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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

S
ince 2002, there have
been several signifi-
cant flooding inci-
dents in the Hunting-

ton area of Alexandria, with
damage caused to vehicles and
property.

2006 sticks out in the mind
of James Patteson, director of
Fairfax County Public Works
and Environmental Services.

“There were a lot of people
coming together in that hor-
rible event,” Patteson said. Out
of the flooding, he continued,
it showed “the resiliency and
patience of the community.”

For the more than 160
homes in the FEMA-designated floodplain
at risk for future flooding, March 23 repre-
sented a turning point: the groundbreaking
of a $30 million levee and pumping station
project designed to protect the community
from Potomac River tidal surges and flash
flooding from Cameron Run Watershed.

The project is being funded from a
stormwater bond that Fairfax County vot-

ers approved in 2012.
Board of Supervisors chairman Sharon

Bulova called it “a big deal,” that the in-
vestment “says a lot about Fairfax County.”

All residents, Bulova said at the
groundbreaking, “can understand the fear
and uncertainty that comes from flooding.”

Bulova said the new levee, which when
completed in two years will stretch for

2,800 feet and stand nearly seven feet tall,
should protect against most storms.

A concrete I-wall will run along the top
of the earthen embankment, which will sup-
port an eight-foot-wide asphalt trail.

Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon)
said the project “gives us a sense of perma-
nence… this area hasn’t had in a long time.”

Storck’s predecessor Gerry Hyland was in

office during the 2006 flooding,
and saw that first responders
were able to help pump out
residents’ basements.

Hyland called seeing the
Huntington levee come to frui-

tion one of his best experiences. He said a
flooding impact study from the 1980s that
fallen by the wayside was pulled back out
during his tenure and brought before the
board. Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee) said
it was Hyland’s tenacity and persistence
when confronting challenges to the levee
project that brought them all to the

County Breaks Ground on Huntington Levee
$30 million
project aims
to protect
community
from flooding.

Supervisor Jeff McKay (right) praised the local first responders, members of the Penn Daw
Fire & Rescue Station 11, “The Pride of the Highway,” for their service. The station’s “B
Shift” is pictured.

More Information
For additional information, here

are contact details:
❖ General questions about the

project, call 703-324-5800, TTY 711,
or send email to
HuntingtonLevee@fairfaxcounty.gov.

❖ To report construction-related
concerns during regular business
hours (Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.), call 703-324-5800, TTY 711.
For after-hours concerns related to
construction activities contact the
Project Engineer at 571-344-4615.

❖ For rising water that threatens
safety, call 9-1-1. To report storm
flooding during regular business
hours (Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.), call 703-877-2800, TTY 711.

❖ For after-hours storm flooding
emergencies that are not life threat-
ening, call 703-323-1211, TTY
703-239-8498, and state that you are
reporting a storm sewer emergency.

❖ For sanitary sewer flooding, call
703-323-1211, TTY 703-239-8498.

❖ Report suspicious activities to
the public safety non-emergency line
at 703-691-2131, TTY 703-204-
2264.

Fairfax County firefighters use rescue boats to aid Hun-
tington residents who were forced to evacuate their
homes due flash flooding Sept. 8, 2011.

Former Supervisor Gerry
Hyland (D-Mount Vernon)
was in office during the
2006 flooding, and saw
that first responders were
able to help pump out
residents’ basements.

Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon) said the project
“gives us a sense of permanence… this area hasn’t had
in a long time.”
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

See Diversion First,  Page 7

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

M
ore than 100 people filled
the Ernst Cultural Center at
Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College’s Annandale

Campus on Sunday, March 26, to hear more
than a dozen elected and faith leaders, as
well as representatives from local organi-
zations speak about hate speech, bias inci-
dents and hate crimes.

With a recent rise in hate crimes taking
place across the country, Attorney General
Mark Herring has addressed the issue at
numerous events in Fairfax County already
in 2017.

“There is a lot of fear out there,” Herring
said. “I have felt it.”

Herring spoke about a web page he cre-
ated for his website located at
www.nohateva.com, dealing specifically
with hate crimes: how are they defined, how
to report one, what are resources for vic-
tims.

Herring’s page defines hate crimes as
those “committed against a person or prop-
erty motivated in whole or in part by an
offender’s bias against a race, religion, dis-
ability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender,
or gender identity.”

In 2015, the site states, there were a re-
ported 155 such crimes in Virginia.

Herring said he wanted every Virginian
to know they have rights he is working to
protect, and that professionals in his office
are there to “defend, keep families safe and
seek justice.”

Steven Gordon, Assistant U.S. Attorney,
defined harassment in the context of civil
rights and federal laws, and encouraged
anyone to contact him directly with com-

plaints regarding harassment they’ve seen
or experienced.

Giulio Arseni, Supervisory Special Agent,
FBI Civil Rights Division, helped explain the
difference between hate speech and a hate
crime, particularly with regards to the First
Amendment.

“Many times you can do nothing about
speech,” Arseni said, “Where does it cross
the line?”

Speech becomes a hateful act, in the eyes
of law he said, “when it shows serious in-
tent to commit violence against another.”

Fairfax County Chief of Police Edwin
Roessler said there were 83 hate “events”
in the county last year, and 60 in 2015. Most
of these, he said, involve graffiti and hate

speech.
“Around the country, hate and bias are

everywhere, including around this county,”
Roessler said, “We will not tolerate this in
Fairfax County.”

Roessler urged residents to engage with
their local police districts; that FCPD rep-
resentatives would come out to
homeowners’ association meetings, to other
local groups, to show they care, take respon-
sibility and investigate any hate events.

Dr. Mary Ann Panarelli, Fairfax County
Public Schools director for Intervention and
Prevention Services, said building youth
resiliency, helping them to believe in them-
selves, can prevent a variety of things, in-
cluding hateful acts against one another.

Panarelli spoke about the importance of
mentors in the community, that “every child
needs to have an adult that cares and is
trusting,” whether that be a teacher, par-
ent, or community member who reaches
out. The program also included expressions
of the Golden Rule from 10 different reli-
gions, including Bahá’ísm, Buddhism, Hin-
duism, Islam and Judaism.

Religious leaders also discussed explor-
ing community solutions to hate speech and
crimes.

More information about bias crime com-
mitted in Fairfax County is available
through Chief Roessler’s website at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/crime/
biascrime.htm.

Community and faith leaders, elected
officials speak about hate speech,
bias incidents and hate crimes.

United Response to Hate
Speakers

Speakers at the “United Response to Hate
Speech, Bias Incidents and Hate Crimes” included:

❖ U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly, 11th Congressional
District

❖ Mark Herring, Attorney General
❖ Sharon Bulova, Chairman, Fairfax County

Board of Supervisors
❖ Imam Johari Abdul Malik, Dar Al Hijrah Is-

lamic Center
❖ Giulio Arseni, Supervisory Special Agent, FBI

Civil Rights Division
❖ Steven Gordon, Assistant U.S. Attorney
❖ Seth Gordon-Lipkin, Education Director, Anti-

Defamation League
❖ Rev. Dr. Steven Hyde, Ravensworth Baptist

Church
❖ Rabbi David Kalender, Congregation Olam

Tikvah
❖ Dr. Mary Ann Panarelli, Fairfax County Pub-

lic Schools
❖ Rev. Carlos Penaloza, Ekklesia Church
❖ Col. Ed Roessler Jr., Fairfax County Chief of

Police
❖ Rev. Lisa Rzepka, John Calvin Presbyterian

Church
❖ Kenneth Saunders, Director, Fairfax County

Office of Human Rights and Equity Programs
❖ Rabbi Amy Schwartzman, Temple Rodef Sha-

lom

Fairfax County Chief of Police Edwin Roessler (right) said there were
83 hate “events” in the county last year, and 60 in 2015. Most of
these, he said, involve graffiti and hate speech.
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By Andrea Worker

The Gazette

A
t the March 21 Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors Public Safety Com-
mittee Meeting, the better part of

the agenda focused on Diversion First — a
program whose next phase is to be left un-
funded in the county’s Advertised FY 2018
Budget.

Diversion First was adopted by local lead-
ers in August 2015, and went into full ef-
fect on Jan. 1, 2016, with the opening of
the Crisis Response Center at the Fairfax-
Falls Church Community Services Board’s
Merrifield Center. Based on what’s known
as the “Sequential Intercept Model” that
identifies “specific points of intervention to
prevent individuals from entering or mov-
ing deeper into the criminal justice system,”
the purpose of Diversion First is to “offer
alternatives to incarceration for people with

mental illness or intellectual/developmen-
tal disabilities who come into contact with
the criminal justice system for low level of-
fenses.”

At the Crisis Response Center, police can
transfer custody of nonviolent offenders to
officers and deputies who have been
through intensive Crisis Intervention Team
training instead of taking them to jail.

Studies and the experiences of law en-
forcement and judicial personnel, as well
as mental health professionals show that
many people are in jail due to mental ill-
ness — and that jails are not appropriate
places to provide mental health treatment.
Sending nonviolent offenders who suffer
from mental illness and/or intellectual/de-
velopmental disabilities to jail, instead of
helping them to the medical assistance they
need, does little more than perpetuate a
cycle of repeat offenses, potential self harm,
risk to the public at large, unnecessary ex-

pense, and the loss of a patrol officer’s time
on the streets, officials say.

