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Santa surprised children all over
Fairfax County by visiting schools on
Dec. 13, driving a Fairfax County
Police Department motorcycle.
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News

City Stalls Decision on University Drive
Council to mull
community’s
comments, get
more information.
By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

uring November and December,
Fairfax City Council held work
sessions and community-out
reach meetings on the proposed
extension of University Drive from Fairfax
Boulevard to Eaton Place. The goal was to
glean as much information as possible about
this project, explain it to the residents and
obtain their input.
This roadway extension is recommended
in the City’s Comprehensive Plan as part of
an expanded roadway grid to provide more
travel routes and better connectivity within
the Northfax area. And the City has already
received nearly $10 million for its construction via federal, Smart Scale funding.
The work would include new sidewalks,
on-road bike lanes, lighting, landscaping
and the reconstruction of the traffic signal
at the intersection of University Drive and
Fairfax Boulevard. And at Tuesday night’s
(Dec. 13) public hearing, City Council was
to vote whether to proceed with this

D

This proposed grid network for Northfax may or may not be needed.
project’s preliminary engineering.
Instead, after 29 residents – the vast majority in opposition – spoke about it, the
Council decided it needed more time to
consider the community’s comments, see if
a grid network in Northfax is really needed
and obtain more information about its options.
IT THEN DEFERRED further discussion
until Jan. 24. And that date’s significant
because three of the Council members –
David Meyer, Michael DeMarco and Ellie

Schmidt – are running for mayor in the Feb.
7 special election. So their actions concerning this issue could well have an impact on
the outcome.
“Is the grid network there still relevant,
and do we need the intensity of roads
there?” asked Councilman Jeff Greenfield.
“I don’t support an extension of University
Drive that allows more cars going south on
University.”
“We need to sift through the information
we’ve received [from the community] and
review it,” added Councilwoman Janice

‘Just Pause and Don’t Do It’

Passionate sentiment on
both sides of the issue.

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

he City’s proposal to extend University Drive has sparked strong
feelings in Fairfax residents.
They spoke both for and against it at the
Nov. 1 community outreach meeting and
before the Nov. 8 City Council meeting.
But most of the speakers during Tuesday night’s public hearing were firmly
opposed.
“It will have an adverse effect on the
University Drive neighborhood,” said
Diane Henn. “It will turn our neighborhood street into a highway and a shortcut for north-south commuters.”
“University is a narrow, residential
road, and this extension would endanger people’s lives,” said Robert Orr.
“People cross University to get to Van
Dyke Park or the Sherwood Center, all
the time.” Matt Baird said the extra traffic would drive down their property values, and he also worried about the children playing along University and people
walking their dogs there.
In November, University Drive resident
Bob Kemp said traffic’s already increased
in that area. “I estimate an accident happens there once a month,” he said.
“People blow through the stop sign in my
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The proposed road alignment at 10 percent of the design work.
section of the road, so there’s a safety concern. And this will bring even more traffic.
Many homeowners have several cars which
have to be parked on the street and will be
hit.”
However, neighbor Betsy Bicknell favored
the extension. “I’d love an alternative route
to head north on [Route] 123,” she said. “I
support this to encourage better redevelopment in the Fairfax Shopping Center to

Miller. “We need additional information
before we decide to accept this grant.”
During the Nov. 1 meeting, Community
Development and Planning Director Brooke
Hardin said Northfax currently has no internal streets, so all vehicle trips there happen on Chain Bridge Road, Eaton Place or
Fairfax Boulevard. “There are about
700,000 square feet of office space, 282
hotel rooms and 1.5 million square feet of
commercial space in this area – and all that
traffic relies on three roads.”
He said the road extension would be two
lanes, with turn lanes on each side leading
to Eaton and Fairfax Boulevard. And there
could either be a median or a roundabout
centrally located between those two streets.
The planned roadway alignment would
travel through part of the existing Fairfax
Shopping Center and car dealership, so $7.5
million of the project total would be for
right-of-way acquisition from two, private
property owners. And once the City signs a
project agreement with VDOT, the state will
reimburse all further design costs.
According to a September traffic study,
on northbound University Drive at Fairfax
Boulevard, all the turn movements would
see additional vehicle queuing, but the only
significant increase would be for right turns
in the afternoon rush.
To address safety issues on University
Drive, the City has already installed ad
See University Drive, Page 4

increase our tax base.”
Tom Ross wanted it for economic reasons
“so the homeowners don’t have to pay
higher property taxes or receive reduced
City services. This roadway is critical to
ensuring Northfax’s future success to provide the type of economic development the
City desperately needs. There’d be cutthrough traffic, but ways to minimize it and
slow it down.”

Yet noting the other redevelopment
projects already happening in the City,
Chris Dominic said 1,500 more cars on
University Drive would be a huge impact.
And Audrey Sandhusen was “deeply concerned about the gridlock that already
occurs at University Drive and Fairfax
Boulevard, especially at rush hour. I can’t
see putting a main road through that
shopping center and moving where the
gridlock occurs.”
Agreeing, Virginia Gerard said, “People
can’t get through Eaton [Place] now to
get to 123 at rush hour. You can’t turn
left at Fairfax Boulevard and University;
and half the time, you can’t turn left onto
[Route] 50 to get to University Drive, so
you’ll have traffic backing up. It’s going
to be worse than it is now at some of
those intersections.”
Kelly Schultz said the project will yield
more cars on Fairfax Boulevard, University and Eaton and “there’d be delays on
Eaton. The costs would outweigh the
very limited benefits.” And former City
Mayor John Mason urged the Council not
to make a hasty decision “until a workable plan is in place.”
University Drive resident Karen
Vincent said that road is their neighborhood drive. “There’s speeding and no
See Residents, Page 5
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The City’s future land-use plan for Northfax.

University Drive
Decision Postponed

4 ❖ Fairfax Connection ❖ December 15-21, 2016

From Page 3
vance-warning signs at both ends
of the crosswalk, mid-crosswalk
signs on University and a new stop
sign on southbound University at
Stratford Avenue. And staff further
proposes constructing the missing
sidewalk link on the west side of
University between Stratford and
Wood Road and building bump
outs – to make pedestrians more
visible to drivers – at the University/Ford Road intersection.
During the Nov. 8 work session,
Councilman David Meyer called
the way University intersects with
Eaton “problematic. We don’t want
to do something that makes traffic worse. I’d be hard-pressed to
give an affirmative vote to move
forward with this project because
the overall approach to the
Northfax site hasn’t yet been decided.” Councilwoman Ellie
Schmidt asked if on-street parking
could go on the new stretch of
University. “Possibly, if the
roundabout’s not there,” replied
Transportation Director Wendy
Block Sanford. “And it can’t be
near the intersections with Eaton
Place and Fairfax Boulevard.”
“I’m in favor of an internal roadway network at Northfax, but I’m
not sure this is the right road for
it,” said Schmidt. “I’m concerned
about the amount of traffic it
would create.”
Councilman Michael DeMarco
said it’s important to have access
to that site from both University
and Eaton. And, he added, “I like
on-street parking for University to
reduce its speed. And unless we’re
willing to commit some money to
building the road connection, the
development’s not going to come.”
Mayor Steve Stombres said
Whole Foods 365 – a smaller, new

concept of this store – is considering locating in the shopping center. “It’s a coup for the City to attract such a reputable, national
chain,” he said. “That type of tenant would be the catalyst for what
we want to have in this community – and something that would
attract millennials. If we say no,
we may get something worse than
is there now.”
Councilwoman Janice Miller
asked if the City could re-apply for
the Smart Scale funding for this
project in the future, if it cancelled
it now, and Sanford said probably
not. But Tuesday night, she said it
could.
DURING THE DEC. 6 work session, Councilman Jon Stehle noted
that Fairfax applied for the Smart
Scale funds to start moving forward with a road grid system. “And
if we walk away from the $10 million we received, we won’t get it
back,” he said. “So we should find
a way to make this work.”
“If we didn’t go forward, could
we use these funds for another
project?” asked Schmidt.
“No; the funds would go back
into the Smart Scale funding
pool,” replied Sanford. “The City
has spent about $30,000 on this
project so far. At the 30-percent
design stage, we’d have to submit
our plans, and then VDOT will give
us more specific input.”
By the 60-percent design stage,
added Public Works Director David
Summers, some $200,000 will
have been spent. At that point,
Council would hold a design public hearing and authorize the
project’s completion. But if it then
backed out, the City would have
to reimburse VDOT for all the expended federal funds.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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The proposed road alignment at 10 percent of the design work.

