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Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIEDEVELOPMENTAL
COUNTRY
LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment
in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious
Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS
GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, Orange Hunt, Sangster,
Hunt Valley and Cherry Run Elementary Schools.
Emphasis on special events, sports, time for
homework, and student’s choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2017-2018 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes
language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music
and physical development.

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS,
A SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END-OF-THE-SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION
BY OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

KIDDIE COUNTRY
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.
Burke, Virginia 22015

703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facility!
Winner of American Institute
of Architects Award

Burke, Springfield,
Fairfax, Lorton
Fairfax Station

www.kiddiecountry.com

We have warm hearts for cold noses!

DR. BARRY ROSENBLUTH • DR. JIM MACLEAN
DR. DIANE NICHOLS • DR. KATHLEEN PHILLIPS
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“Lion,” by Kai Wang, age 10, of Burke, Grade 4 in Mr. Muntain’s class at
Westminster School.

Burke Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic
703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

“Still Life — Fruits in Basket,” by Isabella Snow, Grade 5,
Fairview Elementary.

Welcome
Dear Readers:
This week, the Burke Connection turns
over its pages to the youth and students.
We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to contribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.
The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submitted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.
We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2017 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submissions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the coming year.
The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Connection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
school pages.
Our preferred method for material is email, which should be sent to
south@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703778-9414 with any questions.

Lukas J. Grade 5,
Cherry Run Elementary,
Burke.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

By Sarayu Kalarickal, age 5, Mrs. Druggan’s Kindergarten Class
at Accotink Academy Preschool in Springfield.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

By Kai Wheeler, Grade 6, Orange Hunt Elementary.
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Kings Glen Elementary Poetry Corner

Families Are Like Presents
By sixth graders in Mrs. String’s class at
Cherry Run Elementary, Burke
Families are like presents. Presents can surprise you, and families
can too. When I found
out my mom was going
to have a baby, I was
shocked. But I was so
happy when I first saw
my new brother. It was
an awesome surprise.
Another example of
how families are like
presents is that they are
both fun. I have fun going places with my
grandpa. One of our favorite places is Hidden
Pond. Finally, presents
show that someone
cares. My grandma
helps me study. This is
how she’s there for me.
My whole family is kind
and a great present every day.

Writings by the students in Mrs. Kelly’s Class.

I’m Ready
I’m ready to swing my baseball bat.
I’m ready to be struck out at that.
I’m ready to pitch the ball into the glove.
I’m ready for it to go high, high above.
I’m ready to hit the ball.
But I’m not ready to be the best at baseball.
—By Aiden Caza, 9, Springfield

Getting a Dog
I woke up at 7 a.m. to go to school. I had breakfast, math,
reading, lunch, recess, writing, music, and PE. At the end of the
day, I went home on Bus 1. My mom and grandpa went to Maryland that day to go to an animal shelter to look at dogs. But, I did
not know that, so when I got home, I saw a puppy! I asked, “Is it
mine?” and my mom said, “yes.” My mom was recording me because my dad is stationed in Qatar. That night, we had to go buy
a doggie bed, brush, food and choose a name. We named him
Milo and I can still not believe he is mine.
—Annabella Vasquez, 9, Burke

I’m Sorry

—Andre Coussa,11,
Burke
Families are like presents. One way they are Gary Arnold, of Burke, kindergartener, at Burgundy Farm Country
alike is that presents Day School, an independent school in Alexandria.
can be surprising, and
families can surprise you, too. One surprising day,
Families are like presents. For example, presents
my dad was supposed to go to work at the Pentagon, can be surprising, and so can families. Even though I
but since he did so much the day before, he got to had always wanted a dog, my family had only talked
stay home with us an extra day. Another example of about getting one, so it was a total surprise when
how families are like presents is that they are both my parents told us that we were going to go look at
fun. I have fun playing golf and watching football a dog and see if she would like us and find out what
with my dad, and also going to the mall with my we needed to take care of her. Another way families
grandparents and fishing with my grandpa. I like to are like presents is that they are both fun. Every sumgo to the aquarium in the Outer Banks with my fam- mer my family goes to Myrtle Beach. We boogie board
ily, too. Presents show that someone cares. One way and jump over waves. We have fun just walking on
my mom shows she cares is by making hot chocolate the beach together. Presents also show that someand cookies on a cold day. This is why my family is a one cares. My mom cares about me because she
makes us dinner every day. One of my favorite things
present to me.
that she makes is potato soup. My family is the best
present ever!
—Grayson Taylor, 11, Burke
—Tyler Kimble, 11, Burke

