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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly
(D-11) demands attorneys be
granted access to detainees at
Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.

The Candidates (for Mayor)
In Their Own Words
News, Page 4

A Weekend Full of
Chocolate Fun
Entertainment, Page 10

The Candidates (for Mayor)
In Their Own Words
News, Page 4

A Weekend Full of
Chocolate Fun
Entertainment, Page 10

Protest Rallies Held at Dulles
News, Page 3

Protest Rallies Held at Dulles
News, Page 3
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Start the New Year off with a plan. Take action and join us for our
Second Saturday Divorce Workshop and get the information, support

and guidance from a family law attorney, financial advisor, wills,
trust & estate attorney, mortgage broker, a family therapist.

Registration at the door; however, pre-registration is
recommended as space is limited. No fee!

Online Registration: www.secondsaturdaynova.com
Email: nancy@secondsaturdaynova.com

Phone: (703) 591-7475

Support. Information. Hope.
Date: Saturday, February 11, 2017

Saturday, March 11, 2017
Time: 9:00 a.m. – Registration

9:30-1:00 p.m. – Workshop
Place: Duff Kronfeld & Marquardt P.C.

(formerly The Duff Law Firm)
Fair Oaks Commerce Center
11320 Random Hills Road
Suite 630
Fairfax, VA 22030
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See Rallies,  Page 15

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

D
el. Marcus Simon (D-53)
brought his two children, 13
and 11, to Dulles Interna-
tional Airport Jan. 28, not to

fly, but to witness and learn.
Demonstrations sprang up at airports

around the United States over the weekend,
following an Executive Order by President
Donald Trump that blocks travelers from
seven largely Muslim countries — Iraq, Iran,
Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Libya and Somalia —
in the interests of more significant vetting
and preventing would-be terrorists from
entering the country.

Simon’s wasn’t the only family in atten-
dance. Many had brought their children to
the demonstration.

“You show them this is what you do, how
you protest, be patriotic,” Simon said,
“when the government does something you
don’t agree with. You expose them to some-
thing positive.”

THE BAN was announced Friday and offi-
cials at airports began enforcing it immedi-
ately. Travelers from the seven countries are
blocked from entering the U.S. for 90 days,
and new refugee admissions from the same
nations blocked for 120 days. Syrian refu-
gees are blocked indefinitely, according to
the ban.

Some individuals who hold valid visas
were impacted by the ban, and others with

legal status and green cards have been de-
tained at airports. A federal judge in Brook-
lyn passed a ruling over the weekend that
blocked part of Trump’s action, and Judge
Leonie M. Brinkema of the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia is-
sued a temporary restraining order Satur-
day night specifically for those detained at
Dulles.

Brinkema ordered airport authorities to
grant lawyers access to detainees who are
permanent legal residents, and that perma-
nent residents not be removed for seven
days.

Simon was at Dulles Saturday and Sun-
day, as well as state Sen. Jennifer Wexton
(D-33), U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) and U.S.
Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11), asking that

some of the more than 20 lawyers present
be given that opportunity to meet with the
detainees.

The scenes were intense and a little cha-
otic, Simon said, but the demonstrators
were nonviolent and positive.

“I was just amazed at the number of
people, the energy, the spirit, the sponta-
neity,” said Simon. “In some ways, it was
heartening, to see so many Northern Vir-
ginians reacting to [the ban].”

Gov. Terry McAuliffe appeared and spoke
at the airport Saturday. U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine
(D) visited the ongoing demonstration Mon-
day afternoon.

Connolly was able to get one pair of de-
tainees released Saturday evening with the
help of immigration attorneys: Fairfax

County resident and green card holder
Ahmed Mohedian, 71, who had been held
with his wife after returning from Iran. He
was in that country receiving medical treat-
ment, Connolly’s office said.

“America has always stood for being a
beacon of hope,” Connolly said in a state-
ment reacting to the ban. “Donald Trump
would paint over Emma Lazarus’s words on
the Statue of Liberty. There are millions of
us willing to stand with immigrants com-
ing into our country. There are millions of
us willing to insist that America’s doors re-
main open to those fleeing injury, violence
or persecution. This order was not thought
through and must be rescinded. We will
fight this illegal Executive Order.”

Simon said airport security officials and
border control told them they weren’t al-
lowed to say anything. One of the concerns,
he said the legislators had heard, was that
individuals arriving from the ban-affected
countries were being met once they got off
the plane and asked to sign a document that
essentially forfeited their green card.

“If that’s what’s going to happen,” Simon
said, “it shouldn’t be.”

If he had just landed in a foreign country
and was met by men with guns when get-
ting off the plane, said Simon, “I’d sign any-
thing that was stuck in front of me.” That’s
why it was important for the lawyers to
meet with these people and explain their
rights to them, he added.

Another issue Simon raised was the ap-
parent lack of information and clarity on
the details of the ban — airport officials
seemed unprepared for enforcing it.

“The rank and file employees, they were
stuck between a rock and a hard place, a
really difficult position,” Simon said. Typi-
cally with a ban like this, he continued,
“you’d expect there to be some more coor-
dination with agencies, planning, and in

Demonstrators,
volunteer attorneys
and elected officials
welcome travelers,
extend help detainees.

Anti-Immigration Ban Rallies Held at Dulles

News

Photo contributed

Del. Simon’s (D-53) wasn’t the only
family in attendance at anti-immi-
gration ban rallies over the week-
end at Dulles airport. Many had
brought their children, including
these constituents of Simon’s.

Photo courtesy of Fairfax County Police

Left, PFC Post and (right) PFC
Gibson from the Fairfax County
Police Department visit the Al Fatih
Academy in Reston, as a show of
support following recent attacks
against Muslims and mosques.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe appeared and spoke at the airport Saturday. U.S. Sen.
Tim Kaine (right) visited the ongoing demonstration Monday afternoon.

Photos contributed

Right, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) was able to get one pair of detain-
ees released Saturday evening with the help of immigration attorneys:
Fairfax County resident and green card holder Ahmed Mohedian, 71,
who had been held with his wife after returning from Iran.
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News

F
airfax City Council members
Michael DeMarco, David Meyer
and Ellie Schmidt all hope to
become the City’s next mayor.

Over the past few months, each has been

campaigning for the job; and next Tues-
day, Feb. 7, City residents will go to the
polls and select one for mayor in this spe-
cial election.

Assuming one of them wins – and not a

write-in candidate – the City will then have
to set a date for another special election to
replace that person on the Council. The new
mayor and remaining Council members will
set that date together.

Special election for City mayor is Tuesday, Feb. 7.

The Candidates in Their Own Words

Michael DeMarco
Imagine living in a city where we have

easy access to restaurants, shops, public
transportation and work. Traffic congestion
is significantly reduced because we created
new or expanded existing modes of trans-
portation. We have a mix of housing choices,
and the city is more walkable and bike
friendly. There are ample parks for our chil-
dren to play. We have interconnected hik-
ing trails. Our quality of life is better. We’re
healthier and happier. We’re a community
and a destination.

I believe this can be our reality. I believe
this is the vision for our city, and I need you
to help me help the City deliver on this strat-
egy and move forward. Strategy is about
making choices and taking a few measured
risks.

Being too tactical, too cautious and/or too
political is not going to win the day. We need
to be for something and not against every-
thing. We need foresight and leadership to
deliver this vision.

Our strategy must be multifaceted and
address economic growth, quality of life,
transportation, education, capital invest-
ment, and partnership with all community
stakeholders. Components will include the
kind of sustainable development we want
and where, revitalizing our economic base,
supporting small and medium-sized busi-
nesses, strong schools, programs to revital-
ize our aging housing and aging office
space, diverse housing choices – including
affordable and senior options, active sup-
port for real regional transportation solu-
tions, and strong leadership to do what we
say.

