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By Kateryn Garcia Palacios, Grade 6,
Dranesville Elementary.
Submitted by Anne Nagy, Art Teacher.
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Herndon Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or herndon@connectionnewspapers.com

Children’s Connection

Take Life One Step At a Time, Photo by Sathiya Kannan, age 13, Carson
Middle, Herndon.

Fall Activity, by Abhinav Mogili, Grade 3. Floris Elementary, Art Teacher:
Joan Hussey.

Welcome
Dear Readers:
This week, the Oak Hill/Herndon Con-

nection turns over its pages to the youth
and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2017 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
school pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

By Kyla Gordon, Grade 5, Dranesville Elementary, Art Teacher: Anne Nagy.

Autumn
Tree, by
Zinat
Naqibullah,
Coates
Elementary,
Grade 1.

Scuba Div-
ing, by

Amber Li,
age 8, of

Herndon,
Grade 3,
Navy El-

ementary
School,
Fairfax,

Teacher:
Mrs. Barbara

Louie, Art
Teacher: Ms.
Yanshun Sui.
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Children’s Connection

Floris

Elementary

Artwork

Submitted by Art
Teacher Joan Hussey.

“Fall
Leaves”
by Riya
Ghate,

Grade 5.

“Celebrate” (artist Matisse inspired), by
Yalini Kathamuthu, Grade 3.

“Celebrate” (artist Matisse inspired), by
Sophia Hao, Grade 3.

“Celebrate” (artist Matisse inspired), by
Dhaya Kumaresan, Grade 3. Self portrait, Hannah Bernstein, Grade 3.

“Action Figures” by Asmita Kodityala, Grade 4.

“Celebrate” (artist Matisse inspired), by Ryan Paul,
Grade 3.

“Fall Fun” by Antonio Costa, Grade 3.

“Fall Activity” by Vikky Khvan, Grade 4.
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3460B Centreville Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
703-773-2020 / Fax: 703-991-9103

www.stveronicaschool.org • info@stveronicaschool.org

• Instructional assistants in grades Pre-K to 2
• Middle school advanced math to include Algebra and Geometry
  • LabLearners science lab for students in grades Pre-K - 8th
    • Bus Service for students living in Loudoun County
        • Middle School electives for all students in grades 6-8
            • Wireless mobile computer labs with laptops
                 • Pre-K program for 4 year olds
                       • Before/Extended day care

• Instructional assistants in grades Pre-K to 2
• Middle school advanced math to include Algebra and Geometry
  • LabLearners science lab for students in grades Pre-K - 8th
    • Bus Service for students living in Loudoun County
        • Middle School electives for all students in grades 6-8
            • Wireless mobile computer labs with laptops
                 • Pre-K program for 4 year olds
                       • Before/Extended day care

Upcoming Open Houses: Wednesday, January 11th
and Wednesday, February 1st. at 9:30am.

Upcoming Open Houses: Wednesday, January 11th
and Wednesday, February 1st. at 9:30am.

b
To Highlight
your Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday School: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. John C. N. Hall, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive COMMUNITIES

OF WORSHIP

Children’s Connection

McNair

Elementary

Art Gallery

By John-Paul
D’Andrea, age

10, McNair
Elementary,

Grade 5.

By Jaeda Hunter, age 9, McNair Elemen-
tary, Grade 3.

By Annie Guevara, age 7, McNair Elemen-
tary, Grade 2.

By Hannah,
McNair

Elementary,
Grade 5.



6  ❖  Oak Hill/Herndon Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2016 - 2017 Oak Hill/Herndon Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2016 - 2017  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Children’s Connection

Herndon Elementary Kindergarteners artwork submitted by Art Teacher Margaret McDonald. Lines That Wiggle-Silly
Monster, by (from left) Rayso Osman, Saffa Khan and Keily Taheri.

“Playing Game” by
Avery Duan, age 5,

Kintergarten,
Crossfield Elemen-

tary, Herndon,
Teacher: Ms.

Biladeau.

Beach, by
Lillian Duan,
of Herndon,
age 8, Navy
Elementary,
Teacher:
Mrs. Work-
man.

Beach Town,
by Lillian
Duan, of

Herndon, age
8, Navy

Elementary,
Teacher: Mrs.

Workman.

By Ailee
Byington,
age 5, of

Herndon,
Grade: K,
Teacher:

Yanshun Sui

A Raining School Day, by Winston Wang, age 9, Oak
Hill Elementary, Teacher: Mrs. More.

