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SYA lacrosse player
Tatum Bulger holds
check for $21,000
raised by 4th Annual
Lax 4 a Cause for the
non-profit organiza-
tion, Special Love.
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By Ashley Claire Simpson

Centre View

L
ast year, SYA lacrosse player
Tatum Bulger was diagnosed
with Ewing Sarcoma, a rare form
of cancer that affects children

and young adults. Now, at 11 years old and
in sixth grade at Virginia Run Elementary
School, Bulger said she feels “awesome” in
the face of a shrinking tumor and plans to
cheer on her lacrosse team at their regular
weekly practices in Centreville.

Already, Bulger has used her personal
battle with cancer to benefit the greater
good. As a member of the SYA lacrosse com-
munity, Bulger and her father recommended
that this year’s 4th Annual Lax 4 a Cause, a
spring charity event held by the SYA and
CYA lacrosse associations, benefit the non-
profit organization, Special Love. Special
Love provides support and resources to chil-
dren in the Mid-Atlantic with cancer and
their families.

“I started playing lacrosse when I was in
first grade,” Bulger said. “Lax 4 a Cause this
year was so cool because, I went to Camp
Fantastic last year, a sleep-away camp that
Special Love organizes. My dad is on the
committee board for SYA, and he saw how
happy I was when I came back from Camp
Fantastic. It is such a great cause. It was
just so cool and it was my first sleepaway
camp. I definitely made a lot of life-long
friends, and the experience made a differ-
ence in my life.”

Lax 4 a Cause is a pre-season tournament
between CYA and SYA lacrosse teams that
takes place at Centreville High School ev-
ery spring, the weekend before the official
season starts. In the weeks leading up to
the tournament, every youth who plays on
a CYA or SYA lacrosse team raises money
for a chosen charity.

The first two years, all event proceeds
went to the Wounded Warrior Project. Last
year’s Lax 4 a Cause benefitted the Fisher
House Foundation. The 2017 Lax 4 a Cause,
held on Saturday, March 18, raised $22,000
for Special Love. It was a record year.

The lacrosse kids as well as the surround-
ing community get excited about raising the
funds leading up to the big day.

“All the money the kids raise goes to the
charity, and we use corporate sponsors to
offset some of the costs of putting on the
event,” he said. “We have a lot of vendors
and sponsors that donate prizes. We reward
the top three boys and the top three girls,
as well as the team that raises the most
money, so all the kids get excited to
fundraise. The lacrosse community is pretty
tight, and it’s pretty amazing what our two
organizations have been able to accomplish
over the last four years. After next year, we
will have surpassed more than $100,000 of
charitable donations. It’s all through
grassroots efforts. This year, our players got
really excited about it because they were
helping one of their own.”

The winning team raised $2,919, and the
top two individual fundraisers each raised
close to $1,000.

“One of the big stories was Tatum,”
Stewart said. “She was the first place
fundraiser among the girls and was touched
when I told her that a lot of SYA players
pledged their fundraising in her name.”

Bulger was honored by this kind of sup-
port, and is still in awe of the turnout.

“It feels really cool, because if you had
told me a year ago that I was going to help
donate a lot of money to an awesome orga-
nization, I wouldn’t have believed it,” she
said.

Stewart said that March 18 couldn’t have
been a better day for the event, with per-
fect weather and plenty of entertainment
even when youths weren’t on the field.

“Every single team participated, and it’s
a whole day of lacrosse and other kinds of
fun,” Stewart said. “Glory Days came out
with a prize spin wheel. There were all kinds
of sponsors that made it possible for the kids
to come and run around and watch lacrosse
games all day. It was free and open to the
public, so all the families could come out
and enjoy themselves, too.”

Halfway through the event, at noon on

SYA lacrosse player Tatum Bulger receives a custom-made lacrosse
stick.

SYA, CYA combine efforst to raise funds for nonprofit organization Special Love.
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Lax 4 a Cause Delivers $22,000

“We were really looking for something
close to home, because we’d like it to stay
local,” SYA Lacrosse Commissioner Damien
La Ruffa said. “When Tatum asked us to
donate the proceeds of our event to Special
Love this year, we couldn’t think of a better
way to honor her. She’s one heck of a kid,
really inspirational. At the end of the day,
when we totaled everything after the event,
it came to $22,000. This is the most we’ve
ever given. We blew out our goal of $20,000
by 10 percent, and everyone was really ex-
cited.”

Lax 4 a Cause began in 2014, when Scott
Stewart, the vice commissioner of SYA La-
crosse, approached LaRuffa with the idea,
inspired by a charity tournament that he
himself had played in with the commis-
sioner of CYA lacrosse, Chris Saben.

“Together, the three of us brainstormed
the idea for SYA,” LaRuffa said. “The first
year, in 2014, was such a success that it’s
become an annual event. It’s a kickoff to
the lacrosse season, every year, a week be-
fore the playing season starts. It’s a great
way to get the kinks worked out, and do it

for a great cause.”
Lax 4 a Cause lasts all day, during which

each SYA team plays its CYA counterpart.
Each game, including one for the coaches
to face off, are about an hour long. Even
though there is a scoreboard, points accu-
mulated in each game aren’t that important.

“We play all of our boys’ teams against
their boys’ teams, and all of our girls’ teams
plays against their girls’ teams,” LaRuffa
said. “We do a scrimmage-like tournament,
and everyone gets to play. We don’t really
keep track of scores, just who wins more
games throughout the course of the day. SYA
was the overall winner this year, but it’s all
in good fun. The playing of lacrosse is re-
ally the icing on the cake.”

Because of the volume of SYA and CYA
lacrosse players, a little bit raised by each
person goes a long way.

“Our goal is that each kid raises about
$100, and we have 600 kids playing lacrosse
between both our organizations,” LaRuffa
said. “The kids raise money through family
and friends, bake sales, or even going door-
to-door.”
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By Bonnie Hobbs

F
or 17 years, Shannon
Khatcheressian played second
fiddle to Chantilly High Theater
Director Ed Monk. But she was

just as involved as he in the school’s the-
ater program and productions.