Change makes us uneasy, the sense that
we are doing away with the old or giving
up everything we know or knew. But with-
out change, there is no future; and I fur-
ther suggest that, without change, we will

David Meyer
The City of Fairfax needs a strong, effec-

tive mayor to lead the Council in complet-
ing its 2035 Comprehensive Plan, getting
the two approved redevelopment projects
started at Fairfax Circle and Kamp Wash-
ington, and protecting existing neighbor-
hoods from increased density and traffic
congestion. As mayor, I will lead the Coun-
cil to finalize the Comprehensive Plan so
that the City will have a clearer path for-
ward in addressing several other proposed
development projects that have either been
submitted to the City or are contemplated
by the development community.

Additionally, I will ensure the completion
of the City’s first Multimodal Transportation
Plan, which will guide the City Council in
addressing comprehensively the issues of traf-
fic congestion, optimizing our CUE bus sys-
tem for maximum connectivity to the County
Connector, Metrobus, and the Metro rail sys-
tem. I will explore the idea of a Bike Share
project between George Mason University
and Old Town Fairfax to strengthen the con-
nectivity between GMU and the City. As
Mayor, I will lead the Council and the com-
munity to address the issue of housing in all
its forms, with a particular focus on creating
high-quality senior housing, workforce hous-
ing and other affordable housing – all con-
sistent with our Comprehensive Plan.

In June 2016, I retired from the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission after 37
years of service, the last 15 as a member of
the Senior Executive Service. I have success-
fully led varied groups of talented leaders
in many circumstances in my professional
life. Through this experience, I have gained
an understanding that, as a leader, it is criti-
cal to listen with integrity and benefit from
the wisdom and insight of others.

I realize that, as our mayor, I must be both
a leader who shares a strategic vision and, at

Ellie Schmidt
You have a choice in the special election

on Feb 7. There are a lot of similarities
among the candidates, but there are also
some real differences. Some differences are
obvious and some, not so obvious.

My opponents and I have discussed our
differences in recent public meetings on the
University Drive extension and the Chain
Bridge Road sidewalk project. I voted in
opposition on both of these issues, while
my opponents voted in favor. I am con-
cerned about issues such as high-density
redevelopment, preservation of our residen-
tial community, traffic congestion, commer-
cial vacancies and economic development.

We must carefully consider density, size
and scale as we review new development
projects. What do we want the City to look
like? We don’t want to look like the Halstead
in Dunn Loring or the Mosaic in Merrifield.
The City Council has approved projects with
over 1,200 new housing units, including
over 1,000 rental apartments. We need to
evaluate the impact of these projects on our
traffic congestion and City services and in-
frastructure.

I had concerns about the Scout on the
Circle project. I voted in opposition to the
project for several reasons. I did not want
the reduction of commercial square foot-
age – once converted to residential, you
can’t get commercial square footage back –
and I was concerned about the building
height. The project was not ready. At the
time, it was said not to let perfection get in
the way of good. My opponents voted in
favor of this project. As we can see, it just
wasn’t ready.

I ask you to examine our voting records
as you make your decision. As a City Coun-
cil member, I have considered City matters
with a thoughtful and balanced approach.
I have carefully considered the needs of our

See DeMarco,  Page 5 See Meyer,  Page 5 See Schmidt,  Page 5

Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or call
703-778-9416. The deadline for submissions
is the Friday prior to publication. Dated an-
nouncements should be submitted at least two
weeks prior to the event.

Over-40 Softball League. A Fairfax-
based league is looking for enough players
to form another team. Players must be at last
40 years of age to be eligible. All games are
doubleheaders - played on Sundays at
Bready Park in Herndon between 11 a.m.
and 6 p.m. If interested, email
skeduman@aol.com for more information.

MONDAY/FEB. 6
Community Meeting on the Braddock

Road Multimodal Study. Fairfax
County Department of Transportation
(FCDOT) and Braddock District
Supervisor John C. Cook will host a
community meeting to discuss the
Braddock Road Multimodal Study, which
encompasses areas in Annandale,
Springfield, Burke and Fairfax, at 6:30
p.m., in the cafeteria of Lake Braddock
Secondary School, 9200 Burke Lake
Road, Burke.

At the meeting, residents will learn about the
current planning efforts for future
improvements to Braddock Road,
including roadway, bicycle and pedestrian
alternatives. There will be an open house
at 6:30 p.m., with an opportunity to learn
about the different facets of the project at
various stations with FCDOT staff, a
presentation by the Braddock Road Task
Force at 7:30 p.m., and a question and
answer period after.

Feedback on the study is also welcomed and
can be provided at the meeting or online.
To view a project map and background
information, visit http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/
braddockroadmmstudy/.

SATURDAY/FEB. 11
Town Hall Meeting. Del. David Bulova (D-

37) and Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) will
hold a town hall meeting, from 9-11 a.m.,
at Fairfax City Hall, 10455 Armstrong St.
in Fairfax. All are welcome to attend,
hear about their legislative agenda, ask
questions and share concerns.

FEB. 11 - 12, FEB. 18-19, AND FEB. 26
Loudoun Freedom Girls Basketball

Tryouts
Tryouts to form girls’ teams from 2nd grade

through 11th grade for the 2017 season
will be held the weekends of Feb. 11 - 12,
Feb. 18-19, and Feb. 26. If you are
interested in your daughter playing at a
higher competitive level and developing
into a great player, consider trying out.
See www.loudounfreedom.com for the
full schedule, how to register Contact
loudounfreedombball@gmail.com

FRIDAY/FEB. 17
Scholarship Application. Deadline for

Fairfax Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority scholarship
applications. The application is available
on the chapter website: http://
www.fcacdst.org/applications.htm.The
completed application must be
postmarked no later than February 17,
2017 and mailed to: Fairfax County
Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., Attn: Scholarship
Committee, P.O. Box 221224, Chantilly,
Virginia 20153-1224.

FRIDAY/MARCH 3
Rising Above Fear. Burke Presbyterian

Church Distinguished Speakers Series,
with Omid Safi, director of Duke
University’s Islamic Studies Center, 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Being Muslim in America:
Between ISIS and Islamophobia. Burke
Presbyterian Church, 5690 Oak Leather
Drive, Burke, 703-764-0456. Tickets are
available at http://
www.BurkePresChurch.org. They are $25
for Friday and Saturday sessions and $15
for a single session. Tickets are limited.

Bulletin Board
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Sales and Rentals
Residential Property Management

Association Management

703-239-1234
pat.richter@richter1.com

Residential Preferred Properties
5631-I Burke Centre Parkway, Suite I • Burke, VA 22015

129.3 Acres of Land for Sale
Pamunkey Ln, Orange, VA 22960

$649,000

Located in Orange County between Fredericksburg and Culpeper.
Divided into three separate parcels but being sold as one. Perk

sites are found on all three parcels. Currently used for agriculture
but has potential for home sites.

For more information,
contact Steve Richter: 703-503-1234

News

T
he Fairfax High School Athletic Hall of Fame
inducted seven new members on January 17,
2017. The new members were welcomed by

Fairfax High School Principal David Goldfarb and Di-
rector of Student Activities Nancy Melnick during a ban-
quet at the school with well over 100 attendees.