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock Dis-
trict), chair of the Public Safety Committee
said, “Diversion First will help people get
treatment and become self-sufficient, re-
duce crime by combating recidivism, and
save money by reducing our jail popula-
tion.”

In addition to the crisis response facility,
a key component of the Diversion First pro-
gram is to deliver Crisis Intervention Team
state-certified training that focuses on how
to de-escalate crisis situations related to
mental health issues, and to provide Men-
tal Health First Aid, and mental health
awareness training for emergency depart-
ment personnel.

AT THE PUBLIC SAFETY MEETING,
Laura Yager, from the office of the county
executive, offered the meeting attendees an

overview of the program’s first year in op-
eration.

In 2016, the Crisis Response Center re-
ceived 1,580 police-involved cases from the
jurisdictions of Fairfax County, the cities of
Fairfax and Falls Church, the towns of
Herndon and Vienna, George Mason Uni-
versity, Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege, and the Virginia State Police, equal-
ling 31 percent of all of the CSB’s Emer-
gency Services cases.

In Fairfax County alone, 3,566 mental
health investigations were conducted in the
field by the county police department, of
which, 1,958 were resolved in the field.

The Mobile Crisis Unit provided services
with law enforcement contact or referrals
to 467 individuals.

The Sheriff ’s Office handled 35 Emer-
gency Custody Orders and Criminal Tem-
porary Detention Orders from jail, trans

Diversion First in Wait-and-See Mode
Handcuffed by budget constraints in proposed budget, Diversion First may see some relief.
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Kindergarten Class Brings Circus to School
O

n Friday, March 24,
St. Aidan’s Kinder-
garten Class per-
formed under the

Big Top for the 13th year. There
were clowns, elephants, lions, ti-
gers, lion tamer, tightrope walk-
ers, and strongmen. The children

produced all the art work for the
decorations.

Lawrence Miller, father of Lucy
Miller, was the ringmaster and Jes-
sica Kidwell was the clown.
Alumni from past circus perfor-
mances joined the cast for a final
bow.

St. Aidan’s Kindergarten Class performed under the Big Top for schoolmates and par-
ents.

The clowns getting ready to perform: Jessica Kidwell,
Lucy Miller and Ben Weikart.

Micah Griffin as a Strongman.
Ringmaster Lawrence Miller tries to lift
the weights.

Peyton Leach with his lions and tigers — Ethan Dyers,
Norrie Goggins and Charlie Jones. Lydia Schourek performs on the tightrope.

Elephants: Lilah Hulver and Evelyn
Cumming.

Photos

Contributed
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$25
Raffle
 Ticket

Win an Escape to

All-inclusive Resort trip.
Need not be present to win!

For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex/Belle View  $274,900
6600 Potomac Avenue A1

A large, rare, and updated 3BR
unit.  Beautiful kitchen upgraded in
2016, SS appliances plus Bosch
dish washer, granite counters, trav-
ertine back splash.  Upgraded bath,
lovely hdwd floors and fresh paint.
Near bus stop, and walking distance
to library, rec center and shopping
center.  This is a quality unit.

Alex/Wessynton $659,900
3301 Wessynton Way

Beautiful Contemporary Home on
one of Wessynton’s premiere wooded
lots, backing to over 10 acres of
pristine forest, teeming w/wildlife &
spectacular views.  Large kit
w/breakfast area, separate dining rm,
beautiful hdwd flrs. Liv & Din rms
w/fireplace, wall of windows brings

outdoors inside - Garage & Deck -Community boat ramp, swimming pool, &
walking trails. Minutes to Old Town (N) and Ft. Belvoir (S).

Alex/Riverside Estates $598,900
8324 Blowing Rock Road

Beautiful and meticulously main-
tained 3 level Colonial on a quiet
and private cul-de-sac.  Numerous
updates include:  roof, furnace, A/C,
HWH, windows and refinished hdwd
floors.  Also kitchen and baths.
Spacious 1 car garage w/double
width driveway.  Lovely 3 season sun

room overlooks a spectacular backyard and deck.  Lower level offers a
huge recreation room, utility room, and storage room.  This is a Gem!!!
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Alex/Riverside Estates $568,500
3020 Battersea Lane

Must see this immaculate & pristine
5BR, 3BA Split w/garage & 2 level addi-
tion.  Totally upgraded & meticulously
maintained:  roof, windows, kitchen, all
3 baths, flooring, furnace, A/C, HWH
etc,etc…Upper & lower level sun rooms
& beautiful multi-tiered decks & patio
overlook spectacular yard w/sprinkler
system, perfect for entertaining. Nothing
like it in Mt. Vernon.   This is a 10!

Alex/Kings Landing $599,900
3512 Wood Pile Court

 Everyone’s Dream! – A beautifully
updated 4BR, 2.5BA Colonial nes-
tled on a private, cozy cul-de-sac.  3
finished levels – tons of storage, 6
panel doors & double pane win-
dows plus a large 2 car garage.
Stunning kitchen & baths
w/beautiful granite counters.

Interior family room w/fireplace off kitchen & breakfast area w/SGDs to
a large deck overlooking a wonderful backyard.  Great, Great Value!

Alex/Wessynton $649,900
3114 Cunningham Drive

Great price on this charming 4BR/
3BA Split w/garage, in Mount
Vernon’s premier Contemporary
Community.  Efficient double pane
windows, remodeled baths,
replaced furnace, A/C & HWH, all
in 2013.  Refinished hdwd flrs, gas
FPL and plenty of storage.

Backing to woods for privacy & serenity. Wessynton offers a pool, tennis
courts, basketball court and water access with its own boat launch.

Alex/Sedgewick Forest $549,900
3911 Gibbs Street

Can’t miss the beauty and charm of
this lovely, brick, 4BR, 2BA New
England Cape Cod.  Beautifully
staged and meticulously maintained
by its owners.  Updates include:
roof, furnace, HWH, kitchen, main
bath and double pane windows.  3
finished levels, a covered porch and
a wonderful .46 acre lot will add to
your enjoyment.

S
O
LD

See Bulletin Board,  Page 9

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
GrandInvolve recruits adult volunteers

who are interested in mentoring,
providing reading and math tutoring,
as well as assisting in the classroom
at Fairfax County’s Title I schools.
They are currently seeking a core
group of community volunteers for
the GrandInvolve Steering
Committee in the Mount Vernon
District. Tasks include developing
timelines, establishing goals and
objectives, networking in the
community,

and developing community partnerships.
Email GrandInvolve@gmail.com.

THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH
Mobile DMV. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at

Sherwood Hall Library. Two
programs, DMV Connect and DMV 2
GO, will provide full DMV service to
the Route 1 area. At the Sherwood
Hall service centers, customers can
apply or renew their ID cards, drivers
licenses, take road and knowledge
tests, apply for special ID cards, get
copies of their driving records, obtain
vehicle titles, license plates, decals
and transcripts, order disabled
parking placards or plates, purchase
an EZ-Pass transponder and more. A
full list of services is available at
www.dmv.virginia.gov.

DEADLINE APRIL 1
Football Scholarships. The National

Capital Region Chapter of the
National Football Foundation is
accepting nominations for five $1000
scholarships to high school senior
scholar athletes who played high
school football. Nominees are
evaluated on academic and athletic
excellence, as well as contributions to
their school and community.
Nomination packets have been
mailed to each high school head
coach in the National Capital
Region.Visit
www.footballfoundation.org for more
information.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 5
Solving the Care Continuum

Puzzle. 6-7:30 p.m. Sherwood
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Inova Mt Vernon &
Transitional Care Community
Partners Present: Solving the Care
Continuum Puzzle. Free event, lite
fare will be served. RSVP to 1-855-
MY-INOVA or nova-
tccp.eventbrite.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 6
2017 Economic Outlook Summit.

8-11:30 a.m. at Belle Haven Country
Club, 6023 Fort Hunt Road. The
summit is hosted in partnership
between Southeast Fairfax
Development Corporation and the
Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of
Commerce, and is one of the premier
economic forums in Fairfax County.
Individual admission is $35. Visit
mtvernon-
leechamber.chambermaster.com/
events/details/economic-outlook-
2017-2704.

DEADLINE FRIDAY/APRIL 28
Mount Vernon Lee Chamber

Scholarships. At least $12,000 will
be awarded to local graduating
seniors pursuing further education in
business. Students may apply online
at www.mtvernon-leechamber.org/
scholarship-application or call 703-
360-6925 to request an application.

ONGOING
Art Making as Meditation. 7-8:30

p.m. St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road. Art making as
meditation can be an active form of
contemplative practice. Each session
begins with a short reading and a
brief introduction to materials.
Silence for making and meditation
lasts an hour followed by sharing
images or insights gained through the
process, if desired. Children able to
participate in silence are welcome to
come with a parent’s quiet
supervision. RSVP not necessary for
attendance, but helpful for planning
purposes. Call 703-360-4220, email
info@centerforspiritualdeepening.org
or visit www.staidansepiscopal.com/
Center-for-Spiritual-Deepening.

