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T
he Northern Virginia
Chamber of Com-
merce gathered some
heavy hitters to offer

their thoughts and answer ques-
tions from a standing-room-only
audience at the “State of Hospi-
tality Under the New Administra-
tion” symposium on March 6.
While they
weren’t forecast-
ing a banner
year, the panel-
ists were cau-
tiously optimistic
about how the
local industry
would fare under
the new adminis-
tration.

❖ Barry Biggar,
president and
CEO of Visit
Fairfax since
2008, with ten-
ures in similar
positions for Convention and Visi-
tors bureaus in Texas, Kentucky,
and Calgary, Canada.

❖ Mark Carrier, senior officer
with D.C.-based B.F. Saul Hospi-
tality Group, owners and operators
of business class hotels, including
the Hay-Adams. Carrier is also the
current chairman of the American
Hotel and Lodging Association, the
advocacy voice for the industry.

❖ Chris Klauda, director of Des-
tination Research for STR, the
company that has been providing
metrics, trend information and
benchmarking for the industry

since 1985.
❖ Carroll Rheem, vice president,

Research and Analytics for Brand
USA, the public-private organiza-
tion established by the Travel Pro-
motion Act in 2010 to promote the
United States as a premier travel
destination.

THINGS HAVE BEEN LOOK-
ING UP of late. While the eco-
nomic woes that began in 2008 did

not hit the region
as hard as they
did other parts of
the country,
lodging had not
begun experienc-
ing any real re-
turn to pre-crash
prosperity — un-
til last year, ac-
cording to Biggar
and his panel col-
leagues.

“Revenue per
occupied room
(RevPar) was up
5 percent locally,

versus 3.2 percent nationally,” said
B.F. Saul’s Carrier, who added that
it “had been a while” since the re-
gion had outperformed the coun-
try in these statistics. Carrier
placed the blame on sequestration
and the effects of budget cuts and
government shutdown threats for
keeping the DMV’s hospitality sec-
tor depressed in comparison to
other U.S. markets.

Biggar concurred. “Seque-
what?” is a response he said he has
frequently received when asking

Panelists at Northern Virginia
Chamber Forum discuss
state of hospitality under
new administration.

Thumbs-Up for
Hospitality Outlook

“In some places,
we use local
voices to push our
message that the
U.S. is still a great
place to come to.”

— Carroll Rheem, vice
president, Research and
Analytics for Brand USA

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

S
uraya Sadeed said hearing more than 20
stories of students promoting peace in and
out of their schools made her believe “there

is still hope for a brighter future.”
Sadeed is a native of Kabul, Afghanistan who

made a new home in the United States in 1982,
fleeing the aftermath of the Soviet invasion. She
founded the non-government organization Help
the Afghan Children and is author of “Forbidden
Lessons in a Kabul Guesthouse.”

The former owner of a real estate company,
Sadeed has risked dangerous situations to deliver
humanitarian aid to women and children in war-
torn Afghanistan. On Sunday, March 12, she ad-
dressed high school students from around Fairfax
County being honored at the Student Peace
Awards.

Sadeed spoke about the importance of promot-
ing peace through education, as a preventative
measure against bullying, hatred and violence
later in life.

“The cost of providing peace education to 8
million children in Afghanistan is less,” she said,
“than buying one military plane.”

The student peace awards are offered in all
Fairfax County public high schools and some pri-
vate schools. Schools choose their winners based
on their work to promote peace as well as pre-
vent causes of violence: poverty, discrimination
and injustice.

Each of the individual or groups of students not
only took action for peace, but did so with cre-
ative, entrepreneurial energy — founding clubs,
organizing charity projects, leading training ses-
sions or creating documentary films.

Fairfax County School Board chair Sandy Evans

said she was deeply impressed with the work of
the students being honored at the Stacy Sherwood
Community Center in Fairfax, from anti-bullying
to human trafficking awareness to anti-genocide.

“Few goals are more important in the world to-
day,” Evans said, “than promoting peace, accep-
tance, kindness and tolerance.”

Evans was joined in congratulating the students
by fellow board members Ryan McElveen (at-
large) and Dalia Palchik (Providence).

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors vice chair-
man and Mason District representative Penny
Gross (D) read a letter of recognition from board
chairman Sharon Bulova that thanked the students

Student Peace Awards of Fairfax County
reception honors activists and advocates.

Committed to Peacemaking

Center, Mount Vernon senior Yosaph
Boku helped create a program that
teaches disadvantaged youth and adults
in his community computer skills.
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From left, West Potomac Combatting Intolerance and U.S. History teacher Rob
Kerr with Student Peace Award recipients Samapti Barua, Itiola Akingbola and
Kylie McNulty, as well as West Potomac Latin teacher Robert Rigby.
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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

Y
ou don’t just become a nurse, it’s
something you have in your heart.
That was the message from An-
drew B Cornell, Sr., interim pro-

vost of the NVCC medical education cam-
pus, speaking at the Harriet H. Fatzinger
Nursing Memorial Scholarship Luncheon
held March 8 at the Mount Vernon Inn res-
taurant on George Washington’s estate.

While pursuing education was a primary
reason for the lunch gathering, “there’s a
difference between knowing something and
being something.”

This year’s scholarship awardees, both
men, demonstrated their connection to the
service profession. Cameroon native
Maxime Djabang Lakouji is a combat medic
with the 299th Engineer Company in the
U.S. Army Reserve and plans to go into
medicine by way of nursing. Patrick Smith
has spent nearly the last 10 years working
with Fire & Rescue and EMS but wants to

become more involved with patient care as
a nurse practitioner.

“This is a chance of moving forward,”
Lakouji said. “Life isn’t always as you
planned. You need help along the way, help
to reach your objectives. This [scholarship]
is life-changing.”

Smith said that 10 years ago, he would’ve

had no idea this is the direction his life
would be going. But after he took an exam
to become an emergency medical techni-
cian, he fell in love with the work, particu-
larly forming relationships with patients.

“I want to advocate for people who can’t,
or don’t know that they should, advocate
for themselves,” he said.

The scholarships are awarded in memory
of Harriet Fatzinger, whose late husband Dr.
Glenn Fatzinger said came to nursing her-
self late, as a mid-career change.

Fatzinger, a Mount Vernon resident, ad-
junct professor at Northern Virginia Com-
munity College and active member of
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church, said his
wife was a candy striper and then enrolled
in a 24-month nursing program at the
Northern Virginia Community College
Annandale campus.

“The next time you visit a hospital,”
Fatzinger told the room of scholarship foun-
dation supporters, “one of these could be
the nurse you see. Helping others, it’s what
it’s all about.”

The Rev. Lydia Rodriguez Colón of Wesley
United Methodist Church in Alexandria
delivered an invocation at the luncheon,
praising “so many good things still happen-
ing” in a world plagued by so much nega-
tivity.

“This is a celebration of a life,” Rodriguez
Colón said, and of students becoming peace-
makers and healers.

For more information or to make a tax-
deductible donation to the Northern Vir-
ginia Community College Educational Foun-
dation, visit www.nvcc.edu/foundation.

Nurse Hopefuls Receive Fatzinger Scholarships
In memory of Harriet
H. Fatzinger.

The Rev. Lydia
Rodriguez Colón of
Wesley United Method-
ist Church in Alexan-
dria delivered an
invocation at the
luncheon, praising “so
many good things still
happening” in a world
plagued by so much
negativity.

Photo by Tim Peterson/The Gazette

Dr. Glenn Fatzinger (left) and Andrew B
Cornell, Sr., (right) interim provost of the NVCC
medical education campus, present Patrick
Smith and Maxime Djabang Lakouji scholar-
ships for pursuing their education to become
nurses.

W
idening of Route 1 over three
miles between Jeff Todd Way
and Napper Road is still in the

preliminary design phase. Construction on
the estimated $215 million project is ex-
pected to begin in 2023 and take two years
to complete.

Members of the Mount Vernon-Lee Cham-
ber of Commerce received an update on the
project from Virginia Department of Trans-
portation representatives at their regular
Business Breakfast on March 9.

Though design is being worked on, the
widening project will expand the roadway
from four to six lanes, give walkers and bik-
ers “accommodations” on either side of the
highway, and integrate median space for
future Bus Rapid Transit.

Several chamber members expressed con-
cern about how the widening would impact
businesses with frontage or signage along
the highway.

The VDOT representatives said some
properties may need to be relocated for util-
ity and other easements, but that there
would be great care taken to try to find
other properties with appropriate features
for those losing their location.

Del. Paul Krizek (D-44) asked if it would
be possible to simply move the center line
of the new roadway to avoid having to re-
locate established businesses. VDOT said
they would try to make small shifts, but
reiterated the design is still very prelimi-
nary.

They encouraged everyone to attend a
public information meeting scheduled for
Tuesday. April 18, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at
Mount Vernon High School, at 8515 Old Mt
Vernon Road in Alexandria.

For more information, visit
www.virginiadot.org/richmondhighway.

— Tim Peterson

Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber Hears Route 1 Update

Members of the Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce received an
update on the widening of Route 1 from Jeff Todd Way to Napper Road
from Virginia Department of Transportation representatives at their
regular Business Breakfast on March 9.

Public information
meeting scheduled
for April 18.
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W
est Potomac High School parents
and community members can
attend a March 20 meeting re-

garding the process for selecting a new prin-
cipal, Region 3 assistant superintendent
Terry Dade announced.

This comes after the resignation of former
principal of four years Alex Case last month.
Case and assistant principal Michelle Lyttle

were both on administrative leave Feb. 13.
Lyttle remains on leave. Fairfax County

Public Schools has offered no explanation
for why either administrator left the school,
though Case said he looked forward to
spending more time with his family and
working in the community.

Retired principal Dale Rumberger has
been serving as interim principal at West

Potomac since Feb. 21.
Dade is also soliciting written input from

parents and community members, “regard-
ing the skills, experience, and leadership
characteristics needed for West Potomac
High School,” he said.

“You might also address any challenges
or issues that a new principal will need to
address,” Dade wrote.

