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Give us call today for details about our
dental care special and to schedule your pet’s

FREE pre-treatment dental evaluation!

News

By Bill Bronrott

The Connection

C
lifton resident Debbie Sausville represented
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) at
a recent Capitol Hill news conference where Ad-

vocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates) issued
“report cards” rating all 50 states and the District of Co-
lumbia on their progress toward adopting 15 optimal laws

that scientific studies, data analysis and real world ex-
perience show are effective at preventing death and in-
jury on roadways.

The D.C.-based highway and auto safety watchdog
group unveiled its “2017 Roadmap of State Highway
Safety Laws” report as a call to action for lawmakers in
every state capital to close gaps in 15 laws covering seat
belts, child booster seats, teen graduated driver licensing
programs, motorcycle helmets, impaired driving, and
texting while driving.

The Advocates’ report rated each state Green (good),
Yellow (caution) or Red (danger) based on the number
of the 15 traffic safety measures enacted into law.

Advocates’ vice president of governmental affairs Cathy
Chase, a resident of Falls Church, revealed that, “Virginia
received a Red report card and was rated among the worst
performing states in the nation for having adopted only
five of the 15 laws. The Commonwealth is lacking a front
and rear primary enforcement seat belt law, booster seat
law, six of seven teen driving provisions, and an open

Report Card
Virginia’s 2017 Highway Safety Laws Report Card
(Black = credit; Red** = missing law)

OCCUPANT PROTECTION
** Primary Enforcement Seat Belt Law for all front seat occupants
** Primary Enforcement Seat Belt Law for rear seat occupants
* All-Rider Motorcycle Helmet Law

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY
** Child Booster Seats: Children who have outgrown the height and

weight limit of a forward-facing car safety seat should be placed in a
booster seat until at least age eight and 57 inches tall.

GRADUATED DRIVER’S LICENSING FOR TEENS
** Minimum Age 16 for Learner’s Permit
* 6-Month Holding Period: A beginning teen driver must be supervised by

an adult licensed driver at all times during the learner’s stage. If the
learner is citation-free for six months, he or she may progress to the
intermediate stage.

** Supervised Driving Requirement: At least 50 hours of behind-the-wheel
training, including 10 hours at night, with an adult licensed driver.

** Nighttime Driving Restriction: No unsupervised driving from at least 10
p.m. to 5 a.m. seven days a week.

** Passenger Restriction: No more than one non-familial passenger under
age 21.

** Cell Phone Restriction: No use of cellular devices (hand-held, hands-
free, text messaging) by beginning teen drivers, except in the case of
an emergency.

** Age 18 Unrestricted License: A teen driver is prohibited from obtaining
an unrestricted licensed until age 18, and either the nighttime or
passenger restrictions must last until age 18.

IMPAIRED DRIVING
* Ignition interlocks for all drunk driving offenders
* Child Endangerment Law: Penalties for people who drive while impaired

with children in the vehicle.
** Open Container Law

DISTRACTED DRIVING
* All-Driver Text Messaging Restriction

Source: Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety

Virginia’s highway safety
report card marked in red.

Improve Driver Laws, Reduce Road Deaths

container law.”
The neighboring states of Maryland, West Virginia and

North Carolina earned Yellow ratings, and the District
of Columbia and Delaware received Green scores.

In Virginia, 753 people died in traffic crashes in 2015,
seven percent higher than the 703 fatalities in 2014.
The annual economic cost of crashes is nearly $5 billion
in Virginia.

Sausville’s stepdaughter Lauren, at age 16, died in a
crash in Fairfax County in 2004 after drinking under-
age. She had only obtained her driver’s license three
weeks earlier. Over the past decade, Sausville has vol-
unteered with MADD to speak out for greater teen driv-
ing safety. She welcomed the new report for “putting a
bright spotlight on dangerous loopholes in our laws
through which children and adults are suffering need-
lessly,” and called for “our state lawmakers to embrace

See Reduce Deaths,  Page 7

Photo by Bill Bronrott

MADD volunteer
Debbie Sausville of
Clifton with a
photo of her
stepdaughter
Lauren who, at age
16, died in a crash
after drinking.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

R
ob Anderson was prescribed 30
days-worth of hydrocodone for
pain, after he had four wisdom
teeth removed in 10th grade. “I

took one of them and I didn’t like it, it gave
me a sick feeling,” Anderson said. “And I
had another 29 days worth of these pain-
killers that I could’ve done anything with.”

Anderson said he just threw them away.
He could have sold them, given them away,
but he didn’t.

He didn’t question the prescription when
at the oral surgeon’s; his parents took care
of picking it up, though they thought the
regimen was “crazy too.”

Many like Anderson have been hanging
on to those excess addictive pain pills, and
taking the full prescription for no other rea-
son than to finish it.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, the majority of drug overdose deaths
in the United States involve an opioid — a
trend on the rise and arguably linked to the
amount of those meds being prescribed.
Deaths from prescription opioids such as
oxycodone, hydrocodone and methadone
have more than quadrupled since 1999,
according to the CDC.

Heroin use is also trending up, and ex-
perts say 75 percent of new users reported
abusing prescription opioids before switch-
ing to heroin — a cheaper alternative.

Fairfax County and Virginia aren’t ex-
cluded from what’s being called an epi-
demic.

“We’re still better than some jurisdictions
in Virginia,” said Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-
Springfield), “The Shenandoah Valley,
Roanoke area, it’s devastating down there.

“But the situation is getting worse here,”
Herrity added. The supervisor has hosted
several town hall meetings to raise aware-
ness to the issue. In a newsletter earlier this
year, he reported that in the final week of
2016, there were four heroin overdose
deaths in Fairfax County in a two-day pe-
riod.

“We must face the fact that the opioid
crisis is in our neighborhoods and schools,”
Herrity wrote.

The CDC recommends improving opioid
prescribing to reduce people’s exposure to
the drugs and prevent and stop addiction.

Working with Herrity, Del. Tim Hugo (R-
40) developed and introduced a bill to limit
prescriptions of opioid pain medicine.

“It’s heartbreaking to hear some of these
stories,” Hugo said. “People get addicted,
have family members addicted. You feel for

Anderson is a legislative aide for Hugo.
When he told the delegate about his own
experience with excessive prescribing, it
only further solidified how pervasive it is.

Hugo’s bill HB 1885, which passed both
the Virginia House and Senate as of Feb.
15, and will go before Gov. Terry McAuliffe,
limits opioid prescriptions to seven days.
Otherwise the prescriber is required to re-
quest information about the patient from
the Prescription Monitoring Program.

“Too often patients are intentionally vis-
iting more than one physician and are be-
ing prescribed multiple opioids,” said Hugo
said in a statement. “Directing physicians
to verify a patient’s prescription history can
prevent inadvertent overprescribing and
help in reducing opioid addiction.”

Though Hugo considers the bill a win, he
likens the overdose epidemic to the scourge
of sex trafficking that he pushed legislation
to curb for at least four years. “I assume
we’re going to be doing the same thing
here,” said Hugo. “We have to keep chip-
ping away at it. This is one definitely worth
fighting for.

“We’ve got a big fight on our hands,” Hugo
added, “but this is a big step in the right
direction. It’s something attacking all socio-
economic groups. I really think you have to
push back.”

Hugo’s Opioid Prescription Limit Bill Passes
Deaths from prescription opioids have more than quadrupled since 1999.
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By Tim Peterson

The Connection

O
vernight, Alexandria resident
Carol Quick’s 9-year-old son de-
veloped an eating disorder — an

obsessive-compulsive disorder, anxiety. “He
started displaying very unusual and alarm-
ing symptoms, when he was 9,” Quick said.
“Enough so that we sought help from the
pediatrician, had to go to emergency room
for dehydration.” At the time, Quick’s pe-
diatrician dismissed the symptoms as sim-
ply anxiety.

Two years later, Quick’s son became sig-
nificantly worse. A psychiatrist suggested
he might be suffering from Pediatric Au-
toimmune Neuropsychiatric Disorders As-
sociated with Streptococcal Infections (PAN-
DAS).

After waiting months for an appointment
with a specialist, the Quicks’ first PANDAS
diagnosis was confirmed. Their son was
barely able to leave the house to attend
school, he was so underweight due to self-
imposed restricted eating.

