’s own review was
“well done, not well done
or needs more work,” Cook
said. If the panel deter-
mines more work is re-
quired, the panel would be
able to send the issue back
to the police.

The fiscal impact of the
panel is up in the air, ac-
cording to the board’s
agenda item. Though the
panel members will be vol-
unteers, they will be sup-
ported by the Auditor’s
staff and the county ex-

pects there to be other undetermined costs of time
from FCPD, the County Attorney’s Office, indepen-
dent counsel and other required materials.

Herrity said he was also critical of “a number of
issues with the implementation and the terrible im-
pact on the morale of our great police department
which keeps us the safest jurisdiction of our size in
the country.” Unlike Hudgins, Herrity said he really
hasn’t heard from the community “that we have a
significant issue here.”

Panel members will be selected by the supervisors
from across all Fairfax County magisterial districts.
Cook said that could take place as early as the spring.

The final version of the board’s action Item will be
posted online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/govern-
ment/board/meetings/2016/dec-6.htm.
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“I’m very proud of Fairfax
County today. It showed
how a community, political
leaders and a highly
engaged police department
can work together to create
more transparency and
accountability.”

— Police Chief Edwin Roessler
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By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

V
irginia is represented by Democrats
in all five statewide offices, has
voted for a Democratic president
three times, yet the Virginia House

of Delegates has 66 Republicans and 34 Demo-
crats.

This week, the U.S. Supreme Court heard
arguments on the legality and constitutional-
ity of the last redistricting of Virginia House of
Delegates’ districts. The court’s decision could
be monumental for all Virginia voters.

If I could fix one thing to make our govern-
ment work better at every level, I would re-
form redistricting. Partisan redistricting abuse
has been around since the beginning of Ameri-
can democracy. The term “gerrymander” origi-
nates from an 1812 attempt to draw districts
favoring Massachusetts Gov. Eldridge Gerry. To
be clear, both parties do it, but in the last two
decades, gerrymandering has become espe-
cially powerful for a few reasons.

First, America is more partisan. Due to mul-
tiple and growing sources of information avail-
able in today’s world, voters are able to self-
select their news sources and are exposed to
fewer alternative perspectives. This has driven
up partisan identification and led to fewer vot-
ers who are willing to split their votes between
political parties.

Second, and more importantly, computer-
enabled mapping software has made it pos-
sible to draw districts that are finely crafted.
When redistricting was done with index cards
shifting precincts days because of ancillary ef-
fects and the need to recalculate and balance
district populations.

Today, computing tech-
nology analyzes data by
census block and in a few
seconds can draw a com-
prehensive set of districts
to elect a predicted num-
ber from a specific politi-
cal party while maximizing
majority-minority districts.

Over the last 30 years,
these political considerations have caused dis-
trict lines to constantly shift. Many areas con-
stantly move between congressmen, senators
and delegates every redistricting
cycle. Changed lines leave people con-
fused about their representatives.
Census level analysis leaves precincts
split requiring local governments to redraw
precinct lines to avoid polling places with
multiple ballots. This costs taxpayers money
and leaves voters confused about their polling
place. Resulting districts are not communities
of interest. The 36th Senate district that I rep-
resent stretches 60 miles across three counties
and two area codes. The 1st Congressional Dis-
trict crosses the 36th District and stretches from
Manassas to near Norfolk. Districts should
minimize jurisdictional splits, use natural geo-
graphical boundaries like rivers and be truly
compact and contiguous.

Together, this creates a series of hyper-parti-
san districts, both Republican and Democratic,
which are so safe in general elections that they
incentivize incumbents to focus on galvaniz-
ing primary voters’ support and not the broader
electorate. This distorts public policy and in-
creases partisanship when it is time to legis-
late.

There are two solutions to this problem. First,

the legislature could give up redistricting
power and transfer it to a bipartisan or non-
partisan commission. Incumbent legislators
should not pick their voters. I have always sup-
ported nonpartisan redistricting and the Vir-
ginia State Senate has passed it several times,
but it always dies in the hyper-gerrymandered
House of Delegates. A legislative solution is
highly unlikely.

The real opportunity to remedy this situa-
tion lies in the courts. Some courts have thrown
out hyper gerrymandered seats using Voting
Rights Act provisions. While valuable, this law

is not a comprehensive tool because
it is limited to preventing racial dis-
crimination and does not address
other problems with partisan redis-

tricting. A Wisconsin federal court recently
used an analysis based on the 1st and 14th

Amendments to invalidate partisan redistrict-
ing by focusing on “wasted votes,” but did not
recommend a remedy.

Courts can often better resolve issues that
legislatures cannot. For example, in 1962, nu-
merous legislatures, including Virginia’s, re-
fused to redraw districts recognizing the boom-
ing suburban populations. The U.S. Supreme
Court required Virginia and other states to
draw districts based on actual population by
adopting the “one man, one vote” rule of the
Baker v. Carr case.

Today, it is similarly time for the courts to
restore democracy to our country and our com-
monwealth. Hopefully, they will use the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates case argued this week
to restore democracy to America.

It is an honor to serve as your state senator.
If you have any feedback, you can always con-
tact me at scott@scottsurovell.org.

Court Should Overturn Partisan Redistricting

Commentary

By Paul Krizek

State Delegate (D-44)

W
ith the holiday season upon us, now
is the time not only to give gener-
ously to your favorite charities, but

also to give wisely and knowingly. As some-
one who works in the nonprofit sector, I know
now is a good time to discuss end-of-year giv-
ing tips. As your delegate to the General As-
sembly, I remind you we have laws governing
how a charity may solicit your support.

It is a good idea for Virginians to research
the charities they support and know that their
donations are being used prudently. I encour-
age everyone to search the Virginia Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS)
database http://cos.va-vdacs.com/cgi-bin/
char_search.cgi and Guidestar.org to learn
more about your favorite charities before mak-
ing any donation.

To be able to solicit contributions in Virginia,
charities are required to register with the
VDACS and to disclose the organization’s lead-
ership, mission, financial statements and any
professional fundraisers they work with. They
also must provide a copy of their governing
documents.

When you are called at home, the solicitor
must make disclosures that include stating af-

firmatively that they are a
“volunteer or paid solici-
tor” and who they are call-
ing on behalf of. You should
ask for the charity’s regis-
tration as well as theirs if
they are a “paid solicitor,”
make a note of the caller’s
name and the per-

centage of the donation that will go
to the charity, whether the donation
is tax deductible, and what charitable
programs it will support.

Unfortunately, some charities will use high-
pressure tactics to solicit donations but fail to
explain how the donation will be used. These
groups tell potential donors that it is “critical”
that they donate “immediately.” Reputable
charities will not use such ‘sky is falling’ tac-
tics.

Here are other good tips to consider when
giving:

❖ Resist pressure to give on the spot, whether
from a telemarketer or door-to-door solicitor,
and beware if they thank you for making a
pledge you don’t remember making. If you feel
uncomfortable, just say, “No, thank you.”

❖ Do not give cash. Donate by check made
payable to the charity or use the charity’s
website to donate by credit card or download

a form and mail it back.
❖ Be wary if the charity fails to provide de-

tailed information about its identity, mission,
finances and how the donation will be used.
Reputable charities will gladly provide the in-
formation requested.

❖ Watch out for charities with names that
sound similar to well-known organizations.

These sound-alike names are in-
tended to confuse donors.

And remember to consider our
many fine local nonprofits serving

our community here in the 44th district like
United Community Ministries (UCM), Good
Shepherd Housing and New Hope Housing,
just to name a few.

As many of you may know, my family and I
are very supportive on giving to the less fortu-
nate; but we always do a thorough research
on the charities we support.

Give to Charities, But Give Wisely

Commentary

The Gazette welcomes views on any
public issue. The deadline for allWrite

material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely edited for libel,

grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:
Letters to the Editor

The Gazette
1606 King St. • Alexandria VA 22314

Call: 703-778-9415.
By e-mail: gazette@connectionnewspapers.com



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  December 8-14, 2016  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

Save 50% - 90% off Retail Prices on Donated 
   • Kitchen & Household Appliances
   • Furniture & Lighting Fixtures
   • Home Renovation & Building Supplies
   • Entertainment Systems & Decorative Items
   • AND MUCH MORE! 

1/31/2017.

ReStore Alexandria: 869 S. Pickett Street  •  ReStore Chantilly: 4311 Walney Road
For store hours or to schedule a donation, visit www.habitatnova.org/shop-restore

Like us on Facebook and watch for weekly deal updates!

Letters

Punish Illegal Dumpers,
Not County Residents
To the Editor:

We’ve never had one of the large
blue recycling bins because we
don’t have additional space be-
yond where we keep our trash bin.
Instead, for the last 20-plus years,
we brought our recycling items to
the large Fairfax County bins be-
hind the Mount Vernon Rec Cen-
ter off Belle View Boulevard and
Fort Hunt Road. And I know there
are lots of county residents who
use of those bins for the same rea-
son as I did, but also to get rid of
large pieces of cardboard and
other recyclables that don’t fit in
in their blue bins.

As of Nov. 30, the county re-
moved the bins, and in their place

put up a large sign noting it was
done because of all the illegal
dumping in and around the bins.

Anyone who frequented the re-
cycling area would always see lots
of illegal dumping of paint cans,
beds, TVs, wood items, regular
trash, broken furniture and so
much more.

While there were signs all
around noting fines for illegal
dumping, it happened all the time
... and I wondered why the county
hadn’t put up security cameras to
watch for violators to enforce the
law. (Section 33.1-346 of the Code
of Virginia makes littering or
dumping trash a Class 1 misde-
meanor, punishable by up to 12
months in jail and/or a fine of up
to $2,500.) I imagine, the fines
would have paid for the costs in-
volved and violators would have
eventually stopped dumping.
What’s the use of having laws if
they’re not enforced?

We’ll all now get our blue bins
— that also cost the county money
— and chalk this up to being one
“rubbish” of a law.

Danny Selnick
Alexandria

BEFORE DEC. 15
U.S. Postal Service Letters from

Santa Program. The U.S. Postal
Service can help with Santa replies to
a child’s letter — complete with a
North Pole postmark. Visit
about.usps.com/holidaynews/letters-
from-santa.htm to learn how a child
can get a letter back from Santa.
“Letters from Santa” must be
received no later than Dec. 15.
Santa’s helpers at the Postal Service
will take care of the rest.