Monk retired last summer; and now, in
her first year at the helm, she’s proven ev-
ery bit as talented and capable as him. Un-
derscoring that point, on March 4, her stu-
dents won the VHSL (Virginia High School
League) One-Act Play Competition in
Charlottesville to bring home the state
championship.

“We were absolutely thrilled,” said
Khatcheressian. “It had been such a great
day of theater — and to end it on such a
high note by winning first place really put
a beautiful bow on the package.”

Actually, Chantilly’s victory was the cul-
mination of other outstanding performances
along the way. The local thespians took first
place over seven other schools at District
level and came in second to Fairfax High in
Regionals, with both schools advancing to
states. There, they vied against the top two
regional winners from southern Virginia.

And when the acting was done and the
stage lights went out, Chantilly was de-
clared the winner — with an original play
written by Khatcheressian. Called “A Mo-
ment,” it was a dramedy following three
people after their deaths. One man died in
his 30s; another, in his late 40s; and a
woman died in her mid-20s. The play ex-
amined what each would have done differ-
ently, the day they died and throughout
their lives, had they known they would die
so young.

“For example, one man talks about how
he would have kissed his wife before leav-
ing home, even though he was rushing out
the door,” said Khatcheressian. “Another
person reflected on what he would have
said to loved ones and wished he’d told
them how grateful he was for everything
they did for him.”

The show had a 21-person cast and a crew
of seven, and the Chantilly students cap-
tured three out of the four acting awards
presented. Adam LeKang was named Out-

standing Actor, and both Adrianna Castillo
and Maria Benincasa received Outstanding
Actress honors. The other award for top
actor went to a Fairfax High student.

“All four Outstanding Actor awards for the
state went to FCPS students, which was re-
ally cool,” said Khatcheressian. “It speaks
highly of the level of talent and commit-
ment that we have within our theater pro-
grams here in Fairfax County.”

Regarding her expectations for Chantilly
before the event, she said, “I was just
thrilled at the opportunity to see these stu-
dents go to the state competition because
they’d worked so hard. They so beautifully
brought to life a piece of work that I wrote
that I was so proud of them, no matter what
the result was going to be.”

Khatcheressian said the judges were “very
kind in their remarks” about her play and
recommended she publish it. “They com-
mented on how it made the audience re-

flect on never taking anything for granted
because you never know when your last day
will come,” she said. “But yet, we mixed in
so much comedy into such a dark subject
that the judges gave us kudos on that, as

well.”
Planning to take the judges’ advice, she

said, “I’m excited to submit it as my first
published play, along with the children’s
play, ‘Imagine If,’ that I wrote a few years
ago.”

All in all, said Khatcheressian, having her
students perform a piece she wrote was “a
wonderful learning process for all of us, in
that they were flexible with the changes I
made to the show throughout the rehearsal
process to get the script finalized.” And, she
added, “The judges also noted how polished
the ensemble was — because it really was
an ensemble piece. The students were such
a cohesive unit that they intertwined beau-
tifully and understood the other actors’
rhythms. They played off each other won-
derfully to tell the story.”

Next on tap for Chantilly is the musical,
“How to Succeed in Business without Re-
ally Trying.” It’ll take the stage May 3-6.

State Championship for Chantilly High Theater
Director’s original play takes top honors at VHSL competition.

Director Shannon Khatcheressian (front row, far left) and her Chantilly High theater students are all smiles
after winning the VHSL theater championship.

From left: Adam LeKang, Maria
Benincasa and Jack David perform
a scene from the play, “A Moment.”
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By Bonnie Hobbs

C
apt. Dean Lay has only been the
commander of the Sully District
Police Station for six months,

but he’s been a member of the Fairfax
County Police Department for nearly 24

years. And before that, he served in the
military.

Originally from Currituck County, N.C.,
he joined the Air Force at age 19. He was
with a K-9 unit guarding Presidents Bush
and Clinton, spending two years assigned
to Air Force One. He also served three years

in narcotics detection.
Then in 1993, he applied to the Police

Department here. “My dad, a Vietnam
veteran, was in the Navy,” said Lay. “So
after having moved so much, growing up
in the military, I wanted to plant my feet
somewhere.” He also married and be-
came the father of three boys and two
girls, now ages 3-22.

His first assignment was as a patrol of

‘Another Way to Make a Difference’
Sully District Police Station’s
commander enjoys helping others.

Police Capt. Dean Lay at his desk
at the Sully District Station.
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Babe Ruth Award winners John
Pyzdrowski and Bill Dowd (not
pictured Mark Kaczmarek); also
pictured are the SYA Executive
Board Members and Commissioner
Brian Seeley.

Cheerleading Award winners
Maggie Carmichael, Janinne
Dawson, and Virginia Anderson;
also pictured are the SYA Executive
Board members and Commissioner
Tammy McCarron.

Volleyball Award Winners Charles
Orth (not pictured Jack Skym and
Douglas Middleton); also pictured
are the SYA Executive Board mem-
bers and Commissioner Nick
Kokulis.

Wrestling Award Winners Scott
Brubaker (not pictured John
Douglas and Keith Sholders); also
pictured are the SYA Executive
Board members and Commissioner
Ken brown.

Southwestern Youth Association Honors Volunteers

T
he Southwestern Youth Associa-
tion (SYA) held its annual Vol-
unteer of the Year Awards Ca-
sino Night at the Chantilly Na-

tional Golf and Country Club on MArch 4.
The Executive Board of Directors presented
awards to the 2016 volunteers of the year.
SYA honored the volunteers from all of its
sports for their commitment and service to
the youth in the area.

Damien LaRuffa, Lacrosse Commis-
sioner, received the SYA Executive
Board of Director’s Award, pre-
sented by SYA President, Gary
Flather, for his Outstanding Service.