The Fairfax High School Athletic Hall of Fame now
numbers 52 members. If you would like to nomi-

nate someone for consideration for entry into the
Hall, you may download admission criteria and a
nomination form from the Fairfax High School Ath-
letic department website

http://www.fairfaxhighsports.org/ Your participa-
tion in the nomination process is encouraged and
welcomed and you are requested to provide support-
ing documentation with your nomination.

Fairfax High Holds Hall of
Fame Inductions

FHS 2017 Hall of Fame inductions held Jan. 13, 2017.From left: Davey Williams, Class
of 1968, Football/Wrestling, Kathy McCaughey-Eker, Class of 1980, Softball/Tennis/
Track, David Bedwell, Class of 1989, Football, Richard “Moon” Ducote, Class of 1968,
Football/Wrestling, Emily Ferguson, Class of 2008, Swimming, Craig White, Class of
1968, Football/Baseball, Justin Potter, Class of 1998, Wrestling/Football.

be outcompeted by places like
Mosaic and Fairfax Corner.

But with change comes oppor-
tunity; and if we get “our” formula
of economic growth right, we will
not only preserve but improve our
neighborhoods, we will retain our
history and character, we will have

tinue to be attentive, thorough and
diligent, and I will always give
careful consideration to all of the
issues that we face, both locally
and regionally. Effective leader-
ship is the only way we will be able
to follow through on these prom-
ises. I am that leader and I ask for
your vote on Feb. 7.

— Michael DeMarco
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From Page 4

DeMarco

the same time, a team player with
the ability to rally the team. I prac-
tice leadership by example, moti-
vating myself and others, while be-
ing grounded in personal values
honed over many years of profes-
sional and personal experience.

Over my 36 years of living in our
City, and especially during my 8�

decision making.
I also affirm the critical impor-

tance of citizen engagement and
outreach. We must communicate
fully, but also effectively, so the
greatest number of persons has the
broadest perspective possible, re-
sulting in decisions that are most
optimal for both the near-term and
for many years ahead.

— David Meyer

Meyer
From Page 4

current residents, as well as the
impact on our future. I have lis-
tened to ideas and concerns and
have been visible, open and ap-
proachable and will continue to be
so.

I am committed to openness in
government, inclusiveness with
the community and with my col-

served this community through my
involvement in service organiza-
tions, boards and commissions in
a number of leadership capacities
since my days as a student at
Fairfax High School.

We have a unique community
here in the City of Fairfax and I
am proud to be a part of it. I ask
for your vote on Feb. 7.

—Ellie Schmidt

Schmidt
From Page 4

years on the City Council, I have
gained a broad and deep under-
standing of our citizenry, the val-
ues we share, as well as our dif-
ferences, and how these shared
goals and varied visions for our
future blend together to create our
civic tapestry. In leading our Coun-
cil and community in the nuts and
bolts of governing, I value data
and empirical information to help
sharpen our focus and inform our

the highest quality services and
education, we will have a mix of
housing choices, we will live in a
safe, healthy and secure environ-
ment, and we will have the char-
acteristics that will attract the next
generation of residents, workers
and businesses to the City.

We are a small city, but working
on one or two issues alone isn’t
enough. I promise that I will con-

leagues on the dais. Communica-
tion and civic engagement with all
citizens and business owners is
essential. I will continue to be out
and present in the community,
participating, listening and involv-
ing our citizens and businesses.

My professional background as
a business person demonstrates
my experience in finance, strate-
gic planning, communication and
leadership. In addition, I have
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Opinion

By Eileen Filler-

Corn

State Delegate (D-41)

L
ike so many of
you and so many
Americans, I was

appalled when I learned
of President Trump’s Ex-
ecutive Order barring
those from seven Muslim
majority countries from entering
the United States, even if they
have valid American visas of any
kind. This is not representative of
who we are as a country. It is in
direct opposition of our American
values and our constitution be-
cause it essentially creates a reli-
gious test for entry into the United
States. Until a recent reversal by

the White House, it
also denied due pro-
cess to green card
holders who have
been unable to reen-
ter the country.

One of the many
reasons my husband and I chose
to live and raise our family in
Fairfax County was due to its di-
versity. We wanted our children to
be exposed to people of different
cultures and religions. We strived
to set an example for them to be
tolerant of others. We taught them
that America is great because of
immigrants, not in spite of them.

We should know better than to
repeat the mistakes of the past,
such as when European Jews were
turned away from American
shores and in many cases, like that
of Anne Frank, later perished in
concentration camps. Accepting
this as the status quo is unaccept-
able.

Joining Women’s
March on
Washington

I was honored to join the hun-
dreds of thousands of women and
men who participated in the
Women’s March on Washington
last week. All of us who took part

in one of the largest peaceful
marches in American history ex-
ercised our First Amendment right
to peaceably assemble. We sought
to remind our new President how
important it is to us that he pro-
tect our precious civil liberties. In
addition to well over half a mil-
lion people marching in Washing-
ton, estimates placed the number
of participants nationwide at over
3 million in more than 500 sepa-
rate locations—with every state
represented.

I cannot accurately put into
words the feeling I had marching
with my daughter and my husband
as well as being surrounded by so

T
here is so much going on this week:

Locally, the effects of a travel ban
at odds with American values
played out at Dulles International

Airport, but stimulated a heartening response,
with volunteer attorneys offering help, local,
state and federal elected officials demanding
accountability and peaceful demonstrators pro-
testing the un-American assault on
travel from particular Muslim-majority
countries.

“I was just amazed at the number of
people, the energy, the spirit, the spontaneity,”
said Del. Marcus Simon, who used FaceBook
Live to share the scene over several days. “In
some ways, it was heartening, to see so many
Northern Virginians reacting.”

See reporter Tim Peterson’s story in this pa-
per.

CROSSOVER is Feb. 7; that’s when only bills
that have passed either the House of Delegates
or the Virginia Senate can move forward.

As this date approaches, the General Assem-
bly has a serious transparency issue, as it con-
tinues to kill most proposed legislation with
unrecorded voice votes in subcommittee, with
no accountability or record of how members
voted.

This was raised to new heights earlier this
week, when a House of Delegates subcommit-
tee killed proposed constitutional amendments
including non-partisan redistricting and restor-
ing voting rights of felons, along with more
than 20 proposed amendments, in a single
vote.

John Horejsi of Vienna, who heads the orga-
nization Social Action Linking Together, notes
that his organization is unable to track what

happens to legislation they support. This head-
line, which ran last week on
www.roanoke.com, says it all: “Bill to require
recorded votes dies on an unrecorded vote,
again.”

State Sen. Creigh Deeds continues important
work on mental health reform, citing three
priorities this year, requiring most of Commu-

nity Services Boards around the state
to provide same-day service and cer-
tain outpatient services; to assess and
provide care for inmates who have

mental health needs; and long-term support-
ive housing to help avoid repeated mental
health crises.

About 200,000 people in Virginia have had
their motor vehicle licenses suspended for a
legal infraction that has nothing to do with a
driving offense. And 650,000 people in Virginia
have a suspended license for failing to pay
court costs. This is an obstacle to holding a job
and being able to meet other obligations, and
legislation to stop this counter-productive prac-
tice is still alive in the Virginia Senate.

The sale of high-proof grain alcohol in Vir-
ginia Alcoholic Beverage Control stores passed
the House of Delegates earlier in the session,
and is just foolish.

EFFORTS by state Sen. Adam P. Ebbin and
others, supporting repeal of the Virginia con-
stitutional amendment approved by voters in
2006 forbidding gay marriage should move for-
ward. The 2006 amendment is no longer valid
because the U.S. Supreme Court in 2015 le-
galized same-sex marriage.

