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News

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

B
rigadier General George M.
Degnon, U.S. Air Force, has
come along way from his native
Vienna and his school days at

Langley High School in McLean, but his next
mission will play out practically in his old
home backyard. Degnon was appointed as
the Joint Task Force – National Capital Re-
gion (JTF-NCR) Deputy for Inaugural Sup-
port, reporting to Maj. Gen. Bradley A.
Becker, U.S. Army. It’s a posting that he ac-
cepted with pride, “even if it’s still a bit sur-
real.”

The JTF-NCR is tasked with all compo-
nents of the ceremonial aspects of the event,
from the planning, coordination and execu-
tion, through the final moments of an in-
auguration period that runs from Jan. 15
to Jan. 24, “and all of the moving parts in
between,” reported Degnon during a phone
interview.

U.S. Armed Forces personnel provide
musical units, color guards, honor cordons,
marching elements, and more, all designed
to honor the incoming Commander-In-Chief
and to demonstrate control of the military
by our civilian populace. Those personnel
form a true “integrated Total Force” mean-

ing Soldiers, Marines, Air-
men, and Coast Guard will all
be participating and repre-
senting their branch of ser-
vice. Brigadier Gen. Degnon
and his team – about 820
strong - will be at the helm,
coordinating that integrated
effort of more than 5,000 ser-
vice members.

THEIR ROLE may be strictly
ceremonial, but just like all
of the military who will be in
attendance in a variety of
roles, the men and women
under Degnon’s command for the Inaugu-
ral events are always on hand to “about face”
and perform as what is termed as “quick
reaction forces” in case of emergency.

Civilian law enforcement officers are the
ones responsible for the safety and security
of all personnel during the proceedings, ac-
cording to the JFT-NCR’s 58th Presidential
Inauguration Fact Sheet. The United States
Secret Service is the primary Federal agency
for security purposes, FEMA the primary for
“consequence management operations,”
and the FBI leading the way for crisis man-
agement operations.

The military has been con-
tributing to the inaugural
process since April 30, 1789,
when members of the Conti-
nental Army and veterans
were among those who es-
corted General George Wash-
ington to Federal Hall in New
York City for his swearing-in
as the nation’s first president.
The JTF-NCR (formerly the
Armed Forces Inaugural
Committee) first supported a
modern-day Inaugural Pa-
rade for President
Eisenhower in 1953. A quick

check of the JTF-NCR archives will tell you
that Eisenhower’s parade lasted more than
five hours – the longest to date. No one
knows how long the parade marking the
inauguration of Donald J. Trump as the 45th

president of the United States will be, but
Degnon says they are prepared for any and
all eventualities.

At the time of the interview with the Gen-
eral, there were no specific requests from
the Inaugural Committee or from the Presi-
dent-Elect or others of his representatives
that were cause for anything other than the
normal concern associated with such a

major moment in our democratic activities.
“Much of what takes place on the actual
Inauguration day is done according to Con-
stitutional requirements,” said Degnon.
“That aids in the planning and execution,
but we are prepared to handle changes and
requests wherever possible.”

If those ceremonial obligations weren’t
duties enough, the JTF-NCR also serves as
the official Department of Defense liaison
to the Joint Congressional Committee on
Inauguration Ceremonies and the Presiden-
tial Inaugural Committee (PIC). They are
also tasked with collecting, compiling, or-
ganizing and offering their analysis and his-
torical perspective concerning the applica-
tions submitted to the PIC for parade par-
ticipation. “Good thing we have a great
team to get us through,” said the Brigadier
General.

DEGNON has been involved in previous
inaugurations as part of his military duties,
but “not at this level.” Any length of con-
versation with the Brigadier General and
the listener is convinced that he and the
team really do have their bases covered, and
that a local boy will make his hometown
and the country proud when doing his part
toward the peaceful transition of power.

By Fallon Forbush

The Connection

D
onations received during the
holidays enabled Share to help
more people from Great Falls,

McLean, Pimmit Hills and Vienna area
than it has ever helped before.

Share’s Holiday Program, which served
590 people in 2015, provided food and
gifts to 790 people last month.

But the nonprofit’s work goes on year-
round. This is because poverty is not a
seasonal need, but an ongoing concern
for the community.

Those involved in the all-volunteer or-
ganization celebrated their holiday suc-
cesses, but were reminded of the need
still to come during its general meeting
on Thursday, Jan. 12.

“Donations are generous during the
holidays,” says Kellen Leister, the
organization’s treasurer.

The community was so generous that
Chris Wilbur, Share’s holiday program co-
ordinator, had to send some donated
food to other food banks because Share’s
pantry at the McLean Baptist Church was
overcrowded.

“I hate to turn donations away or tell
people not to donate when we’re going
to need it later,” Wilbur said during the

meeting. “It sends a bad message that we
don’t need it and we do.”

She said that by July, people will be “beg-
ging for food.”

The organization will be looking for ways
to engage the community to participate in
mid-year food drives.

More immediately, the organization is

looking for a new home for its Furniture
Program, which provides gently-used fur-
niture free of charge to individuals and
families struggling to furnish their homes
because of poverty or significant life chal-
lenges.

The Chesterbrook United Methodist
Church, which currently houses the pro-
gram, has given Share until the end of
the month to vacate the space that it has
been using.

Many clients that rely on the program
have moved from homeless shelters to
subsidized apartments and need basic
furnishings such as beds, mattresses,
tables and chairs.

“People are sleeping on cardboard
boxes in empty apartments,” says Vick
Kimm, who has been volunteering with
Share for more than 20 years. “It’s an
eye-opener for some of our suburban kids
[who volunteer].”

While Share looks for a new place to
store the trucks and furniture, it also
needs more volunteers to help transport
the merchandise to those in need.

“We have an aging moving force,” Kimm
says. “We’re always looking for help.”

Those interested in helping with
Share’s Furniture Program can contact
Stew Lingley by calling 703-556-0144 or
emailing slingley@aol.com.

Share: Poverty is Not Seasonal

Officer with Vienna, Langley High roots leads
inaugural military ceremonial activities.

Mission: Inauguration

Photo contributed

Brigadier General
George M. Degnon

Photo by Stew Lingley

Those interested in volunteering with Share’s Furniture Program can
contact Stew Lingley by calling 703-556-0144 or emailing
slingley@aol.com.
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News

Time to Register for Great
Falls Youth Writing Contest
Sixth-graders have a few more days to
register for the 2017 Great Falls Writers
Group Youth Writing Contest on Satur-
day, Jan. 21, at the Great Falls Library.
Rules and registration are at http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
30e0845a4a82ba4fa7-great. Walk-ins
who can prove residency in Great Falls
are welcome to participate, too. Win-
ners will be announced and receive cash
prizes at a celebration of reading and
writing sponsored by the Friends of the
Great Falls Library on April 29. Cecilia
O’Sullivan, 2016’s GFWG contest winner,
is seated in the front row of this picture
as she contemplates what to write about
last year’s prompt “shoes.” Knitting for a Cause

Churchill Road sixth graders learned a new skill and put it to good
use. Maryann Hwang, one of the school’s Spanish language teachers,
taught a group of her students to knit. The students made colorful
infinity scarves and donated them to a local homeless shelter.