SYA Board of Directors, pictured bottom row, Jeff Stein, Vice President and Soccer Commissioner; Bob Woo-
druff, Little League Commissioner; Tammy McCarron, Cheerleading Commissioner; Damien LaRuffa, La-
crosse Commissioner; and Alonzo Davis, Track & Field Commissioner; top row, Gary Flather, President; Nick
Kokulis, Volleyball Commissioner; Bryan Hunt, Treasurer; Brian Seeley, Babe Ruth Commissioner; Will
Pickett, Legal Council; Shashana Courtney, Softball Commissioner; and Ken Brown, Wrestling Commissioner
(not pictured Pete Cuomo, Secretary; Dave Scanlon, Basketball Commissioner; Starr Karl, Field Hockey
Commissioner; Tom Healy, Football Commissioner; and Rob Lymburner, Rugby Commissioner.

Football Award winner Rob
Estabrooke (not pictured Jason
Mullins and Ted Diacoumis); also
pictured are the SYA Executive
Board members (not pictured
Commissioner, Tom Healy).

Lacrosse Award winners Dave
Katzen and Mike Fitch (not pic-
tured Michael Norusis); also pic-
tured are the SYA Executive Board
members and Commissioner
Damien LaRuffa.

Little League Award winners Todd
Ruckert, Ben Lorigo and Dennis
Pluchinsky (not pictured Scott
Bowers); also pictured are the SYA
Executive Board members and
Commissioner, Bob Woodruff).

Rugby Award winners Susie
Hoopes and Pam Martin (not
pictured Kathryn Raymond); also
pictured are the SYA Executive
Board members (not pictured
Commissioner, Rob Lymburner).

Basketball Award winner Kevin
Susko (not pictured Kristi Purdy
and Jon Shields); also pictured are
the SYA Executive Board Members
(not pictured Commissioner, Dave
Scanlon).

Soccer Award winners Kim
Mysinger and Jeff Manuel (not
pictured Dave Kwieraga); also
pictured are the SYA Executive
Board members and Commissioner
Jeff Stein.

Softball Award winners Edric
Carreon and Joe Huber (not pic-
tured Dione Neely); also pictured
are the SYA Executive Board mem-
bers and Commissioner Shashana
Courtney.

Track and Field Award winners
(not pictured Anthony McGhee, Sr.,
Nick Ron and Bradley Smith);
pictured are the SYA Executive
Board members and Commissioner
Alonzo Davis.
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From Commander’s Perspective

Police Capt. Dean Lay has received
many honors during his career.
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ficer at the Franconia District Station. He
then worked fraud and forgery cases with
a shopping-center unit. He was also in the
Civil Disturbance Unit and was one of the
first coordinators of the Police Department’s
newly formed Gang Investigations Unit.

Lay made detective in 1997. “We worked
out of police headquarters in the Massey
Building, and it took special techniques and
talents to work with the gangs,” he said.
“Then I went to the Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center in New Mexico to
learn Spanish to work with the victims of
gang violence. And many times, the victims
were the gang members, so we made a lot
of progress.”

In 2002, Lay was promoted to sergeant,
assigned to the West Springfield station and
then to Franconia again. His career then
took another twist. “The federal prosecu-
tor for the Eastern District of Virginia called
and asked for me to be assigned to a Public
Corruption, Labor Fraud and Immigration
Fraud task force,” he said. “It was based on
one of the cases I’d been working on as part
of the gang unit.”

“It was rare for them to allow a sergeant
to continue working on that case at a higher
level on a federal task force,” said Lay. “I
worked on this case and on a political-asy-
lum case involving human trafficking, along
with other federal agencies. They ended up
becoming huge cases.”

Afterward, in 2005, he was appointed to
the National Capital Regional Intelligence
Center in Northern Virginia. He described
it as a “fusion center” where various fed-
eral, state and local jurisdictions shared in-
formation to prevent crime.

“I was the supervisor on any cases that
could affect public safety, including terror-
ism,” said Lay. “We had lots of interesting
cases; I was part of the national effort to
combat terrorism and organized crime, and
I worked with the FBI and the Department
of Homeland Security.”

Promoted to second lieutenant in 2006,
he then became director of that center, now
called the Northern Virginia Regional Intel-
ligence Center, until October 2011. “As re-
warding as that was, I wanted to get back
to my police roots — because that’s the ca-
reer I signed up for,” he said.

From 2011-13, Lay was back at Franconia
as that station’s bike team and patrol su-
pervisor. “I also managed the Assault Task
Force,” he added. “Men were assaulting
women and running, and people were
afraid to go out — and we stopped that.”

Next, in 2013, he was promoted to first
lieutenant and served as a police liaison
commander at the McConnell Public Safety
and Transportation Operations Center in
Fairfax. As such, he was the liaison between
the fire and police departments, Office of
Emergency Management, state police and
the emergency call-takers.

Then, surprise — Lay returned once more
to Franconia in 2014; but this time, he was
the station’s assistant commander. After just
a year, he was promoted to captain and was
sent to the Office of the Chief, Planning and
Research Bureau. There he commanded the

Crime Analysis, Intelligence and Crime Pre-
vention programs.

And after county Board of Supervisors
Chairman Sharon Bulova established the
Communities of Trust Committee in Decem-
ber 2014, Lay worked on it with her, com-
mittee Chairman Shirley Ginwright and
Police Chief Ed Roessler. The diverse group
focuses on strengthening bonds and build-
ing positive relationships between public-
safety agencies and the communities they
serve.

Lay planned Public Safety Days, where
residents and police would gather infor-
mally to play games and get to know each
other as people. He also researched the best
practices for the Police Department to fol-
low.

Then in September 2016, he came to the
Sully District Station as its new commander.
He replaced Capt. Bob Blakley, who became
commander of the Police Department’s Traf-
fic Division.

“I like serving people and the officers; I
enjoy it,” said Lay. “As a kid, I volunteered
to help children with disabilities. And as an
adult, I helped construct an orphanage in
Zambia, Africa, with a church group. My
kids also helped build a school in Haiti. So
for me, being here [at Sully] is another way
to make a difference and to give back.”

And with 107 officers to cover 70 square
miles, Lay said working at this station is
never routine. He’s also happy to be there.
“The citizens are outstanding; they’re the
reason this community is such a great one,”
he said. “They’re very supportive and thank
us for jobs well done, whenever we’re out
and about.” And knowing that this area is
home to diverse residents from all walks of
life and socio-economic statuses, he believes
it’s important for police to do all they can
to establish trust in the community.

