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M
ore than 100 offic-
ers from Fairfax
County and the
City of Alexandria

reported for duty during the pre-
dawn hours of Jan. 20 to help pro-
vide security during Inauguration
Day activities in Washington, D.C.

The local officers, including 105
from the Fairfax Police Depart-
ment and 13 from the Alexandria
Sheriff’s Office, were among more
than 3,000 local law enforcement
officials sworn in to assist with

security during the inaugura-
tion of Donald Trump as 45th

president of the United States.
Officers began arriving in

D.C. around 2:30 a.m. and
worked throughout the day,
ending their shift around 10
p.m. that night. Alexandria
Sheriff’s Office deputies were
posted in front of the Trump
International Hotel on Pennsyl-
vania Avenue with APD offic-
ers nearby.

— Jeanne Theismann

Inauguration Day Duty
Local officers provide
security for inaugural events.

Fairfax County police officers, in foreground, provide security to President Donald
Trump’s limousine as it makes its way through the streets of Washington during the
Inauguration Day parade Jan. 20. More than 3,000 officers from across the country
were sworn in to assist with Inauguration activities, including law enforcement
officers from the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office and Police Department.

Photo by

Mark Mogle/The Gazette

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

T
he death of a woman who
struggled with mental ill-
ness at the Fairfax County

jail is among the many recent con-
troversies in Virginia correctional
facilities, a reform effort that
spans from changing how deaths
behind bars are investigated to
how law-enforcement officers in-
teract with suspects who suffer
from mental illness.

“When you talk to pilots about
planes crashing, they don’t say it’s

any one thing that happens. It’s a
multitude of things,” said Del.
Patrick Hope (D-47). “And each
piece of legislation that we have
will have some sort of stop gap to
make sure that it doesn’t happen
again.”

Back in 2015, an African-Ameri-
can woman diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia named Natasha McKenna
died after being hit four times at
the Fairfax jail with a Taser stun
gun while she was restrained. The
medical examiner eventually ruled
that she died from “excited de-
lirium,” although critics say that’s

a designation created to protect
law-enforcement officials.

More recently, an inmate at the
Hampton Roads Regional Jail
named Jamycheal Mitchell, who
also had mental illness, died of
starvation. His family was in Rich-
mond last week lobbying lawmak-
ers to take action now.

“We plead with legislators to
ensure that changes are made in
the law to better protect young
men like Jamycheal who suffer
from mental illness,” said Roxanne
Adams, his aunt, during a press
conference in Richmond last week.
“We ask that real changes be
implemented at Virginia jails to
prevent another mentally ill young
man like Jamycheal Mitchell from
dying.”

MENTAL-HEALTH REFORM is
at the top of the agenda of law-
makers on both sides of the aisle
yet again, prompted by the most
recent cycle of tragedy and reform.
But it’s an old story, one that dates
back to the deinstitutionalization
of psychiatric hospitals decades
ago. The last major round of re-
forms came after state Sen. Creigh
Deeds (D-25) was attacked by his
son, who struggled with mental
illness and died from suicide im-
mediately after the attack on his
father. Deeds sought help for his
son on the day of the attack but

was turned away.
Since that time, Deeds has been

engaged in an ongoing effort to
reform mental health services, in-
cluding reshaping the community
service boards that provide those
services in the Commonwealth.

“Because the changes are signifi-
cant and costly, we have adopted
a staged approach to implemen-
tation,” said Deeds in a written
statement. “The first step is to re-
quire same day access to service.”

Democratic Gov. Terry McAuliffe
put mental-health reform at the
top of his agenda this year, men-
tioning it first in his list of priori-
ties for the year. The governor’s
budget includes new funding to
allow community services boards
across the commonwealth to offer
same-day service for people in the
midst of a behavioral-health cri-
sis. McAuliffe says that will allow
them to serve Virginians rather
than turning them away, as hap-
pened in the Deeds case.

“One result of our challenged

mental health system is that too
many individuals who suffer from
behavioral health disorders wind
up in jail, where there are not
enough resources to properly care
for them,” said McAuliffe. “To
solve that problem, I have pro-
posed legislation and funding to
expand mental health screenings
in local and regional jails.”

THE INTERSECTION of law-en-
forcement officials and people
who suffer from mental illness is
a major theme of legislation this
year. One of the changes that’s al-
ready receiving agreement from
both sides of the aisle examines
how these deaths are investigated.
A Republican senator from Chesa-
peake is pushing for the state De-
partment of Corrections to inves-
tigate all deaths behind bars,
which he says will provide some
consistency to a haphazard system
that varies greatly from urban ar-
eas to rural parts of the common

Mental Illness Takes Center Stage in Richmond
Death of Fairfax County inmate among recent controversies prompting action.

Deputies restrain Natasha McKenna at the Fairfax County
Jail, where she was hit with a Taser stun gun four times
while restrained. Her death led to questions about how
deaths behind bars are investigated and how law-enforce-
ment officers interact with people who suffer from men-
tal illness.
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703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

1
Huntington Club condos - 2601
Indian Drive

The Huntington Club Condominium As-
sociation is reviewing development group
IDI’s proposal for a mix of residential types,
retail and hotel and office space.

2
Penn Daw area of U.S. Route 1:
South Alex

The former Penn Daw Plaza shopping
center was rezoned as part of a 2012 Com-
prehensive Plan amendment for the Penn
Daw area and is set to be replaced by a
mixed-use development. The development,
now named “South Alex,” will feature 400
apartments, 41 townhomes and 44,000
square-feet of ground-level retail space.
Work on the site plan is underway, as is
demolishing, clearing and grading. Con-
struction should last from a year and a half
to two years.

3
Novus Property Holdings - Rich-
mond Highway at Fairview Drive

Novus, LLC (Cafritz Interests) is planning
to replace the Wendy’s Tai Kwon Do studio
and Title Max loans building on a 5.3-acre
site with a 340-unit multifamily dwelling
structure. The developer has filed a rezon-
ing application, however there aren’t any
hearings scheduled thus far.

4
North Hill area 33-acres along U.S.
Rt. 1 by Lockheed Blvd.

In March 2015, members of the Fairfax
County Redevelopment and Housing Au-
thority voted in favor of moving forward
with interim agreement to develop the re-
maining 33 acres of North Hill. (Fifteen
acres out of a 1981 land purchase have been
developed as Woodley Hills Estates.) The
Community Housing Partners of Virginia
and Philadelphia-based developer Pennrose
partnership have proposed building 278
multi-family apartments in six separate
buildings, up to 195 townhomes and leav-
ing some space for a park. A number of the
units would be designated for households
with lower incomes. More information is
available online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

rha/ north_hill. The Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors have yet to
adopt Comprehensive Plan changes
that would allow the plans to move
forward.

5
Fairfield Inn & Suites - 6421
U.S. Rt. 1

The Hersha Group has nearly fin-
ished constructing a new 108-room
development.

See Outlook,  Page 16

Business Outlook
Commercial, residential and historic
projects are changing the landscape.Reshaping the Region

Photo courtesy of Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation
The future Belvoir Square, formerly called Accotink Village, will include 283 residen-
tial units and 24,000 square-feet of retail space.

Image courtesy of the Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation
A rendering of the new South Alex multi-use area
planned for the site of Penn Daw Plaza.

Photo courtesy of The Parker at Huntington Metro
The Parker at Huntington Metro luxury apartment build-
ing is open and taking on tenants.

Image courtesy of the Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation
The development in the former Penn Daw Plaza shop-
ping center is set to include 400 apartments and 41
townhomes.
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City of Alexandria $3,495,000
909 Vicar Lane Rare opportunity to acquire a home on
one of Alexandria’s finest streets. This in-town estate was 
restored and expanded in 2008 and offers luxurious
appointments. 

Diann Hicks Carlson 703.628.2440

Alexandria $250,000
5902 Mount Eagle Dr #1502 Condo in Montebello, a park-
like oasis of 35 acres, minutes from Old Town. Updated 1 bdrm 
w/1005 SF; private, enclosed balcony w/ POTOMAC RIVER VIEW; 
newer kitchen cabinets, bathroom, HVAC & windows; freshly 
painted & new carpet. Vacation at home w/ indoor & outdoor 
pools, tennis, cafe, social activities, & 24/7 security.
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418  Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

Kingsgate Condo/Alexandria $399,000
1735 Braddock Pl W #301 2 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath condo!  Home 
features 2 master bdrms w/ walk in closets & attached baths. Triple & 
Double Pane windows installed in 2014! Stove, Refrigerator & W/D re-
placed in 2012! HVAC replaced in 2011, water heater replaced in 2012! 
Tons of natural light w/ corner condo, 1/2 bath on main level, walk to 
restaurants, shopping, & more! Easy access to 395 & metro bus!

Maren Seubert 703.835.2580

Alexandria
$580,000

1622 Boyle Street 2BD/2BA. 
Just blocks to King St and 
Braddock Rd METRO Stations! 
Fabulous end unit townhouse 
with open kitchen, updated 
bathrooms, and finished walk-
out basement. Situated on a 
wonderful 5000+ sqft lot with ful-
ly fenced backyard and patio for 
outdoor entertaining or future 
expansion. Enjoy the shops and 
restaurants of Old Town.

Gretchen Wilkinson 
703.597.8089

Alexandria $439,000
3647 Ransom Pl.  Pristine 
3 LVL, 3/4 BR, 3.5 BA brick 
front townhome w/ Gorgeous 
Hardwood Flrs, & Stunning 
Kitchen w/ Granite, Island, 
Stainless, & Eat-In Area w/ 
Skylights! Fantastic Lower Lvl 
w/ Fam. Rm., Fireplace, Custom 
bar, Den/4th BR, & Full BA.  All 
baths Remodeled, & Master BR 
w/ Luxurious Master BA & Walk-In 
Closet. Relaxing Deck, Steps to 
Nature Park, & near OldTown, 
Kingstowne, 495, Shops, 
Restaurants, Fort Belvoir, & DC!
Lisa McCaskill  703.615.6036

Alexandria
$585,000

7800 Locust Leaf 
Lane 3BR, 2.55 
BA End TH on cul-
de-sac backs to 
woods.
Open floor plan 
with bumpouts. Up-
graded! Hdwd main 
level! Rec. Rm with 
custom storage. 2 
car garage!

 Marianne Welds 
703.869.1320

Open Sunday 1-4pm

Alexandria $525,000
400 Madison Street #1606 Spectacular views of DC monuments and 
Potomac River from all rooms in a 1 bd., 1.5 ba and its 45 ft. private 
balcony. 1 garage space, extra storage, 24/7 concierge and steps to metro. 

Lib Willey 703.362.7206

Close to Van Dorn Metro/Kingstowne $319,999
5945 Terrapin Pl #302  TOP FLOOR-2 level,2br, 2.5ba with upgraded 
kitchen & baths. Gas FP, crown molding, balcony. Upper with 2 master 
suites, vaulted ceilings, huge closets. Upper level washer/dryer. Walk to 
Van Dorn metro. Kingstowne nearby.

Julie F. Hall 703.786.3634

NEW LISTING

Old Town/Yates Gardens $815,000
924 S. St. Asaph You’ll love this charming stone front townhouse in the 
southeast quadrant. Two large BRs, 2 full baths, finished lower level, updated 
kitchen, two FPs. The bonus is a stunning FR addition with built-ins, 11 foot 
ceilings and French doors to a deck and private brick patio. Open 2-4, Sunday.

Mary Hurlbut & Michael Seith 703.980.9595

JUST LISTED!