I’m sorry for eating the cake
I’m sorry for taking a break
I’m sorry for not going to school
I’m sorry for being such a fool
I’m sorry for pulling your hair
I’m sorry for sitting in your chair
But I’m definitely not sorry for being your daughter.
(Dedicated: To Mom)
—Brianna Alcazar, 9, Burke

I’m Sorry
I’m sorry I hit your head
I’m sorry I broke your bed
I’m sorry I hit Mr. Ted
I’m sorry I broke Ned the fly.
I’m sorry for eating your cake
I’m sorry for messing up the lake
I’m sorry for taking your tool
I’m sorry for being such a fool.
—Breeanna Heyungs, 9, Burke

My Garden
My garden is grassy green
My garden has pinto beans
My garden is nice
My garden has peppers and spice
My garden bursts with beautiful flowers
My garden showers with red, white, blue flowers
My garden has bunnies
My garden is sunny
My garden has a swing
My garden and me sing
My garden has a pond
My garden has a nature song.
—Catherine Mendoza Lozano, 9, Burke

Biking, by Elizabeth Dai, age 6, Grade 1,
Navy Elementary School of Fairfax County,
Miss Michaela Venator’s class.

Playing, by Hannah Dai, age 9, Grade 3,
Navy Elementary School of Fairfax County,
Miss Amanda Henderson’s class.
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See Poetry, Page 12
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Laurel Ridge
Elementary

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS

Kairos Woods, grade 2 —
Lamb

My Dream Job
My dream job is to be a veterinarian.
I like to work with animals. Animals are
sooo cute. When I am a vet I will go to
Africa, Asia, Australia and maybe South
America. When I travel I will help and
learn about other animals. I can’t wait
to be a vet!

— Annette McGrath,
grade 2

School Notes
Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.
Vocal musicians from 12
Fairfax County public schools have
been named to the Virginia Honors
Choir for 2016. This select choir is open
only to the top 125 singers from around
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and is
the highest honor a choir student can
attain during his or her high school career. Thirty-one Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) students were selected
for the choir, and five students were
named as alternates. The choir will perform at the Virginia Music Educators
Association (VMEA) convention to be
held at the Omni Homestead Resort in
Hot Springs, Nov. 17-19. FCPS students
named to the 2016 Virginia Honors
Choir include the following students
from our area schools: Woodson High
School: Megan Humes, Caroline Grass,
Jacob Lamb, Lucas Valdes, and Marc
Manaloto and Hayfield Secondary
School: Jessica Pressley.

The Fairfax

Children’s Connection

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE

• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases
• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses • In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network
Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP® Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid
WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-2000

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE
TODAY.
CALL

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.
A digital version of this publication
and 14 sister publications
available at
www.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents
For information on advertising
email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
For information on local content
email
fairfax@connectionnewspapers.com

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center
Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Cherry Run Elementary Art Gallery

Children’s Connection

Cole C. Grade 2.

Emily B. Grade 6

Ryan A. Grade 2.

Lydia R. Grade 5.

Makena F. Grade 2.

Lukas J. Grade 5.

Alexis J, Kindergarten.
Haley I. Grade 4.
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Artwork submitted by Melanie Rodas, Art Resource Teacher.

The Most Important Thing
By students in Catherine Fernandez-Martell’s
5th grade class at Kings Glen Elementary.
Ethan S

Zachary S. Grade 2.