Photo by Maryann Hwang

Churchill Road sixth graders Angelica Carlos, Pranav
Anumandla, Mack Koopmen, Joseph Racich and Jake
Loadwick with the scarves they made for a local homeless
shelter.

Photo by Christina Tyler Wenks

By Caroline Ralston

M
y experience with the Great
Falls Historical Society
(GFHS) began the summer
of 2015. I had just finished

my first year at the University of Mary Wash-
ington and was looking for an internship to
gain experience in my field of study. My love
of history and archives led me to the Soci-
ety, where I began an internship research-
ing the history of Colvin Run, as well as
some of the area’s historic homes for a Na-
tional Register of Historic Places applica-
tion. Completing my internship with GFHS
not only made me feel more connected with
Great Falls (I’ve lived here my entire life),
it also exposed me to deed research, work-
ing with microfiche, and working with pri-
mary source documents. These skills were
invaluable in my classes the next fall and
truly strengthened my research skills. Get-
ting real-world experience through this in-
ternship provided me with the confidence
to apply for scholarships, and the connec-
tions I made while interning have really
made a difference for me. When it came
time for department scholarship applica-
tions in the spring, I applied for and received
the Milton Grigg Northern Virginia APVA
Scholarship by the NoVA Chapter of Pres-
ervation Virginia. I believe that the time I
spent interning with GFHS the summer be-
fore was an important factor in my applica-
tion that helped me stand out from others.

Fast forward to summer 2016, when I was
invited to join the GFHS Board of Directors
as their Co-Chair of Communications, Pub-

lic Relations, and Website. My time on the
board has given me an inside look at how
historical societies, and boards in general,
operate. As Co-Chair of my committee divi-
sion, I’ve worked with a webmaster to learn
how to develop and maintain our website,
and now, I keep the site up- to- date with
our latest events, news, and research links.

Our latest program, a research challenge
called “The 1890s Baseball Team: What

History Reveals,” has allowed me to share
all of the skills I’ve acquired from my in-
ternship and from my classes in college with
individuals who are interested in history
too. On Jan. 11, 2017, I gave a presenta-
tion explaining how to find and use histori-
cal records to discover more about the lives
of the players featured in an 1890 photo-
graph of the local Forestville baseball team.
This program, while open to anyone, is tar-

geted towards middle and high school stu-
dents to engage young people in history and
introduce them to what GFHS is all about.
It has been very fulfilling to engage in the
community through programs like our base-
ball research challenge. I am incredibly
grateful for the opportunity to intern with
and sit on the Board of Directors for the
Great Falls Historical Society. I look forward
to continuing my work with the society and
seeing what the future brings for our com-
munity.

This 1890s Baseball Team challenge to
make a player come alive through research
program, while open to anyone, is targeted
towards middle and high school students
who have a genuine love of history. Four
students have signed up so far - one from
Whitman High School in Maryland who has
been doing genealogy research since he was
6 years old; a, gifted one young man in sixth
grade who loves history and baseball; and
two others. We are reaching out to our com-
munity to identify six more gifted young
historians who could benefit from a history
challenge that will connect him with good
research techniques and a lot of support
from GFHS members and others devoted
to local history. I know that participants will
feel what I have felt - that engaging in the
community through programs like our base-
ball team research challenge is a great learn-
ing experience that is fun and insightful.
The young man who has been doing gene-
alogy for years actually found some sources
that he did not know about that will make
his research much more productive in the
years ahead.

Caroline Ralston attends University of Mary
Washington, Class of ‘2018, and is a mem-
ber of the Great Falls Historical Society Board.

A call to young historians: Join ‘The 1890s Baseball Team:
What History Reveals’ project.

Exploring Baseball History in Great Falls

Caroline
Ralston, Great
Falls Historical
Society Board
Member and
University of
Mary Washing-
ton Junior
majoring in
Historic Pres-
ervation,
presenting an
introduction to
historic re-
search at
Wednesday,
Jan. 11 GFHS
Program.

Photo contributed
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Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

S T. F RA N C I S C R ECH E
A N E P IS C O PA L P R ES C H OO L

LOC AT E D AT ST. F R A N C I S E P I S C OPA L CH U R C H

Registration opens in January 
for the 2017-18 school year!

Contact Jane Ruppe Keihn at 703.759.2522
or creche@stfrancisgreatfalls.org
 for a tour and more information.

9220 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

703.759.2522
 www.stfrancisgreatfalls.org

Reading Rediness • Music • Chapel
P. E. Classes • Outdoor Classroom
Art Studio • Science • Social Skills

Loving & Nurturing

�

Learn as if you
were to live
forever; live as if
you were going to
die tomorrow.

—John Wooden�

Secret of
Getting Most
for Your Home

Home Seller Seminar: Become
A Savvy Seller! Will be held on
Sunday, Jan. 29, 1-4 p.m. at Keller
Williams, 774-A Walker Rd., Great
Falls. This free, no obligation semi-
nar, is offered by Lyons McGuire
Homes & Estates of Keller Williams
Realty. Speakers include a profes-
sional stager, organizer and pho-
tographer. Learn insider secrets to
getting the most money for your
home. RSVP:
LyonsMcGuire@LyonsMcGuire.com

Week in Great Falls

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday at noon.

The S.P.O.T for Youth
Wednesday’s at 7 p.m. A place
where youth can come together and
pray, ask questions about the faith and
receive mentorship. The spot is a min-
istry of First Baptist Church of Vienna
located at 450 Orchard Street, NW
Vienna.

First Baptist Church of Vienna
located at 450 Orchard Street, NW
Vienna. Sunday services are held at 7:45
and 10 a.m. weekly. Wednesday Night
with the Family service is held at 6 p.m.
followed by corporate singing at 7 p.m.
Bible studies take place Tuesday’s at noon.

Wesley United Methodist
Church located at 711 Spring Street
SE, Vienna, Virginia 22180, at the cor-
ner of Spring Street and Moore Avenue.
10:30 a.m. –Fellowship time in the fel-
lowship hall, 11 a.m. Traditional family
worship in sanctuary. If you are seeking
a church home which encourages: car-
ing and supportive fellowship, an active
and devoted prayer life and study of
scripture, support for local and world
missions, an open, responsive aware-
ness to the presence and power of God’s
Holy Spirit.

Youth Activities at Wesley
United Methodist Church Activities
are open to all 6th-12th graders. Youth
Sunday School meets every Sunday at
10:00am in the Upper room.