With larceny from vehicles being the
district’s most-frequent offense, Lay would
like to strengthen the station’s Neighbor-
hood Patrol Unit and community-outreach
efforts. “And I want the officers to feel like
they’re part of the community,” he said. “For
example, they should introduce themselves
to business owners and residents.”

As for him, he’s going to start attending
homeowners’ association meetings. Basi-
cally, said Lay, “I want to come to the com-
munity, let people hear from the Police De-
partment and listen to people’s concerns.”
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V
irginia’s General Assembly has refused
to accept one of the key provisions of
the Affordable Care Act, expansion of

Medicaid at almost no cost to Virginia that
could have covered 400,000
uninsured Virginians and would
have brought more than $10
billion into the state. It has also

cost lives.
Ironically, the failed bill to “repeal and re-

place” the Affordable Care Act included
changes to Medicaid that would have penal-
ized states, like Virginia, that did not expand
Medicaid, permanently reducing federal fund-
ing.

On Monday, Gov. Terry McAuliffe proposed
a budget amendment restoring his authority

Expand Medicaid Now
Virginia has missed out
on $10 billion, 30,000
jobs and care for
400,000 citizens.

to pursue planning for Medicaid expansion in
the wake of the failed repeal effort in Congress.

Kansas and North Carolina are taking steps
this week to expand Medicaid, hoping to join
the 31 other states plus the District of Colum-
bia that have already done so.

More than 140,000 residents of Fairfax
County have no health insurance. More than
40,000 residents of Arlington and Alexandria
have no health insurance. That’s more than 12
percent of the people who live in one of the
wealthiest areas in the nation.

A Harvard Medical School study determined
that the decision by 25 states to reject the ex-
pansion of Medicaid coverage under the Af-
fordable Care Act would result in between
7,115 and 17,104 more deaths than had all
states opted in. In Virginia, the number of
deaths due to failure to expand Medicaid: be-
tween 266 and 987.

From a practical perspective, declining fed-
eral money to provide healthcare to uninsured
Virginians makes no more sense than declin-
ing federal funds for transportation or educa-
tion.

In Virginia, 102,000 uninsured people with

a mental illness or substance use disorder could
qualify for coverage if Medicaid were expanded
under the Affordable Care Act.

As Virginia and the rest of the nation wrestles
with heroin and opioid addiction, expanding
Medicaid would allow for expanding treatment
programs. One of the big obstacles to helping
people who are fighting addiction is the avail-
ability of treatment when it is most needed.

“The time has come for us to bring our tax-
payer dollars back to serve the individuals who
need them the most,” said McAuliffe. “With this
amendment, I’m asking the General Assembly
to work with me to pursue Medicaid expan-
sion and put this funding to work for our most
vulnerable Virginians.”

Primaries for candidates for the House of
Delegates plus governor, lieutenant governor
and attorney general are in June, with all seats
on the ballot in November. An important ques-
tion as voters choose: What is their position
on Medicaid expansion? How did incumbents
vote?

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
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School Libraries
Empower
Students
To the Editor

April is School Library Month
and this year’s theme is “Because
School Libraries Empower Stu-
dents.” Unfortunately, a large per-
centage of parents, school admin-
istrators, and other community
members are unaware of the vital
role that school libraries play in
students’ education, or the re-
sources that they have to offer.

As certified teachers, school li-
brarians empower students every-
day through information literacy
instruction, book talks, author vis-
its, and collaboration with teach-
ers. School libraries are transform-
ing from quiet storehouses of
knowledge into vibrant digital
centers where students are able to
not only access information, but
create it. 3D printers, legos, iPads,
knitting centers, games and so
much more are being infused into
curriculum instruction and used to
challenge students to creatively
develop projects with real world
applications.

Although the potential for stu-
dent learning and empowerment
in the school library is limitless,
many decision makers have yet to
realize the potential and necessity
of a fully involved and well-funded
school library program. For it is the

school librarians who will help
lead students as they step into the
information age and it is the
school library where students will
explore their passions, engage
their creativity, and hone their
critical thinking skills.

Anna Gerhart
Centreville

Celebrate School
Library Month
To the Editor:

Maya Angelou once said, “Any
book that helps a child to form a
habit of reading, to make reading
one of his deep and continuing
needs, is good for him.” Very few
things in life are as empowering
as reading. Whether “reading” the
pictures of a book or reading the
text itself, as a first grade teacher
and future librarian, I have seen
this empowerment first hand.

Promoting a lifelong love of
reading is something I am passion-
ate about; so I am writing to in-
form your readers about School
Library Month, which takes place
annually every April. Andy Weir,
author of “The Martian,” is this
year’s spokesperson. If you have
read his book and/or seen the
movie by the same name, you
know that the main character,
Mark Watney, “epitomizes creativ-
ity and perseverance” (AASL Presi-
dent A. Church, 2017). In much

the same way, school libraries “em-
power students to be critical think-
ers, enthusiastic readers, skillful
researchers, and ethical users of
information.” (American Associa-
tion of School Librarians, 2009).
This year’s theme, “Because School
Libraries Empower Students,”
embraces the mission of the school
library program.

The school library is the heart
of the school where students, staff,
and community members are wel-
come to gather in a friendly space
to access information in traditional
print and multimedia non-print
formats. The school library pro-
vides students a variety of re-

sources that reflect the
multicultural community from
which they come and the diverse
interests they enjoy. The school li-
brary empowers students to dis-
cover, think, and inquire about the
world around them through read-
ing.

As Frederick Douglass once said,
“Once you learn to read, you will
be forever free.” Please join me
and School Librarians around
country as we celebrate School
Library Month.

Leslie A. Dunbar
First Grade Teacher,

Bull Run Elementary

Email announcements to centreview@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

DEADLINE APRIL 1
Civil War Research scholarship to a

public or private high school senior
who resides in Fairfax, Fairfax City,
Prince William County, Manassas
City, or Manassas Park from the Bull
Run Civil War Roundtable in
Centreville. Visit http://
bullruncwrt.org for more.

