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C
ould there be a registry for Mus-
lims in Fairfax County? Board
of Supervisors chairman
Sharon Bulova and supervisor

Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon) say no.
A week after protests at airports around

the country following an Executive Order
by President Donald Trump that blocked
refugees and travelers from seven largely
Muslim countries from entering the United
States, the topic came up during a ques-
tion-and-answer session at the 30th annual
Mount Vernon town meeting on Feb. 4.

When asked if Fairfax County would be-
gin such a registry, as Trump had discussed
plans to do at a national level prior to his
inauguration, Bulova responded, “I don’t
see Fairfax County doing that.”

Bulova’s answer was met with loud ap-
plause from the mostly full auditorium at
Mount Vernon High School.

“We are a very diverse community,”
Bulova continued, “we celebrate diversity.
People move here from all over the world
— that has been our strength.”

Storck added that embracing diversity “is
the cornerstone for what our community
believes.”

County Executive Ed Long was among the
other speakers, who addressed a looming
budget shortfall for Fairfax County and said
there needs to be more thinking around
“ways that we tax and support govern-
ment.”

Mount Vernon representative to the
Fairfax County Public Schools board Karen
Corbett Sanders discussed FCPS’ commit-
ment to “a holistic approach to education,”
working to close a gap in achievement in
part by partnering more with parents and
guardians of students.

Corbett Sanders also referenced budget

difficulties: She said at the moment the
school system is facing a shortfall for the
FY 2018 budget of between $43 and $65
million, depending on the outcome of deci-
sions being made at the current session of
the Virginia General Assembly.

“It’s a challenging budget year,” she said,
which “feels like our mantra since 2008.”

Corbett Sanders said FCPS is struggling
to keep up with an increase in population
as well as costs associated with keeping
teacher salaries competitive with surround-
ing jurisdictions.

“It’s too easy to go to Alexandria and Ar-

lington,” she said, “or relocate to Prince
William.”

While last year there was more of a con-
tentious tone between School Board mem-
bers and supervisors over the budget,
Corbett Sanders praised the “funding part-
ners at the county level,” who “continue to
be generous.”

Instead, she encouraged constituents to
weigh in with their state and federal politi-
cians, who she said have fallen behind on
their obligations to fully fund Fairfax
County.

In other parts of Virginia, Corbett Sand-
ers said, funding from the state and local
government is each about 45 percent of
operating budgets, with 10 percent from
federal funding.

In Fairfax County, she said, they must re-
ceive 72 percent of budget funding from the
county due to being underfunded relative
to the rest of the Commonwealth from Rich-
mond and Washington, D.C.

Storck continued the tradition of former
Supervisor Gerry Hyland (D) of giving a
“virtual tour” of current and upcoming
changes to the district.

But rather than Hyland’s virtual bus,
Storck donned a white aviator’s scarf and
announced a three-dimensional flying tour.

Storck began the tour at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, elevation and
topography rapidly zooming in and out be-
hind him.

At several spots along Richmond High-
way, the 3D projection showed locations of

Bulova and Storck
dismiss creating
Muslim registry.

Storck’s Town Meeting Features 3D Flying Tour

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

W
est Springfield District
Police Commander
Cpt. Gervais T. Reed

said when police officers leave the
profession, some are in good
shape, others are bitter. In the
course of carrying out their duty
to protect and serve citizens, of-
ficers can be cursed at, assaulted
and have projectiles hurled at
them, he said.

That kind of backlash can wear
a person down and stress them
out, even make them feel victim-
ized, Reed said. “But we have to
forgive,” he continued, “not take
those things personally, to the ex-

tent that we can. We’ve got to be
professional.”

Heightened professionalism and
forgiveness in law enforcement
were part of the message delivered
by Eric Broyles to a room full of
Fairfax County police command-
ers, leaders from the Sheriff’s Of-
fice and several other civilian lead-
ers on Feb. 2.

Broyles is a Washington, D.C.-
based attorney and co-author of
the book “Encounters with Police:
A Black Man’s Guide to Survival.”
He said he wrote the book for a
group of young men he was
mentoring, preaching the concept
of “comply now, contest later” in
the event of a traffic stop or other
interaction with police.

But speaking to the other side
of that interaction, Broyles said he
wanted to remind officers they
“have a higher burden” when it
comes to meeting with citizens.
“They’re the professionals,” he
said. “They have to raise the stan-
dard. It’s socially unacceptable to
have officers operate with racial
innuendo.”

Reed said he had already read
Broyles’ book, and that him com-
ing to address the police com-
manders was a noble task. The
author’s statements about profes-
sionalism and forgiveness, Reed
said, made the most impact, and
are things he intends to take back
to his station and share with his
first line supervisor and other of-
ficers.

The commanders were receiving
diversity training as part of a
monthly meeting normally off-lim-

of policing,” Roessler said, “this is
about ethical leadership through
engaging with the community.”

To go above the requirement the
day’s training included three
speakers, of which Broyles was
third.

First was Geneviève Fine, board
member of the Fairfax County
Domestic Violence Prevention
Policy and Coordinating Council.
Though members of the media
weren’t able to see any of her pre

Speakers at the 30th annual Mount Vernon town meeting included
Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon), Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Sharon Bulova, U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8), County Executive Ed
Long, representative from Ft. Belvoir Garrison Commander Col.
Holbrooke and Mount Vernon FCPS School Board member Karen Corbett
Sanders.
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Inside Police Diversity Training for Fairfax County
Commanders hear about openness,
forgiveness, and professionalism.

its to the public and media.
On this occasion, however, Chief

of Police Edwin Roessler wanted
to include eyes from the outside
as he continues to “re-engineer”
the force in terms of communica-
tion, transparency and account-
ability.

Roessler said diversity training
is required by the Commonwealth
of Virginia to be administered ev-
ery two years, but at the bare mini-
mum that involves a mere com-
puter course.

“We have to change the culture
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News

By Shirley Ruhe

The Gazette

L
avonne Williams and Michael
Diffley sit sharing an afternoon
cup of coffee remembering their
journey. They recall the day they

met in 2007. Williams said, “I was a home-
less ex-offender, staying at the day shelter
on Henry Street and sleeping on the streets
at night. Mike pulled up in a truck and asked
if anybody wanted to help him transfer mat-
tresses donated from hotels to the furniture
bank at ALIVE!.”

Diffley added, “Like many other days I
would look for the older black guys in their
50s because I knew they had been through
a lot of stuff and I liked to listen to their
stories. My comment to him was he won’t
be on the streets. His comment to me was
he will come and help me move furniture.”

Though they didn’t realize it at the time,
at that moment a bargain was struck.

Williams said, “Mike gave me a jump start
on being able to find work.” Diffley said,
“You can roll the dice 40 times and the law
of probability says you get snake eyes; you
get a job. But an ex-offender rolls the dice
40 times and gets rejection and quits. They
need people to take them on one-on-one,
to roll up their sleeves.” He points to Will-
iams and back to himself. “This works,” he
said.

At the time Williams also panhandled in
front of St. Joseph Catholic Church where
Diffley is a parishioner. Many people that
he calls his “regulars” were giving Williams
money and when they asked him what do
you want, he would say, “I want work.”

Diffley said, “I got to know him better. I
made it a point to talk to him. So many
people pass by and don’t even give the time
of day to the homeless. Lavonne has a great
personality.” At the time Williams had some
medical problems; he was a heavy smoker.

Williams added, “They stuck a little cord
in my vein to scrape the extra plaque out.”

Williams said when he met Diffley he had
gotten “real tired” of living on the street.
He slept in used car lots and went to busi-
nesses on King Street where trucks were
unloading at 5 a.m. to earn $20 just to get
something to eat. He said it took him “a
while to get the concept of his situation in
its entirety. I was trying to live on both sides
of the street at the same time. I have taken
Mike through a couple of headaches and
he hasn’t given up on me.”

Diffley explains that Williams was on pro-
bation and still smoking marijuana. “He
thought he could beat the charge. That re-
ally hurt and he knew it. We had the walk
around the block talk.” Diffley said Williams
was close to going back to jail and me say-
ing to myself ‘it’s too hard for me to do any-
more.’ But I still remember it. I said, ‘do
you want to come over to my side of the
street or not.’ He said, ‘I’m ready, Mike.’”

Diffley added,
“To do what Wil-
liams did, that’s
not easy to do.
All your friends
are over there on
that side of the
street, your so-
cial network,
your drug sup-
ply.”

Williams said,
“There are a lot
of people who
say they want to
do something
but to put their
foot in it is an en-
tirely different
perspective. You
would rather
stay where you
are and beef than
to look for
work.” He thinks
of Jamison who
first got him in-
volved in panhandling. “He is a perfect ex-
ample. Jamison has been panhandling for
years. He says he can make more money
than working for anybody.” But sometime
Jamison will get tired and want to get off
the street and sleep on the couch and con-
nect with Diffley.

Williams had been released from Lorton
Prison in 1997 and told not to have a D.C.
address anymore so he woke up in the D.C.
jail and walked to the Potomac Avenue
Metro, got on the train and came to Alex-
andria. He said it’s the biggest letdown be-
cause there are expectations that the gov-

Program and “this
was the first time I
had interacted with
folks on the other
side of the street.”
He came back to
D.C. for his last
tour and looked for
some way to get in-
volved again. Since
he had graduated
from West Point,
had two degrees
from MIT and a
Master of Business
he decided he had
the credentials to
teach so got a posi-
tion in the inner
city. “The more I
did, the more I got

hooked on social justice.” As the 12 years
of teaching went by, he fell in love with the
youths who were trying so hard, sometimes
without any parents. He became much more
progressive. “I used to be a Republican.”
Now he wants to do the things that society
is obligated to do.

Williams says he has a lot of blessings. “I
have a program for low-income mothers.”
They help him sort food for ALIVE! in ex-
change for community service hours. He has
recommended several homeless for employ-
ment and he loads up boxes of food that a
police officer delivers to homeless on the
street. “Lavonne has become quite a phi-

l a n t h r o p i s t , ”
Diffley said.

With the help of
Diffley, Williams
has started his own
business, Alexan-
dria Labor co-op,

labor source for yard work, moving furni-
ture, heavy cleaning inside and out, and
other times when you need a helping hand
on a project. Diffley said, “Williams is a hard
worker. He once walked from D.C. to the
ALIVE! Warehouse to meet his regular Sat-
urday morning obligation. We worked to get
him incorporated and so he got some fo-
cus.”

Williams said, “You have to reset your
mind from being a panhandler.” He cur-
rently has regular clients and six employ-
ees. His goal for the future is to have a 50
percent self-sufficient business, with ve-
hicles, tools, uniforms and an active pay-
roll. He said when he upgraded from sleep-
ing in used car lots to a couch, “I never un-
derstood what this upgrade could mean.”
Now he wants more.

Diffley helps subsidize his current room.
”I’m in a room now with a private bath.”
He says he is on a ladder now that will con-
tinue to go up. “Mike and I have gotten so
close. Going down is not in the equation.”