Youth Bible Study will meet every
Sunday at 4:30pm off-site. Following
bible study we will ride together over to
the church for youth group. Email the
Youth Ministry Staff for the address if
interested! The Anchor meets every
Sunday from 6pm-8pm in the fellowship
hall. Join us for dinner, games, worship,
and diving deeper into the Word!

During the summer, Youth Sunday
School meets most Sundays at 9:00am
in the Upper room. To receive the news-
letter or for more information contact
youth@wesleyvienna.org.

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church at
the intersection of Lewinsville and
Brook Roads in McLean, just a mile west
of Tysons, invites you for a casual Sat-
urday Service at 5 p.m., followed by
conversation and fellowship or for Sun-
day Services at 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. Sunday
School for Youth and Children takes place
during the 10 a.m. Service. Look for our
Pumpkin Patch this October, and check
www.stthomasmcleanva.org for Special
Events and Services through the year. St.
Thomas’ Episcopal Church, 8991 Brook
Road, McLean, 703-442-0330.

Faith Notes
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Opinion

W
hile most voters in the United
States did not vote for Donald
Trump for president, it was all
the more so here in Northern

Virginia. Hillary Clinton won the popular vote
nationwide by 2.9 million votes.

In Virginia, Clinton won 49.75 percent to
44.43 percent over Trump; 1,981,473 votes for
Clinton to 1,769,443 votes for Trump.

In the City of Alexandria, Clinton
won 75.56 percent of the vote, with
17.54 percent voting for Trump; 57,242
to 13,285 votes.

In Arlington, Clinton won 75.83 percent of
the vote, with 16.64 percent voting for Trump;
92,016 to 20,186 votes.

In Fairfax County, Clinton won 64.43 per-
cent of the vote, with 28.61 percent voting for
Trump; 355,133 to 157,710 votes.

Most people in this area didn’t vote for the

kind of changes that might be coming with this
change of administration and party. They didn’t
vote to repeal the Affordable Care Act. They
didn’t vote to give massive tax breaks to the
nation’s wealthiest families, in many cases
millions of dollars per family. Certainly they
didn’t vote for broadside attacks on Medicare,
or to undo progress on climate change. This

list could go on for some time.
With all of this and much more un-

der consideration, we rely on our mem-
bers of Congress, including our two

U.S. senators, to fight, to stand up and resist
changes that are against the values and beliefs
of most Virginia voters, to sound the call to
action in every case it is needed.

U.S. Rep. Don Beyer says he will not attend
the inauguration.

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly and U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner rallied with thousands in Alexandria

last weekend to oppose the repeal of
the Affordable Care Act.

Even the one Republican member
of Congress from the region, U.S. Rep.
Barbara Comstock (R-10), spoke out
against Trump during the election.

Comstock could play an important role stand-
ing up for the values of voters in her district,
and will play an important role in represent-
ing the interests of the region.

Call your representatives and tell them what
matters to you. Every Virginia resident is rep-
resented by Virginia’s two U.S. senators and
one member of Congress. Of course this per-
tains to those who supported Trump as well.

Beyer: 202-225-4376
Connolly: 202-225-1492
Comstock: 202-225-5136
Warner: 202-224-2023
U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine: 202-224-4024
We welcome your letters to the editor; sub-

mit at http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/
contact/letter/

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Counting on Our Reps in Congress
Sound the call to action; resist changes that are
against the values and beliefs of most Virginia voters.

Editorial

An Apology to
LGBTQ
Community
To the Editor:

My community involvement be-
gan in 1989 with my opposition
to Family Life Education (FLE).
Among the reasons I opposed FLE
were that it promoted the accep-
tance of homosexuality and said
that gays cannot change. For 25
years I have made public state-
ments that homosexuality was a
choice and that it could be “prayed
away.” I was very wrong.

Feelings are generally not a choice,
as is recognized by my church’s
website, mormonandgay.org. For my
past statements, I apologize to the
LGBTQ community.

I wish my social conservative
friends would be more understand-

ing that probably most gay and
transgender persons did not choose
to have the feelings they have. Of-
ten these feelings begin at a very
young age. A family member should
be able to acknowledge same-sex
attraction or gender preference
without fear of rejection, loss of em-
ployment or opportunity. When we
social conservatives ask gays to live
celibate or ask transgender persons
to use bathrooms for their biologi-
cal gender, we should understand
that we are asking a lot. We have
not walked in their shoes.

I do not believe that most gay
and transgender persons want to
undermine Christian values; they
want to be able to act on power-
ful feelings they did not ask to
have. I do believe though that
some who are promoting LGBTQ
rights do oppose Christian values
and advocate an androgynous so-
ciety. For example a lawyer for

Gavin Grimm, whose bathroom
case is before the Supreme Court,
is the Secular Society Women’s
Rights Legal Fellow at the ACLU.

Eroding the standards of mod-
esty between male and female
makes society more dangerous for
women. What may now seem to
be a casual act for a man may be
regarded as rape by a woman. The
casualness we have introduced
over recent decades I think is re-
sponsible for the well-publicized
statistic that 20 percent of college
coeds are sexually assaulted.

While I therefore believe bath-
room use should be based on bio-
logical gender, I understand that
this imposes a great hardship on
transgender persons. I would hope
that other social conservatives
would understand this too.

Arthur Purves
Vienna

Letters to the Editor

Are you interested in making Fairfax County
more bike-friendly? On Feb. 4, 2017, Fairfax Alli-
ance for Better Bicycling (FABB) is hosting a free
workshop that will provide attendees the basic
tools and strategies needed to help make bicycling
conditions better in Fairfax County. The workshop
will be held on Saturday, Feb. 4, 2017, from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
8304 Old Keene Mill Rd in Springfield (across the
street from the Springfield Golf and Country Club).

There is no charge for the workshop; however,
participants are asked to pre-register before Jan.
29, 2017 (www.fabb-bikes.org). Lunch will be
provided. Topics include: components of a suc-
cessful advocacy campaign, developing an advo-

cacy plan, online advocacy tools, and why citizen
advocates make a difference. Attendees will have
time to develop their own campaigns. Presenters
are local citizens with a proven record of leading
advocacy campaigns: FABB members Sonya
Breehey, Bruce Wright, and Alan Young, and
Fionnuala Quinn of The Bureau of Good Roads.

FABB is an all-volunteer nonprofit organization
dedicated to improving conditions for bicyclists of
all ages, nationalities, and walks of life. Over the
past decade FABB has played a key role in advanc-
ing bicycling in Fairfax County. More information
about the organization and workshop can be found
at www.fabb-bikes.org or by contacting Bruce
Wright at info@fabb-bikes.org or 703-328-9619.