Mount Vernon Preservation
Challenge. George Washington’s
Mount Vernon has embarked upon a
special year-end fundraising
campaign that will help ensure the
ongoing preservation of the estate of
this nation’s first president. As the
country’s most popular historic home,
Mount Vernon does not accept
government funding, instead relying
upon donations from patriotic
individuals and organizations.
Through the Preservation Challenge,
Mount Vernon hopes to raise enough
money to perform critical repairs and
restoration work on original
structures located in the historic
area. The funds raised through the

Bulletin Board
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For the more than 160 homes in the FEMA-designated floodplain at risk for future
flooding, March 23 represented a turning point: the groundbreaking of a $30 million
levee and pumping station project designed to protect the community from Potomac
River tidal surges and flash flooding from Cameron Run Watershed.
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From Page 1

$30 Million Project Begins

Construction is underway on a 2,800 foot-long levee in
Huntington; it’s expected to take two years to complete.

Board of Supervisors chair-
man Sharon Bulova called
the new Huntington levee
“a big deal,” that the
investment “says a lot
about Fairfax County.”

Since 2002, there have
been several significant
flooding incidents in the
Huntington area of Alexan-
dria, with damage caused
to vehicles and property.
2006 sticks out in the mind
of James Patteson, director
of Fairfax County Public
Works and Environmental
Services.

“No one in Fairfax County
should live under the risk
of flooding,” Supervisor
Jeff McKay (D-Lee) said.
“We need to do the right
thing and protect these
communities.”

groundbreaking.
“To see the levee completed,”

Hyland said, means “never getting
a call, in the middle of the night,
about housing in the area, flood-
ing in the streets.” McKay also
praised the local first responders,
members of the Penn Daw Fire &
Rescue Station 11, “The Pride of
the Highway,” for their service.

But improving infrastructure, he
said, is a big part of “preventing
the 9-1-1 call.” “No one in Fairfax
County should live under the risk
of flooding,” McKay said. “We
need to do the right thing and pro-
tect these communities.”

Excavation for the pumping sta-
tion wet well is expected to begin
in April, according to Fairfax
County staff.
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Aldersgate Church Community Theater

Proudly Proclaims

A Connecticut Yankee
in King Arthur’s Court

Performing at 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church
1301 Collingwood Road, Alexandria, VA 22308

March 24, 25, 31 & April 1,7,8 @ 8pm

March 26, April 2 & 9 @ 2pm

Tickets on sale at acctonline.org

Sponsored by Fort Hunt Animal Hospital

News

T
he retirement of H. Patrick Walters, SVP, CEO
of Inova Loudoun Hospital will lead to
changes at Inova Alexandria Hospital and

Inova Mount Vernon Hospital.
From Inova Mount Vernon Hospital, Deborah Addo,

SVP, will become CEO of Inova Loudoun Hospital.
From Inova Alexandria, Susan Carroll, SVP, has been
promoted to regional executive officer over Inova
Alexandria and Inova Mount Vernon Hospitals. Don
Brideau, MD, has accepted the interim CEO of Inova
Mount Vernon Hospital position, and the selection
process for the next CEO of Inova Alexandria Hospi-
tal is underway.

Prior to joining Inova, Walters served as president
and chief executive officer of Alexandria Health Ser-
vices Corporation and as administrator of Alexan-
dria Hospital from 1992 to 1997. Following the
merger with Inova, Walters led both Inova Alexan-
dria and Inova Mount Vernon hospitals as their re-

gional vice president.
Addo came to Inova in June 2014 with nearly 30

years of leadership experience in healthcare opera-
tions and management. Addo previously served as
the chief operating officer and senior vice president
of Meritus Health in Hagerstown.

Carroll, a healthcare executive with 21 years of
experience, previously served as vice president of
Inova Cancer Institute and Inova Translational Medi-
cine Institute.

Carroll was also on the executive management
team at Inova Fairfax Hospital prior to being named
SVP, CEO of Inova Alexandria Hospital.

Brideau will continue as Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital’s chief medical officer in addition to serv-
ing as interim CEO beginning April 24. Brideau joined
Inova Mount Vernon senior leadership team in 2009
with oversight ranging from clinical quality to pa-
tient experience.

Leadership Changes at Inova

From Page 3

Diversion First in Wait-and-See Mode
ported 128 people from the Crisis Response Cen-

ter to region mental health hospitals and another 23
people from jail to a behavioral health hospital.

In a year that focused primarily on Intercept 1 from
the Sequential Intercept Model — where the point
of contact is through law enforcement or emergency
personnel — 375 people were diverted from poten-
tial arrest.

The program-mandated training has been rolled
out with 265 law officers and 42 dispatchers Crisis
Intervention Team certified.

Thirty magistrates and 248 sheriff ’s deputies have
completed Mental Health First Aid training. Law
enforcement, judicial and emergency services per-
sonnel are trained to better identify and assist per-
sons who are experiencing a crisis related to mental
illness or disability or whose actions may be attrib-
uted to those conditions.
They may be able to de-
escalate a situation and
resolve it in the field, or
bring the persons involved
to the Crisis Response Cen-
ter for further assessment
and assistance rather than
choosing to arrest them
and bringing them to the
Adult Detention Center or
youth facility.

The numbers indicate that more people are receiv-
ing appropriate treatment versus warehousing in
county detention centers.

Yager, and Michael Cassidy, Chief Judge, Fairfax
County General District Court; Thomas Sotelo, Chief
Judge, Fairfax County Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
tions Court; Sheriff Stacey Kincaid; and Lt. Ryan
Morgan, Police Department, Crisis Intervention Team
coordinator, all spoke at the Public Safety Commit-
tee meeting. All praised the early results of the pro-
gram and indicated that it was time to focus on the
next two points of intervention according to the In-
tercept Model: Initial Detention/Initial Hearing and
the Courts and Jails.

HOW DID DIVERSION FIRST fall into the “Sig-
nificant Unfunded Priorities in FY 2018” column?

A “challenging budget year,” “modest revenue
growth at best” and the shadow of “significant in-
creases to the county’s financial obligations to the
Metro system” on the FY 2019 horizon, were words

that County Executive Ed Long used to describe the
factors for the Advertised FY 2018 Budget he pre-
sented to the Board of Supervisors on Feb. 14.

Long had prepared a budget that assumed no in-
crease to the property tax rate for FY 2018. Two
weeks after the Advertised Budget was formally pre-
sented, the Board of Supervisors did authorize an
Advertised Tax Rate of $1.13, the same as the FY
2017 rate. The $5.3 million initially earmarked to
take the Diversion First program forward gave way
to other budget shortfalls.

Diversion First wasn’t the only loser in the budget
calculations.

The Fairfax County Public School Board was allo-
cated $61 million less than requested. A market ad-
justment in compensation for county employees
could not be met. Capital investments already de-
ferred will be deferred yet again.

But amid these current
programs and future priori-
ties that are falling victim to
the budget squeeze, Diver-
sion First wasn’t alone even
in its own category. In addi-
tion to facing no funds for
the second part of the pro-
gram, funding for other pub-
lic safety considerations are
staring at the same fate.

Consultant-recommended public safety staffing of
$8.5 million, Police Span of Control positions as rec-
ommended by the Ad-Hoc Police Review Committee
for $7.9 million, and other Ad-Hoc Committee rec-
ommendations totalling $7 million are keeping Di-
version First company on the unfunded side of the
balance sheet.

Residents will have an opportunity to weigh in on
the Advertised FY 2018 budget at one of the public
hearings being held on April 4 at 4 p.m., April 5 at 1
p.m. and April 6 at 1 p.m. All of the meetings will
take place at the Fairfax County Government Center.

In the meantime, budget talks and committee meet-
ings are on-going, until the board is scheduled to
adopt a final version at its May 2 meeting.

Cassidy made an argument for five more proba-
tion officers to handle the increase in persons re-
leased from jail on condition of supervision.

David Washington, deputy director, Fairfax-Falls
Church Community Services Board said the CSB was

“I’m committed to finding at
least partial funding to see
through the next phase of
this great program …”

— Jeff McKay, Lee District Supervisor

See Diversion First,  Page 16
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V
irginia’s General Assembly has refused
to accept one of the key provisions of
the Affordable Care Act, expansion of

Medicaid at almost no cost to Virginia that
could have covered 400,000
uninsured Virginians and would
have brought more than $10
billion into the state. It has also

cost lives.
Ironically, the failed bill to “repeal and re-

place” the Affordable Care Act included
changes to Medicaid that would have penal-
ized states, like Virginia, that did not expand
Medicaid, permanently reducing federal fund-
ing.

On Monday, Gov. Terry McAuliffe proposed
a budget amendment restoring his authority

Expand Medicaid Now
Virginia has missed out
on $10 billion, 30,000
jobs and care for
400,000 citizens.

to pursue planning for Medicaid expansion in
the wake of the failed repeal effort in Congress.

Kansas and North Carolina are taking steps
this week to expand Medicaid, hoping to join
the 31 other states plus the District of Colum-
bia that have already done so.

More than 140,000 residents of Fairfax
County have no health insurance. More than
40,000 residents of Arlington and Alexandria
have no health insurance. That’s more than 12
percent of the people who live in one of the
wealthiest areas in the nation.

A Harvard Medical School study determined
that the decision by 25 states to reject the ex-
pansion of Medicaid coverage under the Af-
fordable Care Act would result in between
7,115 and 17,104 more deaths than had all
states opted in. In Virginia, the number of
deaths due to failure to expand Medicaid: be-
tween 266 and 987.