30 days. The first two weeks people are glad
to see you. Then it’s ‘what do you do all
day? When I leave, you’re here; when I
come home, you’re here.’” He was married
at the time so had some family support. He
lived with his wife and her family. But as
time went by he wasn’t comfortable with
her family’s illegal activities “so I took her
and moved to New Jersey.” Williams got a
job “with a pretty good company” repair-
ing computers, a skill he had learned in
prison. His job performance was so satis-
factory they wanted to hire him perma-
nently. It was when he had to fill out an
application that they discovered his prison
background and
decided he
“wasn’t clean
enough. So they
let me go.”

Williams had
been at Lorton for
11 years. “When I went in I knew what I
did was wrong but it was based on a ven-
detta for my sister.” He explains someone
gave his sister a “hot shot,” a dose of heroin
and cocaine at the same time. Now her mind
fluctuates from 12-years-old to her current
53 years “and me and my dad are the only
ones she recognizes off the top.” He says
he went after the guy who did it.

He said being in jail was close to life on
the street. At Lorton, except driving, he says
they did everything they did on the outside,
like hustling and selling drugs. “We had
carry-out soul food, some dormitories had
parties.” He says the slightest thing was
magnified in jail, “like if you said the wrong
thing about somebody’s visiting wife.”

And there weren’t many fistfights. “If
you’re coming at me, you’re coming at me
to kill me.” Diffley’s personal journey that
led him to the street where he met Will-
iams began when he was a colonel in the
Army stationed in New Orleans in the early
’90s. He was involved in the Little Brother

The Journey to the Other Side of the Street
Success occurs
one-on-one.

Lavonne Williams points out he has
taken Diffley through a couple of
headaches but “he hasn’t given up
on me. We’ve gotten real close.”

Michael Diffley, a former colonel in
the Army and later a high school
teacher in D.C., says ex-offenders
and homeless need people to take
them on one-on-one if they are
going to make it.

Part III
Concluding a three-

part series focusing on
prisoner reentry in
Northern Virginia.

Lavonne
Williams,
formerly an
ex-offender
and homeless,
remembers
the day he met
Michael
Diffley. They
began a jour-
ney together,
sometimes up
and down,

that has led Williams from the
streets to a room and his own
business, Alexandria Labor Co-Op.

ernment has programs to help you. “Back
in the day when you went to the unemploy-
ment office they had a Rolodex that they
would get out and talk to employers about
ex-offenders. There was a tax credit for em-
ployers who hired an ex-offender. But,” he
added, “if you don’t do one-on-one, send-
ing us out is useless.”

Diffley says there are programs to help
write resumes but do they take someone to
find a job? “No, they are too busy writing
resumes and with their computers.”

Williams says when you get out, “you got
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“Mike gave me a jump start
on being able to find work.”

— Lavonne Williams

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Alex/Old Town 
Village $875,000
305 South Fayette Street 
Spacious townhouse in 
courtyard setting with 
attached 2 car garage! 3 
bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half 
baths, 4 finished levels. 
Desirable open floor plan, 
hardwood floors through-
out, gas fireplace, Master 
suite with cathedral ceiling. 
Blocks to King St. Metro 
shops and restaurants!

Christine Garner    
703.587.4855

Alex/Old Town
$950,000

207 Gibbon Street Unique 
opportunity in the SE quadrant 
1 block from the riverfront! 4 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 4 levels. 
Circa 1820 expanded brick 
residence with 3 fireplaces, 
custom built-ins, original 
hardwood floors, spacious 
yard, outbuilding with electric 
and alley access. 

Christine Garner    
703.587.4855

Alexandria $749,990
6128 Bayliss Place Country Club living w/o the cost!  Close 
in Alex brick Colonial with 5 beds,3.5 baths, gourmet kitchen 
& sunroom overlooking secluded pool and deck.  Perfect for 
entertaining and indoor/outdoor living.  2 car garage.  Located 
on a quiet cul-de-sac. No HOA dues!  

Rick Lane, Esq.  703.626.6691

Alex/Old Town
$1,600,000

606 Queen Street  
Elegant income 
producing residence in 
the heart of Old Town.
3 units totaling 5 
bedrooms and 4.5 
baths. Main 3 story 
residence with 3 
bedrooms and 2.5 
baths is currently owner 
occupied. Meticulously 
maintained with high 
end finishes throughout.

Christine Garner    
703.587.4855

Alexandria $515,000
2211 Wittington Blvd. JUST LISTED !  6 BR, 2 BA Raised 
Rambler just refinished, large carport, & new HVAC, roof, & 
deck. Stratford Landing in Mt Vernon area

Mike Downie  703.780.2727

Alexandria/Rosemont
Charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath brick 
townhouse with 3 finished levels just 
a  block from the King St. Metro backing 
to the Hoof’s Run Park. Kitchen with 
granite and SS with access to a screened 
in porch. Finished walk-out lower level 
with full bath. Beautiful fenced yard 
with stone patio and alley access. Well 
maintained with Pella replacement 
windows and exterior doors, newer roof, 
heating/ CAC, refinished hardwood floors 
and so much more! 

Christine Garner 
703.587.4855

Alexandria/Rosemont 
304 West Alexandria Avenue Beautiful spacious home 
with custom 2 story addition! 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath Cape Cod 
with 3 finished levels and an attached 1 car garage. Wood 
burning fireplace, custom built-ins, refinished hardwood 
floors. Fenced yard with patio and large custom deck.

Christine Garner    703.587.4855

Alexandria $1,125,000
705 Grand View Dr.  4 bedroom, 3.5 bath, 3 fireplaces, 
screened in porch, fenced, flat backyard, close to the “Pit” 

Melissa Schultz – 703.407.5847
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq – 703.772-.3526

Alexandria $1,700,000
409 E Alexandria Ave Custom architect-designed home on 
9,000 square foot lot just blocks to Braddock Metro. This unique 
property features a welcoming wrap around porch and detached 
two car garage, gourmet kitchen, spacious living room with a 
two-sided gas fireplace and a large office. The light-filled upper 
level features four bedrooms, laundry and two full baths. The 
spacious lower level includes a guest suite, gym and family room 
that walks out to a custom sunken stone patio. Screened porch, 
patio with outdoor fireplace and beautifully landscaped yard 
make this home perfect for entertaining.
  Bobi Bomar and Ellen Patrick 703-927-2213

COMING SOON

Alex/Old Town
$795,000

822 S. Royal St. Spacious 
and sunny town home near 
the river on South Royal Street 
w/3 BRS, 2 Baths.  Fireplace, 
Handsome wood floors, 
large rear patio & charming 
front garden.   Easy diagonal 
parking. 
Diann Hicks Carlson 

703.628.2440

Alexandria
$594,900

7 Herbert Street Spacious 
Del Ray townhome, just blocks 
to shops and restaurants 
on Del Ray’s vibrant Mount 
Vernon Avenue! Three level 
townhome with 3 BRs and 2.5 
BAs, updated eat-in kitchen, 
gas fireplace, hardwood floors, 
deck for outdoor entertaining, 
large master suite with vaulted 
ceilings and one car garage 
and driveway for convenient 
off-street parking.  

 Bobi Bomar and Ellen 
Patrick 703.927.2213

Open Sunday 2-4pm

Beverly Hills

NEW LISTING

Open Sunday 1-4pm

NEW LISTING

JUST LISTED!

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

Open Sunday 1-4pm

Del Ray

Open Sunday 2-4pm

COMING SOON

Del Ray
$874,000

206 E. Braddock 
Rd. Large Cape 
Cod 2 blocks to 
Metro.  Looks can 
be deceiving—this 
spacious cape 
has 2500 Sq. ft. 
over 3 finished 
levels with 5 BRs 
& 2.5 baths, large 

LR w/FP, rec room w/projection TV, and updated kitchen with 
stainless appliances and granite counters.  Other bonuses include 
new windows, waterproofed basement, whole house generator, 
hardwood floos and large patio.

Mary Hurlbut & Michael Seith 703.980.9595

Open Sunday 2-4pm
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“Simply sophisticated Greek, Italian & American Cuisine”

Join Us To Celebrate

VALENTINE’S DAY
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

DINNER  4:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

Reservations Preferred

571-312-6690
7601 Fordson Rd

Alexandria, VA 22306

Visit 
www.mammaskitchenva.com

or see us on Facebook

For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex/Riverside Estates    $639,900
8522 Wagon wheel Road

Absolute gorgeous 4BR, 3BA expanded &
updated Split on large beautiful lot w/fenced
backyard.  Two 16x14 ft. additions, Office off the
MBR & Sun rm off the Living rm.  Updates
include:  roof, HWH, HVAC, baths, kit (floor, cabi-
nets, appliances & counters) –Freshly painted
interior & exterior.  Approximately 3200 fin sq ft
plus 2 car garage w/new driveway.  5 mins to Ft.

Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town, 28 mins to Ntl Airport, 33 mins to Pentagon.  Agents – this property is
listed & offers a 3% C. S. Will activated in MRIS early Feb but can be shown earlier thru appt w/Rex.
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Alex/Riverside Estates
$459,900

8418 Wagon wheel Road
Charming 2-story Colonial, 4BR, 2 1/2
Baths  with 1-car garage in lovely
Riverside Estates.  Attractively priced
so you can update and add designer
touches.  2 Wood-burning fireplaces.
Corner lot.  Great location, close to Ft.
Belvoir and GW Parkway for scenic
commuting to D.C.

Alex/Wessynton $679,900
3301 Wessynton Way

Beautiful Contemporary Home on
one of Wessnyton’s premiere wooded
lots, backing to over 10 acres of
pristine forest, teeming w/wildlife &
spectacular views.  Large kit
w/breakfast area, separate dining rm,
beautiful hdwd flrs. Liv & Din rms
w/fireplace, wall of windows brings

outdoors inside - Garage & Deck -Community boat ramp, swimming pool, &
walking trails. Minutes to Old Town (N) and Ft. Belvoir (S).

Alex/Riverside Estates $614,900
8324 Blowing Rock Road

Beautiful and meticulously main-
tained 3 level Colonial on a quiet
and private cul-de-sac.  Numerous
updated include:  roof, furnace, A.C,
HWH, windows and refinished hdwd
floors.  Also kitchen and baths.
Spacious 1 car garage w/double
width driveway.  Lovely 3 season sun

room overlooks a spectacular backyard and deck.  Lower level offers a
huge recreation room, utility room, and storage room.  This is a Gem!!!

Alex/Sequoyah $157,900
3879 El Camino Place

Lovely, well maintained, 2 bedroom & 1 bath,
w/open floor plan-Large living room w/raised
fireplace & sliding glass doors to front patio.
Spacious kitchen w/large pantry, opens up to
living room-New carpeting installed & new
bathroom vanity. Master BR has large walk-in
closet – Both bedrooms have sliding glass doors
that open to rear patio-Rear & front patios are
fenced w/gates for your convenient access.
Close to Ft. Belvoir, Old Town Alexandria.
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Alex/Potomac Valley $624,900
8815 Vernon View Drive

KNOCK DOWN GORGEOUS
RENOVATION – Turning a lovely 3BR,
1.5BA Duckling into a beautiful 5BR,
3BA Swan!!  New:  Roof, Gutters,
Windows, 3Baths, Kitchen, Flooring,
Paint etc. etc...  Kitchen gutted,
expanded & open to Living & Dining
rooms.  Beautiful Travertine flooring in

Kitchen & Baths – Lovely 255 sq ft screened porch overlooks a beautiful, large,
fenced bkyd.  Two minutes to GW Pkwy, 10 mins to Alex – This is a 10!!!
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Alex/Mt. Vernon Forest
$639,900

9112 Congressional Court
Lovely, large Colonial w/3 finished levels
located on a quiet & private cul-de-sac.
Major updates include:  roof, windows,
HVAC system plus HWH.  Upgraded
kitchen w/hdwd floor, SS appliances,
cherry cabinets & granite counters.
Beautiful hdwd floors on main & upper
levels, 2 FPLs (1 wood & 1gas) & large

deck overlooking a beautiful backyard.  5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 25
to Reagan Ntl Airport & 30 to the Pentagon.
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From Page 1

News

From Page 1

sentation, Fine said afterward that she spoke to the
commanders about Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender issues, educating them about terminol-
ogy, how to best approach a situation involving some-
one from the LGBT community and ideas for avoid-
ing escalating a potentially violent situation.

