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“I always remind kids the same thing,”
said Santa. “Treat others like you want
to be treated; do what mom and dad
say; play nice, share and be polite.”
Santa is with Luca, 8, and Matthew, 10,
Leonardo.

“Kids’ requests are universal,” said
Santa. “I hear requests for dolls, pup-
pies, a baby sister or brother.” Santa is
with Kayla Scorce, 5 years old.

Deck the Halls

Children gather for
Campagna Center’s
annual tradition.

By Rikkl GEORGE
GAZETTE PACKET

he Campagna Center’s version of Deck the
Halls is more than a spirited holiday song.
It is a 46-year-old classic tradition sup-

ported by many Alexandrians, friends and family,
and neighborhood newcomers.

T.C. Williams Key Club
members at Deck the
Halls: Top from left
are Nercy Paz, Emily
Rodriguez, Roxana
Ramirez and Ekua
Biney; bottom from
left are Sidrah Hamid,
Cindy Do, and
Maimona Maham.

PHOTOS BY
Rikkl GEORGE
GAZETTE PACKET

In fact, Deck the Halls is the grand finale of five
December events regarded as the Scottish Walk
Weekend. With the exception of the Scottish
Christmas Walk Parade, famous for its marching
units of Scottish clans and bagpipes, the other four
events raise funds through ticket sales, donations
and raffles to support the Campagna Center, ac-
cording to Casey Kincheloe, creative director of
Pivot Point Communications.

The lineup, which has helped raise $200,000 in
the past, includes Heather and Green where holi-
day wreaths and garlands are available for sale.
The Taste of Scotland features ale sampling and a

See CHILDREN, PAGE 20
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From Ground Up

Andrew Adkins
housing set for
redevelopment.

By VERNON MILES
GAZETTE PACKET

few blocks away from

where the Ramsey

Homes are set to be re-

developed, the Alexan-
dria Redevelopment And Housing
Authority (ARHA) has set its eyes
on the redevelopment of another
neighborhood.

The Andrew Adkins will be the
first of five ARHA properties to
undergo redevelopment into
mixed-income communities. Fol-
lowing Andrew Adkins, the
Samuel Madden, Cameron Valley,
Hopkins-Tancil and former ARHA
administrative building will un-

dergo redevelopment.

Adkins sits a block away from
the Braddock Metro Station.
Ninety affordable rental units
comprise the two city blocks in
Braddock neighborhood. On Dec.
18, ARHA launched the Adkins
Redevelopment with a public
meeting at the Charles Houston
Recreation Center. As part of the
announcement, Roy Priest, CEO of
ARHA, said they are looking for
community feedback on what a
redeveloped Adkins project should
look like.

Connie Staudinger, chief oper-
ating officer of ARHA, said the
concept for the project will be de-
veloped throughout 2017.
Staudinger said no information on
the development’s budget or
timeline will be available until a
concept for the project is formed.

SEE REDEVELOPMENT,
PAGE 20

Carpenter Shelter
Project Approved

tits Dec. 17, the City Coun-
cil approved the final plans
or the newly redeveloped

Carpenter Shelter in North Old
Town. The council approved a de-
velopment special use permit and
site plan for a multi-family resi-
dential building and homeless
shelter. The project, developed by
the Alexandria Housing Develop-
ment Corporation (AHDC), will
tear down the existing homeless
shelter and replace it with a seven-
story building that includes a new
homeless shelter and 98 units of
affordable housing. The city also
granted increased density for the
site and a loan to AHDC for up to
$7,100,000 for development of the
affordable units.

“It’s important to show up when
things go right,” said Judy
Noritake, president of the
Braddock Metro Citizen’s Coali-
tion. “This is a project that has
gone right. We're thrilled that the
development proposed fits well
into the neighborhood. This is a
use that we welcome. Carpenter
Shelter has been a neighbor of
ours for a long time. This is ex-
actly where it should be. People
of lesser means need to be where
transportation and density exists.
This is a perfect place for folks like
this to live, work, and be a part of
our community. I can’t think of a
better place in the city for this.”

— VERNON MILES
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Belle Haven

$2,299,000

Classic home recently updaoted fop-fo-bottam with high-
end finishes and master croftsman delails threughaul.
4,000 5F of living spoce with 4 en-suite bedrooms, 4.5
boths. Large double lot, spocious deck with buill-in grill-
ing station, and detached bungalow with fire pit.

Mary Ellen Rotondo 703.472.5454
www.finelivingre.com

$1,425,000

This light-filled, modern design home in Old Town's exelu-
sive SE Quadrant hos an open floar-plan with a fabulous
kitchen leading fo one of two quaint courtyards. Three
bedrooms and three-and-one-half bathrooms, including
o mosier suite with voulted ceilings.

Jessico Richardson 703.864.3438
www.JessicoRichardson.com

$699,500

Great location of a new price! Enjoy 2 bedrooms, 1.5
baths, an open concept main level, updated kilchen,
flagstone potic and fenced bockyard. Short walk o King
St Mefro ond rare off-sireet porking with 2 spoces. www.
thegoodhartgroup.com/ listings/317-n-pairick/

Sue & Allison Goodhort 703.362.3221
www.TheGoodhartGroup.com

Wellington Heights Belle Haven-Alexandria
$995,000 $964,000

Exceptional 4-bedroom, 3-bath heme in Waynewood El-
ementary School district. Mave-in ready “Heliday House”
features half-ocre londscoped gordens, gozebo, spo fub,
fenced yard, stone deck off spocious moster suite. Enor-
mouws 2-car garage and first floor family reem.

Robin Arnold 703.966.5457
www.RobinArnoldSells.com

$195,000

Wake up to o Potomoc
River view from this newly
remodeled condo with
maple, granite & 55
kitchen and new lighting
thru out.

Just south of Old Town
and ocross the river
from Mational Harbor &
MGM. Walk to Hunting-
fon Metro,

Charlene Schaper 703.217.3666
www.CS5choper.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
703.549.9292 | 109 South Pitt Street | Alexandrio, VA 22314

Chorm beyond compare! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths and
open floar plan! Home office/studio with separafe en-
trance; encrmous master suite - 3,250 square feet of
clever updotes. Sweet side porch, 2 fireploces! 2 red lights
ta Old Town!

Janet Caterson Price 703.960.5858

www. JonetPriceHomes.com

THIRD ANNUAL
WINTER CLOTHING
DRIVE

> help us help tk
\ate stay warm this

partner vith Unite
Ministr

agently

Old Town
$1,995,000

pristine Bockyard Boats

' home offers a wonderful
floor plan for everyday
living. Interior elevator,
detailed maldings, high
ceilings, hardwood floors
and 2 gos fireplaces. A
stainless-granite kilchen
and open family room is
an ideal gathering ploce.
Private patio and 2-cor
attached garage.

COATS, HATS, MITTENS & GLOVES

Where & when to drop-off:
Mon-Fri from 9-5 &
Sat-Sun from 11-4
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria

h*iwi UNITED
COMMUNITY
MINISTRIES

UCM

Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BobsBeckwith.com

At pimart of O o

LUXURY ATLANTIC COAST
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A Collaborative Future for Arts in Alexandria

City approves
Arts and Culture
Master Plan.

By VERNON MILES
GCAZETTE PACKET

orpedo Factory artists turned out
in force to the City Council meet-
ing on Dec. 17 in a show of sup-
port for the artists’ institution.
In October, the Torpedo Factory was taken
over by the city government and its leader-
ship was temporarily assigned to the Office
of the Arts. For many at the Torpedo Fac-
tory, the future of the beloved but finan-
cially troubled institution is in jeopardy.