“For an 11-year-old to have such severe,
despondent, depression, he didn’t under-

stand.” Quick said. “He knew something
was wrong, but didn’t know why. He was
sad, embarrassed. Just by not wanting to
be at school, feeling so scared when he was
there.”

In PANDAS, the body produces antibod-
ies in reaction to the strep bacteria, some
of which target the brain, which can result
in inflammation, OCD tics and other neu-
ropsychiatric symptoms.

Diagnosing PANDAS is clinical, rather
than laboratory-based, and many physicians
don’t have a protocol for treating it, accord-
ing to the National Institute of Mental
Health. The PANDAS Network information
and advocacy nonprofit estimates PANDAS
and the related Pediatric Acute-onset Neu-
ropsychiatric Syndrome (PANS) affects as
many as 1 in 200 children.

“They also were still very skeptical this
was an actual, true, diagnosis,” Quick said
of her experience with various doctors,
“which is just so disheartening when you’re
trying to help your child. Finally you real-
ize what he has can be treated. And your
pediatrician says I don’t really think that’s
true.”

Quick said it’s very difficult to get treat-
ment for PANDAS because there are so few
specialists, and those that exist don’t take
insurance.

Teresa Champion of Springfield had a
similarly slow and frustrating process with
her son becoming diagnosed and treated for

PANDAS.
But Champion’s son, 23, had a pre-exist-

ing condition of autism that “muddied the
water” for a lot of practitioners. That was
seen as the root of other issues.

Like Quick’s son, he had sudden-onset
separation anxiety, panic attacks and an
eating disorder.

“This is a diagnosis that waxes and
wanes,” Champion said. “It isn’t just bacte-
rial, it can be viruses, cold, flu, that trig-
gers the immune system to respond. The
difference is my son really didn’t get treat-
ment. The diagnosis teased out from autism
until much older. It was determined to be
pediatric, many practitioners don’t think it
carried over into adulthood, which is ab-
surd.”  Quick and Champion agree, by far
the most challenging aspect of PANDAS is
getting medical treatment. They’re hoping
that that will change, for their sons and
other living with either diagnosed or undi-
agnosed PANDAS or PANS, with a bill
brought to the Virginia General Assembly
by Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41).

HB 2404 CALLS FOR creating an advi-
sory council on PANDAS and PANS. The
purpose of this body, according to the bill
summary, would be to “advise the Commis-
sioner of Health on research, diagnosis,
treatment, and education relating to these
identified disorders and syndrome.”

Champion hopes a group like this would

be able to raise the level of education and
training for physicians in Virginia, so there
can be more treatment, including antibiot-
ics, steroids and cognitive behavioral
therapy.

Filler-Corn’s bill passed the House of Del-
egates on Feb. 7. The senate passed it with
amendments on Feb. 20. One day later, the
House agreed to the amendments and
adopted it by a vote of 93 to 4.

“Having the opportunity to work with Ms.
Champion, Jessica Gavin and so many other
Virginians who have loved ones are affected
by this disease is a reminder of why I ran
for office in the first place — to help make
people’s lives better,” Filler-Corn said in a
statement. “For many parents, it takes an
average of three years and eight different
doctors before their child is diagnosed with
PANS. Creating this advisory council will
bring much needed awareness to this de-
bilitating disease. I am grateful for the over-
whelming bipartisan support this bill has
received.”

Quick said their hope is that with this leg-
islation, more and more pediatricians will
recognize it. “There are probably a lot of
kids suffering from symptoms that are re-
lated to PANDAS,” she said, “and not get-
ting treated. Because people don’t know
what it is.” For more information, visit
www.nimh.nih.gov/labs-at-nimh/research-
areas/clinics-and-labs/pdnb/web.shtml and
www.pandasnetwork.org.

Filler-Corn’s HB 2404 Passes with Amendments
Bill would create
PANDAS advisory
council.

Del. Tim Hugo (R-40) is joined by
constituent Sam Hillenberg, who’s
working as a General Assembly
page during this legislative ses-
sion. Hugo’s HB 1885 limiting
opioids prescriptions has passed
both the House of Delegates and
Senate.

them. Everyone’s realizing there’s a great
problem out there.”

Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

F
ifteen-year-old Damaris Reyes
Rivas’ death was caused by mul-
tiple forms of trauma to the up-
per body, the medical examiner

reports. But Fairfax County Chief of Police
Edwin Roessler called the Gaithersburg,
Md., resident’s killing “savage and brutal.”

Remains of the teenager’s body were
found in the 7100 block of Wimsatt Road
in Springfield on Feb. 11. After attending a
multi-jurisdictional meeting led by the
Prince William County Police Department,
FCPD determined there were two Fairfax
County juveniles linked to a homicide in-
vestigation.

“We discovered video evidence that sug-
gested Damaris had been murdered in the
Lake Accotink area of Fairfax County,”
Roessler said at a press conference Feb. 15.

FCPD was able to identify 10 suspects
involved in the case, bringing charges of
abduction, gang participation and murder.

As of the 15th, Roessler said 10 arrests
had been made, six of which were of juve-
niles. Five murder charges were issued,
three of those were against juvenile suspects

— aged 17.
“As demonstrated in this case,” Roessler

said, “the law enforcement agencies and our
community members in the D.C. region al-
ways team up to make sure that the tireless
work of our men and women protects our
community at all times.”

Roessler said the arrests were a result of
a multijurisdictional effort, including the
Montgomery County Police Department,
Prince William Police Department, North-
ern Virginia Gang Task Force, Prince
George’s County, Lynchburg, the FBI and
Homeland Security investigations depart-
ment.

Roessler said that “gangs are an issue” in
the case but would not discuss which gang
is suspected to be involved in the murder.

Jay Lanham, director of the Northern Vir-
ginia Gang Task Force, said illegal gangs are
recruiting juveniles at a greater clip than
ever before. “We’re seeing a lot of increase
in recruiting in high schools and middle
schools,” he said, “which is alarming to us.”

Lanham said gangs offer protection, se-
curity, things youths think they need. But
they’re also dangerous to separate from, he
said.

Lanham and Roessler both encouraged

parents to be on the lookout for their chil-
dren, to be involved with their lives and
knowledgeable of their whereabouts.

“This is difficult to combat,” Roessler said,
“but we have great detectives. We’ll be tire-
less in making arrests. And teamwork is

Five Suspects Charged with Gang-Related Murder
Roessler calls killing “savage and brutal.”

“We discovered video evidence that suggested
Damaris Reyes Rivas had been murdered in the
Lake Accotink area of Fairfax County,” FCPD
Chief of Police Edwin Roessler (right) said at a
press conference Feb. 15. FCPD was able to
identify 10 suspects involved in the case, bring-
ing charges of abduction, gang participation
and murder.

Fifteen-year-old
Damaris Reyes Rivas’
death was caused by
multiple forms of
trauma to the upper
body, the medical
examiner reports.
But Fairfax County
Chief of Police Edwin
Roessler called the
Gaithersburg, Md.,
resident’s killing
“savage and brutal.”

what’s needed. That’s what we did to bring
10 individuals to justice.”

Roessler said it’s not known whether the
dead teenager was being trafficked, nor
would he comment on a motive for the kill-
ing or details of the injuries.
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A
t the Key Center school for students
with severe intellectual disabilities,
Apple iPads are a game-changer.

That’s according to Fairfax County school-
based technology specialist Nicole Bracken.

“There’s this immediate connection,”
Bracken said, of students using educational
applications on the digital tablets. “They can
figure things out… there’s an element of
interaction, immediacy.”

Many of the students, due to their dis-
ability, have difficulty focusing on some-
thing something beyond themselves. Pro-
grams on the iPads give them the ability to
demonstrate and experiment with cause-
and-effect relationships real time, another
skill with which many of the Key students
struggle.

Six years ago, Key began a pilot program
with iPod Touch devices, which Bracken said
was very successful. Having a tactile device
that allowed students to communicate and
express themselves was invaluable. The
iPads took that to another level.

Key had been operating with 28 iPads, at
least one in each classroom. On Feb. 16,
the school received a donation of 18 more
from the Koinonia Foundation.

Koinonia is a non-profit organization
based in Franconia that has been providing
emergency relief services to people living
in Lee District for the last half-century. That
includes a food pantry, clothing closet,
Hopper’s bike donation program and Christ-
mas Wishes, where clients make an appoint-
ment to shop for donated toys, clothing,
games, gift cards for their families.

After a formal presentation program,
Koinonia executive director Robert Petitti
toured the school with Bracken to see some
of the older iPads in use.