SUNDAY/APRIL 2
Kick Off National Crime Victims’

Rights Week. 4:30 p.m. check in
begins at at the Fairfax Corner
Shopping Center, 4100 Monument
Corner Drive, Fairfax. Join the

Fairfax County Police Departments
Victim Services Section on Sunday,
April 2, 2017 to help launch the 2017
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
(April 2-8), with the 5th Annual 5K
Walk and Crime Victim Tribute.
Crime victims, survivors, family
members, friends, and the
community are invited to raise
awareness for victims’ rights in
Northern Virginia and show their
support for all victims of crime. Free.
To register, visit
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
NCVRW2017.

FRIDAY/APRIL 14
Westfield Mulch Order Deadline.

Have your mulch delivered right to
your driveway on April 21 or 22.
Order early, there is a limit on the
total number of bags that can be
delivered. $5 per bag. $2 per bag, for
students to spread mulch, also
limited number of slots. Order today
at bit.ly/2kAh4fb.

Bulletin Board
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

www.foha.org

Adopt Volunteer Donate
The Treasure Hound

14508-D Lee Road,
Chantilly, VA

(Corner of Rt. 50 and Lee Rd.
One light West of Rt. 28)

703-263-9073

A No-Kill Shelter for Cats & Dogs

Variety
of Beautiful
Treasures

Great
Prices

Your Local
Upscale Resale Store
All Proceeds Benefit

Friends of
Homeless Animals

Western Fairfax Christian Ministries
Since 1987, WFCM has served our community
of Western Fairfax with compassionate, life-
essential services to reduce hunger and the

risk of homelessness among the working poor and those in financial
crisis, helping clients achieve financial self-sufficiency.

Donation Hours: Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
4511 Daly Drive, Suite J, Chantilly, VA, 20151

www.WFCMVA.org  •  703-988-9656

• Oil, Sugar, Flour (2 lb bag preferred)
• Canned Fruit
• Canned Pasta
• Pasta Sauce, Canned Tomatoes
• Canned Meat and Fish (Chicken,

Ham, Spam, Tuna, and Salmon)
• Canned Vegetables (Greens,

Carrots, Mixed Vegetables)
• Box/bag of Rice (2 lb pkg)

• Dried Beans, Peas, Lentils
• Hot and Cold Cereal
• Small Dish Soap; Laundry

Soap
• Deodorant
• Toothpaste
• Feminine Hygiene Pads

(Note: Toiletry items can’t be
purchased with food stamps)

Most-Needed Items:

Faith

By Coyan Lewis

Baptist General Convention

of VA, Women’s Ministry

T
he annual Youth Concert, hosted by Chantilly
Baptist Church earlier this month, raised
funds for the Children’s Home of Virginia

Baptist, Inc., Children’s Development Center in Pe-
tersburg, Va.

The Children’s Home is a “Legacy of Love,” accord-
ing to the home’s director, Dr. Jean Cobbs.

The Youth Concert had more than 100 children
and youth who ministered through prayer, song, step
and liturgical dance. Youth groups from Baptist
churches in Northern Virginia united around the
theme of “Children Helping Other Children Who Are
in Need.”

Founded in 1947 by Dr. Charles Dodd as an or-
phanage for predominantly underserved children of
color, the Children’s Home is owned by the Baptist
General Convention, and faith based organization,
which is comprised of churches, ministries and mem-
bers throughout the region.

Officially opened on Dec. 7, 1947, the home aims
to offer a sense of stability to the children in its care
by providing the same educational, social, cultural
and religious opportunities afforded to other chil-

dren, according to the Children’s Home website.
While the home continues to offer free services to

the surrounding communities, such as a daycare and
before and after school programs, it struggles with
high mortgage and bill payments as well as an in-
ability to repair or replace aging building infrastruc-
ture.

Following the 1st annual Youth Concert held in 2016
at the First Baptist Church of Vienna in 2016, the
Children’s Home of Virginia Baptist received an out-
pouring of love and support including monetary do-
nations.

These and several other contributions have made
it possible for the establishment to keep their doors
open to serve those most in need, according Cobbs.
She also recognized the Rev. Gregory L. Spurlock,
pastor of Oak Grove Baptist Church of Sterling and
board chair for the Children’s Home, for his contin-
ued commitment and dedication to the home. Cobbs
encouraged all, to continue to support Spurlock in
his efforts to keep the Children’s Home in full opera-
tion.

Many families depend on the services offered by
the home, particularly if there is only one parent or
both parents have to work.

Diana C. Hodge, Area D vice president, along with
other members of Area D of the Baptist General Con-
vention of VA, Women’s Ministry were instrumental
in organizing the youth concert.

“We wanted to get everybody involved,” Hodge
said. “We wanted to let them know about the seri-
ousness of the Children’s Home and that we all need
to step up and do more.”

Children Helping Children
Baptist churches raise
money for Children’s
Home.

The Mime Team of Chantilly Baptist Church

Sadie E. Hodge, 2-years-old, in Chantilly
Baptist Church.

Blu Ari Woods of Oak Grove Baptist
Church in Sterling.
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By Marilyn Campbell

F
or Katie Wendel, a spring break va-
cation this year won’t mean loading
up the car and driving several hun-

dred miles or waiting in long lines at the
airport. While the Bethesda mother of five
is planning to enjoy some relaxing down-
time with her family, she won’t venture far
from home.

“We’re going to be tourists this year and
visit the monuments and museums in Wash-
ington. We’re also going to try to find every
avenue in the city that’s named after a
state,” said Wendel. “If you think about it,
there’s so much to do in this area that we
all take for granted. You really don’t have
to leave the area to feel like you’re in an-
other city.”

From museum exhibits to adventure cen-
ters, a goldmine of family getaways abounds
locally. There are even activities for family
bonding available without leaving home.

“Ask the kids what they would like to do.
Involve them and give [them] a choice.
Whatever it is they suggest, come up with a
plan to document their adventure so they
can share it with grandparents or siblings
away at college, said Lois Stover, Ph.D.,
dean, School of Education and Human Ser-
vices at Marymount University. “Let them
help plan the Metro route or just look at
the Metro map and randomly pick a station
and explore that area.”