Residents Debate
University Drive Extension
From Page 3
place to park,” she said. “Some mornings,
it takes three minutes to get out of my driveway, and it’s backed up past the stop sign. I
don’t see how this [extension] benefits the
residents.”
Former City Councilwoman Nancy Loftus
called the extension unnecessary and objected to the $7.5 million right-of-way cost
“to put in a road that may or may not bring
the development we want.” She also preferred the shopping-center developer build
the road, himself.
Robert McFerry feared the extension
would send cut-through traffic down the
nearby neighborhoods. And Jim Worthing
said additional traffic on University “will
make things worse at the Eaton/Route 123
intersection – and it’s already unsafe there.”
Amy Anspach, who gathered 231 signatures on a petition opposing the project, said
the renderings show parking on both sides
of the road, “But there’s not space for it.
And the kids who use the crosswalk and go
by foot and bike to school should be the
number-one concern. Cars speed and go
through traffic lights there on a regular
basis, and this will bring a significant
amount of traffic onto our street.”
Furthermore, she said, “The project cost
is enormous, and putting a street through
an area doesn’t make it more walkable. We
should remove this extension so the shopping center can develop a better project.
Putting in a road with heavy traffic isn’t
good for biking, and a roundabout isn’t, either.”
Anspach said the pre-2014 average accident rate there was four per year, but the
2014 increase in traffic volume tripled that
number. “If all evidence shows a negative
impact to area traffic [from the extension],
then how can this qualify for Smart Scale
funding which is intended for road improvement?” she asked. “And traffic turning into
shopping centers from the extension will
also contribute to gridlock.”
She also wondered how much it would
cost the City to improve the Route 123/
Eaton intersection resulting from the cutthrough. Besides, added Anspach, “If the
area is intended to be highly walkable, parking access off Eaton and Route 50 should
be sufficient to provide mobility by foot.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Improving mobility by car seems contrary
to the objective of a walkable center.”
Meanwhile, representing Fairfax City Citizens for Smarter Growth, Douglas Stewart
urged the City to proceed with the project.
“[It] has significant benefits for smart
growth, traffic circulation and economic
development in Fairfax City,” he said. “The
University Drive extension is central to the
creation of a street grid for Northfax … and
more compact, walkable blocks [there].”
Stewart called receiving Smart Scale
funding for this project, with no local
matching funds required, a “victory” for the
City. “There’s a great need for infrastructure improvements and a scarcity of available funds,” he said. “To cancel the project
and return these funds would be, in our
view, fiscally irresponsible. We’re also concerned about the message this would send
to the state and whether it could negatively
affect the City’s ability to compete for future transportation funds.”
But most of Tuesday night’s speakers said
the project wasn’t worth doing. “It’ll be difficult crossing a two-lane road,” said Al
Goring. “And a 25-30-percent increase in
traffic
isn’t
insignificant.”
Rob
Higginbotham said University shouldn’t be
a cut-through to Eaton and I-66, and Council should eliminate the plan’s road connection to Eaton.
Nancy Young said the University/Ford
Road intersection has a three-way stop that
drivers ignore. “I walk my dog into the park
daily and children cross there to get to the
park and schools,” she said. “And people
already go through the stop sign there; it’s
very dangerous.”
To prevent cut-through traffic, said Alan
Souder, “Think only right turns entering and
exiting [the shopping center]. This [proposal] is premature and not ready for
primetime.” And Hal Creel said working
with the community first, devising a plan
and then seeking funding would have been
better.
Agreeing, Nancy Wylie told the Council,
“You’re voting on this extension to promote
the shopping center, but I haven’t heard the
plan for that center. And what are the benefits in extending this road? What I’ve heard
tonight is ‘danger,’ so just pause and don’t
do it.”

FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS & CLIENTS

Custom, handcrafted, delicious gifts––
one of our popular selections, or
assemble your own! See our website
or call for more details.

Come check out our
made-to-order sandwiches
and paninis – simply
amaaaaazing!

Call for details

CATERING

Advance Orders
Appreciated

From 1-20,000

GREAT HARVEST BREAD CO
6030-G BURKE COMMONS RD, BURKE
9000 S. LORTON STATION BLVD
703-249- 0044 B 703-372-2339 L
GREATHARVESTBURKE.COM
FACEBOOK.COM/BURKEGREATHARVEST.COM

LEARN ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
(MS) AT THIS LIVE EVENT.
Join us to hear an MS expert
discuss an oral treatment option
for relapsing MS.

DATE AND TIME: 12/19/2016 at 6:30 PM
SPEAKER:

Meagan Adamson, NP
Fairfax, VA

LOCATION:

Maggiano’s Little Italy
2001 International Drive
McLean, VA 22102

EVENT CODE:

TR397413 (1352975)

PLEASE RSVP*:
• RelapsingMultipleSclerosisEvents.com
• 1-866-703-6293
• MSRSVP@ahmdirect.com

Copyright ©2015
GZUS.MS.15.05.1439(2)

*Registration is limited to two people
per RSVP. Photo ID may be requested at
event entrance.
Complimentary parking or valet available.
A light meal or snack may be provided.
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Opinion
History in Police Reform Part 2
can lead to greater community cooperation in
achieving the ultimate goal of decreased crime
and increased public safety.
This very positive outcome seemed nearly
impossible in the wake of the death of John
Geer in August 2013, shot by then Fairfax Police Officer Adam Torres while standing unast week, the Fairfax County Board armed in the doorway to his own home. Offiof Supervisors voted to establish a cials had long opposed consideration of a CiCivilian Review Panel, part of a two- vilian Review Panel.
pronged concept of independent
Board of Supervisor Chairman Sharon
oversight of law enforcement recommended Bulova deserves tremendous kudos, first for
unanimously by the Ad Hoc Police Practices establishing the Ad Hoc Commission in the
Review Commission.
wake of public outrage over the shooting and
On Sept. 20, 2016, the board voted to estab- the blackout of information that followed, and
lish the Office of the Independent Auditor, the then for her unwavering support of the recother piece of oversight. The two
ommendations that emerged.
branches of oversight would not overIn voting for the Civilian Review
Editorial Panel,
lap.
Supervisor Linda Smyth said:
The Independent Police Auditor will
“We all know it’s time to put this in
report directly to the Board of Supervisors and place. This is what the public has really asked
provide oversight in cases of police use of us to do.”
force that lead to serious injury or death, inJohn Cook (R-Braddock), chairman of the
cluding officer-involved shootings. The Civil- Public Safety Committee, has been relentless
ian Review Panel will respond to community in moving the recommendations forward for
concerns or complaints about alleged inci- discussion and approval by the board. Having
dents of abuse of authority by FCPD by re- both the auditor and the panel approved in
viewing the investigations conducted by the 2016 is no small accomplishment.
department.
The recommendations for oversight also
The vote by the Board of Supervisors for the have the enthusiastic support of Police Chief
Office of Auditor was unanimous, and for the Edwin Roessler, whose support overall for
Civilian Review Panel, 9-1, indicating the change in the FCPD has been admirable and
strong commitment to independent oversight essential.
and the recommendations of the Ad Hoc ComEvery member of the Board of Supervisors
mission. The experiences from other commu- deserves credit for engaging on the details and
nities with civilian oversight have shown that supporting recommendations of the commisstrong, independent oversight builds legiti- sion.
macy and public trust through increased poOther changes brought about by the Ad Hoc
lice transparency and accountability to the Commission’s recommendations include the
public served. Oversight provides a meaning- implementation of Diversion First, which proful voice or forum for the public and forms a vides treatment rather than jail for nonviolent
crucial bridge between the public and the po- people with mental illness, resulting in some
lice. Increased transparency, trust, and com- 350 diversions from potential criminal arrest,
munication between the police and the public and in police transporting more than 1,000

Civilian Review Panel
— and they said it
couldn’t be done ….