Fine said there is some fear among LGBT individu-
als, especially in young people, of being outed to
their parents through an interaction with police.

“You have to be careful how you take care of that
case,” Fine said.

During a question-and-answer period, Fine said
officers asked her about the always controversial is-
sue of transgender people using bathrooms of the
sex with which they identify.

“If they’re called to a bathroom,” Fine said, “it’s
likely there’s something else going on,” and not
transgender people causing the problem. Most just
want to get in and get out as quickly as possible, she
said.

new developments and Bus Rapid Transit stations:
plans to increase density along the highway and en-
act the multi-modal transportation initiative Embark.

For BRT, Storck said, “the key is public funding.
The process is going on right now,” with a Compre-
hensive Plan review.

“2017 is the year,” for pushing forward with more
of these transportation improvements, the supervi-
sor said. “We need your involvement.”

While airborne, Storck called up a sound effect of
a jet aircraft engine. Somewhat playfully, he asked
what that noise was.

“It’s a sound we’ve been hearing too often,” Storck
said, referencing the controversial changed flight
patterns for planes around Washington Reagan Na-

tional Airport that have angered Mount Vernon resi-
dents with homes near the new routes.

“It’s been highly annoying to us,” said Storck, who
added that the most problematic have been depart-
ing flights, and that it is a Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration issue.

Storck said he has heard most about the shuttered
Quality Inn & Suites off Richmond Highway, which
burned in April 2015 and has had little done to it
since the flames were extinguished.

“It’s a public nuisance now,” Storck said, but fol-
lowed by saying he learned the owner planned to
apply for demolition permits this week. “I will be
expediting that,” he added.

The town meeting was streamed live, and is avail-
able to watch via Storck’s Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/SupervisorDanStorck.

Storck Provides Flying Tour

A Look Inside Police Diversity Training
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass
(en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am
(with Sign Language
Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word); 10:30 am;
12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Monday-
Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
(Rosary at 8:30 am)

En Español:
Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;
First Friday, 7:30 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

People

Showing Support
Rising Hope Mission Church sent a delegation to Richmond on Feb. 2 to meet with
state Sen. Scott Surovell and Del. Paul Krizek in support of bills that uphold the
teachings of Christ to care for those in need. Primarily the delegation supports the
Governor’s budget proposals to expand mental health and substance services in
Virginia; the need to expand its health care programs for low-income Virginians;
restoring driver’s licenses to those who are truly destitute without paying fines and
fees and utilize other means such as community service; opposing the effort to
reduce TANF (welfare) benefits to 12 months; and strengthening enforcement of
wage theft by employers.
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Scholar To Address Scouts
C

.R. Gibbs will be the fea-
tured speaker for Boy
Scout Troop 1906 Black

History Month Program, Satur-
day, Feb. 25,, from 9-11 a,.m. at
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 7836
Fordson Road, in its multi-pur-
pose room. Gibbs’ topic will be
“Let Your Motto Be Resistance, Great Slave Revolts.”

Gibbs is the author/co-author of six books and a
frequent national and international lecturer on an
array of historical topics. He has appeared several
times on the History Channel, French and Belgian
television, and he wrote, researched, and narrated
“Sketches In Color,” a 13-part companion series to
the acclaimed PBS series, “The Civil War” for WHUT-
TV, the Howard University television station.

The Smithsonian Institution’s Anacostia Museum
features Gibbs among its scholars at the museum’s
Online Academy website. He is also a D.C. Humani-
ties Council scholar. In 1989, he founded the Afri-
can History & Culture Lecture Series whose scholars
continue to provide free presentations at libraries,
churches, and other locations in the Washington-
Baltimore area. In 1997, he led 26 people across the

African continent. He won the 2008 Award for Ex-
cellence in Historic Preservation in Public Education,
given annually by the mayor of the District of Co-
lumbia.

In 2009, the Congressional Black Caucus Veterans
Braintrust honored Gibbs for his more than three
decades of articles, exhibits, and presentations on
the military heritage of African and African Ameri-
cans. In 2011, he provided historical commentary
for WUSA-TV, Channel 9’s coverage of the dedica-
tion of the King Memorial. In February 2013, he also
appeared in the PBS documentary, “Meet Me At
Equality” on the 1963 March on Washington. That
same year, he also spoke at the annual observance of
International Emancipation Day in Toronto, Canada.

In 2014, Gibbs was a featured speaker at the Na-
tional Civil War Project, a joint event sponsored by
Arena Stage & George Washington University. Also
last year, he was chosen one the 50 most influential
people in the city by the Washington Informer news-
paper.

Gibbs is a frequent contributor to the Port of
Harlem online magazine, www.portofharlem.net.

He resides in Washington, D.C. with his wife, Betty
Gibbs.

Qualifying Scores
Grayson Wheeler competed among the nation’s top high
school marksmen in the 2017 U.S. Army National Junior
Air Rifle Championship held in Ft. Benning, Georgia on
Jan. 28-29. Grayson, a senior at West Potomac High
School, scored 575/600 points in a 60-shot standing
competition on Saturday, and 585/600 on Sunday, which
qualified for the final round. She finished 13th out of 68
in the overall competition.  Grayson has also qualified to
compete in this year’s USA Shooting National Junior
Olympic Championships held in April in the Olympic
Training Center in Colorado Springs for both Smallbore
and Precision Air Rifle. Her qualifying scores earned
second place for Smallbore and third for Women’s Air in
the state of Virginia.
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com.

Brooke Barwick, of Alexandria, has
been named to the dean’s list for the fall
2016 semester at Champlain College
(Burlington, Vt.).

Kiran Easterbrook, of Alexandria,
has earned a place on the dean’s list at
Dean College (Franklin, Mass.).

Victoria Catalina Voellm, of Al-
exandria, a junior at Randolph-Macon
Academy (Front Royal, Va.), received
the girls’ varsity tennis Most Valuable
Player Award.

Jarrod Denham, from Alexandria,
made the dean’s list at Bridgewater Col-
lege (Bridgewater, Va.).

Adella Francis, of Alexandria, was
named to the trustee’s list at Champlain
College (Burlington, Vt.).

Luanne Gutherie  and Lynne
Houde , of Alexandria, have been

named to the president’s list in the fall
2016 semester at Champlain College
(Burlington, Vt.).

John Quizon, of Alexandria, was
named to the fall 2016 honor roll list at
Spokane Falls Community College (Spo-
kane, Wash.).

Benjamin Seth Myers, of Alex-
andria, graduated from Clemson
University (Clemson, S.C.) with a Bach-
elor of Arts in psychology.

Eugenia Miller, of Alexandria, has
been named to the dean’s list for the fall
2016 semester at the University of the
Cumberlands (Williamsburg, Ky.)

Perry Conner, of Alexandria, was
awarded dean’s list honors for the fall
2016 semester at St. Mary’s College of
Maryland (St. Mary’s City, Md.).

Timothy Williams, of Alexandria,
named to the president’s list for the fall
2016 semester at James Madison Uni-
versity (Harrisonburg, Va.).

School Notes
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#1 Real Estate Brand Online* | Unmatched Property Exposure on 725+ Websites | 110-Year Legacy

CB Alexandria 
Proudly Welcomes

Jo Beasley
Kelly Brocki
Mary Bryant

Tynnishua Fowler
Joyce Jones

Barbara Monahan
Gabrielle Pitz

To Our 
Old Town Team!

Alexandria 310 King St. | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

*comScore, Jan.-Dec. 2015. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be 
accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2016 Coldwell Banker 
Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Previews 
International and the Previews logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 10713MA_A6/16

Proud Gold Sponsor of GW Birthnight Ball and Participant in the GW Annual Birthday Parade!

Harbor View
10821 Greene Drive, Lorton VA Seller Says Bring Offers! Best value on 
the Occoquan River, Navigable waterfront. Timeless architectural detail, 
pano views & well designed flrpln. Boat membership conveys. 4B 3.5B 
$834,900 Susan Gray Chambers (703) 203-9900  http://bit.ly/2e9qgaU

Hallowing Point River Estates
5909 River Drive, Lorton VA Bring Offer!! Waterfront just updated w/ 
enhancements throughout! Come for the views stay for the resort 
lifestyle. Luxurious 7600 sf Potomac River Pano views, 5B 4.5BT, Private 
$1,915,000 Susan Gray Chambers (703) 203-9900  http://bit.ly/2dyejgg

Open Sunday 1-4pm
Old Town
122 Cameron Mews, 
Alexandria VA This beautiful 
brick federal features 
hardwoods throughout, with 
chair rails and moldings. 
Lovely secluded patio off 
English basement and 
kitchen. $1,149,000 Ellis 
Duncan (703) 307-4295   
http://bit.ly/2iaAjP3

Open Sunday 1-4pm  Dalecrest
124 N. Grayson Street, Alexandria VA Spacious renovated 4 bedroom 
2.5 bathroom all brick cottage. This home features an added family 
room, breakfast bar, hardwoods throughout and a fully finished 
basement $545,000 Ellis Duncan (703) 307-4295   http://bit.ly/2iCtB0K

NEW LISTING!
Port Royal
801 North Pitt Street # 
407, Alexandria VA Nicely 
renovated studio with balcony!  
Refrigerator w/ IM, disp, gas 
stove, DW. Eat-in kit. Faces 
east, scenic view.  All utilities 
included. 1 pet allowed.  1 on-
site unassigned parking.  Front 
desk, on-site Mgr. Owned by 
Realtor. Call Marie @ 703-929-
1002 $183,000
Marie Meyer (703) 929-1002  
http://bit.ly/2kxDcKl

Beacon Hill
6633 Haycock Road, Falls Church VA Remodeled cape cod on 
over 1/2 acre wooded lot-over 2300 sq ft finished -mclean school 
pyramid-less than 1/2 mile to west falls church metro.  $749,000 
Steve Deleyiannis (703) 966-6062  http://bit.ly/2fk5tyR

Hallowing Point River Estates
5929 River Drive, Lorton VA Waterfront! Rustic Contemporary! 4B/3B, One Lvl 
living, exposed brick & wood beams, aged heart pine ceilings.  built on .86-acre
lot with panoramic waterfront views reaching for miles. Private dock with electric 
boat lift. $1,175,000 Susan Gray Chambers (703) 203-9900   http://bit.ly/2iXu0z3