The important thing about Ethan is that
he is awesome. He is a big brother and feels
responsible because he’s the oldest. When he
grows up, Ethan wants to become an engineer.
He has a lot of family members on his dad’s
side. They got together last summer. it was a
blast.
Ethan has a younger brother, Owen whom
he loves dearly...as long as Owen is not being rough.
Pho is Ethan’s favorite food. He enjoys eating it at different restaurants.
Rock music is his favorite genre of music
to listen to and most of his music videos he
watches on YouTube.
Ethan has five blankets which keep him
cozy. The different blankets are a treasure for him.
He enjoys building Legos and making music with his instruments.
But the important thing about Ethan is that he is awesome.
Cole H

Shannon J. Grade 5,

The important thing about Cole is that he loves his
family. He has a dog, cat and fish and his mom and
dad. Cole’s mom and dad both work for the government. His dad is a police officer and his mom works in
DC. When Cole has free time you can find him playing
with his army men, in the woods, or practicing basketball. Cole loves to travel. He has gone to many states
and one country. Since he travels so much he’s been
on many planes so he’s used to them. Cole’s interest is
reading about the Vietnam War and playing cowboys
and army men. Cole is a mountain man; he loves the
outdoors.
He likes to go hunting and horseback riding. Cole
really likes cowboys. He watches western movies and
likes to pretend he’s a cowboy.
Cole plays soccer and basketball. He also does swim
team. His best time for going across the pool and back
is 39 seconds.
But the important thing about Cole is that he loves his family.
Tina T

Lindsay K. Grade 5.

The important thing about Tina is that
she loves to play soccer. She has a brother
who she fights with all the time. Her favorite subject is math. She is in advanced math.
She loves to go on walks. She is willing to
walk anywhere.
Her favorite thing to do when she is bored
is too watch youtube videos.She really enjoys laughing at some of the funny clips
people put online.
When she is at her cousin’s house she
loves to play badminton. They play in the
driveway.
Tina also loves to listen to music. Her
favorite genre is pop. She loves to pet dogs
one day she hopes to own a dog.
She also likes to play minecraft. The best
part is that she can play with her friends.
But the important thing about Tina is that she loves to play soccer.

See Most Important, Page 8
Holden W. Grade 4.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Where Your Dental Needs
Come First!
Se habla
Español

Family Dentistry
NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

99

$

• Crowns, Bridges, Partials,
Full Dentures and Implants
• Denture Relining,
Dentures and Partials
Repaired While You Wait

(Regularly $311)

Includes Exam,
Cleaning (in absence
of gum disease)
and X-rays

• Saturday and Evening
Appointments Available
• Most Insurances Accepted
• Free Invisalign Consultation

Raja Gupta, DDS
Dental First Associates, LLC

703-323-9394
yourdentalfirst.com

For a free digi-

tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe
Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.
Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail
box.
Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com

9570 A Burke Road, Burke, VA
in Burke Village II

C OMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP
Jubilee
Christian Center
“Loving People to Life”

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups
Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

b

lost (adj): 1. unable to find the way.
2. not appreciated or understood.
3. no longer owned or known
Helping Animals
Find Their Way
Since 2001

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering, transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer
www.lostdogandcatrescue.org
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The Most Important Thing
From Page 7
Patrick G
The important thing about Patrick
is that he is an amazing kid. He likes
legos. He once built the Assault on
Hoth.
Fifi is Patrick’s cat. Patrick definitely
is a cat lover. He had four other cats,
but they have since died.
Patrick is a boy scout. In fact, he is
on pack 1965.
He is good at math. He likes to challenge himself by trying to figure out
difficult problems.
Patrick likes Star Wars. He has seen
almost all the movies because he only
saw part of Attack of the Clones.
He is a good swimmer. He is not on
a swim team, but he does swim on Sundays.
Patrick can sometimes be found watching tv. Nickelodeon, Cartoon
Network and Disney XD are his favorite channels.
Garfield is an all-time favorite graphic novel that Patrick likes to read.
The important thing about Patrick is that he is an amazing kid.
Spencer G
The important thing about
Spencer is that he likes to make
people laugh. He has a soft spot
for dogs and pandas too. He
feels that he could get lost in a
good book. He loves to fence
with his trusty sword, named
sting. He is a lego fanatic and
loves to build a complex structures out of legos.
Spencer also loves crazy
roller-coasters that twirl and go
upside down.
Star Wars is his all time favorite movie. He also likes to play
cool video games.
He likes to have nerf wars in
his backyard. And lastly, his sister means the world to him!
But the important thing about Spencer is that he likes to make people
laugh.
Madison M
The important thing about
Madison Miller is that she loves
her family.
She likes to play instruments
like the violin and the flute and
she wants to try to play the ukulele.
She likes to do gymnastics. Her
favorite events are bar and floor.
She likes to hangout with her
family and friends. Taking adventure trips with them is awesome.
Minecraft and Roblox are her
favorite video games.
She used to play them daily,
until her laptop broke.
She likes to cook and make
treats. She has become a cookie making expert.
Madison also likes to play with her brother Grant. They can be found
playing in the pool together throughout the summer.
The beach is Maddison’s vacation spot. She’s pretty crafty at building sandcastles. Basically you could say that Madison loves to live life.
But the important thing about Madison is that she loves her family.
—See more at www.connectionnewspapers.com
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Employment

