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“Library” by Margai Y
Great Falls, Grade 6, Teacher: Ms.
Sui, Forestwllq- entary.
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FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

10135 Colvin Run Road, Suite 230
Great Falls, VA 22066

703-592-8225
costasmiles.com

Early and late appointments are
available. Call us today!

{ /" wassmTonan \ |
\ lop Dentist /@

z
- -
P 3

SUBURBIA

1 Beauty X

2016
e

2 <« GREAT FALLs CONNECTION < CHILDREN's CONNECTION < 2016 - 2017 wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



“Best time of the day,” by Ann Sun, 11, of Herndon, sixth grader at

Forestville Elementary in Great Falls (Teacher: Renee Riddell).

Welcome

Dear Readers:

This week, the Great Falls Connection
turns over its pages to the youth and stu-
dents.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2017 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

)

“Beach Time,” by Andrew Gao, 7, of Great Falls, Grade 2,

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

EpiTOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC

g

Teacher: Ms. Sui, Forestville Elementary

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

GREAT FALLs CONNECTION EDITOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC
703-778-9414 OR GREATFALLS@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

By Claire Guo of Great Falls, 9, Grade 4, Colvin Run Eien:entary School,
Teacher: Lauren Grimm.

“Room with a View,” by

| l-\_—q
I | Abigail Paredes, 14, of

. Great Falls, Dominion
High School in Sterling.

By Max Ehle, Grade 2, Great Falls Elementary
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the heart of Great Falls!

Chef Eugenia and her family bring
home-style Greek comfort food to
Northern Virginia!

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org
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Assisted Living

Social isolation is a concern of the past, replaced
by friends, family and a full calendar of
tailored programs addressing all dimensions
of wellness.

Everyone's guality of life is enhanced by
specially designed amenity and gathering
spaces, apartment homes, gardens and
outdoor recreational areas.

Wellspring Village®, a specially designed neighborhood for people living with dementia

“I'm passionate about serving people living with dementia and their families. 1 did

my homework before joining the Brightview team and Wellspring Village®™ is the finest
program of its type in the area. If someone you care about is living with dementia, please
give me a call.” — Cindy Fggleston, Regional Health Services Director

Families tell us everyone benefits because the outstanding care and support we provide
reduces worry and stress.

\

BRIGHT\I/EW

GREAT FALLS
ASSISTED LIVING

Please call Carolyn at 703-759-2513
o200 Colvin Run Road « Great Falls, VA 22066
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ONE-ARTIST SHOW

Ann Sun, 11, of Herndon, sixth grader at Forestville Elementary in Great Falls
(Teacher: Renee Riddell) submitted three pieces of artwork.

Here we go again...

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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LANDscapes
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STONETRE

703-773-7000

CTEDI| IKITE \/ .p_a.-_.\_,_|'ll_‘\| A
STERLING VIRGINIA

703-421-7441
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CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

PAREDES GALLERY

Abigail Paredes, 14, of Great Falls,
attends Dominion High School in
Sterling.

“A Girl”, by Abigail Paredes

_ iy

“Docked,” by Abigail Paredes

Grandpa Grumph

“Stop that music NOW!” yelled
grandpa Grumph. " It’s shakin’ my cof-
fee! and it’s makin’ me angry!’.
Grandpa Grumph sniffed,” * You'r feet
stink! I can smell ‘em from down
here!” (Grandpa Grumph actually
stunk and smelled like stinky socks)
‘Sasha turn off your phone this in-
stant!, and get yourself down here!.

Sasha loved her phone so much that
she had to play with it every day. In
her opinion, the new phone technol-
ogy was the best thing on earth. Her
grandpa was ok with it until today,
when he was so fed up with it that he
had to scream.

Sasha was soon down stairs. ‘When
I was little, we would play outside all
day long. Go outside and play!’
screamed Grandpa Grumph. 'But...
“said Sasha. * Give me your phone, or
else you get no dessert tonight. No
buts, no cuts, no coconuts!” yelled
Grandpa Grumph.' *Fine!”said Sasha,
*It’s boring when I play outside’ mut-
tered Sasha as she put on her sneak-
ers. ‘Oh well, T haven’t played outside
in a long time’, said Sasha.

Within minutes Sasha was playing
tag outside with her friends. Mean-
while in the house, grandpa Grumph
was finding a place to hide Sasha’s
phone so she would never touch it
again. Aha’, said grandpa Grumph as
he put the phone in the old cupboard
he was using since he was a kid. ‘She
will never find it here’, he thought.

A few minutes after that Sasha came
inside and started doing origami.
Grandpa Grumph was so surprised he
almost fell over.

Soon after it was time for dinner.
Sasha was just about to fold another
paper when suddenly...'Hold you 'r
horses!” said grandpa Grumph quite
surprised. ‘What’s gotten into you?’
said grandpa Grump. ‘Nothing, why
do you ask grandpa? ‘replied Sasha as
she ate her dinner of steaming hot
pasta. ‘What do you mean nothing?’
asked grandpa Grumph. I don’t need
my phone any more’ said Sasha as she
ate her dinner of steaming hot pasta.