Open Sunday 1-4pm
Nethergate 
1108 Michigan 
Court, Alexandria VA 
Location is perfect 
for the DC, Pentagon 
commuter. large end-
unit townhome. Eat-in 
kitchen w/ fireplace and 
pantry area/wine area. 
Nice quiet patio! Bonus 
room in basement with 
full bath! $629,000 Ellis 
Duncan (703) 307-4295   
http://bit.ly/2idxiso

UPGRADES! UPGRADES!
Nethergate in Old Town 
1223 Michigan Court, Alexandria 
VA All brick 3 BR, 2.5 baths 
townhouse with wood floors, 
crown molding, and HUGE English 
Basement Kitchen with Quartz 
Counter, new appliances and 
fixtures opens to the enclosed 
patio for outdoor dining.  Parking 
front and back! East exposure for 
morning sun! Close to metro bus 
to DC, and Dash bus.  Shops, 
grocery stores, Starbucks, dry 
cleaners all close by. $628,000 
Marie Meyer (703) 929-1002
http://bit.ly/2fLQIYZ

NEW LISTING  Virginia Village
1138 Portner Rd, Alexandria VA This truly has it all! 2 or 3 BR & 2 full BA Renovated top to bottom in 2015, including kit, BA, new 
windows, HVAC. End row house w/ a charming front porch, which everybody is looking for. Walkout from the kit to a beautifully 
landscaped slate patio. LR with a cozy wood burning fireplace. Walkout LL can either be a 3rd BR or family room, depending on 
your needs. Less than 1 mi to the Braddock Road Metro Station! $629,000 Liz Bucuvalas (703) 626-8400  http://bit.ly/2l40O6G
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By Ronald Goldfarb

“Congress shall make no law … abridging … the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

H
aving worked in D.C. and lived
in Alexandria since 1961 when I
came to work for Robert
Kennedy in the Justice Depart-

ment, I’ve experienced the First Amendment
in real time action, by assembling and peti-
tioning my government for redress of griev-
ances.

In 1963 my wife and I stood near the Lin-
coln Memorial where Martin Luther King, Jr.
pleaded to the world for civil rights for all

people, and delivered his
immortal “I Have a Dream”
speech. About 250,000
people — black and white

— peacefully gathered in the nation’s capital
to plead for President Kennedy to provide 19
million Afro-American descendants the right
to vote, travel, and work.

Fears abounded. The D.C. police and FBI
were present on the streets. There were alto-
gether over 8,000 guardians of the peace. The
federal government and many businesses were
closed. Hospitals canceled elective surgery so
all beds would be available for riot-related
emergencies. Jails were emptied to provide
room for predicted arrests. Judges were on
around-the-clock standby.

These precautions were not necessary. The
assembly was non-violent. People arrived from
all over the world and marched with dignity.
Many swarmed around the Reflecting Pool in

a field of humanity that ran all the way to the
Washington Monument.

On that day we listened to the greatest ora-
tor of his time pleading for racial justice, claim-
ing that the time had come “to lift our nation
from the quicksand of racial injustice to the
solid rock of brotherhood,” calling for “the
fierce urgency of now, ” then urged on by
Mahalia Jackson, departed from his prepared
text and segued into his immortal plea, “I have
a dream,” that reverberates still in the hearts
and minds of all decent people.

The New York Times called the event “the
most impressive assembly for a redress of griev-
ances in America’s history.” The Washington
Post reported that the assembly was a happy
combination of prayer meeting, picnic, and
political rally, a crowd “united in a sense of
brotherhood and common humanity.” The next
year, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was passed.

Unfortunately, many of the social injustices
deplored on that summer day in Washington,
D..C, have not yet been overcome. But Aug.
28, 1963, was a seminal moment in American
history. It demonstrated the power and dignity
of democracy in action.

❖    ❖    ❖
 In 1971, the scene was more fractious when

my wife and I joined Vietnam War protests on
the streets of Washington D.C., a gathering
which was rougher and more proactive than
the 1963 event. We were gassed, with many
others, near Dupont Circle by police overre-
acting to the noisy protests. Eventually the
public demonstrations worked. The war was
ended, too late, but it might not have ended
when it did without these public protests. Crit-

ics of the war hastened the end of it, and re-
sulted in a president leaving politics.

❖    ❖    ❖
In 1986, my wife, daughter and two human

rights activist friends, the late Pat Derian and
Rose Styron and their daughters marched on
a sunny day near Congress in a sea of women
who came from across the country to support
the ERA. But this time their pleas were not
successful in terms of reaching the goal that
gave rise to that march. But peace prevailed
and eventually the goals they asserted then
have been advanced in major ways.

❖    ❖    ❖
On Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017, an estimated half

million Americans filled the streets of Wash-
ington, as did huge crowds in other cities in
America and around the world to claim rights
they felt were disparaged by the Trump cam-
paign and election. The Saturday crowds far
surpassed Friday’s relatively insignificant in-
augural crowds. President Trump now argues
about the relative size of his crowds — those
applauding his election, and those crying out
against it.

My children who attended here in D.C. and
other locations reported a cheering good spirit,
upbeat communal behavior, welcoming
friendly law enforcement officials, filled
bleachers, and an upbeat camaraderie.

Now what remains after people returned to
their homes away from Washington, D.C. is the
question: how does this experience change the
future? Will the energy become harnessed into
a movement that changes politics? We all pon-
der that question, bravo to the people who are
trying.

First Amendment Is Alive and Well

Commentary

Letter to the Editor

Move Forward
On Option 1
To the Editor:

I’ve written to the Gazette previously about
Bock Farm, and, like H. Jay Spiegel, I attended
the information session on Jan. 26. It was a
good meeting, but what was clear, and what
has been clear all along is that a minority in
the adjacent neighborhood has been given too
much power by Supervisor Storck. These few
neighbors want the townhouses (option 3), but
ultimately they want to determine what is built
on this corner of the current Bock Farm.

Initially, the neighbors expressed concern
about increased traffic, an issue that was dis-
pelled at the meeting; there is no appreciable
difference between anticipated traffic from the
planned senior housing and the townhouses.
Traffic is a non-issue.

They expressed concern about increases in
the school population, also dispelled at the
meeting; the expansion of Stratford Landing
Elementary School will accommodate any in-
crease. Of course, it is important to note that
the senior housing will by design not include
persons of any public school age. The
townhouses potentially will include not only
two working parents but children from elemen-
tary through high school ages. Mr. Storck re-
ported that Carl Sandburg Middle School is at
capacity and West Potomac High School is sig-

nificantly beyond capacity; both would draw
students from the townhouses. So the
townhouses potentially create a school capac-
ity problem.

Ultimately, option 1 is the only one that has
gone through all the county processes need-
ing only the approving vote by the Board of
Supervisors. Option 2 and 3 would have to go
through the long process of approvals that
option 1 has already completed.

Senior housing serves the Mount Vernon dis-
trict and the broader community best; the
townhouses will just add more housing stock
to the area, so much of which is priced out of
reach to public servants and the general popu-
lation along this corridor. Yes, it will change
the view in the area, but I’ve seen many
changes here in my 42 years in the area, some
acceptable to me, and other distasteful.
Changes happen in a community all the time;

we have the multilevel processes to ensure
those changes are good for the community. It’s
unlikely everybody is happy with every change.

Let’s not forget in all of this, the Bocks, two
people who have provided this idyllic environ-
ment for nearly two decades for the commu-
nity and have been faithful neighbors to the
adjacent neighborhood and well as the broader
community. We have been able to enjoy the
presence of the farm without taking on all the
intense labor involved. Are the Bocks not en-
titled to their choice now?

I encourage Supervisor Storck to show lead-
ership and present the approved option 1 to
the Board on Feb. 14, let the Bocks move on
and let the community move on to the con-
struction of this positive and needed develop-
ment.

William Zaccagnino
Alexandria

By Paul Krizek

State Delegate (D-44)

A
s this week is Crossover, the midpoint
of our Legislative session, I wanted to
share with you some good news. Our

bipartisan efforts to address the opioid epi-
demic have led to some movement on the is-
sue. In 2015, 880 Virginians died from opioid-

induced overdoses. Preliminary figures for
2016 indicate deaths have increased to 1,100.
At more than three deaths per day, this is more
than the total number of Virginians killed in
auto accidents each year. The tragedy in this is
that many people become addicted without
even knowing it, and that addiction can lead
to death. The House passed 17 bills, all of

Addressing Opioid Addiction
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By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

T
he last week of January was especially busy
as the General Assembly approached Feb. 7
– Crossover – the day we are required to

complete all work on bills originating in our cham-
ber. The bills saved for last usually involve the hard-
est issues to resolve.

Out of the 40 bills I introduced, 22 have passed
the Senate or are poised for passage before Cross-
over.

Last week saw another victory for water quality.
This session, I introduced three bills to help control
water pollution caused by coal ash. One of my bills
was reported by the Senate Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee over the objection of Domin-
ion Power. The bill prohibits the issuance of any fi-
nal permits until Dominion identifies and describes
all water pollution occurring at coal ash ponds and
demonstrate corrective measures, evaluate coal ash
removal or “clean closure,” and demonstrate that
leaving coal ash in place or “cap in place” will not
put the community at risk during hurricanes, floods
or other major weather events.

Also, the legislation also requires Dominion to
evaluate options to recycle coal ash using new tech-
nologies and identify locations where recycling might
work. Coal ash recycling is being used in Georgia,
North and South Carolina to clean the environment
and create jobs. Coal ash is used in concrete and we
currently import significant amounts of coal ash into
the United States from China. I am hopeful the bill
will pass the full Senate next week.

On Sunday, the Senate Finance Committee an-
nounced its proposed amendments to the State Bud-
get. The good news is that the committee found a
way to fund two percent raises for teachers along
with other state employees, and extra raises for court

clerks and especially our State Police. The House
Budget does not include a pay raise for teachers so
that is not guaranteed. The bad news is that my re-
quest for funding the next stage of construction at
Widewater State Park was not funded, nor my re-
quest to fill two vacant but authorized Fairfax County

judgeships.
Several of my other bills passed

the Senate this week. First, my
legislation requiring 30-days’ no-

tice before any tuition increase is voted on passed
the Senate unanimously. The Senate also passed my
bill making it easier to hold drunk driver’s liable for
punitive damages in civil cases and legislation which
requires community colleges and universities to pub-
lish lists of courses that are guaranteed to be given
credit to transfer students. Many students take the
wrong classes — this costs students more tuition and
causes them to take up space at our four-year col-
leges that other students could fill when classes must
be retaken.

The Senate also passed my legislation that creates
and electronic government document authentication
system. The Federal Government and other states
have already taken steps to electronically authenti-
cate government records. If implemented, this allows
citizens to access official copies of official records —
such as vital records, deeds, or government licenses
— must faster and saves taxpayer dollars.

We will experience Crossover this week, debate on
the State Budget and we will begin debate on bills
from the House of Delegates.

Please come to my town halls on Saturday, Febr.
11 at 9 a.m. at Walt Whitman Intermediate School
and 1 p.m. at Hayfield Elementary School. Also,
please complete my constituent survey at
www.scottsurovell.org/survey.

I look forward to your feedback and appreciate your
input. It is an honor to serve as your state senator.