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton
101 Computers

101 Computers

Classified

703-778-9411
Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
NEWSPAPERS

HDI

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995
➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

CLA

For Local…

571-265-2038
Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED

DRIVERS – Class A CDL
We are seeking a CDL Automotive Parts
Dedicated Route Specialist
Black Horse Carriers has Driver openings for experienced Drivers at our new ALEXANDRIA, VA Location
– It’s an exciting time to join our new team of drivers,
APPLY TODAY! Dedicated routes, 5-day work week,
Home daily. PM Routes. Guaranteed $1200 a week
with potential to earn more based on miles and stops.
Driver will handle freight. Automotive parts delivery
experience a plus. New Equipment (2013) or newer
with XM Radio. These are full time positions with
benefits. Candidates must have at least 2 yrs. Exp.
and a Class A CDL with a solid MVR.
Please email jobs@blackhorsecarriers.com. We prefer applicants apply online, but if necessary, please
call 630 333 5564 during normal business hours.
EOE. Drug Testing is a condition of employment
www.blackhorsecarriers.com

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ........................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ........................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe
Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.
Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

For All
Your
Advertising
Needs…
It Works.
Week
After Week.
703
917-6400
Place
Your
Ad
Today!
to your community

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Children’s Connection
703-778-9411

Home & Garden

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton
ELECTRICAL

connectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL

Recessed Lighting
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Office 703-335-0654
Computer Network Cabling
Mobile 703-499-0522
Service Upgrades
lektrkman28@gmail.com
Hot Tubs, etc…

GUTTER

GUTTER

CONTRACTORS.com

LANDSCAPING

A&S CONSTRUCTION
SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal
Hauling.

703-863-7465
LAWN SERVICE

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

Do what
you can, with
what you have,
where you are.
-Theodore
Roosevelt
LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

GUTTER CLEANING

703-912-6886

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
Landscaping & Construction

lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

HANDYMAN

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services
Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing •
Bathroom Renovation • Ceramic Tile •
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.

www.rclhomerepairs.com

IMPROVEMENTS

Maria painting.

Michael painting.

INS.

IMPROVEMENTS

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

PAVING

PAVING

Creating Artwork at Forestdale Elementary
Students at Forestdale
Elementary school created
artwork using using shaving cream and water color
paint.

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
703-250-6231

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

TILE/MARBLE

TILE/MARBLE

BATHROOM
REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile

703-863-7465

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

LICENSED

www.brennan-tile.com

Serving All of N. Virginia

703-250-2872

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

TREE SERVICE

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com
An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst
mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Michael’s
artwork.

TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,
drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience – Free estimates

703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

Maria’s
art.
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I’m Happy
I’m happy I got a phone,
I’m happy I didn’t break a bone.
I’m happy that we have to write,
I think I have to wear glasses because I play video games without any light.
I’m happy that I ran a mile,
I’m happy that I read about a fantasy potion called Bile.
I’m happy that I’m great at video games,
I’m happy that I remember a lot of names.

"My Life in
Pictures"
by Rachel
Jeong,
Greenbriar
East
Elementary.