In some classrooms, they can be linked
to the teacher’s computer to make the les-
son more accessible and easy to follow for
the student.

In other classrooms, the iPad can be used
as a reward for good behavior or complet-
ing a task. Five minutes of free time is most
often used to watch videos on YouTube,
Bracken said, like any other student.

Petitti said about 90 percent of the fund-
ing for the iPads came from one Koinonia
donor. And while the Key Center is situated

in Springfield, it services students from half
of Fairfax County and the iPads donation
was a great outreach of the foundation’s
mission.

The Key Center school is located at 6404
Franconia Road in Springfield, attached to
Key Middle School.

— Tim Peterson

Franconia-Based Koinonia Donates iPads to Key Center

The Koinonia Foundation donated 18 Apple iPads to
the Key Center School in Springfield on Feb. 16.

Many of the students, due to their disability, have
difficulty focusing on something something beyond
themselves. Programs on the iPads give them the
ability to demonstrate and experiment with cause-
and-effect relationships real time, another skill with
which many of the Key students struggle.
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By Marilyn Campbell

N
atasha had been abandoned and was wan-
dering the streets of Arlington under the
blaze of a hot summer sun when she was

rescued and taken to a local shelter. When handlers
at the shelter leashed the German Shepherd mix, she
became aggressive with other animals. After months
of behavior classes, however, she began to trust and
her pugnacious disposition became docile. Within
months, Natasha was adopted by a family with small
children.

“Most people wouldn’t think of a German Shep-
herd as a kid-friendly dog, but that’s a great example
of how by taking a dog at their face value and look-
ing at their personality rather than their breed, you
can end up with a great dog that you wouldn’t have
thought of before,” said Chelsea Lindsey, communi-
cations specialist for the Animal Welfare League of
Arlington.

Lindsey says that Natasha’s adoption dispels a com-
mon misconception that certain breeds are better
suited than others for families with children. Lindsey
and other shelter counselors say that when selecting
a family pet, parents should consider factors such as
the animal’s temperament and the family’s ability to
afford and care for a dog properly.

“We don’t say there are breeds that are better with
kids than others. Some pit bulls are great with kids
and some aren’t,” said Lindsey. “You really have to
look at the individual personality of the dog. Are they
going to let kids tug on their ear or take away their
toys? Just because a dog is a lab or golden retriever
doesn’t mean that they’re going to be good with kids.”

Before selecting a pet, families should do an as-
sessment of their ability to give the new pet proper
socialization, training, exercise, and attention. “You
have to be realistic and honest with yourself,” said
Lindsey. “Puppies are appealing and hard to turn
down, but they’re a lot of work. Maybe your family
is looking for an adult dog that is already house
trained.”

One of the first steps to successful pet ownership
is beginning with an animal that is the right fit. Coun-
selors are on hand at local shelters to help with the
adoptions process. “We want to understand your
family’s environment and match it up with the best
dog,” said Gina Lynch, outreach coordinator for the

Humane Society of Fairfax County, Inc. “Half the
people who walk in to adopt a specific dog end up
adopting something else after they talk to a counse-
lor. You might want a puppy, for example, but if you’re
gone a lot during the day, an older dog that doesn’t
need as much attention might be a better match.”

“When anyone adopts a dog, it’s important to work
closely with the counselors who know the dog best,
so they can tell you about any personality issues,”
continued Lynch. “If a dog has recently lost its own-
ers, for example, it might be depressed.”

Becoming familiar with an animal’s history before
deciding to adopt is one of the recommendations
Lynch offers. “It’s like when you buy a used car, you
want to know all you can about the car so that you
can be an informed buyer,” she said.

One-on-one counseling for families to help with
the adjustment of adding a pet to a family is recom-
mended, says Lynch. “We teach families that dogs
have to have their own space and an area to eat,”
she said. “We want to give the best advice to make it
a good situation. That’s why the whole family has to
be there. Until the dog gets used to your household,
it’s best to give the animal their space.”

Often, young children don’t have the emotional
maturity necessary to control their feelings or the
skill set and physical strength needed to care for an
animal, says Lynch, so interactions with family pets
must be observed closely by a parent to help ensure
safety.

“With regard to bringing a pet home, supervision
is key in all interactions to make sure that both the
child and the animal are safe and comfortable and
being handled appropriately,” said Joanna Fortin,
community outreach and adoptions manager for the
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria. “It can take
weeks to months to get acclimated, particularly if
the pet hasn’t lived with a child before. We encour-
age parents to be vigilant for a few months. We ad-
vise them about the potential issues that could arise
so that they can coexist peacefully.”

“When the family does bring the animal home, we
do encourage people to use caution around food, toys
or other items of high value to the dog,” added Fortin.
“Proactively setting boundaries with the child, like
[not] touching [the dog] when he’s eating or taking
toys out of his mouth. Respecting those boundaries
can generally set them up for success.”

Matching Pets to Their Owners
Recommended Reading

For those considering adopting a pet, see
www.livingwithkidsanddogs.com/.

Animal shelters’ counselors help
families find the right fit for a pet.
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Springfield
Opinion

A
lexandria and Arlington each have
a meals tax, both enacted without a
referendum because as urban forms
of government in Virginia, their lo-

cal elected bodies were authorized to
enact the tax legislatively.

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
had to put the meals tax on the ballot
for voters to decide, and after a heated cam-
paign, the tax was voted down decisively.

Elections have consequences, a fact being
affirmed on every level right now.

In Fairfax County, this means a more diffi-
cult budget process going forward than might
otherwise have been the case. The vast major-
ity of Fairfax County’s $3.99 billion budget is
financed by property taxes, and the proposed
budget is based on no property tax increase.

The meals tax would have provided about
$80 million for the schools; the current bud-
get falls $61 million short of the FCPS request.

While County Executive Ed Long has said
there can be no new programs in the budget
defined by no tax increase, we all know that
some things could be cut to make room for
new, needed programs. Long will conduct an
online chat answer budget questions on Fri-
day, Feb. 24, at 3 p.m. Submit questions here:
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/AskFairfax/mobile/
ActiveDiscussion.aspx?roomid=131

The county will hold a series of budget town
hall meetings which will include a pre-
sentation, time for questions and feed-
back.

The Connection welcomes letters for
publication on the budget, send to

editors@connectionnewspapers.com

FAIRFAX COUNTY BUDGET
TOWN HALL MEETINGS
Tuesday, Feb. 21 - 7:30 p.m., Great Falls Citizens

Association, Great Falls Library - 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls

Saturday, March 4 - 9 a.m., Hunter Mill District
Community Meeting, Frying Pan Park, Visitors
Center - 2739 West Ox Road, Herndon

Wednesday, March 8 - 7 p.m., Providence Community
Budget Meeting, Providence Community Center -
3001 Vaden Drive, Fairfax. - First Floor Multi-
Purpose Rooms

Wednesday, March 8 - 7 p.m., Sully District Budget

Town Hall Meeting, Rocky Run Middle School -
4400 Stringfellow Road, Chantilly

Thursday, March 9 - 7 p.m., Mason District Budget
Town Hall Meeting, Mason District Government
Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale - Main
Community Room

Thursday, March 16 - 7:30 p.m., McLean Budget Public
Meeting, McLean Community Center - 1234
Ingleside Avenue, McLean.

Monday, March 20 - 7 p.m., Springfield District Budget
Town Hall Meeting, West Springfield Government
Center - 6140 Rolling Road, Springfield -
Community Room

Wednesday, March 22 - 7 p.m., Lee District Budget
Town Hall Meeting, Franconia Governmental Center
- 6121 Franconia Road, Alexandria

Monday, March 27 - 7:30 p.m., Braddock District
Budget Town Hall Meeting, Robinson Secondary
School - Recital Hall - 5035 Sideburn Road, Fairfax.

Correction
Last week’s editorial implied that in Novem-

ber 2017, the Virginia Senate will be on the
ballot. The 40 seats in the Virginia Senate will
next be on the ballot in November 2019. All
100 seats in the House of Delegates are on the
ballot this November, 2017, along with Gover-
nor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney Gen-
eral.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Budget Season in Fairfax County
Attend a town hall
meeting and express
your priorities.

Editorial

By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

W
e have one week to go
in session and negotia-
tions are rapidly reach-

ing conclusion as we push to fin-
ish our work so we can get back
to our families and our jobs.