BulletinBoard



10  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  December 8-14, 2016 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Fallon Forbush

The Gazette

W
ashington Redskins starting
quarterback Kirk Cousins
kicked off the “Phones
Down. Touchdown.” safe

driving campaign in McLean to spread
awareness of the dangers and consequences
of using cellphones while driving.

“I’ve made a career out of playing offense
playing quarterback,” Cousins said during
the press conference. “When I’m behind the
wheel, I drive defensively. I don’t text or
look at my phone while driving because it’s
dangerous. No text or phone is worth risk-
ing your life or the lives of others.”

Texting for just five seconds behind the
wheel is like driving blindfolded across an
entire football field, he said.

“If I get sacked in a game, I can get back
up and move onto the next play—for the
most part,” he said. “But when you text and
drive, you might not get back up.”

He encouraged people to apply positive
peer pressure when they see the foul being
committed.

“Speak up and tell them to put the Phones
Down,” he said. “Tell them to wait. If you’re
in the car, don’t let a distracted driver make
an excuse. No matter the call or the text,
it’s not worth it.”

FRIENDS WHO HAVE DIED in car acci-
dents is part of the reason Cousins was will-
ing to be the face of the campaign. His col-
lege teammate and former Michigan State
punter Mike Sadler, 24, died in a car acci-
dent in Wisconsin in July.

“Mike is one of a few people close to
me who have been lost due to a car acci-
dent,” Cousins says. “If we can even save
one life by putting this message out, it’s
a worthwhile message.”

While distracted driving may not have
been the reason for his friend’s fatal ac-
cident, it is a trend among young driv-
ers.

According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, 10 percent
of all drivers 15 to 19 years old involved
in fatal crashes were reported as dis-
tracted at the time of the crashes.

“I’ve been up here for 12 years and at
least 16 troopers in those 12 years have
been struck on the sides of the interstate
in Northern Virginia for drivers that were
distracted by various reasons,” Cpt. Jim
De Ford, commander of the Fairfax Divi-
sion of the Virginia State Police, said
during the press conference. “It is a real
problem and it is one that affects us ev-
ery day.”

“Distracted driving has become an epi-
demic and one too many people are too
willing to accept as the norm, and too
many people are willing to be a part of
the problem rather than be the solution,”
he said. “By the solution I mean ignore
the phone, and that’s even hard for me
to do I’ll admit, but I try to do it.”

If drivers fail to ignore their phones while
driving, De Ford said that he and his offic-
ers will not be ignoring them.

“I can assure you that if a Virginia state
police trooper observes you texting while
driving or determines that your texting
caused a crash, then you will be cited,” he

said.
Fairfax County has not been immune to

the epidemic.
“In 2016 year-to-date, [Fairfax County is]

at 35,000 crashes approximately and 29
percent of those have been attributed to
distracted driving,” Cpt. Bob Blakley, com-

mander of the Fairfax County Police De-
partment Traffic Division, said during
the press conference.

That’s more than 10,000 car acci-
dents so far this year due to distracted
driving, and even more citations.

POLICE OFFICERS have issued more
than 13,000 citations to drivers in the
county for distracted driving, Blakley
said. But Blakley said enforcement
alone is not the answer to the problem.

“It’s a combination of aggressive en-
forcement but more importantly a huge
education and awareness campaign,”
he said. “This is what will truly make
the difference.”

He encouraged the public to take the
time to take the campaign’s pledge at
www.phonedowntouchdown.com and
to talk about their experiences with
texting while driving.

The “Phones Down. Touchdown.”
Campaign is sponsored by Transurban,
which manages and develops toll road
networks in the U.S. and Australia. The
company, which hosted the press con-
ference at its McLean office, operates
the 495 and 95 Express Lanes in North-
ern Virginia.

According to Mike McGurk, a spokes-
person for Transurban, drivers who

share the “Phones Down. Touchdown.”
graphic on social media with the hashtag
#PhoneDownTouchdown will be entered to
win a month of free travel on the Express
Lanes. A new winner will be selected every
week throughout December and January.

Redskins’ quarterback urges region to put phones down while behind the wheel.

Quarterback Promotes ‘Phones Down. Touchdown.’ Initiative

Photo courtesy of the Office of Supervisor Cook

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock
District), right, who is also the chair of
the board’s Public Safety Committee,
took the pledge to commit to keeping
his Phones Down while behind the
wheel. Cook, who attended the press
conference with Kirk Cousins (left) is
the author of the “Slow Down” cam-
paign, which helps alert motorists to
the dangers of speeding.

Raising Over $75,000
The Friends of UCM held its
annual fundraising event, The
Capitol Steps Benefit for UCM,
in the Madison Auditorium at
the U.S. Patent & Trademark
Office and raised more than
$75,000 for children, youth,
and families in need. The D.C.-
based musical political satire
troupe, The Capitol Steps,
performed to a sold-out crowd
of more than 350 community
members on Nov. 13.

Suspect Sought
Detectives are asking for the public’s

assistance in identifying and locating a
suspect in connection with a robbery
that occurred outside the 7-Eleven store
at 8434 Frye Road, on Friday, Nov. 18,
at about 6:30 a.m.

A 58-year-old woman went into the
store and used the ATM to withdraw
cash. She left the store and as she
walked toward Frye Road, a man
grabbed her from behind and threw her
to the ground. A second suspect grabbed
the victim’s wallet and both suspects
fled toward the adjacent apartment
complex. The victim did not require
medical attention.

One suspect has been identified and
arrested. An 18-year-old man from Al-
exandria, was apprehended at his home
on Monday, Nov. 21. He was trans-
ported to the Adult Detention Center
and charged with robbery. The second
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suspect was de-
scribed as 18-26
years old, of un-
known race, about 5
feet 8 inches tall. He
was wearing a red
jacket, with a reflec-
tive vest over it, tan
pants and construc-
tion style boots.

Anyone with in-
formation about this incident is asked to
contact Detective E.L. Carpenter of the
Criminal Investigation Section at the
Mount Vernon District Station at 703-
360-8400, or Crime Solvers
electronically by visiting
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text-a-
tip by texting “TIP187” plus a message
to CRIMES(274637) or by calling 1-866-
411-TIPS(8477), or call Fairfax County
Police at 703-691-2131.

Viewpoints Do you think the campaign will make us safer?
Del. Marcus Simon
(D-53)

“I think that having a nice
and easy-to-remember catch
phrase will keep it front of
mind. Having a celebrity
will get the kids involved.
My son will catch me
looking at my phone [while
driving] and it’s not safe.”

Cpt. Jim De Ford, commander of the
Fairfax Division of the Virginia State Police

“You don’t have to wear a uniform to see the dangers and
too often deadly consequences of distracted driving on the
highway, but we see it every day … This is caused by
people who fail to do their jobs when they’re on the
highway and that’s just simply driving a car while they’re
behind the wheel … the Virginia State Police proudly
supports this traffic safety initiative … This is a pledge to do
the right thing.”

Cpt. Bob Blakley, commander of the
Fairfax County Police Department
Traffic Division

“The problem is growing … so we definitely need
help from everybody to get it under control … Year to
date, we have issued more than 13,000 citations for
failing to pay full time and attention which includes
texting while driving in Fairfax County … But
enforcement’s not the answer to the problem. It’s a
combination of aggressive enforcement but more
importantly a huge education and awareness cam-
paign. This is what will truly make the difference.”
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BOOKS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN ● FIND GIFTS AND EVENTS

FOR EVERYONE IN OUR RECENTLY EXPANDED STORE

Little Theatre of Alexandria

600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

SHOW DATES:
December 2-17, 2016

Ring in the holiday
season with a return of the
classic by Charles Dickens

complete with special
effects, Victorian carols,

and Tiny Tim, A must
for the entire family!

Exp. 12/31/16

Opinion

By Caroline Woodson

Chantilly High School

A
s the holiday spirit begins to fill the air
and everyone’s hearts, Mount Vernon High
School spread it to their stage in their clas
sic rendition of “A Christmas Carol.”

“A Christmas Carol,” by Charles Dickens, is a tra-
ditional novella published in 1843. Instantly after
being published, this book received both love and
criticism. Nonetheless, this story is still very popular
and for that reason it has never been out of print.
Many variations have been made of this tale in the
form of plays, movies, operas, and other media. The

storyline follows old, irascible Ebenezer
Scrooge as visits from a myriad of ghosts
give him the chance to go back through
his bittersweet past, examine his dreary
present, and look to his forlorn future.

From the start of the show, the audience was en-
veloped in the production due to the inventive use
of the aisles. Throughout the play, a multitude of
characters manipulated the aisles to become streets
on their walk home or to simply further the storyline
in the case of the narrator. This aspect kept the audi-
ence enthralled in the production and added to the
rigor of the actors’ parts.

Being the leading man of his dismal life, Ebenezer
Scrooge had an extensive amount of stage time and
a generous number of lines. Samuel Zarek, playing
the cantankerous old man, tackled this arduous chal-
lenge wonderfully. Throughout the entire show, he
never so much as stumbled upon the slightly abstruse,

venerable language, nor did he forget a single word.
Moreover, he managed to sustain remarkable diction
and excellent volume all through the production.

Another impressive factor of this show was that
the students utilized their stage time, no matter how
limited, to its upmost potential. A great example of
this was the Fezziwigs. These two employed the en-
tirety of the stage with their enormous physical com-
edy and vivacious character choices. Mr. and Mrs.
Fezziwig, played by Ttendo Williams and Sydney Osei
Tutu, brought laughter into the throats of the audi-
ence and smiles onto their faces, providing this
slightly bleak tale with well-needed buoyancy.

Technically, this show was also intriguing. Although
minimal, the set fit the show very well and allowed
the actors to manipulate it in whatever way they
wanted. The set also allowed for the duality of set
pieces, enabling them to have meaning in several
locations. Another technical aspect that enhanced this
show was the make-up. From the start of the show,
this element was tastefully visible, starting with
Scrooge’s age make-up. Looking onto the stage from
a distance and at him in close proximity when he
wandered through the aisles, this make-up was im-
peccably done and really added to Scrooge’s charac-
ter. Furthermore, the make-up of the series of ghosts
was also impressive with their unearthly, gorgeous
highlights and gloss.