L

people in mental health crisis to the Merrifield
Center for treatment; an emphasis on de-escalation and on crisis intervention training; the
revamping of the order of officer training to
emphasize the role of policing in a democracy
and the sanctity of life ahead of firearms training; and the significant amendment of General Order 540 on the use of force. The FCPD
has been a leading force in these changes, and
its leadership has played a pivotal role in seeking out and implementing best practices.
There are still miles to go, but evidence is
that county and police leadership are prepared
to traverse those miles.
— Mary Kimm
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Mary Kimm served on the Ad Hoc Police
Practices Review Commission and continues to
advocate for ongoing implementation.

SoberRide Safety Net
for Holiday
Celebrations
The annual Holiday SoberRide program, offering free rides home to locals over 21 who
have been celebrating with alcohol, will operate between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. each evening
between Friday, Dec. 16, 2016 and Sunday, Jan.
1, 2017 as a way to keep local roads safe from
impaired drivers during this traditionally highrisk, holiday period. SoberRide is organized by
the nonprofit Washington Regional Alcohol
Project. Area residents celebrating with alcohol may call the toll-free SoberRide phone
number 1–800–200–TAXI for a no-cost (up to
$ 30 fare), safe way home. Last December,
nearly 1,500 people took advantage of the program.
More information about WRAP’s SoberRide
initiative can be found at www.soberride.com.

Letters to the Editor

Focusing on People
Rather Than PR
To the Editor:
I was disturbed by Fairfax County’s recent
series on the Adult Detention Center
(http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/alook-inside-the-jail-how-the-sheriffs-officemanages-inmate-housing/).
The first installment in the series paints a
cheerful picture of the facility, with rehabilitation, religious services, and sunny rooms for
inmates suffering from mental illnesses,
helmed by “Sheriff Stacey Kincaid, a longtime
mental health advocate.” Yet two different
mentally ill individuals have been killed by
sheriff’s deputies under her watch, with no
consequences for the deaths.
On Feb. 3, 2015, Natasha McKenna, a 37year-old African-American mother, was tasered
four times by six sheriff’s deputies while in
custody at the Adult Detention Center. She was
naked, shackled, and wearing a spit mask on
her face. Her last words were, “You promised
me you wouldn’t kill me.” She became coma6 ❖ Fairfax Connection ❖ December 15-21, 2016

tose, and subsequently died on Feb. 8, 2015.
Commonwealth Attorney Ray Morrogh declined to press any charges against the deputies, and Kincaid kept them on staff. And so
McKenna’s family has not seen any justice for
the death of their daughter and mother.
On Aug. 15, 2016, one of the same sheriff’s
deputies, Patrick McPartlin, also shot and killed
Jovany Martinez, a 29-year-old Latino man,
outside of the Inova Fairfax Hospital where he
had just been released. Again, no charges have
been filed.
Various initiatives claim to improve Fairfax
policing and incarceration practices, including
Diversion First and the Civilian Review Board.
However, neither of these initiatives makes real
substantive change. The Diversion First program is underfunded, understaffed, and only
available at the discretion of the police, rather
than based on any neutral assessment process.
This is despite the fact that Police Chief Ed
Roessler admits that “The majority of our useof-force incidents are with those suffering
mental health crisis”. The Civilian Review
Board
has no power to investigate, ask direct ques-

tions, or engage in any disciplinary process,
but rather can only make recommendations to
the Chief of Police, who may then chose to respond or ignore those recommendations.
Given the toothless responses to the deaths
of Natasha McKenna and Jovany Martinez, and
the positive spin in Fairfax County’s series, it’s
difficult to avoid the conclusion that this propaganda is meant to distract the public of
Fairfax county from the real and dangerous
problems facing people of color and people
with mental illnesses in our policing system.
(http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/
news/2016/feb/16/diversion-first-programlaunched/)
and the Washington Post reports that “more
than 40 percent of of use-of-force cases [by
Fairfax County Police] involved African Americans, who make up only 8 percent of the
county’s population.”
Until the county and the sheriff’s office focus
on people rather than PR, we will see more of
these tragic encounters with law enforcement.
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Faith
Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday.
Dated announcements should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.
Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the
corner of Fairfax County Parkway and
Burke Lake Roads, holds a bible study
fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays followed
by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery
care and children’s church also provided. 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax
Station,
703-323-8100
or
www.fbtministries.org.
The Guhyasamaja Buddhist
Center, 10875 Main St., Fairfax City
provides free classes to both newcomers
and advanced practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhism.
The center emphasizes working with
the mind and learning how to understand the workings of the mind,
overcoming inner causes of suffering,
while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa
Rinpoche, the center is a place of study,
contemplation and meditation. Visit
http://www.guhyasamaja.org for more
information.

Save the Date!
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Fairfax Salvation Army
Women’s Auxiliary

37th Annual Fashion Show/Fundraiser
March 24, 2017
at the Waterford at Fair Oaks
Contact: Angela Ganey
angelaganey@verizon.net

UNIVERSITY MALL THEATRES
www.universitymalltheatres.com
We’re located in University Mall, Fairfax
Route 123 & Braddock Road, Lower Level
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November 27th–December 21st, 2016
FX

FX

FREE!

FREE!

20 oz. Soda ONE ADMISSION*
*with purchase of
*

Large
Popcorn!
With this Coupon.
Good
11/27–12/21/16 3

NOT VALID ON TUESDAYS

FX

WOW!

THE FAMOUS COMBO
FOR ONLY $18.00!!!

*with purchase of one
adult admission

Includes: 2 Admissions, 2
Medium Drinks & 1 Large
Popcorn! (You Save $6.00)

With this Coupon.
Good
11/27–12/21/16 3

With this Coupon.
Good
3
11/27–12/21/16

* With coupon, not valid with any other offer, one per person per visit.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers services at two locations, in Fairfax at 5114
Twinbrook Road and in Clifton at 13421
Twin Lakes Drive. Services in Fairfax are
held on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services in
Clifton are held on Sundays at 8:15 and
10:30 a.m. 703-323-9500 or
www.Lordoflifeva.org.
First Baptist Church of Springfield offers Sunday school at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by both traditional and contemporary worship services at 10:30
a.m. at 7300 Gary St., Springfield. 703451-1500 or www.fbcspringfield.org.
Clifton Presbyterian Church,
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton, offers
Sunday worship services at 10 a.m. and
Cup of Fellowship at 11 a.m. Nursery
care is provided from 9:45-11:15 a.m.
Christian education for all ages is at
9:45 a.m. 703-830-3175.
St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic
Church, 6720 Union Mill Road, Clifton,
conducts Sunday masses at 7:30 a.m.,
8:45 a.m., Latin mass at 10:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m.
It also offers a Saturday vigil at 5:30
p.m. and a Thursday Latin mass at 7
p.m. Additional mass offered MondayFriday at 6:30 a.m. (except on Federal
holidays) and 8:45 a.m. 703-817-1770
or www.st-andrew.org.
Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, 8304 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield, offers casual worship services on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
featuring contemporary music. More
traditional services take place on Sunday mornings at 8:15 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School is from 9:45-10:45 a.m.
for children and adults. The church also
offers discussion groups for adults. 703451-5855 or www.poplc.org.
RCIA, Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is for people interested
in becoming Catholic or learning about
the Catholic Church.
RCIA classes are held on Tuesdays
beginning September 15 and continuing
through April. The classes are usually
from 7:30 pm until 9:00 pm and they
meet in the Guadalupe Room in the Parish Hall, 3700 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax.
A group will begin meeting every
Wednesday starting September. Sessions are in the Old Parish Hall. All are
welcome. Contact Carolyn Smith at 703273-5369
or
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Holiday
Calendar
Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or
call 703-778-9416. The deadline is the
Friday prior to the next paper’s publication at noon. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