Rosemont $615,000
17 East Linden Street 
Charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
stone front townhouse with 3 
finished levels and off street 
parking. Updated kitchen, 
wonderful 3 season porch with 
vaulted ceiling and skylights. 
Refinished hardwood floors on 
2 levels, new carpet in walk-out 
lower level, freshly painted 
with new windows throughout!  
Blocks to 2 Metro stations, 
shops & restaurants in Old 
Town and Del Ray!

Christine Garner 
703.587.4855

NEW LISTING

Open Sunday 1-4pm

Open Sunday 1-4pm

 PRICE IMPROVEMENT

Alexandria City/West End $219,800
200 North Pickett Street, Unit #1110 Prepare to be delighted! 
Dramatic FP  & espresso floors in LR/DR. Spacious 1BR/1.5BA, 960 
Sq.Ft. Renovated kitchen w/granite counters. Large owner’s suite. 2 
walk-in closets. Full-size W/D. Expansive balcony w/magnificent creek 
& park views—elec. grills OK. Garage+visitor parking. Pool, tennis, 
exercise, party room. Commuters—bus stop in front & easy Metro. 
Library & park across street. 24 hour Harris Teeter & new Aldi. Come see!

Barbara Rosen 703.407.6481

DEL RAY $594,900
7 Herbert Street Coming 
Soon. Spacious Del Ray town-
house just blocks to shops and 
restaurants on Mount Vernon 
Avenue! Three level townhome 
with three bedrooms and two 
and a half baths, updated eat-
in kitchen, gas fireplace, hard-
wood floors, deck for outdoor 
entertaining, large master suite 
with vaulted ceilings and one 
car garage and driveway for 
convenient off-street parking. 

Bobi Bomar and Ellen 
Patrick 703-328-9430

COMING SOON

Open Sunday 2-4pm
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See Prisoner,  Page 15

News

By Shirley Ruhe

Gazette Packet

I
n Virginia, 38,000 citizens
were incarcerated in 2016.
Almost 90 percent of those re-

leased return home.
What happens next? As one

former prisoner put it, they give
you a $25 check and take you to a
Metro stop and remind you to see
your parole officer in the next 24
hours. What do you do next?
Where do you go? The barriers
toward survival “on the outside”
include difficulty finding employ-
ment due to reluctance of employ-
ers to hire an ex-offender, complex
family relationships, cultural
shock as they reenter the commu-
nity and difficulty finding housing.

Harold Clarke, director of Cor-
rections in the Commonwealth of
Virginia, says the major obstacle
right now is employment, “A num-
ber of employers are reluctant to
provide employment because they
are concerned about the criminal
history.” He says that the “ban the
box movement” instituted by the
governor is a step in the right di-
rection since a former prisoner is
not disqualified immediately.
“But,” Clarke said,” the criminal
history will come up later in the
job application process.” Clarke
adds that national research shows
that people with a criminal history
have a 40 percent less chance of
securing employment.

Elizabeth Jones Valderrama, ex-
ecutive director of Offender Aid
and Restoration (OAR), an orga-
nization working with formerly
incarcerated prisoners in Arling-
ton, Alexandria and Falls Church,
says she thinks the major problem
is job retention. “We can usually
find them a job, although it may
not be at a livable wage. But the
formerly incarcerated person isn’t
used to waking up on their own,
deciding what to have for lunch,
keeping a schedule. Everything in
prison is decided for you.”

Mary Ulrich, in Virginia state
prisons for 8.5 years, had been
trained in horticulture in prison,
earning a technical certification in
seven areas. When she got out of
prison she went to every garden-
ing place in Northern Virginia and
was rejected when they found out
where she had received her train-
ing. After a suggestion from a staff
person at OAR she decided to start
her own business. “It had been in

the back of my mind,” she said.
So she bought a scooter and

with a saddlebag full of garden-
ing tools and plants juggled be-
tween her knees, she found a cli-
ent. Now she owns a Chevy Tahoe
which she says will be paid off next
month. While she is still strug-
gling, she is making a business
designing and landscaping yards
and businesses.

Terry Garrett, a former prisoner
who was released in March 6,
2006 said, “It is discouraging
sometimes. You know the rejection
is coming. You have to find that
one person who will give you a
chance.” In her case, it was the
Salvation Army, but it triggered
her asthma and she ended up in

the hospital, “so I had to quit. I
applied for disability and worked
at Cosi’s on King Street until my
disability came through.” Now she
is a public speaker for Guest House

Prisoner Reentry: The Problem
Employment and housing prove to be major hurdles.

Terry Garrett with Gov. Terry McAuliffe: “I walk by my
former drug dealers all the time in Alexandria.”

Part I
A three-part series focusing on prisoner

reentry in Northern Virginia.

The Numbers
38,000 incarcerated in Virginia
1,100 sentenced in Fairfax County
800 sentenced in Arlington County
11 per 10,000 incarcerated in Fairfax

County
25-40 per 10,000 incarcerated in Ar-

lington County*
For comparison 112-176 per 10,000

in top group includes Bristol,
Martinsville and Danville

*grouped with other similar counties
Numbers are included in the Virginia

Department of Corrections Fy2014 Ju-
dicial Mapping Project
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex/Hollin Hall
8011 Jackson Road

Beautifully renovated and
expanded rambler w/over
1700+ sq. ft. of stunning
one-level contemporary liv-
ing space. 3BRs, 2.5BAs.
Gourmet kitchen opens to
vaulted Great Room
w/stone fireplace.
Gorgeous owner’s suite.
Beautiful fenced bkyd

w/patio, fire pit, shed. Located in Waynewood Elementary district, &
short walk to Hollin Hall shopping center.

Alex/Riverside Est.$649,900
8425 Mt. Vernon Highway

Beautiful home w/over 4000
fin sq ft & 2 lvl addn plus
600+ sq ft bsmt in lovely
Riverside Estates. Great Rm on
ML w/gas FP & wet bar.
Adjacent Family Rm w/wood
burning FP. An office adjoins
the gorgeous 20’x32’ MBR
addn w/vaulted Douglas Fir
ceiling & skylights.

Library/studio (32’x 12’) on upper lvl addition. Both HVAC systems, HWH
& roof replcd 2011. 1 mile to GW Pkwy. Close to Ft. Belvoir.

Alex/Riverside Estates
$639,900

8522 Wagon wheel Road
Absolute gorgeous 4BR, 3BA expanded
& updated Split on large beautiful lot
w/fenced backyard.  Two 16x14 ft.
additions, Office off the MBR & Sun rm
off the Living rm.  Updates include:
roof, HWH, HVAC, baths, kit (floor,
cabinets, appliances & counters) –
Freshly painted interior & exterior.

Approximately 3200 fin sq ft plus 2 car garage w/new driveway.  5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins
to Old Town, 28 mins to Ntl Airport, 33 mins to Pentagon.  Agents – this property is listed &
offers a 3% C. S. Will activated in MRIS early Feb but can be shown earlier thru appt w/Rex.
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Alex/Potomac Valley $624,900
8815 Vernon View Drive

KNOCK DOWN GORGEOUS
RENOVATION – Turning a
lovely 3BR, 1.5BA Duckling
into a beautiful 5BR, 3BA
Swan!!  New:  Roof, Gutters,
Windows, 3Baths, Kitchen,
Flooring, Paint etc. etc...
Kitchen gutted, expanded &
open to Living & Dining

rooms.  Beautiful Travertine flooring in Kitchen & Baths – Lovely 255 sq
ft screened porch overlooks a beautiful, large, fenced bkyd.  Two minutes
to GW Pkwy, 10 mins to Alex – This is a 10!!!

Alex/Wessynton $679,900
3301 Wessynton Way

Beautiful Contemporary
Home on one of Wessnyton’s
premiere wooded lots, back-
ing to over 10 acres of pris-
tine forest, teeming w/wildlife
& spectacular views.  Large
kit w/breakfast area, separate
dining rm, beautiful hdwd flrs.
Liv & Din rms w/fireplace,

wall of windows brings outdoors inside - Garage & Deck -Community boat
ramp, swimming pool, & walking trails. Minutes to Old Town (N) and Ft.
Belvoir (S).
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Alex/Sequoyah $157,900
3879 El Camino Place

Lovely, well maintained, 2 bedroom & 1
bath, w/open floor plan-Large living
room w/raised fireplace & sliding glass
doors to front patio.  Spacious kitchen
w/large pantry, opens up to living room-
New carpeting installed & new bathroom
vanity. Master BR has large walk-in
closet – Both bedrooms have sliding
glass doors that open to rear patio-Rear
& front patios are fenced w/gates for
your convenient access. Close to Ft.
Belvoir, Old Town Alexandria.
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News

W
ith the Virginia General As-
sembly underway, many in
dividuals and groups are
traveling to the capital of

the Commonwealth to lobby lawmakers.
State Sen. Scott Surovell (D-44) has

scheduled a pair of town hall meetings to
discuss work being done at the General As-
sembly with constituents. For Mount Vernon
District, the meeting will be Saturday, Feb.
11 from 9 to 11 a.m. at Whitman Middle
School, 2500 Parkers Lane. State Sen. Adam
Ebbin (D-30) and Del. Paul Krizek (D-44)
will also participate at the meeting.

A meeting in Lee District is scheduled for

Residents Meet with Legislators in Richmond
Saturday, Feb. 11 from 1 to 3 p.m. at
Hayfield Elementary School, 7633 Tele-
graph Road. State Sen. George Barker (D-
39) and Del. Mark Sickles (D-43) will join
this meeting.

Supervisor Jeff McKay will hold two town
hall meetings and annual open house on
Saturday Jan. 28. The first town hall starts
at 9:30 a.m., joined by Barker and Sickles,
at Island Creek Elementary School 7855
Morning View Lane, followed by an open
house at the Franconia Government Center
at 11 a.m. A second town hall will be at 1:30
p.m. with Ebbin and Sickles at Mount Eagle
Elementary School, 6116 N Kings Highway.

Members of the Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church meet with (cen-
ter) state Sen. Scott Surovell (D-
36) in Richmond.

Photos contributed

Center, state Sen.
Scott Surovell (D-36)
meets with members
of the Northern
Virginia Conservation
Trust during the 2017
General Assembly
session in Richmond.

Hayfield Secondary School stu-
dents travel to Richmond to talk
with (center) state Sen. Adam
Ebbin (D-30) about the VA STAR
(Virginia Student Training and
Refurbishment) program.

Hayfield Secondary School stu-
dents travel to Richmond to talk
with (center) state Sen. Adam
Ebbin (D-30) about the VA STAR
(Virginia Student Training and
Refurbishment) program.

Center, state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) meets with Alexandria and Arling-
ton Public Schools representatives from the Virginia Education Associa-
tion in Richmond.

Set the Mood for a Romantic Dinner
in your New Kitchen!