This past week, my legislation
to raise Virginia’s threshold be-
tween misdemeanors and felonies

from $200 to
$500 failed.
V i r g i n i a ’ s
threshold has

not changed since 1981. Our ex-
isting system unnecessarily fo-
cuses police and prosecutors on
minor crimes instead of violent
crime while tainting thousands of
Virginia’s suffering from depres-
sion or drug addiction with felony
charges for life.

The House of Delegates passed
my legislation requiring Dominion
to provide better information on
coal ash pollution, disaster pre-
paredness, and recycling. I am not
happy that a permitting morato-
rium was removed, it is better than
no bill at all and the Governor will
also have a chance to amend the
legislation.

The House is also poised to pass
my legislation that would require
the police to provide police records
to next of kin in deaths involving
suicide or unattended deaths.
Some police departments refuse to
provide this information. I think

it will help
f a m i l i e s
achieve clo-
sure and as-
sure high qual-
ity policing.

Two of my
more signifi-
cant bills have
been referred

for further study. As a part-time
legislature, we frequently refer
meritorious, but complex propos-
als to groups who meet outside of
session that have better staff sup-
port, can take a deeper dive into
policy choices, and provide a
longer period for stakeholder
vetting.

My legislation that would re-
quire school systems to purchase
personal computing devices for all
students expected to use electronic
textbooks was sent to the Future
of Public Elementary and Second-
ary Education Joint Committee. I
am hopeful we will finally come
up with some guidelines to make
a personal digital device an essen-
tial learning tool in the Common-
wealth.

Also, my legislation requiring
regulation of predatory internet
lenders was sent to the Virginia’s
Bureau of Financial Institutions
who was directed to create a work-
ing group to propose a regulatory
framework in 2018. Today,
internet lenders are making loans
in Virginia at rates north of 500
percent. For example, this week I

went to www.cashnetusa.com and
they are offering loans for $100,
$300, or $1,800 at a daily rate of
0.8192 percent or in other words
— an APR of 299 percent before
you include the 15 percent “trans-
action fee” on your initial loan.
This means if you borrow $100
and make no payments you would
owe $458.86 after one year before
late fees. Others have seen rates
as high as 5,000 percent. We need
to get this under control.

This week, I also hope to be part
of negotiating the final terms of
my legislation placing controls on
the City of Alexandria’s raw sew-
age discharges.

The House passed similar legis-
lation that takes a different ap-
proach. Also, about 10 more of my

Coal Ash Bill Passes

Commentary

bills are set to pass the House of
Delegates this week.

We will begin the process of
packing up our office in prepara-
tion of moving to temporary office
space for the next four years. The
current General Assembly Build-
ing is an agglomeration of four
asbestos-laden, leaky, and unreli-
able buildings with uncoordinated
elevators and lousy accessibility.
We will move down the hill for
four years as “the GAB” is demol-
ished and reconstructed through
2022. Finally, I have received
nearly 400 responses to my Con-
stituent Survey. Please make sure
you provide your opinions soon at
www.scottsurovell.org/survey.

It is an honor to serve as your
state senator.

The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must
be signed. Include home address and home and business

numbers. Letters are routinely edited for libel, grammar,
good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call 703-917-6444

Email south@connectionnewspapers.com

Write
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

these lifesaving laws to help
keep families safe and whole.”

Sausville praised Virginia for
having already adopting two of
MADD’s priorities laws — an igni-
tion interlock requirement for all
drunk driving offenders and child
endangerment penalties for those
who drive drunk with children in
the car.

“It is now time to finally ban the
possession and consumption of
alcohol beverages in motor ve-
hicles in Virginia, which is already
the law in 40 states and D.C.,”
Sausville said.

Chase pointed out that Virginia’s
seat belt law loophole allows back
seat passengers to ride unbuckled
and front seat belt use is still a sec-
ondary offense in the state, mean-
ing that police cannot stop a ve-
hicle just because an occupant is
not buckled up. Front seat occu-
pants can be ticketed for not wear-
ing a seat belt only if the driver is
stopped for another offense.

In 2014, Virginia’s seat belt use
rate lagged 10 points behind the
national average of 87 percent.

An estimated 287 lives were
saved by seat belt use in Virginia
in 2015, but an additional 113
deaths could have been prevented
if all vehicle occupants had been
buckled up, according to the U.S.
Department of Transportation (US
DOT).

“Most states and D.C. have a
primary seat belt law for front seat
occupants,” Chase said, “and their
belt use rates are higher than sec-
ondary enforcement states like Vir-
ginia.”

In 2016, states with primary en-
forcement seat belt laws for front
seat passengers had a 92 percent
average belt use rate, while belt
use in states with secondary en-
forcement laws was 83 percent,
according to US DOT data.

The Virginia-based Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety
(IIHS) has found that when states
strengthen their laws from second-
ary to primary enforcement, driver
death rates drop by an estimated
seven percent.

The theme of the 2017 roadmap
report is “Have We Forgotten What
Saves Lives?” Chase said that “as
a safety advocate and a Virginia
parent, I hope the answer to this
question is a resounding ‘No.’ This
failing report card should serve as
a wake-up call for our state
policymakers to advance the 10
basic, effective laws we’re cur-
rently lacking.”

Visit saferoads.org/roadmaps/.

From Page 2

News

Reduce
Deaths
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Pet Connection

Pugsley & Lola
Introducing Pugsley and Lola Tobin: Pugsley (left) is 13 years old and
Lola (right) is 11 years old. They are best friends who love cuddling,
watching TV, eating anything and relaxing on the deck during the fall.
Pugsley (right) is pictured in her wheelchair because she has a back
disease that causes her back legs to become paralyzed — although, this
doesn’t stop her! These two are the best additions to our family.

— The Tobins, Springfield

Cherry Juice
Here are two photos of our daughter Sydney Bryant and her cat Cherry
Juice – one when she was 3 years old and Cherry Juice was a newly
adopted kitten from a barnyard litter and a recent photo of a high
school grad and her loving pet. Sydney picked Cherry Juice from the
many kittens in the litter and also picked his unique name. Cherry Juice
passed away on Feb. 1, 2017 after 15 years of loving companionship
with Sydney. They grew up together. Our family is saddened at the loss
of Cherry Juice — especially his devoted owner Sydney. Rest in Peace
Cherry Juice.

— Doug Bryant, Clifton

Mojo
Mojo, of Fairfax Station, playing with with a Hatchable at Christmas
time. Mojo enjoying the Sunset on Smith Mountain Lake.

Overseeing Editorial Work
Connection Newspapers community reporter Tim Peterson doesn’t
always work at a desk, but when he does, one roommate’s calico Sassy
Chupacabra often likes to oversee editorial operations.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
T
i
m

 
P
e
t
e
r
s
o

n
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n



Springfield Connection  ❖  February 23 - March 1, 2017  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Spring is in the air, the perfect time 
for a fresh Kitchen update!

703-339-0300   •   www.gereli.com

Pet Connection

Cocoa Latte
Mike Salmon of
Lorton with Cocoa
Latte overlooking the
Potomac River.

Max & Priss
Max (5) and Priss (not yet 2) are certified
therapy dogs with Therapy Dogs Interna-
tional. I have shown Max in obedience and
will be showing Priss. With the partnership
of Kaiser Permanente Medical Group of Mid-
Atlantic, I started a dog therapy pilot pro-
gram in 2015. We visit about 20 medical
centers including infusion/chemotherapy
and behavioral health departments. The dogs
bring humor and warmth to both members
and staff. They are wonderful additions to
our complete health care program.

— Sherri Locke,

4 Paws Therapy by Kaiser Permanente

Lap Dog
Eddie, 8, with Mabel, 2. When trying to get a picture, Mabel finally sat
down on Eddie’s lap. This is our 125 lb. lap dog, Mabel!

— Jennifer Zaptin, Fairfax Station

Riley
This is our sweet poodle
Riley with our daughter,
ENS Julia Van Beek just
before her first deploy-
ment in October 2016.
Riley was adopted as a

puppy and has been with
us for 14 1/2 years. My

daughter has been on
deployment since Oct. 14
on the USS Makin Island

(LHD-8) (based out of San
Diego) and she is missed

by all, especially Riley,
and cannot wait to have

her back home safely.
— Gay Van Beek,

Fairfax Station
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Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or
call 703-778-9416. The deadline is the
Friday prior to the next paper’s publica-
tion at noon. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

ONGOING
FPA Television Series. Through Feb.