ONGOING
Springfield Town Center Toy Drive
through Dec. 24 located at 6500
Springfield Mall, Springfield.
Springfield Town Center is
partnering with America’s Adopt A
Soldier Foundation to sponsor a Toy
Drive to gather new toys to be
donated to children undergoing
treatment at Walter Reed Medical
Center.
Please bring new toys to the bin located
next to Guest Services, on the Lower
Level near Starbucks to donate and
bring joy to a child struggling with
illness during this Holiday Season.
6500 Springfield Mall, Springfield.
Burke Farmers Market will be open
Saturdays 8 a.m. - noon until
December 17, 2016 http://
www.vdacs.virginia.gov/vagrown/
pdf/producechart.pdf
Bob Brown Puppets Holiday Show
10:30 a.m. Old Town Hall, 3999
University Dr, Fairfax. Join the City
of Fairfax every Monday morning at
10:30am for Funday Monday.
Funday Monday will offer a variety of
children’s activities and
entertainment in Old Town Hall.
Admission: Free. Sponsored by the
City of Fairfax Commission on the
Arts. 703-385-7858
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts
‘Storytime & Craft’ at lucy
Activewear Every Friday in
December at 10:30 a.m. lucy
Activewear 11899 Grand Commons
Avenue, Fairfax. An opportunity to
get holiday shopping done in peace.
lucy Activewear will be hosting
‘Storytime & Craft.’ This event is
appropriate for ages 3-8. Please sign
up.
Bull Run Festival of Lights and
Holiday Village Nov. 23 - Jan. 8
7700 Bull Run Dr. Centreville. Every
year from Thanksgiving until just
after New Year’s Day the Bull Run
Festival of Lights will be in session. A
2.5 mile stretch will be illuminated
by holiday light displays. The festival
happens annually at Bull Run
Regional Park in Centreville, Virginia.
Drive the festival route from the
comfort of your car; turn out your
headlights and just follow the
magical glow. After viewing the
lights, bring your family and friends
to the holiday village to enjoy rides,
refreshments, and of course, photos
with Santa Claus. The cost of driving
through the light show is Mon-Thurs,
$15 per car ; Fri-Sun & Holidays, $20
per car (vans w/ 15-34 people and
motorcoaches cost extra - visit
website for details) Want to avoid the
crowds? Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays are our busiest nights.
Please take advantage of the Monday
through Thursday discounted price
and avoid a long wait.
Children’s Theatre: “A Magical
Christmas” Saturdays through Dec.
22, 1 p.m. Workhouse Arts Center,
9601 Ox Road, Lorton.A children’s
theatre performance for the holidays.
There’s something not right in the
town of Believe. Santa hasn’t stopped
there for many years; in fact he
doesn’t even know the place exists!
Joy’s grandfather decides to do
something about it and make sure
that this year’s Christmas will be the
most magical ever. Appropriate for
all ages. Concessions available in
lobby before the performance and at
intermission. Cost: $8 children, $12
adults. workhousearts.org Cost: $8
children, $12 adults.

Photo courtesy of The Hub Theatre

Rex Dougherty and Daven Ralston in Hub Theatre’s
production of ‘The Magi.’ Performances will take place
from Dec. 2-18 at The New School, 9431 Silver King
Court, Fairfax. Show times: Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays
at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets: $20-$30. Call 1-800-494-8497 or visit
www.thehubtheatre.org

Photo by Chip Gertzog/Courtesy of Providence Players

Photo contributed

On Saturday Dec.17 the Fishburne Military School will
host an Education Fair from 9 - 1 p.m. at the Marriott at
Fair Oaks 11787 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax.
Fishburne Military School invites students and their
families to stop by to learn more about the benefits of a
military school education. Admission: Free.
www.fishburne.org
Senior Line Dancing 1 - 2 p.m. Little
RIver Glen Senior Center 4001
Barker Ct, Fairfax. Line Dancing is a
gentle, social form of aerobic activity.
Studies have shown it aids in
warding off Alzheimer’s disease. No
previous experience needed. Cost: $5
per 8 week session.
barbriba@hotmail.com 703-524-3739
Fairfax Rotary Club Meeting.
12:15-1:30 p.m. Mondays. American
Legion, 3939 Oak St., Fairfax.
Meetings with luncheon and
program. fairfaxrotary.org.
Carolina Shag. Wednesdays. 6:30-10
p.m. Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.
FUN-Exercise. Thursdays, noon-12:50
p.m. Grace Presbyterian Church
Family Room, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Inova certified exercise
instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current
events conversation. Muscle, Balance,
Strength Training using stretch bands
and weights both standing and
seated exercises. Instructor donation
is $5. moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703499-6133.
EXERCISE PROGRAM Mondays and
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. year-round at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Rd. Fairfax. The exercises
are for strength, balance and
maintaining limberness. Contact
SCFB office at 703-426-2824 for
more information.
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Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe).
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you
always want to converse in Hebrew?
Join Na’ama each week for
conversational Hebrew. You will
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun
and interactive way while learning
more about Israel. Free, however we
ask that you try to attend regularly.
RSVP Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.
Smoke Free Bingo (with breaks for
smoking friends). 7 p.m. Every
Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire
Department, 4081 University Drive,
Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot.
www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638.
English Conversation Groups
weekly at George Mason, Burke
Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice
and improve your English. Day and
start times vary. Visit: https://
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp
First Sunday Jazz Brunch 11 - 2
p.m. Recurring monthly on the 1st
Sunday at Bazin’s on Church 111
Church St N.W., Vienna. Enjoy
brunch accompanied by the soft jazz
sounds of Virginia Music Adventure.
Visit: http://www.fxva.com/listing/
bazins-on-church/1686/
Stories From Strawberry Park 10 11 a.m. Tuesdays in Mosaic Strawberry Park 2910 District
Avenue, Fairfax. Enjoy a live
interactive performance each week

The Herdman kids in Providence Players production of
‘The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.’ From left — front:
Jack Wright who plays Ralph, Aerial Indirisano as Ollie,
Nora Rice who plays Imogene; back - Gavin Friel as
Claude, Erika Friel who plays, Gladys, Kashvi Ramani as
Loretta. Shows will take place from Dec. 9 to Dec. 18 at
James Lee Community Center Theater, 2855 Annandale
Road, Falls Church. Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 2 p.m. matinees
on Dec. 17 and 18, 2016. Tickets on-line at
www.providenceplayers.org or call 703-425-6782.
taught by a group of unique
storytellers. For ages 10 and under.
Held outside in Strawberry Park. In
inclement weather and October
through April, storytime will be held
in Angelika Film Center. Recurring
weekly on Tuesday. Visit: http://
www.fxva.com/listing/mosaicdistrict/2326/

THURSDAY/DEC. 15
$5 Jewelry and Accessory Sale
INOVA Fair Oaks Hospital Auxiliary 8
- 4 p.m. In the Hospital Atrium 3600
Joseph Siewick Dr, Fairfax. All
proceeds benefit Inova Fair Oaks
Hospital. This sale is Open to the
Public. Credit Card or Cash will be
accepted.

teenpregnancyresource@gmail.com
Family Fun Movie Nights – The
Secret Life of Pets 7 p.m.
Sherwood Community Center, 3740
Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. Looking
for something FREE and fun for your
family to do on a Friday night? How
about a family-friendly movie on the
new state-of-the-art big screen? Each
movie is rated PG. An adult must
accompany anyone under the age of
14.
“Britepaths” Food Drive at Family Fun
Nights. Britepaths is a volunteerbased organization that identifies
and addresses the unmet
fundamental needs of Fairfax area
residents. Food can be dropped off at
the Sherwood Center on the evening
of the Family Fun Nights between 7 9 p.m.