Bicycle Advocacy Workshop Feb. 4

Stopping
Gerrymandering
in Virginia
To the Editor:

As the new legislative year be-
gins in Richmond, I hope more
voters will join the effort to stop
gerrymandering in Virginia. An
overwhelming majority of us (as
well as Presidents Reagan and
Kennedy in the past and Clinton,
G.H.W. Bush, G. Bush, and Obama
now) favor this cause.

To stop gerrymandering, we must
change Virginia’s constitution. And
as long as our legislators can make
law in back rooms and with voice
votes (that record yea or nay but
not individual legislator’s votes),
that won’t happen. We’ll all have to
step up. To learn how, visit
OneVirginia2021.org and look up
“Delegate Jerry Mandering” on
Facebook.

Dianne Thomas
Fairfax

Write
The Connection welcomes views
on any public issue. The deadline

for all material is noon Friday.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
north@connectionnewspapers.com
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PRIVATE SALE
• Sold prior to entering into MLS
• Sold at Full-Price
• “Fox Vale Farm” Community
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French-Euro Bistro
in the heart of McLean since 1981

Café Tatti

"Best of Mclean"  -The Washingtonian
DINNER SPECIALS: Fresh Rainbow Trout Or Lamb Shank  $18.95

Served w/Caesar salad vegetable potato
LUNCH: Omelets your choice, Sandwiches, Soup & Salads,

Eggs Benedicts  *Quiche Loraine, Quiche Florentine, and more.
Under $12.95

www.cafetatti.com

703-790-5164
6627 Old Dominion Drive

McLean, VA
McLean Square Mall

Classes for 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, Pre-K

Highly experienced and 

Children’s Chapel

Great Falls United Methodist Preschool
10100 Georgetown Pike Great Falls, VA 22066 gfump.org

Call 703-759-2432 for an appointment

 due Tuesday, February 7, 2017

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

I
n an effort to confront reli-
gious intolerance, a group of
local middle school students
will attend a camp aimed at

bringing together children from
different religions and giving them
the chance to come together, make
new friendships, visit houses of
worship, learn about other tradi-
tions and practice dialogue to con-
front Islamophobia and Anti-
Semitism.

“Campers will get experiences in
synagogues, mosques and
churches,” said Shoshana Abrams
of Kids4Peace. “They’ll see how
others pray, how they celebrate
and what they believe. It’s help-
ing to break down stereotypes. A
lot of interfaith action is needed
to combat Islamophobia and bring
together people of different
faiths.”

Kids4Peace’s Interfaith Day
Camp is one of a diverse variety
of summer camps available to lo-
cal children. From performing arts,
wilderness adventures and sports
to language immersion, standard-
ized test prep and community ser-
vice, the summer offerings in the
Washington region are plentiful.
Though warm weather is months
away, this is the time to start plan-
ning for camp and finding the best
fit, say child development experts.
“You want to include your child
from the beginning of the process,”
said Carolyn Lorente, Ph.D , pro-
fessor of psychology at Northern
Virginia Community College in Al-
exandria. “Explore options by fol-
lowing their interests. I like to ask
kids ‘What problem would you like
to solve?’ For instance, would they
like to learn how to play basket-
ball, how to make a rocket, how

to see other galaxies, how to paint
with acrylics, how to star in a play?
These [questions] will point you
in a direction that is good for both
you and your child.”

Local camps fairs such as the
Northern Virginia Camp & Sum-
mer Fun Expo, offer access to a
variety of both day and overnight
options in one location. “We want
parents to know that there are
many different options out there,

and they’re going to find out all
the specifics about many camps,”
said Jacky Dooly, of Northern Vir-
ginia Camp & Summer Fun Expo
and Washington Parent in
Bethesda, Maryland. “There will
be specific sports camps like swim-
ming and martial arts. Maybe child
has academic issues and they need
to get caught up. If so, there are
academic programs.”

Before attending a camp fair,

Local camp fairs help families navigate
the maze of summer camp offerings.

Planning for Summer Camp

Photo courtesy of Kids4Peace

The Kids4Peace Interfaith Summer Camp is aimed at helping to break down religious
stereotypes.

Photo courtesy of Washington Parent

Face painting will be one of the activities available at the
Northern Virginia Camp & Summer Fun Expo.
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• Non-Surgical
Body Contouring

• Cellulite Reduction

• Wrinkle Reduction

• Circumferencial
Reduction

• Skin Tightening

• Stretch Mark
Reduction

Patients Love DermaPen!

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

• Minimal Downtime • Minimal Discomfort
• Affordable • Safe for All Skin Types
• Acne Scars, Photoaging, Fine Lines, Stretch Marks

BEFORE AFTER

By Appointment Only Mon-Sat: 9 am-7 pm

Look Your Best All Year Round

Other Services:
Facial, Chemical Peels, Massage, MicroPen,

Venus Freeze, Venus Legacy, B-12 Shots,
Kybella, Sclerotherapy, Whitening,

Invisalign, Botox and Fillers FREEZE TIME
REVERSE AGING

BEFORE AFTER

Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 1/30/17

$400 OFF$400 OFF

Through
Thermal Magnetic

Rejuvenation for Face,
Neck and Body

Venus
Legacy

Treatment

(New Customer)

Venus
Legacy

Treatment

(New Customer)

Dooly suggests that families pre-
pare themselves, and there are
questions that she recommends
parents ask prospective camp of-
ficials. “Does the camp offer early
morning care as well as later
evening care?” she asks. “Find out
information about the food that is
offered at the camp. How much
activity will your child get during
the day? If you’re interested in a
particular camp, find out if it fits
within your budget.”

“I’d also want to know how they
are going to keep your child safe,

how they encourage participation,
and the percentage of returning
camp counselors and campers,”
added Lorente. “If you have a
camp with high return rates that
indicates that it is a place where
people want to be.”

Mandarin immersion, public
speaking and science exploration
are among the choices that will
be available this summer at BA-
SIS Independent Summer
McLean. Noting that this will be
the camp’s inaugural summer,
Asha Bruot, spokeswoman for

McLean BASIS, says that there
will also be “a traditional day
camp for students in first through
fifth [grades] with thematically-
linked activities, classroom
projects, outdoor games, drama,
music, and art.”

“Summer camp should be a
place for your child to explore,
play [and] become,” said Lorente.
“The school year has become so
structured. I would want a camp
that has embedded in it time for
child-directed exploration [and]
free-time.”

For More
Information
2017 CAMP & SUMMER FUN EXPOS
Sunday, Jan. 29: The Montgomery

County Camp & Summer Fun Expo/
Hilton Hotel & Executive Meeting
Center/Rockville, Md.