At a Tuesday City Council meeting, dis-
cussion of the city’s Arts and Culture Mas-
ter Plan revolved mostly around one para-
graph that touched on the Office of the Arts’
expanded role following the temporary ac-
quisition of the Torpedo Factory. At that
meeting, Councilwoman Redella “Del” Pep-
per and Mayor Allison Silberberg had ex-
pressed concerns that including the line
could lead to concerns that the change was
permanent. The discussion was tabled un-
til Saturday’s meeting.

At Saturday’s City Council meeting, the
topic of the Torpedo Factory came up again
as part of the Master Plan discussion, but
there was no opposition in the public com-
ment and the disagreement on the dais
seemed to have fizzled out. During the fi-
nal approval of the plan, the City Council
and members of the public expressed sup-
port for the plan.

“It’s a flexible framework in which to ex-

PHOTO BY VERNON MILES/CAZETTE PACKET

Torpedo Factory artists rally at the Dec. 17 City Council meeting.

pand arts and cultural offerings,” said Su-
san Amber Gordon, a member of
Alexandria’s Commission for the Arts. “This
will pave the way for new collaborations as
well as collaborations with city govern-
ment.”

“With this plan informing our decisions
and actions we can focus on youth devel-
opment and neighborhood development
[within the arts],” said Kate Elkins, also a
member of the Commission for the Arts.

The Arts and Culture Master Plan estab-
lishes five goals: achieve equity, inclusion
and access for artistic and cultural endeav-
ors, facilitate opportunities for innovation

and collaboration, support and foster a sus-
tainable and diverse community of the arts,
convey and facilitate artistic and cultural
expression, and raise community awareness
of the Office of the Arts. As part of The Arts
and Culture Master Plan’s implementation,
The Office of the Arts and the Alexandria
Commission for the Arts will develop an-
nual work plans and establish task forces
to work towards yearly goals.

Some had expressed concerns that the
plan did not do enough to incorporate the
city’s historical resources or the local busi-
ness community, However, each speaker
supported the plan in general. Pepper noted

as she was looking through the plan she was
unsure how the city would meet the sweep-
ing goals of the plan until she saw that it
would include employing new staff mem-
bers to the Office of the Arts, which will be
dependent on the upcoming budgets. The
plan also calls for additional full-time em-
ployees when financially feasible to increase
programming capacity and community en-
gagement. Specifically, the plan identifies
the need for a full-time public art manager
and a full-time administrative assistant un-
der the Office of the Arts.

The City Council voted unanimous ap-
proval of the plan, with Pepper adding a
note in the minutes that the plan does not
imply or address any council decision of the
future governance of the Torpedo Factory.

Torpedo Factory artists in attendance said
they weren’t concerned about the paragraph
referencing the Office of the Arts’ tempo-
rary leadership of the center, but said they
were concerned about the decisions for the
Torpedo Factory that would come up over
the next year.

“I'm not concerned about that line,” said
Torpedo Factory artist Greenway Richard.
“But I am concerned about what’s happen-
ing in 2017 and they said they haven’t even
gotten to that.”

“There was slight concern on that, but
moreso there was concern that the imple-
mentation didn’t address the authority of
the increased Office of the Arts and how
that’s related to management and direction
versus support, “said Abby McClain, direc-
tor of the Artists Association. “The city
should support and empower artists. We're
not for or against the plan, we’ll have to
wait. It’s very broad. We want to hear more
before we officially support it.”

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

anta Claus and his chief elf were

on hand Dec. 15 as the Old Do-

minion Boat Club hosted its annual
Christmas party for special education
children from across the city.

More than 100 students with autism,
intellectual disabilities and multiple dis-
abilities attended the event, which has
been held at the club for more than 30
years.

“The Old Dominion Boat Club is so
generous every year,” said James K. Polk
special education teacher Lauren Scorse.
“They make our students so happy by
putting on a luncheon and having Santa
get off the boat and give them presents.”

ODBC member Ralph Wallace as Santa
was joined by fellow member Lucy
Godden, who handled chief elf duties in
handing out gifts to children from nine
elementary schools in Alexandria.

A Very Specil

“Ilove the boat club,” said 2nd grade stu-
dent Ali Ali, who attends James K. Polk El-
ementary.

PHOTOS BY CAROLYN BELL
Santa Claus (Ralph Wallace) hands out gifts at a
Christmas party hosted by the Old Dominion Boat
Club Dec. 15 for children with special needs. More
than 100 children from across the city attended the
annual event.

ODBC hosts party for city children.

ODBC Board of Governors member Dee
Beresford has organized the event for sev-
eral years.

“The Boat Club has had the pleasure of

Santa Claus and his chief elf (Ralph Wallace and
Lucy Godden) arrive at the Old Dominion Boat Club
Dec. 15 for the annual ODBC Christmas party for
families and children with special needs.

hosting the Children with Special Needs
Christmas Party for over 30 years,”
Beresford said. “The smiles and hugs
from the children make our hearts full.”
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Winners Named in Holiday Door Decorating Contest
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15t place — 206 N. Columbus St.

Honorable mention -
212 S. Lee St.

BULLETIN BOARD

DEC. 23-26

Schedule of Services for the 2016
Holidays

All City of Alexandria government offices
will be closed on Friday, Dec. 23, and
Monday, Dec. 26, for the holidays.

< Resource Recovery: Residential
trash and recycling collections will be
delayed by one day during the week
of Dec. 26.

Honorable mention -
414 S. Royal St.

he Old Town Walled Garden Club
announced the winners of the 49
annual Alexandria Holiday Door
Decorating Contest in the Old and
Historic District. This year’s winners are: 1% place —
206 N. Columbus Street; 2" place — 321 S. St.
Asaph Street; and 3 place — 313 N. Royal Street.
The judges gave honorable mention awards to the
homes at 114 Prince St., 213 S. Royal Street and
414 S. Royal Street, as well as the homes at 212 S.

Lee St. and 323 N. Royal St. that were winners last
year and therefore ineligible for award this year.

The first place winner at 206 N. Columbus Street
was distinguished by a double basket design filled
with bright red berries, ivy and greens. The theme
was carried to the window box with greens, berries
and matching bow.

The Williamsburg-inspired door decorations at
321 S. St. Asaph Street featured brightly colored
fruits including clementines on the wreath on the
garden gate, a fir wreath with bright red apples to
match the home’s red door pineapples and stacked
green apples on the transom above the door.

In third place,

Honorable mention -
114 Prince St.

21 place - 321 S. St. Asaph St

Honorable mention -
323 N. Royal St.

Email announcements to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Include date, time, location, description and contact for event:
phone, email and/or website. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

< Animal Shelter: The Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter will close at 2 p.m. on
Dec. 24, and remain closed until
noon on Dec. 26.

+ Health Facilities: The Alexandria
Health Department (4480 King St.)
and the Flora Krause Casey Health
Center (1200 N. Howard St.) will be
closed on Friday, Dec. 23, and
Monday, Dec. 26. The Teen Wellness
Center (3330 King St.) will also be

4 % ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE PACKET <« DECEMBER 22-28, 2016

closed on Dec. 23 and 26.

< Historic Alexandria: All Historic
Alexandria museums and other
facilities including the Historic
Alexandria Gift Shop at the Hilton
will be closed on December 25. The
Fort Ward Museum and the
Alexandria Black History museum
will be closed from Dec. 23 through
Dec. 26. All other museums will
revert to normal winter hours on

Monday, Dec. 26.