State Sen. Chap Petersen introduced a
doomed bill to ban contributions from public
utilities. “Monopolies like Dominion or Appa-

lachian Power have an undue influence on the
political process. That leads to legislation
which has a direct cost to Virginia consumers,
both residents and small businesses,” Petersen
said.

It looks like the felony threshold will increase
to $500 from $200, an important distinction
championed by Petersen and state Sen. Scott
Surovell.

While the constitutional amendment to ad-
dress voting rights for felons who have served
their sentences died in the above action, Gov.
Terry McAuliffe should be commended for re-
storing the civic rights of more than 128,000
Virginians, and his plans to restore rights for
any remaining Virginia citizens who lost their
rights. This has been a laborious and worthy
process, adapted as needed to meet legal chal-
lenges and court rulings.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Submit Photos to
Pet Connection

The Pet Connection, a twice-yearly special
edition, will publish the last week of February,
and photos and stories of your pets with you
and your family should be submitted by Feb.
15.

Please tell us a little bit about your creature,
identify everyone in the photo, give a brief
description what is happening in the photo,
and include address and phone number (we
will not publish your address or phone num-
ber, just your town name).

Email to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or submit
online at www.connectionnewspapers.com/
pets.

For advertising information, email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9431.

Demonstrations at Dulles in reaction to
travel ban; fast moving General Assembly
lacks transparency; other key issues.

So Much Happening, Don’t Blink

Editorial

Not Representative of Who We Are

See Richmond Report,

Page 9

Richmond

Report

Photo contributed
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Fairfax Little League

www.fairfaxll.com

Offers baseball for boys & girls
ages 4 to 16

Register your players online at:
www.fairfaxll.com
For questions email us at:
registrar@fairfaxll.org

• Our Spring 2017 baseball season runs
    from mid-March through mid-June
• On-time Registration ends 19 February

Meet with Bulova,
Petersen

Del. David Bulova (D-37) and state Sen.
Chap Petersen (D-34) will hold a town hall
meeting on Saturday, Feb. 11, from 9-11
a.m., at Fairfax City Hall, 10455 Armstrong
St. in Fairfax. The public is welcome to at-
tend, hear their legislative agenda and ask
questions.

Community Meeting
on the Braddock
Road Multimodal
Study Set for Feb. 6

Fairfax County Department of Transpor-
tation (FCDOT) and Braddock District Su-
pervisor John C. Cook will host a commu-

nity meeting to discuss the Braddock Road
Multimodal Study, which encompasses ar-
eas in Annandale, Springfield, Burke and
Fairfax, on Monday, Feb. 6, 2017, at 6:30
p.m. in the cafeteria of Lake Braddock Sec-
ondary School, 9200 Burke Lake Road,
Burke.

At the meeting, residents will learn about
the current planning efforts for future im-
provements to Braddock Road, including
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian alterna-
tives. There will be an open house at 6:30
p.m. with an opportunity to learn about the
different facets of the project at various sta-
tions with FCDOT staff, a presentation by
the Braddock Road Task Force at 7:30 p.m.
and a question and answer period after.

Feedback on the study is also welcomed
and can be provided at the meeting or
online. To view a project map and back-
ground information, visit http://
w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y. g o v / f c d o t /
braddockroadmmstudy/.

Week in Fairfax

FRIDAY/MARCH 3
Rising Above Fear. Burke Presbyterian Church

Distinguished Speakers Series, with Omid Safi,
director of Duke University’s Islamic Studies
Center, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Being Muslim in
America: Between ISIS and Islamophobia. Burke
Presbyterian Church, 5690 Oak Leather Drive,
Burke, 703-764-0456. Tickets are available at
http://www.BurkePresChurch.org. They are $25
for Friday and Saturday sessions and $15 for a
single session. Tickets are limited.

SATURDAY/MARCH 4
Rising Above Fear. Burke Presbyterian Church

Distinguished Speakers Series, with Omid Safi,
director of Duke University’s Islamic Studies
Center, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Moving Forward in
Love: An Interfaith Collaboration, Burke
Presbyterian Church, 5690 Oak Leather Drive,
Burke, 703-764-0456. Tickets are available at
http://www.BurkePresChurch.org. They are $25
for Friday and Saturday sessions and $15 for a
single session. Tickets are limited.

Faith Notes Send notes to the Connection at south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

O
ne of the most heart-wrench-
ing decisions that Denise
Schossler, her two siblings
and her 95-year-old mother

had to make was whether or not to move
her into an assisted living facility, leaving
the home where she’s lived since 1954.
Physical limitations and a need for social
interaction drove the decision to relocate
to the newly opened Kensington Falls
Church.

“My mother has managed to stay in her
home all this time with the help of an aide
who comes every day, but she realized that
it just couldn’t continue. One of the main
things is the isolation and the loneliness,”
said Schossler. “She needs more social in-
teraction than she gets alone in her home.
She’s someone who’s had an active social
life, but now it’s just television and books.”

A dearth of social interaction is one of
the factors that can lead seniors into assisted
living facilities. In fact, a recent study pub-
lished in the Journal of Gerontology shows
that seniors living in assisted living facili-
ties have fewer unmet needs such as com-
panionship, help with cooking, bathing and
doing laundry than those who live indepen-
dently. However, the survey of more than
4,000 people over the age of 65 shows that
even in such retirement communities,
unmet needs still exist. To address this chal-
lenge, local gerontology experts say that
families must determine whether a loved
one’s needs meet the criteria for assisted
living candidacy and once placed, work to
ensure that those needs are being met.

“In counseling families making this diffi-
cult decision, I focus on safety factors for
the patient and other family members,” said
Maureen Moriarty, D.N.P., assistant profes-
sor of nursing at Marymount University in
Arlington. “Often cognitive impairment is
the reason for assisted living. Perhaps
memory is affected so the patient can no
longer safely drive or remember the steps
in carrying out activities of daily living such

as cooking, bathing or management of
finances.”

In making this decision, an evaluation
by an objective gerontology expert can
be necessary, says Patrice Winter, DPT,
assistant professor at George Mason Uni-
versity in the Department of Global and
Community Health. “They come out and
evaluate the house and the person as
well,” she said. “You have an objective,
unemotional person instead of an adult
child going, ‘Mom you can’t live here any-
more.’ and the mom saying, ‘Stay out of
my business.’”

Such an evaluation will show that there
are times when a lifestyle adjustment is all
that is needed. “Sometimes they can offer
simple solutions that can make huge
changes,” said Winter. “Could it be that they
need their eyesight and hearing checked?
Or the washing machine moved upstairs”
so they can do laundry more frequently?

When seeking an evaluation, Winter rec-
ommends local social service agencies such
as the Fairfax County Area Agency on Ag-
ing. “The issue may not be cognitive, but
the need for a living environment with more

support may be triggered by physical limi-
tations,” added Moriarty. “Perhaps a chronic
degenerative illness such as Parkinson’s Dis-
ease has left the patient with physical care
needs beyond the scope of family members.”

Safety can become an issue when family
members’ physical limitations restrict the
quality of care they are able to offer. “This
opens issues not only to patient safety but
also the family member may be frail or have
their own physical limitations that limit
their capacity to assist someone who, for
instance, has balance loss,” said Moriarty.

“The key assessment as a clinician for me is
that the family no longer has the resources
to care safely for this individual in a home
environment.”

“If there is any question at all, the person
should have a medical evaluation,” added
Winter. “There could be an imbalance in the
system that could cause changes so a really
good physical by a geriatric internist would
be paramount before any drastic actions are
taken.”