Overall, Mount Vernon High School brought the
Christmas spirit to their audience and reminded ev-
eryone that life isn’t about the quest for money or
possessions but about rejoicing in the things they
already have.

‘A Christmas Carol’ at MVHS

Cappies

Review

The Fairfax County Park Authority will extend
its farmers market season at McCutcheon/Mount
Vernon Farmers Market. The McCutcheon/Mount
Vernon Farmers Market will be open Wednesdays
until Dec. 14.

Customers can preorder fresh produce, meats,
cheese, pies and eggs for the holidays, or stop by
for fresh produce, bread and honey. Rolling into
markets right now are winter squash, greens,
apples, potatoes, mix and match greens, carrots
and more.

Additionally, customers can stock up on gifts
such as honey and lip balm made from beeswax,
and jams.

For a Produce Guide of harvest times
visit:www.vdacs.virginia.gov/vagrown/pdf/
producechart.pdf.

For more information, including locations, di-
rections and a list of vendors at each market go
towww.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
or contact the Community Horticulture Office at
703-642-0128.

Season Extended for Farmers Market

From left:
Keeley Bryant,
Laura
Schmechel,
Zev Knudsen,
Catherine
Martinez, and
Rron Salihu

Photo from

Areeba Hamid and

Mauro Gomez
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Wellbeing

By Marilyn Campbell

A
s Bridget O’Brien took inventory of her liquor
supply recently, she checked off vanilla rum,
white chocolate liqueur, peppermint

schnapps, Champagne and Crème de cassis. These
fanciful ingredients would be the key ingredients of
the signature drinks — candy cane cocktails and kir
royale — that guests had come to expect at her
family’s annual Christmas caroling
party. This year, however, there
was a new item on her checklist:
keeping a close eye on her 13-year-
old daughter, 16-year-old son and
their friends, who would be among
the guests at the family-friendly af-
fair.

“The party begins at our house
and we stroll to the end of the
street singing carols,” said O’Brien.
“There are so many people that it
would be easy for kids to wander
off back to the house where they’d
be alone with the alcohol. They’re
starting to want more indepen-
dence now, so we naturally lose
some of the control that we had when they were
younger.”

A recent study from the Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Administration shows that in-
creased access to alcoholic beverages for underage
drinkers, combined with less oversight from dis-
tracted adults and mixed messages from parents may
fuel surges in underage drinking during the holidays.

“A lot of parents would be surprised that their child
would drink, but there are a lot of ways for children
to get alcohol,” said Allen Lomax, executive director
of the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Al-
exandria. “It’s easy for them to get alcohol from their
parents’ home if it’s not locked up. You have to con-
stantly monitor parties in your home when teens are
there because there’s a good chance that someone,
even if it’s not your own child, could have alcohol.”

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, underage drinkers are responsible for
between 10 and 20 percent of all alcohol consumed.
They also make up the highest percentage of im-
paired drivers, and during the holiday season, two
to three times more people die in alcohol-related
crashes than they do during the rest of the year. In
fact, 40 percent of traffic fatalities during this pe-
riod involve a driver who is under the influence of
alcohol. As a result, child safety advocates encour-
age parents to have frequent conversations with their
children about alcohol.

“It is best to start the conversation … long before
the child might be in a situation where they partake
in underage drinking,” said Linda R. Cote-Reilly,
Ph.D., a developmental psychologist, certified fam-
ily life educator and professor at Marymount Uni-
versity in Arlington. It’s not that different from con-
versations about sexual activity. One big difference,
though, is that the child will have observed his or
her own parents’ alcohol use, so parents should be
prepared to … answer pointed questions.”

In fact, personal experiences, even those that are
unpleasant, can be teachable moments and should
not be avoided or sugarcoated, said Cote-Reilly. In-
form older children of any family history of alcohol-
ism or alcohol abuse. “Some children will have an

alcoholic in the family, and parents should always
address that situation honestly and in child appro-
priate language. For example, a child might say, ‘Why
did Uncle Jim fall asleep during Thanksgiving din-
ner?’ and the parent could respond, ‘Because he
drank too much alcohol.’”

Because alcohol is a legal substance that children
often observe adults consuming, and that they them-
selves might legally consume themselves later in life,
the issue can be confusing.

Cote-Reilly advises parents to start by mulling over
their own views on alcohol. “Parents values will vary,”
she said. “If the child is an older adolescent, parents

can explain why they made the
choices they did, for example, to be
a teetotaler, regular drinker or some-
where in between.”

While parents want to curb under-
age drinking to keep their high
school children safe and avoid legal
penalties, rather than simply ban-
ning alcohol, parents “need to lay
the groundwork for their children to
consume alcohol responsibly in
early adulthood,” said Amy L. Best,
Ph.D., professor and chair, Depart-
ment of Sociology and Anthropol-
ogy, George Mason University. This
is especially important for students
transitioning to college, where binge

drinking is more common.
Engaging in a straightforward discussion that is

void of mandates and hard-lined rules is the most
effective approach in getting children to be recep-
tive, advised Best.

“Research suggests that when parents focus on
rules and discipline, adolescents tend to be more
likely to engage in surreptitious drinking and suc-
cumb to peer pressure,” agreed Shannon N. Davis,
Ph.D., associate professor of sociology at George
Mason University. In fact, parents who talk to their
adolescents about drinking as something that is for-
bidden might actually enhancing its desirability. In-
stead, [discuss it] as something that in moderation
is part of adult life.

“Children often harbor ideas about alcohol that are
downright wrong,” said Best. “Sometimes this means
parents just listen and then can share their own ob-
servations, as well as the strategies they used to navi-
gate the complex world of adolescent and adult
drinking.”

Ask a child to research the consequences of un-
derage drinking, both legal and safety, and review
that list with your child. Develop a family position
on alcohol consumption, set clear boundaries and
ask your child to commit to those standards. Decide
on consequences for breaking the commitment and
make sure children understand those repercussions.

“It is important that teens have the means to forge
a sense of self that is separate from their parents,”
said Best. “That is the fundamental developmental
project of adolescence. When teens have productive
means to forge a sense of self independent of
parent(s), alcohol holds less appeal.”

One overarching factor that affects not only un-
derage drinking, but other adolescent temptations
is the process of developing a healthy sense of self-
worth. “Parents want to ensure that their adolescents
have high levels of self-esteem that allow them to
feel comfortable saying ‘no’ to any circumstance
where they are uncomfortable or pressured by their
friends,” said Davis. “Reminding adolescents that it
is OK to be different is a hard thing, and it is a hard
thing for the adolescents to hear.”

Preventing Underage Drinking
Experts suggest holding
honest conversations.

The holidays and the re-
sulting increase in celebra-
tions and parties create
opportunities for underage
drinking.
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VARIETY
STORE

Est. 1958

Experience
the Nostalgia
of an old-time

Five & Dime Store

“If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”

Hollin Hall
Shopping Center

7902 Fort Hunt Rd.,
Alexandria, VA 22308

703-765-4110
hhvs@vacoxmail.com

703-490-5888 • www.CavalloDentistry.com
12502 Lake Ridge Dr., Suite A, Lake Ridge, VA 22192

Cosmetic, Implant & Restoration Dentistry

JOSEPH P. CAVALLO, DDS

703-493-1203

Studies show a link between
oral health and systemic diseases.

How healthy are you?

Practices with a
conscientious and

conservative approach

Call today for a Free Consultation
with Xrays to explore

your options to better health!

Welcoming new patients, call today!
Senior Citizens discount, always!

Complementary Consultation, Oral Cancer Screening,
Comprehensive Exam (reg. 368.00)

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Sponsors Needed. Britepaths Family

Sponsoring. Fairfax-based non-profit
Britepaths (formerly Our Daily
Bread) is seeking community
members to sponsor families in need
who live throughout the Fairfax
County area. Sponsors are matched
with an individual or family with
demonstrated need, and may opt to
provide a Thanksgiving meal,
December holiday meal, and/or gifts
for children under 18. Cash
donations and gift cards are welcome
to assist those who are not
sponsored. Britepaths is expecting to
have 3,000 households on its
assistance list. A great family,
company or group holiday service
project. Register and learn more at
http://britepaths.org. Contact 703-
273-8829 or hpassist@britepaths.org.

SECOND WEDNESDAYS
Art Making as Meditation. 7-8:30

p.m. St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road. Art making as
meditation can be an active form of
contemplative practice. Each session
begins with a short reading and a
brief introduction to materials.
Silence for making and meditation
lasts an hour followed by sharing
images or insights gained through the
process, if desired. Children able to
participate in silence are welcome to
come with a parent’s quiet
supervision. RSVP not necessary for
attendance, but helpful for planning
purposes. Call 703-360-4220, email
info@centerforspiritualdeepening.org
or visit www.staidansepiscopal.com/
Center-for-Spiritual-Deepening.

THURSDAY/DEC. 8
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital’s

New ER Featured at Business

Breakfast. 8-9:30 a.m at Belle
Haven Country Club, 6023 Fort Hunt
Road. Deborah Addo, President and
CEO of IMVH will highlight all the
new amenities at this hospital. $25
for Chamber members and $35 for
non-Chamber. www.MtVernon-
LeeChamber.org or call 703-360-
6925.

 Saturday/Dec. 10
Supervisor Dan Storck holds open

office hours at the Lorton Library (9-
11:30 a.m.) and at the Mount Vernon
Governmental Center office (12:30-3
p.m.) on the second Saturday of each
month (except August). Call 703-
780-7518 for a 15-20 minute
appointment, which could result in a
longer subsequent meeting during
the work week, if needed. He may
meet with walk-ins as time permits
between appointments.