Feedback can be emailed to
mrparker@fcps.edu, or mailed physically to
Michael Parker at Human Resources, 8115
Gatehouse Road, Falls Church, VA 22042-
1203 by Friday, March 31.

The March 20 meeting is scheduled to
begin at 6:30 p.m. at West Potomac High
School, located at 6500 Quander Road in
Alexandria.

Recruiting for New West Potomac Principal Begins

— Tim Peterson
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex/Kings Landing $599,900
3512 Wood Pile Court

 Everyone’s Dream! – A beautifully
updated 4BR, 2.5BA Colonial nes-
tled on a private, cozy cul-de-sac.  3
finished levels – tons of storage, 6
panel doors & double pane win-
dows plus a large 2 car garage.
Stunning kitchen & baths
w/beautiful granite counters.

Interior family room w/fireplace off kitchen & breakfast area w/SGDs to
a large deck overlooking a wonderful backyard.  Great, Great Value!

Alex/Belle View  $274,900
6600 Potomac Avenue A1

A large, rare, and updated 3BR
unit.  Beautiful kitchen upgraded in
2016, SS appliances plus Bosch
dish washer, granite counters, trav-
ertine back splash.  Upgraded bath,
lovely hdwd floors and fresh paint.
Near bus stop, and walking distance
to library, rec center and shopping
center.  This is a quality unit.

Alex/Wessynton $649,900
3114 Cunningham Drive

Great price on this charming 4BR/
3BA Split w/garage, in Mount
Vernon’s premier Contemporary
Community.  Efficient double pane
windows, remodeled baths,
replaced furnace, A/C & HWH, all
in 2013.  Refinished hdwd flrs, gas
FPL and plenty of storage.

Backing to woods for privacy & serenity. Wessynton offers a pool, tennis
courts, basketball court and water access with its own boat launch.

Alex/Wessynton $659,900
3301 Wessynton Way

Beautiful Contemporary Home on
one of Wessynton’s premiere wooded
lots, backing to over 10 acres of
pristine forest, teeming w/wildlife &
spectacular views.  Large kit
w/breakfast area, separate dining rm,
beautiful hdwd flrs. Liv & Din rms
w/fireplace, wall of windows brings

outdoors inside - Garage & Deck -Community boat ramp, swimming pool, &
walking trails. Minutes to Old Town (N) and Ft. Belvoir (S).

Alex/Riverside Estates $568,500
3020 Battersea Lane

Must see this immaculate & pristine
5BR, 3BA Split w/garage & 2 level addi-
tion.  Totally upgraded & meticulously
maintained:  roof, windows, kitchen, all
3 baths, flooring, furnace, A/C, HWH
etc,etc…Upper & lower level sun rooms
& beautiful multi-tiered decks & patio
overlook spectacular yard w/sprinkler
system, perfect for entertaining. Nothing
like it in Mt. Vernon.   This is a 10!

Alex/Riverside Estates $614,900
8324 Blowing Rock Road

Beautiful and meticulously main-
tained 3 level Colonial on a quiet
and private cul-de-sac.  Numerous
updates include:  roof, furnace, A/C,
HWH, windows and refinished hdwd
floors.  Also kitchen and baths.
Spacious 1 car garage w/double
width driveway.  Lovely 3 season sun

room overlooks a spectacular backyard and deck.  Lower level offers a
huge recreation room, utility room, and storage room.  This is a Gem!!!

O
P
EN

S
U
N
D
AY

 1
–4

N
E
W

LI
S
TI
N
G

O
P
EN

S
U
N
D
AY

 1
–4

O
P
EN

S
U
N
D
AY

 1
–4

Alex/Riverside Estates    $639,900
8522 Wagon Wheel Road

Absolute gorgeous 4BR, 3BA expanded
& updated Split on large beautiful lot
w/fenced backyard.  Two 16x14 ft.
additions, Office off the MBR & Sun Rm
off the Living rm.  Updates include:
roof, HWH, HVAC, baths, kit (floor,
cabinets, appliances & counters)-
Freshly painted interior & exterior.

Approximately 3200 fin sq. ft. plus 2 car garage w/new driveway.  5 mins to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town, 28 mins to Ntl Airport, 33 mins to Pentagon.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

S
upervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield) said his
first job working at a pool over the summer
formed a lot of his work ethic.

“First jobs are critical,” he said. “I learned what a
job was, what working for a living was. We need to
provide the opportunity to do that for our kids.”

Beginning this weekend will be the third year of
teen job fairs for young people in Fairfax County. In
2015, Herrity and Pat Malone came up with the idea
to host a fair, meeting an unmet need by bringing
together employers and young job-seekers together
in a single location to meet face-to-face.

Malone, who lives in the Kingstowne area of Alex-
andria, said a first job can set the foundation for
where you want to go in life.

“Where your mindset
is,” Malone said, “What
you have some energy
to wake up for in the
morning, to get started,
to do for the day, to con-
duct your life.”

Whether young
people stay with the job
for a long time or move
on to something else,
the experiences in a
first, or even second or
third job, are meaning-
ful in building career
skills.

“It’s working together
with a team of people,
working with the pub-
lic,” said Malone. “You
want to do a good job,
and use it as a springboard.”

Nancy-jo Manney, president of the Greater Spring-
field Chamber of Commerce, which is a co-sponsor
of the job fair being held April 1 at West Springfield
High School, said the fairs are also extremely valu-
able for businesses to attend.

Getting a diverse group of young potential employ-

ees together in one room is much more effective than
placing ads in the newspaper or online, Manney said.
It’s also free for them to attend, and gives them ac-
cess to potential workers who are local to their busi-
ness locations.

“If your company has part-time positions, and or
is looking to hire summer employees in Fairfax
County,” Manney said, “it’s a no-brainer to attend.”

The first teen job fair in 2015 was held at West
Springfield and brought in around 350 students who
met with employers and filled out job applications.
Last year, the fair expanded to Chantilly High School.

Just at Chantilly, they added a workshop for help-
ing job applicants write and build a resume. With
the success of that program, it’s being added to all
four locations of the 2017 job fair. At each location,
there will be two such seminars.

So far this year, Herrity said at least 700 teens are
pre-registered across the four job fairs, which also
include dates at Oakton High School and South
County High School. Pre-registration online isn’t a
job application and isn’t any type of commitment; it
just connects the teen with fair updates and re-

sources, and gives employ-
ers an idea of how many
people to expect.

For teens attending the
fair, Manney said first im-
pressions are important,
so dress professionally.

It doesn’t have to be a
suit and tie, or dress, but
teens should have on
clean, dress clothing: no
saggy pants or short tops
or skirts.

Though not every em-
ployer at the fair will be
looking to interview and
hire people that day, “It’s
that visual that people are
going to remember,”
Manney said.

Herrity expects at least
40 employers at each of the job fairs, offering not
just part-time or summer employment, but also full-
time, after school, internships and volunteer oppor-
tunities.

For more information and to register either as a
student or a business, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
springfield/teenjobfair.htm.

First Taste of the Working World
Teen Job Fairs begin
this weekend.

2017 Teen Job Fair Dates
❖ Saturday, March 18, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Chantilly

High School, 4201 Stringfellow Road in Chantilly.
Co-sponsored by Supervisor Kathy Smith, Chantilly HS

STEM Academy, and Dulles Regional Chamber of Commerce

❖ Saturday, March 18, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Oakton High
School, 2900 Sutton Road in Vienna.

Co-sponsored by Supervisor Linda Smyth and Oakton HS
Marketing Department

❖ Saturday, April 1, 12 p.m. to 2 p.m., West Springfield
High School, 6100 Rolling Road in West Springfield.

Co-sponsored by West Springfield HS Student Government
Association and Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce

❖ Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., South County
High School, 8501 Silverbrook Road in Lorton.

Co-sponsored by Supervisor Dan Storck, South Fairfax Cham-
ber of Commerce, South County Federation, and South County
Secondary School

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

Bridgette Degnan, of Alexandria,
a third-year anthropology and econom-
ics double major with a minor in
statistical analysis of social behavior,
has received an undergraduate research
award at the University of Virginia.

Ben Thomas, of Alexandria, a sec-
ond-year economics and mathematics
double major, has received an under-
graduate research award at the
University of Virginia.

Daniel Ryan, who has been ac-
cepted to Lynchburg College, was one of
more than 100 students competing for
scholarships through completion of an
essay writing contest and interviews
with Lynchburg College faculty and staff
members. Daniel is the son of Michelle

and Timothy Ryan, of Alexandria.

Adam K. Klemm, of Alexandria,
earned a Master of Science in geologi-
cal engineering from the Missouri
University of Science and Technology
(Rolla, Miss.).

Alexandria residents Bruce W.
Grimes, Sherwin Clarke, Sarah
Burley, and Alexandra L. Werner
Winslow earned degrees at Boston
University in September 2016.

Amanda Humbertson, of Alexan-
dria, was named to the Chancellor’s List
at Troy University in Alabama.

Aliyah Toler, of Alexandria,
earned endowed scholarships at
Baldwin Wallace University in Berea,
Ohio, this fall. Toler, a graduate of Na-
tional Collegiate Preparatory Public
Charter High School majoring in com-

School Notes

munication studies, earned the J.
Everton & Mary Louise Houston Schol-
arship and the Marion & Frank Mueller
Scholarship.

Bridgewater College freshman
Emma Daw, of Alexandria, has been
named the ODAC Swimmer of the Week
after setting five school records in her
first two collegiate dual meets. Daw set
school records in all five of her indi-
vidual events over two days last week
for the Eagles.

Susquehanna University student
Heather Pearson, of Alexandria, is
studying at the University of Nicosia this
fall in Cyprus. Pearson is 2014 graduate
of Bishop Ireton High School.

This fall, Bishop Ireton Graduate
Heather Pearson was inducted into
Earth Sciences Honor Society at
Susquehanna University.
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for their commitment to peacemaking.
All the students have come together, Gross

read from Bulova’s letter, “in one goal,
strengthening peace and unity.”

Del. Kenneth Plum (D-36) joined the
other elected officials in congratulating the
award-winners.