Grandpa Grump’s eyes were became
as big as golf balls! Sasha finished up
her dinner and went to sleep dream-
ing of her next amazing day outdoors
without a phone.

Divya GUPTA, AGE 9, GRADE 3,
FORESTVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL,
GREAT FALLS. HE 1S A STUDENT IN MR,
JEFFREY LELOUP'S CLASS.

Future President

By SipH JADDU

When I was 5 years old, my big sister
was working on her Thomas Jefferson
school project. I was interested and read
and listened about the presidents. My fa-
vorite presidents are George Washington
and Abe Lincoln. I definitely knew one
day I want to be a lawyer and then be the
president of the United States. When my

doctor asked me one day who I wanted to
become when I grow up, I told him I wanted
to become the president. Then he laughed
and wanted to take a picture with me.

This year, I sometimes watched the presi-
dential election on TV. To become president
you have to give long speeches with com-
plicated words. You have to be mean to
other candidates and nice to your voters.
But, if you become the president, you have
your own airplane and you live in the White

House. If you become the president, you
will be very famous and running the
world because the United States is the
best country in the whole world. I would
do good things for people and make them
happy. Yes, I still want to be the presi-
dent of the United States of America even
after watching the election.

Sidh Jaddu is 7 years old and lives in Great
Falls. He is a second grader in Ms. Stanley’s
class at Forestville Elementary in Great Falls.
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”Fall”

By TINA MECHERIKUNNEL, AGE 7

Fall

The leaves drop,red and orange
Birds fly south, cold is in the air
Another year ends, a new one waits
As fall turns to winter.

FORESTVILLE ELEMENTARY,
MRS. MCCOURT'S CLASS.

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CHILDREN'S CONNECTION G. STEPHEN DULANEY

GREAT FALLS ELEMENTARY State Farm Insurance

Artwork submitted by Caitlin Giroux,

the art teacher at Great Falls Elementary. “ s t t F"N ——
aterarm-
AUTO » HOME
StefanGVoz- . LIFE » HEALTH
ages, brade L. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.*

www.gstephendulaney.com

Nate Butler, Grade 1.

Sofia Mufti,

Grade 2. 1-C WALKER RD.« GREAT FALLS, VA

Sfﬂte Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, lllinois

@) Look Your Best All Year Round H

VENUSLEGACY -I-_O O|ne
NN < Yewresse .

GREAT FALLS MEDSPA

Great Falls Center
9889 Georgetown Pike  Great Falls, VA IEDE:J.‘:

703.677.8700 -

. By Appointment Only Mon-Sat: 9 am-7 pm WL . _ _, s
Other Services: : L ':
J Facial, Chemical Peels, Massage, MicroPen, \ I_| FTEX SCU LPTFX
s Venus Freeze, Venus Legacy, B-12 Shots, VENUSLEGACY
ety

Kybella, Sclerotherapy, Whitening,

Invisalign, Botox and Fillers e i - e FREEZE TIME
REVERSE AGING

» Non-Surgical Through
Body Contouring A 3 _ | Thermal Magnetic
* Cellulite Reduction oo 1 ey Rejuvenation for Face,
« Wrinkle Reduction | s ), . ) " _ Neck and Body
* Circumferencial
Reduction
* Skin Tightening " . ~ 3
» Stretch Mark P,  Minimal Do.wntin-1e° Minimal Discomfort

- , _ " J + Affordable * Safe for All Skin Types Gannot bo combimed with any othor ofers,
Reduction A i . ¢ Acne Scars, Photoaging, Fine Lines, Stretch Marks Expires 12/30/16
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FORESTVILLE ELEMENTARY ART GALLERY

By Jenny
Wang, 9,
Forestville
Elementary,
Great Falls,
Grade 4,
Teacher: Ms.
Crotty Nancy

\ M " s .
Library, by Margaret Gao, 11, of Great
Falls, Grade 6, Teacher: Ms. Sui,
Forestville Elementary

By Jason Wang, 7, Forestville Elementary,
Grade 1, Teacher: Ms. Pappas Despina.

Beach Time, by Andrew Gao, 7, of Great
Falls, Grade 2, Teacher: Ms. Sui,
Forestville Elementary

“I Love My Corgi,” by Benjamin Mitchell,
7, Forestville Elementary, Great Falls,
Grade 2. Teacher: Mrs. Laura Stanley

8 « GREAT FALLs CONNECTION < CHILDREN'Ss CONNECTION < 2016 - 2017

By Claire Guo of Great Falls, 9, Grade 4, Colvin Run
Elementary School, Teacher: Lauren Grimm.