From a practical perspective, declining fed-
eral money to provide healthcare to uninsured
Virginians makes no more sense than declin-
ing federal funds for transportation or educa-
tion.

In Virginia, 102,000 uninsured people with

a mental illness or substance use disorder could
qualify for coverage if Medicaid were expanded
under the Affordable Care Act.

As Virginia and the rest of the nation wrestles
with heroin and opioid addiction, expanding
Medicaid would allow for expanding treatment
programs. One of the big obstacles to helping
people who are fighting addiction is the avail-
ability of treatment when it is most needed.

“The time has come for us to bring our tax-
payer dollars back to serve the individuals who
need them the most,” said McAuliffe. “With this
amendment, I’m asking the General Assembly
to work with me to pursue Medicaid expan-
sion and put this funding to work for our most
vulnerable Virginians.”

Primaries for candidates for the House of
Delegates plus governor, lieutenant governor
and attorney general are in June, with all seats
on the ballot in November. An important ques-
tion as voters choose: What is their position
on Medicaid expansion? How did incumbents
vote?

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorial
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True Meaning
Of Beauty
To the Editor:

As one of the sponsors of the
Blossoming Beauties, I respectfully
agree to disagree with the opin-
ion that was posted to the Editor
in the March 23 edition [“Impor-
tance of Names,” The Gazette,
March 23]. Although I value

anyone’s opinion that may help
our group, I am very sorry that
anyone should feel that the group’s
name is concerning. The writer’s
opinion did help us to revisit the
reason we chose the name, Blos-
soming Beauties. We were able to
surmise that the name that was
voted on by our girls, fits our mis-
sion:

Mission: To help our girls grow
into well-rounded, confident, in-

spired young women who under-
stand that being a woman is not a
limitation, and that past experi-
ences do not have to dictate our
futures. They are simply stepping
stones and serve as learning op-
portunities.

❖ We will learn to love ourselves
from the inside out.

❖ We will discuss the impor-
tance of appearance, hygiene and
appropriate attire.

❖ We will have open discussions
about issues in the world that in-
volve women.

❖ We will write a memoir of
something that we have a strong
opinion about or something that
we personally experienced.

❖ We will build relationships
with the other young ladies in the
group. “Power is in Numbers.”

❖ We will be open-minded, we
will share our ideas, and we will
have an amazing time doing it!

Motto: “What we look like to the
world is not nearly as important
as how we feel about ourselves!”

The girls in the group, under-
stand that the beauty we seek,
comes from within and since so
many of our girls prefer not to be
in the limelight, they do love help-
ing others who are less fortunate.
This not only brings out that in-
ner beauty, but the joy that they
feel after accomplishing the many
outreach projects is indescribable.
And while we are very much
aware of what society deems
“beautiful,” we teach our girls that
beauty is an action and not an
adjective in our group.Beauty is
not limited to physical attractive-
ness and aesthetics. Beauty is put-
ting others first before ourselves.
Beauty is helping those that are
less fortunate, beauty is loving
oneself from the inside out. This
is what we instill in the girls of our
group.

E. Rose
Alexandria

Letter to the Editor

‘Ides of Bark’
Despite the clouds and cool spring weather, the dogs and their owners came out on
Sunday, March 26 for the “Ides of Bark Dog Festival” at Grist Mill Park in Mount
Vernon. There were vendors discussing pet care, CPR, and first aid techniques from
experienced pet technicians and a demonstration by the Fairfax County Police
Department K9 Unit.

Photo by Mike Salmon/The Gazette
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By Barry M. Meuse

President, Fort Hunt Little League

I
 fell in love with baseball listening to
Red Sox games on an old AM radio
and playing stick ball with my brother
on a gravel-strewn spit of land on the

other side of the river. We had to race the
tide each way to play on a little field tucked
away in the shadow of a burned-out fac-
tory. We weren’t very skilled; we just loved
the game and couldn’t wait to get back to
the field each day. And, oh yes, we argued
every strike and every out and cried and
laughed and didn’t want it to ever end. We
were just 8 after all.

Later, when my brother could drive, we
shared a few summer nights chasing fun
through the lake region of New Hampshire,
tuning in to the Red Sox game on the way
to our home just north of Boston. The closer
we got, the clearer and stronger the voice
of the Red Sox and the more certain we
were headed in the right direction — no
small thing chasing black macadam through
curving country roads on moonless summer
nights.

Radio gave us a sense we knew what
Fenway Park looked like with the Green
Monster in left and that tough corner in far
right although at that time we’d not been
there. It came to life in the vivid colors of

the mind by the soothing voices of Bump
Hadley and Curt Gowdy. Bump – a great
name a mother gave her son and a gift
across the miles to thousands of listeners.

It’s easy to fall in love with baseball. It’s
the most egalitarian of sports. Basketball
favors the tall; football, the strong but base-
ball — anyone can play baseball. Some of
the greatest players of all time — think Yogi
Berra and Pee Wee Reese and today’s Dustin
Pedroia — were and are neither tall nor
particularly strong. They rose to the top of
the game by hard work and were driven to
excel by pride and love of the game.

Good coaches can teach the rest. Good
coaches teach pitching, throwing, fielding,
running, hitting. No one can teach heart.
Some players have it from the git go; a for-
tunate few find it within themselves under
pressure, but heart isn’t gifted. You have it
or you develop it. As true in sport and life,
heart takes us further than talent. It is heart
which propels the ordinary to the extraor-
dinary. The only demand such a heart makes
is that we have a passion for life, that we
commit to give our best to what we love,
that we lose ourselves in the effort and we
give generously of ourselves to others.

If we don’t have heart, we can’t face our
fears, we can’t live life to the fullest, we can’t
share our lives, we can’t dream big and we
can’t lift up our hearts to identify with some-

thing larger than ourselves, perhaps the
most noble human achievement.

Little League came to town that year. I
tried out. No one wanted to be a catcher so
I knew it was meant for me. Winning never
mattered — just playing was reward
enough. I did well but realized I had a long
way to go. I was so emotional about play-
ing this game I loved, it seemed my heart
broke at every little setback. Of course, I
was just 8. Good coaches, an occasional
stern look from my mother and a few more
years under my belt helped me control my
emotions while hanging on to the passion.
Always the passion.

I got lost in Little League baseball that
year and through it learned to channel my
energy, to get the best from myself and to
be a good teammate. I learned that the point

is not in a score but is almost always in the
effort, in the many small achievements of
daily life. Giving my best effort to the sport
I loved taught me to give all that and more
to family, friends and profession.

Most important Little League baseball
gave me a structure to follow my heart for
the first time in my young life. I reaped the
fullness of heart that that brings and set a
course for future tests. For the youngsters
of all ages still reading this I encourage you
to be proud of who you are, celebrate your
achievements no matter how small they
may seem at the moment, strive to be a
great teammate and friend and always do
your best. Perhaps the best advice I ever
heard was my mother saying to me more
than once that I should “sleep on it and try
again tomorrow.” Amen to that.

Heart Takes Us Further Than Talent

Mount Vernon Preservation Challenge will support
the following projects:

❖ The Spring House: This building currently
does not have a roof. Money originally slated for
this project was reassigned to perform
emergency repairs in the Mansion.

❖ The Ice House: There is a serious crack in the
masonry that may result in long-term structural
damage if not promptly addressed.

❖ The Mansion: Mount Vernon has just begun a
five-year “rustication” project, which is the
method used in George Washington’s time of
cutting, beveling, and sand-casting wood siding

to make it appear as if it is stone.
Visit www.mountvernon.org/donate.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Peer Facilitated Mental Health Support

Group 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursdays at the Gartlan
Behavioral Health Center, 8119 Holland Road.
Facilitated by trained peers with lived-
experience dealing with mental health
challenges. 571-414-9072
sharonmartinbsa@yahoo.com

Family Support Group. 7 p.m. on the second

See Bulletin Board,  Page 10

From Page 5

Bulletin Board



10  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 30 - April 5, 2017 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

Alexandria
Extraordinary home situated on a large corner lot, on a cul-de-sac 
in a quiet neighborhood.  Nearly 4000 square feet of living space, 
this lovely home features fi ve bedrooms plus an offi ce, 4.5 baths 
and an enormous guest suite complete with its own gourmet 
kitchen, bedroom, bath and living space.  The private, fully fenced 
back yard boasts fl agstone patios, a pond, an oversized shed and 
plenty of yard space for pets or little ones.  Walk to elementary 
school, very close to GW Parkway, Old Town and Ft. Belvoir.  This 
home has it all!

Sponsored Content

$849,900
7528 Milway Drive

Alexandria VA

Offered by Leslie Atkinson
(703) 967-1471

Weichert Realtors
www.weichertoldtown.com

Snap Shot

Opinion

By Paul Krizek

State Delegate (D-44)

N
ext week I
will join
my Gen-
eral As-

sembly colleagues at the
Capitol for the 2017 Re-
convened Session, also
known as the “Veto Session.” According to
the Rules of the House, the purpose of the
Reconvened Session is to “specifically, and
exclusively,” consider only the Governor’s
recommendations to amend, and vetoes to,
the legislation we passed during the 2017
Regular Session.

He had until March 27 to complete his
review and return all bills to the Clerk of
House, who serves as the Keeper of the Rolls
of the Commonwealth.