The 2017 Student Peace Awards of Fairfax
County winners are as follows, bios accord-
ing to the event program:
Ethan Mirani, junior at the Cedar
Lane School in Vienna

Mirani was a member of the school’s Anti-
Bullying Commitee for two years and
worked to grow the group as well as plan
activities and keep things organized.
Jasmine Howard, senior at
Centreville High School

Howard organized members of the
Centreville Key Club to sell 240 wristbands
from Guatemala, made out of leather and
pieces of coconut shell with colored string,
raising $1,700 in sales and donations that
went back to the wristband artisans and
disadvantaged foreign youth.
Shaan Chudasama, senior at
Chantilly High School

Chudasama co-founded and is vice presi-
dent of Young at Art, a non-profit organiza-
tion using art-related activities to improve
the quality of life of seniors, less fortunate
children and veterans. With his sister, the
other co-founder, they’ve partnered with the
Special Olympics and Sunrise Assisted Liv-
ing.
Vanessas Mae Avendano, senior at
Falls Church High School

Avendano is vice president of Falls
Church’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender club and also founded Falls
Church High School United, a group of clubs
united to spread peace and acceptance. The
group has produced a series of videos deal-
ing with anti-bullying and giving respect.
Sabah Munshi, senior at Hayfield
Secondary School

Munshi helped organize a project called
Walking for Water and raised both aware-
ness of the world’s water crisis and more
than $2,000 for the Tap Project by UNICEF.
She has also volunteered at Virginia Hospi-
tal Center in the renal unit.
Surabhi Khanal, senior at Herndon
High School

Khanal has been a member of the
Herndon Leo Club and founded MedLove,
Inc, a non-profit organization with the mis-
sion of helping rescue women in the United
States and abroad who are human traffick-
ing victims. Through the Key Club, Khanal
and other students also organized a benefit
gala to raise awareness of local trafficking
and $3,000 for combatting HIV and AIDS
in her native Nepal.
Naba Khan and Shafia Tala, juniors
at King Abdullah Academy in
Herndon

Khan and Talat founded the organization
Women of the World (WOW) to promote
women’s rights and help women struggling
with homelessness, hunger, oppression or

abuse. Some of their projects include open-
ing a sewing institute in Nalgona, India and
fundraisers involving the whole student
body.
Jamie Hunstad, senior at Lake
Braddock Secondary School

Hunstad set up a Special Olympics pro-
gram at Lake Braddock, starting with a bas-
ketball team and adding track and field. She
coaches both teams, and also helped the
Rachel’s Challenge program find a presence
at her school. Rachel’s Challenge deals with
stomping out bullying and promoting tol-
erance and inclusion.
Donya Momenian and Chrissie
Ivanova, seniors at Langley High
School

The two seniors co-founded a chapter of
the Girl Up Club at Langley, growing it from
two to 30 members who meet bi-monthly.
The national and international club empow-
ers young women in education, fundraising,
advocacy and service, as well as runs de-
velopment programs in Guatemala, India,
Liberia, Malawi, Uganda and Ethiopia.
Naomi Soquar, senior at Robert E.
Lee High School

Soquar helped found a chapter of the
Amnesty International Club at Lee — she
currently serves as its president. She led
club members and volunteers in writing let-
ters against human rights violations, which
in one case contributed to two political pris-
oners in the Democratic Republic of Congo
being released. Soquar also serves with Girls
Learn International, the Capital Area Food
Bank and Habitat for Humanity.
Sean Doyle, senior at James Madi-
son High School

A member of Madison’s Amnesty Inter-
national Club Doyle is coordinating activ-
ism with others on such issues as abolish-
ing the death penalty, reducing gun violence
and police brutality, and convincing the
Vienna Town Council to make Vienna a “I
Welcome Refugees” town.
Aidan Kemp, senior at George C
Marshall High School

Kemp is the lead senior mentor for the
Marshall Freshman Transition program and
does community service work through St.
Thomas Episcopal Church in McLean.
Josh Leong and Sam Gollob, jun-
iors at McLean High School

The two juniors created a 10-minute film
documenting the struggles of Herman
Wainggai, a human rights advocate from
West Papua who escape political imprison-
ment by taking a boat to Australia. “Herman
Wainggai: A Hidden Genocide” premiered
at the Garifuna Indigenous Film Festival in
Los Angeles in April, 2016.
Yosaph Boku, senior at Mount
Vernon High School

Boku helped create a program that
teaches disadvantaged youth and adults in
his community computer skills. The senior
also gives groups of counselors feedback,
suggestions for encouraging more minor-
ity students to take advantage of advanced
courses.
Roza Al Barznji, senior at Moun-
tain View Alternative High School

Al Barznji came to the United States three
years ago as a refugee from Northern Iraq,
and works to help her classmates under-
stand her Kurdish heritage using photogra-
phy. She’s also published seven stories about
her own journey becoming a Kurdish Ameri-
can, the people of Syria and refugees in
American communities, as well as made a
documentary about American Thanksgiving
traditions.
Members of Blossoming Beauties
at Quander Road School

Young women in the Blossoming Beau-
ties program work on both becoming more
well-rounded and confident, as well as car-
rying out school and community projects
together. In 2016, the group raised money
for Bethany House shelter for female vic-
tims of domestic abuse; they’ve also also
produced fleece blankets for New Hope
Housing and their mission to end
homelessness. In 2017, Blossoming Beau-
ties is collaborating with A Space of Her

Institute of Peace in Washington, D.C., to
find primary and secondary sources look-
ing at improving state and societal relations
in Myanmar (Burma).
Maiss Mohamed and Deema
Alharthi, juniors at JEB Stuart High
School

The Stuart juniors revitalized their
school’s Model United Nations Club and
have become active with Students in Train-
ing for Advocacy and Responsibility. They
also participate in Key Club, Girls Up and
Interact, and volunteer with groups includ-
ing the Virginia Coalition of Latino Organi-
zation.
Members of TJ Minds Matter,
Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology

The student-led group offers support for
handling stress and disappointment, and
provides resources for learning how to en-
gage with someone in a crisis and non-cri-
sis situation. TJ Minds Matter hosted a
Mental Wellness Week in January this year,
including days dedicated to random acts of
kindness and stomping out stigma (sur-
rounding mental illness).
Students with Combatting Intoler-
ance at West Potomac High School

The Fairfax County class Combatting In-
tolerance was created in 2015 — West
Potomac teacher Robert Kerr molds the cur-
riculum around social justice topics, racism,
sexism, welcoming immigrant and refugee
students, and advocating for the rights of
lesbian, gay, transgender and asexual stu-
dents, staff and other people in the com-
munity. The 22-member class raises money
to support small local non-profits and spon-
sored a school-wide Diversity Week.
Rodney Wrice, senior, and Audrey
Wever, junior, West Springfield
High School

Friends Wrice and Wever started a kind-
ness campaign using candy bars and sticky
notes to encourage positive messaging
around the time of the 2016 Presidential
election.

Student Peace Awards Honor Advocates

Center, Young women in the Blossoming Beauties program at Quander Road School
work on both becoming more well-rounded and confident, as well as carrying out
school and community projects together.
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Own to target and support
fifth grade girls avoiding
delinquency.
Narjes Bencheikh,
senior at South
County High School

The South County senior
helped co-found a Muslim
Student Association and In-
ternational Club at her
school. The 50-person Mus-
lim Student Association
carries out role-playing ex-
ercises and discusses issues
encountered in the commu-
nity.
Emily Lockwood,
senior at South Lakes
High School

Lockwood mentors fresh-
men transitioning to high
school and coaches track
for children with special
needs. For a school assign-
ment, she worked with the
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By U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) and

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11)

R
epublicans hold control of all three
branches of government, and there-
fore have a responsibility to lead
the civil service that employs mil-

lions of Americans, and every American relies
upon for myriad services. The overwhelming
majority of federal workers are hardworking
people who devote themselves to public ser-
vice. They secure borders, keep food safe, ad-
vance scientific and medical research, deliver
our mail, and provide care to many of us, in-
cluding our veterans.

Republican leaders have repaid this service
with repeated attacks.

In 2013, they shut down the government as
a political stunt, and came hours away from
doing it again in 2015 at the Department of
Homeland Security. They enacted the Budget
Control Act, which ultimately led to Seques-
tration, cutting the budget of every federal
agency with the surgical precision of a meat-
ax.

But since Republicans acquired total control
over government, their treatment of federal
workers has been beyond the pale.

On the first day of the new Congress, House
Republicans passed a rules package over our
loud objections containing a reinstatement of
the Holman Rule, which would potentially al-
low Congress to engage in political retribution
against federal workers by reducing any given
employee’s salary to $1. Only three Republi-
cans opposed the measure on the floor, none
from Virginia or Maryland.

The Holman Rule was especially troubling
in light of the new administration’s so-called
“enemies list” of employees who had worked

on specific policy areas for the Obama Admin-
istration, such as climate policy.

As one of his first actions, President Trump
announced a hiring freeze for federal work-
ers. This is terrible policy and a mindless ap-
proach to management that dodges hard deci-
sions.

The Government Accountability Office stud-
ied past hiring freezes and found them “not
effective.” The government is more likely to
rely on overtime and contract work, which of-
ten costs taxpayers more. Meanwhile, tens of
thousands of Americans have total uncertainty
in their professional lives. Agencies are unable
to make efficient, long term plans, driving up
costs and hurting morale. Over time, Ameri-
cans trying to manage social security benefits,
travel in airports, or secure healthcare will see
the impact of this freeze when benefits are not
mailed or airport security lines move much
more slowly.

Two other classes of citizen are hit particu-
larly hard: people with disabilities and veter-
ans.

In 2015, due to Obama Administration ini-
tiatives, 19 percent of the federal
government’s new hires were people with dis-
abilities. The federal government has hired

109,000 people with disabilities in the past
five years.

Veterans stand to be among those hardest
hit by the hiring freeze. The Veterans Admin-
istration is one of the largest federal employ-
ers, but is also significantly understaffed. De-
livering the care promised to those who served
in the armed forces depends on having effec-
tive staff to deliver that care.