< Hotlines: All emergency hotlines
operate 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year, including the child protective
services hotline at 703.746.5800; the
domestic violence hotline at 703-746-
4911; the emergency services for
mental health or substance abuse
crisis hotline at 703-746-3401; the
adult protective services hotline at
1.888.832.3858, and the sexual

the window box
at 313 N. Royal
was attractive
with its greens,
grasses,red
berries and
pinecones. A
boxwood and
pine wreath on
the door with
simple pinecone,
berry and
pheasant feather
adornments
completed the
ensemble.

— CATHERINE
COTELL

PHOTOS
CONTRIBUTED

Honorable mention -
213 S. Royal St.

assault hotline at 703-683-7273.

< Libraries: All Alexandria Library
branches will be closed Dec. 23
through Dec. 26.

< Parking: The Alexandria Police
Department will suspend
enforcement of parking restrictions at
metered spaces, residential permit
parking districts and other areas with

SEE BULLETIN, PAGE 9
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



It’s all about getting better,
right here in Alexandria.

Offices now open in Old Town, Shirlington and Mark Center.

VIRGINIA\,/HOSPITAL

CENTER
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virginiahospitalcenter.com/alex
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Bondareff Expands Pediatric Practice

Fifty-three years
brings many changes.

By SHIRLEY RUHE
GAZETTE PACKET

our-month-old Quinn Doren wiggles her toes

and squirms on the table in the nursing area

at Pediatric Associates of Alexandria. The
nurse measures her at 24-1/2 inches, and her father
declares, “I'm getting bigger.” Onto the scale and still
smiling, Quinn weighs 13.5 pounds.

Pediatric Associates has been open barely a week
in its new location at Potomac Yard. Dr. Erwin
Bondareff, one of the two original doctors who joined
Dr. Robert Bregman in 1963, said the recent expan-
sion resulted because they could see a lot of patients
coming to their Alexandria location on
Walker Street from Arlington, and also
the new location is just a mile away
from Del Ray. Today they have 11 doc-
tors, 11 nurse

practitioners and a couple of TAs
between the two offices. Bondareff, who is 86-years
old and has been practicing for 53 years, says he
remembers when there was nothing in the Del Ray
area where he grew up. “I remember seeing National
Airport built.”

He has seen his practice change over the years.
“For one thing you have to take away their electron-
ics; even 2-3 year olds have them. And now with
Obamacare and young adults on their parents’ in-
surance, a pediatrician can cover through age 26.”

In addition, he sees a number of patients whose
parents refuse vaccines or who want to spread them
out. He said they still see these patients because they
can be in contact with the parent and can assure
stability for the child. He said, “Without vaccines we
have seen reemergence of some diseases such as
whooping cough and measles.” Quinn’s mother adds
that she got pertussis in her first year in college just
after her vaccine had worn off, “and it was terrible.”

The demographics of Bondareff’s patients have
changed as well. Bondareff says the practice used to
be community-based with a lot of railroad workers
at Potomac Yard and white-collar government work-
ers. After World War II he started to see people from
all over the country. “Now we have a large number
of Hispanics, Middle Easterners, West Africans, Ethio-
pians, Pakistanis.”

He added, “A lot of the foreign patients are more

PEOPLE
AT WORK

Four-month-old Quinn Doren is about to begin her check
up at Pediatric Associates of Alexandria with a check on
her weight and her length. Her mother says they live in
Del Ray and were very excited the office was opening

close to where they live.

Dr. Erwin
Bondareff has just
expanded Pediat-
ric Associates of
Alexandria from
his Walker Street
Office in Alexan-
dria to Potomac
Yard. Bondareff
has been practic-
ing for 53 years.

demanding. They over coddle and over indulge their
children.”

“We used to make house calls three times a day in
the early ‘70s. Now the office hours are 6 a.m.-8 p.m.
to accommodate working families. Today a working
mother came in at 6 a.m. for a regular well-baby
checkup and then headed to drop her child off at
day care.” Outside the exam room you can hear a
weak cry, a deep breath and a continued complaint.
A parent can be heard to say, “It’s OK, buddy.”

It’s Quinn’s turn to move from the nursing station
to exam room 5. “Peeing and pooping OK? Still breast
feeding? Have you started the vitamin D drops?”
Bondareff said, “While she is quiet, let’s turn off the
lights and look at her eyes.”

So far Quinn seems to be enjoying her visit to the
doctor. Bondareff moves to listen to her heart. “The
heart rate can be over 110 at this age, “ he explains.
Next he rolls Quinn over on her stomach, and she
begins to complain. Her mother interjects that
Quinn’s newest trick is to roll over so she wants to
do it herself.

Her mother asks about sleep. Bondareff said, “The
top two things I recommend are to establish a good
sleep program and read to your child.” He said, “You
would be surprised how often I see a bad sleep pat-
tern, kids still sleeping with their parents.” Her
mother says Quinn sleeps at night but naps are touch
and go. “She is afraid of missing out.” Bondareff rec-
ommends putting her in a dark room. “She will find
her own pattern.”

Today Quinn will get her DPT (diphtheria, pertus-
sis, tetanus) vaccination. “If her leg swells a little,
you can wrap up an ice cube and put it on for a little
while. If she has a fever under 100, don’t do any-
thing. If it is over 100 she can have Tylenol.”

“Now,” Bondareff said, “the worst part is coming,
but we let the nurses do that.”

\

Dr. Erwin Bondareff
checks Quinn Doren’s
heart rate as part of her
regular four-month check
up at Pediatric Associates
of Alexandria.
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By HARRY M. COVERT
GCAZETTE PACKET

globetrotting legal team

from Alexandria contin-

ues to lecture on Ameri-
can jurisprudence.

The latest adventure was at
Germany’s Humboldt Univer-
sity in Berlin.

Some 50 students and profes-
sors attended the five-day series
that began Nov. 8, the historic
election in the U.S.

This was the seventh interna-
tional lecture tour since 2012
for the veteran practitioners of
law in Northern Virginia.

The team included
Alexandria’s Joni Robin, an ex-
perienced public defender now
in private practice; Cary
Citronberg; defense attorney
Chris Leibig; and investigator
Sam Dworkin.

Dworkin is known for his ex-
pertise in psychology, law, men-
tal illnesses and neuropsychol-
ogy.

Part of the Humboldt exercise
was to conduct a mock jury with
German law students and pro-
fessors.

The Old Town lecturers used
avideo dramatization. Dworkin
played the role of a motorist

Local Legal Team
Teaches German Students

-. 'A%’E T.
. .

Officer Camero, played by private investigator
Fellman Cabero, confronts Sam Dworkin, playing a
frustrated motorist. The video dramatization por-
trayed the facts of the mock jury exercise for Berlin
law students and professors.

charged with assaulting a po-
lice officer at a traffic stop.

The officer, portrayed by ex-
Alexandria public defender in-
vestigator Fellman Cabero ver-
bally abused Dworkin. In turn
the latter balled up the traffic
summons and threw it at the
officer’s chest.

Citronberg presided as judge,
Leibig as prosecutor and Robin,
defense attorney.

The German law students
deliberated two and a half
hours as the jury, after several
hours, and found Dworkin not
guilty of assaulting the police
officer.

The Alexandria’s
learned a lot, too.