Find out how, please call:

703-339-0300
www.gereli.com
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#1 Real Estate Brand Online* | Unmatched Property Exposure on 725+ Websites | 110-Year Legacy

Trust your home to
a Powerful Brand 

with Proven Results

Open House Sunday 1-4pm  Groveton Baptist Church
2506 Dawn Drive, Alexandria VA Fantastic 3 BR 4 BA home w/ an open floor plan and hardwood floors on the main level. 
Stainless, granite, hardwoods, newer roof, windows, formal DR, master suite , nice family room on LL w/ full bath, storage, 
extra room for an office/bedroom are just a few upgrades to this home. Sliding door leading to the flat backyard w/ deck 
and 2 patios. DC, Metro, 95, 395, Old Town, MGM $649,000 Cathy D’Antuono (703) 819-3077  http://bit.ly/2kkQiuA

Alexandria 310 King St. | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

*comScore, Jan.-Dec. 2015. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be 
accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2016 Coldwell Banker 
Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Previews 
International and the Previews logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 10713MA_A6/16

Interested in Real Estate? Pre-Licensing Classes in Old Town begin on 1/30. Register at www.cbrbschool.com

Harbor View
10821 Greene Drive, Lorton VA Seller Says Bring Offers! Best value on 
the Occoquan River, Navigable waterfront. Timeless architectural detail, 
pano views & well designed flrpln. Boat membership conveys. 4B 3.5B 
$839,500 Susan Gray Chambers (703) 203-9900  http://bit.ly/2e9qgaU 

Hallowing Point River Estates
5909 River Drive, Lorton VA Bring Offer!! Waterfront just updated w/ 
enhancements throughout! Come for the views stay for the resort 
lifestyle. Luxurious 7600 sf Potomac River Pano views, 5B 4.5BT, Private 
$1,925,000 Susan Gray Chambers (703) 203-9900  http://bit.ly/2dyejgg

Open Sunday 1-4pm
Old Town
122 Cameron Mews, 
Alexandria VA
This beautiful brick federal 
features hardwoods 
throughout, with chair 
rails and moldings. Lovely 
secluded patio off English 
basement and kitchen. 
$1,149,000 Ellis Duncan 
(703) 307-4295   http://bit.
ly/2iaAjP3

Open Sunday 1-4pm  New Listing!  Dalecrest
124 N. Grayson Street, Alexandria VA Spacious renovated 4 bedroom 
2.5 bathroom all brick bungaloo. This home features an added family 
room, breakfast bar, hardwoods throughout and a fully finished 
basement $545,000 Ellis Duncan (703) 307-4295 http://bit.ly/2iCtB0K

PRICE REDUCED! Exchange at Van Dorn
4860 Eisenhower Ave # 288, Alexandria VA Ready to move in 2 master suite condo, 
hardwood floors & private balcony.  Minutes to Van Dorn & Eisenhower Metros 
w/ free shuttle. Loaded with amenities, pool, tot lot, dog park, fitness & indoor 
basketball court. $294,000 The York Group (703) 278-2978  http://bit.ly/2hiPpkc

Beacon Hill
6633 Haycock Road, Falls Church VA Remodeled cape cod on 
over 1/2 acre wooded lot-over 2300 sq ft finished -mclean school 
pyramid-less than 1/2 mile to west falls church metro.  $749,000 
Steve Deleyiannis (703) 966-6062  http://bit.ly/2fk5tyR

PRICE REDUCED!!
Nethergate in Old Town 
1223 Michigan Court, Alexandria 
VA All brick 3 BR, 2.5 baths 
townhouse with wood floors, 
crown molding, and HUGE English 
Basement Kitchen with Quartz 
Counter, new appliances and 
fixtures opens to the enclosed 
patio for outdoor dining.  Parking 
front and back! East exposure for 
morning sun! Close to metro bus 
to DC, and Dash bus.  Shops, 
grocery stores, Starbucks, dry 
cleaners all close by. $628,000 
Marie Meyer (703) 929-1002
http://bit.ly/2fLQIYZ

Hallowing Point River Estates
5929 River Drive, Lorton VA Waterfront! Rustic Contemporary! 4B/3B, One Lvl 
living, exposed brick & wood beams, aged heart pine ceilings.  built on .86-acre
lot with panoramic waterfront views reaching for miles. Private dock with electric 
boat lift. $1,225,000 Susan Gray Chambers (703) 203-9900   http://bit.ly/2iXu0z3

Priced Reduced
Open House Sunday 
1-4pm
Nethergate 
1108 Michigan 
Court, Alexandria VA 
Location is perfect 
for the DC, Pentagon 
commuter. large end-
unit townhome. Eat-in 
kitchen w/ fireplace and 
pantry area/wine area. 
Nice quiet patio! Bonus 
room in basement with 
full bath! $629,000 Ellis 
Duncan (703) 307-4295   
http://bit.ly/2idxiso

#1
real estate brand in 

social media1

110
years in the
real estate 
industry

#1
ranked network in sides 

and dollar volume2

#1
part of #1 nationwide 

real estate brokerage for 
18th straight year3

Brand Strength
consumers 

worldwide know the 
ColdwellBanker name

global reach on

6
continents

85,000
independent agents 

around the world

1. Klout, December 31, 2015. 2. Real Trends 500, 2014. 3. NRT is ranked #1 in both closed 
residential buyer and/or seller transaction sides and sales volume (calculated by multiplying 
number of buyer and/or seller transaction sides by the sales price) from 1996-2014 in the 
U.S. Data obtained by REAL Trends Survey, 1996-2015.
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T
he hiring freeze announced earlier
this week, will not help the local
economy which has struggled in
recent years due to the sequester,

automatic cuts and limits to federal spending.
The federal government is a critical part of the
local economy and had helped recession-proof
the Northern Virginia area, but more recently
it has been a negative.

Kudos to U.S. Rep. Barbara Comstock (R-10)
for speaking out against a foolish freeze on
federal hiring. As the lone Republican repre-
senting Northern Virginia in Congress, her
opposition is important.

“The federal budget cannot be balanced on
the backs of our federal workforce. I don’t sup-
port this type of across-the-board freeze and
think it is better to look at priorities and areas
where appropriate cuts can be made and where
we can consolidate efforts or identify unnec-
essary costs that can be eliminated,” Comstock
wrote. “As the General Accounting Office has
previously reported, past hiring freezes in both
Republican and Democrat administrations have
cost the federal government money in the long-
run because of staffing problems, or problems
in recruiting or disruption of key government
operations and required services to the Ameri-
can people. We will be monitoring and high-
lighting the results of this freeze and how it is
impacting the mission of various agencies.”

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) identifies
the freeze as one of many “anti-federal
workforce policies” in the works.

“An across-the-board federal hiring freeze is
a mindless way to manage. ... It fails to take
into account the need to actually beef up cer-
tain capabilities in the federal government, like
cybersecurity,” Connolly said. “This Executive
Order, coupled with many of other anti-fed-
eral workforce policies being proposed in Con-
gress, will have a depressing effect on our abil-
ity to recruit and retain the next generation of
federal workers.”

U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) calls it

scapegoating. “The number of federal work-
ers is at its lowest level since the 1960s, and
over 30 percent will be eligible to retire in the
next year,” Beyer said. “A report by the Gen-
eral Accounting Office (GAO) on previous fed-
eral hiring freezes stated such freezes are not
an effective strategy for shrinking the size of
the workforce, and only serve to disrupt agency
operations and in the long-term increase the
cost of government operations.”

Federal hiring freeze
will have rippling effect.

Not Helping the Local Economy

Bills to Watch in General Assembly
In no particular order, more to come next

week:
❖ SB 1005 Community services boards and

behavioral health authorities; services to be
provided, in particular, access to same-day
access to mental health screening services.

❖ SB 923 raises felony larceny threshold to
$500 ($1,000 would have been better).

❖ SB 1379 that discourages universities
from stockpiling cash, and instead lowers
tuition for Virginia students and families.

❖ SB 931 removes the exemption for
“working papers and correspondence” for
university presidents.

❖ SB 1376, requires a 30-day notice from
the Board of Visitors before tuition can be
raised.

❖ SB 1102, records of closed investiga-
tions of unattended deaths were not exempt
from the state Freedom of Information Act.

❖ SB 1442, requires the Department of
Criminal Justice Services to identify an
evidence-based, standardized instrument for
mental health screening for anyone incarcer-
ated in local, regional, and community
correctional facilities.

❖ Various proposals for nonpartisan
redistricting.

“Past hiring freezes in both Republican and Democrat
administrations have cost the federal government money
in the long-run because of staffing problems, or problems
in recruiting or disruption of key government operations
and required services to the American people.”

— U.S. Rep. Barbara Comstock (R-VA10)

Just the
Beginning
To the Editor:

On Jan. 21, a chilly and misty
day in our nation’s capital, one of
the largest peaceful protests in
U.S. history took place. I was there
and I was overwhelmed by the in-
spirational power of the hundreds
of thousands of people who over-
came disabilities, fear, financial
constraints, and a myriad of other
barriers, to attend this rally known
as the Women’s March on Wash-
ington and its sister marches
worldwide.

I understand that some may
have a different view of this march
and its purpose. But, for me, the
message of the Women’s March on
Washington was simple. For me,
this worldwide protest — uniting
almost 5 million people across the
globe — was about basic human
rights. Our country is founded
upon the principles of “liberty and
justice for all” but sadly many suf-
fer deep inequalities and injustices
in this country and globally.

Nelson Mandela said, “For to be
free is not merely to cast off one’s
chains, but to live in a way that
respects and enhances the free-
dom of others.” Putting aside some
of the issues that may divide us,
the power of that peaceful dem-
onstration came from a united
desire to respect and enhance the
freedom of others.

The protest on Jan. 21 was just
the beginning. Now the real work
begins. The march was the easy
part and now it’s up to each of us
who believe in the principles that
inspired that rally to remain activ-
ists on behalf of women’s rights
and human rights everywhere. As
a result of the march many local
groups have begun to form to pro-
mote initiatives aimed at bringing
about these needed changes. I am
encouraged and motivated by
these grassroots efforts. Eleanor
Roosevelt highlighted the impor-
tance of our participation when
she said, “Where, after all, do uni-
versal human rights begin? In
small places, close to home — so
close and so small that they can-
not be seen on any maps of the
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world. … Unless these rights have
meaning there, they have little
meaning anywhere. Without con-
cerned citizen action to uphold
them close to home, we shall look
in vain for progress in the larger
world.”

Millions of women, men and
children joined in solidarity that
January day across the planet. It
was inspiring and moving and it
was not in vain. It’s just the begin-
ning — march on.

Anne Holloway
Alexandria

Uphold
One’s Oath
To the Editor:

When a member of the House
of Representatives enters office, he
or she is required to take the fol-
lowing oath:
“I, (state your name), do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that I will sup-
port and defend the Constitution
of the United States against all en-
emies, foreign and domestic; that

I will bear true faith and allegiance
to the same; that I take this obli-
gation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion,
and that I will well and faithfully
discharge the duties of the office
on which I am about to enter. So
help me God.”
Two of our local representatives,
Don Beyer Jr. and Gerald Connolly,
joined in on the Congressional
boycott of Donald Trump’s inau-
guration. I question whether this
act complied with the oath of of-
fice in which these representatives
swore to “bear true faith and alle-
giance” to our Constitution.
At the heart of the American ex-
perience is the peaceful transfer of
power from one President to the
next President. This is in accor-
dance with the Constitution. Citi-
zens have the right to expect that
their elected representatives will
represent them by their presence
at this solemn ceremony.
Neither of these representatives
was elected unanimously. In fact,
in the case of Mr. Beyer, over
110,000 voters voted for someone

See Letters,  Page 15
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By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

J
an. 11 marked the begin-

ning of the 2017 General
Assembly 46-day “short”
session. My colleagues and I have

begun considering the more than 2,394 bills
introduced to date, including 35 of mine.
And this week, when a Senate page col-
lapsed in the chamber, we learned just how

lucky we are to have a
world-class pediatric
neurologist presiding
over the Senate.