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY/DEC. 14-15
Draft Action Plans for the

Chesapeake Bay, Sediment,
Polychlorinated Biphenyl
(PCB), and Bacteria Total
Maximum Daily Loads. 6-8 p.m
at Fairfax County Government
Center, Conference Rooms 4 & 5 on
Wednesday, and Conference Rooms 2
& 3 on Thursday,12000 Government
Center Pkwy. The draft plans will be
presented at two public meetings to
present the County’s Draft Sediment,
PCB, and Bacteria TMDL Action
Plans. SWPDMail@FairfaxCounty.gov
or 703-324- 5500

SUNDAY/JAN. 8
School Open House. 2-4 p.m. at

Burgundy Farm Country Day School,
3700 Burgundy Road, Alexandria.
School serves pre-kindergarten to 8th
grade. Call 703-329-6968 to RSVP or
schedule a personal tour. Visit
www.burgundyfarm.org for more.

Email announcements to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Include date, time,
location, description and contact for event: phone, email and/or website. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

Bulletin Board
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Providing the BEST Quality
Kitchens ★ Bathrooms ★ Cabinets

Marble ★ Granite ★ Quartz Products
Countertops ★ Custom Floors

Fireplaces ★ Tile ★ Vanity Tops

QUARTZ PRODUCTS AVAILABLE
Cambria • MSI Q • Sile Stone • Hanstone • Quartz Master

Providing the BEST Quality
Kitchens ★ Bathrooms ★ Cabinets

Marble ★ Granite ★ Quartz Products
Countertops ★ Custom Floors

Fireplaces ★ Tile ★ Vanity Tops

7700-B Backlick Road, Springfield, VA 22150
703-337-2020 • www.bestkitchenandbath.us

info@bestkitchenandbath.us

GRANITE
SPECIAL

703 337 2020
Best Kitchen & Bath

Only $29.99
square foot

Choice of 8 colors
with Min 40 Sq.

$7,889
Based On 10’x10’

Kitchen

WINTER SPECIALS

Call For Details • Restrictions Apply

Cabinets
(8 Colors To Choose from)

Granite Countertops
(Up To 35 Sq. Ft.)

4’ Granite Backsplash
Kitchen Sink, Faucet

& Disposal
Demolition, Material,

Fabrication & Installation

$5,900
Based On 5’x7’

Bathroom
Call For Details • Restrictions Apply

Vanity Cabinet
Granite Vanity Top

Tile
(Floor & Bathtub Suround)

Vanity Sink, Threshold
& Faucet, Plumbing,

Demolition &
Installation

FREE
ESTIMATE

Free Sink
and Faucet

KITCHEN & BATHKITCHEN & BATH

Licensed Insured

Adopt Carla & Sharla Together! 

Carla Sharla

Bonded six-month-old sister tabbies, come 

with shots, spay and fortunate dispositions! 

Animal 
Allies

United Way #8747 
CFC #63795 

Apply to adopt Carla and Sharla at
www.animalallies.com

Questions? Call Lillie Suthard (703) 921-3199

J
ane Gandee, owner of ServiceMaster
Restore on Fordson Road, was re-
cently selected as the 2017 chairman

of Mount Vernon Lee Chamber of Com-
merce.

Gandee and her husband have owned and
operated the ServiceMaster franchise for the
past 30 years. She is also on the board of
directors for The Salvation Army Alexan-
dria Citadel and Rising Hope Mission
Church.

Joining her on the chamber’s executive
committee will be President Scott Stroh III,
executive director of Gunston Hall; Vice
President Sonja Caison, owner of The Clean-
ing Authority; Board Secretary Paul
Gaymon, The Gaymon Law Firm; and Trea-
surer Christopher S. Reddick, The National
Capital Bank.

Recently elected to the board of directors
were Dr. D.R. Butler, Mount Vernon Rotary
Club; Debbie Farson, HomeWise Referrals
Inc.; Jason Hunt, Roy Rogers Restaurants;
Stanley Koussis, Andrews Federal Credit
Union; and Josh Toth, Burke & Herbert
Bank.

Selected to fill unexpired terms on the
Board were Cindy Hurrle, Mount Vernon
Country Club, and Mark Murray, Fort
Belvoir Swim Team.

New officers and board members will be
installed at the Holiday Biz Awards Celebra-
tion on Dec. 16 and begin their terms of
service on Jan. 1, 2017.

 Mount Vernon Lee Chamber of Com-
merce provides business and community
leadership in eastern Fairfax County and
works to promote economic growth.

Gandee To Lead Chamber

More Than 12,000
Pounds of Food
The Cub Scouts of Pack 658, from
Belle View Elementary School,
participated in the annual Scout-
ing for Food drive on Saturday,
Nov. 12, at the United Community
Ministries (UCM) in Mount
Vernon. UCM estimates a record-
breaking collection this year totaling more than 12,000 pounds
donated, collected, sorted and packed all in one day by Boy Scouts
and community volunteers. Cub Scout Steve Guch, at right, liked the
idea of helping others in his community.

Photos Contributed

News

Photo

Contributed

New Chamber
officers are, seated
left, Sonja Caison,
vice president and
Jane Gandee, chair-
man; standing left,
Chris Reddick,
treasurer; Paul
Gaymon, secretary,
and Scott Stroh III,
president.



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  December 8-14, 2016  ❖  15www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Holiday Entertainment

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

Fairfax-based non-profit Britepaths
(formerly Our Daily Bread) is seeking
community members to sponsor
families in need who live throughout
the Fairfax County area. Sponsors are
matched with an individual or family
with demonstrated need, and may
opt to provide a Thanksgiving meal,
December holiday meal, and/or gifts
for children under 18. Cash
donations and gift cards are welcome
to assist those who are not
sponsored. Britepaths is expecting to
have 3,000 households on its
assistance list. A great family,
company or group holiday service
project. Register and learn more at:
britepaths.org. Contact 703-273-8829
or hpassist@britepaths.org.

Volunteer Alexandria is looking for
volunteers to host a Thanksgiving
or Christmas food drive, donate
a food basket for a single adult or
family and donate grocery stores gift
cards. www.volunteeralexandria.org/

THROUGH DEC. 24
West Potomac High School

Athletic Boosters Christmas
Tree Sale. Saturday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and
weeknights from 5-8 p.m. next to
Sandburg Middle School, 8428 Fort
Hunt Road. 703-360-1048

THROUGH DEC. 31
116 King Holiday Pop-Up. At 116

King St. The shop will feature 28
upscale fashion and lifestyle brands,
including 13 brands under the
umbrella of The Skinny Dip, a
fashion collective founded by Sara
Rossi and Taylor Ivey, as well as 15
additional brands with products
ranging from women’s apparel and
jewelry to men’s clothing, children’s
items and other gifts. Sponsored by
the Alexandria Economic
Development Partnership.
www.116king.com

THROUGH DEC. 14
Community Toy Drive. Toys, games,

and books for children 0-12 years are
needed and can be dropped off at
Volunteer Alexandria, Recreation
Centers, libraries, and other places.
This effort is sponsored by Volunteer
Alexandria and DCHS with the
support of COPS.
www.VolunteerAlexandria.org or
703-836-2176

THROUGH DEC. 17
Holiday Community Toy Drive.

Volunteers will be needed to deliver
and pick-up toy bins from various
locations. Volunteers will be needed
on Friday evening, Dec. 16 and
Saturday, Dec. 17, to unload, sort,
and inventory toys. Spanish speakers
encouraged.
www.volunteeralexandria.org/

The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s
“A Christmas Carol”. Various
times at The Little Theatre of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St. Return of
the classic by Charles Dickens.
Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly
Victorian humbug, travels with
ghostly guides through Christmas
past, present, and future to find the
true meaning of the holidays.
Complete with special effects,
Victorian carols, and Tiny Tim. 703-
683-0496 www.thelittletheatre.com

THROUGH DEC. 9
Toys for Tots. At Sheehy Honda, 2434

Richmond Highway. Collecting new,
unwrapped toys as part of the
company’s annual Sheehy Cares Toy
Collection to benefit the U.S. Marine
Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program.

THROUGH JAN. 6
Mount Vernon Holiday Tours. 9

a.m.-4 p.m. at 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway. Tour the Mansion, watch
historic chocolate-making
demonstrations, and meet Aladdin
the Camel. Join daily “Camel Talks”
and learn more about the rare
animals at George Washington’s
home during the holiday season.
Hear from costumed friends and
family of the Washingtons tell stories
of Christmas traditions of the past.
Mount Vernon is open every day of
the year, including Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day. 703-799-5203
or www.mountvernon.org. Adults
$17, ages 6-11, $9, ages 5 and under
free.

Holiday Ornament Making. 9 a.m.-4
p.m. at 3200 Mount Vernon Hwy. On
select weekends, make a Mount
Vernon holiday wooden ornament.
For children ages 5-10, accompanied
by an adult. Included in admission.

Supplies limited. Adults $17, ages 6-
11, $9, ages 5 and under free.

THURSDAY/DEC. 8
The Dan Band. 7:30 p.m. at The

Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Holiday Show www.Birchmere.com

FRIDAY/DEC. 9
The Honky Tonk Holiday Show.

7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. Bill Kirchen &
Too Much Fun and special guest
Commander Cody
www.Birchmere.com

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/DEC. 9-11
Del Ray Artisans’ Holiday Market.

6-9 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, at Del Ray Artisans
gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Handmade fine arts and crafts from
local artists. Different artists each
weekend. DelRayArtisans.org/event/
holiday-market-2016

SATURDAY/DEC. 10
Natural Holiday Ornaments

Workshop. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Class by horticulturist and

Green Spring decorating veteran
Nancy Olney and her team of
volunteers will share crafting skills.
$38/person. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes using code 2904831101 or
call 703-642-5173. For ages 16-
Adult.

Deck the Halls with Santa. 10 a.m.-
noon at Norton Hall St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church 228 S Pitt St. An
afternoon filled with arts and crafts,
musical entertainment, and a visit
from
Santa.www.campagnacenter.org/

TC Williams Choir Community
Caroling. 10:30 a.m. at Greenstreet
Gardens at Braddock and King
Streets before caroling in Alexandria
neighborhoods for its annual
fundraising effort. 703-824-6800

Winter Solstice Workshop. 1-2 p.m.
at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn how people in
the past celebrated the winter solstice
and create an evergreen centerpiece,
complete with beeswax candle.
Children must be accompanied by a
registered adult. $10/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes using code 2904815001 or
call 703-642-5173. For ages 5-Adult.