Leibig confirmed, the jury
sided with the motorist. “The
overwhelming opinion ]Jof the
Humboldt students] was that
America criminal justice is way
too harsh.” It was also noted
“barely anyone mentioned the
U.S. Election at all even though
[Donald] Trump had been
elected barely 24 hours before.”

The legal lecturers expect to
teach in Sofia, Bulgaria next
fall.

They’ve been invited for an-
other series for Humboldt law
students also in 2017.

team

ScHooL NOTES

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

Anna Balfour, Loren Gant and
Lauren Schild, all of Alexandria, were
named to James Madison University’s
president’s list for the spring 2016 se-
mester. Balfour is majoring in
interdisciplinary liberal studies. Gant is
majoring in nursing. Schild is majoring
in media arts and design.

Jodi Biermann, of Alexandria, was
inducted to Brenau University’s
(Gainesville, Ga.) Delta Mu Delta Inter-

national Honor Society in Business Ad-
ministration. Biermann is a graduate
student majoring in Human Resource
Management.

Tanner Beck and Anton
Kheirani, both of Alexandria, were
named to spring 2016 dean’s list at
Hampden-Sydney College (Hampden-
Sydney, Va.). Beck is the son of Brian
Beck of Boise, Idaho and Mrs. LeDawn
and Jeff Kissler of Alexandria. Kheirani
is the son of Mrs. Anastasia G. Albritton
of Alexandria.

SEe ScHooL NoOTEs, PAGE 8

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



PEOPLE

Sheriff’s deputies, who are the court supervisors, con-
gratulate Clerk of Courts Marion Jackson. From left are
Sgt. Larry Richardson, Capt. Shelbert Williams, Lt. Mel-
issa Josiah, and Sgt. Debra Hall.

Clerk of Courts:
Voice of Reason

By HARRY M. COVERT
AND VERNON MILES
GAZETTE PACKET

fter 16 years as a deputy,
Marion Jackson is offi-
cially Clerk of Courts in Al-

exandria General District Court.

During ceremonies on the sec-
ond floor of the Backus Court-
house, she was sworn in by Chief
Judge Becky J. Moore at noon,
Tuesday, Dec. 13 surrounded by
other judicial and courthouse of-
ficials.

Judge Donald Haddock Jr. of the
General District Court also partici-
pated.

Jackson joined the clerk’s office
in 2000 after a distinguished mili-
tary career.

“She possesses a wealth of
knowledge and experience, and
she believes in public service. We
are pleased and fortunate to have
her as our clerk of court,” Moore
said.

On hand for the swearing in
were retired Chief Judge Robert
Giammittorio, retired Judge Rob-
ert T. S. Colby and longtime cir-
cuit court clerk Edward Semonian.

Joining in the festivities were
members of the court supervisors

from the city’s sheriff’s office. They
provide security for each of the
courts — two each general district
and juvenile and domestic rela-
tions and three circuit.

The security team included
Capt. Shelbert Williams, Lt. Mel-
issa Josiah, and Sgt. Debra Hall
and Sgt. Larry Richardson.

While Jackson received acco-
lades from Moore and Haddock
she pledged: “To the judges, I
won’t let you down. I want to
promise the public, to local and
state agencies [and law enforce-
ment]... I will do everything in my
power to make this office efficient,
safe, and accommodating for you.”

Moore said, “She’s smart and
knows the court inside and out.
She’s a voice of reason in a court
desperate for it with tens of thou-
sands of cases each year. We're
very pleased to have her serve as
our Clerk of Courts.”

Haddock added: “[Marion] is
the best person you could have for
the job.”

She is the first African American
to hold this position in Alexandria.

Jackson succeeds JeAnne
Rosson who retired after 30 years
service. The new clerk resides in
Woodbridge.

Correction

In the Dec. 15 edition of the Gazette Packet, the article “Keep-
ing the Spirit Alive” incorrectly stated that Maj. Craig Moon died
in his sleep. He died at a local hospital.
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Your joumey 1o happily ever after ‘

starts right now

With peerless service up o,

during & beyond your purchase

With meticulous floor planning,
refined architecture & choice features
With a convenient logation near
Clarendon, Pentagon City & Washington, D.CGS

50 you can enjoy life= f .'-. l
cobivedbi | OVER 50% ;"
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ONE
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Carver Place - Arlington, VA
Townhomes & Townhome-Style Condominiums from the mid 36005

« Walk 1o shopping & restaurants

= 2 neighborhood ART Bus Stops, Routes 74 & 77 Stops for Metrobus Routes 164, B E, J& P and
Capital Bike Share within walking distance

+ Close to Washington, D.C., 385, the Pentagon, and the Pentagen City & Clarendon Metro Stations

5. Rolfe Street & 13th Road 3, Arlington, VA 22204

Selling off-site from: 1800 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 132, Arlington, VA 22201

(703) 596-3353 + livecarverplace.com - Open: By appointment only. Brokers Weloome *

o
@ @j c“'ml EE“ & et gster al sile and

cenriphy with podicy’ S

SHOP. SAVE. SUPPORT.

Save 50% - 90% off Retail Prices on Donated

e Kitchen & Household Appliances
¢ Furniture & Lighting Fixtures
RE PURCHASE!

¢ Home Renovation & Building Supplies
¢ Entertainment Systems & Decorative ltems
e AND MUCH MORE!

YOURENT)

Profits support Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia

it tabiat | ReStore

ReStore Alexandria: 869 S. Pickett Street « ReStore Chantilly: 4311 Walney Road

For store hours or to schedule a donation, visit www.habitatnova.org/shop-restore
f Like us on Facebook and watch for weekly deal updates!
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New Sheriff’s Depties Sworn In

The Alexandria Sheriff’s Office recently welcomed seven new deputies to
its ranks. Kelly Allen, Joshua Barnes, Michael Boyd, Lamar Gayle, Sean
Scalsky, Sahar Sherzai-Harding and Jirawat Tantiyangkul were sworn in
during a ceremony at the Alexandria courthouse on Monday, Dec. 5.
Clerk of Court Edward Semonian administered the oath of office to the
recruits and then Sheriff Dana Lawhorne invited their family members
and friends to join him in presenting them with their badges.

ASO Names Executive Director
Frank to lead search for Kluge successor.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GCAZETTE PACKET

aul A. Frank, founding principal of

Paul A. Frank Consulting, has been

named the new executive director
of the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra. He
replaces Jessica Wissner, who held the po-
sition since 2012.

Frank has experience in strategic plan-
ning and fundraising, with strengths in
community building and arts management.
Prior to establishing his consulting service,
he served as CEO of the Collingwood Li-
brary and Museum as well as executive di-
rector for the Friends of the Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center. Most recently he was the
interim executive director for the McLean
Orchestra. “Serving as the executive direc-
tor for the ASO provides a unique opportu-
nity to participate in the profound activity
of searching for and bringing on a new
music director, inject new energy and ex-
perience to the position and work with a
dedicated board of trustees that is growing
and developing,” said Frank, who is also

an accomplished musi-
cian.

Frank is active in com-
munity groups and
leadership and partici-
pates in the chambers of
commerce for Alexan-
S dria, Greater McLean,

Fairfax County and

Mount Vernon-Lee. He
is also active in the Alexandria Rotary Club
and Alexandria Arts Forum and other
groups in leadership positions. The ASO is
currently in its second year in search of a
new music director and conductor, follow-
ing the departure of Kim Allen Kluge. Kluge
was at the helm of the ASO for 28 years.
The current 73rd season for ASO is under-
way featuring guest conductors presented
at two Alexandria venues: Schlesinger Con-
cert Hall and the George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial. “My goal is to make an im-
pact,” Frank added. “It will also be satisfy-
ing to work and serve the community in
which I live.” For more information, visit
www.alexsym.org.