The Senate welcomed four new members
this year including Sen. Monty Mason (D-
Williamsburg), who succeeded late John
Miller, a friend and highly regarded educa-
tion advocate, and Sen. Lionell Spruill (D-
Chesapeake), who succeeds the now-Mayor
of Norfolk, Kenny Alexander. I’ve enjoyed
meeting Sen. Mark Peake (R-Lynchburg)
and serving again with Jennifer McClellan
(D-Richmond) who were both elected in
special elections on Jan. 10. It’s a real plea-
sure to have my former colleagues in the
House of Delegates, now-Senators Spruill
and McClellan join me in the “higher body.”

While the sheer volume of legislation and

short timeline pose a unique test for
Virginia’s legislature, it’s not difficult to
envision some of the other pressing chal-
lenges we have ahead — from codifying
non-discrimination protections and defend-
ing the rights of all Virginians (SB783), to
pushing forward towards common-sense
criminal justice reform by updating our
marijuana laws (SB1091, SB1269) and end-
ing the practice of using driver’s license re-
vocation as a punishment for those who
cannot afford to pay court costs (SB1280).
I’ll also be promoting several adjustments
to our Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC)
including ensuring local input is considered
when siting ABC stores and removing red
tape for restaurateurs (SB1382).

I’m proud to work in concert with Gover-
nor McAuliffe’s priorities he laid out in his
State of the Commonwealth Address last
week to continue to build a new Virginia
economy that is open for business (SB783),
that invests in emerging technologies
(SB1258), and that stands against policies
that would set us backwards, morally and
fiscally (HB1612); and, to promote a Vir-
ginian democracy that is accessible to its
citizens and makes it a priority to break
down barriers to the ballot box through no-
excuse in-person absentee voting (SB1002,

SB792) and automatic voter registration
(SB1051).

I’m continuing my work to prevent gun
violence, seeking to make it illegal to open
carry while intoxicated (SB1267), or to al-
low toddlers to handle firearms (SB1266).
I’m a proud founding member of the Ameri-
can State Legislators for Gun Violence Pre-
vention, and it’s my pleasure to work orga-
nizations like Everytown and MOMS to end
gun violence in the Commonwealth.

These bills reflect the progress that many
Virginians desire. Nobody, from Alexandria
to Wytheville, should face criminal penal-
ties for marijuana possession (SB1269). It’s
also paramount for government officials to
operate with transparency and accountabil-
ity (SJ289).

While I continue to strongly support pro-
gressive principles, I also renew my com-
mitment to work with senators on both sides
of the aisle on the General Laws and Tech-
nology Committee; the Agriculture, Conser-
vation and Natural Resources Committee;
and the Privileges and Elections Commit-
tee as well as on the Senate floor. I am grate-
ful for the chance to make progress towards
the conservation both of nature, and of our
democracy. Amid a flurry of committee
meetings, briefings, and session, it is won-
derful to get to connect with folks from
home. Thanks to those who joined me on
their lobby days on Martin Luther King Day

and throughout the first week of session. I
thoroughly enjoyed learning from passion-
ate Hayfield High School students Mahad,
Aaron and Mosha about the Virginia Stu-
dent Training And Refurbishment (STAR)
program, and representatives from from the
Center for Alexandria’s Children and the
American Cancer Society. It was my plea-
sure to be joined by gun safety advocates
from Moms Demand Action, the Mount
Vernon Unitarian Universalist Church and
Everytown Against Gun Violence and gun
rights proponents from the Virginia Citizens
Defense League as well.

Please join me and other local General
Assembly legislators at my Alexandria,
Mount Vernon, and Lee District town meet-
ings where we will answer your questions
and provide an update on the 2017 legisla-
tive session.

❖ Alexandria: Saturday, Jan. 28, 10 a.m.
- 12 p.m., Mt. Vernon Community School –
2601 Commonwealth Avenue, Alexandria,
22301, with Del. Mark Levine.

❖ Lee District: Saturday, Jan. 28, 1:30-3
p.m., Hayfield Elementary School – 7633
Telegraph Rd, Alexandria, VA 22315, with
Del. Mark Sickles and District Supervisor
Jeff McKay.

❖ Mt. Vernon: Saturday, Feb. 11, 9 a.m. -
11 a.m., Whitman Middle School – 2500
Parkers Lane, Alexandria, 22306, with state
Sen. Scott Surovell and Del. Paul Krizek.

What’s a Couple Thousand Bills, Anyway?

Commentary

By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

T
he General Assembly Ses-

sion is in full gear and leg-
islation has begun to move through

the process as we start to take action on
3,000 bills.

First, three of my bills have been passed
by the Senate and moved on to the House.
Mostly importantly, we reached a compro-
mise solution that will require the City of
Alexandria to have measures in place to pre-
vent 95 percent of all raw sewage discharges
into the Potomac River by 2025. Reaching
this conclusion was not easy and the city is
not happy about it, but water quality is a
concern to all Virginia’s regardless of po-
litical party. The resolution would not have
occurred without the help of City of Alex-
andria Sen. Adam Ebbin and Committee
Chairman Richard Stuart who represents
the Northern Neck.

Second, I also introduced legislation this
session to require Virginia to take the ini-
tial steps to start regulating internet lend-
ers. Today, Native American Indian Tribes
and foreign companies are making loans to
Virginians over the internet. Interest rates
between 300 percent and 5,000 percent
have been documented in the state. My leg-
islation passed the Senate with bipartisan
support and headed to the House of Del-
egates.

Also, we received mixed news on the
funding of widening U.S. 1 and the con-
struction of bus rapid transit. Two years ago,
the General Assembly enacted legislation to
require all transportation projects to be ob-
jectively scored for congestion relief, eco-

nomic development, safety, environmental
benefits, and relative cost before being
acted upon by the Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board. The intent was to remove
politics from the road funding process.

First, the 36th District has more users of
the Virginia Railway Express (VRE) than
any other district in Virginia. The funding
analysis recommended $92 million of fund-
ing to help capacity improvements for VRE.
VRE already takes one lane’s worth of cars
off I-95 and improving VRE is critical to
reducing congestion on I-95.

However, Fairfax County submitted two
applications for the widening of U.S.1 and
the construction of bus rapid transit. Fairfax
County’s applications were ranked 40 and
41st out of 60 in Northern Virginia and were
not recommended for funding although two
other projects in western Fairfax County
were recommended for $100 million of
funding. Myself, Senator Ebbin, and Del-
egates Krizek and Sickles have already met
with the Department of Transportation to
examine how to improve our application
when funding is re-examined in two years.

Also, all of Prince William County’s ap-
plications for U.S. 1 funding were ranked
poorly and not recommended for funding.
I will be setting up meetings with my Prince
William colleagues to improve those appli-
cations.

This week, I have several bills up in com-
mittee to improve cycling safety. Also, my
bill to require 30-days notice before any
university can increase tuition will be con-
sidered. Tuition costs have skyrocketed and
the public deserves more notice and input
before tuition is increased.

Email at scott@scottsurovell.org.

Bills Moving Forward
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BINGO FUNDRAISER
January 28, 2017

Cash prizes: $50, $100, $500
Also: Raffle, 50/50 split, concessions

Players must be age 18 or older.
Contact President@mvcrew.com for info

To benefit the
Mt. Vernon High School

Crew Team Booster Club

In room G-100 at MV High School • 8515 Old Mt. Vernon Road, Alexandria

Doors open at 2:30 PM • Program begins at 3:00 PM
$20 for regular play (1 sheet, 8 games)
$5 for extra booklet (3 sheets, 8 games)
$1 for extra sheets

Opinion

By Paul Krizek

State Delegate (D-44)

T
he legislature has already heard about half
of the bills I patroned this session, and I have
a few wins and defeats.

My legislation to allow seniors to renew their IDs
— not driver’s licenses — online every time was
amended to sync the ID renewal period to that of
the driver’s license renewal period, to 8 years from 5
years. The amended legislation passed the subcom-
mittee unanimously, and the full committee with only
a couple votes in opposition. It will then come be-
fore the full House of Delegates on Monday.

Another bill that I am carrying for the administra-

tion on reporting of aliens to the criminal records
exchange via a method of the Department of Correc-
tions’ choosing passed through subcommittee unani-
mously, and will be heard in the next full Courts of
Justice committee.

My legislation to allow seniors 80 and older to vote
absentee without needing an excuse was tabled in
Privileges and Elections, and my legislation to re-
quire seat belt use in the back seat was tabled with a
4-4 vote. The transportation subcommittee also
tabled my legislation to require new school buses to
come equipped with seat belts.

In the coming week, I’ll have hearings on several
more bills and hope to have my first bill of the ses-
sion pass the House.

Life and Death of Bills

F
airfax County Firefighters
were able to quickly extin
guish what was described

as “a small fire” in the kitchen of
Huntington Community Center on
Wednesday, Jan. 18. But not be-
fore the fire caused an estimated
$93,750 in damage.

Units from the Penn Daw Fire
Station 11 were first dispatched to
the 5700 block of Liberty Drive for
a fire alarm report around 5:30
p.m.

While they were on their way, a
community center employee
called 9-1-1 reporting seeing
smoke and flames coming from
the kitchen. That drew reinforce-
ment firefighters from Fairfax
County and the City of Alexandria
to the scene.

All employees and occupants
were able to exit the building
safely, and there were no reports
of injuries to either civilians or
firefighters.

The fire was ruled an accident:
It started when an employee
turned on the community center’s
gas stove while there was a plas-
tic tray resting on it, Fairfax
County Fire & Rescue said.

Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
spokesperson Bill Delaney said the
nearly $100,000 damage assess-
ment is just an estimate by fire
investigators. Insurance adjusters
could come in and either raise or
lower the amount, depending on
what they find.

The damage estimate “involves
physical elements, as well as the

contents of the building,” Delaney
said, when asked if the total
seemed high for what was de-
scribed as a “small fire.”

“That could include cabinets,
tiles, light fixtures — the whole
gamut,” Delaney said, “not just the
stove. They might have to replace
a whole system.”

Delaney added perceptions of
what constitutes a “small” or “big”
fire can be relative; what may
seem small to firefighters and their
effort to douse it could seem larger
to someone else.

— Tim Peterson

Kitchen Fire Damages Center

Register for
Little League

Baseball season is almost here
and Fort Hunt Little League
(FHLL) spring baseball registra-
tion is open. Register at
forthuntlittleleague.org

Early registration closes on Feb.
3, player assessments are Sunday,
Feb. 5, 8 a.m. at Carl Sandburg
Middle School. Make-up assess-
ments are Feb. 12. Challenger
Baseball is back for its second sea-
son season.  FHLL Opening Day is
on Saturday, April 1, 9 a.m. at Red
Stevens Field at Carl Sandburg
Middle School.

Bulletin Board

THURSDAY/JAN. 26
Mount Vernon Community

Presentation. 7-9 p.m. at Walt
Whitman Middle School, 2500
Parkers Lane. Presentation about the
proposed changes being considered
for Bock Farm, located at 2405
Parkers Lane. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
mountvernon for more information.

SATURDAY/JAN. 28
West Potomac Crew Ergathon. 10

a.m.-1 p.m. at West Potomac High
School, 6500 Quander Road. For

more information or to donate, email
wpcrewergathon@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 4
30th Annual Mount Vernon Town

Meeting. 7:45 a.m.-noon at Mount
Vernon High School, 8515 Old Mt
Vernon Road. Call 703-780-7518 or
email mtvernon@fairfaxcounty.gov
for more information.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 8
Free Financial Education classes.