Saturday & Sunday, Feb, 25-26:
The Northern Virginia Camp &
Summer Fun Expo/Dulles Town
Center Mall, Dulles, VA.

www.washingtonparent.com/

Kids4Peace Camp: http://
www.k4p.org/chapters/washington-
dc/

Tips on Trips and Camps: (Feb. 12,
1-3:30 p.m.(, Walt Whitman High
School(, 7100 Whittier Blvd.
Bethesda, Md., 301-881-0547 or
http://tipsontripsandcamps.com/dc/

Photo courtesy of Washington Parent

Camp fairs, such as the Northern Virginia Camp & Sum-
mer Fun Expo, give families an opportunity to see the
variety of summer camps available.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA
450 ORCHARD STREET, NW

VIENNA, VA 22180
703-938-8525

email: fbcvoffice@fbcv.org
www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 10:00 AM
CHRISTIAN LEARNING ACADEMY (SUN.) 9:00AM-9:45AM

MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday School: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. John C. N. Hall, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

F
airfax County Public Schools interim super-
intendent Steve Lockard is asking for
$130.4 million more for the school system’s
FY2018 operating budget than the previ-

ous year, a 4.9 percent increase, to a total of $2.8
billion.

Lockard spoke at the school board’s regular busi-
ness meeting, announcing the budget, on Jan. 12.

“This really is a basic needs budget,” Lockard said
in an interview. He stressed that two key priorities
of the proposed budget are em-
ployee compensation and class-
room resources.

“Our programs are what
separate Fairfax County from
other school systems,” he said.
“We’re only as good as the
people we have leading them.”

Fairfax County Public
Schools’ population has
eclipsed 188,000 students at
around 200 schools and cen-
ters. The staff is nearly 28,000
employees, 90 percent based in
the schools.

In 2016, former superintendent Dr. Karen Garza
led a charge for increasing teacher salaries, which
she said have been lagging behind the market aver-
age and are causing Fairfax County to lose teachers
to surrounding jurisdictions as well as fail to attract
high quality new instructors.

Last year’s approved budget managed a step in-
crease for employees and began a four-year plan for
bringing salaries to the market average.

“We really started in earnest last year,” Lockard

said, “the biggest part of the budget proposal con-
tinues that work.”

The FY2018 proposed budget includes $44 mil-
lion for an average step increase of 2.5 percent for
all eligible employees, including teachers and non-
teachers. As part of that multi-year market average-
matching plan, there’s also a $33.2 million invest-
ment for teacher pay.

Another $41.2 million covers “anticipated increases
in health insurance and contributions to the retire-
ment systems,” according to a release from FCPS.

Kimberly Adams is president of the Fairfax County
Council of PTAs. She’s also a librarian at Mantua El-
ementary School.

“The most encouraging thing is the superintendent
kept class size and teacher compensation at the fore-
front,” she said.

But getting a 5.7 percent raise over FY2017 in the
transfer from the Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors “is going to be a struggle,” said Adams.

Lockard said the FCPS bud-
get requires 72.2 percent of the
total revenue from the county.

“We’re so appreciative of our
funding partners at the Board
of Supervisors for the collabo-
rative work last year,” he said.
“We wanted to advocate for the
needs that we have, but we
need to be prepared should the
funding not occur. We recog-
nize the challenging fiscal
times.”

Pre-empting the school
board’s adoption of this budget

and an advertised transfer from the supervisors,
Lockard has already reconvened a budget task force
that spent six months combing through the budget
last year looking for inefficiencies and opportunities
to trim.

“The group will examine work from last year, but
also, any additional things we haven’t considered,”
Lockard said, adding that the group is already at
work.

Lockard Channels Garza,
Proposes $2.8 Billion FCPS Budget
FY2018 focuses on
employee compensation
and classroom resources.

Fairfax County Public Schools interim superintendent Steve Lockard spoke at the FCPS
school board regular business meeting, announcing the budget, on Jan. 12.
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See FCPS Budget,  Page 15

“We wanted to advocate
for the needs that we
have, but we need to be
prepared should the
funding not occur.”

— Steve Lockard,
Interim Superintendent,

Fairfax County Public Schools

Build Your Community

Support Your Local
Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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See Horse Riding,  Page 13

News

By Ken Moore

The Connection

G
reat Falls resident Kim Karanik
navigated a three-and-a-half-
year obstacle course to make
riding activities and equestrian

lessons more accessible and available to
county children.

“I stand by the strength children gain from
riding,” she testified before the Planning
Commission on Thursday, Jan. 12.

Dranesville Supervisor John Foust served
as a course judge of sorts, Karanik said,
helping her navigate county policy along the
way. The county created an Equestrian Task
Force which published a report in March
2012 that claimed “zoning regulations act
as obstacles in providing equestrian oppor-
tunities for private horse owners as well as
commercial equestrian-related providers.”

The Planning Commission held a public
hearing Thursday, Jan. 12, to discuss a
change to zoning ordinance that will allow
“small scale horseback riding lessons as a
home occupation subject to specific limita-
tions designed to minimize the impact of
the lessons on surrounding properties,” ac-
cording to Planning Commission docu-
ments.

THE BOARD of Supervisors will hold its
public hearing on Feb. 14.

Specifically, the proposed ordinance
would allow residents to conduct riding les-
sons at home like piano lessons, tutoring,
or other private instruction activities.

According to Planning Commission docu-
ments, hours of operation would be limited
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to minimize impact
on surrounding neighbors; and all horses
for riding must be kept on the property and
can’t be transported or ridden to the prop-
erty for lessons. On lots between two and
five acres, the maximum amount of instruc-
tion is eight students in one day and no
more than two students can be given les-
sons at any given time. On lots five acres or
more, a maximum of four students can be
taught at any given time.

“This has garnered so much support from
the riding and equestrian community,” said
at-large Planning Commissioner Janyce
Hedetniemi. “It has been encouraging to
those of us who love horses here in Fairfax
County.”

About six equestrian supporters testified
in support after another Great Falls resident
highlighted impacts that the proposed or-
dinance could have on surrounding neigh-
bors.

“This type of applicant needs to be given
public scrutiny. There’s a huge difference
between indoor piano lessons and outdoor

Let Horses Play Piano, Too
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DID YOU KNOW?
Enforced by Federal law all states must have a transparent

website that clearly shows all contractors licenses. If they’ve
ever paid taxes in VA, they’re in there. Easily validate your
contractor by going to http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/
LicenseLookup/

Contractors are validated through their Class License and
Specialty Licenses. Class C contractors can only perform jobs
of a monetary value up to $10,000.00 and ONLY $150,000
yr. Class B contractors up to $120,000.00, and no more than
$750,000 per yr. Class A there is no monetary limit.

For Bathroom or Kitchen remodels a number of different
Specialty Licenses are required. BLD License covers framing,
drywall, tile work. PLB covers all plumbing such as the
replacement of shower and kitchen faucets. ELE covers electri-
cal work such as the replacement of lighting. HVA covers the
replacement of ventilation fans and range hoods.

How do I submit a complaint about my Unlicensed
Contractor?