Gov. McAuliffe signed 757 bills into law,
which is 86 percent of the 880 bills we
passed. So, we have one day to act on the
rest of the legislation during the Recon-
vened Session on April 5. The Governor
vetoed 26 bills, one of which was acted
upon during the 2017 Regular Session. He
also made 36 recommendations, including
a budget amendment to expand Medicaid
to extend affordable health care to over
460,000 Virginians. About 15,000 of those

Virginians are veterans.
The Governor also vetoed 14 Senate bills

and amended 31 bills. The House will con-
sider these bills only if the Senate votes to
override the Governor, or in the case of the
recommendations, the House will act on the
Senate bills provided that the Senate agrees
to the Governor’s recommendations.

It will be a long, but important, day be-
cause the Governor and his staff invested
significant time analyzing this legislation
before making decisions to veto or recom-
mend changes. Many of the vetoed bills
were hyper-partisan “brochure bills,” passed
knowing the Governor will veto and thus
they will never become law, but they serve
their purpose as political fodder for the con-
servative base.

A good example of this would be the bill
to reinstate costly and ineffective coal tax
credits. A 2012 JLARC study found that the
decline of coal production, which these tax
credits are intended to slow down, was the
same or even faster than was predicted be-
fore the credits were created. There are now
only 2,483 coal miners and as the Gover-
nor pointed out “It would be unwise to
spend additional taxpayer dollars on a tax
credit that has fallen so short of its intended
effectiveness.”

Gov. McAuliffe also vetoed legislation re-
quiring photo IDs for absentee voting,

defunding Planned Parenthood and estab-
lishing Education Savings Accounts (ESAs),
which would take taxpayer money and cre-
ate a slush fund for parents who take kids
out of public schools. ESAs are particularly
offensive because it is the equivalent of re-
questing taxpayer funding because you
want your family to use a country club in-
stead of a public park.

One bill that did pass despite efforts to
request the Governor amend or even veto
the legislation, enables local regulation of
short-term rentals such as Airbnb. I know
that many of my constituents worked hard
to pass this bill, a compromise between
Airbnb, the hospitality industry and con-
cerned citizens.

The legislation authorizes local govern-
ment to adopt ordinances requiring people
to register with the locality if they want to

rent their property for short-term rental.
The registries enable our county, if it
chooses, to collect the information needed
to regulate and tax these rentals appropri-
ately. There is also a provision in the law to
impose a fine of up to $500 on those who
fail to register or comply with the law. More-
over, if they serve alcoholic beverages to
guests, they now must obtain a bed-and-
breakfast ABC license. I voted for this leg-
islation. I thank the Governor for signing
the bill and for recognizing the importance
of establishing an avenue for local govern-
ment to protect our communities via rea-
sonable regulation of this growing on-line
short-term rental movement. I have had
concerns that without this kind of regula-
tion, some of our neighborhoods could be
faced with traffic, noise, and safety concerns
from a constant churn of daily renters.

From Page 9

Bulletin Board

Returning to Richmond for ‘Veto Session’

and fourth Wednesdays of the month at Gartlan
Center, 8119 Holland Road. Opportunity for
discussion, information and support for families
with members experiencing symptoms of mental
illness. Professionally facilitated. Program
varies, may include guest speakers, movies. Pre-
registration is appreciated, but not required.
Free. For more information contact Nga Nguyen
at 703-799-2726, TTY 711.

Telephone Support Group. 7-8 p.m. on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month. For family caregivers of
older adults. Discuss “Keeping Organized as a

Caregiver: What Works?” Share experiences,
gain support and get information without having
to travel. Free. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices.

Alzheimer’s Association support groups
provide a place for people with Alzheimer’s,
their caregivers, family members, and/or friends
to share information, caregiving tips and
concerns. Groups are facilitated by trained
group leaders and are ongoing, free and open to
the community. Call the Alzheimer’s Association
24/7 Helpline at 800-272-3900 before attending
to verify meeting information www.alz.org/nca.
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By Marilyn Campbell

F
or Katie Wendel, a spring break va-
cation this year won’t mean loading
up the car and driving several hun-

dred miles or waiting in long lines at the
airport. While the Bethesda mother of five
is planning to enjoy some relaxing down-
time with her family, she won’t venture far
from home.

“We’re going to be tourists this year and
visit the monuments and museums in Wash-
ington. We’re also going to try to find every
avenue in the city that’s named after a
state,” said Wendel. “If you think about it,
there’s so much to do in this area that we
all take for granted. You really don’t have
to leave the area to feel like you’re in an-
other city.”

From museum exhibits to adventure cen-
ters, a goldmine of family getaways abounds
locally. There are even activities for family
bonding available without leaving home.

“Ask the kids what they would like to do.
Involve them and give [them] a choice.
Whatever it is they suggest, come up with a
plan to document their adventure so they
can share it with grandparents or siblings
away at college, said Lois Stover, Ph.D.,
dean, School of Education and Human Ser-
vices at Marymount University. “Let them
help plan the Metro route or just look at
the Metro map and randomly pick a station
and explore that area.”

“A lot of adults assume that kids want a
big trip, but a lot of times a kid will say, ‘I
want to blow bubbles in the back yard.’ It’s
important for children to have a say in how
the family uses its free time,” said Carolyn
Lorente, Ph.D., professor of psychology at
Northern Virginia Community College.

Among the recommendations that Stover

offers are activities at one’s neighborhood
library and trips to indoor public swimming
pools. For animal-loving families the Na-
tional Zoo offers beasts ranging from el-
ephants and eagles to tigers and frogs.

“Get outside and take the family to one
of the lesser known national parks, like
Prince William, or walk the C&O Canal,”
said Stover.

There’s also Gravelly Point Park near
Reagan Washington National Airport in Ar-
lington, which is ideal for family picnics,
games of kickball or simply watching air-
planes take off and land.

“If it’s warm, do a beach day in the back-
yard [or] set up an indoor mini-golf course
with Nerf balls [or use] Wiffle balls and
bats,” said Stover. “Have a dance party, a
science day. Have a ‘Today is Blue, or what-
ever color works, Day,’ so everyone wears
blue, all foods are blue, you ride the blue
line Metro just to see where it goes, [for
example].”

The U.S. Botanic Garden Conservatory on
the National Mall is where Stephanie
Kleinman is planning to take her twin
daughters during spring break.

“The girls call it a museum for plants, and
it’s neat to go from the desert to the jungle
all within one building,” said Kleinman who
lives in McLean. “We’ll probably check out
some of the other museums while we’re
downtown.”

There are times when a staycation can
be more relaxing than travel, says Lorente.
“If you look at the list of the top 100 stres-
sors in life, taking a vacation is on the list,”
she said. “A staycation, when done with
purpose, can really be good.”

Advanced planning is a key to making that
time spent together meaningful, advises
Lorente. “A lot of times people say they’re
taking a staycation and they end up doing
chores around the house. And everybody is
on their electronics,” she said. “But it’s re-
ally about family bonding and everyone
coming together and creating shared expe-
riences as a family.”

Local national parks like Theodore Roosevelt Island are ideal for family
staycations, says Lois Stover, Ph.D. of Marymount University.
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Backyard Adventure

Family Connection

Ideas for a spring
break family
staycation.
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Entertainment

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar. Include date, time, location,
description and contact for event: phone,
email and/or website. Photos and art-
work welcome. Deadline is Thursday at
noon, at least two weeks before event.

ONGOING
UCM Raffle Tickets. Ongoing, the

United Community Ministries is
raffling off a trip to Cancun at the
‘Give From the Heart’ Gala on May 6
at the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, 600 Dulaney St. $175
admission, $25 raffle ticket. Visit
www.ucmagency.org for more.

The Hand Print Workshop. Through
April 2, various times at the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Dennis
O’Neil’s Hand Print Workshop exhibit
features a wide representation of the
prints created by these artists in his
Alexandria studio, including some by
William Christenberry and Renee
Stout, as well as works by O’Neil
himself. Opening Reception, Sunday,
Feb. 26, 4-6 p.m. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Water Taxi to National Mall.
Through April 16. Departing at 11:10
a.m., 1:35 p.m., and 4:30 p.m. from
the waterfront at Cameron and Union
streets. Potomac Riverboat Company
offers a 30-minute direct water taxi
to the National Mall in Washington,
D.C. to access events of the National
Cherry Blossom Festival, including
the Blossom Kite Festival. $28 round-
trip for adults, $16 one-way for
adults; $16 round-trip for children
under 12; $8 one-way for children
under 12. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com/
water-taxi/national-mall/ or call 703-
684-0580 for more.

The Mercy Walk Tour. Saturdays and
Sundays through April 16, 2:30 p.m.
Tour starts at the Alexandria Visitor
Center, 221 King St. The Mercy Walk
tour will give visitors and locals alike
a feel for what it was like to live in
an occupied city during the Civil
War. $13 adults; $7 children; $12
seniors Call 703-519-1749 or visit
www.alexcolonialtours.com/
themercywalk for more.

3-Dimensional Views Artshow.
Through April 23, various times at
the Torpedo Factory Art Center,
Studio 29, 105 N. Union St. This
show will also highlight the work of
three featured artists: Emma Bednar,
Gayle Roehm, and Emma Thompson.
Free. Visit www.Potomacfiberarts
gallery.com or call 703-548-0935.