Dranesville

Elementary

Artwork

Submitted by
Anne Nagy, Art Teacher.

By Kyla Gor-
don, Grade 5.

By Kateryn Garcia
Palacios, Grade 6.

By Jacob Hoppa, Grade 3.

By Ellie Patton, Grade 5. By Alexandra Blanchet, Grade 2.

By Lian Wasser-Goren, Grade 6. By Teagan Williams, Grade 6.

Dranesville

Elementary

Artwork

Submitted by Art Teacher Anna Cadin.

By Chris
Crennel,
Grade 5.

By Ashly Alvarez Gorgua, Grade 6. By Emely Melendez, Grade 6.

By Lily Howard, Grade 2.

Savannah Baker, Grade 5.
Katherine Phillips Dranesville Elementary
5th Grade

Katherine Phillips, Grade 5.

By Savannah Baker, Grade 5.

By Emely
Melendez,
Grade 6.
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One-artist Show

"Here we go again..."

"My future pet"

"Best time of the day"

Ann Sun, 11, of Herndon, sixth grader at Forestville Elementary in Great
Falls (Teacher: Renee Riddell) submitted three pieces of artwork.

Children’s Connection

“Winter Collage” by Reina Hernandez-Lopez, Grade 3.

Coates Elementary Artwork

“Radial Design” by Edwin Serrano-Flores,
Grade 6.

“Super Hero” by Natalie Najera-Luna,
Grade 6.

“Basketball All-
star” by Kaleb
Cabell-Peebles,
Grade 4.

“Queen B” by Breanna
Bates, Grade 4.

“Gorilla”
by Elias

Chiadmi,
Grade 5.
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find  the way.
2. not appreciated or understood.

3. no longer owned or known

Helping Animals
Find Their Way
Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering, transporta-
tion, adoption center caretaking and more.

Children’s Connection

“Family Time,” by
Kina Xu, age 6,
Grade 1, The
Nysmith School,
Herndon.

“Friendship” by Iyla
Sharifahmadian,
age 6, of Fairfax,

Grade 1, Nysmith
School in Herndon.

By Ethan Zhu, age 7, of Herndon, Fox Mill Elemen-
tary, Grade 2, Teacher: Mrs. Stanton.

By Chloe Mia Zhu, age 5, of Herndon, Kindergarten,
Fox Mill Elementary, Teacher: Mrs. Fernandez.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

EmploymentEmployment

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Seldom Wrong
But This Time
I’m Write

Because of the change in some of our
publication deadlines for December, I have
had to write multiple columns weeks in
advance, somewhat unusual for me.
Typically, I write my column five days before
publication, so time-wise, I’m fairly current
and emotionally present as well. Writing
ahead, as December dead-lines (it’s nothing
new. I’ve been managing to accommodate
these deadlines for years) is still a bit off-put-
ting. Though I want to think ahead and live
like I have a future; as a cancer patient, it’s
difficult not to live in the present. Thinking,
feeling, projecting ahead, seems presumptu-
ous almost.

This is not to imply that I have to some-
how presume a future and write about can-
cer subjects — or not, which have not yet
happened. Hardly. My columns are rarely
time-sensitive or date-specific. Still, my col-
umns are generally better written when I’m
writing from current feelings, facts, circum-
stances, etc. And though many of the feel-
ings, facts and circumstances relating to my
condition don’t exactly change on a daily,
weekly or even monthly basis (thank God!),
surprisingly, my reaction to them sometimes
does. Moreover, writing multiple columns at
one time also forces me to pile onto myself
emotionally the effects of my disease. Which,
if you must know, I’d rather not do. In fact, if
there’s any way I can not think about my
situation, that’s a ‘way’ I’d like to be.

Not that I moan and groan or woe is me
about my age 54-and-half-terminal-diagno-
sis, as those who know me or have regularly
read my columns likewise know; but some-
times I’d prefer not to have my hand forced.
And even though reading or hearing about
other people who have been diagnosed with
lung cancer, or who have succumbed to its
ravages, doesn’t bother me — too much,
really (I’ve matured); occasionally, I’d rather
be blissfully ignorant.

Although I readily admit that being igno-
rant too long concerning my disease is hardly
penny-wise but it is most definitely pound-
foolish. The trick is, somehow not getting
consumed by one’s circumstances and main-
taining an optimistic point of view. And since
I’m a funny guy (though not really fun), I am
able to humor myself — and others, so these
less-than-ideal circumstances under which I
attempt to thrive are not overwhelming,
except when forced to confront my demons
and focus on myself when newspaper dead-
lines are advanced and jumbled and I’m hav-
ing to write four columns in two weeks
instead of writing one column in one week.