28, arious times on Verizon FiOS TV
and Cox Communications in Fairfax
County, and by Comcast in Reston.
The specials will air on FPA
CHANNEL 10, FPA INTERNATIONAL
CABLE 30, and FPA SPIRITUAL TV
36. Fairfax Public Access (FPA), will
premiere a special series of new
movies and documentaries
throughout February, in recognition
of Black History Month.

Senior Line Dancing 1-2 p.m. Little
RIver Glen Senior Center 4001
Barker Court, Fairfax. Line Dancing is
a gentle, social form of aerobic
activity. Studies have shown it aids in
warding off Alzheimer’s disease. No
previous experience needed. Cost: $5
per 8 week session.
barbriba@hotmail.com 703-524-
3739

Fairfax Pets on Wheels New
Volunteer Orientation First
Wednesday of each month. 7:30-9
p.m. 3001 Vaden Drive, Fairfax. An
orientation for new volunteers
interested in visiting residents of
nursing homes and assisted living
facilities with their approved pets
through the Fairfax Pets On Wheels
program is held the first Wednesday
of every month starting at 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.fpow.org for each month’s
location. Prior to attending, please
complete the online application
found at www.fpow.org/volunteer.
Please do NOT bring pets to this
orientation. Also, see weather policy
for possible cancellations.
www.fpow.org, 703-324-5424 or
dfspetsonwheels@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Carolina Shag. Wednesdays. 6:30-10
p.m. Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.

FUN-Exercise Thursdays, noon-12:50
p.m. Grace Presbyterian Church
Family Room, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Inova certified exercise
instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current
events conversation. Muscle, Balance,
Strength Training using stretch bands
and weights both standing and
seated exercises. Instructor donation
is $5. moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703-
499-6133.

“Out of the Blue…” Art Show
Workhouse Arts Center. Through
March 8, at 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. Building 9 Hours: Wednesday
- Sunday 11 - 6 p.m. Part of the
Workhouse Arts Center 2nd Saturday
Artwalk. “Out of the Blue…” is the
featured artist show of Karen Chin.
Her collection of pieces are “Out of
the Blue” unrelated topics and
represent a collection of subject
matter that has been accumulating
on her art to-do list. The show
includes a nod to the hearts, reds and
pinks of February.

EXERCISE PROGRAM Mondays and
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. year-round at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Rd. Fairfax. The exercises
are for strength, balance and
maintaining limberness. Contact
SCFB office at 703-426-2824 for
more information.

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe).
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you
always want to converse in Hebrew?
Join Na’ama each week for
conversational Hebrew. You will
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun

and interactive way while learning
more about Israel. Free, however we
ask that you try to attend regularly.
RSVP Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.

Smoke Free Bingo. 7 p.m. Every
Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire
Department, 4081 University Drive,
Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot (with breaks
for smoking friends).
www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638.

English Conversation Groups
weekly at George Mason, Burke
Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice
and improve your English. Day and
start times vary. Visit: https://
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp

Stories From Strawberry Park 10-
11 a.m. Tuesdays in Mosaic,
Strawberry Park, 2910 District Ave.,
Fairfax. Enjoy a live interactive
performance each week. For ages 10
and under. Held outside in
Strawberry Park. In inclement
weather and October through April,
storytime will be held in Angelika
Film Center. Visit www.fxva.com/
listing/mosaic-district/2326/.

Funday Monday 10:30 a.m., every
Monday at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. There will
be music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. It is
open to children of all ages, however
especially for those who haven’t yet
started school. Programs are free and
open to the public, donations are
gratefully appreciated. There is
ample free parking in the downtown

area, and stroller access at the rear of
Old Town Hall on Main St. 703-385-
7858 www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts

THURSDAY/FEB. 23
Volunteer Awards. 2 p.m. at

Greenspring Village, 7470 Spring
Village Drive. Service Awards to
residents and non-residents who
volunteer both at Greenspring and
with Greenspring-related service
activities in the greater community.
Call 703- 451-4256 for more.

FRIDAY/FEB. 24
Angry Birds Event and Movie. 6-

8:45 p.m. at Sherwood Community
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway.
Games, snacks and movie. $15. Call
703-385-7858.

Cello and Piano Concert. 8 p.m. at
Old Town Hall, 3999 University
Drive. The Bonita Lestina Old Town
Hall Performance Series with
cathedral Brass is under the direction
of L. Thomas Vining. Call 703-385-
7858 or visit www.fairfaxva.gov/
culturalarts.

SATURDAY/FEB. 25
Black History Month

Commemoration. 9 a.m. at the
Kings Park Community Library, 9000
Burke Lake Road. Call 703-978-5600
or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov for
more.

Brothers at Arms in the American

Revolution. 11 a.m. at City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St. Book talk by local author,
Larrie D. Ferreiro. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library or
call 703-293-6227 x6.

Art and Lunch. Noon-3 p.m. at Village
Gallery, 3950 University Drive. Bring
lunch and enjoy the company of
other artists. Free and open to the
public. New members welcome.
Please visit the Fairfax Art League on
Facebook or at
www.fairfaxartleague.net or call 703-
587-9481.

Civil War Interpretive. 2-4 p.m. at
Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee
Highway. Retired educator Wes
Boutchard will unfold the incredible
story of a mulatto slave related to
Blenheim’s Willcoxon family, his
escape from slavery and the choices
he made as a free man. Call 703-591-
6728 for more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 26
American Youth Philharmonic

Orchestras. 3-5 p.m. at Fairfax
High School, 3501 Rebel Run.
Sibelius, Finlandia and Liszt, Les
Preludes concert. Visit www.aypo.org
for more information.

Burke Historical Society. 3:30-5
p.m. at Pohick Regional Library,
6450 Sydenstricker Road. Brian
Slawski, BHS Vice President and
Programs Chair, will conclude his
series on jazz in Northern Virginia
and the District, past and present,
with a look at local jazz festivals,
instruction, and radio. Free. Visit
www.burkehistoricalsociety.org for
more.

Into the Joy of Spring. 4 p.m. at
Lanier Middle School, 3801
Jermantown Road. Fairfax Band
concert. Free. Visit fairfaxband.org or a
call 571-336-CFBA (2322) for more.

MONDAY/FEB. 27
Funday Monday. 10:30 a.m. at Old

Town Hall, 3999 University Drive.
Music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. Call
703-385-7858 or visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts for
more.

Discovering Fossils. 10:30-11:30
a.m. at Fair Oaks Mall, 11750 Fair
Oaks Mall. Learn to recognize
differences between trace and body
fossils, learn about where fossils are
found and excavated, handle real
fossils. For children in grades 3-5.

$25 per child/adult pair. Call 703-
648-3130, email info@childsci.org or
visit childsci.org for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 2
Hooligan Sparrow Film. 4:30 p.m. at

Johnson Center Cinema, George
Mason University, 4400 University
Drive. The film follows activist Ye
Haiyan to China’s Hainan Province to
protest a principal’s abuse of
elementary school girls.Visit
fams.gmu.edu/events/6438.

FRIDAY/MARCH 3
Children’s Benefit Concert. 8 p.m.

at the Epicure Cafe, 11104 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Caroline Weinroth,
Fairfax community member and local
Miss America titleholder, Miss
Mountain Laurel, will be hosting a
benefit concert for Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals with her GMU-
based band. Visit
carolineweinroth.com/missamerica
for more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 4
Film Screening. 2 p.m. at the Unity of

Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. The screening of the film
“Matt Shepard is a Friend of Mine,” a
documentary exploring the life and
death of Matthew Shepard, a gay
student murdered in 1998, in
Laramie, WY. The story of Matt
Shepard’s struggles is told through
the personal lens of his friends,
family and those who were close to
him throughout the years. Visit
mattshepard.eventbrite.com for
more.

Single Dinner and Movie Night. 5
p.m. at Uncle Julio’s, 4251 Fairfax
Corner Ave. $32 at door includes
dinner, soda, tip and movie ticket.
RSVP required. Sponsored by New
Beginnings, a support group for
separated/divorced men and women.
Call 301-924-4101 or visit
www.newbeginningsusa.org for more.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 8
Irish Luncheon. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

at Springfield Golf and Country Club,
8301 Old Keene Mill Road.
Springfield Christian Women’s
Connection will host, with musical
entertainment from bagpiper Robert
Mitchell. $20. For luncheon
reservations call 703-922 6438 or e-
mail SpringWmConn@yahoo.com by
March 3.