Over 30 percent of the civilian federal
workforce is made up of veterans, a number
which has grown consistently as agencies pri-
oritized hiring vets. Many of the positions held
vacant by the hiring freeze would have gone
to vets, and the progress we have made on
veteran unemployment will be halted.

Contrary to this administration’s claims, the
federal workforce is dwindling as a share of
the population. And 85 percent of federal work-
ers are located outside the beltway. It is also
aging, and over a third of the current feds will
be eligible for retirement by September. Fed-
eral workers have been treated as a piggy bank
by Congress for years now, their pay raises
delayed or denied, they’ve been furloughed and
had their benefits cut. Now their morale is hit
by politicians who make them a political
punching bag. A bill just proposed in Congress
would make all federal workers “at-will” em-
ployees, exposing them to political retribution
and punishment by a hostile administration
without recourse.

The federal workforce is not, as Mr. Trump
has said, a “swamp.” It is a group of commit-
ted Americans who serve us, and they deserve
better from Congress. The Republican Party has
total control over the levers of government.
Will any of its leaders have the decency or the
courage to fight for the civil service which
serves us all?

Stop Bullying Federal Workers

ConnollyBeyer

Commentary

By Paul Krizek

State Delegate (D-44)

W
ith the recent release of what is
looking to be a detrimental and ill-
planned Republican healthcare bill,

and with major GOP candidates for Governor
endorsing an irresponsible Medicaid block
grant, Virginians are once again paying for the
legislature’s ongoing failure to expand Medic-
aid.

Both President Trump and the GOP in Con-
gress promise to drastically change many of
the health programs upon which millions of
Americans rely. In addition to their plans to
“repeal and replace” the successful Affordable
Care Act (ACA) where an average of 34,445
Virginians per congressional district gained
insurance from the Marketplace, there are
threats to Medicaid and Medicare.

As your delegate to Richmond, I will do ev-
erything in my power at the state level to both
prevent cuts to existing programs and promote
needed improvements.

Even Virginia’s GOP budget-committee lead-
ers recognize a block grant of Medicaid funds

would expose the Commonwealth to hundreds
of millions, perhaps billions, of dollars in health
care costs that the federal government would
no longer share with the state.

The proposed block grant would lock in
Medicaid funds to states at their current rates.
The irony of this proposal is that it would prove
relatively harmless to the states that expanded
Medicaid under Obamacare and punish the red
states that did not.

That is because the states that expanded
Medicaid have benefited from a healthier popu-
lation, decreasing their costs over time,
whereas states like Virginia that failed to ex-
pand Medicaid saw a compounding 6.5 per-
cent increase in Medicaid expenditures through
2012 and 16 percent annual Medicaid cost in-
crease since 2012, as more sick people find
their way onto our Medicaid roles with the
requirement they have health insurance and
their inability to qualify for ACA subsidies un-
til they reach the federal poverty level.

About one million Virginians rely on Medic-
aid. Children, pregnant women, parents, se-
niors and people with disabilities are the pri-
mary beneficiaries of our Medicaid program.

Despite the size and cost, Virginia’s program
is very restrictive and we rank only 47th in the
country for per capita Medicaid spending.

In fact, we cannot legally spend any less on
our program without violating requirements
of the Social Security Act.

Upending the traditional 90:10 federal and
state cost-sharing agreement, a Medicaid block
grant would save federal dollars but push the
expenses over to the state and require the Gen-
eral Assembly to raise your state taxes as your
federal taxes would likely remain the same.

Block grants or “per capita caps” shift costs
to states and hampers our ability to improve
programs or respond to changing demograph-
ics, economic circumstances and medical in-
novations.

Because of Virginia’s restrictive eligibility and
refusal to expand Medicaid, the state would
be seriously harmed if the federal government
enacted the proposed restructures.

Experience suggests the most predictable
result of merging social programs into broad
block grants is substantial erosion in funding
over time, with negative consequences on ef-
forts to assist the people most in need.
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See The Sound,  Page 16

By Keary Kincannon

Rising Hope Mission Church

Mark 1:14-15 — Now after John was
arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaim-
ing the good news of God, and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near; repent, and believe in
the good news.”

A
nyone who knows the
work of contemporary
Gospel singer William
McDowell, knows he

has a way of lifting the gathered
congregation to such heights of
praise you can feel heaven and
earth touch! One of my favorites
of his songs is called “Spirit Break
Out.” The lyrics are simple and
repeat themselves in a building
crescendo of praise.

He starts by singing:
Our father, all of heaven roars

your name,
Sing louder; let this place erupt

with praise
Can you hear it, the sound of

heaven touching earth!
The sound of heaven touching

earth!
Then the song moves to a plea:
Spirit Break out, Break our Walls

down
Spirit break out, Heaven come

down
Finally the song ends with:
King Jesus, you’re the name we’re

lifting high
Your glory, shaking up the earth

and skies,
Revival, we wanna see your king-

dom here
We wanna see your kingdom here.
I cannot remember a time where

I have wanted to see God’s king-
dom here more than I do now.

On the morning of Feb. 8, seven
or eight Latino men left our hypo-
thermia shelter — a shelter that
operates through the combined
efforts of Ventures in Community,

New Hope Housing and Rising
Hope Mission Church. As soon as
the men got across the street, ICE
agents swooped in on them and
pounced on them.

And I pray, Lord have
mercy. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. We wanna
see your kingdom here!

Congresswoman Linda Sanchez
(chair of the Congressional His-
panic Caucus) recently met with
the acting director of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
concerning the recent removals
and the scope and breadth of the
new executive order. She said the
takeaway from that meeting is that
under the new executive order the
universe of people that are prior-
ity for removal is greatly expanded
and now all are at risk. ICE told
her that we can and should expect
many more arrests and removals
this year.

And I pray, Lord have
mercy. Thy kingdom come,

The Sound of Heaven
Touching Earth

Keary Kincannon speaks at
the March 4 Vigil for the
Immigrant & the Homeless.
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VARIETY
STORE

Est. 1958

Experience
the Nostalgia
of an old-time

Five & Dime Store

“If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”

Hollin Hall
Shopping Center

7902 Fort Hunt Rd.,
Alexandria, VA 22308

703-765-4110
hhvs@vacoxmail.com

From Page 1

News

peers around the country if the mandated
budget cuts had affected hospitality in their
localities. In 2013, when the rest of the na-
tion was beginning to rise from the down-
turn, the negative impact of sequestration
meant that all industry sectors and eco-
nomic drivers in this region couldn’t keep
pace.

In addition to the increases in RevPar in
2016, occupancy rates have also been on
the rise: “71.3 percent in Fairfax County are
the latest figures for last year, “again, some-
thing we haven’t enjoyed for a while,” said
Biggar.

Being a “company town” can also have
its benefits, as well as its disadvantages.
Carrier and Biggar both saw opportunities
in the proposed funding increases for the
military. Those benefits may be more largely
felt in the southern part of the states, if
monies are allocated to building new naval
vessels and equipment, but increased sup-
port services in Northern Virginia could also
translate into additional room nights for
local lodging establishments.

The overall positive outlook of the panel
members came with some concerns and
cautions of challenges by the industry ex-
perts.

Brand USA’s Rheem noted that airline
bookings, an important measuring tool used

Grand Canyon and Disney World will still
be there.”

Brand USA has also found that currency
rates are playing a big role in travellers’
choices. For other than political reasons,
many Canadians and others are choosing
Mexico for their sunshine holidays. “Why
not?” remarked Rheem. “Mexico is 30-40
percent cheaper, the U.S. 20-30 percent
more expensive right now.”

BUDGET AND POLICY uncertainties add
to the concerns that hoteliers and other
Northern Virginia businesses have when
trying to assess the impact of the new ad-
ministration on the regional economy. Re-
ports that major cuts to agencies and pro-
grams like the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, the Federal Emer-
gency Management System, and even the
Coast Guard, as the President seeks ways
to pay for the promised protective wall
along the country’s southern border, have
all local business on high alert.

Still, when asked by event moderator Jim
Corcoran, the CEO of the Northern Virginia
Chamber of Commerce, if they voted “posi-
tive or negative” for the 2017 hospitality
outlook, all four of the panelists ultimately
gave their thumbs-up.

“Of course, it’s early days,” said Biggar, “but
in the long run, Trump knows our business.
He is all about trade. This could be a positive.”

Industry Experts Optimistic About State of Hospitality

Photo by Andrea Worker/The Gazette

Jim Corcoran, (far left) CEO of the Northern Virginia Chamber of Com-
merce, moderates a panel of industry experts at the “State of Hospitality
under the New Administration” forum.

to predict lodging trends, were down sig-
nificantly since the start of the year.

“Vacation travel is a lot about emotion,”
said Rheem. Travel bans and the percep-
tion of cultural divides can create an atmo-
sphere of personal insecurity, and “security
always ranks at the top of travel surveys,”
added Biggar.

Rheem has found in her research that
travellers from Canada and Europe, “and,
to no one’s real surprise, Mexico seem to
view the new administration the most nega-

tively.” More discretionary travellers from
those places indicate that they will wait and
see how things shape up before visiting the
United States, as opposed to Chinese and
other Asian travellers for whom politics
seem less of a factor in their travel deci-
sions. “In some places, we use local voices
to push our message that the U.S. is still a
great place to come to,” said Rheem.

Biggar held up an article from a newspa-
per in Canada that suggested its citizens also
wait, “maybe as long as four years. The
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Email announcements to gazette@connectionnews
papers.com. Include date, time, location, description
and contact for event: phone, email and/or website.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday
at noon, at least two weeks before event.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Sponsors Needed. Britepaths Family Sponsoring.

Fairfax-based non-profit Britepaths (formerly
Our Daily Bread) is seeking community

members to sponsor families in need who live
throughout the Fairfax County area. Sponsors
are matched with an individual or family with
demonstrated need, and may opt to provide a
Thanksgiving meal, December holiday meal,
and/or gifts for children under 18. Cash
donations and gift cards are welcome to assist
those who are not sponsored. Britepaths is
expecting to have 3,000 households on its
assistance list. A great family, company or group

See Bulletin,  Page 18

Bulletin Board

Her First Solo Exhibit
Azita Mashayekhi’s exhibit, “Extraordinary Ordinary, A Photography
Medley,” at the Montebello Condominiums Community Center/Café.