Wit s (8 7
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By Nicholas Cheh, 8, of Great Falls, Colvin Run.
Elementary, Grade 3, art teacher: Yanshun Sui

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



Great Falls United Methodist Preschool King’s Kids
B 0 l d Learning Through Play Preschool
ul New Student Applications For Enroliment Classes for
Children from 1
Due T F 7,2017
Your ue Tuesday, February 7, 20 10 5 years old
e Classes for 2's, 3's, 4's, Pre-K
° * Morning sessions Low Child to
Communlty * Highly experienced and qualified teachers Teacher Ratios
* Low student-teacher ratio s
* Children’s Chapel 10100 Georgetown Pike N
* Music, Art, Movement ?‘ '# Great Falls, VA 22066 - itlm.ula:mg
* Science, Math .- g 703_759_2432 . urricuium
Su Ort e Literacy, Language Arts s
pp * Two-week camp l;: { gfump.org Loving, Nurturing
. JO"“ THE FUN! Environment

Your Local *NEW* JANUARY CLASS | i Chianel

Westminster School 12103 year Spanish » PE.
Our new class for 2-1/2 to 3 year-olds S o Nat
o A Classical Education for the 215t Century starts in January on Tuesdays and Thursdays. cience ¢ Nature
uSlnesseS 0 Presenting Challenge | Building Character | Instilling Confidence Call 703-759-6935 today to tour our school and
- reserve your spot! 9:30 AM - 1:30 PM
2017-2018 REGISTRATION | 2 34045 day
. 5 * “Sneak peek” tours 10:30 a.m. to noon on programs

January 6th and 13th

The 1 . -
e PG ¢ OPEN HOUSE from 10:30 a.m. to noon on
A @ on S ¥ N | :
r 1 g Ctonnection I n rﬂ "u “ m& j“r[st Friday, January 20th

= = * New registrations will be processed first come,
% | l_}l“luran Tl] I‘IHB first served starting January 20th.
OPEN HOUSES: SCHEDULE ATOUR:

.connectlonnewspapers.com K- 8: January 10th 9:00-10:30 a.m. | Email: admissions@westminsterschool.com 10550 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA
[THE a o i s ., ’ H
PreK: January 12th 9:30-11:00 a.m. | 3819 Gallows Road, Annandale, A | 703-256-3620 Email us at kingskidspreschool@verizon.net

ON
to your community WWW.WESTMINSTERSCHOODL.CDM Visit our web site: kingskidspreschoolgreatfalls.org

King’s Kids Preschool

five learn lOve

Q VILLAGE GREEN

T — ——
“DAY SCHOOL

Where Learning Feels Like Family

* Mommy & Me

* Preschool Ages 2 & Up
* Montessori Preschool

* Private Kindergarten

* Extended Day Programs
* School Age Childcare K-6

790 Walker Road, Great Falls, Virginia

REINVENT YOUR HOME TO ENRICH YOUR LIFE~ BEFORE

Come see first hand how redesigning existing space
created better function, flow, and light in this
remodeled home.

THIS IS A MUST-SEE REMODELED HOME!

Major Remodels » Additions = Kitchens

SUN DESIGN Baths » Basements » Outdoor Spaces

ASE4FHHETLAL DEICN: RSt i 703.425.5588 SunDesigninc.com

www.vgdsva.com

703-759-4049
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CooPeR MIDDLE ScHooOL

From Lindsay Bovenzi’s
Creative Writing Class

i -

; - e

“Dog,” by Lexie Gagndn 13, of Mclean:
“I am thankful for my dog Winnie, she brightens my day
when no one else can.”

Lohita Sunkara, 13, of Gr-eat Falls:
“My photo represents that I am thankful to have wonder-
ful education and I am thankful for my teachers.”

By Jocelyn Chen, 14, of
Great Falls: “I am thankful
for the many friends, boys
and girls, I earned at this
camp because unlike
regular schools, this place
was for Taiwanese kids so
there was no discrimina-
tion or bullying.”

10 % GREAT FALLS CONNECTION <+ CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <+ 20IG - 2017

Andrea Karam, 12, of Great Falls:
“I am thankful for Lebanon, the summer and the beach!”

w' 7 '

By Keelin Byrne, 13, Mclean:

“I am thankful for my love of the water, because without
it, I would never know what it feels like to do a duck
dive under a wave.”

dyssey of the Min

By MuLAN PAN

'm sure many of you have

heard of it, and some of you

might even be in Odyssey of

the Mind competition, but
for those who aren’t, I wanted to
give you an insider’s view of what
it’s all about. I've been participat-
ing in Odyssey of the Mind, which
I will refer to as OotM, since fourth
grade, and I absolutely love it! It’s
a great enrichment activity for me,
and it helps me relax and have fun
with friends.