Victory on Water Quality

Commentary
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By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

O
n Tuesday, the General Assembly passed
“Crossover,” the session halfway point by
which each chamber must complete work

on its own bills and begin considering legislation
passed by the other body. The Senate has passed eight
pieces of my legislation and we’ve secured some vic-
tories for progressive values. From advancing non-
discrimination in public employment for the LGBT
community, to promoting research in the emerging
field of energy storage, I am confident these bills
would move Virginia forward. We’ve faced some chal-
lenges as well. Nonetheless, I came to Richmond
knowing working for criminal justice reform, equal-
ity for all Virginians and gun violence prevention,
would be an uphill, but important battle. I also in-
troduced legislation to make it easier to vote, pro-
mote good government, and cut red tape for small
businesses.

We’ve made serious headway on marijuana reform
this year. Currently, those charged with first time
marijuana possession face a six month suspension
of their driver’s license, in addition to fines, commu-
nity service and other penalties, whether they were
behind the wheel or not. This poses a serious threat
to employment for many Virginians. With the sup-
port of the Virginia Association of Commonwealth’s
Attorneys and the co-sponsorship of Sen. Bill Stanley

(R-Franklin County), the Senate passed a bill (38-2)
I’ve been working on for several years that removes
that mandatory suspension. But, we still have work
to do. Nearly 80 percent of people in Virginia sup-
port marijuana decriminalization, according to a poll
released this week by the Virginia Pilot newspaper.

A bill I introduced to decriminal-
ize marijuana was referred to the
State Crime Commission for
study, and I’m hopeful that the

commission will see the benefits of moving in the
direction of many other states.

My legislation to forbid discrimination against
LGBT government employees in Virginia was once
again passed by the Senate. Three of our last four
governors have issued executive orders to protect
state employees from discrimination on the basis of
sexuality orientation, gender, and other protected
classes. This bill would codify those protections and
extend them to local government employees as well.
Unfortunately, two pieces of legislation I introduced,
which would have removed the outdated ban on
same-sex marriages from the Virginia Code and Con-
stitution, were referred to the Code Commission. The
commission, which reviewed the same issue in 2016,
sent legislation back to the General Assembly, stat-
ing it was our responsibility to act on these bills. We
cannot allow this ping-pong game to continue. Fail-
ure to act on this legislation tells LGBT Virginians

Moving through Crossover

Commentary
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HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

E
uropean craftsmanship, a free-
flowing floor plan and light-filled
rooms characterize a home that
was designed according to the

vision of a local jurist. Located in
Alexandria’s Braddock Heights community,
the home, which sits on more than 1.3 acres,
met the specifications of the late George M.
Giammittorio, a former Alexandria Circuit
Court judge.

“The home is sited on a bucolic lot in the
heart of Alexandria,” said Sue Goodhart, real
estate agent, The Goodhart Group at
McEnearney Associates. “Few homes still in
the city have lots this size. It is very private.”

At once grand and cozy, the home was
designed with entertaining in mind. It
boasts an expansive, sunny kitchen
equipped with four ovens, an island and a
breakfast room, which is warmed with a
fireplace. An abundance of light streams in
through floor-to-ceiling Palladian windows
that offer a view of the home’s manicured
landscape.

The current homeowners “created the
great room with a kitchen and open space
… and have prepared the home for sale by

repainting and updating throughout,” said
Goodhart.

Those updates can also be found on the
home’s upper levels, which include a mas-
ter suite and three additional bedrooms. A
third level includes an open loft space,
which Goodhart says is ideal for sleepovers
for a family with children. On the home’s
ground level are a recreation room with

built-in storage and a second fireplace. It
also includes an au pair suite with private
entry and finished kitchen.

“Throughout the original house are
touches of the handcrafted work created by
artisans brought in by the judge from Italy,”
said Goodhart.

A multitude of bird species, include bald
eagles, have been spotted on the property

by its previous owners, making it an ideal
setting for bird watching, says Goodhart.
“It was a lovely family home but now the
owners are downsizing as the children are
grown and scattered around the country,”
she said.

Located at 2416 Ridge Road Drive, the
home is on the market, listed for
$2,095,000.

Home offers sunny interior and
bucolic surroundings.City House, Country House

Photos courtesy of McEnearney Associates

Floor-to-ceiling Palladian windows allow an abun-
dance of light to stream into the kitchen this Alexan-
dria home.

A multitude of bird species, include bald eagles have
been spotted on this property making it ideal for bird
watching.
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Entertainment

By Shirley Ruhe

The Gazette

H
omero Escobar juggles three
pans on high heat on the
front burners in the kitchen
of RT’s Restaurant on Mount

Vernon. “I am making the sauce and the
topping at the same time for
the mahi mahi,” he said.

A 20- gallon pot of veal
bones with celery, onion, car-
rots and parsley simmers on a

back burner. “We use veal stock in most of
the sauces. This will cook about 6-8 hours.”
Today Escobar is making the daily special
“crusted mahi mahi with Creole meuniere
sauce.” This kind of meuniere sauce is much
different than the French. Today’s recipe
will make enough for 10 servings although
usually he makes enough for 40-50 diners
at one time.

Escobar drops 1/2 pound of tiny cubes
of Andouille sausage into a saucepan with
1/2 cup of canola oil. “This will cook on a
high burner for 3 minutes.” While the
Andouille is cooking, he starts working on
the sauce on the adjacent burner.

Escobar pours 2 cups of 40 percent cream
into a skillet with 1/2 cup of unsalted but-
ter cut into two large chunks. He will re-
duce the cream down a little to let it
thicken. As the cream comes to a boil, he
said, “You can boil heavy cream but milk

will burn. A lot of people don’t know that.”
On the far burner Escobar prepares an-

other part of the sauce in a separate sauce-
pan. Later it will be added to the heavy
cream. He adds one small-diced onion, 2
bay leaves, 1 small lemon peeled and a cup
of Worcestershire sauce. He says he will
reduce this to about 1/4 and that will take
5-10 minutes. “When Worcestershire is re-
duced, it becomes sweet,” Escobar said.
“This is real New Orleans, rich and spicy.”

The mahi mahi is ready for the broiler.
Escobar adds a little butter to an ovenproof
oval dish and sprinkles the fish with Cajun
spice. New Orleans cooking is known for
its variety of spices, and this particular com-
bination is salt and pepper, dried onion and
garlic and cayenne. “The mahi mahi will sit
under the broiler for 3-4 minutes and then
finish off in the oven.” As he watches the
progress of each pan, Escobar pulls the sau-
sage off the burner and lets it rests on the
counter. He melts in two-thirds cup of
grated Grana Padano Parmesan cheese and
adds 1/2 cup of breadcrumbs into the sau-
sage. “It’s time to take out the mahi mahi
and finish the dish.”

In the meantime an order has come in
for chicken gumbo. The lunch crowd has
started to arrive. Escobar says that on week-
days they serve 40-50 for lunch but “on
weekends it is crazy. It could be 150-170
for dinner. Nine skillets are stacked in the
corner. “We use all eight burners at once.”

He drains off a little of the butter in the
dish with the fish and reaches for the
Andouille topping which goes generously
on top of the fish. “I use these julienne car-
rots as a garnish.” Escobar opens the heavy
oven door and slips the fish back in the oven
at 500 degrees for another 3 minutes. It is
time to add the cream to the Worcestershire
combination. His assistant, Sandra

Membreno, hands him the large whisk to
mix the two together in the pan. The sauce
will now cook for another five or so min-
utes to let it reduce a little.

“The last thing is the cubed potatoes. I
have cut these Idaho potatoes into large
cubes and deep fried them.” To finish them
off, he sautés them with a little canola oil
for 1-2 minutes. “I will throw in a little scal-
lion and Cajun spice.” e flips the potatoes
in the air to turn them over in the pan. “Now
I’ll arrange the potatoes in the center of the
dish and top them with the mahi mahi.” He
places the julienned carrots on the side of
the dish.

Escobar removes the sauce from the stove
and strains the solids out into a bowl to dis-
card later. “Now for the final step.” He dips
a two-ounce scoop into the sauce and pours
the sauce artfully around the fish.

Escobar says his favorite dish at RT’s is
the chicken and Andouille gumbo. “The
customers like the gumbo, too, and the gi-
gantic shrimp with Jack Daniels cream. It’s
a signature dish at RT’s and owner Ralph
Davis says he can’t reveal what is in it.
Escobar has been at RT’s since it opened in
1985. He came to America from Guatemala
in 1981. “There I ate a lot of beans and corn
and chicken with fresh chili peppers.” He
adds that he ate a lot of spicy food but not
the same spices as the Cajun combination
that enhances many of his dishes at RT’s.

He says it was his dream to be a chef since
he was a teenager. “My first job was work-
ing in a restaurant kitchen and I discovered
I had a kitchen skill.”

Meet the Chef: Homero Escobar
Cajun specialties at RT’s on Mount Vernon

In the

Kitchen

Pour two sauces together for reduction. Strain out solids. Toss potatoes with Cajun
spice.

Final step: ladle sauce on
mahi mahi.
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Homero Escobar, executive chef at
RT’s Restaurant on Mount Vernon,
has lined up his ingredients for the
special of the day, “crusted mahi
mahi with Creole meuniere sauce.”
He will juggle three burners as he
makes two sauces to combine later
and the Andouille topping at the
same time.

Calendar

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
RockNBlades. Fridays in February

8:45-10:30 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice
Skating, 2017 Belle View Blvd.
Skating with music. $12 admission
includes rental skates.

Multiple Exposures Gallery.

Through Feb. 12 at Torpedo Factory
Art Center, #312, 105 North Union
St. Colleen Henderson’s A Study in
Contrasts, and Sandy Lebrun-Evan’s
McDowell County, WVA.
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com

“Sanctuary.” Through Feb. 18 in the
Commons Fireplace Alcove of Mount
Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909
Windmill Lane. Selected black and
white photographs from Nina Tisara’s
“Sanctuary” series, shot in Huntley
Meadows Park. A closing reception
will be held on Feb. 18, 6:30-7:15
p.m., followed by a concert by Nova
Chamber Orchestra beginning at 7:30

p.m. Email Nina Tisara at
ninat@ninatisara.com or call 703-
765-5950 for more.

Convergence Arts Initiative.
Through March 4, Fridays 10 a.m.-5
p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m.-4.p.m. at
The Gallery @ Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane. Highlights the artwork
of students from Bishop Ireton,
Episcopal High School, T.C. Williams,
and St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes
School. Artists reception: Saturday,
Feb. 11, 7-9 p.m. Email
danabh@ourconvergence.org or call
703-998-6260 for more.

Ceramic Guild Show. Through March

5, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
“Customer Appreciation: Welcome to
our World” Ceramic Guild show at
Scope Gallery. Visit
www.scopegallery.org,
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/
scope or call 703-548-6288 for more.

China Photography Exhibit.
Through March 6, various hours at
the Bisdorf Building, NVCC, 5000
Dawes Ave. “China in my Eyes”
photography exhibit. Artists
reception: Saturday, Feb. 11, noon.
Visit www.nvcc.edu/alexandria/ or
email JZelloe@aol.com for more.

Mixed Media Exhibit. Through March
14, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at the St. George
Gallery, 105 North Alfred St.
Inspirational approaches in mixed
media inhabit this art exhibit. Call
703-299-9495 or visit
www.StGeorgeofEthiopia.com.