Montebello Woods

Artist Azita Mashayekhi is inviting the
Alexandria community and beyond to her
photography exhibit at the Montebello Con-
dominiums Community Center/Café,
through March 17, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
She can be present, by appointment, in the
evenings.

She has been exhibiting in the Washing-
ton area since late 2014 at galleries and at
various events, including at Montebello
group shows. This is her first solo exhibit.

She states: “The name of the show, ‘Ex-
traordinary Ordinary, A Photography Med-
ley,’ is derived from the fact that I take most
of my photos of seemingly ordinary things
and sights that surround us in daily life, yet
they seem extraordinary when photo-
graphed, close-up or at certain angles or
lighting. Medley refers to the mix of styles
(abstract and realist), and the variety of
materials that I have used for printing.

“I have taken photography classes but
what has especially influenced my style is
the abstract painting classes I took at the
Art League in Alexandria. “My background
in the sciences has also reinforced my curi-
osity and desire to experiment with styles
and materials. I have explored printing my
photos on new materials, such as metal
(aluminum), plex-glass (acrylic), canvas,
paper (framed, standout), wood, and glass.”

Visit www.azitaphotography.com.

Montebello Fall Reflection

Montebello Condominiums Community
Center/Café is located at 5905 Mount Eagle
Drive, Alexandria.

Mashayekhi presents “Extraordinary
Ordinary, A Photography Medley.”
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Education●Learning●Fun

By Marilyn Campbell

W
hen Linda Gulyn’s son reached
high school age and asked to
quit his clarinet lessons, the Ar-

lington mother of four declined his request.
“My son Timmy is an excellent clarinet

player. The philosophy I’ve established in
my house is that music is part of your over-
all education like science or math, so you
can’t just quit,” said Gulyn, saxophonist,
former music teacher and professor of psy-
chology at Marymount University.

During the month of March, which is des-
ignated at Music in our Schools Month,
educators highlight the benefits of quality
music education programs. Part of a music
education is practice, encouraging that in
children can be daunting for some parents.

For children who play a musical instru-
ment, regular practice is not only a path
toward proficiency, it helps establish disci-
pline that is useful in other areas of one
life’s.

This habit, however, must be established
purposefully says John Kilkenny, assistant
professor of music at George Mason Uni-
versity. “Treat practice time like a part of

child’s daily routine,” he said. “They have
to have a consistent time for practice. For
example, they come home from school each
day, have a snack and practice for 30 min-
utes.”

One key to keeping children motivated
to practice is setting goals, be they long-
term or for the current practice session.

“Goal-oriented practice for younger kids,
like a recital to work
toward, for example
is a good motivator,”
said Kilkenny. “The
biggest thing is con-
sistency, practicing
at or near the same
time every day just
like everything else
they do so that it be-
comes part of their
routine.”

For practice ses-
sions to be effective,
they must be orga-
nized and purposeful. This is another area
where goal setting can be useful says, Ann
McCoy, who teaches piano and violin in her
Bethesda, Md. home. “Maybe a goal for a
child who is working on a particularly dif-

ficult piece of music could be to spend their
practice time perfecting three or four mea-
sures,” she said. “Rather than focusing on
practicing for a set amount of time, they
could practice until the can play the three
measures perfectly and then they’re finished
for the day. That is more effective than say-
ing sitting for 30 minutes without accom-
plishing something specific.”

Adding a light-
hearted element to
practice, which can
be seen by some
children as labori-
ous, also encourages
students to practice.
“There should be
some sense that
playing the instru-
ment is supposed to
be fun and students
should … have some
flexibility beyond a
rigid experiences,”

said Kilkenny. “It shouldn’t feel like it’s a
negative experience.”

For parents who have trouble getting a
child to start a practice session, McCoy rec-
ommends trying different times of the day.

“For example, I had one mother who had
screaming matches with her children to get
them to practice after they’d finished their
homework in the evening,” she said. “She
changed their practice time to the morn-
ings after breakfast, but before they left for
school. That made a huge difference in their
willingness to practice because they were
rested and in a better mood.”

Parents should be realistic about their
child’s temperament and musical talent said
Gulyn.

“A child is only going to enjoy playing an
instrument if they’re good at it and parents
have to be realistic about that,” said Gulyn.
“Music isn’t easy for everyone.”

Choosing a teacher who is a good fit for
one’s child can have an effect on their de-
sire to practice. “Ask around for recommen-
dations, but find a teacher who inspires
their students,” said Gulyn.

“It’s important to make sure the teacher
is somebody who is credentialed and has
degrees in music and also that they’re con-
tinuing to be engaged professionally as
teachers and performers,” added Kilkenny.
“Usually in terms of choosing a teacher,
parents and children should have an oppor-
tunity to try a sample private lesson.”

Practice Makes Perfect Local educators share strategies for
getting children to practice music.

“Treat practice time like
a part of a child’s daily
routine. They have a
consistent time for
practice.”

— John Kilkenny,
George Mason University
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery.

Through March 19 at Torpedo
Factory, Studio 29, 105 N. Union St.
Cosmic Sights and Sounds, comes as
the winter night sky’s grand
collection of brilliant stars begins to
give way to the vernal equinox. This
show will also highlight the work of
featured artists Carol Bodin, Mickey
Kunkle, and Lynda Prioleau. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com
for more.

The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. On view in the museum’s
Coldsmith Gallery, the historical
objects and images featured
represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and
think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives of
the past help tell the story of

Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org for more.

Pick-Up Hockey. Ongoing,
Wednesdays and Fridays 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice Skating,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Play hockey
with other hockey buffs, hitting slap
shots and learning puck handling
skills that the pros use. Players must
have full equipment. 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224
for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 16
Chamber After Hours. 5:30-7 p.m. at

Blackwall Hitch, 5 Cameron St.
Networking event. Members $10,
non-members $25, members at the
door $25. Visit
www.alexchamber.com/ for more.

Author Claudia Kalb. 7 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington St.
An award-winning journalist will
deliver “Inside the Minds of History’s
Great Personalities with a French
Twist” talk and have her latest book,
the New York Times bestseller “Andy
Warhol was a Hoarder.” $5. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Lyceum or
call 703-838-4994.

Vanessa Carlton in Concert. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave. Part of a 20-date solo
tour. $110. Visit birchmere.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 17
Spring Garden Kickoff. 1:30-2:30

p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603

Green Spring Road. Learn tips for the
lawn and garden from Master
Gardeners including best practices
for selecting plants and starting
seedlings.Register at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes using code 2901896101 or
call 703-642-5173 for more.

Opening Reception. 6:30-9 p.m. at
the Principle Gallery, 208 King St.
For Principle Gallery with Kevin
Fitzgerald. Visit
www.principlegallery.com/
alexandria for more.

St. Patrick’s Day Free Rides. Free
Lyft rides will be offered to would-be
drunk drivers throughout Alexandria.
Visit www.soberride.com for more.

MARCH 17-19
Cherry Blossom Monuments

Cruise. Departing at 11:30 a.m.,
1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
from the waterfront at Cameron and
Union streets. View and listen to the
history of the monuments, memorials
and bridges on the Potomac River
and see the cherry blossoms. $30
round-trip for adults on weekends;
$17 roundtrip for adults on
weekdays; $16 round-trip for
children under 12 on weekends; $10
round-trip for children under 12 on
weekdays. Visit
VisitAlexandriaVA.com/spring or call
703-684-0580 for more.

MARCH 17-18
Local Documentaries. Screenings at

various times at Imagination Stage,
4908 Auburn Ave., Bethesda. Local
filmmakers include Ben Powell and
Taylor Powell, Falls Church, with
film “Charlie & Sam,” Vanina Harel
and Aditi Desai, Arlington, with film
“The Culture of Collards,” Joe
Dzikiewicz and Jaclyn O’Laughlin
from Arlington and Alexandria with
film “Encaustic,” and Lauren Knapp
of Alexandria, with “The Sandman.”
$10. Visit www.bethesda.org or call
301-215-6660 for more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 18
Advocacy Workshop. 1-4 p.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn how to effectively
use the voice to create change by
speaking up for the environment.
Visit audubonva.org/contact-stacey
for more information.

Author Discusses Historic
Furniture. 2 p.m. at the Lee-Fendall
House, 614 Oronoco St. Hal Stuart,
author of Virginia Sectional Furniture
1800-1860, compares two of 19th

century Virginia’s most successful
furniture makers – James Green of
Alexandria and African-American
entrepreneur Thomas Day. $5 in
advance, $7 the day of the program.
Visit www.leefendallhouse.org or call
703-548-1789 for more.

Silent Auction. 5:30-8 p.m. at The
Westin Alexandria, 400 Courthouse
Square. Benefit for the Alexandria
Symphony. Reception and silent
auction at 6 p.m., dinner, dancing

and auction at 8 p.m. Call 703-888-
0367 or email annarussi@live.com
for more.

Country-Western Dance. 6-9:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710 N.
Chambliss St. The Northern Virginia
Country-Western Dance Association
is sponsoring the dance. $10; non-
members $12; children under 18
accompanied by a paying adult $5.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free. BYO
refreshments. Visit www.nvcwda.org
or call 703-860-4941.

Tom Rush in Concert. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. $45. Visit www.birchmere.com.

MARCH 18-19
Women of Civil War Alexandria

Tour. 11 a.m. Tour starts at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Presented by the National Women’s
History Museum. $15. Call 703-461-
1920 or visit www.nwhm.org/get-
involved/events/walking-tours.

SUNDAY/MARCH 19
Understanding America in the

Trump Era. 10 a.m.-noon at Beth El
Hebrew Congregation, 3830
Seminary Road. This event features
Robert Siegel senior correspondent
and host of “All Things Considered,”
and Dante Chinni, ,journalist and
author. Call 703-370-9400 for more.