Holiday Choral Concert. 3 p.m. at
Washington Lee High School, 1301
N. Stafford St. The Encore Chorales
of Langston Brown, Alexandria,
Potomac Arts Academy and Goodwin
House Bailey’s Crossroads invite the
community to a free Holiday Choral
Concert. For more information, visit
encorecreativity.org, call 301-261-
5747 or email
info@encorecreativity.org.

Civil War Christmas in Camp. noon-
4 p.m. at Fort Ward Museum and
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock
Road. Learn how Christmas was
observed during the Civil War. $2
suggested donation per person; $5
per family. 703-746-4848 or
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward

Friendship Firehouse Ornament
Decorating Workshop. 1:30-3:30
p.m. at Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St. Decorate
and take home ornaments inspired by
firefighting. For children ages 4-10,
and their caregivers. No registration
required. 703-746-4994 or
www.alexandriava.gov/
friendshipfirehouse

Kwanzaa How -To Workshop. 11
a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Alexandria Black
History Museum, 902 Wythe St. This
interactive workshop will present
information about Kwanzaa and how
to do it. 703-746-4356

Historic Alexandria Candlelight
Tours. 4-9 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Travel
through centuries of local history as
you learn more about Alexandria
during the holiday season at Carlyle
House, Gadsby’s Tavern Museum and
the Lee-Fendall House. $25 adults;
$20 seniors (65 years and older) and
active military; $5 children (ages 6-
17). 703-746-4242
shop.alexandriava.gov

Annual Holiday Door Decorating
Judging. Members of the Old Town
Walled Garden Club will be strolling
down the streets of the Old and
Historic District identifying the most
striking door decorations, and
choosing the winners of the 49th
Annual Holiday Door Decorating
Contest. The first, second, and third
place winners will be awarded
generous prizes, and photographs of
the winning doors will be published.
OTWGClub@gmail.com.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/DEC. 10-11
Mount Vernon By Candlelight. 8

p.m. at 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway. Character-guided tours of
the first and second floors of the
Mansion, 18th-century dancing and

fireside caroling. Learn more about
holiday traditions in 18th-century
Virginia. Rain or shine. $24 adult;
$16 youth (ages 2-11). 703-799-5203
or www.mountvernon.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 11
Floral Workshop: Williamsburg

Centerpiece. 2-3:30 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Florist Chuck Mason will teach
how to make a Williamsburg-style
Christmas centerpiece complete with
greens, fruit, and dried material. $38
for the program plus $25 supply fee.
Register online for the program at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes using code 2904302901
and also register for the supply fee
using code 2904302902 or call 703-
642-5173. For ages 16-Adult.

Wreath-Making Classes. 10 a.m. and
2 p.m. at 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway. Work with one of Mount
Vernon’s horticulturists to decorate a
wreath with dried botanicals
representative of plants grown on the
estate. For ages 16 and older. $35
(includes general admission). Cost
includes supplies. 703-799-5203 or
www.mountvernon.org.

Family Gift Distribution. Volunteers
are needed to check-in sponsors,
organize bundles of gifts, check-out
families, and provide transportation
for families if needed. Spanish
speakers encouraged.
www.volunteeralexandria.org/

Colonial Handbell Ringers
Concert. 2 and 4 p.m. at 201 S.
Washington St. The Colonial
Handbell Ringers, 10 “ringers,” in
period costume, will be playing a full
five-octave set of 80 handbells.
Audience participation in the sing-a-
long encouraged. 703-746-4994 or
www.colonialringers.com

Holiday Fun Brunch with Santa. 4-
5:30 p.m. at Union Street Public
House · 121 South Union St. Enjoy
complimentary Christmas cookies,
seasonal treats, soft drinks, coffee
and tea.

26th Annual Christmas Reading. 7-
8:30 p.m. at Old Presbyterian
Meeting House, 323 So. Fairfax St.
26th Annual Christmas Reading &
Carols program is a salon-style
holiday entertainment featuring the
writings of famous and obscure
authors and poets. Sacred and
secular; touching and funny.
pbea@phbpa.com 202-607-6415
www.opmh.org

DEC. 12-16
Early Childhood Holiday Store at

418 S. Washington St. Volunteers are
needed to help set up and staff the
holiday store.
www.volunteeralexandria.org/

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 14
Holiday Open House. At Alexandria

Library, Duncan Branch, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Enjoy the music
of the Irish Breakfast Band at the
Duncan Open House and enjoy light
hor d’oeuvres, fellowship with
neighbors, and children programs for
a celebration of the holiday season.
703-746-1781.

T.C. Williams Choir Winter
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at T.C. Williams
High School auditorium, 3330 King
St, 703-824-6800

Give A Can, Get A Can. Pizzeria
Paradiso, 124 King St. Bring a can of
food and receive a free can of beer in
return. The menu of beer options
available includes DC Brau Public,
New Belgium Fat Tire, Jack’s Hard
Cider and more. 703-837-1245

THURSDAY/DEC. 15
Merry Membership edition of

Business After Hours. 5:30-7

Door Decor
The Old Town Walled Garden Club will be doing the
Annual Holiday Door Decorating Judging on Saturday,
Dec. 10, strolling down the streets of the Old and Historic
District identifying the most striking door decorations,
and choosing the winners. The first, second, and third
place winners will be awarded prizes, and photographs of
the winning doors will be published.
OTWGClub@gmail.com.

Photo Contributed
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Chef Richard Euripides slowly layers his lasagna with
Zerega noodles, marinara, shredded provolone and meat.
When he is finished, it will have five layers and nearly
spill out of the pan.

Holiday Entertainment

By Shirley Ruhe

R
ichard Euripides, chef at
the Royal Restau-rant on
N. Asaph Street, has

boiled two packages of ribbed
Zerega lasagna noodles for a cus-
tomer favorite. “I boiled them
slowly for 30 minutes because I’ve
found if you cook them slowly, the
noodles don’t stick.” Euripides
spreads a thin layer of marinara
sauce in the bottom of a large,
heavy aluminum pan. “We make
everything homemade here. This
pan will make enough to cut 20
squares of lasagna,” he adds.

He has made the
marinara sauce. “I
sauté chopped celery,
green pepper and
crushed garlic.” He

pinches his fingers together. “Then
I add diced tomatoes and tomato
sauce and simmer the sauce for
two hours. I make marinara sauce
every day and spaghetti sauce and
alfredo.”

Finally he adds salt and pepper
and Italian seasoning. He fits the
first layer of cooked lasagna
noodles into the pan over the
marinara sauce. Another layer of
marinara is topped with shredded
provolone. He repeats the layers,
and then adds the first layer of
meat. When the lasagna is finished
it will have five layers and nearly
spill out the top of the pan. “I like
to put on a lot of cheese; it makes
the lasagna rich.”

Euripides says his favorite ver-
sion of lasagna is Florentine. He
says the Bar Association and the
American Legion always order this
version. “I squeeze the water out
of the spinach and sauté it in olive
oil. The spinach is mixed with feta
cheese.” Again many layers of
noodles, spinach and cheese. He
adds some shredded carrots for
color and tops with a layer of
ricotta mixed with cottage cheese
and a sprinkle of cinnamon.

Euripides peers into a container

of the soup of the day. “Today it is
cream of broccoli. Yesterday it was
cream of potato and tomorrow it
will be clam chowder. We’ve had
beef stew on Mondays for the last
100 years. Tuesday used to be
Greek day.” He says on weekends
they have a big buffet brunch with
a crowd out the front door. “I make
two gallons of my homemade salsa
every weekend.” He heads for the
refrigerator and juggles around
25-pound bags of panko crumbs
to pull out a sample. “All gone.
People say I should make it com-
mercially.”

“It is a long story how I became
a cook. I have been here at Royal
since 1974. I lived in Cyprus where
I worked in a bank. Then we had
a war.” He says, “I became a refu-
gee. I came here with $100 in my
pocket.” His brother, Charlie, who
owns the restaurant, was already
here. “My mother was a good cook
at home in Cyprus, and I liked to
cook so I came here and started
cooking. I remember the first time
I made my mother’s meatball

Meet Chef Euripides
At the Royal Restaurant,
a community institution since 1904.

In the

Kitchen

Photos by Shirley Ruhe

Chef Richard Euripides says
he came over from Cyprus
as a refuge when they had
a war. He has been cooking
at the Royal Restaurant
since 1974.

See In the Kitchen,  Page 20
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p.m. at Cedar Knoll, 9030 Lucia Lane.
Network with other business
professionals while celebrating the
holidays and ring out the year with
the Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce. Holiday refreshments and
appetizers provided by Cedar Knoll.
$20 early bird member rate, $40 non-
member rate.
sbolouri@alexchamber.com

FRIDAY/DEC. 16
Holiday Choral Concert. 7:30 p.m.

at Encore Chorale. 1801 Quaker
Lane. The programs, co-conducted by
Jeanne Kelly and Jeffrey Dokken, will
feature holiday and seasonal
pieces.encorecreativity.org or 301-
261-5747

Holiday Fun Brunch with Santa. 4-
5:30 p.m. at Union Street Public
House, 121 South Union St. Enjoy
complimentary Christmas cookies,
seasonal treats, soft drinks, coffee
and tea.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/DEC. 16-17
Christmas Illuminations. 5:30-9

p.m. at 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway. Fireworks choreographed
to holiday music, with fireworks
beginning around 9 p.m. Tour the
estate while listening to local choirs,
visit with re-enactors from the First
Virginia Regiment in winter
encampment, and learn 18th-century
dance moves from costumed guides
in the Greenhouse. “George and
Martha Washington” will also be on
site. Colonial artisans demonstrate
the 18th-century process of creating
chocolate. Warm up by a bonfire,
visiting the blacksmith shop, or enjoy
some hot chocolate or cider.
Additional food will be available for
purchase. Christmas Illuminations
takes place rain or shine. $34 adult/

$24 youth with Mansion tour. $30
adult/$20 youth without Mansion
tour. 703-799-5203 or
www.mountvernon.org.

Live Nativity Scene 6:30-9 p.m. at
Virginia Hills Baptist Church, 6507
Telegraph Road. Take a trip back to
Bethlehem to visit Mary, Joseph, the
Inn, the shepherds, angels and kings,
welcome the baby Jesus and prepare
for the upcoming Christmas
celebration. Hot chocolate available.
Donations accepted.
Virginiahillsbaptist.com

Toy Sorting Help Needed.
Volunteers are needed to deliver and
pick up bins, sort, count, and

organize toys on Friday evening 6-9
p.m. www.VolunteerAlexandria.org

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/DEC. 16-18
Del Ray Artisans’ Holiday Market.