Entertainment

“Environmental Freedom” is part of the “Her Story” art
exhibition at the Workhouse Arts Center, 9518 Work-
house Way. Show focuses on how women have a role in
inspiring and shaping our society. The show runs March
8-April 2 and is open during gallery hours, Mon.-Fri: 11
a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun: 12-5 p.m.The artists will be on hand to
talk about their work and the processes they use at the
opening reception 6-9 p.m. on March 11. Visit
www.workhousearts.org/ for more.
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Through Feb. 28 Fairfax Public Access (FPA), will pre-
miere a special series of new movies and documentaries
throughout February, in recognition of Black History
Month. The specials will run at various times on Verizon
FiOS TV and Cox Communications in Fairfax County, and
by Comcast in Reston. The specials will air on FPA CHAN-
NEL 10, FPA INTERNATIONAL CABLE 30, and FPA
SPIRITUAL TV 36.
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center

“Loving People to Life”

b

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9418

Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or
call 703-778-9416. The deadline for sub-
missions is the Friday prior to
publication. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

FEBRUARY
Over-40 Softball League. A Fairfax-

based league is looking for enough
players to form another team. Players
must be at last 40 years of age to be
eligible. All games are doubleheaders
- played on Sundays at Bready Park
in Herndon between 11 a.m. and 6
p.m. If interested, email
skeduman@aol.com for more
information.

SATURDAY/FEB. 23
Bicycle Improvements Meeting.

6:30-8 p.m. in the cafeteria of Little
Run Elementary School, 4511 Olley
Lane, Fairfax. Meeting will focus on
proposed bicycle improvements on
Braeburn Drive from Olley Lane to
Guinea Road. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/.

SATURDAY/FEB. 25
NAACP Breakfast. 9-11 a.m. at Kings

Park Community Library, 9000 Burke
Lake Road, Burke. Network with
county officials and NAACP members
and hear more about plans for 2017.
Call 703-978-5600 for more.

Community Tax Assistance Day.
Deloitte presents its 10th annual
Community Tax Assistance Day or
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Day
(VITA) to serve qualified individuals
and families. Deloitte employee/
volunteers will assist families with
2016 Federal and state tax returns
for households with a total income of
$54,000 or less. Translations services
in Spanish, Korean and Vietnamese
will be provided. In addition,
American Sign Language interpreters
will be available. Location is Fairfax
SkillSource Center, Heritage Center,
7611 Little River Turnpike,
Annandale. Appointments are
recommended: e-mail
taxday@volunteerfairfax.org or call
703-246- 3896. Walk ins are
welcome. Additional information is
available at www.nvacash.org. On
tax preparation day, clients should
bring all pertinent documentation.
For a complete list, visit
www.volunteerfairfax.org.

MONDAY/FEB. 27
Understanding Financial Credit.

6:30 p.m. at the Richard Byrd
Library, 7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Learn why a good credit
score is important, how to improve it
and how to protect from cyber crime.
For more information call 703-451-
8055.

TUESDAY/MARCH 7
Application Deadline. The U.S. Small

Business Administration is reminding
businesses in Virginia that working
capital loans are still available to
small businesses, small agricultural
cooperatives, small businesses
engaged in aquaculture and private
nonprofit organizations affected by
the severe storms and tornadoes on
Feb. 24, 2016. Deadline to file is
March 7, 2017. https://
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. Visit
www.sba.gov/disaster or email
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.

MARCH 10-11
Free Dental Care for Adults.

Various times at NVCC, Medical
Education Campus, 6699 Springfield
Center Drive, Springfield. Free dental
care will be provided to adults with

income at or below 200 percent of
Federal Poverty Guidelines. Dental
care is generally limited to one
service per client and may include a
filling, cleaning, extraction, or root
canal. Call 703-222-0880 for
appointment.

SATURDAY/MARCH 11
Camp Fair 2017. Noon-4 p.m. at

Audrey Moore RECenter, 8100
Braddock Road, Annandale. Get
details about Park Authority camps.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
camps or call 703-324-9201.

FRIDAY/MARCH 3
Rising Above Fear. Burke

Presbyterian Church Distinguished
Speakers Series, with Omid Safi,
director of Duke University’s Islamic
Studies Center, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Being
Muslim in America: Between ISIS
and Islamophobia. Burke
Presbyterian Church, 5690 Oak
Leather Drive, Burke, 703-764-0456.
Tickets are available at
www.BurkePresChurch.org. They are
$25 for Friday and Saturday sessions
and $15 for a single session. Tickets
are limited.

SATURDAY/MARCH 4
Rising Above Fear. Burke

Presbyterian Church Distinguished
Speakers Series, with Omid Safi,
director of Duke University’s Islamic
Studies Center, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Moving Forward in Love: An
Interfaith Collaboration, Burke
Presbyterian Church, 5690 Oak
Leather Drive, Burke, 703-764-0456.
Tickets are available at
www.BurkePresChurch.org. They are
$25 for Friday and Saturday sessions
and $15 for a single session. Tickets
are limited.

TUESDAY/MARCH 7
Virginia Railway Express Hearing.

7 p.m. at “The Commons”
Community Center, 5701 Roberts
Parkway. Public hearings to solicit
comments on a proposed increase to
fares. Written comments will be
accepted through Friday, March 17.
Please mail to the attention of: VRE,
Public Comment, 1500 King Street,
Suite 202, Alexandria, VA 22314.
Send comments via email to
publiccomment@vre.org or by fax to
703-684-1313.

The U.S. Small Business
Administration is reminding
businesses in Virginia that working
capital loans are still available to
small businesses, small agricultural
cooperatives, small businesses
engaged in aquaculture and private
nonprofit organizations affected by
the severe storms and tornadoes on
Feb. 24, 2016. Deadline to file is
March 7, 2017. Visit
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela or
www.sba.gov/disaster. Email
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 8
FICA Network Meeting. 1:30 p.m. at

Fairfax County Government Center,
Rooms 9 and 10, 12000 Government
Center Parkway. Discover what faith
groups need to know about building
new houses of worship and
renovating existing spaces. Email
ncsinterfaith@fairfaxcounty.gov or
call 703-324-3453.

MONDAY/MARCH 20
Budget Town Hall. 7 p.m. at the West

Springfield Government Center, 6140
Rolling Road, Springfield. Supervisor
Pat Herrity will be hosting, with
Fairfax County Executive Ed Long.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
springfield for more.

Bulletin Board
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Community

S
upervisors Pat Herrity (R-Springfield) and
Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon) were joined
by Mount Vernon Fairfax County School

Board representative Karen Corbett Sanders in lay-
ing a wreath at the tomb of President George
Washington on Presidents’ Day. “No better way to

start President[s’] Day,” Herrity wrote in a post
on his Facebook Page. In addition to the paying of
respect to America’s first Commander in Chief, the
leaders visited the slave memorial and took in the
Mount Vernon estate grounds.

— Tim Peterson

From left, Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield), Mount Vernon Fairfax County
School Board representative Karen Corbett Sanders and Supervisor Dan Storck (D-
Mount Vernon) lay a wreath at George Washington’s tomb.

Laying a Wreath
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By Captain II Bill Lynch

Station Commander – Fire Station 13,

Dunn Loring

O
ver the weekend, firefighters from Fire Sta-
tion 13, Dunn Loring, went to a very spe-
cial birthday party. What made this party

a little more special than most was the fact that Jim
was able to attend his daughter’s first birthday. In
October, he went into cardiac arrest. 911 was called

and Engine and Medic 13 responded. For over 25
minutes he remained without a pulse, eventually
responding to cardiopulmonary treatments.

Thanks to the training and efforts of the firefighters
and paramedics on B-Shift, Jim was able to celebrate
his daughter’s first birthday.

Jim was presented with a Fire Station 13 challenge
coin and Charlotte was given a Fire Station 13 uni-
form patch for her baby book. 13 is definitely a lucky
number for this family.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Benjamin Levenson, of Burke, was
named to the dean’s list for fall 2016 at
Seton Hall University (South Orange,
N.J.).