Costumes of Mercy Street. Through
Sept. 1, at The Lyceum: Alexandria’s
History Museum, 201 S. Washington
St. To learn more about The Lyceum,
visit alexandriava.gov/Lyceum or call
703-746-4994.

All the President’s Pups. Saturdays
10 a.m. at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. All the
President’s Pups Walking Tour, along
the way, learn about George
Washington’s love for dogs, his dogs’
unusual names, and his efforts to
improve the quality of his hunting
dogs through breeding. $7. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Mercy in Alexandria Walking
Tour. Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. Experience an inside access tour
of 19th century Alexandria. Inspired
by the PBS mini-series “Mercy
Street,” accompany a trained military
historian through Civil War-era
Alexandria and learn the actual
history behind the TV show. Short
tours are $15, private tours for five

are $149. Visit
www.dcmilitarytour.com for more

The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. On view in the museum’s
Coldsmith Gallery, the historical
objects and images featured
represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and
think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives of
the past help tell the story of
Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org for more.

Pick-Up Hockey. Ongoing,
Wednesdays and Fridays 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice Skating,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Play hockey
with other hockey buffs, hitting slap
shots and learning puck handling
skills that the pros use. Players must
have full equipment. 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224
for more.

Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward

Alexandria’s Nurses and Hospitals
During the Civil War. Ongoing at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
An exhibit on the life of Clarissa
Jones, a nurse at The Lyceum
hospital during the Civil War. The
true story of a nurse in Alexandria

during the war, drawing parallels
with characters portrayed in the PBS
drama “Mercy Street,” with
references to the experiences of other
nurses, such as Anne Reading, who
worked in the Mansion House
hospital, and Jane Woolsey, who
served at the Fairfax Seminary
hospital. Admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum.

Shield of Earth: Defending the
Heart of the Union exhibit.
Ongoing, museum hours Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.,
Sundays, noon-5 p.m. at Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.
Highlights of the exhibition include

military passes issued by Provost
Marshal’s Office, construction tools,
and original photographs of some of
Washington’s defenders. 703-746-
4848 or www.fortward.org.

Who These Wounded Are: The
Extraordinary Stories of the
Mansion House Hospital
exhibit. Ongoing, Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundays,
noon-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Come see the site that inspired
“Mercy Street,” the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took
place at Carlyle House.
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-

By Steve Hibbard

The Gazette

T
he third reading of the Pipeline
Playwrights’ world-premiere
play, “Around the Snake Turn,”
by Patricia Connelly, will be held

on Monday, April 3, at MetroStage in Alex-
andria.

“‘Around the Snake Turn’ came out of an
article I read over a decade ago in The New
York Times about the practice of trokosi,”
said Connelly who spent two years research-
ing and writing the piece. Accompanying
the newspaper article was a photo of a
young 12-year-old girl who was serving as
a slave to a traditional tribal priest. “The
story and photo haunted me,” she said.

The play centers around Baaba, whose
son is accused of a crime in her West Afri-
can village, and the local fetish priest places
a curse on the entire family. Baaba knows
that to appease the gods and remove the
curse, the family must offer a young virgin
girl to serve the priest as “wife to the gods”
or trokosi sex slave. Baaba, however, chal-
lenges the accusation, knowing she could
never turn over her young daughter or any

other child to the local priest. In so doing,
Baaba risks everything, fighting family and
tradition to save her children.

Connelly said she spent a lot of time re-
searching both the religion and the West
African culture, talking with people and
asking questions. “I have to know enough
to create characters who are fully realized,
complex, feeling human beings who live
and work within this culture,” she said.

Directed by Cody Jones, the reading will
feature: Gayle Carney, AakhuTuahNera
Freeman, Obinna Nwachukwu, Caroline G.
Pleasant, William Shipman, and Kanysha
Williams.

The reading is the next step in the devel-
opment of the play. The first reading was at
The Kennedy Center Page-to-Stage Festival
in early September and since then
Connelly’s made a number of revisions. “At
this point, I want to see how an audience
responds to the story and which parts of it
still need revision,” she said.

Connelly hopes the audience will be
drawn into this family’s story and ultimately
be moved by the courage and conviction of
the characters, particularly the mother of
the family. “I also hope the audience will

come away with a greater understanding
and awareness of religious practices and a
culture that are different from what we
know and experience in our country,” she
said.

Pleasant will be reading the role of Baaba,
the mother who tries to keep her young
daughter from being sent to the village
priest to be his slave.

“I don’t understand or agree with the
practice of trokosi, and had never heard of
the practice until working with this piece,”

she said. “One challenge was to not get too
angry too soon. I had to be a woman who
knows about the practice, but never thought
she’d have to worry about her daughter
going to the priest.”

As far as audience takeaways, she said:
“I want the audience to take away the
strength, tenacity, and determination people
have, and sacrifices we’re willing to make
when people we love are in danger.”

She added: “ And I want them to see that
also family pressures, traditions, and cul-
tural conditions, can sometimes overrule
what we know is the right thing to do. I
hope the audience sees there is not one
single way to look at issues … there are as
many ways as there are people looking at
the issue.”

Pipeline Playwrights is a group of women
playwrights based in Northern Virginia,
working together to support, present, and
promote each other’s work with the goal of
moving their plays into the local and na-
tional theater pipeline.

The reading of “Around the Snake Turn”
will be held on Monday, April 3, at
MetroStage, located at 1201 North Royal St.
After the reading, enjoy refreshments and
informal conversation with the playwright
and actors. More info about the reading can
be found at www.facebook.com/events/
247702042346106/.

Next in the Pipeline: ‘Around the Snake Turn’
Play by Patricia Connelly about West African
practice of trokosi, or sex slaves.
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Caroline G. Pleasant will be read-
ing from “Around the Snake Turn”
by Patricia Connelly on Monday,
April 3, at MetroStage.
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‘Wizard of Oz’
Various times from March 31-April 2 it’s the Mount
Vernon Community Children’s Theatre production of
Wizard of Oz at Bryant Alternative High School, 2709
Popkins Lane. $12. Visit www.mvcct.org for more.
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass
(en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am
(with Sign Language
Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word); 10:30 am;
12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Monday-
Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
(Rosary at 8:30 am)

En Español:
Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;
First Friday, 7:30 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

FAIRFAX
3950 University Drive, Suite 209

 703-934-5550

OTHER TURTLES NEAR YOU

ALEXANDRIA
7879 Heneska Loop

 Alexandria, VA 22315 
703-971-0200

CHANTILLY
4301 Chantilly Shopping Center

571-375-1196

COME TO THE TURTLE... 

WHERE THE SPORTS FANS GATHER.

Entertainment

549-2997
Color Disorder Exhibit. Ongoing,

Thursday through Sunday, noon-4
p.m., Sundays, noon-4 p.m. at the
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. A
joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines
and Amy Chan who use diverse
painting materials such as acrylic,
gouache, airbrush and screen print to
build energized abstract paintings.
www.nfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of
1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Lee-
Fendall House and Gardens, 614
Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789.

Alexandria Cars and Coffee invites
car enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays 12-
5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-

4848.
Dinner for the Washingtons. 12

p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is
open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Doggy Happy Hour. Starting April 5,
Tuesdays through October 5-8 p.m.
at Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Doggy
Happy Hour at Jackson 20 and the
Hotel Monaco Alexandria offers
specials on cocktails and beers plus
treats and water for canine
companions. Free, but drinks sold
separately. Visit www.monaco-
alexandria.com for more

Wake Up Wednesdays featuring The
Pop Up Cafe. 7-9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday’s near the King Street
Tunnel - Carlyle Entrance located
near 2000 Duke Street near Motley
Fool. The cafe will feature coffee, live
music to help commuters start the
day off right and donuts from Sugar
Shack. maurisapotts@gmail.com

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 30
Civil War Music. 6:30 p.m. at The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Join
historian Carson Hudson and fiddler
Arden Clark as they musically explore
the story of a time when America was
at war with itself in the 1860s. $25.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/Lyceum
or call 703-746-4994 for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 31
Opening Reception. 7-9 p.m. at 2704

Mount Vernon Ave. “Breaking the
Glass Ceiling – The Sky’s the Limit”
exhibit at Del Ray Artisans runs
March 31-April 30. Artists reflect on
this metaphor of pushing through
barriers. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

NOVA Idol 2017. 7 p.m. at Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Fisher
Art Gallery NOVA, Alexandria
Campus, 4915 East Campus Drive.
Vocalists from all six campuses of
Northern Virginia Community
College, and winners will receive
cash prizes between $1,000 and
$4,000. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/.

Russian and Ukrainian Folk
Music. 7:30 p.m. at The Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St. Tetiana
Khomenko (balalaika) and Vitalii
Lyman (piano) will present an
evening of diverse music. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Lyceum or

Alexandria Symphony Partners
With Washington Choral Arts

By Melinda Kernc

Alexandria Symphony Orchestra

A
lexandria Symphony Orchestra (ASO) will
present a pair of choral performances in
partnership with the Choral Arts Society of

Washington and guest conductor Scott Tucker on
April 1 and 2. The concert set continues the ASO’s
73rd season with a focus on musical masterworks,
led by five renowned guest conductors.