6-9 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday at Del Ray Artisans
gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Handmade fine arts and crafts from
local artists. Different artists each
weekend. DelRayArtisans.org/event/
holiday-market-2016

SATURDAY/DEC. 17
Holiday Gift Wrapping. Volunteers

are needed to wrap gifts at Barnes &
Noble Potomac Yard, at 3651
Jefferson Davis Hwy. and collect
donations.
www.volunteeralexandria.org/

Friendship Firehouse Ornament
Decorating Workshop. 1:30-3:30
p.m. at Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St. Decorate
and take home ornaments inspired by
firefighting. For children ages 4-10,
and their caregivers. No registration
required. 703-746-4994 or
www.alexandriava.gov/
friendshipfirehouse

Downton Abbey Christmas Tea.
noon-3 p.m. at the Lee-Fendall

House, 614 Oronoco St. Discuss the
series while enjoying a traditional
tea, then a private tour of the house
showing the surprising connections
between the people and places of
Downton Abbey and those of the Lee-
Fendall House.
www.leefendallhouse.org, 703-548-
1789.

Holiday Ice Show. 11:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m. at Mount Vernon RECenter,
2017 Belle View Blvd. This annual
show features group routines
performed by students of all ages and
abilities who are enrolled in the ice
arena’s group lessons, as well as solo
skate routines. With a special guest.
703-768-3224 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec/
mtvernon/.

T.C. Williams Choir Community
Caroling. Caroling in Alexandria
neighborhoods for its annual
fundraising effort. 703-824-6800

Wrap It Up. 1-4 p.m. at Good
Shepherd Catholic Church, 8710
Mount Vernon Hwy. Alice’s Kids 4th
annual gift wrapping fundraiser.Drop
off holiday treasures to be wrapped
by our volunteers. Suggested
donation $5 per gift.
Barbara@aliceskids.org 703-304-
0958

SUNDAY/DEC. 18
Mount Vernon By Candlelight. 8

p.m. at 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway. Character-guided tours of
the first and second floors of the
Mansion, 18th-century dancing and
fireside caroling. Learn more about
holiday traditions in 18th-century
Virginia. Rain or shine. $24 adult;
$16 youth (ages 2-11). 703-799-5203
or www.mountvernon.org.

Lorrie Morgan’s Enchanted
Christmas. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.

Live Nativity
On Friday and Saturday, Dec. 16-17, see a Live Nativity Scene 6:30-9 p.m. at Virginia
Hills Baptist Church, 6507 Telegraph Road. Take a trip back to Bethlehem to visit Mary,
Joseph, the Inn, the shepherds, angels and kings, welcome the baby Jesus and prepare
for the upcoming Christmas celebration. Hot chocolate available. Donations accepted.
Virginiahillsbaptist.com

Photos Contributed

Holiday Entertainment
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Bethany Lutheran Church & Preschool
Celebrate the Christmas Season with your Family

Advent Services
Wednesdays Nov 30, Dec 7& 21      7:00 PM - Worship

The Bethany Family — Growing in Faith and Serving Others

Christmas Services
Saturday Dec 24    4:40 PM - Glad Strains Music    5:00 PM - Family Service

7:15 PM - Music of the Nativity    7:30 PM - Candlelight Service
Sunday Dec 25   10:00 AM - Worship

New Years Services
Saturday Dec 31

8:00 PM - AIM Watch Night
Sunday Jan 1, 2017
10:00 AM - Worship

2501 Beacon Hill Rd., Alexandria, VA 22036

www.Birchmere.com
Ocean Quartet and Trio Sefardi in

Concert. 7 p.m. at George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. FocusMusic is a
nonprofit organization that has been
producing folk and acoustic music
shows in Alexandria for more than 14
years. $18/$15 for advance sales and
members. Non-Focus members who
bring at least three cans of food will
get $3 off the cost of admission. Food
collected for Capital Area Food Bank.
www.FocusMusic.org

TUESDAY/DEC. 20
John Water’s Christmas. 7:30 p.m.

at The Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Noted filmmaker
spreading yuletide profanity and
perverted piety with his critically
acclaimed one-man show.
www.Birchmere.com

FRIDAY/DEC. 23
Holiday Gift Wrapping. Volunteers

are needed to wrap gifts at Barnes &
Noble Potomac Yard, at 3651
Jefferson Davis Highway. and collect
donations. volunteeralexandria.org/

SATURDAY/DEC. 24
Waterskiing Santa. 1 p.m. at the

waterfront near the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Waterskiing Santa and his
wakeboarding reindeer, plus flying
elves, the Grinch and his friends,
Frosty the Snowman and Jack Frost.
703-746-3301 or
www.waterskiingsanta.com

SUNDAY/DEC. 25
The Holiday Project – Share the

Spirit of the Season. Volunteers
are needed to Share the Spirit of the
Season by visiting with patients in
hospitals, nursing homes, and long
term care facilities. Sing carols and
distribute cards and gifts.
www.volunteeralexandria.org/

SATURDAY/DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. 2 p.m.-

midnight at venues throughout Old
Town and one at the Mount Vernon
Recreation Center, 2701
Commonwealth Ave. Midnight

Holiday Entertainment

Breakfast with Santa
Metropolitan School of the Arts will host their annual
Breakfast with Santa on Sunday, Dec. 18 at 9:30 a.m. and
noon. at the Hotel Monaco, 480 King St. $35-$45. Tickets
can be purchased online at www.metropolitanarts.org

Photo contributed

fireworks: Potomac River at the foot
of King St. More than 150
performances at 25 indoor venues,
with live music, dancing, children’s
face painting and games. The
afternoon’s Eighth Annual Fun Hunt
is accompanied by all-new activities
for families and pets. There’s a venue
at the Mount Vernon Recreation
Center in Del Ray filled with
activities for children 10 and
younger, and dancing in the street at
the east end of King Street beginning
at 10 p.m. firstnightalexandria.org
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass
(en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am
(with Sign Language
Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word); 10:30 am;
12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Monday-
Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
(Rosary at 8:30 am)

En Español:
Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;
First Friday, 7:30 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

www.janefranklin.com
Dawn of Infamy: America Goes to

War. 9:30 a.m.-noon, live viewing of
this Richmond-based event at the
American Legion Ballroom, 400
Cameron St. The Virginia World War
I and World War II Commemoration
Commission is hosting a special
recognition ceremony in Richmond
for World War II veterans who will
receive special recognition and
commemorative items if they register
in advance. 804-786-3591, ext. 252
or www.VirginiaWorldWarII.org/
2016tribute.

View Rare Washington Letters.
6:30-9 p.m. at Fred W. Smith
National Library for the Study of
George Washington, 3600 Mount
Vernon Memorial Hwy. 703-988-
4875

FRIDAY/DEC. 9
The Migration Project:

Performance and Art. 7:30 p.m.
at Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N
Union St. The Migration Project
explores stories of relocation.
Featuring Jane Franklin Dance-Emily
Crews, Carrie Monger, Matthew
Rock, Amy Scaringe, Brynna Shank,
Rebecca Weiss, and Visual art by
Rosemary Feit Covey and Dawn
Whitmore.

DEC. 8-JAN. 8
“Fully Committed” at MetroStage.

Various times at MetroStage, 1201 N.
Royal St. Tom Story plays a
restaurant reservationist, juggling
phones, personalities and
pandemonium with the dexterity of a
Cirque du Soleil contortionist. $55-
$60 703-548-9044
www.metrostage.org

DEC. 9-19
Concerts at Saint Luke’s. 7:30 p.m.

at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009
Fort Hunt Road. Natascia Diaz, a
two-time Helen Hayes award winner,
will present a Cabaret evening with
Pianist Darius Smith the music of
Jacques Brel, Kander and Ebb, John
Becchino and others. Tickets
purchased at the door: $20 adult,
$15 senior, free for students 18 and
under. Visit
www.saintlukeschurch.net/events.

SATURDAY/DEC.10
Ribbon Cutting. 5 p.m. at Del Ray

Towers complex, 3116 Mount Vernon
Ave. Ribbon Cutting for one of Del
Ray’s newest businesses, Dental
Excellence.703-216-8597

Case Remodeling Seminars. 10:30-
11:30 a.m. at Case Mosaic Tile
Showroom, 821 S. Pickett St.Case
Design/Remodeling experts will give
insight into the latest trends and
different levels of kitchen and bath

Entertainment

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

ONGOING
Convergence: “Various Small

Fires.” Through Dec. 17, gallery
hours at Convergence Gallery. 1801
N. Quaker Lane. the Convergence
Arts Initiative presents: ‘Various
Small Fires,’ a site-specific
installation and exhibit by Isabel
Cureux. Various Small Fires explores
how each small event in our lives
creates who we are. Mental illness,
divorce, “biraciality,” and religion
will be presented in innovative ways
to garner a feeling of solidarity with
others who have experienced these
things, and present a new way to
understand them for those who have
not. Free to attend. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org for more.

“Raising: Motherhood in
Modernity.” Through Dec. 18,
gallery hours at The Margaret W. and
Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery at the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 4915 E. Campus
Drive. Elements of motherhood and
the good and bad of being a parent
can be found in the ceramic pieces
Jessica Gardner created for the
exhibit “Raising: Motherhood in
Modernity.” Free. Visit
www.nvcc.edu for more.