William Gregorits and Thomas
Gregorits, of Burke, were named to
the dean’s list for fall 2016 at University

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 1
Ash Wednesday Worship. Masses at

12:15 p.m. and 7 p.m. at King of
Kings, 4025 Kings Way, Fairfax. Call
703-378-7272 for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 3
Rising Above Fear. Burke

Presbyterian Church Distinguished
Speakers Series, with Omid Safi,
director of Duke University’s Islamic
Studies Center, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Being
Muslim in America: Between ISIS
and Islamophobia. Burke
Presbyterian Church, 5690 Oak
Leather Drive, Burke, 703-764-0456.
Tickets are available at http://
www.BurkePresChurch.org. They are
$25 for Friday and Saturday sessions
and $15 for a single session. Tickets
are limited.

SATURDAY/MARCH 4
Rising Above Fear. Burke

Presbyterian Church Distinguished
Speakers Series, with Omid Safi,

director of Duke University’s Islamic
Studies Center, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Moving Forward in Love: An
Interfaith Collaboration, Burke
Presbyterian Church, 5690 Oak
Leather Drive, Burke, 703-764-0456.
Tickets are available at http://
www.BurkePresChurch.org. They are
$25 for Friday and Saturday sessions
and $15 for a single session. Tickets
are limited.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the corner
of Fairfax County Parkway and Burke
Lake Roads, holds a bible study
fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays
followed by a 10 a.m. worship
service. Nursery care and children’s
church also provided. 6401
Missionary Lane, Fairfax Station,
703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

Grace Presbyterian Church offers
Sunday school for all ages at 9:15,
and a blended worship service 10:30
a.m. every Sunday morning. Coffee
and fellowship follows worship.
Nursery care is provided from 9:00-
11:45. 7434 Bath Street, Springfield.
703-451-2900 or
www.gracepresby.org.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist
Center, 10875 Main St., Fairfax City
provides free classes to both

newcomers and advanced
practitioners of Tibetan Buddhism.
The center emphasizes working with
the mind and learning how to
understand the workings of the mind,
overcoming inner causes of suffering,
while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa
Rinpoche, the center is a place of
study, contemplation and meditation.
Visit http://www.guhyasamaja.org
for more information.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers services
at two locations, in Fairfax at 5114
Twinbrook Road and in Clifton at
13421 Twin Lakes Drive. Services in
Fairfax are held on Saturdays at 5:30
p.m. and Sundays at 8:30 and 10
a.m. Services in Clifton are held on
Sundays at 8:50 and 10:50 a.m. 703-
323-9500 or www.Lordoflifeva.org.

First Baptist Church of Springfield
offers Sunday school at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by both traditional and
contemporary worship services at
10:30 a.m. at 7300 Gary St.,
Springfield. 703-451-1500 or
www.fbcspringfield.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church, 12748
Richards Lane, Clifton, offers Sunday
worship services at 10 a.m. and Cup
of Fellowship at 11 a.m. Nursery care
is provided from 9:45-11:15 a.m.

Christian education for all ages is at
9:45 a.m. 703-830-3175.

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic
Church, 6720 Union Mill Road,
Clifton, conducts Sunday masses at
7:30 a.m., 8:45 a.m., Latin mass at
10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. It also
offers a Saturday vigil at 5:30 p.m.
and a Thursday Latin mass at 7
p.m. Additional mass offered
Monday-Friday at 6:30 a.m. (except
on Federal holidays) and 8:45 a.m.
703-817-1770 or www.st-
andrew.org.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
8304 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield, offers casual worship
services on Saturday evenings at 5:30
p.m. featuring contemporary music.
More traditional services take place
on Sunday mornings at 8:15 and 11
a.m. Sunday School is from 9:45-
10:45 a.m. for children and adults.
The church also offers discussion
groups for adults. 703-451-5855 or
www.poplc.org.

JCCNV Mothers Circle program, for
women who are not Jewish but are
raising Jewish children. Free
education in Jewish rituals, practices
and values, while respecting the
participant’s choice to retain her own
religious identity. Jewish Community

Center of Northern Virginia, 8900
Little River Turnpike in Fairfax.
Contact Laurie Albert, 703-537-3064
or HYPERLINK
“mailto:Laurie.Albert@jccnv.org”
Laurie.Albert@jccnv.org.

Franconia United Methodist
Church, 6037 Franconia Road,
Alexandria, offers traditional Sunday
church services at 8:30 a.m. and 11
a.m. plus Sunday School classes for
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Childcare is
available 8:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 703-
971-5151 or
admin@franconiaumc.org or
www.franconiaumc.org.

RCIA, Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults, is for people interested in
becoming Catholic or learning about
the Catholic Church. RCIA classes are
held on Tuesdays beginning
September 15 and continuing
through April.  The classes are
usually from 7:30 pm until 9:00 pm
and they meet in the Guadalupe
Room in the Parish Hall, 3700 Old
Lee Highway, Fairfax. A group will
begin meeting every Wednesday
starting September. Sessions are in
the Old Parish Hall. All are welcome.
Contact Carolyn Smith at 703-273-
5369 or
carolynsmith.stleos@gmail.com.

A Very Special First Birthday at Fire Station 13 School Notes

of the Sciences (Philadelphia, Pa.).

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS)
students from 21 high schools have been
named semifinalists by the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC)
for 2017. Semifinalists from West
Springfield High School include: Mary
Jane MacArthur.

Mary Oliver, of Springfield, was
named to the honors list for fall 2016 at
Mary Baldwin University (Staunton,
Va.).

Faith Notes

West Springfield Senior Honored
West Springfield High School senior Catherine Kiser was
honored by the Thomas Lee chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution in Fairfax as its 2016-17 Good
Citizens Awardee at an awards luncheon Saturday, Feb.
11 at Cedar Knoll in Alexandria. The Good Citizens award
recognizes a senior who exemplifies dependability, lead-
ership, service and patriotism.
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Bathroom and Kitchen Renovations

Handyman Services
Minor Electrical and Plumbing Services

Drywall Repair
Serving Southern Fairfax County

randy@rclhomerepairs.com
703-922-4190

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Power Washing
Go from green to clean, do you have

mold on your siding rotten wood that’s
a hoa voilation? We do houses, decks,
fences, side walks, etc. Deck and fence

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

PLUMBING PLUMBING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

It’s Never Too Early to schedule 
your pool opening for 2017

Call Jonathan Ruhe & Team
at Anthony & Sylvan Pools

Opening and Closing Packages
(4th season free if booked before April 1)

Annual Pool Maintenance Contracts 
10% OFF if booked by April.  

703-803-7374 Ext. 3140

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Water Heaters
Sump Pumps
Faucets
Toilets
Drain Cleaning
Water Leaks

703-388-6601
www.hightideplumbingofva.com
herb@hightideplumbingofva.com

Residential & Commercial

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PCS Prepper Home Organizing

Call, e-mail, text or visit me on Facebook & Pinterest
pcsprepper@gmail.com  • 571-748-9030

Moving soon?
Downsizing to a smaller home?
Dealing with clutter that steals
your peace of mind, space,
time and money?

Let me help you
lighten your load and show

you how to live life clutter-free!
Reasonable rates and

flexible hours—I’ll work with
your schedule!

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

CLASSIFIED

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Give me where to stand, 
and I will move the earth.

-Archimedes
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Community

By Eden Brown

The Connection

M
egan Newman told her story at
the Alzheimer’s Association
“Wall of Hope” reception at

Tyson’s Corner on Feb. 9. She was only 18,
a senior in high school, when her mother
started to ask the same question more than
once. They both attributed it to stress. They
laughed about it. A few months later, it be-
came clear to Meghan that what was wrong
with her mother was more than stress. She
convinced her to see a doctor, but it took
many tests and many neurologists later be-
fore she was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.

It came at a difficult time for Megan, as
she was headed off to college. She was sup-
posed to be at the “best years of your life”
stage. She laughs about it now, but switch-
ing roles with her parent at that point in
her life was anything but funny. When she
went to college, her mother went with her.
When she moved off campus, she moved
with her mother. The long days of
caregiving, studying and managing the lives
of two people took a toll on Megan. Her
mother didn’t really appreciate being told
she had to brush her teeth or that she wasn’t
going to be able to drive her car any longer.
Alzheimer’s patients don’t always exhibit a
good-natured response to having children
tell them what to do. Megan wasn’t always
patient and forebearing. And that bothered
her. When it became time for her to hold
down a job, Megan couldn’t manage both

Chris Boullire
welcomes

fundraisers
from around

the area to the
Wall of Hope

reception,
handing out

awards for
fundraising

“champions.”