Though it’s not exactly trouble, it is to
quote Jerry Seinfeld from a long-ago Seinfeld
episode, “something.” ‘Something’ I could
likely live without, but ‘something’ unfortu-
nately I must live with, every December. But
I’m a “big boy,” as my father used to tell me,
with “broad shoulders” (figuratively speaking
to my ability to handle the load), so I’ll man-
age. In fact, in another paragraph, I will have
completed the task and the presumptive
weight of it will be off my ‘broad shoulders.’

Now I can relax a little bit, exactly what
one (especially this one with cancer) needs.
Between the holidays and advanced dead-
lines, the column-writing and the ad-selling;
I’m living and learning with my ever-evolving
circumstances (further from the beginning or
closer to the end; I never know).

Nevertheless, I am extremely happy to
have been there and finished doing it yet
again. I hope to see you all back here next
year. Happy Holidays!

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

CLASSIFIED
NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Children’s Connection

By Aparna
Peri, age 10,
Grade 5,
McNair
Elementary.

By Nikitha
Duraisamy, age 6,

McNair Elementary,
Herndon, Grade 1.

Soccer Game, by
Brayden Ziheng
Wang, age 11, Oak
Hill Elementary,
Grade 6, Teacher:
Kevin E.
Monaghan.
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Children’s Connection

Herndon Elementary Art Gallery

“Radial Symmetry” by Grade 5 students, Teacher:
Margaret McDonald

By Abdias
Rios-Garcia

By Carlos Abrego-Franco By Fanny Sibrian Serrano

By Yoselin Otero-Hernandez By Kaitlyn Travis

Herndon Elementary School

Optical Art, Cut Paper Collage, Grade 4, Teacher: Margaret McDonald

Herndon Elementary First Graders’ Kandinsky Cut Paper Collage, by
(from left) Aline Ayala Salguero, Elsy Lopez Lopez, Kemberly Portillo
Lopez. Teacher: Margaret McDonald.

“Paper Plate Radial Dots” by
Herndon Elementary second grad-
ers, left to right, top to bottom:
Alexsi, Baden, Aaliyah and Valeria.
Teacher: Margaret McDonald.

“Paper Plate Radial Dots” by
Herndon Elementary second grad-
ers, left to right, top to bottom:
Jace, Katherine, Evan and Laurdes.
Teacher: Margaret McDonald.

By Josalyn Rodriguez-Machoro

Herndon Elementary School

“Fall Leaves-Drawing from Observation,” Oil Pastels, by third graders.
Teacher: Margaret McDonald.

By fifth graders in Katy Curran’s class at
Hutchison Elementary in Herndon.

If I could give my mom a gift I’d give a
helpful thing, a hug or a nicest card and
a love candy and if we could go to Viet-
nam to have fun and at home finding the
notes.

—Andy Nguyen

If I could give a free gift to my mom
and dad it will be a card, it will be shiny.
Inside the card say i love you. Mom gave
me a kiss in the head. We’d all be happy.

—Bryan Rivera-Argueta

If i can give a gift to my mom with no
money it’s going to be Spanish song to make
her feel the best mom in world.

—Jose Hernandez

I will give you a hug because you have
been really nice to me and you have never
talked behind my back and I trust her be-
cause I have been best friend since second
grade and I have never heard that some-
one says to me that she is talking behind
my back or she said something mean and I
love her like a sister.

—Nancy Parada-Rodriguez

My Mom and I would like to give her a
card it would say I love you song. I’m so
happy she is the best Mom in the world.
Her food is best in the world.

P.S - I love you Mom
—Leslie Portillo

Dear mom, I love you because you do all
the work in the house and you care about
me and our family, that’s why I love you.

—Patrick Castillo

My friends are my family. It will be a hug,
a card of love and a stuffed animal. I will

give a stuffed animal that i have because
it will make her or him feel great. And I
will give her or him help them if they
need help. And I will give them a big
kiss and a big hug, all day long love.

—Sandy Arana Tome

I will give my mom a hug and a kiss
so she is happy and give her lot of hugs.

—Santiago Panozo

If i could give a gift to my dad it would
be a handmade ship, because he likes
ships.

—Umair Bhall

“Gifts to Give”