FRIDAY/DEC. 16
Two Percent Teen Pregnancy
Center Holiday Kick Off Event 6
- 11 p.m. The Bungalow Alehouse
2840 Prince William Pkwy,
Woodbridge. Be ready for an evening
filled with food, drinks, music,
dancing, and vendors for those last
minute Holiday gifts, desserts,
games, silent auction and so much
more. Dress is black tie/holiday best.
Perfect for date night or just an
evening with the girls. Tickets are
avaliable at https://
www.eventnation.co/event/
TPPHoliday.
To learn more about this new teen
pregnancy initiative visit Two Percent
Project’s website at
www.twopercentproject.org or
contact them via email at

SATURDAY/DEC. 17
Fishburne Education Fair 9 - 1 p.m.
Marriott at Fair Oaks 11787 Lee
Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax.
Fishburne Military School comes to
Fairfax. FMS invites students and
their families to stop by to learn
more about the benefits of a military
school education. Admission: Free.
www.fishburne.org
Celtic Holiday Concert &
Candlelight Carols 4:30 p.m. St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 6509
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Celtic
musicians playing hammered
dulcimer, accordion, harp-guitar,
Irish flute, guitar; with the St.
Andrew’s choirs. Reception follows;

See Calendar, Page 9
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Calendar

THE REGIONAL VETERINARY
REFERRAL CENTER

From Page 8

SUNDAY/DEC. 18

CATSCAN/MRI
DERMATOLOGY

Santa, Mrs. Claus, Frosty and reindeer were joined by
Fairfax County supervisors and Police Department
motorcycle officers after visiting schools around the
county as part of a toy donation campaign on Dec. 13.

INTERNAL MEDICINE
NEUROLOGY
ONCOLOGY
PATHOLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY
RADIATION
ONCOLOGY
RADIOCAT
SURGERY

Mounted FCPD officers
escort Santa to Fairfax County
Public Schools.

MONDAY/DEC. 19
Bob Brown Puppets Holiday Show
10:30 a.m. Old Town Hall, 3999
University Dr, Fairfax. Join the City
of Fairfax every Monday morning at
10:30am for Funday Monday.
Funday Monday will offer a variety of
children’s activities and
entertainment in Old Town Hall.
Admission: Free & Parking.
Sponsored by the City of Fairfax
Commission on the Arts. 703-3857858 www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts

EMERGENCY/
CRITICAL CARE

Sleigh Ride

WE LOVE THEM LIKE YOU DO

703.451.8900
703.451.3343 FAX
Photo by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Christmas Bird Count 7 a.m. - noon
Birders of all skill levels are invited to
participate in the 35th Annual
Manassas-Bull Run Christmas Bird
Count, sponsored by the Audubon
Society of Northern Virginia (ASNV).
Cost: Free. www.audubonva.org
Special Holiday Service at Historic
Pohick Episcopal Church 10
a.m. 9301 Richmond Hwy
Lorton. This service originated in
Victorian England in the 1880s as a
series of scripture readings
interspersed with Advent and
Christmas carols, hymns and choral
anthems, tracing God’s love from the
creation of man and woman in the
Garden of Eden, through the
annunciation and birth of the Christ
Child. http://www.pohick.org/

CARDIOLOGY

Photo Contributed

childcare provided. Admission: Free.
703-455-2500. www.standrews.net
Christmas, Candles, and a Chorus
- The City of Fairfax Band & The
Fairfax Choral Society Ticket holders
will be admitted, starting at 6:15
p.m. After 6:45 p.m. non-ticket
holders will be admitted to take
unclaimed seats. Fairfax High School,
3501 Rebel Run, Fairfax. Get your
tickets early for Fairfax’s most
popular holiday concert, presented
free by the City of Fairfax Band and
the Fairfax Choral Society Adult
Chorus. This annual tradition
entertains capacity crowds with
sacred and secular musical offerings
that make Christmas in Fairfax
special. Pre-concert activities include
a chance for kids to give Santa Claus
their last-minute Christmas lists.
Admission: Free, but tickets are
required - and they go fast. Visit
fairfaxband.org

6651 BACKLICK ROAD
S P R I N G F I E L D , VA 2 2 1 5 0

VETREFERRALCENTER.COM
RVRC@EROLS.COM
OPEN 24 HOURS 365 DAYS A YEAR

Santa surprised children all over Fairfax County by
visiting schools on Dec. 13, driving a Fairfax County
Police Department motorcycle.

TUESDAY/DEC. 20
Fairfax High School Winter
Concert 7 p.m. Fairfax High School,
3501 Rebel Run, Fairfax. Fairfax
High School Choral and Orchestra
Department present a performance of
Christmas tunes. Bring an unwrapped
gift for a child to donate to the Toys
for Tots drive. Cost:Free 703-2192355; fhschorus.net

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 21
Person Centered Dementia Care 1
p.m. Insight Memory Care Center,
3953 Pender Drive, Suite 100,
Fairfax. Keeping their current
abilities in mind, join us for this free
class to learn ways to keep your
loved one active and engaged in
personalized activities. Contact
Christi Clark,
christi.clark@insightmcc.org, 703204-4664, InsightMCC.org.
Blue Christmas at Sydenstricker
United Methodist Church. 7:30
p.m. 8508 Hooes Road, Springfield.
A Blue Christmas service is a special
time when we can remove ourselves
from the hustle of Christmas and
share some quiet time for reflection.
It is especially dedicated to those
who may not enjoy the season or find
joy in this season because of loss or
illness or depression. Do you feel
more like sitting in a chair than
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

celebrating and partying? Maybe this
is the first Christmas after losing
someone significant in your life or
having gone through significant life
changes. The Blue Christmas service
is for you. It is a time of reflection
with music, candles, and prayer to
help us get through the darkest night
of the year. Cost: Free. 703-4518223. Sydenstrickerumc.org

SUNDAY/DEC. 25
5th Annual Christmas Day Giving
Back Event 1 - 5 p.m. Kilroys
Ravensworth Shopping Center 5236
Port Royal Road, Springfield.
Volunteers needed join us in saying
thank you to our veterans and
deployed service members for their
service and sacrifices. We will be
packing care packages and letters to
our veterans.
www.americasadoptasoldier.org

Plan Ahead Events
SATURDAY/DEC. 31SUN/JAN. 1, 12:30 A.M.
Atlaa New Year’s Eve Tennis Party
7 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. Fairfax Racquet
Club 9860 Lee Highway, Fairfax. The
Fairfax Racquet Club invites you to
play singles/ doubles tennis with all
levels welcome to participate. ATLAA
is offering healthy dinner, soft drinks,
and a Champagne Toast for New
Year. You may bring your own beer/
wine if you would prefer to do so.

TUESDAY/JAN. 3
S.T.E.A.M. 2 p.m. Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math. Each
month we will focus on one of these

subjects with stories and activities
appropriate for preschoolers. Age 4-5
with adult. Visit: http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 4
Read Build Play 10:30 a.m. Let’s read
a story, build with DUPLOs, and play
with friends! Have fun with your
little one while building early literacy
skills. Age 3-5 with adult child
minder. Visit: http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/
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HomeLifeStyle

Photos by Greg Hadley

The changes increased natural light. A south-facing trapezoidal-shaped
window in the dining room provides a hilltop view of the neighborhood.

Steve and Louise Brooks of Arlington wanted a primary living area that
would serve a multitude of purposes, including a place for frequent
gatherings of friends and family. A new space plan introduced by Sun
Design Remodeling proved out in a holiday fete for 50 guests held this
past Saturday.