DEADLINE MARCH 19
2017 Open Exhibition. At the

Torpedo Factory, 201 N. Union St.

Entertainment

Calendar

By Steve Hibbard

The Gazette

T
he fifth-annual Bethesda Film
Fest will take place on Friday
and Saturday, March 17-18, and
will feature five short documen-

taries made by local filmmakers. The same
five documentary films will be shown at
each of three screenings, which feature film-
makers from Virginia, Maryland or Wash-
ington, D.C., and each screening is followed
by a discussion with the filmmakers. They
will be held at Imagination Stage, 4908
Auburn Ave., in downtown Bethesda. The
cost is $10.

The films, which are under 20 minutes
each, include: “Charlie & Sam” by Ben
Powell and Taylor Powell of Falls Church;
“The Culture of Collards” by Vanina Harel
of Washington, D.C., and Aditi Desai of Ar-
lington; “Encaustic” by Joe Dzikiewicz of
Alexandria and Jaclyn O’Laughlin of Arling-
ton; “Frogman” by Tyler Trumbo of Rich-
mond; and “The Sandman” by Lauren
Knapp of Alexandria.

Filmmaker Jaclyn O’Laughlin of Arling-
ton created the five-minute film, “Encaus-
tic,” with Joe Dzikiewicz of Alexandria
about a small community of artists that
practice the ancient art of encaustic paint-
ing, which is painting with melted wax. This
art form dates back to the Egyptian times

and had a resurgence in the 1950s with art-
ist Jasper Johns.

“My filmmaking partner Joe and I com-
peted in a timed competition through Docs
In Progress in Silver Spring, Md., and we
only had two days to make our documen-
tary. It was challenging to find a subject
matter for our film within a tight timeframe
and individuals who would agree to be in-
terviewed on such short notice,” said
O’Laughlin.

“The stars really aligned for us and we
found some amazing encaustic artists who
agreed to be filmed, and the subject matter
was also visually appealing and really per-
fect for a five-minute film,” she said.

Dzikiewicz added: “The big challenge in
making this film was filming four interviews
and B-roll or background shots on Friday
and Saturday and then doing all the edit-
ing on Sunday.”

Lauren Knapp of Alexandria made the 19-
minute film, “The Sandman,” which ex-
plores the issue of capital punishment from
the perspective of medicine. She said at the
center of the film is Dr. Carlo Musso, who
has been helping the state of Georgia ex-
ecute inmates by lethal injection since 2003,
adding that the medical community strongly
opposes the use of medicine for executions.
Yet, she says, most states practicing lethal
injection require a physician presence. In
exchange, they offer a cloak of anonymity.

Films include art of painting with wax,
history of collard greens, and a doctor
walking the line of his own morality.

Local Filmmakers at Bethesda Film Fest

Photos contributed

“The Culture of Collards” by
Vanina Harel of Washington, D.C.,
and Aditi Desai of Arlington.

“Encaustic” by Jaclyn O’Laughlin
of Arlington and Joe Dzikiewicz of
Alexandria.

“The Sandman” by Lauren Knapp
of Alexandria.

Her film explores Musso’s own moral
equivocation and justification for providing
“end of life care” within the correctional
environment, while personally opposing
capital punishment.

“Because of the controversial nature of
the job, most participating health care pro-
fessionals remain anonymous,” she said.
“And so it was difficult to find the names of
individuals participating — let alone some-
one interested in actually talking with me.”

Vanina Harel of Washington, D.C., made
the nine-minute film, “The Culture of Col-
lards,” with Aditi Desai of Arlington about
collards greens, which were brought to the
American South with the slave trade, and
represent a critical aspect of African-Ameri-
can cultural history.

“This project was particularly interesting

because it combined the topics of food se-
curity, sustainable farming, and culture. We
also had three different locations and char-
acters with different activities,” she said.
“The biggest challenge was to figure out
how to intertwine the three in a successful
way in such a short amount of time.”

❖   ❖   ❖
The hours of the Bethesda Film Fest are at

7 p.m. on Friday, March 17; and at 6 p.m.
and 8 p.m. Saturday, March 18. It is pro-
duced by the Bethesda Arts & Entertainment
District. For details, visit www.bethesda.org.
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Pipeline Playwrights’ Next Reading

By Steve Hibbard

The Gazette

P
ipeline Playwrights will present
its next reading of the world pre-
miere play, “The Men My Mother
Loved,” by Soo-Jin Lee on Mon-

day, March 20, at 7:30 p.m. at MetroStage
in Alexandria. In the play, a vacation to
Korea turns a mother-daughter relationship
into an exploration of why it’s worth reunit-
ing with ex-boyfriends. Through family,
food, and former lovers, Jang-Mi, a 54-year-
old Korean immigrant woman, drags her
Korean American daughter, Sun Young,
through life’s most important lessons —
who to love, how to love, who to kiss, and
who to marry.

“This is a tale about your average immi-
grant mother who wants to teach her Ko-
rean-American daughter life lessons about
love and marriage,” said playwright Soo-
Jin Lee, who spent eight years working on
the play. “It is culturally specific but my hope
as a playwright is to expose and reinforce
to those already familiar with this, that even

“The Men My
Mother Loved”
at MetroStage.

Soo-Jin Lee

though we may
speak different
languages and
were possibly
raised in different
cultures, human
relationships are
eerily the same.”

She wanted to
show how one
mother uses men
as a vehicle to ad-
mire and possibly

even worship herself. “Because most of our
present world is still a patriarchal society,
women are stereotypically seen as the
weaker half, the nurturers, or the martyrs,”
she said. As a 54-year-old, the mother in
the story is empowered in the affairs of love
and relationships, she said. “She is trying
to pass this baton of fierceness and fear-
lessness to love to her daughter, but how
willing is the daughter to listen and learn
from her mother’s past?”

Lee said she wants people to walk away
from the play learning something or feel-
ing something new for the Korean immi-
grant/Korean American experience. “Some
audience members may know the culture
intimately because they were raised in it.
Others may hardly know anything about it,”
she said.

The reading will be directed by Flordelino
Lagundino and will feature these Asian-
American actors: Tuyet Pham, Regina
Aquino Smith, Jennifer Knight, Stan Kang,
Steve Lee, Al Twanmo, and Amy Hard.

Lagundino said he’s hoping that audi-
ences go away having laughed, and nod-
ded in agreement that they see something
about themselves in the play. “This is
whether you come from an Asian-American
background or from whatever ethnicity you
identify as. Soo-Jin’s play is a story about
family and love and how we find ourselves
when we are put in unfamiliar situations.
It is about self-discovery, and the impor-
tance of following your own path,” he said.

Kang plays Kyung Tae, the mayor of Koje
Island and one of the men that Jang Mi
loved. “She is the one who got away and he
still loves her despite all of the time dis-
tance between them,” he said. One of his
challenges was to try to make Kyung Tae
remain a sympathetic character despite his
infidelity to his wife, he added.

Smith plays the role of Jang Mi, who is
both a matriarch and a young woman as
the story is told from different places in time
through her life. “She’s a life-force that is
full of love yet still longing for something
more and has been since the day she was
born,” she said.

“The biggest challenge is being true to the

character regardless of what age she is in
any given scene,” she said. “The heart of
Jang Min is always the same, but her objec-
tives and understanding of the world
around her changes from scene to scene.
So, the key is finding that heart and letting
it drive her actions.”

Hard plays the role of Sun Young, the
daughter who gets the opportunity to travel
with mom back to Korea for a mix of fun
and obligation. “She is a young Korean-
American woman dealing with her own
questions regarding tradition, expectations,
loyalty, privacy, culture — and how they
shape (intentionally, naturally, accidentally)
her relationships,” she said.

She said the show will have Asian-Ameri-
cans connecting on many levels — “what
we share, what we disagree with, what
makes us so different,” she said. “I hope it
makes people question, laugh, talk to fam-
ily in a deeper way — or respect why they
cannot, and gasp at Soo-Jin’s vulnerable and
raw honesty in sharing her story.”

The first reading of “The Men My Mother
Loved” by Soo-Jin Lee will be held on Mon-
day, March 20, at 7:30 p.m. at MetroStage,
1201 North Royal St., Alexandria. After the
reading, enjoy Korean food and refresh-
ments and informal conversation with the
playwright and actors. See www.facebook.
com/events/247702042346106/.
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

Exp. 4/30/17

Open call for proposals for a solo
exhibition in the summer of 2017.
The individual or group associated
with the chosen proposal will receive
a solo exhibition in Target Gallery
from July 13–Sept. 3. The artist(s)
will also receive a $1,000 stipend.
Call 703-746-4590 or visit
torpedofactory.org/target for more.

TUESDAY/MARCH 21
Megan Beyer Lecture. 11:30 a.m.-

1:30 p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Discussion with Megan
Beyer, an arts and gender equality
advocate, and journalist. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Documenting 20th Century Lives.
1-3 p.m. at at Hollin Hall Senior
Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road.
Historian Zack Wilske talks about
historical records available through
the Genealogy Program of the US
Citizenship and Immigration Services
and the National Archives. Free. Visit
www.mvgenealogy.org or call 703-
768-4101.

MARCH 21-26
Spring Book Sale. 4-8:30 p.m. at

Charles E. Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St. $3 or less, unless
specifically marked: hardbacks,
paperbacks, children’s books and
audio-visual items. All genres. $1 day
on Sunday, March 26. Visit
www.beatleyfriends.org or call 703-
746-1702 for more.

MARCH 21-APRIL 23
3-Dimensional Views Artshow.

Various times at the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, Studio 29, 105 N. Union
St. This show will also highlight the
work of three featured artists: Emma
Bednar, Gayle Roehm, and Emma
Thompson. Free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935 for more.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 22
WWI Airman Experiences. 7 p.m. at

The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
“Lecture-A Great War Veteran with a
Love of History,” focusing on Lloyd
Diehl Schaeffer, an airman of the
Great War. Free for Alexandria
Historical Society members, $5 for
non-members. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Lyceum or
call 703-746-4994 for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 23
Greendale Women’s Golf League.