6-9 p.m. at United Community
Ministries, 7511 Fordson Road. Free.
Call 703-273-8829.
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Simply Abstract” Art Exhibit.

Through Jan. 29 at Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Features local area artists’
expressions of abstract art using
shape, form, color, and line in 2- and
3-dimensional work. Artists tossed
their colors and media in the air to
release their inner energy in this
display of artwork.

Portrayal of Women in Visual Arts
Exhibit. Through Jan. 31, 11 a.m.-5
p.m. at St. George Gallery, 105 N.

Alfred St. The artist’s perspective of
women inspired by in part by their
experiences residing in Ethiopia.
Alexandria@StGeorgeofEthiopia.com
or 703-299-9495

DASHing Words in Motion. Through
Feb. 1, The City of Alexandria Office
of the Arts and the Alexandria Transit
Company have joined forces to host a
poetry contest “DASHing Words in
Motion.” Possible inspirational ideas
might stem from the Alexandria
Transit Company’s DASH buses motto
which is “Keep Alexandria Moving,”
or bus stops, neighborhoods, roads,
or other modes of transportation
within the City of Alexandria.
www.alexandriava.gov/Arts, email at
poet@alexandriava.gov, or by phone
at 703-746-5565.

Multiple Exposures Gallery.
Through Feb. 12 at Torpedo Factory
Art Center, #312, 105 North Union
St. Colleen Henderson’s A Study in

Contrasts, and Sandy Lebrun-Evan’s
McDowell County, WVA.
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com

“Sanctuary.” Through Feb. 18 in the
Commons Fireplace Alcove of Mount
Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909
Windmill Lane. Selected black and
white photographs from Nina Tisara’s
“Sanctuary” series, shot in Huntley
Meadows Park. A closing reception
will be held on Feb. 18, 6:30-7:15
p.m., followed by a concert by Nova
Chamber Orchestra beginning at 7:30
p.m. Email Nina Tisara at
ninat@ninatisara.com or call 703-
765-5950 for more.

Mercy in Alexandria Walking
Tour. Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. Experience an inside access tour
of 19th century Alexandria. Inspired
by the PBS mini-series “Mercy
Street,” accompany a trained military
historian through Civil War-era

Alexandria and learn the actual
history behind the TV show. Short
tours are $15, private tours for five
are $149. Visit
www.dcmilitarytour.com for more

The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. On view in the museum’s
Coldsmith Gallery, the historical
objects and images featured
represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and
think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives of
the past help tell the story of
Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org for more

Medical Care for the Civil War

Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward for
more

Alexandria’s Nurses and Hospitals
During the Civil War. Ongoing at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
An exhibit on the life of Clarissa
Jones, a nurse at The Lyceum
hospital during the Civil War. The
true story of a nurse in Alexandria
during the war, drawing parallels
with characters portrayed in the PBS
drama “Mercy Street,” with
references to the experiences of other

T
his year is the 285th anniversary
of George Washington’s birth in
his hometown of Alexandria,
where historians are serious

when they say “George Washington slept
here.” The following is a list of activities to
learn and celebrate the life of the country’s
first president.

FEB. 18-19
Presidents Day Breakfast Sampler. 9 a.m.-

noon at George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Hwy., Join “General
Washington” for a sample of hoecakes prepared
by Mount Vernon staff. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ or call 703-780-2000
for more information.

Visit with George Washington. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
at George Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Hwy. Mingle with costumed
characters from George Washington’s world,
followed by an 18th-century dancing
demonstration, birthday cake and wreath-laying
ceremony. Adults, $20; children ages 6-11, $10;
and children under 5 free.Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ or call 703-780-2000
for more information.

MONDAY/FEB. 20
George Washington’s Birthday. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

at George Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Hwy. Celebrate the national
observance of George Washington’s Birthday by
visiting his home and burial site free of charge
on this day, and watch a variety of activities.
Visit www.mountvernon.org/ or call 703-780-
2000 for more information.

SATURDAY/FEB. 18
George Washington Birthnight Banquet and

Ball. 5:30-11 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N Royal St. Set in 1799, the evening
includes an 18th-century banquet, English
country dancing, dessert collation, character re-
enactors plus the General and Mrs. Washington.
Period costume optional; “after-five” attire
encouraged. Tickets are tiered starting at $125.
Advance reservations required. Call 703-746-
4242 for more information.

SUNDAY/FEB. 19
Revolutionary War Reenactment. 10 a.m.-3

p.m. at Fort Ward, 4301 W Braddock Road.
Historic camp and tactical demonstrations
throughout the day, including a Revolutionary
War skirmish at 2 p.m. between the Redcoats
and the Colonial Army. Participants include
renowned reenactment units from around the
United States dressed in authentic period

costumes and demonstrating authentic 18th-
century weaponry. Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/GWbday for more
information.

Wonders of Science. 1-4 p.m. at the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105 S. Fairfax
St. Hands-on demonstrations of the scientific
interests of George Washington, including
period medicine, inventions, and espionage. $6
per person.Visit www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday for more information.

MONDAY/FEB. 20
Historic Alexandria Open Houses. Times vary

at the Carlyle House, Christ Church, Friendship
Firehouse Museum, Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
Old Presbyterian Meeting House, Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum and The
Lyceum: Alexandria’s History Museum. Free.
Visit www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/GWbday.

Fire Engine Association Breakfast. 9-10:30
a.m. at The Alexandrian, 480 King St. Sponsored
by the Friendship Veterans Fire Engine
Association, features “George Washington’s” first
appearance of the day plus an address by retired
Four-Star General John H. Tilelli, the awarding
of the Ben Lynt Award. $35. Visit
www.friendshipfire.net or call 703-751-6416 for
more information.

Armed Forces Community Covenant
Ceremony. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Market
Square, 301 King St. Honor the nation’s

veterans, active
military, and their
families with
music, games, and
activities for
children with
military vehicles,
demonstrations,
informational
booths, and
displays. Visit
www.washington
birthday.net or call
703-829-6640 for
more information.

George Washington Birthday Parade. 1-3
p.m. starts at the intersection of Gibbon and S.
Fairfax streets. Expect nearly 3,500 participants
including historical groups, youth from Scouting
groups, animals, bands and more. Visit
www.washingtonbirthday.net or call 703-829-
6640 for more information.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 22
Lecture: George Washington the

Entrepreneur. 7:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Using Washington’s
financial papers, Edward G. Lengel, chief
historian of the White House Historical
Association, chronicles the story of how
Washington built the Mount Vernon estate into
a resource to win the war of independence Visit

www.washingtonbirthday.net or call 703-829-
6640 for more information.

SATURDAY/FEB. 25
George Washington Symposium. 1-3 p.m. at

George Washington Masonic National Memorial,
101 Callahan Dr. Mark Tabbert, the Memorial’s
director of collections, discusses contemporary
research on the life of George Washington. Free.
Visit www.washingtonbirthday.net or call 703-
829-6640 for more information.

Annual Birthday Gala. 5:30-9:30 p.m. at George
Washington Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Dr. Black tie affair, featuring The
presentation of the George Washington
Memorial Award. $125. Visit
www.washingtonbirthday.net or call 703-829-
6640 for more information.

Winter Fun & Entertainment

Celebrating George’s 285th Birthday

Photo Contributed

On Monday, Feb. 20, from 1-3 p.m.the George Wash-
ington Birthday Parade occupies the streets of
Alexandria, featuring historical groups, Scouting
groups, animals, bands and more. Visit
www.washingtonbirthday.net or call 703-829-6640
for more information.

Calendar

Photo Contributed

Parade route map

See Calendar,  Page 17
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where
seniors ages
62 and better

enjoy
rewarding
lifestyles in
the heart

of Alexandria

Winter Fun & Entertainment

Winter Fun
The Mount Vernon RECenter
features an ice skating rink
where there are skating lessons,
pick-up games of ice hockey, and
free skate periods with skate
rentals. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-
3224 for more.

Photo

Contributed

WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS
Pick-Up Hockey. 11:30-1 p.m. at

Mount Vernon Ice Skating, 2017
Belle View Blvd. Play hockey with
other hockey buffs, hitting slap shots
and learning puck handling skills
that the pros use. Players must have
full equipment. 16 and older. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec/
mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224 for
more.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 25
Dyke Marsh Walk. 8:30-11:30 a.m. at

the Dyke Marsh, 6401 George
Washington Memorial Parkway. Join
leader Tom Nardone to scan the river
for waterfowl and enjoy a walk
through the marsh and woodland
areas. Sponsored by the Northern
Virginia Bird Club. Visit
www.nvabc.org/ for more.

SATURDAY/JAN. 28
Polar Bear Plunge Benefit. 10 a.m.-

2 p.m. at National Harbor, 165
Waterfront St. Benefit to raise funds
to keep the Potomac and
Shenandoah Rivers clean. Email
info@nationalharbor.com for more.

MONDAY-SUNDAY/JAN. 30-FEB. 5
Restaurant Week. Participating

restaurants offer multi-course $35
dinner, $22 lunch, and, for the first
time, $22 brunch menus, exclusively
available during Restaurant Week.
Visit www.rwdmv.com for more.

FRIDAYS IN FEBRUARY
RockNBlades. 8:45-10:30 p.m. at

Mount Vernon Ice Skating, 2017
Belle View Blvd. Skating with music.

$12 admission includes rental skates.

FEB. 3-MARCH 5
Ceramic Guild show. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

at Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union St. “Customer Appreciation:
Welcome to our World” Ceramic
Guild show at Scope Gallery. Visit
www.scopegallery.org,
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/
scope or call 703-548-6288 for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 4
World Wetlands Day. noon-2 p.m. at

Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Come celebrate the
importance of wetlands and learn
why these unique ecosystems are
significant to people, plants and
animals. Ages 4 and older. $8 county
residents, $10 non-county. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows-park for more.

Happy Birthday John Carlyle.

Noon-4 p.m. at Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St. A
1770s Celebration for the town
founder. Visit www.novaparks.com
for more.

Country-Western Dance. 6-7 p.m. at
Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710 N.
Chambliss St. The Northern Virginia
Country-Western Dance Association
will hold a dance. $10; non-members
$12; children under 18 accompanied
by a paying adult $5. Smoke-free,
alcohol-free. BYO refreshments. Visit

www.nvcwda.org or call 703-860-
4941 for more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 5
Winter Warmer Tea. 3-4:30 p.m. at

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N
Royal St. Choose from a variety of
18th-century desserts while sipping
John Gadsby’s special blend of tea or
take a cup of American Heritage
Chocolate. Historic guest Martha
Washington will catch you up on the
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Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

SHOW DATES:
JANUARY 14 - FEBRUARY 4

All aboard Cole Porter’s
S.S. American with a

colorful group of
passengers who help

Billy sing and dance his
way into Hope’s heart.

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass
(en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am
(with Sign Language
Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word); 10:30 am;
12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Monday-
Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
(Rosary at 8:30 am)

En Español:
Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;
First Friday, 7:30 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

Exp. 2/28/17

nurses, such as Anne Reading, who
worked in the Mansion House
hospital, and Jane Woolsey, who
served at the Fairfax Seminary
hospital. Admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum for
more.

Shield of Earth: Defending the
Heart of the Union exhibit.
Ongoing, museum hours Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.,
Sundays, noon-5 p.m. at Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.
Highlights of the exhibition include
military passes issued by Provost
Marshal’s Office, construction tools,
and original photographs of some of
Washington’s defenders. 703-746-
4848 or www.fortward.org.