Once a senior has moved into an assisted
living facility, they often need someone to
advocate on their behalf. Regular visits and
telephone calls to both the family member
and the staff are necessary. “You need to
make sure you know what’s going on,” said
Thompson, who recently moved her own
mother into an assisted living facility. “It’s
OK to be a pest. I communicate with the
staff at my mother’s facility. She complains
to me about things that she won’t complain
to the staff about so I have to complain on
her behalf.”

Even in the best of facilities, a person’s
needs can be inadvertently overlooked,
says Thompson, so a family member’s
presence is necessary. “Walk around, pay
attention to how other residents seem,”
she said. “Are they happy and engaged
or are there signs of neglect?”

“Establish a relationship with those
providers who will be involved in the care
of your family member,” added Moriarty.
“Become part of the team by attending
regular team meetings. Make them
aware of your loved one’s special needs.
For example, if your family member al-
ways had tea in the morning, request that

this continues.”
Schossler says that her proximity to the

Kensington Falls Church will allow her to
be in regular contact with both her mother
and the staff.

“My mother has grandchildren and great-
grandchildren and we can visit her because
the Kensington is just a few minutes away
from where I live,” she said. “My mother
has already made connections with three
people who will be there, so she’s looking
forward to moving. We happened to find
the right fit at the right time.”

Local Resources
❖ Alexandria Area Agency on Aging
https://www.alexandriava.gov/Aging
❖ Fairfax County Area Agency on Aging
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/

olderadultservices/
❖ Arlington Aging and Disability Services Division
https://aging-disability.arlingtonva.us/
❖ Kensington Falls Church Open House
Feb. 1, 5 and 22, 4:30 to 7 p.m.
700 West Broad St., Falls Church

To Move Or Not To Move
Wellbeing

Denise Schossler's 95-year-old mother will move into the newly opened
Kensington Falls Church assisted living facility later this month.

Photos courtesy of Kensington at Falls Church

Local family moves
mother into newly
opened Kensington
Falls Church.

"She needs more social
interaction than she gets
alone in her home. She’s
someone who’s had an
active social life, but now it’s
just television and books."

— Denise Schossler

THROUGHOUT MARCH 2017
Free Public Service Seminars. March 1, 8,

15, 21, 29, at 7 p.m. on Selling Your Home,
Aging in Place, Downsizing, Retirement
Communities Seminars. Free public service
seminars on “Selling Your Home” (March 1,
McLean High School, 1633 Davidson Rd.,
McLean), “Working With Builders” (March 8,
Falls Church HS, 7521 Jaguar Trail, Falls
Church), “Financing Your Retirement” (March
15, Marshall HS, 7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls
Church), “Tax & Estate Planning” (March 21,

Madison HS, 2500 James Madison Dr., Vienna),
and “Decluttering & Organizing” (March 29,
Oakton HS, 2900 Sutton Rd., Vienna). For more
information and seminar registration go to
RetireeRealEstate.org, or call 703-772-3033.

ONGOING
Are You A Caregiver? Shepherd’s Center of

Oakton Vienna Caregivers’ Support
Group takes place first & third Thursday of
each month. Feb. 2nd and 16th, 2017 from 10

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Join us at the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax (UUCF) -
Program Building, 2709 Hunter Mill Rd, Oakton,
VA. For more info contact facilitator, Jack Tarr,
703-821-6838 jtarr5@verizon.net.

Volunteers Needed. PRS is looking for
empathetic and caring volunteers to make phone
calls to older adults who may be feeling socially
isolated. The commitment is one 3-hour shift per
week for one year. Located in Arlington. Ages 21
& up. Intensive training provided. Learn more

and apply: https://prsinc.org/carering-
volunteering/. Questions? Email
lpadgett@prsinc.org.

The Northern Virginia Long Term Care
Ombudsman Program needs volunteer
advocates for residents in nursing homes and
assisted living facilities. Contact Lisa
Callahan at 703-324-5861, TTY 711 or email
Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov. Also visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices/ltcombudsman/.

Wellbeing Notes
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many passionate
women of all ages,
daughters, mothers,
grandmothers, as
well as men of all
ages as far as the eye
could see. This past
Monday, I gave my
first floor speech of
the session about
the Women’s March,
why we marched
and how precious
our First Amend-
ment right to peace-
fully assemble is.
You can watch my
remarks here.

Legisla-
tive Up-
date

This past week
several of my bills
were acted upon in
subcommittee, full
committee and on
the floor of the
House of Delegates.

❖ Notification
of Bullying. My
bill, HB 1709, which would direct school
principals to notify the parent of any stu-
dent involved in an alleged incident of bul-
lying of the status of any investigation
within 14 school days following the allega-
tion of bullying, unanimously passed the
House this week. Next, I will have the op-
portunity to present the bill to the State
Senate. I was appreciative of the compel-
ling testimony provided the previous week
by Sylvia and Brandon Farbstein. Brandon
is a 17-year old student in Henrico County
Public Schools who was a victim of bully-
ing. His mother Sylvia struggled to get up-
dates about the status of the incidents in
which Brandon was victimized. It is my
hope that this legislation will ensure that
parents receive timely updates when their
child is a part of a bullying investigation.

 ❖ Encouraging Workforce Devel-
opment in Schools. My bill HB 1708,
which would require the Board of Educa-
tion to consider including industry creden-
tials earned when measuring school accredi-
tation, was passed in the Education Inno-
vation Committee. I will present this bill to
the full Education Committee tomorrow. As
Chair of Jobs for Virginia graduates, I often
visit schools that not only ensure that stu-
dents graduate, but also prepare them for
life after high school. For some students,
that may include higher education, for oth-
ers it may be directly entering the
workforce. This bill advocates for reward-
ing schools that provide career technical
education to their students.

❖ Boundaries and Consent. I had
two bills up in the Elementary and Second-
ary Education Subcommittee this past week.
One, HB 2257, would ensure that consent
education is taught in High School Family
Life Education. The other, HB 2406, would
require any family life education curricu-
lum offered in any elementary school,
middle school, or high school to include
instruction on the importance of the per-
sonal privacy and personal boundaries of
other individuals. HB 2406 and HB 2257
passed out of subcommittee and will go
before the full Education committee tomor-
row.

Visitors to Richmond
This was another week of friends, con-

stituents and groups visiting me in my of-
fice in Richmond. I truly appreciate visitors
taking the time to make this effort. I met
with representatives from the GMU Student
Government Association, members of the
VEA, AARP, SEIU, 4H, and student hygien-
ists from Northern Virginia Community
College among many other groups.

It is my privilege to serve in the House of
Delegates on your behalf and address the
issues that face the 41st District and the
Commonwealth as a whole. I look forward
to hearing from you or seeing you in Rich-
mond and/or out and about in the 41st Dis-
trict during the weekends. Please don’t hesi-
tate to contact me if you need any assis-
tance from my office.

From Page 6

Richmond Report
Opinion

Photo contributed

Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41), center, with Precious
Crabtree and Jessica Bowser, lobbying on behalf of
public education.
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News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

T
he Fairfax Chocolate Lovers Fes-
tival is a dream-come-true for
chocolate aficionados, and the
2017 extravaganza is this Sat-

urday, Feb. 4, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sun-
day, Feb. 5, from noon-4 p.m. Vendors will
offer a wide variety of chocolate treats rang-
ing from candy to cakes, ice cream, fudge,
chocolate-covered strawberries and
milkshakes.

This year’s festival is the 25th annual; a
complete schedule of events is at
www.chocolatefestival.net. All venues are
handicap-accessible, and the Chocolate Ex-
press will run Feb. 4, from 9:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m., and Feb. 5, from 11:45 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. providing free shuttle service between
event locations.