When I first started out, our team
chose the balsa wood problem. In
this problem, we had to build a
structure that could support the
most weight possible. It could only
be made of balsa wood and glue
and could weigh no more than fif-
teen grams. The amount of weight
held translated into points. This
part of the problem took the most
time and effort, where we experi-
mented with many different de-
signs. Every week, teammates
would bring in their newly made
structure, and we would carefully
load weights onto it until it
smashed. After we recorded the
weight held, we would then ana-
lyze it to figure out how it broke
so we could improve the design.
Guess how much weight our final
structure held? Over five hundred
pounds!

While trying to build a balsa
wood structure, we were presented
a long-term problem. We had to
come up with a solution to the
problem, which had to incorporate
the structure, and turn the solution
into an eight-minute skit. The
judges would decide how creative
and effective our solution was and

Lo -

.
r

“Mutant Penguins Celebrating Christmas”
Artwork by Mulan Pan, grade 6, resident of Great Falls and student
at Forestville Elementary School.

award us points. They would also
look at our handmade props, cos-
tumes, and other things along
those lines, and award us Style
points for those.

The Spontaneous part must be
my favorite. We were presented a
problem, and we had no clue be-
forehand what it would be. They
gave us a limited amount of time
to solve it, so we had to think on
our feet, getting our creative juices
really flowing. An example of a
problem would be, “What was the
best thing since sliced bread?”, in
which each member would give a

different response. The more cre-
ative responses our team gave, the
more points we would get.

Last March, our team got first
place in Regional Competition. It
was the best day of my life! I must
admit, we weren’t the best sports
about it though. We kept jumping
around, screaming, “We won! We
won!”, the shining gold medal
bouncing on our chest. Later in
April, we attended the State Com-
petition, where we got third place!
This year, our team is determined
to get to the World Competition
(and maybe even win!).

.

Overall, OotM is a great sport for
the mind. You get to make new
friends, exercise creativity, and
crush your rivals in the competi-
tion. You also learn how to coop-
erate with your teammates. OotM
allowed me to delve deeper into
my strengths, as well as find new
ones. Although I've only been par-
ticipating in this event for two
years, [ have no trouble saying that
it’s become my favorite part of my
after-school life.

Mulan Pan, 12, is a sixth grader at
Forestville Elementary School, Teachers:
Ms. Conner, Ms. Donlon, and Ms. Kroog
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Weekend Report, by Evie Thomas, age 5.
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Weekend Report, by Leena Melkote, age 5.
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CONGRESSWOMAN
BARBARA COMSTOCK

n" - YOUR VOICE IN CONGRESS
LUK

SOME OF THE WAYS WE CAN HELP:

H(. A b 2 Internship Opportunities

> Assistance with Various Federal
Agencies

> Assistance with Veterans Benefits
s s > Assistance with Medicare and
M any | Medicaid

> Passport Assistance

% > 10th Congressional District Young
Women Leadership Program

> Military Academy Nominations

> Applying for Federal Grants

T
Il

Washington, DC Loudoun County Shenandoah Valley

229 Cannon House 21430 Cedar Drive 117 E. Piccadilly St
Office Building Suite 218 Suite 100 D
Washington, DC 20515 Sterling, VA 20164 Winchester, VA 22601
€. 202.225.5136 ¢, 703.404.6903 ¢, 540.773.3600

COMSTOCK.HOUSE.GOV f ¥
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The Raspberry Pi

Over summer break, I got a
Raspberry Pi. I found it an
awesome tool, and here’s why.
The Raspberry Pi is a computer
chip with many ports that allow
you to access and use many
programming interfaces to create
applications, hack things, and
even create a cool mod for an
application.

But first, you will need to
assemble it. You can simply buy
a kit and follow instructions
from raspberrypi.org’s help area.
Check out the video section of it.
You will be all set in less than an
hour. Now let’s get to program-
ming on it.

An example of this would be
writing this code in a Python 3
shell for Minecraft Pi (A version
of minecraft specifically for
Raspberry Pi):

>>>from mcpi import
Minecraft

>>>mc = Minecraft.create()

>>>X,y,z2 =
mc.player.getPos()

>>>mc.player.setPos (X, y +
200, z)

This code has the power to
teleport you 200 blocks above
your current position in-game!
There is even a command that
you can do to spawn in TNT that
explodes when broken!

The best part is that you don’t
have any limits as to what you
can do! You could open a
franchise that creates apps using
Raspberry Pi’s or even upgrade
Minecraft Pi to make it as good
as the full version of minecraft!