“A lot of adults assume that kids want a
big trip, but a lot of times a kid will say, ‘I
want to blow bubbles in the back yard.’ It’s
important for children to have a say in how
the family uses its free time,” said Carolyn
Lorente, Ph.D., professor of psychology at
Northern Virginia Community College.

Among the recommendations that Stover

offers are activities at one’s neighborhood
library and trips to indoor public swimming
pools. For animal-loving families the Na-
tional Zoo offers beasts ranging from el-
ephants and eagles to tigers and frogs.

“Get outside and take the family to one
of the lesser known national parks, like
Prince William, or walk the C&O Canal,”
said Stover.

There’s also Gravelly Point Park near
Reagan Washington National Airport in Ar-
lington, which is ideal for family picnics,
games of kickball or simply watching air-
planes take off and land.

“If it’s warm, do a beach day in the back-
yard [or] set up an indoor mini-golf course
with Nerf balls [or use] Wiffle balls and
bats,” said Stover. “Have a dance party, a
science day. Have a ‘Today is Blue, or what-
ever color works, Day,’ so everyone wears
blue, all foods are blue, you ride the blue
line Metro just to see where it goes, [for
example].”

The U.S. Botanic Garden Conservatory on
the National Mall is where Stephanie
Kleinman is planning to take her twin
daughters during spring break.

“The girls call it a museum for plants, and
it’s neat to go from the desert to the jungle
all within one building,” said Kleinman who
lives in McLean. “We’ll probably check out
some of the other museums while we’re
downtown.”

There are times when a staycation can
be more relaxing than travel, says Lorente.
“If you look at the list of the top 100 stres-
sors in life, taking a vacation is on the list,”
she said. “A staycation, when done with
purpose, can really be good.”

Advanced planning is a key to making that
time spent together meaningful, advises
Lorente. “A lot of times people say they’re
taking a staycation and they end up doing
chores around the house. And everybody is
on their electronics,” she said. “But it’s re-
ally about family bonding and everyone
coming together and creating shared expe-
riences as a family.”

Local national parks like Theodore Roosevelt Island are ideal for family
staycations, says Lois Stover, Ph.D. of Marymount University.
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Backyard Adventure

Family Connection

Ideas for a spring
break family
staycation.
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Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 4:

• Centreville

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Power Washing
Go from green to clean, do you have

mold on your siding rotten wood that’s
a hoa voilation? We do houses, decks,
fences, side walks, etc. Deck and fence

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561    703-393-1060

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

MULCH

Dark in color, Fast Service
Order Now For Best Quality
703-327-4224
703-282-8268

MULCH
Double Shredded Hardwood

It’s Never Too Early to schedule 
your pool opening for 2017

Call Jonathan Ruhe & Team
at Anthony & Sylvan Pools

Opening and Closing Packages
(4th season free if booked before April 1)

Annual Pool Maintenance Contracts 
10% OFF if booked by April.  

703-803-7374 Ext. 3140

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 4:

• Centreville
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
Recently I went online to book a trip to

Topeka, Ks. to meet our new niece, Sabella
Rey. I went to Trivago for the hotel reserva-
tions and Expedia for the plane/rental car res-
ervations. That’s what I’m supposed to do,
right? The process seemed simple enough and
without too-much further adieu, I was able to
make all the arrangements, including renting a
car for the four days we’d need one. And I
even booked my father-in-law’s hotel reserva-
tions as well, almost as if I knew what I was
doing. Subsequently, I received all my email
confirmations indicating that I had in fact suc-
ceeded in one of my least favorite endeavors:
computing my way to safe and secure travel
plans.

For a few days, especially after receiving
the site’s emails and reviewing them for accu-
racy, I thought all was right in my travel-plan’s
world. Then I started receiving multiple emails
and pop-up ads from sites promoting their
hotel and flight reservations/rates. Expedia, the
site on which I made my plane reservations
began bombarding me with flight and rental
car deals. Trivago, the site on which I made
our hotel reservations, began bombarding me
with hotel and rental car deals. None of which
I needed. All of which had been completed
when I went on their sites originally and made
my hotel, flight and car rental reservations.

Given the way in which the Internet has
changed the world and provided computer-
ized access to almost everything, I was only
slightly surprised by the bombardment. I’m
clear on the concept, just not confident in the
process. Nevertheless, I realize there really
isn’t any alternative these days to researching
goods and services — and prices. My dilemma
arose after the fact when I received all these
offers on the exact goods and services I had
ALREADY booked. What had I done, and how
much extra money — and hassle had I done
doing it?

I thought I was solving a problem (travel
plans which involved coordinating our flight
arrival in Kansas City from Baltimore, with my
father-in-law’s flight arrival from New York
City), not creating one. After receiving all
these offers and inducements from Expedia,
Trivago and others, I’m now wondering if I
missed an opportunity to simplify our travel
plans and spend less for having done so?
Obviously, I don’t have an answer since I
never clicked through the ads/opened the
emails to see what the solicitation was all
about. I didn’t have the patience and besides,
certainly concerning the airlines, wouldn’t
there be penalties for changing/canceling a
flight? And what about my father-in-law’s air-
line reservations? It was all too much to juggle
so I stood pat. Soon, the ads and emails
slowed down to a trickle and I was no longer
remained — regularly, about my presumptive
incompetence.

But I’m thinking about the next trip now,
and perhaps that was the point. Maybe there
is a better way to minimize travel expenses
and maximize benefits? But how do I accom-
plish that, really? It’s not like I can fake
hotel/plane/car rental reservations in hopes
that the site’s artificial intelligence will think
I’m still a potential buyer rather than one
who’s already bought. What good would that
do? The solicitations are designed for current
action not for a definite maybe sometime in
the future, aren’t they?

I’m certainly more aware now of how the
process sort of works. But I’m less certain how
I could actually change my behavior in order
to become less of a victim and more of a
beneficiary. I imagine it has to do with making
my computer more of a friend, which doesn’t
interest me in the least. Of course, I want to
pay less for my travel plans, but I’m not sure if
the cost of doing business that way is worth
the pain and suffering it inevitably will cause.

How Do I Know
Then What I
Don’t Know Now?