LNEILINOD OLOH(

Paul Frank

ScHooL NOTES

FrROM PAGE G
Nebal Maysaud, of Alexandria, re-
ceived the James Ming Prize in

Composition for outstanding achieve- teammate [ r -] T
ment at Lawrence University (Appleton, d ol ] 0
Wis.). Maysaud is the son of Anwar and and Olym- g 3
Rajaa Maysaud. pic Silver — 0
Medalist T ROYT

Heather Evans and Nandi Shakur TRAuTFOLMEE Qo
Onetu, of Alexandria, have graduated | s L EY @
from Eastern Mennonite University Stevenson. mm"mﬂiuﬂ 3
(Harrisonburg, Va.). Evans received a = o

B.A. in music. Onetu received a B.A. in
peacebuilding and development.

Troy Isley =

with

Isley Ranked #1 in U.S.

After five back-to-back days of competition
in Kansas City, Mo., T.C. Williams High School
senior and Alexandria native Troy Isley
emerged victorious at the U.S.A. Boxing Na-
tional Championship on Saturday, Dec. 10, and
was crowned the #1 National Champion in the
165-pound weight class. The tournament
served as a qualifier for the U.S. National team,
which Isley will now join, representing Team
USA in upcoming international competitions.

Soraya Farage, of Alexandria, was
initiated into the honor society Phi
Kappa Phi at George Mason University
(Fairfax, Va.).

|

Playing Secret Santa

The residents and associates of four local AvalonBay Communities, Inc.
apartment buildings volunteered to play Secret Santa for children en-
rolled in Community Lodgings’ after school program. Here, John Hassell
(left) and Angelique Hunter (right), community consultants for Avalon
Potomac Yard, read 150 children’s letters to Santa while Todd Geiwitz
(right), senior community manager, holds gifts that the residents have
purchased.

SNITTOD) SS3IH ANV[ Ad OLOH(]|

Mohammad Khalil, of Alexandria,
was named to the Davenport University
(Grand Rapids, Mich.) dean’s list for the
fall 2015 semester.

Sophia Hattery, Emma Holt,
and Joseph Kale, all of Alexandria,
were named to spring 2016 dean’s list
at Bucknell University (Lewisburg, Pa.).

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Select your
0,
; 10t o TWO POOR TEACHERS  Seectyouwr
b | past 17 years R 7. T Showroom
= :
s e and Design
Center

Mount Vernon Antique Center
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100 30

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed
Follow 'F Since 1999
us on
Facebook &

www.mivantiques.com Twitter g

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Dealers e S
Free Estimates

703-999-2928
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signed parking time limits, on Dec. 24
through Dec. 26. This suspension of
enforcement applies only to the
restrictions at legal parking spaces,
and does not permit parking in any
location normally prohibited (for
example, no parking zones, loading
zones, or spaces for persons with
disabilities).

< Recreation Centers: On Dec. 23
and 26, the Chinquapin Park
Recreation center will be open from 6
a.m. to 6 p.m., the Charles Houston
Recreation Center will be open from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and all other centers
will be closed. All recreation centers
will be closed on Dec. 24 and Dec.
25.

< Schools: The Alexandria City Public
Schools will be closed from Dec. 21
through Jan. 2.

+ State Offices: The Circuit Court,
General District Court, and Juvenile
and Domestic Relations District Court
at 520 King Street will close at noon
on Dec. 22 and remain closed
through Dec. 26. The Department of
Motor Vehicles Office at 2681 Mill
Road will be closed Dec. 23 through
Dec. 26.

Experience
the Nostalgia
of an old-time

Five & Dime Store

“If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”

LINDV ] LLIZVD) /NNVIWSITH | INNVI[ Ad OLOH{

« Transit: Alexandria Transit TOyland HOllin Hall
Company’s DASH bus service will .
Ol?ﬁr;lte OHD%SCHM until 7 p.m. Télsre Members of the Psi Nu chapter of the Omega Psi Phi fraternity deliver toys to the main Shopplng Center
W1 € Nno service on bec. . . .
On Dec. 26, DASH will operate on a !)ranch of Burke & Herbert Bank Dec.. 16 on behalf of the 26th Com{nunlty Toy Drive 7902 Fort Hunt Rd
Sunday schedule. The free King implemented by Volunteer Alexandria, the Department of Community and Human . s
Streit Trolley will hrun during itlsS Services and COPS (Community Oriented Policing Section). The fraternity contributed Alexandrla, VA 22308

t : ; ; .

fgigrllufers?pbeeiaw ggl tﬁﬁrﬁmegggeet toys collected at a rt?cent .hollday party to Burke & Herb.ert Bank. Pictured fr?m left are: 703-765-4110
Metro Station to the Waterfront, Burke & Herbert main office branch manager Anne Marie Moore, Markus Gaines, - =

from 10 a.m. to midnight on Dec. 23 Basileus for Psi Nu Chapter of the fraternity, and fraternity members LCD Brian An-

and 24, and 10 a.m. to 10:15 p.m. on . . . . .
Dec. 25 and 26. For more thony, Roger Hicks and Walter Clarke, vice president of Business Banking for Burke &

information visit www.dashbus.com Herbert Bank.
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Sometimes the best gifts
are those you can’t unwrap...
the security of knowing there is a
community of neighbors right here o

to support and encourage you. CHINESE B
At Home in Alexandria (AHA) _ LANTERN

7
FESTIVAL 2
wishes you the happiest of holidays. i

- Fald %a
il ﬁl:ﬁ“ » '{'."I?'H ,:-; . J . .=* "

hhvs@vacoxmail.com

We invite you to learn more.

www.athomeinalexandria.org
aha@athomeinalexandria.org
703.231.0824

AR

AT HOME IN
ALEXANDRIA

Helping our Alexandria neighbors remain
independent and in their own homes

T\ $25 Adults/$15 Children
¥ W5 0 ¥ D

- o G-
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OPINION
Having Fun While Reading Together

By REBECCA SKLEPOVICH

From Student, Martin

Becky and I go to the library each work, pick
out books, read together and have fun. Some
series of fiction books we have read are “Diary
of a Wimpy Kid,” “Flat Stanley,” “I Survived”
and “Captain Underpants.” We have also read
non-fiction books — “The
Guinness Book of World
Records” and books about
mysteries like the Bermuda
Triangle and UFOs. We've
even read graphic novels like “Baby Mouse.”
By reading together, I've learned lots of new
vocabulary and grown my knowledge. We've
also done lots of fun activities — we did na-
ture walks and art projects with Wright to Read,
we finished scavenger hunts at the library and
we went to the library book sale and picked
out books to take home.

MENTOR OF
THE MONTH

From Mentor, Becky
Martin has been a delight to work with over
the past year and a half. During our weekly

trips to the library, I have seen him tackle a
wider variety of books (non-fiction science,
longer chapter books) with greater confidence.
Martin’s reading has become far more expres-
sive and enthusiastic, as he adds life to the sto-
ries he reads aloud. I've also watched his vo-
cabulary, comprehension and analysis of text
accelerate over the past year.

Martin’s family is extremely supportive of his
literacy growth and they frequently take him
on trips to the library and encourage his read-
ing. At the end of last school year, Martin even
won an award at Samuel Tucker Elementary
for Most Growth in 4™ grade. 'm proud to see
all that he has accomplished and I look for-
ward to seeing how much he grows in the fu-
ture.