—NEEL SHARMA, GRADE G,
Louise ARCHER ELEMENTARY

The Great Falls

Children’s Connection

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this publication
and 14 sister publications
available at
Wwww.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents

For information on advertising
email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

For information on local content

email
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Find us on Facebook | Drive home

and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/ _ the SaVi ngs'

connectionnewspapers

Kyle Knight Ins Agcy Inc Car and home combo.
THE Kyle Knight, Agent Combine your homeowners and car policies
QMECI'ION 11736 Bowman Green Drive and save big-time.
Reston, VA 20190 Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.’
Newspapers & Online ACROSS FROM RESTONTOWN CENTER ~ CALL ME TODAY

www.connectionnewspapers.com

The Connection to Your Community WWW.KYLEKNIGHT.0RG
LnET &% StateFarm-

OPENING
EARLY 2017

ACT NOW FOR
PRE-OPENING
BENEFITS

Exclusive Charter Club
membership & special
pricing until Jan 31, 2017

Save up to $10,000

This holiday season could be
the best time for your family to discuss

concerns about a senior you all love

For care tips during the holidays and when they're over,
please call The Kensington Team, who is always ready to help

he holiday season s a grear ome to share the joys of + Daily activicies to keep isolanon and loneliness ac bay
I togetherness and tradition. Bur for families whose aging + Housekeeping and maintenance to provide relief from
relatives are showing signs of decline, the holidays can homeowner demands
also be stressful and even, sad. + Transportarion to excursions to create routine opportunities
for fun and enrichment
If you notice that a senior family member seems more overwhelmed + Exquisite dining ro make mealtdme enticing and nurridous
than overjoyed during the holidays, then use this opportunity + Safery and security measures to give you and your loved one
to pay close artention to signs of concern, such as depression or peace of mind
confusion. While family is all cogecher, talk among yourselves o + Two unique levels of memory care to make every moment
consider the benehts of assisted living ar The Kensingron, such as: vount and each day as joyful as it can be
+ Best-in-class professionals ro deliver excellence in care
and service For more J'F{fbrﬂmrr'nu about care and f!ifg'sx}-{c options, call and tell us
+ Licensed nurses on-site 24/7 to preserve wellness about your family’s needs.

THE KENSINGTON
An Assisted Living Community
FALLS CHURCH
Information Center: 1212 W Broad 5t, Falls Church, VA | 703.992.9868 | www.TheKensingtonFallsChurch.com
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CoLVIN RUN ELEMENTARY
ART GALLERY

Artwork submitted by Sandy Pugh
Art Instructor.

By Alexis Woosley
Anderson, Grade 2.

By Chloe_Xie, Grade 3.

By Ponteha Aryavand of
Great Falls, Kindergarten.

By - from left - Ellena Suh,
Grade 2; Cayden McCusker of
Great Falls, Grade 2; and
Claire Nitowski, Grade 2.

By Rhys Frischling of
Great Falls, Grade 3.

14 % GREAT FALLS CONNECTION <+ CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <+ 20IG - 2017

CoLVIN RUN ELEMENTARY

Artwork submitted by teacher Lauren Grimm.

By Molly
Samburg, of
Vienna,
Grade 1.

By Morgan Frederick of

Great Falls, Grade 6. By Sanika Kale of Great Falls, Grade 5.

By Rocco Zhang,
Grade 4.
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JD CALLANDER

Direct: (703) 606-7901 #1 Agent Companywide
Office: (703) 821-1025 Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
jd@newNOVAhome.com Top 10 Realtors in Virginia
www.newNOVAhome.com NVAR 80+ Million Dollar Sales Club

3| WISHING YOU A VERY BLESSED |a#ig
s AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! st

1821 Westmoreland St, McLean $1,299.000 Y
SPECTACULAR 5BR/4.5 BA craftsman home

r 2 with incredible custom designs throughout! Easy.

B aranite i, meakiast var seating s mee | WASHINGTONIAN

= L e (- in space. Separate formal dining room: inviting
s family room with walkout to slate patio and huge
— fenced-in yard: owner’s suite with sitting arca plus
=35 luxury spa bath: huge lower level rec room!

L/ 1560 McLean Commons Ct. NOW...$839,000

AN GORGEOUS END-UNIT luxury home with
@8 brand new stainless steel appliances in the kitchen,
plus granite counters, travertine backsplash and
tile floors! Flowing open-concept floorplan;
inviting family room with fireplace; elegant

[ ~ - - -!___

living and formal dining rooms: expansive 436 Sherrow Avenue
owner’s suite with luxury bath; 1-car garage:; Falls Church City 22046
convenient and sought-after McLean location! $624,900

2% 6212 Loch Raven Drive, McLean  $825,000
a2 2 BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED 4BR/3 full bath home
located on over a 1/4 acre in sought-after POTOMAC

HILLS! Open concept floorplan; updated kitchen
with stainless steel appliances, granite and island with
breakfast bar seating; elegant living room & formal

dining room; sunroom/office; all new bathrooms 6420 Divine Street
(2016); LL with rec room, BR and bath. Huge M;:*i‘;';ﬁ 01
level yard with patio. 1 stoplight to DC! i
Chesterbrook, Longfellow & McLean schools!