Due to code limitations in the Virginia Uniform Statewide
Building Code, complaints regarding construction activity
more than two years old cannot be accepted.

• If a person identifies him/herself as a licensed contractor
and it is discovered the person is not licensed, it is a violation
of State and County Code. Complaints/violations may be
reported using the online complaint form; or

• Call the Department of Code Compliance at 703-324-
1300, TTY 711, to start the complaint process and an investi-
gator from the Code Enforcement Branch will contact you; or

• Call the Virginia State Department of Professional and
Occupational Regulation at 804-367-8500, TTY 711.

What are the risks of Unlicensed Contractors?
In most circumstances, unlicensed contractors offer lower

quotes because they do not pay a licensing fee, or obtain a
bond to protect their work, and in many cases, don’t purchase
liability or workers compensation insurance. Without these

expenses, the unlicensed contractor can offer a lower rate.
Many things can go wrong on a construction site, from

injuries to shoddy workmanship to destruction of power,
sewer or water lines. Ultimately, all issues are the responsibility
of the general contractor. The general contractor and their
insurance carriers are the primary payers in the event some-
thing goes awry on the job.

What most people don’t know is that if you don’t hire a
licensed and insured contractor to handle your project, you’re
the general contractor! If your unlicensed contractor breaks a
sewer line, you’re responsible. If a worker gets hurt and can’t
work for two years, and there’s no workers compensation cov-
erage in place, you are on the hook for that workers’ medical
bills and lost wages.

The implications of using an unlicensed contractor go
beyond the risks associated with the property worked on and
injury to the workers. A homeowner or association that hires
an unlicensed contractor can also be liable for the negligence
of the contractor.

A neighboring property, a passerby or other property that is
negligently damaged by the contractor can lead to liability to
the person that hired the contractor. As the contractor’s
employer the hiring party is responsible for the contractor’s
actions during the course of that employment.

When a general contractor takes on a job they have overall
responsibility for legal compliance, safety, quality of workman-
ship and just about everything else that happens on the job
site. What’s more, your homeowners insurance or landlord
liability insurance isn’t going to cover you for these events.

All policies exempt damage caused by the use of illegal or
unlicensed contractors. Fire and water damage can be...
expensive. If an unlicensed contractor improperly installs an
appliance, such as a water heater that leaks and in rare
instances explodes, your insurance will not cover it. If an unli-
censed contractor installs an appliance, such as a dishwasher,
and so on, the product warranty will be voided.

If you knowingly enter into a contract with an unlicensed
contractor, you are not allowed to use the fact that the con-
tractor is unlicensed as a defense for non-payment. Note that
an unlicensed contractor can still file suit for fraud and deceit.

Those who are caught contracting without a license likely
will have to appear before a District Court Judge and DPOR
investigator to answer to misdemeanor charges that can carry
a potential sentence of up to six months in jail and/or a
$5,000 fine, as well as an administrative fine of $200 to
$15,000.

If illegal contracting continues, the penalties become more
severe. A second offense results in a mandatory 90-day jail
sentence and a fine of 20 percent of the contract price or
$5,000. https://vacode.org/54.1-1115/

Felony charges are filed against anyone who illegally uses
another person’s contractor license or who tries to mislead
consumers into believing that he or she is a licensed contrac-
tor. Anyone who contracts for work in a state or federal natu-
ral disaster area without an active state contractor license also
could face felony charges. If convicted of a felony, a person
may have to serve time in state prison.

Furthermore, your state contractor board will not “typ-
ically” help you to make a warranty claim “Contractor
Recovery Fund” against an unlicensed contractor. So if you are
trying to recover at all, you will need to go to civil court. Even
if you win in civil court, without a bond, there’s a good
chance the unlicensed contractor will not be able to pay your
damages.

Recently, Fairfax County has been using sites like Zillow
and Realtor.com to see if improvements have been done
when selling ones home! AGAIN, the days of hiring an unli-
censed “Friend”, or “Neighbor” to work for monetary pur-
poses is strictly prohibited and is easily verified through
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup/.

All in all, it’s not worth it! Always protect yourself by hiring
a licensed contractor for your remodeling project.

Free Estimates: 703-999-2928
Visit our Website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Always protect yourself by hiring a licensed contractor for your remodeling project!

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Since 1999

Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 13

‘Poema de Andalucía’ at The Alden on Saturday, Jan. 28
New York City’s Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana, one of the nation’s premier flamenco
and Spanish dance companies, comes to The Alden at the McLean Community Center
(MCC) for a single performance at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28. Tickets are $35 for the
general public, $20 for MCC tax district residents. The theatre is located at 1234
Ingleside Avenue. Tickets are on sale now. For more information or to purchase tickets
online, visit:www.aldentheatre.org or call 703-790-0123, TTY: 711.

Send announcements to
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/.
Deadline is Friday at noon for the
following week’s paper. Photos/artwork
encouraged.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 18
McLean Newcomers and

Neighbors Monthly Luncheon
11:30 a.m. Duangrat’s Thai, 5878
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA.
Patrick Lucas of the Fairfax County.
Police Crime Prevention Unit will
speak. Cost of the luncheon: $22. To
R.S.V.P. for the luncheon, e-mail
Gloria Cohan,
gloriacohan@gmail.com by January
12. Prospective members are invited.
www.McleanNewcomers.org

SATURDAY/JAN. 21
Shakespeare’s “The Two

Gentlemen of Verona” 2 p.m.;
Live music at 1:30 p.m. 1234
Ingleside Ave. McLean. When long-
distance love tangles the heartstrings
of the play’s title characters, it takes
two clever women, a pair of devoted
servants and a dog to make things
right. Shakespeare tries out some of
his most popular ideas for the first
time in this early comedy. $35/$25
MCC tax district residents.

Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet”
7:30 p.m. 1234 Ingleside Ave.
McLean. With its ravishing language
and uproarious comedy, “Romeo and
Juliet” celebrates love’s triumph and
its trivialities. Verona’s walls embrace
the volatility of youth as well as the
wisdom and restraint that often
escape young and old alike.
Admission: $35/$25 MCC tax district
residents

district residents. ASC Ticket
Package: Purchase tickets to all three
plays and a pre-performance seminar,
“Brush Up Your Shakespeare” on
Thursday, Jan. 12, at 7:30 p.m. for
$88/$60 MCC tax district residents.

THURSDAY/JAN. 26
“Arts Night Out” 6:30 - 9 p.m. 1234

Ingleside Avenue, McLean. MPA
Exhibitions Director, Nancy Sausser,
will guide us through the artwork on
exhibit with an insightful Art Talk at
7:45 p.m. All proceeds from this
benefit will be donated to local
charities. Tickets are $20 in advance
or $25 at the door. For more
information and to order tickets visit
www.ndwc.org.