Additionally, Wright to Read has also been
an amazing organization to volunteer for —
there are frequent opportunities to connect
with other volunteers, and learn and share best
practices around literacy instruction. Wright
to Read also hosts a variety of activities for
students such as sports games, dinners, scav-
enger hunts and art projects.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

4 "

Rebecca Sklepovich and Martin.

Wright to Read provides volunteer-based one-on-one
sustained literacy tutoring and mentoring relationships
to City of Alexandria elementary school children in need,
and collaborates with families, schools and community
partners to create a comprehensive support network that
guides each child to success. Wright to Read is a mem-
ber of the Alexandria Mentoring Partnership (AMP).
AMP was created in 2006 to ensure that quality mentors
and mentor programs are available for Alexandria’s
youth and young adults in need. To learn more about
Wright to Read, visit www.wrighttoread.org or to learn
more about AMP, visit http://www.alexandriava.gov/
Mentoring.

Encourage
Visitors

To the Editor:

Instead of spending its energy
figuring out how to attract shop-
pers from the new MGM casino,
the city should expend more effort
considering how to keep people
coming to what is perhaps its big-

gest annual attraction, the Scottish
Walk.

This year’s walk on Dec. 3 was
flawed by a miserable lack of ad-
equate parking, an old problem
that is getting steadily worse. We
always give a reception for friends
from outside of Alexandria, urg-
ing them to use Metro and trolley
if possible, and suggesting that
they arrive early and seek parking

at the south end of Old Town. In
the past this has worked, espe-
cially for those who don’t mind
long walking.

This year it did not work. Some
of our guests, aware of this prob-
lem, just didn’t come. To our acute
embarrassment one couple parked
in desperation in a no-parking area
off Union Street, all the nearby
garages being full. Their car was

not in front of a fire hydrant or
otherwise in an area where a real
problem might have resulted, but
they got ticketed anyway.

I have a few suggestions:

< Explore allowing city garages
to accept advance bookings from
senior citizens;

« Identify parking at Jones Point
and vicinity and operate shuttle
buses to serve them;

NOW, HEPE'S A
BIZAGRE TWIST
TO OUR CLASSIC

LITTLE METAPHOR...
THE FIREAKING WOLF
JUST WON/
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< Do not schedule the Parade
of Boats on the evening of the
Walk (that was a big part of the
problem);

« Allow temporary parking in
“no parking” areas (and mark
them accordingly) where this can
be done safely. Advise the police
to go as easy as possible on ticket-
ing.

If none of the above works, con-
sider praying for authentic Scot-
tish weather.

Robert Pringle
Alexandria

Give Police
More Support

To the Editor:

It appears that almost every day
the headlines in local papers indi-
cate that a violent crime has been
committed in Alexandria. Violent
crimes are classified as those
crimes where the offender threat-
ens force upon a victim such as
murders, assaults, rapes, and
armed robberies. Seven homicides
have occurred to date, and the
number of robberies has escalated,

SEE LETTERS, PAGE I2
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NEWS

S26,000 Raised for Market2Market’s Rose Cruz

n the week since Rose Cruz,
a restaurant employee,
friend, neighbor, and
mother of four died from
injuries sustained after being
struck by a vehicle, the Del Ray
business community hosted a
fundraiser that raised $26,221.35
for her family.
During the “Rally for Rose”
fundraiser on Dec. 13, restaurants

tions, raised an additional
$14,841.35

“She brought so much love to all
of us, her family, our staff, our cus-
tomers, the whole community,”
said Larry Ponzi, the owner of
Market2Market, St. ElImo’s Coffee
Pub, and Cafe Pizzaiolo. Cruz was
the deli manager at
Market2Market.

“It was a wonderful night show-

casing the spirit of Del Ray,” said
Del Ray Business Association
President Bill Blackburn, of Pork
Barrel BBQ. “Rose was a positive
force in our community, this trag-
edy leaves a painful wound.”
Cruz, 49, died on Dec. 4 from
injuries sustained after being
struck by a vehicle while crossing
Mt. Vernon Avenue at W. Glebe
Road. She lived in Alexandria with

her husband and their 10-year-old
and 12-year-old daughters. She
also has a 26-year-old daughter
and a 19-year-old son in the
Phillippines.

For those who want to make a
donation, a GoFundMe account
has been set up at https://
www.gofundme.com/family-of-
rose-cruz. To date, the GoFundMe
account has raised over $50,000.

on the St. EImo’s block of Mt.
Vernon Avenue — Market2Market,
St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, Holy Cow,
and Pork Barrel BBQ — offered
special menu items for a donation;
the dinner fundraiser raised
$11,380 for the family of Rose
Cruz.

In addition,a number of Del Ray
businesses donated over $5,000 in
gift certificates and items for a
raffle that was held during the
event; the raffle, plus cash dona-

ACT NOW FOR PRE-OPENING BENEFITS
Exclusive Charter Club membership & special pricing until Jan 31, 2017 — Save up to $10,000

BusINESS NOTES

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos encouraged.

Alexandria-based marketing agency
PCI Communications won multiple
awards for excellence in advertising,
web and design. Competing with 6,000
companies from around the world, PCI
received five awards in the 22nd Annual
Communicator Awards. PCI also re-
ceives three awards in the 33rd Annual
Heathcare Advertising Awards, the larg-
est healthcare advertising award
competition with 3,700 entries.

For the second year in a row,
CommonWealth One Federal
Credit Union has won first place in the
Desjardins Financial Education Awards
program in the youth category.
CommonWealth One is an Alexandria
City Public Schools Community Partner,
offering seminars at local schools and
monthly Credit Union (CU) Days at se-
lect Alexandria City public elementary
schools, which are deposit-only savings
days that give students a chance to save
for a better future during school hours.

'The Kensington promises to love and care
for your family as we do our own
Opening in Falls Church Early 2017

ur beautiful assisted living and memory care residence is well on its way toward completion!

We can't wait to officially open our doors to welcome residents, their families and friends.

To those who have already chosen to entrust us with the care of loved ones, thank you. To those

we ha\"l_'n]t met }-’L‘r. we lDDk H:!I'W.Ell'd o t].'lE rme WhEn we dﬂ.- Dur oW I'ﬂ.ml[IES ﬂ'l:l:k{f our I.'.IEZI.[TS
full, but we have plenty of room for yours. Stop in for a visit, and tell us what you need to help keep the
seniors you love safe, secure, well, and most of all, happy. Were eager to deliver on our promise to love and care

J;}I" H."t"ﬂl as we dﬂ OUr O,

THE KENSINGTON
An Assisted Living Community
FALLS CHURCH
Information Center: 1212 W Broad 5t, Falls Church, VA | 703.992.9868 | www.TheKensingtonFallsChurch.com

Marketing and communications
search and staffing firm TorchLight
Hire, LLC, ranked No. 621 of the 5,000
fastest-growing private companies in
America, according to Inc. Magazine’s
2016 rankings. TorchLight is headquar-
tered in Alexandria.
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Been Good?

Elvis as Santa Claws
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with nine cell phone robberies in
the Braddock Road Metro area in
the last few weeks alone. When
one of our politicians states that
crime is down in Alexandria, this
may be the case, but only because
petty crime incidents are included
in the crime count. The fact is that
violent crime is on the rise, and
no one has expressed concern at
City Hall.