2024 Madrillon Springs Ct 2004 Friendship Lane 1620 Forest Lane 9118 Briarwood Farms Ct . 704 Live Oak Dr.

Vienna 22182 Falls Church 22043 McLean 22101 Fairfax 22031 McLean 22101
$689.000 FOR RENT $3,300/month $1,548,000 $775,000 $1,495,000

Over 70 homes sold so far this year!
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CANECTION
ers & Online

UPCOMING SPECIAL EDITIONS

ECEMBER
B/2000..cccccviensrinscssnsnsncsssanChildren’s Connection 2016

ANUARY

{42007 ccniniiniinsnsnnnnnnnnnnna Wellbeing, Renewal, Resolutions
/112007 e iiiiiivnimrirnssnsnssnrrassasasnsnssnssassss HomeLifeStyle
1/1B/2007.ciiiiiiiiiiiinnnininnsnssnsmsnnnnssas Ak Camps & Schools
L/25/200 7. cneinnnennninsanrnsansnssnnsnsennnasssenCommunity Guide
1/25/2007.cciiiiiiiinisniniinnnscsnisess.. Winter Fun, Food, Arts &
Entertainment; Valentine's Preview

BRUARY

212007 enennenennnnrasnsnsnssnasassassso. Yalentine's Dining & Gifis 1

{12007 ..covnviiiinncnnnnss. Wellbeing - National Children’s Dental

lealth Month

BI201T o eisiaiiininssnnnninsssnnsnsnssnssasnsnsnsssassnsss HomeLifeStyle
BI2017T . uenisnrnninnsnninsnannsnsnnss. Valentine's Dining & Gifis 11
‘alentine’s Day is February 14

RS B LT criaisasassinidsorss khinnn s Anans kERAL I A+ Camps & Schools

Email SALES@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM for Special Pricing
D e BT ST,
Have The Connection emailed
directly to you every week!
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

i Reaching Suburban Washinglon's Leading Househalds
+ findra Gl Packed S Cosredion = (o Ml aer dion Cormechan

Mewspapers & Crfing v e Dorreetre vt e TR R o Dovecdm s Ay Alnra
# Bl Copparer a ol Pl Codrwser = Pt Gomvection
703-778-8431 + ot View T — + Seargteid Conwcton
weww Connecl anNpspagars com v Cramt iy Cormaction » Mnard Vo Farete = Varw Coblin Comrecton

Visit These Houses of Worship

To Highlight Your Faith Community,
call Karen at 703-917-6468

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH ¢ Reston

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite |

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il

Sunday School: preschool - grade 2

Music: grades 3 - 7

Sunday School Grades 3 to 6

Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service
Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. John C. N. Hall, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

10:25 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180
703-938-8525
email: fhevoffice@fhcv.org
www.fhcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 10:00 AM
CHRISTIAN LEARNING ACADEMY (SUN.) 9:00AM-9:45AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

1G % GREAT FALLS CONNECTION <« CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <+ 20IG - 2017

CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

SCHOLE ACADEMY OF
NORTHERN VIRGINIA
Artwork by siblings Evan,

Michael, Alex, and Elizabeth
Gryzlov residents of Great Falls.

“Lizard” by
Michael Gryzlov,
age 6.

“Honeysuckle” by Alex
“Cardinal” by Rachel Eliza- Gryzlov, age 13.

beth Gryzlov, age 8.

“A Dwarven King” by Evan
Gryzlov, age 11.

By Kyra
Ranakusuma,
Grade 2,
Colvin Run
Elementary.

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

e TWO POOR TEACHERS  Seectyow
o e Kitchen and Bathroom Remodellng our Mobile
past 17/ years " Showroom
and Design
Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Since 1999

Fre Estimates

703-999-2928

Visit our website: wwwtwopoorieachers com

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



HUCKABY BRISCOE CONROY

BC GROUP

Smart Real Estate Expertise ~ Since 1977 Karen
703-734-0192 | HBCGroupKW.com Briscoe

¢

Life Happens!
Make Your Move with HBC Group!

Patrick
Street
' Alexandria
| [ $639,000

6522 Divine Street
McLean $853,900

7334

Rockford
Drive
Falls
{ Church B R Ars s e Camge ol
$549,000 | | RS RICIRNEEC ST

1217 Potomac School Road 10519 Walter Thompson Drive
McLean $1,199,000 | | Vienna $825,000

1304 Sundial Drive
Reston $540,000

909 Georgetown Ridge Court 807 Sherlin Lane 2201 Londonderry Road 10252 Greenspire Drive
McLean $1,888,888 Great Falls $1,224,900 | | Alexandria $612,000 Oakton $899,900

HBC Group Community Charity Champions has Raised
Over $57,065 for Local Charities and Organizations

703-734-0192 | HBCGroupKW.com

V7

Jeanina
DiVittorio

McClintock

' N BEST
kw Servl.r.lgﬂyﬁ .D.C Flnd MD AGENTS WASHINGTONIAN

' WILLIAMS « 703-636-7300 | Each Keler Willarms Bea : lependently owned and operated = 2016
KELLERWILLIAMS. Broker: 703-636-7300 | E: - l LIS COOM B B 20]6

Haimariwma
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Seldom Wrong
But This Time
I’'m Write