New for 2017 is Liquid Chocolate, start-
ing off the fun Friday night, Feb. 3, from 6-
8 p.m., and returning Saturday, Feb. 4, from
3-7 p.m. Inside a heated tent on Old Town
Square’s upper parking lot, 3999 Univer-
sity Drive, will be chocolate libations ga-
lore. Adults may taste chocolate wines,
chocolate beers and dessert wine pairings
for $2 each, while children enjoy hot choco-
late, chocolate milkshakes and chocolate
soda for $1/tasting.

Then, starting off Saturday morning’s
activities will be the annual Kiwanis Club
of Fairfax Pancake Breakfast. From 8 a.m.-
1 p.m., attendees may feast on regular or
chocolate-chip pancakes, sausage, coffee,
juice and milk, at Fire Station 3, at 4081
University Drive. Cost is $8, adults; $4, chil-
dren ages 4-10. Children 3 and under eat
free with a paying adult (limit two children
per adult). There’ll also be a bake sale, and
face-painting is $2/child.

But save room for later because the high-
light of the festival, the Taste of Chocolate,
is Saturday, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sun-
day, from noon-4 p.m., in Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive (corner of Main
Street and University Drive). Leave stroll-
ers on the front porch; a fully accessible
entrance is at the door on Main Street.

Admission is free; visitors buy pogs for
$1 each and browse vendors’ tables to see
all the chocolate goodies being offered.
They buy them with pogs and may get as
many pogs as they’d like from roaming vol-
unteers in red aprons.

The assortment of treats is on two floors
and includes chocolate fudge, truffles,
candy bars, brownies, cakes and ice cream.
And always popular are the chocolate foun-
tains into which customers may dip fruit,
cream-filled doughnut holes or marshmal-
lows.

Among the vendors will be: C & D
Sweets, CakeLove, Cakes by Shelby,
Cameron’s Coffee & Chocolates, The Capi-
tal Candy Jar, Capitol Chocolate Fountains;
The Chocolatier’s Palette, Chocotenago,
Confection Connection, Dave’s Candy
Kitchen, HB&M Chocolate, Le Papiyon
Chocolatier, Mike’s Fudge, Salazon Choco-
late Co., Sugar Mama’s Ice Cream and Vir-

ginia Chocolate Co.
Another crowd-pleasing venue is the

Chocolate Challenge, in which both profes-
sional and amateur chefs display their beau-
tiful, whimsical and creative chocolate
cakes, cupcakes and sculptures. It runs Feb.
4, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Feb. 5, from
noon-4 p.m.

But this year, it’s in a new location at
10427 North St., in the former Pacers site

at the corner of North and University. Ad-
mission is $1/adult; children under 18
are free. A designated stroller-parking
area is outside the building. Each entry
is judged in various categories, and visi-
tors may use their admission ticket to
vote for the People’s Choice Award win-
ner. They may also participate in the si-
lent action of challenge entries, plus
items from local businesses.

In addition, cake walks will go on
throughout the weekend in Old Town
Square. They’re among a whole slew of ac-
tivities planned for children, including
puppet shows, cupcake-decorating, music,
magic, juggling and storytelling. (See the
online schedule for the complete list, plus
times and places). And four historic build-
ings – the Fairfax Museum and Visitor Cen-
ter, Legato School, Ford House and
Ratcliffe-Allison-Pozer House – will hold
open houses.

Parking
Free parking is available at these

locations, with handicapped parking
offered at all sites, except for Sager
Avenue:

❖ Bank of America, 10440 Main St. (accessible
from Route 236 and North Street).

❖ City Hall, 10455 Armstrong St. (accessible from
Route 123/Chain Bridge Road and George
Mason Boulevard).

❖ City of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St. (accessible from University Drive and
Old Lee Highway).

❖ East Street parking lot (accessible from
Route 236/Main Street and East Street).

❖ Fairfax County Courthouse Garage B, 4400
Chain Bridge Road (accessible from Page
Avenue).

❖ Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209
Main St.

❖ Fire Station 3, 4081 University Drive.
❖ Old Town Plaza, 3955 Chain Bridge Road

(accessible from Route 123/Chain Bridge Road
and University Drive).

❖ Old Town Village (behind Pacer’s, 10427
North St.) Open at noon Saturday and all day
Sunday; (accessible from University Drive).

❖ Sager Avenue parking lot (accessible from
Sager Avenue and University Drive).

City’s tastiest festival is Feb. 4-5.A Weekend Full of Chocolate Fun

A plate of cupcakes in the 2016 Chocolate Challenge.

John Kim proudly displays his chocolate-drenched
strawberry at last year’s festival.

Charlie Grace is thrilled with her chocolate cone from
Extreme Ice Cream at a past festival.

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/
or call 703-778-9416. The deadline is
the Friday prior to the next paper’s pub-
lication at noon. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

FRIDAY/FEB. 3
Early Release LEGO Workshop 2 - 5

p.m. Sherwood Community Center,
3740 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax.
Ages: 6 - 11. Spend your afternoon
having a great time building and
playing with thousands of specialty
pieces and dozens of mini figures.
Fee: $30/day. Registration Forms are
available in office or online at
www.fairfaxva.gov/parksrec.
parksrec@fairfaxva.gov 703-385-
1695.

SATURDAY/FEB. 4
Bicycle Advocacy Workshop 9:30 -

3 p.m. Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church 8304 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield.

The Fairfax Alliance for Better Bicycling
is a offering an advocacy workshop to
provide you the basic tools and
strategies needed to help make
bicycling better in your community.
Learn how to build a successful
advocacy plan, identify key local
decision makers, and familiarize
yourself with helpful online advocacy
tools. There is no charge for the
workshop, but participants are asked
to pre-register by January 29, 2017.

Make Your Own Valentines Table.
American Cancer Society Crop/Craft:
9-5 p.m.with Fun Vendor Shop: 2-4.
West Springfield High School
Cafeteria (6100 Rolling Road,
Springfield). Vendors: Stella & Dot,
Mary Kay, Pampered Chef, Karinas
Kreations, Tupperware, Stampin’ Up,
LuLaRoe, Thirty-One Gifts, Creative
Memories, Scentsy. All donations go

to American Cancer Society. Call
Leslie Carlin at 703-866-4962 or
email fourcarlins@verizon.net for
info.

THURSDAY/FEB. 9
Art & Lunch event at Old Town

Hall 10:30 - 2:30 p.m. Old Town
Hall, 3999 University Dr, Fairfax. The
Fairfax Art League will be hosting an
Art & Lunch event at Old Town Hall.
Bring lunch and enjoy the company
of other artists. Free and open to the
public. New members welcome.
Please visit the Fairfax Art League on
Facebook or at
www.fairfaxartleague.net or call 703-
587-9481.

Artist Reception 7 - 9 p.m. Village
Gallery, 3950 University Dr, Fairfax.
The Fairfax Art League will be having
a reception at the Village Gallery.
Come enjoy refreshments, meet the
featured artist and be a part of your
local artist community. Free and
open to the public. New members
welcome.

Please visit the Fairfax Art League on
Facebook or at
www.fairfaxartleague.net or call 703-
587-9481.