Tucker has expanded the reputation of Choral Arts
since his tenure began in 2012 and launched the
Choral Arts Chamber Singers. This hand-selected
group of 58 singers will add their voices to the ASO
at the upcoming performances.

This special concert will feature two major works:
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms and Haydn’s Mass in
D Minor (better known as the Lord Nelson Mass).
Written at the height of his career, Bernstein com-
posed solos for the Psalms for boy soprano as the
voice of David himself and set the text in the origi-
nal Hebrew. “The music is a mix of original music
cut from previous pieces,” said Tucker. “There are
references to other religious texts and draft sketches

from West Side Story.”
The Lord Nelson Mass, which Haydn composed

amongst his greatest liturgical works including The
Creation, was inspired by Napoleon’s advancing
armies, certainly a “mass for troubled times.” The
ASO and Choral Arts welcome soloists Esther
Heideman (soprano), Linda Maguire (mezzo-so-
prano), Brian Thorsett (tenor) and James Shaffran
(baritone).

Rounding out the program will be two works by
Brahms, who greatly admired Haydn and the
Viennese School. Variations on a Theme by Joseph
Haydn will feature the orchestra with no chorus. The
combined groups will also perform Nänie, an elegy
written for one of Brahms’ dearly-departed friends.

The fully-professional Alexandria Symphony Orches-
tra performs at both the Rachel M. Schlesinger Con-
cert Hall & Arts Center (Saturday performances) and
the George Washington Masonic Memorial (Sunday
performances). Ticket prices: $20-$80 adult, $5 youth,
and $10 student with military, senior and group dis-
counts available. To order tickets and for more infor-
mation, visit www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-0885.

Calendar
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Entertainment

call 703-838-4994.

MARCH 31-APRIL 2
Wizard of Oz. Various times through

April 2 at Bryant Alternative High
School, 2709 Popkins Lane. Mount
Vernon Community Children’s
Theatre production of “The Wizard of
Oz.” $12. Visit www.mvcct.org for
more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 1
Watershed Clean-Up. 9-11:30 a.m. at

Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Help remove bottles,
cans, tires, and other carelessly
dumped debris from local streams.
Call 703-768-2525 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/.

Distillery and Gristmill Reopens.
Saturdays 10 a.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Highway, Mount
Vernon. Demonstrations by costumed
distillers take visitors through the
historic process of whiskey-making in
this reconstruction of Washington’s
18th-century distillery. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Save Our Ship Lecture. 10-11 a.m. at
105 North Union St. First Floor
Lobby. Special lecture on new
discoveries on Alexandria’s 18th-
century ship by Benjamin Skolnik,
Alexandria Archaeology. Find out the
latest news about the ship excavated
last year on the Alexandria
Waterfront. Reservations required,
recommended donation $10. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov for
more.

Forgotten Fairfax Lecture. 11 a.m.
at City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Forgotten Fairfax Presents Beacon
Field and Hybla Valley Airports: A
Talk by Anna Marie Hicks and Harry
P. Lehman. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library or
703-293-6227, ext. 4.

Rail Passengers Luncheon. 11:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Joe Theismann’s
Restaurant, 1800 Diagonal Road.
Attendees will hear from Jim
Matthews, President & CEO of the
National Association of Railroad
Passengers; Jennifer Mitchell,
Director of the Virginia Department
of Rail and Public Transportation;
Chuck Riecks, head of Friends of the
Cardinal (an Amtrak train); and
others. Visit www.varprail.org for

more.
Gunston School House. 5-7 p.m. at

411 Jackson Place, Del Ray.
Historical setting sponsored by the
Alexandria Committee of the Colonial
Dames. $30 or $100 for two people
for the wine and appetizer party.
Visit wp.nscdava.org for more.

Rum Punch Challenge. 7-9:30 p.m.
at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal St. $50 per person, or
$100 to include both admission and a
VIP pre-event tasting of Bacardi’s
special rums. Call 703-746-4242 or
visit www.gadsbystavern.org for
more.

Classical Music Concert. 8 p.m. at
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Fisher Art Gallery NOVA,
Alexandria Campus, 4915 East
Campus Drive. With Scott Tucker,
guest conductor and the Choral Arts
Society of Washington. $20-$60
adult, $10 student, $5 youth. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/.

SUNDAY/APRIL 2
Science and History. 1-4 p.m. at The

Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S.
Fairfax St. Highlights where science
and history mixed, with a collection
of medicinal herbs, shop furnishings,
and apothecary bottles and
equipment. call 703.746.3852, or
visit www.apothecarymuseum.org for
more.

Classical Music Concert. 3 p.m. at
George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. $20-
$60 adult, $10 student, $5 youth.
Visit www.alexsym.org or call 703-
548-0885.

APRIL 5-6
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.. noon

and 7 p.m. at Virginia Theological
Seminary, 3737 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Activities
commemorating the martyrdom of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Call toll free at 1-800-941-0083 for
more.

THURSDAY/APRIL 6
Coffee & Connections. 8-9 a.m. at

National Industries for the Blind,
1310 Braddock Place. Join the
Alexandria Chamber’s Professional
Women’s Network. $10 for members,
$20 for non-members Visit
web.alexchamber.com for more.

Mount Vernon Special Tour. 5:30-8
p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. “A Neighborly
Visit: A Special Evening at Mt.
Vernon” includes private after-hours
tours of the Mansion, the Distillery
and the Grist Mill. $40 for non-
members and $35.00 for Alexandria
Historical Society members. Visit
alexandriahistoricalsociety.wildapricot.org/
for more.

Hometown Habitat. 7-8:30 p.m. at
the at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson
St. The Alexandria Beautification
Commission is sponsoring a free
screening of “Hometown Habitat,” a
film that focuses on local ecosystems.
Visit alexandriabeautifcation@
gmail.com for more.

FRIDAY/APRIL 7
Blessed Sacrament Musical

Offering. 7:30 p.m. at Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Church, 1427 W.
Braddock Road. The 14 Stations of
the Cross will be prayed in a musical
setting for choir and organ by Franz
Liszt. The Blessed Sacrament Adult
Choir will sing with organist Ann
Carney. Email
jmccrary@blessedsacramentcc.org or
call 703-998-6100 x103 for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 8
Living History Encampment. 10

a.m.-4 p.m. at Fort Ward, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. Learn about the
history, training and army life of the
U.S. Colored Troops during the Civil
War. Call 703-746-4848, or visit
fortward.org for more.

Ikebana Workshop. 10 a.m.-noon at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Ikebana is a Japanese
art of flower arrangement. Learn its
rich symbolism and fundamentals,

and take home a flower arrangement.
$38, supplies extra. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring/ or call 703-642-5173
for more.

French and Indian War in
Alexandria. noon-4 p.m. in the
Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St. The
“Grandest Congress”: The French and
Indian War in Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.novaparks.com or call 703-549-
2997 for more.

TUESDAY/APRIL 11
Garden Experts Answer Questions.

11 a.m.-noon in Simpson Park
Demonstration Gardens, 420 E.
Monroe St. Stop by and chat with the
VCE Master Gardeners who maintain
the Simpson Park Demonstration
Gardens and see what is springing to
life. Visit mgnv.org for more.

Dale and Ray in Concert. 7:30 p.m.
at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. Dale Watson and Ray Benson.
$29.50. Visit www.birchmere.com or
www.daleandray.com for more.

THURSDAY/APRIL 13
Level Office Alexandria Opening.

6:30 p.m. at 950 N. Washington St.
Grand opening of a remote office
complex, new entrepreneurial
community. Open to public. Visit
leveloffice.com for more.

The Migration Project. 7:30 p.m. at
the Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron St.The Migration Project
explores stories of relocation. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/webtrac to
sign up or www.janefranklin.com.

Samantha Fish Concert. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. Fish is a Kansas City blues
guitarist and singer. Visit
www.birchmere.com for more.

APRIL 13-15
Revolutionary Gentleman

Comedy. 7:30 p.m. at the at Lee
Center, 1108 Jefferson St. The
musical is based on the life of
Benedict Arnold. Tickets are $34 and
$39 at the door, or $29 and $34
online at www.InfinityStage.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 14
Marc Scibilia in Concert. 7:30 p.m.

at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. With Corey Harper & Brad Ray.
$19.50. Visit www.birchmere.com for
more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 19
Antiques Club. 7 p.m. at Hollin Hall

Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Free, public invited. The
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Antiques
Club will feature Mary B. Gallagher,
the author of “My Life with Jackie
Kennedy,” for whom she worked as
her secretary for a number of years.
Call 703-360-4979 for more.

Alexander Hamilton Lecture. 7:30
p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St. Dr. Peter Henriques,
Professor Emeritus of History from
George Mason University, will
highlight this historical figure. $12 or
$10 for members of Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum Society and Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum volunteers. Call 703-746-
4242 or visit www.gadsbystavern.org
for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 22
Garden Day Herb & Craft Sale. 8

a.m.-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House, 121
N. Fairfax St. Celebrate spring with
the Friends of Carlyle House’s Annual
Garden Day Herb and Craft Sale. $5
for adults; $3 for children; free for

By Hope Nelson

The Gazette

F
rom beef to tofu, soup to noodles, rice clas-
sics to salads, Thai food is always on the menu
in Alexandria. Thai restaurants are in ample

supply across the city, which makes it hard to nar-
row down the best options on any given day. Here
are three of the city’s crown jewels.