Who These Wounded Are: The
Extraordinary Stories of the
Mansion House Hospital
exhibit. Ongoing, Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundays,
noon-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Come see the site that inspired
“Mercy Street,” the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took
place at Carlyle House.
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-
549-2997

“Ancient Art of Movement.” 1 p.m.
at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Carmen Shippy,
retired professional dancer, teaches a
series designed for ages 50 and
above. Movements are designed to
strengthen core muscles and increase
flexibility. Adjustments will be made
for those with physical limitations.
First lesson in the series is free for
non-center members. To continue
lessons, a yearly membership to all
Senior Center programs is $48. Call
703-765-4573 to sign up.

Color Disorder Exhibit. Ongoing,
Thursday through Sunday, noon-4
p.m., Sundays, noon-4 p.m. at the

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. A
joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines
and Amy Chan who use diverse
painting materials such as acrylic,
gouache, airbrush and screen print to
build energized abstract paintings.
www.nfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of
1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Lee-
Fendall House and Gardens, 614
Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789.

Alexandria Cars and Coffee invites
car enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays 12-
5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit

www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. 12
p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is
open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Doggy Happy Hour. Starting April 5,
Tuesdays through October 5-8 p.m.
at Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Doggy
Happy Hour at Jackson 20 and the
Hotel Monaco Alexandria offers
specials on cocktails and beers plus
treats and water for canine
companions. Free, but drinks sold
separately. Visit www.monaco-
alexandria.com for more

Wake Up Wednesdays featuring The
Pop Up Cafe. 7-9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday’s near the King Street
Tunnel - Carlyle Entrance located

Winter Fun & Entertainment

Photo contributed

This embellished ceramic cupcake cream and sugar set by
Hiromi Minemura, of Rockville, Md., is one of the pieces
of art at the Ceramic Guild show, Feb. 3-March 5, from 10
a.m.-6 p.m. at Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union
St. Visit www.scopegallery.org, www.torpedofactory.org/
galleries/scope or call 703-548-6288 for more.

latest Alexandria news during the tea.
$35. Reservations required. Call 703-
746-4242 for more.

Super Bowl Blitz. 5-11 p.m. at
Chadwicks, 203 Strand St. Watch the
game on a big projection screen and
enjoy unlimited appetizers and drink
specials. $20. Tickets are limited. Call
703-836-4442.

FEB. 17-26
Winter Restaurant Week.

Neighborhood restaurants
throughout Alexandria, including Old
Town, Del Ray, Carlyle and the West
End. $35 three-course dinner for one
or $35 dinner for two; select
locations offering lunch from $10-
20/person. Visit
www.AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
or call 703-746-3301 for more.

MONDAY/FEB. 20
Wreath Laying Ceremony. 11 a.m.-

noon at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier of the Revolution, at the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House, 323 S.
Fairfax St. Join the Daughters of the
American Revolution and the Sons of
the American Revolution as they host
colonial military and civilians to
honor the soldiers of the Revolution
.Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday for more.

TUESDAY/FEB. 21
Winter Gardening Lecture. 7-8:30

p.m. at the Barrett Branch Library,
717 Queen St. Learn early season
practices that will save you time,
money and labor. Free. Email

mgarlalex@gmail.com or call 703-
228-6414 for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 25
Winter Birds and Feeder

Workshop noon-2 p.m. at Huntley
Meadows Park, 3701 Lockheed Blvd.
Learn about the birds that call
Huntley Meadows Park and your
backyard home during winter. Learn
how to identify winter birds through
calls, games and activities. Children

must be accompanied by an adult
registered in the program. $8 county
residents, $10 non-county. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows-park for more.

Civil War Winter Drill Day. 1-4 p.m.
at Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. Members of the 3rd

U.S. Regular Infantry, Company K,
will interpret the life of the Union
soldier on Civil War in the winter.
Visit www.fortward.org, or call 703-
746-4848 for more.

From Page 15

Calendar
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near 2000 Duke Street near Motley Fool.
The cafe will feature coffee, live
music to help commuters start the
day off right and donuts from Sugar
Shack. maurisapotts@gmail.com

CAMPS, CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

Community Yoga. Wednesdays 9:30-
10:30 a.m. and Sundays 7:30-8:45
p.m. at 532YOGA, 532 N.
Washington St. Suite 100. No
experience required to participate in
weekly community class. Suggested
$10 donation. Visit
www.532yoga.com.

THURSDAY/JAN. 26
Vegetable Gardening Part 1:

Jumpstart With Seeds. 7-8:30
p.m. at Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. Get the scoop on
seed selection, hybrid vs. heirloom,
what seeds to start indoors,
germination tips, and best bets for
seed saving. Find out how to make
your own starter pots, and easy-to-
create lighting systems to bring the
sunlight inside. Call 703-228-6414 or
email mgarlalex@gmail.com.

Dinner with the Gray Ghost
Winery. 7 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Start the
first course and conversation with
Gray Ghost Vineyards, with links to
the “Gray Ghost” Confederate John S.
Mosby. $125. Call 703-746-4242 or
visit www.gadsbystavern.org for
more.

Songwriter Scott Miller and Mac
McAnnally in Concert. 7:30 p.m.
at The Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Call 703-549-7500 or
visit www.birchmere.com for more.

SATURDAY/JAN. 28
Watercolors in Workshops. 9:30

a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Artist and instructor Marni Maree
demonstrates techniques and guides
you in creating your own watercolor
painting. $88. Call 703-642-5173 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring/ for more.

“Hands on: Collaborate
Abstractly” 2-3:30 p.m. at Del Ray
Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Workshop students partner up to
create abstract art. Visit
DelRayArtisans.org/event/hands-on
for more.

Chairman’s Voyage: To Boldly Go..
7 p.m.at Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce, 2834 Duke St. Hear the
future of the City of Alexandria and
welcome our new Board Chair Dak
Hardwick and celebrate the
possibilities to come. Call 703-549-
1000 or visit www.alexchamber.com
for more.

SUNDAY/JAN. 29
Marine Chamber Orchestra Plays

Water Music. 2 p.m. at Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 4915 East Campus Drive.
Music by George Frideric Handel,
Ned Rorem and John Knowles Paine.
Call 703-845-6156 or visit
www.schlesingercenter.com for
more.

JAN. 29-MAY 21
A New Beginning Exhibit. Various

times at Alexandria Animal Hospital,
2660 Duke St. Part of Del Ray
Artisans Gallery Without Walls
program. Visit
www.DelRayArtisans.org/GWW for
more.

TUESDAY/JAN. 31
Mathew Brady Civil War

Photographs of Alexandria. 7
p.m. at the Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. Alexandria historian Tom Schultz
of DC Military Tours will lead a
discussion on seven subject
photographs and the new discoveries
found in them. Wine and cheese will
be served. Free. RSVP at
admin@nvfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Tom Clancy Auction. 10 a.m. at The
Potomack Company 1120 N. Fairfax
St. Auctioning items from the estate
of novelist Tom Clancy, author of
“The Hunt for Red October” and
“Patriot Games,” including an

overcoat, designer furniture and the
author’s golf cart. Email
Lucie@potomackco.com or call 703-
684-4550.

MONDAY-SUNDAY/JAN. 30-FEB. 5
Restaurant Week. Participating

restaurants offer multi-course $35
dinner, $22 lunch, and – for the first
time - $22 brunch menus, exclusively
available during Restaurant Week.
Visit www.rwdmv.com for more.

THURSDAY/FEB. 2
Coffee and Connections. 8-9 a.m. at

Alexandria Renew Enterprises,
1800 Limerick St. Join Alexandria

Chamber’s Professional Women’s
Network for its first Coffee and
Connections event of 2017. $10 for
members, $20 for non-members. Visit
alexandriavacoc.wliinc33.com for
more.

FRIDAY/FEB. 3
Garden Talks: Plants that Bully.

1:30-2:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Master Gardeners highlight the
invasive plants and show native
alternatives to grow instead. $10.
Call 703-642-5173 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring for more.

Heflebower’s Cobblers and
Cocktails. 7-9 p.m. at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Come taste tavern keeper Samuel
Heflebower’s 19th-century cocktails,
learn a bit of tavern history. Call 703-
746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org for more.

The Bottle Rockets Concert. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. In concert with Marshall
Crenshaw. $29.50. Call 703-549-
7500 or visit www.birchmere.com.

FEB. 3-MARCH 5
Ceramic Guild Show. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

at Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union St. “Customer Appreciation:
Welcome to our World” Ceramic
Guild show at Scope Gallery. Visit
www.scopegallery.org,
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/
scope or call 703-548-6288 for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 4
12th Annual Alexandria Warehouse

Sale. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at The Westin
Alexandria, 400 Courthouse Square.

Winter Fun & Entertainment

Discounts from some of Alexandria’s
boutiques. Visit
www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com or
www.AlexandriaWarehouseSale.com.

The Lee-Fendall House as Civil
War Hospital. 10 a.m. at the Lee-
Fendall House, 614 Oronoco St “This
Tide of Wounded” tour of the
museum and grounds highlights the
Lee-Fendall House’s role as a hospital
during the Civil War. $8 in advance,
$10 at the door. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789 for more.

Experiences of Slavery. 2 p.m. at the
Lee-Fendall House, 614 Oronoco St.
“From Slavery to Freedom,” this tour
interprets the Lee-Fendall House
from the perspective of its enslaved
inhabitants, exploring the
experiences of slavery in the city. $8
in advance, $10 at the door. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789 for more.

Pipeline Playwrights Launch
Party. 3-6 p.m. at the National Arts
Education Association, 901 Prince St.
The launch party will feature scenes
from the four new plays in the spring
reading series. Visit
www.arteducators.org or call 703-
860-8000 for more.

Country-Western Dance. 6-9:30 p.m.
at the Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
N. Chambliss St. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association dance. $10; non-
members $12; children under 18
accompanied by a paying adult $5.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free. BYO
refreshments. Visit www.nvcwda.org
or call 703-860-4941 for more.

MONDAY/FEB. 6
Garden Sprouts: Nature

Playgroup. 10-11:30 a.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Preschoolers participate in
nature-themed activities while
parents meet other playgroup parents
one Monday a month. $6. Call 703-
642-5173 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring for more.

TUESDAY/FEB. 7
Iconography: Prayer in Images.

7:30-9 p.m. at St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Church, 8531 Riverside Road. Learn
how to read the symbolism in this art
form and how icons are used in
Orthodox Christian churches and
homes with Laura Clerici. Call 703-
360-4220 or visit
www.staidansepiscopal.com.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 8
Justin Hayward Concert. 7:30 p.m.

at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. Hayward is the vocalist-
songwriter-guitarist of The Moody
Blues. Visit www.birchmere.com.

THURSDAY/FEB. 9
Fort Belvoir Update Breakfast. 8-

9:30 a.m. at the Belle Haven Country
Club,

6023 Fort Hunt Road. Col. Holbrooke
will provide an update on planned
improvements. $25 for Mount
Vernon-Lee Chamber Members and
Guests, $35 Non-Chamber. Email
info@mtvernon-leechamber.org.

FEB. 9-MARCH 19
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery.

Torpedo Factory, Studio 29, 105 N.
Union St. Cosmic Sights and Sounds,
comes as the winter night sky’s grand
collection of brilliant stars begins to
give way to the vernal equinox. This
show will also highlight the work of
featured artists Carol Bodin, Mickey
Kunkle, and Lynda Prioleau. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 11
Artists’ Reception. 2-4 p.m. at the

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 4915 East Campus
Drive. Artists’ reception for three
exhibiting shows for artists Winston
W. Harris, John M. Adams and
Lonnie Pauls. Free. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/ for
more.