FRIDAY/FEB. 10
“Three for a Song” - Ragtime

Piano & Vocalists 8 p.m. Old
Town Hall, 3999 University Dr,

Fairfax. The Bonita Lestina Old Town
Hall Performance Series. Founded in
1983 by the late Ray Abell, the
Cathedral Brass performs sacred and
secular works from all eras in support
of the music ministry at Vienna
Presbyterian Church. The group
draws its membership from around
the DC Metro area, and includes
current and former professionals and
members of the Service Bands. The
Cathedral Brass is under the direction
of L. Thomas Vining. 703-385-7858
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts

FRIDAY/SATURDAY/FEB. 10-11
“And Then There Were None.” South

County High School’s performance, 7
p.m. at  South County High School
Auditorium, 8501 Silverbrook Road,
Lorton. For tickets, call Maria
Pangelinan at 619-708-2237.

SATURDAY/FEB. 11
Second Sunday Program - “African

American Schools and
Desegregation” 2 - 4 p.m. Fairfax
Museum and Visitor Center, 10209
Main Street, Fairfax. 703-385-8414.

Champagne and Chocolates 4 - 7
p.m. Gunston Hall Docent
Association 10709 Gunston Road,
Lorton.

The event will feature a historic guided
tour, Hors d’ oeuvres, string quartet,
raffle and live auction. $40 per
person. RSVP by Feb. 4. To RSVP,
send a check payable to GHDA to
Debbie Bullock at 5700 Barbmor
Court, Alexandria, VA 22310.
Questions about the event? Email
Debbie a DBullock@verizon.net.

Beethoven’s Triple 8 p.m. GMU
Center for the Arts Concert Hall 4373
Mason Pond Dr, Fairfax. 2017 marks
the beginning of our 60th
Anniversary Celebration. The FSO
rings in the new year by featuring the
extraordinarily talented trio:

National Symphony Concertmaster
Nurit Bar-Josef; renowned cellist
Amit Peled; and FSO audience
favorite Alon Goldstein, who
performed Beethoven’s “Emperor”
concerto with the orchestra last
season.

SUNDAY/FEB. 12
Table Top N Gauge Model Train

Event at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum 1- 4 p.m. The Museum is
located at 11200 Fairfax Station
Road in Fairfax Station. Museum
members and children 4 and under,
free; ages 5-15, $2; ages 16 and
older, $4. www.fairfax-station.org,
703-425-9225. www.facebook.com/
FFXSRR, Twitter@FFXSTNRR.

Song-catcher Cecil Sharp in
Virginia 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North Street, Fairfax. A multi-media
presentation about the original
“Song-catcher,” English folk song
collector, Cecil Sharp, and his
discoveries in the hinterlands of
Virginia in the early 20th century.
Cost: Free. Information & Directions:
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library or
703-293-6227 x6

MONDAY/FEB. 13
Funday Monday Storytime &

Crafts 10:30 a.m. – Every Monday –
Old Town Hall, 3999 University Dr,
Fairfax. There will be music,
movement, story telling,
performances, crafts, and more! It is
open to children of all ages, however
especially for those who haven’t yet
started school. Programs are free and
open to the public, donations are
gratefully appreciated.

There is ample free parking in the
downtown area, and stroller access at
the rear of Old Town Hall on Main
St. 703-385-7858
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts

The 13th Film Screening with Hans Charles will take
place at the Johnson Center Cinema at George Mason
University. The screening takes place from 4:30 - 7 p.m.
the cinema is located at 4400 Univ Dr. Fairfax. Cost: free.
cfuchs@gmu.edu 703-993-2768 http://fams.gmu.edu/
events/6437

Calendar
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

T
his year, Fairfax County Public
Schools experienced one of the
smallest annual enrollment in
creases in nearly a decade:

1,368 students, compared to the average
of 2,400 since the 2008-09 school year,
bringing the total to 187,202.

By far the lowest was a growth of only
223 in the 2015-16 school year.

Interim FCPS Superintendent Dr. Steven
Lockard attributed the slowed growth to
decreases in those entering kindergarten
cohorts and net migration. The five-year
forecast of enrollment growth, he said in
an introduction to the latest Capital Im-
provement Program information document,
has FCPS reaching 190,600 students by the
2021-22 school year.

“These new trends of growth are incon-
sistent across the county and continue to
present a facilities capacity challenge,”
Lockard said. “The school system struggles
to provide sufficient capacity in our
schools. Despite the planned additional
capacity intended to address projected
needs, uneven membership growth
throughout the county will necessitate the
continuation of small- and large-scale
boundary adjustments to take advantage
of available capacity whenever it is practi-
cable to do so.”

The FCPS School Board unanimously ap-
proved a new Capital Improvement Pro-
gram covering FY2018-2022 at the business
meeting Jan. 26. The five-year program is
updated annually with enrollment projec-
tions and capacity calculations, and lays out
plans for new construction, renovations and
other capacity-increasing work to accom-
modate the growing student body.

“It has evolved over the past several years
and become very responsive to input from
the school board and from the community,”
said Mount Vernon District representative
to the board Karen Corbett Sanders. “It’s a
great tool for identifying both the opportu-
nities to better serve our students through
facilities but also to set a framework on
when we need to start talking about how
to best provide capacity and programming
at each of our schools.”

 The capacity enhancements in this lat-
est approved CIP include construction of
new schools, additions to existing schools
and other renovations, with a total price tag
of $824 million.

FCPS said a little less than half of that,
$385 million, will be covered by funds ap-
proved in the 2015 school bond referendum
and previous referenda, and the remaining
$439 million is currently unfunded.

Some of the projects already funded by
that first figure include a new elementary
school in the Route 1 area and additions to
South Lakes High School in Reston.

Unfunded projects in the program include
a new elementary school in northwest
Fairfax County, another in the Fairfax-
Oakton area, a high school in western
Fairfax County and additions to three other
high schools.

The new high school is intended to bring
down capacity stress in the Centreville,
Chantilly, Herndon, Oakton, South Lakes
and Westfield areas.

Renovations are planned for 32 elemen-
tary schools as part of the CIP, as well as
five middle schools.

Springfield District School Board repre-
sentative Elizabeth Schultz praised the FCPS
facilities staff that produced the CIP, along
with Dalia Palchik of Providence District
who introduced the motion to approve it,
and Corbett Sanders who seconded the
motion.

But Schultz also said there’s room for
improvement with showing their work over
time, looking back in two to three years and
assessing the accuracy of these enrollment
growth projections.

“That’s the space where we still need to
do some work for the overall health of the
division,” Schultz said.

“Everything else after the numbers,
whether it’s desks, books, buses, teachers

— it doesn’t matter if we don’t get those
numbers right,” Schultz continued. “It all
stems from how accurate we are with our
projections.”

Schultz said she looked forward to work-
ing with facilities staff to achieve that ob-
jective and “improve transparency of the
numbers.”

In the next two months, the adopted FCPS
CIP should be incorporated into the Fairfax
County CIP and presented to the county’s
Planning Commission.

More information about the Capital Im-
provement Program (and previous years’
programs) is available online here:
www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/facilities-plan-
ning-future/capital-improvement-program.

Five-year plan includes
three new elementary
schools and one new
high school.

Board Approves 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program

Photos courtesy of Fairfax County Public Schools

The FCPS School Board unanimously approved a new Capital Improvement Program covering FY2018-2022 at
its business meeting Jan. 26. The five-year program is updated annually with enrollment projections and
capacity calculations, and lays out plans for new construction, renovations and other capacity-increasing
work to accommodate the growing student body.

Dalia Palchik of Providence District praised the FCPS
facilities staff that produced the 2018-2022 FCPS
Capital Improvement Program.