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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EmploymentEmployment

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 
practice in Alexandria and Fairfax has 
an opening for a FT/PT position with 
some travel between offices. Ideal for 

nurses returning to the workforce.  
Competitive salary with benefits. 

Orientation provided. Fax resume to 
703-914-5494 or email to 
cmaschedule@aol.com.

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

News

From Page 3

Lax 4 a Cause Delivers $22,000

SYA lacrosse player Tatum Bulger speaks to the crowd.
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that crisp, clear Saturday, everyone
cleared the field for a ceremony, which in-
cluded the check presentation to Special
Love.

“Tatum was there, and she presented the
check to Special Love,” La Ruffa said. “We
also presented her with a custom-made la-
crosse stick. There’s only one of them in the
world and it’s hers.” Stewart said he is al-
ways amazed at how the Northern Virginia
lacrosse community rallies together.

“There are lots of volunteers that make
this day possible,” Stewart said. “This year,
there were a good 25-30 volunteers outside
the coaches. Parents would run the
scoreboard. The Chantilly and Centreville
lacrosse communities just really gets to-
gether behind this event, and it’s awesome
to see it all come together.”

LaRuffa said that this event will happen
for as long as he’s a part of the association,
and hopefully for many more years to come
after that. He said he also hopes that it will
grow in scope.

“Our goal is to inspire other clubs to do

Learn about
Emergency Response

The next available Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) Class is
scheduled to begin on Monday, April 24 at
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Acad-
emy. There are two sessions each week on
Mondays and Wednesdays that run until
May 17. The class is 28 hours in length, plus
the final practical exercise.

The training prepares residents to help
themselves, their families and neighbors in
the event of a disaster in their community.
Through CERT, residents can learn about
disaster preparedness and receive training
in basic disaster response skills such as fire
safety, light search and rescue, and disaster
medical operations.

CERT training is free of charge and basic
gear is provided. The minimum require-
ments to participate in CERT training at any
level is that residents be 16 years of age or
older, and either be a Fairfax County resi-
dent, or work in the county. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/cert/cert.htm.

Free Carseat
Inspections

Certified technicians from the Sully Dis-
trict Police Station will perform free, child
safety carseat inspections Thursday, March
30, from 5-8:30 p.m., at the station, 4900
Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. No appoint-
ment is necessary. But residents should in-
stall the child safety seats themselves so
technicians may properly inspect and ad-
just them, as needed.

Because of time constraints, only the first
35 vehicles arriving on each date will be
inspected. That way, inspectors may have
enough time to properly instruct the

caregiver on the correct use of the child seat.
Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to confirm
dates and times.

Annual International
Showcase Coming

The Centreville Immigration Forum is
hosting the 7th Annual Centreville Interna-
tional Showcase on Saturday, April 22, from
5:30-9 p.m. at the Korean Central Presby-
terian Church, 15451 Lee Highway,
Centreville.

The free event offers international enter-
tainment and food from local restaurants.

The Centreville Immigration Forum is a
community volunteer group focused on
immigration and diversity in the Centreville
area, with goals to implement sustainable
programs that: provide immigrants in need
with the means to improve their lives and
become more integrated into the commu-
nity; improve communication and coopera-
tion among all groups serving immigrants;
and build community recognition of our
strength in diversity. See
www.centrevilleinternationalshowcase.org.

Several Volunteers
Needed

Western Fairfax Christian Ministries at
4511 Daly Dr. Suite J, Chantilly seeks indi-
viduals to volunteer for the following:

❖ Volunteer(s) to clean office and bath-
room, Tuesday or Thursday, either 8:30-
9:30 a.m. or 2:30-4 a.m.

❖ Volunteer(s) to answer phones and
schedule appointments, Tuesday and Thurs-
day, 2 - 4:30 p.m. Requirements: good
phone skills, personable, able to conduct
pantry tours. Interview and completed ap-
plication required.

❖ Volunteer(s) for Client Services Intake,
Monday and Friday, 9:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m.
Requirements: Spanish speaker preferred,
ability to work with clients, able to conduct
pantry tours. Interview and completed ap-
plication required.

❖ Volunteer for Food Pantry, bagging cli-
ents’ food choices, Thursday, 10:45 a.m. -
2:15 p.m. Requirements: must be able to
stand for long periods of time and lift at
least 25 pounds. Interview and completed
application required.

See wfcmva.org/how-you-can-help/vol-
unteer-program/

Food Donations
For WFCM

Western Fairfax Christian Ministries’ food
pantry needs donations of 1-2 pound bags
of rice; fruit juice; jelly; red, white or black
beans (can or bagged); canned vegetables
(no green beans of corn needed); macaroni
and cheese; can pasta; pasta sauce; and
pasta (spaghetti, rotini, elbow, etc.).

Toiletries needed, which WFCM clients
cannot purchase with food stamps, include
diapers, toothpaste, shampoo and solid de-
odorant. Bring all items to WFCM’S food
pantry’s new location at 4511 Daly Dr. Suite
J, Chantilly from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Mon-
days through Fridays. Email tkelly@
wfcmva.org to coordinate a food drive.

Volunteer Drivers
Are Needed

Fairfax County needs volunteers to drive
older adults to medical appointments and
wellness programs. For these and other vol-
unteer opportunities, call 703-324-5406 or
go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults
and click on Volunteer Solutions.

Roundups

the same thing, and to join forces,” he said.
“Think: if teams in Loudoun County, and
other areas join, it would be incredible.

You’re talking about millions of dollars over
the course of the next few years that the
northern Virginia lacrosse community could
raise for worthy causes.”
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Entertainment

Email announcements to centreview@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

ONGOING
Toddlin’ Twos. Tuesdays, 10:30 and

11:30 a.m. at the Chantilly Library,
4000 Stringfellow Road. Early
literacy storytime with songs and
activities included. Age 2 with
caregiver, free. Call 703-502-3883 to
reserve a spot.

Storytime for Three to Fives.
Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m. at the Chantilly
Library, 4000 Stringfellow Road.
Stories and activities for children age
3-5 with caregiver. Free. Call 703-
502-3883 to reserve a spot.