Nocturnal Animals. 5:15-7:15 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Look and listen for
owls, beavers and other animals that
are active at night. $8. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows-park/ or call 703-
768-2525 for more.

FEB. 11-12
All-Mozart Concert. 8 p.m. at Rachel

M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 4915 E Campus Drive. The
concert has a focus on musical
masterpieces, led by five conductors,
anchored by a classical “popular”
favorite from the symphonic canon.
$20-$80, $5 youth and $10 student
with military, senior and group
discounts available. Visit
www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-
0885 for more.

Fort Ward Winter Drills
On Saturday, Feb. 25, members of the 3rd U.S. Regular
Infantry, Company K, will interpret the life of the
Union soldier on Civil War in the winter from 1-4
p.m. at Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W. Braddock Road.
Visit www.fortward.org, or call 703-746-4848 for
more.

Photo contributed

Del Ray
Artisans
Eileen O’Brien’s
leaves are one
work in the “A
New Beginning”
exhibit featured
at the Del Ray
Artisans Gallery
Without Walls
program, Jan. 29-
May 21, at the
Alexandria Ani-
mal Hospital,
2660 Duke St.
Visit www.DelRay
Artisans.org/
GWW for more.

Photo

contributed
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Prisoner Reentry: The Problem of Employment and Housing
From Page 5

Elizabeth Bowers, resident at
Guest House: “I didn’t think any-
one cared.”

Mary Ulrich, ex-offender:
“I looked forward to the
day for eight and a half
years and when the time
came to get out, I was
scared. You can’t make any
decisions in prison.”

and a part-time monitor there. Guest House
is a community-based program located in
Del Ray for recently incarcerated women.
She says next week she has been invited by
Gov. Terry McAuliffe to a ceremony celebrat-
ing voting rights for former prisoners.

Jennifer Male, parole and probation of-
ficer in Alexandria, says the major issue she
sees in her caseload is not employment but
is lack of housing. “In Alexandria you can
have a good job, but if you are a felon, you
can’t live here. In Alexandria 99 percent of
the time you won’t get accepted.”

Another challenge facing returning pris-
oners is family relationships which are of-
ten complicated and difficult. The prisoner
may want to reconcile, but often the family
is disillusioned and reluctant or they don’t
know how to begin the process after years
of estrangement. It is difficult for a prisoner
to maintain a relationship with family since
most of the prisons are south of Richmond
and travel distances can be long and trips
to visit are expensive. Phone calls are diffi-
cult to make from prison and one call can
cost $6-10. By the time a prisoner is released
families have given up.

Jones Valderrama recalls one of the fami-
lies of a prisoner who couldn’t get there for
a visit. But OAR has a van and can some-
times drive a family member over to see the
prisoner. “It is powerful to see the reunion,”
she said.

Garrett said that she had to wait two days
before she could get into Guest House so
she stayed with her daughter. “It was hard
and emotional. They were bitter. My daugh-
ter said if you use again, I’ll never speak to
you again. I was broken. I didn’t think they
would ever come around.”

Ulrich added, “I see post traumatic stress
in my children. I found out later they were
scared I would show up at their door and
they would have to take care of me.”

Kari Galloway, director of Guest House,
said, “Children are what keep a lot of these
women going. The women don’t want to
disappoint them. But when the clients first

come here, some of them see children they
haven’t seen for a long time. It is very emo-
tional. They want to be a mom but they
don’t know how. They have the feeling but
not the relationship.”

Jones Valderrama, said, “We often say
everyone in the family goes away and the
silent sufferers are the kids of the prison-
ers.” Jones Valderrama recalls that she first
thought about this when she was assistant
to the principal at Patrick Henry Elemen-
tary and parents would let the school know
that their child had a parent who was in-
carcerated. “The number started to grow.”

Another issue is cultural shock when the
ex-offender is suddenly out in the commu-
nity. What it takes to stay alive in prison is
almost opposite of what it takes to to sur-
vive outside. Ulrich said, “When I was leav-
ing and they were packing me out, I couldn’t
sleep the night before. This was the day I’d
been anticipating for 8.5 years and it was
nerve wracking.” She said, “I’d gotten close
to people, like my greenhouse instructor
and it was bittersweet to leave. It was scary.”

Ulrich said she was released on Jan. 7,
2013. For the first time she wasn’t hand-
cuffed. “They give you a check for the wages
you have earned if you had a one of the
scarce jobs in prison. They took me to a bank
and told me to go on in. I didn’t know what
to do. It was the first freedom I’d experi-
enced.” She continued, “You can’t make any

decisions in prison.” She
remembers going in to a
7-11 to get a coffee. “I just
stared at the 12 different
cream choices. In prison
you had the blue packet
or the yellow packet.”

Ulrich had to make a
choice what to do next
and decided to apply for
Guest House.

Galloway said, “It’s all
about second chances or
third or 12th but it is not
one size fits all. She said
the women who come
there have had a lot of
trauma from abuse or vio-
lence and face so many
barriers. “One woman
came and during the first
required three-day black-
out period where they
can’t go anywhere, she
was totally overwhelmed. She sat on the
couch and cried for a solid three days.

Clarke says a lot of things can make a dif-
ference in the culture of the community. If
the former prisoner goes to a conservative
community, it may be hard to integrate. And
if they return to where they came from,
sometimes the conditions are still alive and
well in the community that got them in
prison in the first place. It is difficult.

Galloway added, “They have to practice,
not falling back, avoiding the old triggers.”

Garrett said, “I pass my old drug dealers
all the time when I walk around Alexan-
dria. But I told them I had stopped using
and they respect that and don’t bother me.
At first it was hard but I acknowledge them
and keep going.”

Elizabeth Bowers, a resident of Guest
House since November 2016, says she ex-
perienced shock from nine months in jail
coming to a city like Alexandria. “I’m from
Briery Branch in Pennsylvania that no one
has ever heard of and I’ve never seen this
many houses.” It took two weeks to figure

out the right buses to get
to her appointments.
When she tried to take
the Metro to a job inter-
view at Tysons Corner, “I
got on the wrong Metro
and I was supposed to
transfer from the blue
line to the yellow line
and I couldn’t even get to
my interview.” She says
even on bad days she
doesn’t want to give up:
“I want to deal with it.”

Galloway said, “We
have to build trust. In
prison everybody wants
something and no one
trusts anyone else. We
have to get down in the
dirt with them. It took a
long time with Terry —
she really gave me a hard
time.”

Bowers said, “After coming to Guest
House now I open up more about my is-
sues. I didn’t think anyone cared.” Garrett
says the women are like a bouquet of closed
rose buds.

“But every time I come back I see a rose
opening up. Elizabeth has a made a lot of
progress since she came here. Every few
days when I come I see a difference.”

Galloway said, “We have an incredibly
robust volunteer program. People care
about the women here who don’t even know
them and it is amazing to the clients. But
they think, why do you want to help me;
what do you want from me. This program
is three months residential within a group
home environment filled with structured
services and support. The aftercare can last
6-9 months and is considered mandatory
to successfully complete the program. Gal-
loway says, what these women do is hard
work: “I greatly admire they have made it
this far.“

The next part of the series will focus on solutions.

From Page 1

Mental Illness Takes Center Stage in Richmond
wealth.

“It’s not trying to point fingers,” said Sen.
John Cosgrove (R-14). “It’s just trying to
find out what may have gone wrong. Was
there negligence on anybody’s part?”

Cosgrove’s bill, which has bipartisan sup-
port, would require the Virginia Department
of Corrections to investigate all deaths,
write a written report and submit it to the
General Assembly and the governor. That
would apply for all deaths behind bars,
which could clear up some of the confusion
and ambiguity caused by investigations that
happen behind closed doors and without
accountability. The bill has received no op-
position from sheriffs or police chiefs so far.

“There appeared to be an absence of re-
sponsibility and accountability for those
reviews and investigations” said Brian

Moran, secretary of Homeland Security and
Public Safety. “So the governor has led with
the Board of Corrections. They have exper-
tise currently. They have some relationship
with jails.”

ONE OF THE BILLS would replicate the
concept of Fairfax County’s Diversion First
program at the state level, giving law-en-
forcement officials more discretion to help
a suspect find help rather than locking them
up behind bars. The bill, introduced by
Hope, would give officers the ability to
transport suspects to a crisis-stabilization
unit in misdemeanor cases if the officer
believes the suspect suffers from mental ill-
ness. That would include misdemeanor
cases when victims want to press charges.

“This is a bipartisan effort, and I can’t
stress that point enough,” said Hope. “We’ve

had a number of deaths over the last year
and a half that we know about, and who
knows if there are others in the past. This
is too much, and many of it is preventable.”

Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31) has intro-
duced a bill that would require mental
health training for all correctional officers
at Virginia jails.

The idea is that they would be able to
recognize the signs of mental illness — signs
like Natasha McKenna biting Alexandria
officers who responded to a call for service
or Jamycheal Mitchell slowly starving be-
hind bars after being incarcerated for steal-
ing $5 worth of snacks.

“Now is the opportunity for us to make
our voices heard,” said Favola. “It’s some-
times so unfortunate we have to suffer a
horrific tragedy to move the policy agenda
forward.”
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From Page 8

other than him. Mr. Connolly ran
unopposed but, remarkably, 34,185
voters wrote in someone other than
him.
Once elected, these representatives
represent every voter and every non-
voter in their districts. I consider their
absence at the inauguration cer-
emony to be a dereliction of their
duty to represent their districts, each
of which includes about 700,000
people. While they should be
ashamed of themselves, their voting
records, virtually in lockstep with that
of Nancy Pelosi, lead me to the con-
clusion that they have no shame.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Letters
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From Page 3

6
Embark Richmond Highway - Route
1 from Lorton to Huntington area

The Embark planning team is a collabo-
ration of Fairfax County staff from various
departments and agencies working with a
13-member citizen advisory group to help
coordinate community input and informa-
tion dissemination. Goals of Embark Rich-
mond Highway include implementing a Bus
Rapid Transit System running along dedi-
cated lanes on Route 1 from Huntington
Metro to Fort Belvoir, and then extending
the Yellow Line Metrorail to Hybla Valley.
“This has great potential for revitalization
and economic development along the high-
way,” said Edythe Kelleher, executive direc-
tor of the Southeast Fairfax Development
Corporation, “with a lot more and better
access for people getting back and forth
from home to work to shopping to what-
ever. For bringing tourists down, and other
visitors, there’s great potential.”

“This is finally going to transform this
section of the county in a way like we’ve
never seen before,” said Supervisor Jeff
McKay (D-Lee). “It will be slow, not over-
night, people have been talking about revi-
talizing the highway since I’ve been alive.
It’s a really exciting ride.”

For more information,
w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y . g o v / d p z /
embarkrichmondhwy/meetings.htm

7
Lennar multi-family housing devel-
opment “Huntington Crossing” -
Adjacent to the Huntington Metro,
up against the water, Huntington
Avenue at Metroview Parkway

The draft plan calls for five stories and
approximately 360 multi-family units. Ac-
cess will be from Metro View Parkway.