Open Floorplan Eases Entertaining
Open house helps
homeowners looking
for ideas.
By John Byrd
t’s one thing to talk a good game;
quite another to put your ideas to the
test by inviting a long list of perceptive critics to inspect your wares.
“We like to see how well our plans work
first hand whenever we can,” Bob Gallagher
said, as he describes a holiday tour his home
remodeling firm held at one of this client’s
homes last Saturday.
“Our designers spend a lot of time conferring with clients on specific needs and
learning from case histories — but what
really counts is seeing your plan in action.
A holiday tour is a test drive, but it’s also a
chance to explore ideas, brainstorm on
breaking trends — and just enjoy being
around people who are enjoying what we
create.”
Case in point, the Arlington home of Steve
and Louise Brooks.
Two years ago, the Brooks hired Sun Design to convert the primary living area of
their raised rambler into space that would
serve a multitude of purposes, including a
place for frequent gatherings of friends and
family.
Last weekend, the remodeler hosted an
open house for anyone who wanted to see
how their freshly-minted new space plan
would perform under real life home entertainment conditions.
There were about 50 visitors in all. Standing in one corner, one could see fluidly organic pockets of revelers — but all flows
smoothly, a far cry from the past.
In the past, one’s guests were usually in
another room.
The original small kitchen with its adjacent living room and dining room actually

I

The new makeover features welldefined appreciably private activity
zones within a warm ambiance that
affords sight-lines in all directions.
A granite-surfaced food preparation island and dining counter now
facilitates the easy circulation needed for entertaining; the “built-in”
was custom-designed to support a wide-range of storage, cooking and
clean-up requirements.
felt crowded whenever the head-count exceeded six or seven.
The eight-foot ceiling and small-scale
windows didn’t help either; ditto, the
“builder grade” interior finishes and restricted space-use options.
“We’re a host site for our church, so we
wanted a place that would allow us to comfortably meet with friends,” said Louise
Brooks. “We just weren’t at all sure how to
make that happen within our existing floor
plan.”
Fortunately, Gallagher and team knew the
way. In fact, Gallagher notes that there’s
been something of a revolution in how
homeowners are now configuring living
space: Emergent interior design styles now
allow for well-articulated activity zones integrated into a visually distinctive spatial
continuum. “The end result feels generously-sized, yet unified.”
To effect the changes Brooks sought, Sun
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Design concentrated on strategic improvements inside the envelope of the existing
structure: a nearly 800-square-foot great
room was formed by eliminating walls separating the kitchen, dining room, living room
and foyer; to create the 14-foot cathedral
ceiling, the new interior incorporated a seldom-used attic.
A granite-surfaced food preparation island and dining counter now facilitates the
easy circulation needed for entertaining; the
“built-in” was custom-designed to support
a wide-range of storage, cooking and cleanup requirements.
The plan also increased natural light. A
south-facing trapezoidal-shaped window
provides a hilltop view of the neighborhood.
Distinctive finish work details delineate key
activity zones within a warmly cohesive
ambiance that features sight-lines in all directions.
Meanwhile, back at the tour, Bob

Gallagher is talking to a drop-in guest about
how the new space is used on an everyday
basis.
“It works extremely well,” he said. “The
open plan allows people to happily pursue
different tasks within the same continuum
without loss of personal space. You have
privacy, but you’re in eye-contact. It’s a very
popular trend.”
Gallagher also stresses the value of an
open house to homeowners looking for
ideas.
“We’ve been doing tours of newly remodeled homes for about 10 years,” he said.
“We’ve found that the open houses often
become neighborhood meet-up opportunities where people naturally start exploring
matters of mutual interest.”
Sun Design Remodeling frequently sponsors tours of recently remodeled homes as
well as workshops on home remodeling topics. Headquartered in Burke, the firm recently has a second office in McLean. For
information, call 703-425-5588 or visit
www.SunDesignInc.com.
John Byrd (byrdmatx@gmail.com) has been
writing about home improvement for 30 years.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
Police Chief’s Cruiser Hit by Drunken Driver
By Fallon Forbush
The Connection

F

airfax County Police Department
Chief Col. Edwin Roessler Jr. was
rear-ended by a drunken driver
in Centreville on Monday night,

Dec. 12.
Roessler experienced minor injuries and
was taken to Inova Fair Oaks Hospital for
evaluation and treatment. He was released
later in the night and was back to work the
following morning.
A 40-year-old Centreville woman, who
was driving the Nissan SUV that struck
Roessler’s unmarked police cruiser, a 2017
Ford Explorer, was arrested at the scene. A
passenger in her SUV, a 48-year-old man,
was released at the scene of the accident.
The driver was taken to the Fairfax
County Adult Detention Center in Fairfax
where she was charged with a DWI. She
was released the following morning on
Tuesday, Dec. 13.
Roessler was driving southbound on Lee
Highway around 8:40 p.m. when he
stopped for a red light at the intersection
of Stone Road when he was struck.
While he was waiting for the traffic light
to turn green, he was thinking about getting home to eat dinner and later going to
pick up one of his children from the airport
who was flying home for the holidays,

in traffic waiting for the light.”
He immediately approached the SUV to
see if the driver and her passenger were OK.
“I went and checked on them and asked
them if they were injured,” he said. “They
said, ‘No.’
He then reported the crash to dispatchers.
It was then that he started experiencing
a headache and pain in his back and legs.
He told reporters that he had replacement
surgery on his left hip on Aug. 30 and was
afraid that he was experiencing complications.
“I was kind of in shock,” he said. “I didn’t
FCPD Chief Col. Edwin Roessler Jr.
feel anything and as I sat [in the cruiser]
spoke about the accident at a press … I started getting a headache, and my back
conference the following afternoon started tightening and my legs started
cramping.”
at the Fairfax County Government
Center in Fairfax on Tuesday, Dec.
Though he feels “very sore,” he thanked
13. He had strong words for drivers: God that he was OK. “The X-rays were good,
CAT scan’s good … just glad for my health.”
“Drinking and driving don’t mix …
Spend a little money and plan. Take
He said that it could have been a differa taxi. Don’t get behind a wheel.
ent story had he not worn his seatbelt.
You’re going to kill someone.”
“If I wasn’t buckled in, I don’t think I
would be here,” he said.
He had serious words for drivers, espeRoessler said at a press conference the following afternoon.
cially during the holidays when there are
“It was a very long day … That’s all I was parties and festivities going on.
“Drinking and driving don’t mix … Spend
thinking about and the next thing I know,
I’m being jolted real hard,” he said. “It took a little money and plan,” he said. “Take a
me a few seconds to realize that I was just taxi. Don’t get behind a wheel. You’re gorear-ended at full speed while I was stopped ing to kill someone.”

FCPD Chief Col. Edwin Roessler
Junior’s unmarked police
cruiser, a 2017 Ford Explorer,
was rear-ended.

According to police, a Centreville
woman’s Nissan SUV struck
Roessler while he was stopped
at a red light at the intersection
of Lee Highway and Stone Road
in Centreville.

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee
10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Select your
products from
our Mobile
Showroom
and Design
Center
Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

703-999-2928

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Fairfax Connection ❖ December 15-21, 2016 ❖ 11

People

Suhad Keblawi Receives the
Cueing Leadership Award
uhad Keblawi received the Cueing
Leadership Award at the National
Cued Speech Association 50th Anniversary Gala Dinner. This award is given for
leadership in activities that impact the use
and awareness of Cued Speech.
Keblawi, of Fairfax, has been cueing for
more than 30 years with her deaf son. In
the spring of 1984 her late husband, Dr.
Feisal Keblawi, met Dr. Cornett and became
excited about beginning Cued Speech with
their 4 year old son. Dr. Cornett invited
them to his home on a Saturday so Suhad
could learn about cueing. He showed them
numerous videos; one showed a mother
cueing as she asked her young son if he
wanted Mozzarella and Parmesan on his
pasta.
Right then and there Suhad decided: “Yes!
That’s it. I want to be able to do that with
Nabeel.” Nabeel loved cheeses and had a
very discriminating taste for them, and
Suhad knew that with Cued Speech she
could tell him all the names of cheeses he
liked instead of just signing yellow or white
cheese.
Later, Nabeel became an avid reader and
excelled in his schooling. A favorite memory
is Nabeel as young teen sitting with his dad
and discussing the subject of quantum physics after reading the book Timeline. Feisal
assisted Dr. Cornett in the development of
Arabic Cued Speech; Suhad later completed
it and updated the chart, created follow up
materials and mentored other families in
its use.
Suhad has become a valued professional
in multiple roles locally and at the state and
national levels. For more than 20 years, she
has been the Lead Cued Language

S

Photo contributed

Left, Suhad Keblawi of Fairfax
receiving the Cueing Leadership
Award at 50th Anniversary Dinner.
Transliterator for the Fairfax County Public
Schools. She is a NCSA-Certified Instructor
(InsCert) and a Trainer with Language Matters, Inc. She is a presenter at a variety of
conferences around the United States and
taught Cued American English classes at
Northern VA Community College and currently teaches at other community venues.
Suhad is the Virginia state grant coordinator for securing funds for ongoing
transliterator training. She is an NCSA
Board Member and a 50th Anniversary committee member. Suhad is a leader and model
who inspires, comforts, and brings the Cued
Speech community together.
Cued Speech is a mode of communication that provides full access to the spoken
language for children who are deaf. The
NCSA champions effective communication,
language development and literacy through
the use of Cued Speech. As an organization,
they believe that every child who is deaf
and hard of hearing should have full access
to the language of the home.