FRIDAY, JAN.27
McLean Art Society Meeting with

Oil Painter Pattie Hipscher 10 -
noon McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave. Ms. Hipscher
teaches at the Washington Art
League and is a recent recipient of an
award from The Arlington Artist’s
Alliance for a portrait of her son.
703-790-0123.

Old Firehouse Friday Night Trips
Bazooka Ball Sports 3:30 - 10
p.m. Join the staff at The Old
Firehouse as they go to Bazooka Ball
Sports to play two versions of indoor,
paint-less paintball, using Nerf and
airsoft balls instead of actual
paintballs. Pizza, arcade tokens and
two hours of Bazooka Ball are
included in the fee. A signed waiver
is required by Bazooka Ball for
participation. $40/$30 MCC district
residents.

SUNDAY/JAN. 22
Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town” 2

p.m.; Live music at 1:30 p.m. The
Alden 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
McLean. A moving look at life in the

small town of Grover’s Corners, “Our
Town” examines what it means to
grow up. Through three acts: “Daily
Life,” “Love and Marriage” and
“Death and Eternity,” Thornton
Wilder studies the deeply personal

yet remarkably universal lives of the
Webb and Gibbs families. This
poignant American tale explores
friendship, love and death, but most
importantly, what it truly means to
live. Admission: $35/$25 MCC tax
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

From Page 12

Calendar

From Page 11

Horse Riding Lessons Discussed

horseback riding instruction,” she said, asking who
will monitor care of the horses and the amount of
activity that takes place.

No special events will be permitted. “Good luck
enforcing that,” said the Great Falls resident.

The zoning ordinance passed unanimously, but
Mount Vernon Planning Commissioner Earl Flanagan
urged all to stay involved so the county can monitor
the effectiveness of the ordinance, if passed by the
supervisors, as well as “fine-tune” necessary specifi-
cations.

CURRENTLY, A SPECIAL PERMIT to teach riding
lessons requires a $8,180 application fee, just to start

the process.
“While evidence is anecdotal, the equestrian com-

munity has seen a long-term decline in the number
of riding programs available in Fairfax County, as
property owners and horse trainers are concerned
about the consequences of potential zoning viola-
tions associated with the board of more than three
horses or with offering any riding lessons,” accord-
ing to the staff reports.

Before last week’s zoning ordinance hearing,
Karanik said zoning regulations go “against one
group of children that don’t always fit into the soc-
cer group or the basketball group.

“Every other sport, you’re allowed to do at your
home,” said Karanik.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY/JAN. 27 & 28
The Art of Marriage
      Friday 6:45 - 9 p.m. Saturday 9 - 3

p.m.  When you were standing at the
altar reciting your marriage vows,
did you have any idea that marriage
would be so complex? It probably
didn’t take you long to understand
that your spouse is not as much like
you as you thought. But figuring
them out is more than just an
equation. Marriage is more than a
science; it’s an art. And like any art
form, requires an investment of time,
focused study and the right tools. If
you need to soften some of the edges
in your relationship, or want to
brighten the landscape of your
marriage, The Art of Marriage is for
you. $60 Early Registration by
January 12. viennapres.org/
strengthen-your-marriage

SATURDAY, JAN. 28
“Flamenco 101: An Overview of

Flamenco History and Styles”
6:30 p.m. 1234 Ingleside Ave. A
lecture and Q&A session with
Flamenco educator Estela Vélez de
Paredez that will deepen your
understanding of flamenco dance and
make your experience watching
Flamenco Vivo/Carlota Santana
much richer. $5/$3 MCC tax district
residents.

Flamenco Vivo/Carlota Santana 8
p.m. 1234 Ingleside Ave. You’ll forget
all about the winter weather outside
when Flamenco Vivo/Carlota
Santana heats up The Alden.
Flamenco Vivo brings an exciting
evening of flamenco to the stage
featuring accomplished artists from
the U.S. and Spain. $35/$20 MCC
tax district residents.

‘Hungry Hearts Tour’
Comes to McLean

American Shakespeare Center’s “Hungry Hearts Tour” perform-
ing William Shakespeare’s “Two Gentlemen of Verona,” “Romeo
and Juliet” and Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town” at the Alden The-
atre, McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave, McLean.
Performances are Jan. 21 & 22, 2017. “Romeo and Juliet,” on
Saturday, Jan. 21, 8 p.m. “The Two Gentlemen of Verona” on
Saturday, Jan. 21, 2 p.m. and “Our Town” on Sunday, Jan. 22, 2
p.m. For each performance the doors open and pre-show music
starts 30 minutes before the performance. Tickets $35/$25MCC
tax district residents. Tickets: visit: www.aldentheatre.org or call
703-790-0123.

Photo by Michael Bailey/Courtesy of McLean Community Center

Romeo and Juliet in American Shakespeare Center’s
production of ‘Romeo and Juliet.’
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409 Hnhhandyman.com

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Quality Builds Trust
(703) 587-7762

www.mainstreet-home-improvement.com

Windows & Doors • Roofing • Gutters

Our Prices Are Tough to Beat
Our Quality is Guaranteed!

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior

* Drywall
* Carpentry

* Powerwash
* Cleaning/Organizing

* Roofs

Call Jorge anytime - 703-901-6603

PAINTING PAINTING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

If tomorrow 
were never to
come, it would
not be worth
living today.

-Dagobert Runes

Notification for Change of Name

I SRINIVAS REDDY MARKANTI , son of MARVANTI KIS-
TAIAH , holder of Indian Passport No. J5476996 issued at HY-
DERABAD on Jun 03, 2011 , permanent resident of, H NO 2-
100, REKULAPALLY, SIRIKONDA NIZAMABAD 503165 , In-
dia and presently residing at 1936 KENNEDY DR, APT 103, 
MCLEAN 22102, USA do hereby change my name from SRI-
NIVAS MARVANTI to SRINIVAS REDDY MARKANTI , with 
immediate effect.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I Think
Therefore
I’m Not

As much as I write a good game, and talk a
good game, I don’t think as good a game as I
write and talk. As I sit and write this column,
on Saturday, January 14, I am four days away
from my regular, recurring, quarterly CT Scan,
scheduled for Wednesday, January 18, fol-
lowed up almost immediately by my normal
post-scan, face-to-face appointment (I have
had telephone appointments) with my oncolo-
gist two days later on Friday, January 20. As
you all are reading this column, it’s almost like
real time, except you only know my feelings
and some dates, but not the results/facts.