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

ZONE 06: * ARLINGTON ¢ GREAT FALLS
* McLEAN ¢ ViENNA/OAKTON

(CIEASSIFIED

703-778-941

ZONE G AD DEADLINE:

MoNDAY NOON

Because of the change in some of our
publication deadlines for December, | have
had to write multiple columns weeks in
advance, somewhat unusual for me.
Typically, I write my column five days before
publication, so time-wise, I'm fairly current
and emotionally present as well. Writing
ahead, as December dead-lines (it's nothing
new. |'ve been managing to accommodate
these deadlines for years) is still a bit off-put-
ting. Though | want to think ahead and live
like I have a future; as a cancer patient, it's
difficult not to live in the present. Thinking,
feeling, projecting ahead, seems presumptu-
ous almost.

This is not to imply that I have to some-
how presume a future and write about can-
cer subjects — or not, which have not yet
happened. Hardly. My columns are rarely
time-sensitive or date-specific. Still, my col-
umns are generally better written when I'm
writing from current feelings, facts, circum-
stances, etc. And though many of the feel-
ings, facts and circumstances relating to my
condition don’t exactly change on a daily,
weekly or even monthly basis (thank God!),
surprisingly, my reaction to them sometimes
does. Moreover, writing multiple columns at
one time also forces me to pile onto myself
emotionally the effects of my disease. Which,
if you must know, I'd rather not do. In fact, if
there’s any way | can not think about my
situation, that’s a ‘way’ Id like to be.

Not that | moan and groan or woe is me
about my age 54-and-half-terminal-diagno-
sis, as those who know me or have regularly
read my columns likewise know; but some-
times 1'd prefer not to have my hand forced.
And even though reading or hearing about
other people who have been diagnosed with
lung cancer, or who have succumbed to its
ravages, doesn’t bother me — too much,
really (I've matured); occasionally, 1'd rather
be blissfully ignorant.

Although I readily admit that being igno-
rant too long concerning my disease is hardly
penny-wise but it is most definitely pound-
foolish. The trick is, somehow not getting
consumed by one’s circumstances and main-
taining an optimistic point of view. And since
I’'m a funny guy (though not really fun), I am
able to humor myself — and others, so these
less-than-ideal circumstances under which |
attempt to thrive are not overwhelming,
except when forced to confront my demons
and focus on myself when newspaper dead-
lines are advanced and jumbled and I’'m hav-
ing to write four columns in two weeks
instead of writing one column in one week.

Though it’s not exactly trouble, it is to
quote Jerry Seinfeld from a long-ago Seinfeld
episode, “something.” ‘Something’ | could
likely live without, but ‘something’ unfortu-
nately | must live with, every December. But
I'm a “big boy,” as my father used to tell me,
with “broad shoulders” (figuratively speaking
to my ability to handle the load), so I'll man-
age. In fact, in another paragraph, | will have
completed the task and the presumptive
weight of it will be off my ‘broad shoulders.’

Now | can relax a little bit, exactly what
one (especially this one with cancer) needs.
Between the holidays and advanced dead-
lines, the column-writing and the ad-selling;
I’'m living and learning with my ever-evolving
circumstances (further from the beginning or
closer to the end; | never know).

Nevertheless, | am extremely happy to
have been there and finished doing it yet
again. | hope to see you all back here next
year. Happy Holidays!

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Johnson, Richard Lee, 88, of Radnor,
PA, formerly of Vienna, VA. Beloved hus-
band of Anne Chapman (nee Hungerford)
Johnson, Father of Anne Johnson Graf
(Chappy) (Bayard H.) of Strafford, PA and
Jessie Edwards Johnson of PurceHuville,
VA. Also survived by five grandchildren
and his sister Lois Johnson Held of
Milwaukee, WI. Funeral service will be at
St. John’s Episcopal Church, McLean, VA
on Wednesday, December 28th at noon.
In lieu of flowers contributions in his
name may be made to St. John’s Church
Memorial Fund, St. John’s Episcopal
Church, 671 5 Georgetown Pike,Post
Office Box 457, McLean, VA 221 01-0457.

LIFETIME METAL ROOFING

will your roof
withstand another
storm season?

Call us today for a
free roof inspection!

WE FINANCE',M

e D qu BL

"'li.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

101 Computers 101 Computers

HDI

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

JENNIFER SMITH = Serving the Area Since 1995

> Speed Up Slow
Computers

> Virus Removal

> Computer Setup  “ .

> Help with Windows 8 & 10 '
571-265-2038

Jennifer@ HDIComputerSolutions.com

Low Vision Patients with

MACULAR DEGENERATION

DMV offers a special permit allowing

low vision patients to drive with
bioptic telescopic glasses.
Call for a FREE phone consultation

with Dr. Armstrong, Optometrist

Learn more at:
Dr. David L.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Classified or Home * Lawn * Garden:
703-917-6400

Employment: 703-917-6464

Conecrx (TASSIFIED

” Donate A Boat

or Car Today!
Boa\]' Angel

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1-800-CAR- AHOEI.