I’m happy that it’s almost Christmas time,
I’m unhappy that I’m running out of words to rhyme.
I’m unhappy that I’m not made of fire,
I’m unhappy that I’m not wire.
I like to wonder the pros and cons of being immortal,
I wish to go through a dimensional portal.
I’m happy that I’m almost done,
I hope that you’re having fun.
I’m unhappy that I can’t hop over the moon,
But I’m also unhappy to broom my room.
I’m happy that when it comes to video games, I’m unstoppable.
But I’m very unhappy to be done.
—Elijah Dukes, 9, Burke

Dad
By Chris Kernan, Senior
West Springfield High School

s a young boy I always had
a sense of childlike wonder. I questioned everything, from “why the microwave
beeped,” to “why birds fly,” but the
one person I asked the most questions towards was my Dad.
As he would leave for work every morning, I would stand on top
of the stairs and ask, “Where are
you going?” or, “When are you
coming back?”
To which he’d always reply
softly, and with confidence, “I’m
going to work buddy, see you before dinner.” His confidence gave
me confidence that he would always come back. I mean, why
would he not? He was my dad after all.

A

If You Can Give a
Gift That Doesn’t
Cost Money ...
“I would give my mom love.
I would give my dad hugs and
kisses.”
— Caroline Bouma,
West Springfield
Elementary, Grade 1.

“I would get my family a
heart that I made. It said, ‘I
love you more than you can
imagine and I care about you
so much!’ Because they do everything to make me happy.”
—Elnathan Yohannes,
West Springfield
Elementary, Grade 1.

Years passed and I grew up.
Through the tough breakups and
bad grades he would always be by
my side, like a loyal fan, cheering
me on until the finish line. Whenever I had a question, as silly or
serious as it may have been, he had
the answers. Soon I lost that sense
of childlike wonder, but he never
stopped being there for me. However now, as I sit next to him on
his death bed years later, I feel that
sense of childlike wonder coming
back, this time with a bitter taste
to it.
I ask him with a tear gently cascading down my cheek, “Where
are you going now, Dad?”

He looks at me with sorrow in
his eyes, I can see the tears forming. “I don’t know,” he says plainly,
but I can tell he’s holding back.
For once in my life, he didn’t
have all the answers, nor did I feel
the confidence I once felt as a
child. As I watch him pass, I start
to realize that my loyal fan is leaving the stands.
Still to this day, as I walk up the
stairs, I turn my back to the door
and imagine my father walking
out into the morning sunlight.
Though I know he won’t step
through the door again, I can still
hear him cheering me on from
above.

The Thread
The thread is on
the button is on
the jacket is on
the boy is on
the bedspread is on
the bed is on
the floor is on
the ground is on
the planet Earth
—Yasmin Padilla Saravia, 9, Burke

Morning Rush
Warm and cozy in my bed
My father rushing out of bed
Hurry hurry out the door
He won’t be late for work any more
Alarm clocks buzzing loud and clear
Buzz buzz buzz you’re sure to hear
And it’s like this the whole year
As I lift my drowsy head
I say I’m late instead
—Jasmine Van, 10, Springfield,
Teacher: Stephanie McCrone
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I’m Sorry…But I’m Not
I’m sorry for breaking your new vase
But I’m not sorry for dropping your doll case.
I’m sorry for eating all your beans
But I’m not sorry for eating your ice cream.
I’m sorry for jumping on your bed
But I’m not sorry for almost hitting your head.
I’m sorry for breaking your bike
Just kidding, I’m not, SIKE!
—Ethan Nguyen, 10, Burke

My Messy Room
The pencil is on
the clipboard is on
the red folder is on
the green folder is on
the notebook is on
the loose papers are on
the blue binder is on
the rainbow binder is on
the book is on
the shelf is on
the desk is on
the carpet is on
the floor is on
the Earth is in
Space.
—Riley Miller, 9, Springfield

The Time My Baby Sister Was in
the Hospital
My baby sister was in the hospital, because of her heart defect.
She was in the hospital for one year and was hard because I knew
that someone I love is at risk. Recently, my baby sister was diagnosed with pneumonia. This is an infection of the lungs, and that
is why she was coughing so much. It’s just hard to be happy when
your sister is sick.
—Yonus Hussen, 9, Burke
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