West Potomac High School
Athletic Boosters Christmas
Tree Sale. Through Dec. 24.
Saturday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sunday 10
a.m.-5 p.m. and weeknights from 5-8
p.m. next to Sandburg Middle
School, 8428 Fort Hunt Road. 703-
360-1048

December Artist Showcase.
Through Dec. 31 at Broadway
Gallery, 5641-B General Washington
Drive. The December Artist Showcase
features new works from several of
gallery artists, including abstracts,
landscapes, seascapes, and
photography.
www.broadwaygallery.net 703-450-
8005

116 King Holiday Pop-Up. Through
Dec. 31, at 116 King St. The shop
will feature 28 upscale fashion and
lifestyle brands, including 13 brands
under the umbrella of The Skinny
Dip, a fashion collective founded by
Sara Rossi and Taylor Ivey, as well as
15 additional brands with products
ranging from women’s apparel and
jewelry to men’s clothing, children’s
items and other gifts. Sponsored by
the Alexandria Economic
Development Partnership.
www.116king.com

THROUGH JAN. 6
Holiday Teddy Bear Teas. 9 a.m.-4

p.m. at 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway. On select weekends, bring
a favorite stuffed animal friend to
have “tea” with “Lady Washington.”
This special experience will also
include a hands-on seasonal activity.
For ages 4-11, accompanied by an
adult. Refreshments provided. $5 in
addition to general admission. Adults
$17, ages 6-11, $9, ages 5 and under
free. 703-799-5203 or
www.mountvernon.org.

SATURDAYS THROUGH DEC. 24
Random Acts of Holiday Cheer. 11

a.m.-3 p.m. Throughout Alexandria
random Acts of Holiday Cheer will
delight holiday shoppers with
surprise giveaways from the Elf Prize
Patrol, pop-up musical performances
through the Alexandria Arts Alliance,
and hands-on activities at the Mobile
Art Lab.

THROUGH DEC. 17
“Adventures With Mr. Bear.”

Various times at The Lab at
Convergence, 1819 N. Quaker Lane.
One cozy winter afternoon, a young
girl and her favorite stuffed animal,
Mr. Bear, play a game of hide and
seek which evolves into a series of
exciting adventures. Together, they
embark on a journey of endless
possibilities – all from the comfort of
her playroom. Tickets are $9. Visit
www.ArtsOnTheHorizon.org.

DEC. 2-17
The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s

“A Christmas Carol.” Various
times at The Little Theatre of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St. A return of
the classic by Charles Dickens
featuring Ebenezer Scrooge, a
miserly Victorian humbug. 703-683-
0496 or www.thelittletheatre.com

THURSDAY/DEC. 8
A Life France-Amerique:

Reflections of a New American
Citizen. 7-9 p.m. at The Lyceum,
201 S. Washington Ave. Guy Sorman
will discuss his experiences as a new
American citizen and his life and
career in France and the United
States from his latest book, “J’aurais
voulu être Français.” $5 suggested
donation at the door. Wine and
dessert reception to follow. https://
franceamerique.eventbrite.com

Second Thursday Art NIght at
Torpedo Factory Art Center. 7-8
p.m. at 105 N Union St. Featuring
open artist studios to explore your
shopping options, artist talks, and
Jane Franklin Dance featured in
small dances throughout the
building, concluding with a
performance of “Fightin’ Words”
performed to bluegrass fiddle.
torpedofactory.org/ 703.933.1111 or

remodeling, as well as project
timeframes and budgeting.
www.casedesign.com/seminars-
events/ celeste.henry@
mokimedia.com

Singing Eagles and Strings at
Sunrise at 2 p.m. at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Part of a
music education partnership
organization of the Alexandria City
Public Schools and the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra. Singing Eagles
is a chorus of Kindergarten-5th grade
students who meet every day after
school, and Strings at Sunrise is a
string ensemble of 4th and 5th
graders, who meet every day before
school. Free and open to the public.

SUNDAY/DEC. 11
New Dominion Chorale presents

Gloria!. 4 p.m. at the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 4915 East Campus Drive. The
chorale will be joined by six soloists
who are specialists in the
performance of Baroque music, and
organist William Neil of the National
Symphony Orchestra. Contact Anne
Huhn for more information at 703-
478-6137.

Philharmonic Orchestra Concert.
3-5 p.m. at Washington Masonic
National Memorial, 101 Callahan Dr.
Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic presents Francis
Poulenc’s “Gloria”, with the NOVA
Community Chorus. The program
also includes Bloch’s “In the Night”
and Dohnayni’s “Konzertstuck for
Cello and Orchestra.” $20. Children
18 and under are free.
wmpa@earthlink.net 703-799-8229
https://www.wmpamusic.org

“Del & Dawg” Bluegrass. 7:30 p.m.
at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount

From Page 16

recipe for the family at Easter time
in America.” His eyes light up.
“They loved it.” He says he uses
pork and the secret ingredient is
found high on a shelf in a large
plastic container of dried mint
from the garden.

He walks back to the counter to
finish the lasagna. Large contain-
ers of ricotta are mixed with cot-
tage cheese. He sprinkles a scoop
of sugar into the mixture. “Makes
it rich.” One- handed, Euripides
cracks four eggs, one at a time, on
the side of the large bowl, opens
the shells and lets the yolks drip
down the side. Finally a sprinkle

of cinnamon. He spoons a thick
layer of the ricotta mixture on top
of the lasagna and reaches into a
bag of shredded Parmesan for the
final touch.

Euripedes heads for the oven
that is warmed to 400 degrees.
The oven door is already crusted
with many other lasagnas. The la-
sagna will cook for one hour and
be ready just in time for the lunch
crowd. Over time the menu has
changed but the “eat healthier”
trend has not changed the Royal
Restaurant. “Not here,” he says.
And the recipe for lasagna goes
back to 1904 with the original
owner of the restaurant.

In the Kitchen

Vernon Ave. Del McCoury and David
Grisman, bluegrass. 703-549-7500

Book Release Party. 4-6 p.m. at
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 1608
Russell Rd. Besties, Bromances and
Soulmates: Stories about Pivotal
Relationships, short stories and
personal essays on friendship, family,
love and everything in between.
Featuring local authors: Joani
Peacock and Meredith Maslich. Free
but accepting donations of winter
clothing. meredith@possibilities
publishingcompany.com

MONDAY/DEC. 12
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy. 7:30 p.m. at

The Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon
Ave. $49.50 703-549-7500,
www.birchmere.com, www.bbvd.com

THURSDAY/DEC. 15
Merry Membership edition of

Business After Hours. 5:30-7
p.m. at Cedar Knoll, 9030 Lucia Lane.
Network with other business
professionals while celebrating the
holidays and ring out the year with
the Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce. Holiday refreshments and
appetizers provided by Cedar Knoll.
$20 early bird member rate; $40
non-member rate.
sbolouri@alexchamber.com

FRIDAY/DEC. 16
Holiday Choral Concert. 7:30 p.m.

at Encore Chorale, 1801 Quaker
Lane. The programs, co-conducted by
Jeanne Kelly and Jeffrey Dokken, will
feature holiday and seasonal pieces.
www.encorecreativity.org or 301-
261-5747
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please be advised that two fireworks displays will take place as 
part of a public event, Christmas Illuminations,  at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon on the following dates:

Friday, December 16 between 9:00 p.m. and 9:15p.m. 
(15 minutes)  

Saturday, December 17 between 9:00 p.m. and 9:15p.m. 
(15 minutes)  

The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association thanks you for your tol-
erance and apologizes for any disruption. To receive Mount 
Vernon fireworks notifications via e-mail, write to 
Events@MountVernon.org

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

ABANDONED WATERCRAFT

Notice is hereby given that the following watercraft has been 
abandoned for more than 60 DAYS on the property of Frank 
Smith, 807 South Alfred Street, Apt #4, VA 22314, Telephone 
number 202 5695761.

Description of the watercraft:

Make: Wellcraft, length: 19 feet, year built: 1988, color: blue 
and white, boat registration: VA 1134 XX, hull identification 
number: WELT 4187B888 

Application for Watercraft Registration / Title will be made in 
accordance with Section 29.1-733.25 of the Code of Virginia if 
this watercraft is not claimed and removed within 30 days of 
first publication of this notice. Please contact the Virginia De-
partment of Game and Inland Fisheries with questions.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

D.R.L.  111(3), 111-A(6), 115 (9)
Adoption form 4
(Notice of Proposed Adoption)
10/2004

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF KINGS

In the Matter of the Adoption of Docket No. A29790/15
A Child Whose First Name is

ARLO

TO: CARLOS ARMANDO RAMIREZ MARTINEZ

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Petition requesting an order ap-
proving and allowing the adoption of an adoptive child whose 
first name is : ARLO, who is alleged to be your SON, and 
whose full name and date and place or birth is set forth in a 
Schedule annexed to the Petition for adoption herein, together 
with an agreement to adopt and consents to the adoption pur-
suant to the Domestic Relations Law, has been filed with the 
Family Court of the State of New York, Kings County. A 
hearing on the Petition will be held at the Court, located at: 330 
JAY STREET, 22nd floor, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11201 
on 1/19/2017 at 9 A.M. o’clock in the morning of that day, at 
which time and place all persons having any interest therein 
will be heard. 

__ PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that your failure to ap-
pear may constitute a denial of your interests in the child, 
which may result, without further notice to you, in the adoption 
other disposition of the custody of the child.

JAMES M. GREENBERG
3 Sierks Lane, Roslyn Harbor, NY 11576
516-621-7717

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to members of the NY, nonprofit, 
American Society of Clinical Oncology, Inc., that eligible ASCO 
members may vote by proxy ballot between Nov. 1 to Dec. 2, 
2016 to elect the President-Elect, three seats on the Board of 
Directors, and two seats on the Nominating Committee
for service beginning on June 5, 2017.  Information about 
proxy ballots is available at www.asco.org/election. Completed 
proxy ballots will be delivered to the ASCO President or his 
designee for casting at a meeting to be held on Dec. 6, 2016, 
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM at ASCO Headquarters, 2318 Mill
Road, Suite 800, Alexandria, VA 22314.  Members with 
questions can email ascoelection@asco.org or call 571-483-
1316.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed bids for the City of Alexandria per specifications will be 
received in the Office of the Purchasing Division until the date 
and time designated as follows:

ITB  No. 0000622, Safe Routes to School Pedestrian Improve-
ments Projects, Project No. 1605014

Opening Date and Time: January 12, 2017, 3 p.m., prevailing 
local time    

Pre-Bid Conference: December 21, 2016, 9 a.m.: Purchasing 
Division Conference Room, 100 North Pitt Street, Suite 301, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

For general inquiries contact Michael F. Hauer, CPPO, CPPB, 
Deputy Purchasing Agent at 703.746.4295.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informalities or 
irregularities in procedure. THE CITY REQUIRES ITS CON-
TRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS. 