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

www.boatangel.com

sponsored by boat angeloutreah cenfers $T0P CRIMES AGAINST CHILUREN

21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE

Thai Boys Inc. trading as Tom
Yum Thai, 226 Maple Ave. W,
Vienna, VA 22180. The above
establishment is applying to
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine
and Beer On Premises and
Mixed Beverage
Restaurant license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages. Tanitta
Diewtragulchai, President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-

hidden

ance of this license must be % y
submitted to ABC no later than .
30 days from the publishing .
date of the first of two required | Kids ™
newspaper legal notices. in our }
Objections should be regis- . -~
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov | Community ’
or 800-552-3200. need -
) super parents
| believe the like you.
future is only
the past again,
entered through || Call us today!
another gate. 855-367-8637
-Arthur Wing
Pinero www.umfs.org
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Unleash your

superpowers

Become a foster parent
‘ rx

J

Save 35% & FREE SHIPPING
Call Toll-Free 1-800-270-5919
to Order Item SPX45
or Visit PittmanDavis.com/s Pxﬁﬁ

NEWSPAPERS

For Local. ..

Enplopment
Euplyes
Services
Entertainment
“Anmnouncements
-Real Estate

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your

Ad

CONECTION

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM




o TOMEG-GARDEN

703-778-94

ZONE G A DEADLINE:

'MCLEAN Visnw/ OAKTON CONNECTIONNEWsPAPERS.COM  GONTRAGTORS Monpar Noow
LANDSCAPING | ENE———
m, | [A&S CONSTRUCTION]| | \ere never to
1‘5 ‘J ,J_J_J TMIC "S0D. Mulch. Clean-Up | | COMe: it would
COMMERCIAL /| RESIDENTIAL SERVICE Leaf Removal P not be worth
Family Owned & Operated i Iiving today
Recessed Lighting Hau"ng' )
Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured 703-863-7465 -Dagobert Runes
Phone/CATV

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

GUTTER GUTTER

Our Prices Are Tough to Beat
Our Quality is Guaranteed!

(703) 587-7762
Quality Builds Trust

¢ All Concrete work

¢ Retaining Walls » Patios

¢ Decks ¢ Porches (incl.
screened) « Erosion &
Grading Solutions

¢ French Drains e Sump Pumps

e Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded * Free Estimates * Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com .!.
www.rncontractors.com BBB

PAVING PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

A&S Landscaping it

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Constructlon
Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

¢ Planting & Landscaping Design

¢ Drainage & Water Problems

e Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

e Patios and Walks ® Masonry Work or Dry Laid
¢ Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
¢ Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

EE B E E E E PP PR R

BATHROOM REMODELING [

by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.
www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

EEENE R

Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

-3 ;\".'.":;'E;{ drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience — Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

Cavecron (TASSIFIED

Classified or Home * Lawn * Garden:
703-917-6400

Employment: 703-917-6464

E-mail: classified @connectionnewspapers.com

Opening
Early 2017

NOW
HIRING

Announcing
Group Interviews for
'The Kensington Falls Church

Interview at our Information Center
onany Thursday from
December 15 until January 5 + 11am & 4pm
1212 West Broad Street, Falls Church, VA

ave you been searching for an organization with heart? Where
H you can make a difference in many lives? Where you can grow

professionally and personally? Kensington Senior Living has
been built upon two key values: a Love for Seniors and a Spirit to Serve.
We are looking for individuals who share these values and would like

O JOIN OUE team in Falls Church, where we will love and care for our

residents as we do our own families.

Now hiring qualified full-time (starting at 30 hours/week)
and part-time team members
(Health and dental insurances, f!ﬂ: msurance, Pm'{f timme ujf:md
paid holidays for full-time positions. One free meal per day.
401k plan for team members who wish to contribute.)

Care Managers (CNAs) Prep Cooks
Care Supervisors (CNAs) Urtility Staff
Licensed Professional Nurses (LPNs)  Servers

“';!]:IHEEE HI.II'HE.S (LPNS ‘.:'H'ld. wa}

Maintenance Assistant

Activities Coordinarors Housekeepers
Concierges Porters

Dining Coordinators Drivers

Cooks Laundry Attendants

THE KENSINGTON
An Assisted Living Community
FALLS CHURCH
703.992.9868
www.TheKensingtonFallsChurch.com
Information Center: :
1212 West Broad Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 =

13 0

For immediate consideration or more details,
email FallsChurchCareers@KensingtonSL.com

or call 703-992-9868.
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Happy Holidays fﬁ Ve,

from

Ir’\fi\ DA'\'

R 357002 @
WwW ".“I.',f_r REATFALLSGREATHOMES.COM

9841 GEORGETOWN PIKE  P.O. BOX 97
GREAT FALLS VA, 22066 OFFICE: 703-759-9190

#1 Seller of Luxury Homes
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