Security of the citizens of Alex-
andria should be the number one
priority, yet it does not seem to be
the case. Although we have 304
sworn officers on the payroll, their
daily assignments throughout the
city do not give the citizenry a se-
cure feeling. It is a sad commen-
tary that police presence on our
streets is almost non-existent. The
latest crime statistics sure don’t
reflect our safety from traffic nor
from the perpetrators of violent
crime.

As reported to the FBI, “Cities’
police officer per capita rates vary
depending on a range of factors.
In 2015, police departments serv-
ing cities with populations exceed-
ing 50,000 employed an average
of 16.6 officers and 21.4 total per-
sonnel for every 10,000 residents.”

The council needs to allocate the
proper resources to the Police De-
partment, and in turn, the Police
Department needs to marshal their
forces to counter the potential
threats across the city. Neither is
being efficiently done, and that
needs to change right now.

Townsend A.
“Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Missed
Opportunity
At Jefferson-
Houston

To the Editor:

During its redistricting process
the school board has neglected
Jefferson-Houston — the city’s
only non-accredited school and by
some measures the third worst
school in the entire state. Cur-
rently, 75 percent of

Jefferson Houston students re-
ceive free or subsidized lunches
and 85 percent have minority sta-
tus. Wealthy parents in the
Jefferson-Houston district opt out
by administrative or programmatic
transfers to other schools,

moving away, or sending their
children to private school. Poorer
families do not have these options
and are forced by the school board
to go to a failing school.

Two school districts bordering
Jefferson Houston (Lyles-Crouch

and Matthew Maury) have much
lower shares of students with free
or subsidized lunches (25 percent)
and much higher shares of white
students (50 percent-plus). The
school border between Jefferson
Houston and Lyles-Crouch is par-
ticularly stunning. The boundary
is on King Street, one block from
the Jefferson Houston school —
even though the ability to walk to
school is a criterion for redistrict-
ing.

The school board should use re-
districting to (1) give poor and
minority students currently con-
centrated in Jefferson Houston
(and few or no options to move or
go to private school) more chances
for a better

education; and (2) attract more
wealthy parents to send their kids
to public school.

Redrawing school district
boundaries and creating more bal-
anced schools by race/ethnicity
and income is a powerful tool. For
some reason the school board is
not using it. I think concentrating
poor kids and minorities in a fail-
ing school and depriving them of
chances at a good education is not
acceptable. In my opinion the
school board has a moral obliga-
tion to act.

Ralph Buehler
Alexandria

Balancing Capital
Improvement

Projects

To the Editor:

Last Thursday the Alexandria
School Board approved a capital
budget for $611.1 million over the
next 10 years. That is a 123 per-
cent increase over the amount
budgeted by council for school
capital improvement projects
(CIP) just last May. This request
comes on top of other pressing fi-
nancial requirements on the city,
including remedying the com-
bined sewer system, dealing with
storm water, repairing City Hall,
and Metro associated costs.

I believe this request for an ad-
ditional $333.1 million should be
put to the voters next November
in the form of an referendum. In
Arlington all requests for school
construction and infrastructure
are handled that way. Last month,
for example, Arlington voters ap-
proved $138.8 million for school
construction purposes. Referen-
dum results would be advisory
only and council would still be
required to vote its will. But our
elected officials would have guid-
ance otherwise unavailable.

In dealing with the other finan-
cial demands, City Council is able
to shape policy details and care-
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‘Share the Love’ for Meals on Wheel

Senior Services and
Beyer Subaru team up.

By MARYANNE BEATTY
DIRECTOR, COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH
SENIOR SERVICES OF ALEXANDRIA

enior Services of Alexandria (SSA) and
Beyer Subaru of Alexandria are teaming up

again for the 9" Annual “Share the Love”
Campaign to support Meals on Wheels. Beyer
Subaru has named SSA as its hometown charity
for this year to raise awareness for the popular
year-end sales and giving event, and drive sup-
port for Meals on Wheels through educating the
community about the program and services that
Senior Services provides to seniors including de-
liver Meals on Wheels as part of its Senior Nutri-
tion Program. During the campaign that ends on
Jan. 2, 2017, for every new

Subaru sold or leased Beyer will

SENIOR donate $250 to the customer’s
SERVICES OF choice of participating charities
ALEXANDRIA including SSA.

“Senior Services of Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria is proud to
participate again in this year’s “Share the Love
Campaign” to raise awareness around senior hun-
ger, said Mary Lee Anderson, executive director
of Senior Services of Alexandria (SSA). We are
honored that Beyer Subaru of Alexandria chose
SSA is its hometown charity again this year and
to spread the word about how Meals on Wheels
is making a difference in so many seniors’ lives in
the City of Alexandria.”

The dealership is also holding a winter sock
drive for the City of Alexandria’s Meals on Wheels
clients. With the donation of unused socks, cus-
tomers can receive 10 percent off repairs. The
socks will be delivered to the seniors after the
first of the year by Beyer of Alexandria employ-
ees. “Beyer Subaru and the Subaru of America

Craig and Nicole Izes and Stephanie
Beyer Kirby, Beyer Subaru of Alexandria.

are pleased to support Meals on Wheels and Se-
nior Services through the Share the Love event.
Every month the Beyer Subaru team works together
to deliver meals to members in our community in
great need, said Stephanie Beyer Kirby, vice presi-
dent of Beyer Automotive Group. It is our day of
service and is one that brings great joy. We hope
that the Share the Love event provides additional
resources so even more can be served through this
wonderful organization.”

For information about the Share the Love Cam-
paign visit www.mealsonwheelsamerica.org/
sharethelove.
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BULLETIN BOARD

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include
date, time, location, description and
contact for event: phone, email and/
or website. Deadline is Thursday at
noon, at least two weeks before event.

DEADLINE FRIDAY/DEC. 23

Alexandria Transit Company
Board Vacancy: The ATC board
of directors is seeking candidates
interested in serving on the board
and who can provide regularly a
two-hour commitment once a
month to attend the monthly
board meeting. Persons interested
in serving on the board can obtain
an application by contacting: ATC
Board Secretary at 703-746-5637
or by email at
marlene.stevens@alexandriava.gov.

HOLIDAY COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Due to the Christmas and New Year’s
Holidays, residents are reminded that
trash and recycling will be picked up
one day later during the weeks of
Dec. 26 and Jan. 2.

DEADLINE FRIDAY/DEC. 30

Nominations for Task Force on
Parking Standards. Friday, Dec.
30 is the deadline to nominate

persons to serve on the nine-
member Parking Standards for
New Development Projects Task
Force. The Task Force was
originally established in 2014 to
work with City staff in reviewing
and updating parking standards
katye.north@alexandriava.gov or
703-746-4139

DEADLINE THURSDAY DEC. 28

City Vacancies. 5 p.m. at City Hall,
Council Chambers, 301 King St. The
Alexandria City Council is seeking
applicants to fill vacancies on boards,
commissions and committees. All
applicants must complete a Personal
Data Record Form. 703-746-4500

SATURDAY/DEC. 31

Grant Application Deadline.
Transurban, the Virginia
Department of Transportation’s
partner on the 395 Express Lanes
project, has launched the “395
Express Lanes Community Grant
Program.” The program accepts
applications and distributes grant
awards each quarter. Visit
395ExpressLanes.com/grant-
application.

fully monitor progress. Not so with
the schools. The council has virtu-
ally no control over how how its
millions are used. It is only respon-
sible for approving the money. In
this instance council would be
wise to allow the public to have

its say on the issue.