8
Belvoir Square - Richmond High-
way between Fairfax County Park-
way and Fort Belvoir’s Tulley Gate

Construction is underway on a mixed-use
development sitting on 6.6 acres of historic
Accotink Village by the Chesapeake Realty
Partners. The project includes 283 units of
one and two-bedroom apartments (170
one-bedroom, 113 2-bedroom), as well as
24,000 square-feet of retail space. Building
is anticipated to be completed this month

9
National Museum of the U.S. Army
Fort Belvoir - 41-acre campus at
Fort Belvoir

The Army Historical Foundation is con-
tinuing to raise money for construction of
a brand-new National Museum of the U.S.
Army to be located on a 41-acre campus at
Fort Belvoir. The 185,000 square-foot main
building will showcase 15,000 works from

the Army Art Collection as well as 30,000
rare and never-before-seen artifacts, docu-
ment and images from the service branch’s
200-year history. A memorial garden, am-
phitheater and parade ground are planned
for the exterior grounds. An overview video
is available on the museum’s website at
https://armyhistory.org/about-the-mu-
seum. A construction timeline depends on
funding.

10
Sitco Property - 8800 Richmond
Highway

An eight-acre property at this location is
currently zoned C-8 and R-2. Stanley Mar-
tin Company is in the process of having it
rezoned to bring a density of up to eight
residences per acre.

11
Riverside Apartments - 5860
Cameron Run Terrace

Washington Real Estate Investment Trust
has purchased the Riverside Apartments
complex (constructed in 1971) that cur-
rently includes 1,222 units on 15 floors in
three high-rises. They’re in the process of
renovating existing units including replac-
ing decades old windows, and have applied
for rezoning to increase the density of the
site in order to construct additional apart-
ment buildings. The hearing is scheduled
in the next nine months.

Sources: District Supervisor Dan Storck
(D-Mount Vernon) and land use aide,
District Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee) and
land use aide, Southeast Fairfax Develop-
ment Corporation, and the Army Historical
Foundation.

Business Outlook

Photo contributed

Washington Real Estate Investment Trust has purchased the Riverside
Apartments complex (constructed in 1971) that currently includes 1,222
units on 15 floors in three high-rises.

Photo contributed

Washington Real Estate Investment Trust is in the process of renovating
existing units including replacing decades old windows, and have ap-
plied for rezoning to increase the density of the site in order to con-
struct additional apartment buildings.

Image courtesy of the U.S. Army and Army Historical Foundation

A 41-acre campus at Fort Belvoir is planned for the National Museum of the U.S. Army

Reviewing Commercial, Residential and Historic Projects
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ClassifiedClassified

Busy Alex insurance office seeks 

Experienced Administrative 
Assistant

free parking, 8am-5pm, 1 hr lunch, salary 
mid to upper 30’s depending on 

experience. Email resume and cover letter 
to gfgjobemail@gmail.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

November 8, 2016
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Lead Agency: Department of Army

Title of Proposed Action: Supplemental Environmental Assessment of
Communications Line Extension, Davison Army Airfield, Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

Affected Jurisdiction: Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Prepared By: Directorate of Public Works, Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Approved By: Colonel Angie K. Holbrook, Commander, Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Abstract: This Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) documents potential impacts to
the physical, biological and human environments associated with the extension of a new under-
ground communications line from the main garrison area of Fort Belvoir to Davison Army Air-
field (DAAF). The proposed ductbank is required to provide enhanced voice and data telecom-
munications connectivity to DAAF from the existing communications network within Fort Bel-
voir. After evaluating communications network needs at DAAF, Fort Belvoir network personnel 
identified a single viable alternative, extending the ductbank along the Poe Road corridor (Pro-
posed Action). This Poe Road Alternative was selected based upon the location and availability 
of existing network infrastructure connection hubs at either end of the alignment and required 
communication system diversity needs. The No Action Alternative was evaluated to provide a 
baseline for evaluating impacts of the Proposed Action. None of the impacts associated with 
the Proposed Action are considered significant. As a result, it is anticipated that preparation of 
an Environmental Impact Statement is not required and a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FNSI) will be published in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

Review Period: Interested parties are invited to review and comment on
the EA and draft FNSI during a 30 day period. Please submit any comments to Commander, 
U.S. Army Garrison Fort Belvoir, Attention: Directorate of Public Works, Building 1442, 9430
Jackson Loop, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-5116 or email your comments to:
usarmy.belvoir.imcom-atlantic.mbx.enrd@mail.mil.

The EA and draft FNSI were available for review on the internet at:
http://www.belvoir.army.mil/environdocssection2.asp. Documents were
also provided for public review at the following libraries for a period of 30 days:

Fairfax County Library
Lorton Branch
9520 Richmond Highway
Lorton, VA 22079-2124

Fairfax County Library
Sherwood Regional Branch
2501 Sherwood Hall Lane
Alexandria, VA 22306-2799

Fairfax County Library
Kingstowne Branch
6500 Landsdowne Centre
Alexandria, VA 22315-5011

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
21 Announcements 21 Announcements

TAKE NOTICE

The City Council of the City of Alexandria will be attending 
VML Day at the Capitol, Wednesday, January 25, 2017, at the 
Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia. 
There will be three or more Council members in attendance.

For more information, please call 703-746-4550.

Jacqueline M. Henderson
City Clerk and Clerk of Council

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 16-07-04

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public Schools is seeking
proposals for Early Childhood Curriculum.

Minimum experience required for any firm submitting a response to this RFP, and
for providing the services therein, is three (3) years.

Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 16-07-04 Early Childhood Curriculum
will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite
620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, February 28, 2017. The time
of receipt shall be determined by the time clock stamp in the Procurement office.
Proposals appropriately received will be opened and the names of the firms
responding will be read aloud. RFP documents may be obtained at the above
Procurement Office or by calling 703-619-8043, or by downloading the RFP from
the ACPS website at www.acps.k12.va.us, Administration, Financial Services,
Procurement and General Services – Current Bids and Request for Proposals.

All questions must be submitted before 4:30 p.m., February 14, 2017.  If necessary,
an addendum will be issued and posted to the ACPS website.

A non-mandatory pre-proposal conference will be held on February 7, 2017 at
10:00 a.m. at the address listed above.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days after the opening of pro-
posals except as may be set forth in the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any or all proposals and
to waive any informalities in any proposal.

Melanie J. Johnson
Contract Specialist

Virginia Clarke Gray Backus, 95, of Alexandria, died
peacefully on January 18, 2017 at Goodwin House, her
residence of many years.

She was born on March 16, 1921 to the late Reverend
Dr. Hawes P. Clarke and Jessie Ham Clarke in Suffolk,
VA.  Daughter of a United Methodist minister, she lived
in several locations in Virginia.  She graduated from
Greensboro College in 1942.  Upon her marriage to the
late Dr. S. Nelson Gray, an Alexandria dentist, in 1944,
she remained in Alexandria the rest of her life.  In 1989,
she remarried the late Judge Franklin P. Backus, an
Alexandria Circuit Court judge.

Virginia was a life-long United Methodist; she was
passionate about her church, Washington Street United
Methodist, where she was a member for close to 75
years.  There, she served in many voluntary leadership
capacities, including chairmanship of the Administrative
Board, membership and teaching in a Sunday School
class for decades, president of the United Methodist
Women, member of the church trustees. She was also
a delegate to the Virginia Annual Conference for
many years.

Virginia was on the Board of Trustees of Greensboro
College, served as  president of the Red Hill Garden
Club, and was a member of Belle Haven Country Club.

Virginia was loved for her generosity, her hospitality and
gregarious nature, her sense of humor, and her fierce
and loving loyalty to family and friends.  If one was
related to her in any way, one felt enveloped by her
love, support, and strong opinions, which she always
freely shared.

Virginia is also preceded in death by her daughter,
Virginia Lee Gray, her brother, Lambuth M. Clarke,
and two brothers who died as children, James
and Palmore Clarke.

She is survived by her son, S. Nelson Gray, Jr., her
daughter-in-law, Margaret (Peggy) I. Gray,  her grand-
daughter, Margaret Lee Gray, all of CA;  her grandson,
N. Taylor Gray, of FL; her sister-in-law, Alice A. Clarke;
nephew Palmore Clarke; nieces Virginia Clarke Hitch,
Jessica Clarke, and Leighton Clarke Krips; six great-
nieces and nephews; five great-great-nieces and
nephews, and cousins Mary Lou Carter, John Clarke,
and Frances Clarke.

A memorial service will be held at Goodwin House,
4800 Fillmore Avenue, Alexandria, VA 23111, on Monday
January 30th at 11:00AM.  The Reverend Bruce Stewart
will officiate.  The family will host family, friends, and the
Goodwin House community from 12:00-2:00 after the
service, main floor reception area.

Memorial donations may be made to Washington
Street United Methodist Church, 109 S. Washington
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or to The Goodwin
House Foundation, 4800 Fillmore Avenue, Alexandria,
VA  23111.

The family wishes to extend their gratitude to the
Goodwin House second floor nurses and staff, the
Hospice professional staff, Dr. Temme, and the family
and friends who loyally supported and cared for Virginia
Clarke Gray Backus.

Obituary

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409 Hnhhandyman.com

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, January 28, 2017, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described 
items.
******

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the owner of the property located 
at 310 S. Saint Asaph Street to construct and maintain an 
encroachment into the public sidewalk right-of-way at that 
location for a stoop consisting of stairs and a landing.

The proposed ordinance permits an encroachment of 51 
square feet for a stoop consisting of stairs, a metal handrail, 
and a landing to be located in the public sidewalk right-of-way 
at 310 S. Saint Asaph Street as a replacement of the building’s 
existing front stoop.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 7-202 
(PERMITTED OBSTRICTIONS) under Section 7-200 (PER-
MITTED STRUCTUES IN REQUIRED YARDS) , and Section
7-2505 (FREE STANDING GARAGES TO THE REAR OF 
THE MAIN BUILDING) under Section 7-2500 (INFILL REGU-
LATIONS FOR SINGLE AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
ZONES); both of Article VII (SUPPLEMENTAL ZONE REGU-
LATIONS) of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, in ac-
cordance with the text amendment heretofore approved by City 
Council as Text Amendment No. 2016-0007.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Text Amendment No. 2016-007 to amend and reordain Sec-
tions 7-202 and 7-2505 of City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance 
to increase the required setbacks for free-standing garages 
and other accessory buildings in residential zones in
those instances which the accessory buildings ae constructed 
in close proximity to windows of a residence on an adjacent 
parcel.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Title 9 (LICENSING 
AND REGULATION), Chapter 12 (TAXICABS AND OTHER 
VEHICLES FOR HIRE) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia, 1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinances make changes to: (1) the time a taxi-
cab authorization can be vacant before termination; and (2) the 
age limit of taxicab vehicles.
******

PUBLIC HEARING and Adoption of the proposed FY 2017 to 
FY 2022 City Strategic Plan.
******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDI-
TIONS MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDI-
NANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE
CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL.  If the mayor finds and declares 
that weather or other conditions are such that it is hazardous 
for members to attend the meeting, this meeting will be contin-
ued to the following Saturday. 

JACKIE M. HENDERSON, MMC, CITY CLERK

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

ClassifiedClassified EmploymentEmployment

PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM 
AIDE POSITION

KIDDIE COUNTRY
Developmental Learning Center
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd, Burke, VA 22015

email:  kiddiecountryii@aol.com

We are looking for a kind, caring 
individual who loves children and is 

interested in assisting in the care and 
development of preschool age children. 

Applicants must be committed to 
excellence in the classroom and the 

positive and appropriate implementation 
of a planned  high quality program. 
Split position 9:00am-1:00pm and 

3:00-5:30 or 6:00pm M-F
703-644-0066 EOE

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Do not wish to be anything 
but what you are, and try 

to be that perfectly.
-St. Francis de Sales
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota
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