1:30-3:30 p.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre
Drive. The Greendale Women’s Golf
Association is an 18-hole league that
plays once a week on Thursday
mornings at the Greendale Golf
Course on Telegraph Road. The
league is open to experienced golfers
of all abilities. Join the information
session to discuss the upcoming golf
season. Call 703-399-6496 or visit
gwgl.wordpress.com for more.

Kasey Chambers in Concert. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.

Vernon Ave. Seth Walker opens. Visit
www.birchmere.com or
sethwalker.com/ for more.

MARCH 24-APRIL 16
Water Taxi to National Mall.

Departing at 11:10 a.m., 1:35 p.m.,
and 4:30 p.m. from the waterfront at
Cameron and Union streets. Potomac
Riverboat Company offers a 30-
minute direct water taxi to the
National Mall in Washington, D.C. to
access events of the National Cherry
Blossom Festival, including the
Blossom Kite Festival. $28 round-trip
for adults, $16 one-way for adults;
$16 round-trip for children under 12;
$8 one-way for children under 12.
Visit www.potomacriverboatco.com/
water-taxi/national-mall/ or call 703-
684-0580 for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 24
Women of Civil War Alexandria

Tour. 11 a.m. Tour starts at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Presented by the National Women’s
History Museum. $15. Call 703-461-
1920 or visit www.nwhm.org/get-
involved/events/walking-tours.

Photographer Lecture. 7-9 p.m.
Gallery at Convergence, 1081 N.
Quaker Lane. Nina Tisara’s
photographic series: “Converging
Paths and United in the Spirit,” and
“Witnessing Worship: Connecting
through the lens of faith,” will run
March 17 to June 17. Call 703-998-
6260 for more.

Entertainment

By Hope Nelson

The Gazette

T
his week’s cold snap may
have shaken most of the
cherry blossoms loose, but

the month-long celebration of the
United States’ friendship with Ja-
pan continues apace. Beginning
March 15, the National Park
Service’s Cherry Blossom Festival
launched to celebrate all things

Japanese. Here are
three Japanese
steakhouses to visit
for a celebratory

taste — and with the right grill
master, a great show with dinner.

Sumo,
2016 Eisenhower Ave.

It’s easy to speed past Sumo,
tucked in the middle of a strip of
restaurants across from the Patent
and Trademark Office. But come

Tucked away facing the
Potomac River, Tokyo
Japanese Steak House is a
hidden gem.

Blending Entertainment with Dinner

Appetite

dinnertime, take a few minutes to pull in and grab a
seat at one of the restaurant’s hibachi tables — you’ll
be glad you did.

The menu sports a plethora of hibachi entrees,
ranging from a vegetable-only meal to a “lover’s din-
ner for two” with steak, chicken, lobster and shrimp.
Between these extremes await two dozen choices
based on your taste (and budget) for the evening.
No matter your selection, you’ll be treated to soup,
salad, and a shrimp appetizer, as well as fried rice
and noodles with your meal. Bottom line: Bring your
appetite; there’s a lot of food to consume, and it’s all
worthy of your time.

Tokyo Japanese Steak House,
66 Canal Center Plaza

Tokyo Japanese Steak House – or “TJSH” on much
of its branding – wins the award for Most Hidden

Restaurant in Alexandria by far.
Tucked away on the first floor of
Canal Center, facing the Potomac
River, you’ve got to know of this
hibachi’s existence to ever stumble
upon it. But take the time to ven-
ture to this more corporate corner
of Old Town — good things await
you.

Like many of its competitors,
TJSH has a non-hibachi menu
filled with teriyaki and the like, it’s
best to scan right down to the
teppanyaki section and choose
from an array of entrees to be
cooked right in front of you. From
chicken and shrimp to steak and
lobster, scallops to a vegetarian
option, you’ll find a great many
options to choose from. And a trip
to Tokyo Japanese can easily be a
family affair; the restaurant has
several choices on its kids’ menu
for younger diners.

Samurai Hibachi and Sushi Bar,
4603 Duke St.

Residents of Cameron Station or Alexandria’s West
End needn’t venture all the way to Old Town to get
their hibachi fix. Located in the Shops of Foxchase,
Samurai Hibachi hits the spot quite nicely. With an
array of hibachi tables and an extensive teppanyaki
menu, you’re sure to find both a seat and a good
meal.

Especially of note are Samurai’s lunch specials,
which ring in from $9 (vegetable) to $15 (steak and
shrimp). Since visiting a hibachi is entertainment
with a meal, the prices can tend to hike up, but tak-
ing advantage of the lunchtime offering will bring
the budget back down to baseline.

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista
blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Calendar
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass
(en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am
(with Sign Language
Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word); 10:30 am;
12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Monday-
Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
(Rosary at 8:30 am)

En Español:
Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;
First Friday, 7:30 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

From Page 9

Opinion

thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. We wanna see your king-
dom here!

Tuesday word leaked that President
Trump’s address to Congress would offer a
compromise on Immigration Reform. But
we soon discovered that his “Merit Based”
immigration proposal is code for “cream of
the crop only.” If you are like us and already
have an education, established businesses
and skills, then you have merit. There was
no recognition that those who come with
nothing, are fleeing a life of poverty or even
violence, can come to our great land and
build a life of merit.

And I pray, Lord have mercy. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. We wanna
see your kingdom here!

On Wednesday, Daniella Vargas, a 22-
year-old dreamer, was arrested after a press
conference where she was telling the story
of how her father and brother were arrested
on their way to work. As a family they have
been in the United States for 15 years, work-
ing hard and creating a productive life for
themselves; contributing to the community.
Daniella is in school to become a math pro-
fessor. But because the family overstayed
their 90 day Visa Waiver 15 years ago, ICE
announced they are now pursuing immedi-
ate deportation without a court hearing or
bond.

And I pray, Lord have mercy. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. We wanna
see your kingdom here!

When Jesus started his ministry he started
it saying: “The Time has come; the Kingdom
of God is at hand. Repent and believe the Good
News!”

Jesus is telling us that this is the time!
Don’t wait! Act Now! Another world is pos-
sible! The Kingdom of God is at hand, it is
within reach, in our grasp. But we have to
repent and believe the Good News to re-
ceive it. To repent means to reorient our
values. Turn away from the self-serving val-
ues of the world and toward the inclusive

love of God.
God offers transformation to all. The

Good News is that another world is possible.
But we must act upon it, accept God’s love,
grace, and mercy in our lives; recognize God
loves everyone — no exceptions, and start
living God’s love, grace, and mercy towards
all.

When the son of God is telling us that
“Another world is possible” we need to lis-
ten. And instead of acting in fear of each
other, start figuring out how to work with
each other to make it happen.

Our life together in the United States is
not a “Zero Sum Game.” Jesus teaches us
that if we seek first the Kingdom of God
and his righteousness then all we need and
more will be added to us. Another world is
possible. In the words of the Gospel singer
William McDowell, “Can you hear it, the
sound of heaven touching earth?”

There are enough of us from all faith tra-
ditions that understand love unites, while
greed, hate and exclusivity divides. There
are enough of us who understand the kind
of world God created and the kind of world
God wants. We want to see his kingdom
here. Thy kingdom come thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

The time has come, the kingdom of God
is at hand. Repent and believe the Good
news.

To repent and believe the good news
means we have to start living it and acting
on it now. There is no time to waste. Don’t
agonize, organize.

Can you hear it? The sound of
heaven touching earth!

When I was asked to join a prayer vigil
and press conference at ICE Regional head-
quarters, I did it to stand up as a witness to
the truth of God’s love for all. Yet I was not
sure I wanted to take this to another level.
When I arrived I was encouraged to take
this action because my District Superinten-
dent (who I report to) was there to support
and encourage me.

And again I was encouraged and
emboldened because an old friend and
mentor, Jim Wallis, from Sojourners maga-
zine, a progressive Christian voice for spiri-
tual renewal and social justice, was there

to encourage me to speak boldly for God.

Can you hear it? The sound of
heaven touching earth!

Later that afternoon my Bishop called to
say, “Well done good and faithful servant.”
She too encouraged and lent her support.
It is important that we support one another
in standing for righteousness. Today she
contacted me to lend her support and en-
couragement before our prayer vigil.

Can you hear it? The sound of
heaven touching earth!

Governor McAuliffe, Senators Kaine and
Warner, have all issued letters asking Home-
land Security Secretary John Kelly to ex-
plain what’s going on with the ICE Raids.
Governor McAuliffe asked “why are they
detaining Virginia residents without cause
or allegations of specific criminal activity?”
Kaine and Warner have issued statements
that they are not getting satisfactory an-
swers.

Senator Warner invited me to be his guest
at President Trump’s first address to Con-
gress. Seventeen other members of Con-
gress invited others to the speech who are
either undocumented, dreamers, or immi-
gration advocates, as a way of saying
Trump’s vision of America is not our vision.

Can you hear it? The sound of
heaven touching earth!

Congressman Don Beyer, Senator Tim
Kaine, Congresswoman Linda Sanchez, and
Congresswoman Michelle Lujan Grisham
and a host of our local elected officials show
up at a press conference at Rising Hope to
say we will not stand for this kind of treat-
ment toward immigrants.

Can you hear it? The Sound of
heaven touching earth!

On Wednesday the Chicago Catholic Car-
dinal tells his priests if federal immigration
authorities knock on the doors of their par-
ishes without a warrant, priests should turn
them away and call the archdiocese’s law-
yers.

On Thursday the Cardinal from the Arch-
diocese of Washington issued a statement
that the church’s values compel it to oppose
the deportation of people already living in
the United States.

The Rev. Jeff Mickle, the United Method-
ist District Superintendent for the Alexan-
dria District, issued a letter to Methodist
clergy quoting Christian activist Jim Wallis,
“If the choice is between honoring a
president’s campaign promise or honoring the
commands of Jesus, the Church has no choice
but to follow Jesus, even if it leads us to stand
up against the actions of the government.”

Can you hear it? The sound of
heaven touching earth!

Today! Look around you. Look at you
here; hundreds coming out today on a very
cold day to show support to the immigrant
in our community. Saying we stand with
you. We pray for you. We will work for your
safety and the safety of our community. We
are one. We welcome you in our commu-
nity.