An advisory referendum would
require that school officials
present the public with detailed
information on how the figure was
arrived at and how the money
would be spent. In other words, a

referendum would open the sub-

ject to greater public inquiry and

discussion, and put the burden of

proof where it belongs — on the
School Board and ACPS staff.

Jack Sullivan

Alexandria
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NEWS

Police and Cler

Looking to close gap
between community
services.

By DAN BRENDEL
GAZETTE PACKET

ublic and religious leaders in Al-

exandria met Nov. 30 for a sec-

ond Police-Clergy Breakfast seek-

ing to bridge a disconnect be-
tween local law enforcement and religious
institutions.

“A gap is developing,” said the Rev. Dr.
David Gortner, associate dean of Church and
Community Engagement at Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary. Gortner and Deputy Po-
lice Chief Shahram Fard organized the
meeting.

Gortner believes many clergy and congre-
gations nationwide are not well connected
to one another and to their cities. “[O]ver
decades, the threads of connection have
broken; priorities have shifted; congrega-
tions have become increasingly internally
concerned with survival, or taking care of
their own.” Even in Alexandria, “[w]e don’t
have a good map with each other....”

There is a “growth in demand on first re-
sponders — police, sheriff’s office,
firefighters — with increasing attention to
family issues,” he said. “[I]t’s stepping into
the realm of social work.”

For example, Lt. Scott Patterson says resi-
dents may call upon police to assist in a
parenting role, such as disciplining their
children to go to school in the morning. “For
whatever reason,” he said, “I think that
people tend to gravitate towards calling the
police department [as] kind of a one-stop
shopping solution.” He says more resources
from clergy could help in such situations.

For their part, police frequently interact
with religious institutions in the normal
course of their work, according to Crystal
Nosal, the department’s public information
officer. Though there is no “set” way that
this happens; much falls to individual dis-
cretion.

Police acknowledged a broad “need to
know what services and groups they could
potentially have access to” in religious in-
stitutions, according to an email from
Gortner summarizing input given at the first
meeting, held April 21. The report also in-
dicated a lack at present of “some sort of
mechanism whereby police can recommend
people to a faith community.”

Religious institutions are “a great asset
for the police to tap. If they’re not well con-
nected to the faith communities, they're
really losing out on a huge asset of organi-
zation within the overall [city],” said Tim
Vandewalle, a concerned citizen who helped
to initiate the meeting.

Organizers asked attendees at the meet-
ing to brainstorm about how to close the
gap.

Participants sat at tables corresponding
to the police department’s three geographic
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Mayor Allison Silberberg addresses more than 40 clergy, representing
nearly 30 local congregations, and about 20 police officers at the
second Police-Clergy Breakfast.

patrol sectors. Organizers and various pub-
lic officials offered a few comments, asking
attendees to spend much of their time dis-
cussing common issues and sharable re-
sources with their tablemates. The room
soon buzzed with conversations between
people who, though from different organi-
zations, serve the same neighborhoods.

Attendees principally included over 40
clergy, representing nearly 30 local congre-
gations, and about 20 police officers. Pub-
lic officials included Acting Police Chief
David Huchler, Sheriff Dana Lawhorne,
Mayor Allison Silberberg, former Mayor Bill
Euille, and Deputy City Manager Debra
Collins. More than 70 people participated
in all.

Organizers prioritized the need to estab-
lish personal relationships across organiza-
tional boundaries. They pointed to Capt.
Shannon Soriano, commander of the West
End patrol sector, and Lou Whiting, pastor
of My Father’s House Christian Church on
Eisenhower Avenue. Soriano and Whiting
met at the first meeting and have since de-
veloped a positive working relationship.

“It was a pleasure meeting her,” said
Whiting, “and to be able to cultivate and
develop a relationship with a community
officer — it’s fantastic. And I would encour-
age all the houses of faith to do the same
thing. To have that relationship is very, very
beneficial. It adds credibility to ... who I
am as a leader in the community [and] with
my church congregants ....”

In case “community issues or tensions
develop”—such as in Ferguson, Mo. —
Vandewalle wants “a good forum ... where
people have enough trust in their counter-
parts that they can sit down and really make
progress.”

Organizers and officials particularly em-
phasized bridge-building activities that re-
ligious institutions could pursue.

“This meeting is great, and we’re starting
to get to know one another. But between
this meeting and the next meeting, I'm very
hopeful that you will invite us into your
homes — your workplaces — and there’s
many ways you can do that,” said Huchler
to the clergy.

Numerous possibilities were suggested.
Clergy might go on “ride-alongs” with pa-
trol officers. Congregations could help first
responders with local recruitment, espe-
cially in minority and immigrant commu-
nities. Community police officers could en-
gage congregations’ youth groups in
roundtable discussions. Police might hold
“roll calls” and other meetings on religious
institutions’ premises. Clergy could commu-
nicate directly with law enforcement liai-
sons, including Officer Charlie Lloyd, the
police department’s crime prevention of-
ficer; Officer Bart Bailey, commander of the

ursue New Coalition

department’s Community Policing Unit;
Officer Bennie Evans, the department’s com-
munity homeless outreach coordinator; and
Deputy Valarie Wright, the sheriff’s commu-
nity relations deputy.

A primary long-term task is to catalogue
all the religious institutions and their com-
munity service-related ministries.

“The biggest thing to start with is to find
out what is available out there that you
don’t know about,” said Sgt. Joe Green.

Gortner has already begun such a recon-
naissance. His latest effort is an online sur-
vey asking congregations to identify their
“public outreach ministries” and connec-
tions with “social care and advocacy” orga-
nizations. “We hope to put together a thor-
ough list of the resources and services our
communities of faith provide, for the Alex-
andria religious leaders, and for the Alex-
andria Police as well.”

Gortner is also connecting with other coa-
litions. “I'm trying to listen across several
venues, as are some other clergy. Some of
us are tapped into Hunger Free Alexandria.
Some of us are tapped into VOICE. Some of
us are tapped into the [mayor’s] clergy
council. And then other interesting net-
works are forming.”

“The services that are provided here in
this city are exceptional,” said Huchler to
the clergy. “And so to join our services with
the services that you all can provide, there’s
nothing we can’t achieve.

“This is an effort to change the tide,” said
Gortner. “This is a significant opportunity.
And what’s nice about the police-clergy re-
lationship is, there’s good will that’s emerg-
ing. There’s interest in continuing this.
There’s interest in taking it to the next level
so that there’s mutual education and ben-
efit.” Clergy who want to attend or send
lay representatives to future Police-Clergy
Breakfasts, or to obtain a link to the online
survey of congregational ministries, should
email Virginia Theological Seminary’s Emily
Riley at eriley@vts.edu. Clergy who want
to pursue any of the collaborative activities
should call the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment at 703-746-4444.

CRIME REPORT

The following incidents were reported by the
Alexandria Police Department:

DEC. 16

% The Alexandria Police Department is in-
vestigating a bomb threat at Charles Barrett
Elementary School in the 1100 block of Martha
Custis Drive. Students were evacuated to 1225
Martha Custis Drive. Bus riders were dismissed
from there. Once the police had cleared the
building, remaining students returned to the
school for a later-than-usual dismissal, accord-
ing to Alexandria City Public Schools.

< The Alexandria Police Department is in-
vestigating the robbery of a Wells Fargo Bank
located at 3624 King St. At 2:05 p.m., a man
entered the bank, passed the teller a note, and
implied that he had a weapon. He demanded
money, the teller complied and the suspect fled
with an undisclosed amount of cash. There
were no injuries.

The suspect is described as a black male,
approximately 5’10” tall with a la