The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. On view in the museum’s
Coldsmith Gallery, the historical
objects and images featured
represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
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DIRTY HABIT... COME FIND YOURS

(202) 449-7095
KIMPTON HOTEL MONACO

555 8th Street NW, Washington, DC
www.dirtyhabitdc.com

VALENTINE’S DAY MENU
3 courses, with optional 4th course .... $75  

Don’t miss
Opera Night

…February 26
305 S. Washington Street • Old Town  •  703-548-9338  •  www.trattoriadafranco.com

Celebrate Valentine’s Day
with the Romance of Italy

Three-course Dinner with Champagne or House Wine
A Red Rose and Chocolates for the Couple

Special
Menu
Includes:

• Linguini Mare Nostrum
• Veal Scaloppini St. Valentino Style
• Filetto di Salmone al Caviar

7:00-11:00 P.M.
February 14th

Valentine’s Day

Live
Entertainment
Daryl Ott at the piano

and some songs by
the singing Chef Franco

$42.00 ppl
Tax & Service not included. A gratuity of 19% will be added to groups of 6 or more.

Call us for reservations at 703-647-2000

February 14th 5:00 PM until 10:30 PM

• First Course (Choice of): Shrimp Cocktail OR Sizzling Shrooms
• Second Course (Choice of): Caesar OR Market Salad
• Main Course (Choice of): Garlic & Herb Roasted Prime Rib with aujus 

and horseradish sauce, roasted fingering potatoes, grilled asparagus 
and roasted tomato OR Crabcakes with creole mustard buerre blanc 
on sauteed greens, grilled asparagus, and roasted tomato

• Dessert (Choice of): Chocolate Fondue with fresh fruit and berries 
OR Mini Sampler: Chocolate Mousse, Trifle, Fresh Berries with 
Grand Mariner whipped cream

Wine and dine your loved one this Valentine’s Day
with a glass of Champagne and a Four Course Dinner

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER SPECIAL

$39.95 per person

3-Course Prix
Fixe Menu

Dine With Us for Our 

Vaentine’s Week Special
$45 per Couple ($22.5 per person) 

Tax & Gratuity not included

Choice of One: 
Prime Rib of Beef  •  Wild Alaskan Salmon topped with Dijon Sauce

Crab Cakes served with French Fries • Land & Sea (N.Y. Strip Steak & Crab Cake)
Also Includes Romantic Dessert, Coffee, Tea or Soft Drink

Mon. 2/13   Tue. 2/14   Wed. 2/15

703-548-1616
734 North Asaph St.

Alexandria, VA 22314

Celebrating 110 Years!

ALEXANDRIA’S NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT  • SINCE 1904

Treat Your 
Sweetheart!
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

where
seniors ages
62 and better

enjoy
rewarding
lifestyles in
the heart

of Alexandria

Entertainment

commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and
think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives of
the past help tell the story of
Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org for more.

Pick-Up Hockey. Ongoing,
Wednesdays and Fridays 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice Skating,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Play hockey
with other hockey buffs, hitting slap
shots and learning puck handling
skills that the pros use. Players must
have full equipment. 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224
for more.

Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward for
more

Alexandria’s Nurses and Hospitals
During the Civil War. Ongoing at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
An exhibit on the life of Clarissa
Jones, a nurse at The Lyceum
hospital during the Civil War. The
true story of a nurse in Alexandria
during the war, drawing parallels
with characters portrayed in the PBS
drama “Mercy Street,” with
references to the experiences of other
nurses, such as Anne Reading, who
worked in the Mansion House
hospital, and Jane Woolsey, who
served at the Fairfax Seminary
hospital. Admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum for
more.

Shield of Earth: Defending the
Heart of the Union exhibit.
Ongoing, museum hours Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.,
Sundays, noon-5 p.m. at Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.
Highlights of the exhibition include
military passes issued by Provost
Marshal’s Office, construction tools,
and original photographs of some of
Washington’s defenders. 703-746-
4848 or www.fortward.org.

Who These Wounded Are: The
Extraordinary Stories of the
Mansion House Hospital
exhibit. Ongoing, Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundays,
noon-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.

Come see the site that inspired
“Mercy Street,” the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took
place at Carlyle House.
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-
549-2997

“Ancient Art of Movement.” 1 p.m.
at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Carmen Shippy,
retired professional dancer, teaches a
series designed for ages 50 and
above. Movements are designed to
strengthen core muscles and increase
flexibility. Adjustments will be made
for those with physical limitations.
First lesson in the series is free for
non-center members. To continue
lessons, a yearly membership to all
Senior Center programs is $48. Call
703-765-4573 to sign up.

Color Disorder Exhibit. Ongoing,
Thursday through Sunday, noon-4
p.m., Sundays, noon-4 p.m. at the
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. A
joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines
and Amy Chan who use diverse
painting materials such as acrylic,
gouache, airbrush and screen print to
build energized abstract paintings.
www.nfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

Alexandria Cars and Coffee invites
car enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays 12-
5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. 12
p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.

Multiple Exposures Gallery
Multiple Exposures Gallery is on display through Feb. 12
at the Torpedo Factory Art Center, #312, 105 North Union
St. Featuring Colleen Henderson’s A Study in Contrasts,
and Sandy Lebrun-Evan’s McDowell County, WVA. Artist
reception is Jan. 14, 2-4 p.m.
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com

Photo contributed
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Set the Mood for a Romantic Dinner
in your New Kitchen!

Find out how, please call:

703-339-0300
www.gereli.com

Entertainment

Visit nvfaa.org to view concert calendar and listen
to upcoming Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk takes place
weekly, rain or shine (except during electrical
storms, strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m. (8
a.m. November through March), is free, requires
no reservation and is open to all. Birders meet in
the parking lot at the park’s entrance at 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions to park staff
during normal business hours at 703-768-2525.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at Alexandria
Archaeology Museum, 105 North Union St.,
#327. Learn more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find dioramas,
newspaper articles and more Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

CAMPS, CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m. every third

Friday at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Live music. Tickets are $4.
Call 703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a range of
open life drawing sessions for anyone to develop
life-drawing skills further. Drop-in for the
session and bring supplies to draw or paint live
models. Fee ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is located at 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a schedule.

THURSDAY/FEB. 9
Fort Belvoir Update Breakfast. 8-9:30 a.m. at

the Belle Haven Country Club, 6023 Fort Hunt
Road. Col. Holbrooke will provide an update on
planned improvements. $25 for Mount Vernon-
Lee Chamber Members and Guests, $35 Non-
Chamber. Visit mtvernon-leechamber.org.

West End Business Association Happy Hour.
5:30-7:30 p.m. at Los Tios Grill, 241 S. Van
Dorn St. $10. Visit www.alexandriaweba.com/
for more.

Author Charles Mills. 7 p.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Mills discusses his book “The Civil
War Wedding,” an entertaining look at the
customs and superstitions of weddings during
the Civil War era. RSVP at admin@nvfaa.org

Schoolyard Native Gardens. 7:30-9 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Matt Bright talks about schoolyard native
gardens and what home gardeners can learn
from them. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
gsgp/ or call 703-642-5173 for more.

FEB. 10-12
Pet Adoption Weekend. 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Friday

and Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday at Pet
Valu, Bradlee Shopping Center, 3652 King St.
Support local animal shelters, dogs and cats for

adoption. Call 571-970-5878 for more.

FEB. 9-MARCH 19
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery. Torpedo Factory,

Studio 29, 105 N. Union St. Cosmic Sights and
Sounds, comes as the winter night sky’s grand
collection of brilliant stars begins to give way to
the vernal equinox. This show will also highlight
the work of featured artists Carol Bodin, Mickey
Kunkle, and Lynda Prioleau. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 11
Beaches in the Coastal South. 11 a.m. at

Alexandria Black History Museum, 902 Wythe
St. Andrew W. Kahrl discusses the history of
southern beaches, and how they transitioned to
luxury properties such as resorts and
condominiums. Free. Call 703-746-4356 for
more.

Toys at Historic Huntley. 1-2 p.m. at Historic
Huntley, 6918 Harrison Lane. Travel back in
time to explore old-fashioned toys and games.
$7. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley-
meadows-park or call 703-768-2525 for more.

Artists’ Reception. 2-4 p.m. at the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, 4915
East Campus Drive. Artists’ reception for three
exhibiting shows for artists Winston W. Harris,
John M. Adams and Lonnie Pauls. Free.

AHA Benefit Concert. 3-5 p.m. at GW National
Masonic Memorial Theater, 101 Callahan Drive.
“Affairs of the Heart,” a concert supporting the
American Heart Association. $30, $25 for
seniors/military; $15 for youth; add $5 for at-
the-door tickets, $75 for family four-pack. Visit
www.sopranessence.org or call 571-348-4664.

Twig Snowflake Sale. 4 p.m. at The Twig Shop,
106 N. Columbus St. Everything on sale at this
organization dedicated to providing financial
aid, volunteer service and support to Inova
Alexandria Hospital. Call 571-251-1717 or visit
www.thetwig.org.

Nocturnal Animals. 5:15-7:15 p.m. at Huntley
Meadows Park, 3701 Lockheed Blvd. Look and
listen for owls, beavers and other animals that
are active at night. $8. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley-
meadows-park/ or call 703-768-2525 for more.

All-Mozart Concert. 8 p.m. at Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, 4915
E Campus Drive. The concert has a focus on
musical masterpieces, led by five conductors,
anchored by a classical “popular” favorite from
the symphonic canon. $20-$80, $5 youth and
$10 student with military, senior and group
discounts available. Visit www.alexsym.org or
call 703-548-0885 for more.

The Alexandria Symphony
On Feb. 11-12, an All-Mozart Concert, 8 p.m. at Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall, 4915 E Campus Drive. The concert has a focus on musical
masterpieces, led by five conductors, anchored by a classical “popular”
favorite from the symphonic canon. $20-$80, $5 youth and $10 student
with military, senior and group discounts available. Visit
www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-0885 for more.

Photo contributed
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Entertainment

EatsPlace Café Aims
To Join Works of Art

By Hope Nelson

The Gazette

O
ld Town’s Torpedo Factory is known for
helping artists grow and develop — and
sell — their craft. But beginning late last

month, there’s another kind of incubator on the scene
within the factory walls. EatsPlace, which bills itself
as a “pop-uppery” and restaurant incubator, has made
itself right at home with a café for breakfast, lunch,
or an early dinner.

“EatsPlace is all about building community and
having events and happenings all around food, be-
cause food I really believe is a catalyst for other things

— for getting people together,” said
founder Katy Chang. “… When people
get together and community forms, and
neighbors start talking to each other …
amazing things happen.”

EatsPlace’s flagship space is situated in the Wash-
ington neighborhood of Petworth, and it’s there that
the groundwork was laid for a more formalized café
in Alexandria. The original location remains a space
where new or visiting chefs can develop a presence
— and a fanbase. In fact, foodies with deeper pock-
ets can even elect to invest in up-and-coming chefs,
Chang says.

“If you are really into the food scene, you can ba-
sically invest in an up and coming chef or an estab-
lished chef from out of town,” Chang said. “… When
they go to their own brick-and-mortar space, you can
follow them to that.”