Plant Clinic. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. at
the Chantilly Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road. A neighborhood
plant clinic with horticultural tips,
information, techniques, and advice.
Free. Reserve space at 703-502-3883.

ESL Book Club. Mondays, 7 p.m. at
the Centreville Regional Library,
14200 St. Germain Drive. Meet and
discuss a book chosen by group. Free.
Call 703-830-2223 to reserve a spot.

ESL Book Club. Every other Saturday,
11 a.m. at the Chantilly Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road. Adults learning
English are welcome to meet and
discuss a book chosen by the group.
Call 703-502-3883 for book title.

Lego Block Party. Every other
Tuesday, 3 p.m. at the Chantilly
Library, 4000 Stringfellow Road.
Legos will be provided for an
afternoon of building. Grades 3-6.
Free. Reserve space at 703-502-3883.

Duplo Storytime. Every other

Wednesday, 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. at
the Chantilly Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road. Develop and
reinforce early literacy skills for
reading success. Ages 1-3 with adult.
Free. Reserve space at 703-502-3883.

Legos Kids Club. Every other
Tuesday, 10:30 a.m. at the
Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive. Thousands of
Legos to play with. Ages 6-12. Free.
Call 703-830-2223 to reserve a space.

Starlight Storytime. Every other
Wednesday, 7 p.m. at the Centreville
Regional Library, 14200 St. Germain
Drive. Stories under the stars for ages
4-8. Wear pajamas and bring stuffed
friends. Free. Reserve space at 703-
830-2223.

THROUGH MARCH 31
Slave Life Exhibit. Various times at

the Sully Historic Site, 3650 Historic
Sully Way, Chantilly. $7 adults, $6
students, and $5 seniors and children
age 5-15. Artifacts excavated from
around Sully’s 18th-century slave
cabins. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/sully-historic-site/ or call 703-
437-1794 for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 30
“Singin’ in the Rain.” 7 p.m. at

Liberty Middle School, 6801 Union
Mill Road. Visit www.fcps.edu/
LibertyMS/ or call 703-988-8100.

FRIDAY/MARCH 31
“Singin’ in the Rain.” 7 p.m. at

Liberty Middle School, 6801 Union
Mill Road. Visit www.fcps.edu/
LibertyMS/ or call 703-988-8100.

Singing Bowl Sound Bath. 7:15 p.m.
at WheelHouse Mind Body Studio,

12644 Chapel Road. Suites C,D,
Clifton. Visit www.wheelhousemind
bodystudio.com for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 1
Watershed Clean-Up. 9-11:30 a.m. at

Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, 5040
Walney Road, Chantilly. Help remove
bottles, cans, tires, and other
carelessly dumped debris from local
streams. Call 703-631-0013 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
eclawrence for more.

Clifton STEM Fair. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Lord of Life Preschool, 13421 Twin
Lakes Drive, Clifton. A day of hands-
on STEM (Science, Technology
Engineering and Math) activities
including Minecraft modding, Lego
robotics, math crafts, experiments
and science magic show. Visit
www.stemfairclifton.com for more.

Grand Opening. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Bowlero Centreville, located at
13814 Lee Highway. Thirty bowling
lanes, ping pong, billiards, corn hole
toss, and shuffleboard. Visit
www.bowlero.com for more.

Medicinal plants in the Civil War.
4-5 p.m. at Frying Pan Farm Park,
2709 West Ox Road, Herndon.
Program includes a guided hike
around the Frying Pan Meeting
House to learn to spot the plants that
were used to heal during scarce
times. Call 703-437-9101 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
fryingpanpark/.

“Singin’ in the Rain.” 7 p.m. at
Liberty Middle School, 6801 Union
Mill Road. Visit www.fcps.edu/
LibertyMS/ or call 703-988-8100.

SUNDAY/APRIL 2
Japanese Tea Tastings. 11 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. and 1-2:30 p.m. at Sully
Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully
Way, Chantilly. Discover varieties of
green tea and sample Japanese
sweets. Call 703-437-1794 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully-
historic-site for more.

TUESDAY/APRIL 4
Annual Veterans Celebration. 5

p.m. at Chantilly High School, 4201
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly.
Arranged by students from Chantilly
High School and sponsored by the
Chantilly National Honor Society.
Email chsnhsveteranscelebration@
gmail.com for more/

SATURDAY/APRIL 8
Easter Eggstravaganza Wagon

Rides. 10:30 a.m. at Frying Pan
Park, 2709 West Ox Road. Start with
the egg hunt and then ride around
the crop fields. $2. Ages 2 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks.

APRIL 8-9
Mother’s Day Art Show. 1-6 p.m. at

6540 Jerome Court, Manassas.
Original paintings, photography,
fused glass, prints, and hand-crafted
jewelry. Visit visitmanassas.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 9
Festival of Color. noon-7 p.m. at Bull

Run regional park, Centreville.
Celebration of festival of colors, Holi,
with the sensational Bollywood
singer Mika Singh. Visit
womenmpower.org/ for more.

Model Train Show. 1-4 p.m. at the
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax
Station. The Northern Virginia
NTRAK members will hold an N
gauge T-TRAK model train show.
Museum members and ages 4 and
under, free; ages 5-15, $2; 16 and
older, $4. Visit www.fairfax-
station.org or call 703-425-9225.

ALEXANDRIA
7879 Heneska Loop
703-971-0200

OTHER TURTLES NEAR YOU

CHANTILLY
4301 Chantilly Shopping Center

 Chantilly, VA 20151 
 571-375-1196

FAIRFAX
3950 University Drive, Suite 209

 703-934-5550

COME TO THE TURTLE... 

WHERE THE SPORTS FANS GATHER.

C E N T R E V I L L E
COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To highlight your faith
community,
call Karen at
703-778-9422b

The Church of the Ascension
Traditional Anglican Catholic Services

1928 Book of Common Prayer, 1940 Hymnal,
and the King James Bible with Apocrypha

www.ascension-acc.org (703) 830-3176

Holy Communion 10 a.m. Sundays
 (with Church School and Nursery)

13941 Braddock Road
Centreville VA 20120

in the “Old Stone Church”
of Historic Centreville