Week in Fairfax

Route 123 Road Closure,
Detour to Begin in Mid-January
As part of the ongoing Northfax project,
northbound Route 123/Chain Bridge
Road will be closed between Fairfax Boulevard (Route 29/50) and Eaton Place
beginning in mid-January 2017.
Traffic on northbound Chain Bridge
Road will be directed to turn right onto
Fairfax Boulevard, then left on Eaton
Place, before returning to Chain Bridge
Road. Northbound Chain Bridge Road
traffic will have access to I-66.
This detour is scheduled to continue
through late December 2017.
Southbound Chain Bridge road will remain open.
However, beginning in late July 2017,
a lane shift will be in place on southbound Chain Bridge Road between Orchard Street to Fairfax Boulevard. This
lane shift is scheduled to continue
through late December 2017.
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The city has posted signage on Chain
Bridge Road and Fairfax Boulevard announcing this detour. Drivers are encouraged to subscribe to Fairfax City Alert to
receive road construction alerts via text
and email. Additionally, notices have
been posted on the city website; on
Cityscreen-12, the city television station;
and in the Cityscene, the city monthly
newsletter.
The Northfax project will provide road
improvements and pedestrian accommodations, as well as eliminate roadway
flooding, at the intersection of Route
123/Chain Bridge Road and Fairfax Boulevard. Construction will be completed
in summer 2018. Information:
www.northfax.com, 703-385-7810.
Watch the public outreach presentation
on the Northfax project on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/YyFBU_OVvaA.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Employment

Jr. Kindergarten Team Teacher
Kiddie Country Developmental Learning Center,
Burke, Virginia
kiddiecountryii@aol.com
Fax: 703-644-0073 Phone: 703-644-0066
Kiddie Country is accepting applications for a
co-teaching position in one of our Jr. Kindergarten
programs. 6-8 hours per day, M-F. Applicant must
have a degree in Early Childhood or Elementary
Education. Team teachers will work together to
appropriately conduct aplanned semi-structured
program supported by a curriculum specialist. Please
apply if you are caring, motivated and committed to
high quality education for preschool learners.
Applicants are invited to call Kiddie Country directly
for further information or an appointment. EOE

703-778-9411
Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Wednesday 11 a.m.

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
Newspapers & Online

CLAS SIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 .................... Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 .................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 .................... Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 .................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Classified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE
Rose Florist Inc., trading as
Rose Florist, 11211 Lee Hwy
Ste E, Fairfax, VA 22030.
Sanda DiPaolo, M.D.
The above establishment is
applying to the
To make an appointment or
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
To request medical records, please contact:
ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)
703-356-7868
for a Wine and Beer Off
Premises
3025 Hamaker Court, Suite 360
license to sell or
Fairfax, VA 22031
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.Zobair Farzana,
To move your records to a provider
owner
Outside our network, customary fees apply.
NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must
be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishdate of the first of two
21 Announcements 21 Announcements ingrequired
legal notices.
Objections should be
LEGAL NOTICE
registered at
According to the Lease by and between Karen Andrews (of
www.abc.virginia.gov or
unit 3123) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, as800-552-3200.
signs and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods
contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to
contain: exercise bike, furniture, boxes, ect. Items will be sold
or otherwise disposed of on Friday December 16, 2016 @
12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.
LEGAL NOTICE
Inova Medical Group OB/Gyn Merrifield welcomes

101 Computers

703-778-9411
Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon
101 Computers

HDI

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995
➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038
Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com
21 Announcements 21 Announcements

According to the Lease by and between Lina Chovil (of unit
4075) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns
and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to
contain: bags, suitcases, boxes, clothes, sewing machine, ect.
Items will be sold or otherwise disposed of on Friday December 16, 2016 @ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030
to satisfy owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
Zone 4: Centre View North
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Centre View South
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
The Burke Connection
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Vienna/Oakton
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Connection
Lorton Connection
The McLean Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Great Falls
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Connection

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

For a free digital sub-

Classified

703-778-9411

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe
Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Bulletin Board

Home & Garden

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton
ELECTRICAL

connectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL

Recessed Lighting
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Office 703-335-0654
Computer Network Cabling
Mobile 703-499-0522
Service Upgrades
lektrkman28@gmail.com
Hot Tubs, etc…

GUTTER

GUTTER

703-778-9411

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon
CONTRACTORS.com

LANDSCAPING

A&S CONSTRUCTION
SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal
Hauling.

703-863-7465
LAWN SERVICE

Do what
you can, with
what you have,
where you are.
-Theodore
Roosevelt
LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

GUTTER CLEANING

703-912-6886

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
Landscaping & Construction

lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

HANDYMAN

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services
Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing •
Bathroom Renovation • Ceramic Tile •
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.

www.rclhomerepairs.com

IMPROVEMENTS

INS.

IMPROVEMENTS

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

PAVING

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
703-250-6231

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

TILE/MARBLE

TILE/MARBLE

BATHROOM
REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

TREE SERVICE

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,
drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience – Free estimates

703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Send notes to the Connection at connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or call 703-778-9416.
The deadline for submissions is the Friday prior to publication. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

SUNDAY/DEC. 25
5th Annual Christmas Day Giving Back
Event 1 - 5 p.m. Kilroys Ravensworth Shopping
Center 5236 Port Royal Road, Springfield.
Volunteers needed join us in saying thank you to
our veterans and deployed service members for
their service and sacrifices. We will be packing
care packages and letters to our veterans.
www.americasadoptasoldier.org

TUESDAY JAN. 24
ESL Classes Begin on January 24 in Fairfax
and Clifton
Lord of Life Lutheran Church will offer beginning,
intermediate and advanced ESL classes at their
Fairfax and Clifton locations. The course will
take place between January 24 and April 6,
2017 on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 7:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Lord of Life Lutheran
Church located in Fairfax at 5114 Twinbrook
Road and in Clifton at 13421 Twin Lakes Drive.
The registration deadline is Thursday, January
19, 2017. There is a registration fee of $15 and
the text book costs $25. For more information,
please visit: www.lordoflifeva.org or call (703)
323-9500.

rides and match an available driver for each
request. If you can volunteer your time, please
contact the SCFB office at 703-323-4788.
Four Free Private Well Owner Webinars to
be Held in October one-hour webinars for
household water well owners will be held in
October on the subjects of addressing methane,
iron and manganese, fluoride, and water
treatment system maintenance by the National
Ground Water Association (NGWA). To register
visit: http://www.wellowner.org/well-ownerwebinars/
Basic Disaster Response Skills Free
Training Monday Nov. 7 at the Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Academy. There are two
sessions each week on Mondays and
Wednesdays that run until December 7. The
class is 28 hours in length, plus the final
practical exercise. CERT training is free of
charge and basic gear is provided. The minimum
requirements to participate in CERT training at
any level is that residents be 16 years of age or
older, and either be a Fairfax County resident,
or work in the county. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/cert/cert.htm

Reminder Crime Prevention – Please contact
the Fairfax County Police Department at 703691-2131 (non-emergency) to report ANY
suspicious activity, no matter how small or
insignificant it may seem at the time. It is better
if police reports can be called in while the
suspicious activity is in progress to the extent
possible.

Burke Lake Seniors Golf League seeks
members. Interested golfers are invited to join
the Burke Lake Seniors Golf League. Must be 55
and older, enjoy playing golf, meeting new
people and having an all–-around good time.
Reserved tee times on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings at the Par 3 Burke Lake Golf Course
on Ox Road. Annual dues for the season – April
1 through October 31 – are $20 plus green fees.
For more information, call Charlie Ryan 703690-4227.