A Record Year
Alzheimer’s Association of the National
Capital Region honors its supporters.

tasks anymore. That is why she was so
grateful to find the Alzheimer’s Association,
and why she will always give back to this
organization: they helped her manage her
mother and supported her, she said. The
reception on Feb. 9 recognized event par-
ticipants and supporters who distinguished
themselves through leadership and exem-
plary fundraising during the year. Support-
ers were able to see the unveiling of new
plaques on the Wall of Hope, which honors
those who suffered from the disease and
their friends and family who gave in their
name. Attendees at the event made up 2
percent of the fundraisers and sponsors who
raised over 45 percent of total funds from
events. In 2016, 7,700 participants raised
a record $1.78 million. And they had a good
time doing it. Chris Boullire, the CEO of the
National Capital Area Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion chapter, honored the 29 cyclists who
created the “Ride to Remember,” riding 100
miles and raising more than $20,000; the
260 Longest Day participants who raised
over $118,000 participating in creative ac-
tivities; the “Blondes v. Brunettes” (a flag
football game for women,) which had 80
participants and raised over $85,173; and
the biggest event for 2016 in this area: the
Walk to End Alzheimer’s had 7,300 partici-
pants at seven walks throughout the region
who raised $1.53 million.

The Alzheimer’s Association in the area
is always looking for additional Walk vol-
unteers and teams for 2017. Interested
people can visit www.alznca.org/walk.
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Megan
Newman told

the story of
being a

senior in high
school when

her mother
was diag-

nosed.



16  ❖  Springfield Connection  ❖  February 23 - March 1, 2017 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he growing chorus of criticism
about predatory lending in Vir-
ginia may not have prompted
lawmakers to start passing laws

to crack down on the industry. But it has
accomplished one thing, formation of a
work group.

“In this town, if you are in the minority
party in a chamber that’s two-thirds Repub-
lican, you take victories where you can,”
said Del. Mark Keam (D-35). “I’d like to
think something good can come out of this
if we can bring stakeholders together.”

Lawmakers are concerned about several
aspects of high-interest loans. One is the
bait-and-switch nature of many of the busi-
nesses, where customers walk into a car-
title business but walk out with an open-
end line of credit instead. Another issue is
the completely unregu-
lated nature of open-
end lines of credit, origi-
nally created for depart-
ment stores but now
used by car-title lenders
and internet lenders.
Regulators don’t track
them, and lenders don’t
need a license to offer
them. Recent years have
seen online lenders
from around the world
offer them with interest rates of up to 5,000
percent.

“If the work group doesn’t deal with the
open-end loans, it’ll be a waste of time,”
said Jay Speer, executive director of the Vir-
ginia Poverty Law Center. “You can make
rules about the Consumer Finance Act, and

then all the internet lenders will just switch
to open-end loans and it’ll all just be a waste
of time.”

WORKING GROUPS are a common way
for lawmakers to punt, essentially putting
off making decisions and outsourcing solu-
tions to a panel that makes recommenda-
tions. Sometimes the groups end up mak-
ing recommendations that are adopted by
the General Assembly. Recent years have
seen successful working groups that made
significant changes to energy policy and
worker’s compensation. Many lawmakers
view them as an ideal way to consider diffi-
cult issues outside of the frenzied pace of
the General Assembly sessions.

“There are what I believe to be plus sides
to being a part-time legislature, and there
are downsides to being a part-time legisla-
ture. One of the downsides is you can’t keep
working during one session in a short ses-

sion,” said Del. Peter Farrell (R-56). “Some-
times it takes a year.”

For critics of predatory lending, the chief
goal of the working group will be to regu-
late open-end lines of credit. These have
become the tool of choice for car-title lend-
ers and internet lenders to offer unlimited

amounts of interest. And lawmakers don’t
know the scale of the problem because state
regulators don’t track them. That’s a prob-
lem that critics say has an easy fix — re-

quire a license to of-
fer open-end lines of
credit, and make
them abide by the
same rules as car-title
lenders or payday
lenders.

“I hope that we see
a path forward for all
lenders to be li-
censed,” said Dana
Wiggins, who an-
swers the Predatory

Lending Hotline at the Virginia Poverty Law
Center. “If they’re operating in the state of
Virginia, they should all be licensed and
they should all have to follow the same
rules.”

THE SHADOWY WORLD of internet

Work Group to Examine Predatory Lending
Panel to investigate internet loans, car-title
loans and open-end lines of credit.

No More
Psych Beds

Robert Johnson of Woodbridge un-
derstands the mental health crisis from
a personal perspective. Back in 2011,
he was struggling with a serious bout
of depression and ended up handcuffed
to an emergency room bed for nine
hours. That’s because no psychiatric
beds were available in Prince William
County. So he had to wait for one to be
available in Fairfax.

“Think of a horse-drawn carriage, and
the nearest hospital is 20 miles away
and you’re riding over speed bumps.
That’s what I’m going through emotion-
ally. That’s the kind of pain that I’m feel-
ing handcuffed to that bed.”

Johnson presented his story to law-
makers last week and asked them to

support a bill introduced by Republican Del.
Peter Farrell (R-56). But lobbyists for
hospitals opposed the bill because they don’t
want lawmakers to change laws requiring
hospitals to have certificates of public need,
known as COPN. Farrell says he’s frustrated
people in need won’t get help because hos-
pitals are concerned about their bottom line.

“I don’t think it has anything to do with
psych beds.

I don’t think they want anything at all
having to do with COPN reform period,”
said Farrell. “I don’t think they want any-
thing to go anywhere because they don’t
want things to change. They enjoy having
their cake and eating it too.”

One silver lining, Farrell says, is that the
issue will go to the Deeds Commission,
which was set up after Democratic Sen.
Creigh Deeds (D-25) was attacked by his
son because a psychiatric bed was not avail-
able.

Ethics Reform or
New Loopholes?

Should lawmakers be allowed to receive
unlimited steak dinners from lobbyists at
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse if they are at a
meeting of the National Conference of State
Legislatures? What about a three-martini
lunch paid for by coal executives at a meet-
ing of the American Legislative Exchange
Council? All of that would be legal under
ethics reform adopted by lawmakers this
year.

“The bill says that any meal provided for
attendance at such a meeting is not report-
able,” said state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30),
the only senator to vote against the ethics
package. “I don’t see why we need more
loopholes.”

Some say that lawmakers are standing up
for ethics reform, literally. One provision in

In Session

the ethics package would allow lawmak-
ers to receive unlimited and
unrepeatable food — if it’s eaten stand-
ing up. That’s a provision pushed by Del.
Todd Gilbert (R-15), who recounted
a personal experience to justify the leg-
islation. A few years ago, he said, he
went to a lavish reception where he ate
some finger food and drank some soda.
Several months later, he got notification
that the event was valued at several hun-
dred dollars.

“This just is trying to clean up that
whole process so that people don’t get
caught in unwary traps while they are
standing around eating finger good and
having a glass of cola or something.”

The bill also allows the state to redact
the home addresses of General Assem-
bly members.

— Michael Lee Pope
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Del. Peter Farrell (R-56) wanted lawmakers to force internet lenders
to follow the same rules as other kinds of lenders in Virginia.

“If the work group doesn’t deal with the open-end
loans, it’ll be a waste of time. You can make rules
about the Consumer Finance Act, and then all the
internet lenders will just switch to open-end loans
and it’ll all just be a waste of time.”

— Jay Speer, executive director, Virginia Poverty Law Center.

lending is also in the crosshairs of the work
group. Some companies offer loans at in-
terest rates from 600 percent to 5,000 per-
cent. Some of these companies try to get
around laws designed to protect consum-
ers by claiming to have affiliations with In-
dian tribes, allowing them to take advan-
tage of uncertainty surrounding a law from
1918 — long before the World Wide Web
revolutionized modern American finance.
Last month, Attorney General Mark Herring
helped secure a $15 million settlement
against a California-based company that
was using a fraudulent relationship to a
North Dakota tribe to evade Virginia lend-
ing laws.

“In the absence of action, the internet
becomes a lawless place that plays by dif-
ferent rules than traditional commerce,”
said Kevin Mauer, associate director of the
Virginia Catholic Conference. “Without pro-
tective regulation, the commonwealth’s
vulnerable consumers may fall prey to more
and more opportunistic lenders.”