Nor do I, of course, as of this column’s
publication and of your reading it, and therein
lies the reason for this column. Waiting, won-
dering, worrying and hoping is what I/Team
Lourie will be doing for the next six days. And
though we’ve all been through it before
(nearly eight years of ‘it’), enduring ‘it’ never
gets any easier. In fact, it gets more difficult in
a way. Partially because, given my original “13
month to two-year prognosis, this waiting for
scan results shouldn’t be happening. I can’t
help thinking that I’m borrowing time. I wasn’t
diagnosed as “terminal” for nothing. I was/am
a stage IV, non-small cell lung cancer, meaning
the cancer had (1) metastasized (spread)
which is never good and (2) was inoperable,
which is self-explanatory. Both of which deter-
mine a stage IV diagnosis thereby minimizing
one’s options. Ergo, my prognosis. Yet here I
am, nearly eight years later, anticipating the
results of my next CT Scan to learn whether
I’ve been given another reprieve or another
reminder of why I was diagnosed stage IV in
the first place: tumor growth and/or
movement.

Somehow, I must ignore the facts and the
statistics, ignore the reality; and as Andy
Dufresne said to “Red” in “The Shawshank
Redemption:” Get busy living or get busy
dying.” Which as you regular readers know is
what I try to do, or at least write like I try to
do. And to friends and family, it appears to be
what I’m doing. However, in my head, six
days away from learning my fate (at least for
the next three months until my next CT
Scan/brain MRI), I am not exactly ‘living’ it.
I’m stuck, more or less, between “why worry”
and “what if?” As a consequence, I can’t get
out of my own way, sort of; heck, I can barely
get out of other people’s way.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not moping
around “woeing-is-me;” that’s not my nature.
But I am having some difficulty deluding
myself into thinking (living) that the next few
days are somehow a random-type meaning-
less occurrence that will have no bearing on
my life. Quite the contrary, it’s everything.
There’s no more important time in my life
than waiting for the results of the varying diag-
nostic tests that I have. And though I remain
mostly asymptomatic now, (last week’s col-
umn: “Slippery Hope” notwithstanding), I was
also asymptomatic (generally speaking) when I
was first diagnosed in February 2009.
Consequently, feeling nothing does not pro-
vide the same comfort and joy as you might
think. Granted, feeling symptoms would be
worse. But considering that over the years
feeling/not feeling symptoms have both lead
to encouraging and discouraging results, I’m
not comforted by anything until after my
oncologist tells me if my warranty has been
extended.

Feeling something, feeling nothing; I never
know what to feel except fear — of the
unknown, and for the next few days, my
future is what’s unknown. Living through that
is always a challenge. If I’ve convinced readers
and friends and family otherwise, all the bet-
ter. Personally speaking, it’s only easy writing
and talking about it. Living it is another story
entirely.

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers
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One added stress contributing to what
Lockard anticipates will be a $90 million
shortfall is a change in the schedule for
paying into the Virginia Retirement System.
An earlier plan had the school system pay-
ing a $25 million obligation in FY2019,
however that has been pushed up to
FY2018.

“We’ve been actively lobbying to see if
there’s any way that can get moved back,”
Lockard said.

FCPS had also hoped to benefit from a
meals tax that was on the ballot last No-
vember and could have contributed an es-
timated $70 million to the school system.
The measure was voted down, much to the
dismay of teachers like Precious Crabtree,
who teaches K-6 art at Deer Park Elemen-
tary School in Centreville.

“I was devastated as an employee,”
Crabtree said. And looking at the FY2018
budget, she acknowledged, “the reality is
we’re not going to get all of it.”

But Crabtree added that she and other
teachers are still hopeful, encouraged by the
ambitious proposal.

“If you don’t ask, say what you need, you
don’t get anything,” she said.

Lockard is continuing Garza’s work, she
said, though the school board hopes to have
a new superintendent in place by the end
of the current school year.

“We need someone who is strong,”
Crabtree said, “who isn’t going to back
down. It’s frustrating that every year is a
struggle, that you have to fight.”

Lockard said since 2008, FCPS has cut
half a billion dollars from the operating
budget, including 2,200 positions.

“We’re constantly peeling back the layers
of the onion to try to continue to become
as efficient as possible,” he said. “There
comes a point where you begin to impact
services you can provide.”

Part of the proposed budget includes pre-
liminary changes to the ERSC local retire-
ment fund. Though perhaps not as visceral
of a threat as cutting fourth grade strings,
Fairfax Education Association president
Kevin Hickerson said that potential change
stops short of providing more competitive
compensation overall.

“We cannot provide the level of educa-
tion our students deserve if we are short
staffed, stretched thin and losing employ-
ees to surrounding areas,” Hickerson said
in a statement.

Lockard emphasized that this proposed
budget is just the beginning of a long bud-
get process, and that the Commonwealth
of Virginia has yet to sign into law its bud-
get, which will have an impact on that FCPS
shortfall.

“We remain hopeful and recognize the
challenge,” he said. “We’re preparing our-
selves to roll up our sleeves, figure out how
to best meet our budgetary needs and con-
tinue to provide excellent services students
deserve and have come to expect in FCPS.”

A public hearing on the proposed budget
is scheduled for Jan. 30. For more informa-
tion, visit www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/bud-
get/FY2018.

From Page 10

FCPS Budget
News
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We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers
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ABC LICENSE
JD Sisters, Inc., trading as 

Aroma Indian Cuisine, 4052 
Campbell Ave. Arlington, VA 

22206. The above 
establishment is  

applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine & 

Beer On Premises; Mixed 
Beverage license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic 
beverages, 

Jyoti Chhatwal, President
NOTE: Objections to the 

issuance of this license must 
be submitted to ABC no later 

than 30 days from the publish-
ing date of the first of two 
required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be 
registered at 

www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison

EmploymentEmployment

PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM 
AIDE POSITION

KIDDIE COUNTRY
Developmental Learning Center
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd, Burke, VA 22015

email:  kiddiecountryii@aol.com

We are looking for a kind, caring 
individual who loves children and is 

interested in assisting in the care and 
development of preschool age children. 

Applicants must be committed to 
excellence in the classroom and the 

positive and appropriate implementation 
of a planned  high quality program. 
Split position 9:00am-1:00pm and 

3:00-5:30 or 6:00pm M-F
703-644-0066 EOE

Sr. Project Engineer

HNTB Corp., Arlington, VA.
Lead ITS and traffic engineering design.

Reference job #1216-15060 & send 
resume to D. Harden,

715 Kirk Drive, Kansas City, MO 64105. 
EOE.

Saturday, January 21 at 9:00 A.M.
Presentation begins at 9:20

Learn more about teaching at our school and finding
jobs in private schools. Teachers of diverse back-

grounds and experiences are encouraged to attend.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304

703-212-2284

is hosting an

EDUCATOR OPEN HOUSE
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www. GreatFallsGreatHomes.comJan & Dan Laytham  Dianne Van Volkenburg

Susan Canis
Associate Realtor

Sally Marvin
Associate Realtor

Jan & Dan Laytham
Dianne Van Volkenburg

Office: 703-757-3222
9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066 • 703-759-9190Justin Scango

Associate Realtor
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