The EatsPlace Café concept in Alexandria is a bit
different from the Petworth studio, Chang says. For

one, the menu will remain more consistent, shifting
primarily with the season rather than more frequently
with individual chefs.

“This concept is more self-contained … it’s a café/
marketplace. Since we are open in the daytime and
have longer hours, we can have a whole retail sec-
tion where we promote local foods from Virginia, of
course, but Maryland and D.C. as well.”

Among some of the top retail selections: Virginia
peanuts, naturally, as well as mushrooms from Good
Sense Farm.

But the star of the café is, of course, the fresh foods
available on the daily menu. Among the highlights:
Three different variations on a grilled-cheese sand-
wich, including a kimchi grilled cheese, which is the
most popular version, Chang says. Ingredients are
sourced from local farmers, and along with the stan-
dard menu fare, there will be some signature dishes
here and there.

“As far as the collaboration with our chefs, they’ll
do a signature sandwich, but we’re going to try to
keep the menu somewhat consistent,” she said, add-
ing: “Which is not to say we won’t do a fondue night
or something.”

Also on the upcoming docket: Demonstrations and
classes, Chang says, including child-friendly classes.
She’s finalizing the spring schedule now but hinted
at the potential for a kimchi how-to demo or — for
the adults — a beer-brewing class. Even when at-
tendees don’t try again at home, Chang says, the
demos help people “appreciate the craftsmanship”
behind each technique.

Just a couple of weeks in, Chang has been pleased
by the neighbors’ response.

“People have been so kind,” she said. “I always
thank people for coming to visit us, but they thank
us for opening!”

Appetite

The DC-based restaurant
has “popped up” at the
Torpedo Factory.

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista
blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Calendar

SUNDAY/FEB. 12
Live Animal Lunchtime. noon-1 p.m.

at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Bring lunch to
Huntley Meadows and dine with a
special animal guest — a snake,
turtle, or toad. Learn about the
critter’s diet, adaptations and habitat
through crafts and hands-on
learning. $7, dessert included. Call
703-768-2525 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows-park/.

Gardening Author. 1:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Marta McDowell shares
the history of the White House
gardens and signs her book, “All the
Presidents’ Gardens” after the
lecture. $10. Call 703-642-5173 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring/ for more.

All-Mozart Concert. 3 p.m. at the
George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. The
concert has a focus on musical
masterpieces, led by five conductors,
anchored by a classical “popular”
favorite from the symphonic canon.
$20-$80, $5 youth and $10 student
with military, senior and group

discounts available. Visit
www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-
0885 for more.

MONDAY/FEB. 13
Anti-Valentine’s day kickboxing. 5-

6:30 p.m. at iLoveKickboxing, 660 S.
Pickett St. Shred Your Ex, a positive
way to ditch the Valentine’s Day
doldrums and get fit in the process.
Free for members of iLoveKickboxing.
Visit www.ilovekickboxing.com or
call 571-429-4290.

Vegetable Gardening Lecture. 7-
8:30 p.m. at the Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Vegetable Gardening Part 2: Planning
and Preparation. Free. Email
mgarlalex@gmail.com or call 703-
228-6414 for more.

TUESDAY/FEB. 14
Submission Deadline. 2017

Needlework Show & Sale mail-in
entries: Jan. 11-Feb. 14; walk-in
entries: Feb. 12-14, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Looking for needlework pieces that
showcase many techniques in both
traditional and contemporary
designs. woodlawnevents@

savingplaces.org

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 15
Historical Gardens Lecture. 9:30-11

a.m. at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. The
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Antiques
Club will have Dean Norton, the
horticulturist at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Plantation, speaking
about the various authentic historical
gardens at the Mount Vernon estate.
Call 703-360-4979 for more.

THURSDAY/FEB. 16
Business After Hours. 5:30-7 p.m. at

The Wharf, 119 King St. Enjoy
refreshments and hors d’oeuvres with
the Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce while networking with
other business and nonprofit
professionals. Members $10, non-
members $25, and members at the
door $25. Visit web.alexchamber.com

U.S. Navy Band. 7:30 p.m. at the
Schlesinger Concert Hall, NOVA,
Alexandria Campus, 4915 East
Campus Drive. Free. Visit
www.navyband.navy.mil/ or call
202-433-4777 for more.
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Entertainment

FEB. 17-18
Arlo Guthrie in Concert. 7:30 p.m.

at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. $110. Visit www.birchmere.com

FEB. 17-26
Winter Restaurant Week.

Neighborhood restaurants
throughout Alexandria, including Old
Town, Del Ray, Carlyle and the West
End. $35 three-course dinner for one
or $35 dinner for two; select
locations offering lunch from $10-
20/person. Visit
www.AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
or call 703-746-3301 for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 18
Eco-Savvy Symposium. 9:30 a.m.-1

p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Learn why plant
and animal life biodiversity is critical
to a healthy ecosystem and what can
be done to bring diversity to your
own backyard. Call 703-642-5173 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring/.

The Lee-Fendall House as Civil
War Hospital. 10 a.m. at the Lee-
Fendall House, 614 Oronoco St. “This
Tide of Wounded” tour of the
museum and grounds highlights the
Lee-Fendall House’s role as a hospital
during the Civil War. $8 in advance,
$10 at the door. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789 for more.

Historic Candy Story. 11 a.m. at
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Susan Benjamin is the
founder of True Treats Candy, the
nation’s only historic candy company,
and will highlight African American

history via the sugarcane industry.
$10. Call 703-746-4356 for more.

Experiences of Slavery. 2 p.m. at the
Lee-Fendall House, 614 Oronoco St.
“From Slavery to Freedom,” this tour
interprets the Lee-Fendall House
from the perspective of its enslaved
inhabitants, exploring the
experiences of slavery in the city. $8
in advance, $10 at the door. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789 for more.

Photo Exhibit and Concert. 6:15
p.m. at Chapel of Mt Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill
Lane. The Ars Nova Chamber
Orchestra will play the music of
Prokofiev, Grieg. There will be an
open house for a black and white
photographic series “Sanctuary” of
Huntley Meadows Park, plus a
preview of new mosaic art, both by
Nina Tisara. Free. Email
music@mvuc.org for more.

FEB. 18-19
Presidents Day Breakfast Sampler.

9 a.m.-noon at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway. Join “General Washington”
for a sample of hoecakes prepared by
Mount Vernon staff. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ or call 703-
780-2000 for more.

Visit with George Washington. 11
a.m.-4 p.m. at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Hwy. Mingle with costumed
characters from George Washington’s
world, followed by an 18th-century
dancing demonstration, birthday
cake and wreath laying ceremony.
Adults, $20; children ages 6-11, $10;
and children under 5 free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ or call 703-
780-2000 for more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 19
Revolutionary War Reenactment.

10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Fort Ward Park,
4301 W. Braddock Road. Learn about
a soldier’s life, see authentic
weaponry and uniforms from the
Revolution. Watch an actual battle
between British and Colonial troops.
Free. Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
FortWard for more.

Top 10 Plants for the Garden. 1:30
p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Horticulturists
Karen Rexrode and Keith Tomlinson
of Meadowlark Gardens and Judy
Zatsick discuss their favorites. $10.
Call 703-642-5173 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring/ for more.

Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic Concert. 3-5 p.m.
at George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive.
Pianist Thomas Pandolfi playing
Paderewski’s Piano Concerto in A
Minor, and Duke Ellington’s The
River. $20; children 8 and under are
free. Visit www.wmpamusic.org.

Barbershop Harmony Concert. 3
p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. The 30-
member Harmony Heritage Singers
present a concert of popular songs.
Free. Call 703-765-4779 or email
gronbrandt@gmail.com.

MONDAY/FEB. 20
George Washington’s Birthday. 9

a.m.-5 p.m. at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway. Celebrate the national
observance of George Washington’s
Birthday by visiting his home and
burial site free of charge on this day,
and watch a variety of activities. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ or call 703-
780-2000 for more.

Wreath Laying Ceremony. 11 a.m.-
noon at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier of the Revolution, at the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House, 323 S.
Fairfax St. Join the Daughters of the
American Revolution and the Sons of
the American Revolution as they host
colonial military and civilians to
honor the soldiers of the Revolution.
Free. Visit VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday for more.

George Washington Birthday
Parade. 1 p.m. at at Fairfax St. and
Gibbon St. Grand Marshal is retired
Alexandria Police Chief Earl Cook. To
march in the parade or volunteer,
visit washingtonbirthday.com/
parade/, email gwvolunteers@
gmail.com or a text to 703-408-4483.

TUESDAY/FEB. 21
Winter Gardening Lecture. 7-8:30

p.m. at the Barrett Branch Library,
717 Queen St. Learn early season
practices that will save you time,
money and labor. Free. Email
mgarlalex@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/FEB. 23
Starving the South. 7:30 p.m. at The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Andrew F. Smith discusses his book
“Starving the South: How the North
Won the Civil War,” and sign books.
$10. Call 703-746-4994, or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

Needlework
Needlework takes center stage at the Woodlawn Needle-
work Show and Sale at the Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey
House, 9000 Richmond Highway during the month of
March. Visit woodlawnpopeleighey.org for more.
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Obituary

W
. Jeff Knicely, 59, of
Alexandria, died at
his home on Tues-

day, Jan. 24, 2017 following a
recent illness.

He was born in Wabasha,
Minn. on April 2, 1959 … mov-
ing to Virginia in 1960 with his
family. Jeff graduated from Mt.
Vernon High School in Alexan-
dria in 1977. After working
most of his life in Alexandria,
he was employed by the Mas-
ter Roofing Company in Alexandria at the
time of his death.

He is survived by his mother Anna Mae
Knicely and brother Will Knicely both of
Alexandria, as well as two nephews Jesse

Knicely of Bradstown, Ky. and
Shane Eberly (Knicely) of
Burke.

He was preceded in death by
his father Wiley H. Knicely in
1982 and sister Jackie E.
Knicely in 2002.

Jeff was very active as an
auto mechanic and enjoyed
fishing, hunting and antique
cars.

A memorial service is
planned for Saturday, Feb. 11,

2017 at the Commonwealth Baptist Church,
700 Commonwealth Avenue, Alexandria.
The family will receive guests at a recep-
tion immediately following the service in
the lower level of the church.

W. Jeff Knicely

Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Include date, time, location, de-
scription and contact for event: phone, email and/
or website. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline
is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

SATURDAY/FEB.11
Mount Vernon Legislative Town Hall. 9-11

a.m. at Walt Whitman Middle School, 2500
Parkers Lane. Senators Adam Ebbin (D-
Alexandria) and Scott Surovell (D-Mount
Vernon) and Del. Paul Krizek (D-Mount Vernon)
will offer brief remarks, and the meeting will
then be opened up to questions from the
audience. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
mountvernon for more information.

TUESDAY/FEB. 14
Family Caregiver Telephone Support Group.

7-8 p.m. Fairfax County’s free Family Caregiver
Telephone Support Group meets by phone to
discuss experiences, gain support and get
important information without having to travel.
Register beforehand at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and click on Telephone Caregiver
Support Group. Call703-324-5484, TTY 711.

THURSDAY/FEB. 16
Lee District Bicycle Improvements. 6:30-8:30

p.m., at Groveton Elementary School cafeteria,
6900 Harrison Lane. Paving plans will be
discussed. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/
bike/leedistrictbikelanes2017.htm for more.