Springfield District School Board representative
Elizabeth Schultz said “there is work yet to be done”
when it comes to showing work over time with re-
gards to enrollment growth projections.
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota
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We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY 

POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
Fairfax United Methodist Church Preschool, St. Paul 
Lutheran Preschool, Fairfax Presbyterian Preschool 

and Truro Preschool and Kindergarten admit students 
of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the 
rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 

accorded or made available to students at the school. 
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national and ethnic origin in administration of its 
educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship 

and loan programs, and athletic and other school-
administered programs.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

November 8, 2016
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Lead Agency: Department of Army

Title of Proposed Action: Supplemental Environmental Assessment of
Communications Line Extension, Davison Army Airfield, Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

Affected Jurisdiction: Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Prepared By: Directorate of Public Works, Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Approved By: Colonel Angie K. Holbrook, Commander, Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Abstract: This Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) documents potential impacts to
the physical, biological and human environments associated with the extension of a new under-
ground communications line from the main garrison area of Fort Belvoir to Davison Army Air-
field (DAAF). The proposed ductbank is required to provide enhanced voice and data telecom-
munications connectivity to DAAF from the existing communications network within Fort Bel-
voir. After evaluating communications network needs at DAAF, Fort Belvoir network personnel 
identified a single viable alternative, extending the ductbank along the Poe Road corridor (Pro-
posed Action). This Poe Road Alternative was selected based upon the location and availability 
of existing network infrastructure connection hubs at either end of the alignment and required 
communication system diversity needs. The No Action Alternative was evaluated to provide a 
baseline for evaluating impacts of the Proposed Action. None of the impacts associated with 
the Proposed Action are considered significant. As a result, it is anticipated that preparation of 
an Environmental Impact Statement is not required and a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FNSI) will be published in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

Review Period: Interested parties are invited to review and comment on
the EA and draft FNSI during a 30 day period. Please submit any comments to Commander, 
U.S. Army Garrison Fort Belvoir, Attention: Directorate of Public Works, Building 1442, 9430
Jackson Loop, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-5116 or email your comments to:
usarmy.belvoir.imcom-atlantic.mbx.enrd@mail.mil.

The EA and draft FNSI were available for review on the internet at:
http://www.belvoir.army.mil/environdocssection2.asp. Documents were
also provided for public review at the following libraries for a period of 30 days:

Fairfax County Library
Lorton Branch
9520 Richmond Highway
Lorton, VA 22079-2124

Fairfax County Library
Sherwood Regional Branch
2501 Sherwood Hall Lane
Alexandria, VA 22306-2799

Fairfax County Library
Kingstowne Branch
6500 Landsdowne Centre
Alexandria, VA 22315-5011

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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EmploymentEmployment

Northern Virginia Oral Maxillofacial & 
Implant Surgery, P.C. seeks multiple

f/t Dental Assistants in Fairfax, 
VA to assist in administrative & clinical
duties. Req’s HS diploma, GED or frgn 

equiv +2 yrs dental practice exp & 1
yr exp w/dental implants. 

References required. 
Send resume or CV to

dryaghmai@novaoms.com, ref 16-1387.

Outreach Specialist 
Reqd to develop & direct outreach 

programs designed to communicate 
organization objectives of improving 

greater understanding of Muslim peoples 
& cultures through media. Reqd Bachelor 

of Communications or Intercultural 
Relations + 6 mos exp in outreach. 

Resume to Unity Productions Foundation, 
801 Wayne Ave, Ste 201, Silver Spring, 

MD 20910.

PART TIME RN/LPN
Busy Pediatric Office

Burke, VA
703-503-9100

WE ARE HIRING A HAIR STYLIST
Sana’s Hair is looking for stylist, bring 
your clientele. We are a busy, friendly 
professional salon, 19 years same location.
We offer:
·       Competitive commission & 

retail percentage
·       Flexible days and hours
·       1 week paid vacation
·       401k

Please contact Hermiz (703) 508-8890 or 
Jessy (202) 277-1344.

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409 Hnhhandyman.com

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Bathroom and Kitchen Renovations

Handyman Services
Minor Electrical and Plumbing Services

Drywall Repair
Serving Southern Fairfax County

randy@rclhomerepairs.com
703-922-4190

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

From Page 3

News

formation.”
In the press conference Saturday, Beyer

referenced his Freedom of Religion Act he
introduced in 2016, which stated that no
one would be denied entry to the United
States based on their religion.

“It’s so ironic that President Trump came
out and said that we’re going to give spe-
cial preference to Christians who are refu-
gees because so many of them are being
killed,” Beyer said. “Well I’m a Christian,
but I respect that there are many more
Muslims being killed right now, many more
who are refugees.”

IN A STATEMENT released through her
Twitter account on Jan. 29, U.S. Rep. Bar-
bara Comstock (R-10) said she supports
increased vetting based on national secu-
rity concerns. However, Comstock said she
has consistently asserted: “I don’t believe it
is constitutional to ban people from our
country on the basis of religion.”

“The President’s Executive Order issued
yesterday went beyond the increased
vetting actions that Congress has supported
on a bipartisan basis and inexplicably ap-
plied to green card holders,” Comstock con-
tinued, “people who are legally within our
country who have followed the rules.”

Rallies at Dulles

On her Facebook page Monday, Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors chairman
Sharon Bulova said:

“The Executive Order issued on Friday
is offensive and counter to what defines
this country. We are a nation of immi-
grants committed to religious freedom.
I am committed to keeping Fairfax
County a safe and welcoming place.
When I was sworn in as chairman, I
swore to support the Constitution. I be-
lieve this ban on travel is unconstitu-
tional and I urge the judiciary to con-
tinue to exercise its role in preventing
further damage to our country’s values
and our reputation around the world.”

U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner (D), released
a statement Friday, the same day as the
Executive Order was announced. Warner
is vice chairman of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence:

“The Trump Administration Executive
Order that indefinitely suspends the Syr-
ian refugee program and pauses visas
from Muslim countries runs counter to
our American values. While I have always
been open to a pause on our refugee pro-
gram to ensure appropriate time for in-
telligence and law enforcement experts
to ensure we protect our national secu-
rity, these actions by the President pre-
sume the solution before the review is
complete. It is a policy targeting Mus-
lims that national security experts have
testified would harm, not help, our na-
tional security interests. I join the inter-

Other Local leaders Weigh In
faith community in Virginia and around
the country in objecting to these moves,
and I will work in Congress to block an
effort which trades dubious increases in
U.S. security for certain alienation of
partners with whom we must cooperate
to address terrorism.”

The Most Reverend Michael F.
Burbidge, Bishop of Arlington, released
a statement as well, expressing solidar-
ity with refugees:

“In his statement on the Executive Or-
der halting refugee admissions, Bishop Joe
Vasquez, chair of the Committee of Migra-
tion and Bishop of the Diocese of Austin,
highlighted our nation’s long and proud
tradition of welcoming newcomers and
refugees in a humane manner, even as we
have pursued a strong vetting system to
ensure our safety and security. Together
with Bishop Vasquez and my brother bish-
ops, I encourage Catholics to contact our
elected officials to make our voices heard:
Our communities have been and will con-
tinue to be hospitable to refugees, in keep-
ing with our legacy of welcoming the
stranger. Together, we also pray for com-
prehensive immigration reform and for
peace, safety and harmony within our
nation and throughout the world.”

The full text of the Jan. 27 Executive
Order is available online here:

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-
press-office/2017/01/27/executive-or-
der-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-
entry-united-states.

Left, Simon was at
Dulles airport

Saturday and Sun-
day, as well as

(center) state Sen.
Jennifer Wexton (D-
33), and (right) U.S.
Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11), asking that
some of the more

than 20 lawyers
present be given the
opportunity to meet
with the detainees.

Photo contributed
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