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Marion L. Meeks (92)

Of Alexandria, VA peacefully passed away December 4, 2016. 
She is survived by her beloved husband of 75 years Richard.  
She is predeceased by her daughter Carol.  A funeral ceremo-
ny will be held on Saturday, December 10, 2016 at 10 am at 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 1608 Russell Rd, Alexandria, VA
22301. Interment will immediately follow at Ivy Hill Cemetery.  
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Em-
manuel Episcopal Church or St. Joseph’s Indian School: Na-
tive American School and Nonprofit Organization.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.everlywheatley.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Obituary

Walter “Walt” L. Wilson, Sr.  96

Walter Little Wilson, Sr., 96, of Alexandria, VA passed away
October 20, 2016.  Born July 6, 1920 in Athens, GA, Walt was
the son of the late George Thomas and Marinza Little Wilson.

Walt found much joy in his work during his 55-year career.  His
civilian service started at the Naval Torpedo Station Alexandria
in 1940.  He went on to spend 46 years at Ft. Belvoir with the
Engineering Research and Development Lab, Night Vision Lab
and Army Research Lab.  At retirement, numerous U.S. Pa-
tients included his name.  Walt was proud to have served
his Country in WWII during 1944-1945 as a Rifleman for 
Company H, 86th Mountain Infantry, 10th Mountain Division.

Following his career, talking to anyone, telling tales, “tinkering”
and fixing anything was his passion.  His stories, hand-made
items, furniture and wood working pieces have been passed
along to many.

Walt was preceded in death by Dorothy, his wife of 52 years,
and two brothers and two sisters. Walt is survived by his sister
Wynelle McLeroy of Canton, Georgia; daughter, Deborah 
Wilson of Bellevue, Washington and son, Walter Wilson,
Jr. of Alexandria, Virginia, numerous nieces and nephews, and
many caring friends.

Walt’s final resting place will be Arlington National Cemetery.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Chester William Fannon III (Chet) of Middleburg, 
Virginia died peacefully on Saturday, December 3, 2016 with 
his wife, Kate Armfield Fannon and his sister, Heather Fan-
non Young by his side.

A loving husband to Kate and a respected and cherished fa-
ther to Kingsley and Chester, Chet was born on October 
21st, 1961 in Alexandria, Virginia to Chester William Fannon 
Jr. (Bill) and Mary Frances Tucker Fannon. His childhood 
was spent at 
Laurel Hill in Rappahannock County, Virginia. His love of 
and years spent on the family farm fostered his lifelong 
passion for the outdoors, bird hunting, dog training and 
habitat restoration. He also enjoyed horseback riding and 
had been an accomplished polo player.

Chet was a graduate of the Blue Ridge School in Albemarle 
County and James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia and enjoyed a career with Fannon Petroleum.

In death, Chet showed the same courage, integrity and 
grace that had been the hallmarks of his life.  He is remem-
bered with love and missed with heartache by his wife Kate, 
his daughter Kingsley and son Chester; parents
Bill and Mary Frances Fannon; sisters and their husbands, 
Beth and Jimmy Swindler and Heather and Daron Young; 
nieces Addie Swindler, Ellie Young, and Claire Young; and 
nephew Trey Swindler; and beloved in-laws, Howard and
Gloria Armfield.

Chet’s family will receive friends on Wednesday evening, 
December 7, from 4:00 pm until 6:00 p.m. at Royston 
Funeral Home in Middleburg, Virginia.  A memorial service 
will be held on Thursday, December 8 at 11:00 a.m. at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Upperville, Virginia.  Family and 
friends are invited to gather for remembrances at the Middle-
burg Tennis Club after the funeral service.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made in Chet’s memory to the United Net-
work for Organ Sharing (UNOS) at 700 N. 4th Street,
Richmond, VA  23219 or at www.unos.org.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Pearlie Mae Funderburk, 94, of Alexandria, Virginia, 
passed away on November 29, 2016 of cardiopulmonary ar-
rest.

The funeral service will be held at 11:00am on December 9, 
2016 with viewing from 10:00 until 11:00 am at Olivet Episco-
pal Church in Alexandria with Pastor Dr. Edward Young, Sr. of-
ficiating. Burial will follow the funeral at Mount Comfort Ceme-
tery in Alexandria at 12:45 pm. Funeral arrangements are be-
ing handled by Chinn Baker Funeral Home.

Pearlie Mae is survived by her husband Charles of 75; 
children, Serita M. Godfrey (Howard, deceased), John E. 
Funderburk (Linda), Charles D. Funderburk (Gladys) and A. 
Jane Hassell (William);  grandchildren,  Venita Godfrey Scott, 
Reginald E. Funderburk, Clarissa N. Winslow, Charzetta D.
Funderburk, Michelle A. Funderburk, Christopher D. Funder-
burk, Howard J. Godfrey and Anthony L. Godfrey; nieces, Mary 
Ellen Staten and Annette Baldwin; nephew, Thomas Steele, 
Jr.; ten great grandchildren, two great-great grandchildren and 
a host of great nieces and nephews.  She also leaves behind 
many loving family members, her church family, and friends.
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OBITUARY
FERGUSON, James “Jamey”, (age 46) of 
Alexandria, VA.  On November 28, 2016.  Beloved Son of, 
James H. and Anne Ferguson.  Loving brother of, John C. 
Ferguson (Jeanine) of Sterling, VA and Jane F. Camp 
(Charles) of Beaver Falls, PA.  Also survived by his many 
Nieces and Nephews.  A Memorial Service will be at, 
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8503 Fort Hunt Rd., 
Alexandria, VA 22308 on Friday, December 9, 2016 at 11:00 
AM.  Arrangements by, Demaine Funeral Home, Alexandria, 
VA.
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OBITUARY
Stanley Slivinski, age 77, of Cape Charles, Va,
passed away on November 30, 2016, after an extended battle
with lung cancer. Born and raised in Alexandria, Virginia to 
parents Frank T. and Helen E. Slivinski (both deceased), he 
attended George Washington High School. Stan served in the
US Army, 114th Engineering Company, last stationed at Ft.
Benning, GA and the DC National Guard from June 1957 to
August 1962, reaching the rank of Sergeant. His time in the Ar-
my was spent training for bridge construction and deployment
in support of Army operations.  

Prior to moving to Cape Charles in 2009, Stan was a longtime
resident of Luray, Va., living in a log cabin overlooking the
South Fork of the Shenandoah River, built with his own hands
and tools from logs he cut himself on his property. He hosted
many wonderful family reunions there, leaving his relatives with
many cherished and lasting memories. Stan was an avid hunt-
er, fisherman and sportsman, once receiving a citation for
catching a 51 pound striped bass. He loved sports, and spent
many years managing Annandale Sport and Hobby, outfitting
local sports teams with shoes and uniforms. He also managed
the Hunting and Fishing 
department, and worked with local enthusiasts to outfit them
with archery gear, tackle and supplies.  Stan had a keen inter-
est in archeology and history, and was deeply involved with the
Archeological Society of Virginia as a volunteer, supporting site
investigations and digs in various locations across Virginia,
particularly the Eastern Shore and Shenandoah Valley. This
work led him to receive the In-State Avocational  Archeologist
of the Year award in 2013. For a short time, he and older
brother Frank (deceased), operated a bakery in Luray. He
loved baking bread and had a Christmas tradition of baking a
loaf of bread for every member of the entire family each and
every year. He worked as a landscape supervisor, landscaping
many buildings in Northern Virginia. When he retired from land-
scaping, he worked part time as a construction supervisor in
the environmental consulting industry, and was involved in the
clean up and restoration of contaminated properties in
the Mid-Atlantic region.   He is survived by sister Joan
Monastero and husband Frank, of Purcellville, Va., sister 
Judith Miller and husband Dennis, of Bluemont, Va., brother
James Slivinski and wife Ann, of Centerville,Va., designated
guardians, nephew Michael Slivinski, wife Dilka and their 
beloved daughters Helen and Michelle, and niece Theresa
Brenner and husband Brian, along with many other nieces,
nephews, and cousins. The family extends special thanks to
his dear friends, Linda and Ron Harlow of Cape Charles, who
gave of their time and love to help Stan during his final
months and to help him stay in his home and enjoy the time he
had left.  In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting that dona-
tions be made in his memory to: The Archeological Society of
Virginia (ASV) Federal tax exempt # 54-6044013 Sent c/o:
ASV Treasurer Carl Fischer, 1685 Sweet Hall Road West
Point, VA 23181 804-843-9194 http://www.archeologyva.org
Viewing and visitation with family will be at Colonial Funeral
Home, 201 Edwards Ferry Road, N.E., Leesburg,
Va beginning at 1 p.m., Friday, December 9, including a brief
time at 2 p.m. for an opportunity to share fond memories.

Mass of Christian Burial to follow at 3 p.m., Friday, December
9, at the Chapel of the Immaculate Conception, corner of 
Union and North King Street, in Leesburg, across from St.
John the Apostle Catholic Church. Burial will be at the church
cemetery. www.colonialfuneralhome.com
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Cutting Boards and Lemon Boards.
Looking for a giftmade in Virginia?

Thoughtfully crafted of various locally sourced woods, 
in a thin style design.

Each comes with a leather tie loop and wood burned 
H&HFCo Alexandria, VA  logo. 
HeartandHammerFurniture.com

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale
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LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.
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JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

ClassifiedClassified Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$150    half cord
$250    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

EmploymentEmployment

Jr. Kindergarden Team Teacher

KIDDIE COUNTRY
Developmental Learning Center

Burke, VA 22015 kiddiecountry@aol.com 
Fax: 703-644-0073 Phone: 703-644-0066

Kiddie Country is accepting applications 
for a co-teaching position is one of our Jr. 

Kindergarten programs. 6-8 hours per 
day, M-F. Applicant must have a degree 

in Early Childhood or Elementary 
Education. Team teachers will work 
together to appropriately conduct a 
planned semi-structured program 

supported by a curriculm specialist. 
Please apply if you are caring, motivated 
and committed to high quality education 
for preschool learners. Applicants are 

invited to call Kiddie Country directly for 
further information or an appointment. 

EOE

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota
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