Bulletin Board



18  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  February 9-15, 2017 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

OBITUARY

Ruth T. Fenn, artist, educator, mother and wife, passed 
away on January 24, 2017 in Alexandria, VA. She was a long-
time resident of Greenwich, CT, relocating to Alexandria in 
2013 following the death of her beloved husband, Albert H. 
Fenn.

Ruth was born June 29, 1927 on Long Island to the late 
George F. Tansey, Sr. and Catherine Gibbons Tansey. Ruth’s 
brother George Tansey Jr. and his wife Barbara preceded her 
in death. Her brother in-law Roger Fenn and his wife Sandy 
and two of their children, Tammy Lu and Amy Beth also 
preceded her in death.

Ruth is survived by her children, Mark W. Fenn (married to 
Raffaela Marie Rizzo), Carey Fenn Moses (married to Michael 
Moses) and Michael R. Fenn, her brother-in-law Richard Fenn, 
two grandchildren, two great grandchildren and several nieces 
and nephews.

While living abroad in Paris, France and Florence, Italy, Ruth 
traveled extensively throughout Europe with her family and 
learned French and Italian. She continued her travels in retire-
ment, taking river cruises in Russia and China, as well as a 
special trip to Ireland with her husband.

Ruth graduated from Parsons School of Design in New York, 
where she studied Costume Design and Illustration. She re-
ceived an art degree from Accademia Di Belle Arti in Florence, 
Italy. Upon returning to the United States, she earned her 
Bachelor degree from the University of Bridgeport, CT and was 
an art teacher at Riverside and Parkway elementary schools.

Ruth began her career working for Bonwit Teller in New York 
City and did fashion illustrations for Carson Pirie Scotts & Co in 
Chicago. Her flair for fashion and design were evident through-
out her life. Always visually inspired and creative, Ruth used 
patterns, color and various textures to create many different art 
forms.

During her lifetime, Ruth had one-woman art shows, exhibited 
her work at juried shows, and participated in group exhibitions 
of local art societies.

Ruth was a longtime active member of the Old Greenwich Arts 
Society, Alliance Francaise, Greenwich Library’s Hurlbutt 
Gallery/ Flinn Gallery and the Greenwich Symphony Guild.

Funeral Services will be held at Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church, Alexandria, VA on Friday, February 10, 2017. Online 
condolences can be made at www.EverlyWheatley.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Kitty Lou (Schafe) Kohnke, age 83, was born in 
Washington, D.C., and passed away on February 3, 2017. She 

graduated from George Washington High School
in Alexandria, VA and married her childhood sweetheart. Kitty 
worked for the Department of the Army (HQDA) in the Penta-
gon as a Military Personnel Management Specialist (Compen-
sation & Entitlements), and upon retirement was awarded the 

Meritorious Civilian Service Metal for setting record
achievements, establishing a pattern of excellence, exceptional 
character, and demonstrating distinguished courage through-
out her career.  She enjoyed serving in church, gardening and 
traveling in her retirement years.  Kitty Lou is survived by her 
four children, Susan Ann Panajotov, John Robert Schafe, III, 
Mark Dayhoff Schafe and Dr. Glenn Eugene Schafe and her 
fourgranddaughters; Natalie Anne Henry, Alexandra Nicole 

Panajotov, Kaitlin Marie Schafe and Brooke Ann Schafe, and 
one great-grandson, Ethan James Schafe.  The family will re-
ceive friends on Saturday, February 11th at 10am followed by 
a funeral service at 11am at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 5952

Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA.  Interment will be held 
immediately following the funeral at Ivy Hill Cemetery, 

Alexandria, VA

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Obituary
Mary Kay Spink, 80, a retired CIA administrative officer, 

passed away on February 3rd, 2017 in Arlington VA. She was 
a resident of Arlington for nearly 60 years. Mary Kay was born 

in South Bend, IN to Robert and Marjorie (Blakeman) Spink
on February 29, 1936.

She was raised in St. Joseph, MI, and graduated from Purdue 
University in 1958. Mary Kay was recruited by the CIA while 

still in college, and moved to Washington D.C., after
graduation. She served overseas in Khartoum (Sudan), Paris, 

London, and Vienna, as well as stateside in D.C. Mary Kay 
worked for the United States government for 28 years.

In retirement, she was active in the Georgetown Presbyterian 
Church. A member for nearly 50 years, she served as a dea-
con, an elder, and in many other capacities. She loved to help 
others, and especially enjoyed volunteering through her church 
as a sponsor for refugee families, taking them under her wing

on their path to citizenship.
She volunteered for the Washington National Opera and the 
Arlington Voter Registration Office, giving countless hours of 
her time over 20 years. A life-long learner, she enjoyed taking 
courses through the Arlington Learning in Retirement Institute.

Mary Kay enjoyed traveling with her friends, and especially 
enjoyed singing. A one-time member of church choir, she also 

performed with a number of singing groups, including
the Arlington Senior Singers Chorale.

Mary Kay was preceded in death by her parents and a sister, 
Barbara (Daniel) Yoder, of Mark Center, OH. She is survived 

by her nephews, Jerald (Lois) Yoder of Hicksville, OH,
Richard (Karen) Yoder, and Philip (Linda) Yoder, all of Mark 
Center OH, as well as 18 great-nieces and nephews, and 31 
great-great nieces and nephews. Mary was dearly loved and 

will be greatly missed by her family and friends.
A memorial service for family and friends to honor Mary Kay’s 

life will be held on Saturday, February 11th, at Georgetown 
Presbyterian Church at 1:00 p.m. Interment will be in

South Bend, IN, in a private ceremony.
Memorial contributions may be made to Georgetown 

Presbyterian Church.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
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703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified
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ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INVITATION TO BID NUMBER 17-01-07

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking bids for Roof Replacement at Lyles-Crouch 
Traditional Academy.

Sealed Bids with the notation ITB # 17-01-07, Roof 
Replacement at Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy will be re-
ceived in the Central Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock 
Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 
pm, Friday March 3, 2017. The time of receipt shall be deter-
mined by the time clock stamp in the Procurement office. Bids
appropriately received will be opened and the names of the 
firms responding will be read aloud. ITB documents may be 
obtained at the above Procurement Office or by calling 703-
619-8162, or by downloading the ITB from the ACPS
website at 
http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial-services/purchasing/

All questions must be submitted before 3:00 p.m., February 24, 
2017.  If necessary, an addendum will be issued and posted to 
the ACPS web site.

A pre-bid conference/site visit will be held on February 15, 
2017 at 10:00 a.m. at the address listed above.

No ITB may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days after 
the opening of bids except as may be set forth in the ITB.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this ITB and/or reject any or 
all bids and to waive any informalities in any bid.

Gerald W. Amacker (Jerry)
Senior Buyer

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 17-01-02

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking proposals for World Languages, K-2 Span-
ish Language Arts, & K-2 English Reading Textbooks for 
ACPS Schools.

Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 17-01-02 World Lan-
guages, K-2 Spanish Language Arts, & K-2 English Reading 
Textbooks will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 
1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
on or before 3:00 pm, March 6, 2017. The time of receipt
shall be determined by the time clock stamp in the Procure-
ment office. Proposals appropriately received will be opened 
and the names of the firms responding will be read aloud. RFP 
documents may be obtained at the above Procurement Office 
or by calling 703-619-8162, or by downloading the RFP
from the ACPS website at
http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial-services/purchasing/

All questions answered will be posted as an addendum to the 
ACPS web site.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (180) days 
after the opening of proposals except as may be set forth in the 
RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any 
or all proposals and to waive any informalities in any proposal.

Gerald W. Amacker (Jerry)
ACPS Senior Buyer
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We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.
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CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Light tomorrow
with today!.

-Elizabeth 
Barret Browing

Do what you can, with what you
have, where you are.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409 Hnhhandyman.com

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Power Washing
Go from green to clean, do you have

mold on your siding rotten wood that’s
a hoa voilation? We do houses, decks,
fences, side walks, etc. Deck and fence

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION
Do what 

you can, with
what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

EmploymentEmployment

DaVita Inc. requires a Social Worker
(SD0125) at Alexandria, VA responsible 

for providing support and information to 
patients and their families to maximize 

the psychosocial functioning and adjust-
ment of the patient in end stage renal 

disease. Req MS in Social Work or rel field 
& 1 yr expe in the job or in a position 
performing similar job duties.  Send 

resumes W/job code & Title to Debbie 
Cookman, 2321 West Morehead St., 

Charlotte, NC 28208.EOE.

Mount Vernon medical practice is seeking 

a Part-time Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant

(18-24 hours per week).  Candidate should 
have prior administrative experience 

preferably in the medical practice 
environment.  Excellent communication 

and organizational skills required.  Please 
email resume to mygutdoc@hotmail.com.

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

From Page 8

Opinion

Opioid
which are designed to address this prob-
lem without criminalizing people, in the
absence of criminal activity, who become
addicts.

I also worked closely with member of the
Appropriations Committee to secure a 2.5
percent cost of living adjustment for the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) program. While I asked initially for
a 10 percent increase, I am glad the Gen-
eral Assembly realizes the need to do what
it can despite a critical $1.25 billion bud-
get shortfall.

I continue to fight for increasing teacher
salaries and providing more monies for K-
12 in the budget. We will have a full floor
debate on those issues later this week.

I am sorry to report that my bill to en-
courage recycling options for Compact Fluo-
rescent Light bulbs (CFLs) failed to report
out of committee. Despite having biparti-
san support, my legislation fell victim to the
reality of hectic scheduling, as 4 yes votes
were absent from the hearing. While there
was a motion to report the bill, the votes
were 10-10 and it failed to progress. I will
bring this legislation back next year.

I welcome your feedback as the session
progresses. Please send me an email at
delpkrizek@house.virginia.gov or come
visit me in Richmond. It is an honor to serve
you in Richmond and I look forward to vis-
iting with you at one of my two town meet-
ings on Feb. 11.

Crossover
From Page 9

that they are not equal, and that is not
acceptable.

I’m continuing my efforts to advance sen-
sible gun violence prevention. I introduced
a bill that would’ve made it a crime for
adults to allow children under five to handle
guns. This failed to advance out of commit-
tee despite the fact that, just in the last year,
more than 50 people were killed in the U.S.
by toddlers handling firearms. Unfortu-
nately, all bills that promote gun violence
prevention continue to face unyielding op-
position from by groups like the Virginia
Citizens Defense League.

My agenda also includes a range of other
topics. I advanced a bill through the Sen-
ate which saves a step for small businesses
in obtaining their ABC licenses. In partner-
ship with the Virginia Young Democrats, I
also put forward legislation to mandate
Family Life Education in all Virginia school
divisions to reduce teen pregnancy.

Join me and other area legislators where
we will provide an update on the 2017 leg-
islative session and answer your questions.

❖ Mt. Vernon: Saturday, Feb. 11, 9:-11
a.m., Whitman Middle School, 2500 Parkers
Lane, Alexandria, with Sen. Scott Surovell
and Del. Paul Krizek.

In case of severe weather, check my Twit-
ter feed (@AdamEbbin), AdamEbbin.com/
TownMeetings, follow me on Facebook at
www.Facebook/EbbinCampaign or call my
office at 571-384-8957.
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