Can you hear it? The sound of
heaven touching earth!

Another World is possible but we have to
repent and believe the Good News. We have
to live it. We have to act on it. We cannot
take it for granted. The time to organize is
now. The Kingdom of God is at hand.

Can you hear it? The sound of
heaven touching earth!

The Sound of Heaven Touching Earth

U.S. Rep. Don Beyer, the Rev. Keary
Kincannon and Lt. Gov. Ralph
Northam
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ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 17-02-05

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking responses from qualified Offerors interest-
ed in Project Management (PM) Services for the New West 
End Elementary School.

Sealed Responses with the notation RFP# 17-02-05 Project 
Management Services for West End Elementary, will be re-
ceived in the Central Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock 
Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 
pm, April 10, 2017. The time of receipt shall be
determined by the time clock stamp in the Procurement office. 
Responses appropriately received will be opened and the 
names of the firms responding will be read aloud. RFQ 
documents may be obtained at the above Procurement
Office or by calling 703-619-8343, or by downloading the RFQ 
from the ACPS website at http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial-
services/purchasing, after registration on the Vendor Self 
Service system.

All questions must be submitted before 4:30 p.m., on April 3, 
2017.  If necessary, an addendum will be issued and posted to 
the ACPS web site.

No RFQ may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days 
after the opening of proposals except as may be set forth in the 
RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFQ and/or reject any 
or all applications and to waive any informalities in any 
response.

Sharon T. Lewis M.P.S., CPPB, VCO
Director of Procurement & General Services

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Mrs. Mary “Jean” Baker (Wade) passed away 
peacefully at ManorCare in Alexandria, VA, on Monday, March 
6, 2017, at the age of 85. She is preceded in death by her hus-
band, Edward Baker, also of Alexandria, and her brother, Wal-
ter L. Wade, of CA. Jean is survived by her brother, Richard S. 
“Dick” Wade and his wife, Margaret “Betty” Wade of Manassas, 
VA, as well as two nieces, Ann Hornsby of CA, and Wanda 
Keith of FL, and two nephews, Richard E. Wade and Jonathan 
O. Wade of Manassas, VA. Jean was born on August 28, 
1931, in Alexandria, VA, to Calvin and Mary Wade. She gradu-
ated from Mount Vernon High School. Jean worked as the Ad-
ministrative Assistant to the General at Fort Belvoir for the US 
Army. Jean was a long time resident of the Mt. Vernon area in 
Fairfax County. She was an excellent communicator and writ-
er. She enjoyed writing letters to her family and friends. A 
graveside service is scheduled for Saturday, March 11, 2017, 
at 10:00 AM. The Reverend Thomas A. Castle will officiate the 
ceremony at Pohick Episcopal Church in Lorton, VA. Friends 
are invited to attend and celebrate Jean’s life with her family. In 
lieu of flowers, please send donations in her memory to Pohick 
Episcopal Church.
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We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, March 18, 2017, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described 
items.
******

AN ORDINANCE making supplemental appropriations for the 
support of the Alexandria City Public Schools for fiscal year 
2017.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the adoption of 
supplemental appropriations for the operation of the Alexandria 
City Public Schools in fiscal year 2017.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend Section 2-4-116 of Article P 
(Alexandria Commission on HIV/AIDS) of Chapter 4 
(Committees, Boards and Commissions) of Title 2
(General Government) of the City of Alexandria Code.

The proposed ordinance would remove members from entities 
that no longer exist or work on HIV/AIDS issues in Northern 
Virginia, as well as adding more at-large citizen members to 
the Alexandria Commission on HIV/AIDS.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 9-301 (RE-
VIEW REQUIRED) under Section 9-300 (SIGNS WITHIN THE 
OLD AND HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA, PARKER-GRAY
AND 100 YEAR OLD BUILDING DISTRICT) of Article IX 
(SIGNS) of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, in accord-
ance with the text amendment heretofore approved by city 
council as Text Amendment No. 2016-0008.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Text Amendment No. 2016-0008 to update and revise sign 
regulations in historic districts.
******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDI-
TIONS MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDI-
NANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE
CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL.  If the mayor finds and declares 
that weather or other conditions are such that it is hazardous 
for members to attend the meeting, this meeting will be contin-
ued to the following Saturday. 

JACKIEM. HENDERSON, MMC, CITY CLERK
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CHESS CLUB
ADVANCED PLAYERS

SUNDAYS AT 
MARVIN'S 

BARBERSHOP 
2 - 5 PM

8328 RICHMOND HWY
ALEXANDRIA VA 22309

CONTACT MARVIN
703-585-6908

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

21 Announcements

When spider
webs unite, they
can tie up a lion.
-Ethiopian Proverb

• NOW HIRING SEASONAL EMPLOYEES
   up to 6 Months!
• WORK 30-40 HOURS DURING SEASON!
• $10.00-$11.00 per hour PLUS OVERTIME
• RETURNING SEASONAL BONUS!
• REWARDING PHYSICAL WORK THAT
   WILL KEEP YOU IN SHAPE!

**EARN EXTRA INCOME**
SEASONAL/PART-TIME

Northern VA, Garden Center Merchandiser

Apply Online at our Website:

www.bellnursery.com/careers/

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized grower/ vendor is looking for
hardworking people to stock our products at a garden center near you.

Looking to join Team Purple?
Do you love nature, plant life, the outdoors

and beautiful blooming flowers?
Your journey to becoming a part of our team starts here!

Be apart of our AMAZING team!

Perfect for students, retirees, teachers, or anyone else who is looking for
a generous extra paycheck while working alongside a world class team!

We are hiring several seasonal positions.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

EmploymentEmployment

ClassifiedClassified

Light tomorrow with today!.
-Elizabeth Barret Browing

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Power Washing
Go from green to clean, do you have

mold on your siding rotten wood that’s
a hoa voilation? We do houses, decks,
fences, side walks, etc. Deck and fence

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

PLUMBING PLUMBING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

Water Heaters
Sump Pumps
Faucets
Toilets
Drain Cleaning
Water Leaks

703-388-6601
www.hightideplumbingofva.com
herb@hightideplumbingofva.com

Residential & Commercial

It’s Never Too Early to schedule 
your pool opening for 2017

Call Jonathan Ruhe & Team
at Anthony & Sylvan Pools

Opening and Closing Packages
(4th season free if booked before April 1)

Annual Pool Maintenance Contracts 
10% OFF if booked by April.  

703-803-7374 Ext. 3140

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

holiday service project. Register and learn more at
http://britepaths.org. Contact 703-273-8829 or
hpassist@britepaths.org.

The Hollin Hall Senior Center in Alexandria is
hosting a one-time Repair Cafe event on May 6,
10 a.m.-2 p.m. All types of handy volunteers are
needed. Instructors are needed for the following
classes: basic art with a focus on acrylic
painting, basic woodworking, Italian and
ballroom dance. They also need a piano
instructor, and a garden helper. Meals on
Wheels drivers, substitute drivers, and co-
coordinators are needed for routes throughout
the county. Much of the coordination can be
completed via phone and computer. Call 703-
324-5406, email
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/olderadultservices/
volunteer-solutions.htm.

THURSDAY/MARCH 16
Legal Issues for Small Businesses. 8:30-10

a.m. at Holiday Inn & Suites, 6055 Richmond
Highway. New to business? An experienced
hand? Don’t get bogged down by contracts,
intellectual property questions, to incorporate or
not, and volatile partners. Join SFDC as we kick-
off the 2017 Business Roundtable Speaker Series
season with attorneys Jennifer Schiffer and
Jennifer Elgin, from Bean Kinney & Korman P.C.
Visit sfdc.org to register.

SATURDAY/MARCH 18
Lions Membership Drive. 11 a.m. in the St.

Louis School Cafeteria, 2907 Popkins Lane. The
Mount Vernon Evening Lions Club will be
having a membership information meeting.
Learn about the Lions: who they are and the
projects they support in the community and
worldwide. Email mvelions@yahoo.com, visit
www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/mountvernonelc/,
or call 703-960-4973.

THURSDAY/MARCH 23
Volunteer Orientation. Don’t pass up the

chance to work side-by-side with county
archeologists and historians in both the field and
in the lab. Join the corps of volunteers working
with the Fairfax County Archaeological Research
Team (CART). Prospective archaeology
volunteers are asked to attend an Archaeology
New Volunteer Orientation prior to applying for
lab or field volunteer positions. Register by
clicking on the link under Volunteering at
cartarchaeology.wordpress.com/help-us/.

Groundbreaking Ceremony. 10 a.m. near the
entrance to Huntington Park, located at the end
of Liberty Drive, near the Arlington Terrace
intersection (5601 Liberty Drive). The Fairfax
County Department of Public Works and
Environmental Services will hold a
groundbreaking ceremony to mark the start of
construction on the Huntington Levee. A new
levee and pumping station will protect the
Huntington community from catastrophic
flooding.

Chamber Networking Event. 5:30–7:30 p.m.,
at Embassy Suites, 8100 Loisdale Road,
Springfield. Free for Chamber members and
their guests, $25 for others. Contact Mount
Vernon Lee Chamber of Commerce at 703-360-
6925 or visit www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org.

DEADLINE APRIL 1
Football Scholarships. The National Capital

Region Chapter of the National Football
Foundation is accepting nominations for five
$1000 scholarships to high school senior scholar
athletes who played high school football.
Nominees are evaluated on academic and
athletic excellence, as well as contributions to
their school and community. Nomination
packets have been mailed to each high school
head coach in the National Capital Region.Visit
www.footballfoundation.org for more.

THURSDAY/APRIL 6
2017 Economic Outlook Summit. 8-11:30

a.m. at Belle Haven Country Club, 6023 Fort
Hunt Road. The summit is hosted in partnership
between Southeast Fairfax Development
Corporation and the Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber of Commerce, and is one of the
premier economic forums in Fairfax County.
Individual admission is $35. Visit mtvernon-
leechamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/
economic-outlook-2017-2704.

From Page 11
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

20173
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