Volunteers Needed as Drivers & Office
Workers Drivers are needed for trips Monday Friday to medical appointments and Companion
Shopping within the Fairfax/Burke area.
Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke serves those
50+ and who no longer drive. Office Workers
are needed to answer phones in the SCFB office
(Monday - Friday) of individuals requesting

The Northern Virginia Long Term Care
Ombudsman Program needs volunteer
advocates for residents in nursing homes and
assisted living facilities. Contact Lisa Callahan at
703-324-5861, TTY 711 or email
Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov. Also visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/olderadultservices/
ltcombudsman/

ONGOING

School Notes
Send notes to the Connection at south@
connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-9416.
Deadline is Friday. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.
Katherine Hough, Fairfax Station, has been
awarded the Boeing Scholarship for outstanding
academic achievement in the Volgenau School of
Engineering at George Mason University.
Vocal musicians from 12 Fairfax County
public schools have been named to the Virginia
Honors Choir for 2016. This select choir is open
only to the top 125 singers from around the Commonwealth of Virginia, and is the highest honor a
choir student can attain during his or her high
school career. Thirty-one Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) students were selected for the
choir, and five students were named as alternates.
The choir will perform at the Virginia Music Educators Association (VMEA) convention to be held
at the Omni Homestead Resort in Hot Springs, Nov.
17-19. FCPS students named to the 2016 Virginia
Honors Choir include the following students from
our area schools: Woodson High School:
Megan Humes, Caroline Grass, Jacob Lamb, Lucas
Valdes, and Marc Manaloto and Hayfield Secondary School: Jessica Pressley.
Jonathan Whittington, Kathryn Herring,
Emma Zettlemoyer, of Springfield; Bridget
Ray and Kirsten Chase, of Burke; received
$2,000 scholarships from the Scholarship for Military Children Program in July 2016.
Jane Gibbins-Harding, of Springfield, was
named to the dean’s list at Bethany College for
spring 2016.
U.S. Air Force Airman Brian A. Zamfino
graduated from basic military training at Joint Base
San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.
Zamfino is the son of Joanne and Joseph Zamfino
of Springfield. He is a 2015 graduate of West
Springfield High School.
Thomas Miskimins, of Fairfax, graduated
with a master of arts, in Spring 2016 from the
University of New Haven.

Jordan Ecker, of Fairfax, is on the spring 2016
dean’s list at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities.
Caroline Dickson, of Fairfax, is on the spring
2016 dean’s list at the University of Maine-Orono.
Allison Righter Moore, and Sarah Ann Hughes
Cushing-Spiller, of Springfield, is on the dean’s list
at Hollins University, for the 2016 spring semester.
James Butler, a Lake Braddock Secondary
School graduate, was inducted into the Naval
Academy Class of 2020 on June 30, 2016.
Kyle Austin Walsh, of Fairfax, and Abigail
Lynn Lackey, of Springfield, were named to the
honors list for the 2016 spring 2016 semester at
Averett University in Danville.
Katherine Marie Hough, of Fairfax Station,
is on the dean’s list at George Mason University for
spring 2016.
Anna Kormis, of Springfield, graduated from
Emory and Henry College in spring 2016.
Kyle Austin Walsh, of Fairfax, graduated from
Averett University in June 2016. was among the
261 students to receive diplomas during Averett
University’s May 7 Commencement,
Megan R. Seymour, Megan F. Cummins,
Thomas S. Cohen, of Fairfax, Joshua D.
Harlowe, Samantha E. Kinde, Melissa A.
Schwartz, of Springfield; Sean C. Baird, of
Fairfax Station; graduated from Boston University
in spring 2016.
Helene J. Decosse, Alexis J. Fahrney, Jessica M. Ochoa, of Fairfax, are on the dean’s list
at Boston University for spring 2016.
Seth Lehman, Thet San, of Fairfax, graduated
from Furman University in spring 2016.
Luke Hartman, Natalie Heinitz, of Springfield, graduated from Manhattan College in spring
2016.
Maria Larrazabal Carrillo, of Fairfax is on
the dean’s list for May 2016 at Iowa State.
Kayse McGough of Fairfax is on the dean’s list
for May 2016 at St. Mary’s College.
Jared Rondeau of Clifton, graduated May
2016 Triple Major in Physics, Mathematics, and
Chemistry from Emory and Henry College.

Fairfax Connection ❖ December 15-21, 2016 ❖ 15

6045 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015
703-425-8000
KIM MCCLARY
703-929-8425

Carol Hermandorfer
703-216-4949

kimm@lnf.com

Life Member NVAR Top Producers

Top 1% of Agents Nationally

MANASSAS/PR WM PKWY
PRICE IMPROVED TO SELL TODAY

$489,900

MOTIVATED SELLERS ARE READY TO SEE YOUR CONTRACT!! From
the inviting front porch to the grand entry foyer, this gracious floorplan is
perfect for daily living or entertaining. Almost 4,000 sq. ft. of luxury living
space. Featuring 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, walk-out lower level w/wet bar, rec
room, media & game areas, full bath. Custom deck, patio, hot tub, irrigation
system, new roof just installed—it’s all here—hurry!!

Fairfax Station - $1,399,900
This one has it all! Pool, Barn, Car-lover's garage,
Office space, Sports Court, and Gorgeous Estate Home!

Alexandria – Belle Haven on the Green - $609,900
Beautiful brick, 3 finished level, 3 BR/3 Full Bath TH with 2 gas fireplaces. Perfect
location for commuting and meticulously cared for; don’t miss this opportunity!

Find More Information at: www.Hermandorfer.com

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

703-425-JOHN (5646)

703-615-4626

judys@LNF.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

Burke

John & Jennifer Boyce

DIANE SUNDT

jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com
www.425JOHN.com

Military Relocation Specialist

$419,900

ENJOY BEAUTIFUL LAKE VIEWS
from this 3 finished level end unit
townhome in Lake Braddock * New
kitchen with granite & SS appliances
* Fresh paint & new carpet throughout * Wood foyer & kitchen floors * 3
bedrooms * 2.5 baths * Visit
www.5556KendrickLane.com for
more information or call Judy.

Marshall

Dana-Jean LaFever
& Claudia Callis
703-609-3479 • 703-620-2790

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Associate Brokers

Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835

703-967-8700

“Working for
& Listening to YOU”
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TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

www.BillupsTeam.com

$614,900
Alexandria
$629,900 Alexandria
Kingstowne Area. Close to METRO! Traditional colonial with an Cul-de-sac Beauty! Exquisite kitchen renovation! Hardwood
floors. Master BR suite with big walk-in closet and stairway to
Inviting front porch! Beautiful fenced backyard! Large bedroom
upper level retreat. Fenced yard. Close to Ft Belvoir & METRO!
sizes! Updated kitchen & baths! Lake Community!
www.7002GreenGladeCourt.info
www.5208CalabriaCourt.info

$460,000

Beautiful 5 private acres of quiet country living * 2 Car
Garage + 3 Car Garage/Barn * Hen House, Large Garden,
Mini Vineyard * Updated Bathrooms and Kitchen * Fresh
Paint * HDWD Floors * 1 Year Home Warranty.

Aldie/Stone Ridge

$539,000

4 BR, 3.5 BA SPF in great community.
This home could have been yours.
Call Courtney 703-786-5330

Fairfax
$839,900

Beautiful
4200+ sqft
home. Updated
kitchen, new
appliances &
granite counters, new windows in 2012,
Brazilian cherry
floors, gas heat & fireplace, new granite counters in bathrooms, new carpet in bedrooms & basement, sprinkler &
security system, new washer & dryer, freshly painted, corner lot with fenced yard. Must see!

Catie, Steve & Associates
Direct: 703-278-9313
Cell: 703-362-2591
Life Members, NVAR Top Producers
Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club
Manassas
Coming
Soon

Gorgeous 2
BR/2 FBA
condo steps
from the VRE
in gated community! 9’
ceilings. LR
opens to balcony. Separate dining room. Eat in kitchen
w/granite & SS appliances. Master suite w/walk in closet,
luxury MBA w/sep shower & soaking tub. Great location,
minutes to Old Town Manassas, shopping, dining & more.
Terrific opportunity for commuters w/easy access to VRE.

NEW YEAR – NEW CAREER?
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2017 Real Estate classes now available in Burke.
For more info call Paul DiCicco at 703-503-1899
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