Thai Lemongrass,
506 South Van Dorn St.

Tucked away in a strip mall in Alexandria’s West
End, Thai Lemongrass is admittedly not much to look
at from the parking lot. But diners who venture in

the front door will be handsomely re-
warded by good food and good service
— and, since the restaurant is usually
quite popular, they won’t be dining

alone.
One of Thai Lemongrass’ specialties is the Para-

dise Curry, a red curry with shrimp, chicken and pine-
apple. Or enjoy the tangy tofu with ginger, which
features the eponymous ingredients with mushrooms
and onions in a black-bean sauce.

Thai Peppers,
2018 Mount Vernon Ave.

Thai Peppers has enjoyed a lengthy residency in
Del Ray, and for good reason: Its food is consistent,
well-apportioned, and most importantly delicious.
And over the years, the restaurant has expanded to
Bristow and Haymarket, as well, extending its reach
to a wider audience.

The menu runs the gamut from curry to noodles to
Thai Peppers’ “Wok Corner,” and you’d be hard-
pressed to find a bad apple in the bunch. Unlike some
restaurants that shoehorn diners into a particular
protein choice at the outset, Thai Peppers allows cus-
tomers to order virtually any menu option with a
choice of meat or tofu — a boon for vegetarians and
carnivores alike. Some of the gems are the pad-ka-
prow, a stir-fry with Thai basil and vegetables in a
spicy garlic sauce, and the pa-nang curry, a red curry
mixed with coconut milk and served with your pro-
tein of choice.

Sam Phao Thai Cuisine,
1019 King St.

Located between Patrick and Henry streets in Old
Town, Sam Phao looks absolutely tiny at first glance.
But looks are deceiving; the restaurant has a second
floor with a great deal of dining room space should
the few first-floor tables be taken. Sam Phao has
called Old Town home for almost a decade, and within
that time it has begun to shine as one of the
neighborhood’s best Thai eateries.

One of Sam Phao’s most impressive dishes is its
pineapple fried rice. Served with shrimp, tomatoes,
egg, and vegetables, the rice dish rests neatly in a
hollowed-out pineapple, causing other tables to crane
their necks as the server brings it out of the kitchen.
For something a bit more low-key, go with the Pad
Pak entrée, a mix of meat (or tofu) with vegetables
served with a light brown sauce.

Thai Restaurants in All Corners

Appetite

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista blog,
located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any time at
hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Del Ray Artisans
“Breaking the Glass Ceiling – The Sky’s the Limit” is a
theme at the at Del Ray Artisans show running March
31-April 30. Artists reflect on this metaphor of push-
ing through barriers. Opening Reception: Friday,
March 31, 7-9 p.m. Visit www.DelRayArtisans.org/
exhibits

Calendar
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Entertainment

Friends of Carlyle House. Call 703-549-
2997 for more.

Garden Tour. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at at the
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. The members of the Garden Club
of Alexandria and The Hunting Creek
Garden Club are sponsoring a tour of
five homes in Old Town. $45 in
advance, $55 day of tour. Visit
www.vagardenweek.org for more.

Raptor Rapture Birdshow. 10- a.m.-
noon at the Belle Haven picnic area
of the George Washington Memorial
Parkway. Celebrate Earth Day by
learning more about raptors, a family
that includes owls, hawks, and
falcons. Visit www.fodm.org for
more.

Spring Fashion Show and
Luncheon. 10 a.m. at Aldersgate
UMC, 1301 Collingwood Road.
Advance tickets $25. Limited tickets
at door $30. Call 703-765-6555.

Discovery Day at Historic Huntley.
1-4 p.m. at Historic Huntley, 6918
Harrison Lane. Enjoy activities for the
whole family while discovering how
Historic Huntley changed over time.
Suggested donation $5, children
under 10 free. Call 703 768-2525.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 22-23
Barley & Music Fest. noon-6 p.m. at

John Carlyle Square Park, 300 John
Carlyle St. Craft brews from 18
artisanal breweries, live
entertainment, and food vendors.
Email barleymusicfest@gmail.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 23
Meet the Artists. 1-3 pm. at Green

Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Some of the area’s watermedia
floral and landscape painters
highlighting their exhibit “Natural
Beauty: Paintings of the Potomac
Valley Watercolorists,” which runs
April 18-June 18. Free. Visit
www.PotomacValleyWatercolorists.org
or call 703-941-7987 for more.

Dominion Chorale Opera. 4 p.m. at
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 4915 East Campus
Drive. The chorale will be joined by
finalists and semifinalists of the 2016
Washington International
Competition for Voice, and pianist,
Thomas Pandolfi. Visit
www.newdominion.org for more.

The Jayhawks in Concert. 7:30 p.m.
at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. The band is playing in support
of 2016’s “Paging Mr. Proust.”
Produced by Peter Buck (R.E.M.).
Visit www.birchmere.com for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 24
Mount Vernon Flea Market. 8 a.m.-

1 p.m. at 8717 Fort Hunt Road. An
assortment of goods for sale. Free.
mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com
for more info.

Democrats To-Go Meeting. 7-8:30

p.m. in the Alexandria Democratic
Committee Office, 618 N.
Washington St. All are welcome to
this Democrats To Go outreach effort
to help communicate the truth, build
ADC base, and elect more people
throughout the Commonwealth.
Email Petersdorathea@gmail.com.

APRIL 25-MAY 21
Singing the Blues exhibit. Various

hours at the Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery, Torpedo Factory Art Center,
Studio 29, 105 North Union St.
Highlights the work of three featured
artists Beverly Baker, Joanne Bast,
and Laura Savage. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935 for more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 26
2017 Public Safety Valor Awards.

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Crowne Plaza,
901 N. Fairfax St. Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce’s 31st annual
Valor Awards to salute the brave
women and men of our Police and
Fire Departments, and Sheriff’s
Office, who showed poise and
courage in extraordinary
circumstances in 2016. Members $65,
non-members $75. Visit
web.alexchamber.com for more.

THURSDAY/APRIL 27
NOVA Student Film Festival. 6-9

p.m. at Northern Virginia Community
College, Bisdorf Building, Room 196,
5000 Dawes Ave. Visit www.nvcc.edu
for more.

Meet the Author. 7 p.m. at Lee
Center, 1108 Jefferson St. Former
FBI investigator Robert K. Wittman
highlights “Priceless: How I Went
Undercover to Rescue the World’s
Stolen Treasures.” Free. Call 703-
746-1770 for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 29
Fairfax County Anniversary. 8:30

a.m.-3 p.m.,Virginia Room, City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St. ”A Place Called Home:
Fairfax County. A 275th Anniversary
Event” is a day-long exploration of
the history of Fairfax County. Free.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library
or 703-293-6227, ext 6.

Car Show Fundraiser. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
at West Potomac High School, 6500
Quander Road. Car Show to support
the graduating senior class at West
Potomac High School. $20 to enter a
vehicle, attendance is free. Visit /
www.angcwestpotomac.com/ for
more.

Meet the Author. 11 a.m. at the
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Genealogist and
historian Char McCargo Bah explores
the historical issues surrounding the
Ramsey Homes Redevelopment
Project. Call 703-746-4356 for more.

Hand Print Workshop
Dennis O’Neil’s Hand Print Workshop: Twenty Years of
Partnership in Print will be on exhibit through April 2 at
the Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
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Sports

B
oy Scout Troop 1906 is holding a Scouting
Open House at Bethlehem Baptist Church
on Saturday, April 15, from 9-11 a.m. All

perspective youth ages 11, but not yet 18 years of
age, are invited to attend. The purpose of the open
house is to share information on the Scouting pro-
gram and the opportunities it provides for having
fun while learning essential life skills for today
and tomorrow. Parents and youths are encouraged
to attend and then consider joining the Scouting
Program. Adults can also join in on the fun of
Scouting. Troop 1906 is chartered by Bethlehem
Baptist Church and the Xi Alpha Lambda Chapter

of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. The open house
will be held in the church parsonage located at
7836 Fordson Road, Alexandria.

After the open house, all eligible youth are in-
vited to join the troop for a free session of laser
tag fun and adventure at Shadowland.
Shadowland is located at 5508 Franconia Road,
Alexandria. Parents of all interested boys are re-
quired to provide transportation to and from
Shadowland as well as signing permission slips
for the child to participate in laser tag. For more
information call 703-360-4170, extension 0 or
send an email to ScoutmasterT1906@gmail.com

Members of Troop 1906

Troop 1906 To Host Open House

T
he Fort Hunt Warriors
boys high school rugby
team has been invited to
the 2017 National High

School Rugby Championship tourna-
ment, to be held in Kansas City, Mo.
from May 17 to 22. This is the sec-
ond invitation for the Warriors, who
declined their first-ever invitation in
2016 due to a late invitation and
previously scheduled commitments.
This is also the first Fort Hunt Youth
Athletic Association (FHYAA) team
in the association’s 58-year history
to compete for a national champi-
onship.

With recent wins over the nation-
ally ranked teams of Georgetown
Prep (Md.), West Shore United (Pa.),
Doylestown (Pa,), and most recently
Gonzaga (2016 national champion),
the Warriors are currently ranked as
the #1 boys high school club team
in the nation, moving up from a #3
position held since early February.

Rugby as an FHYAA sport has been a part
of the Fort Hunt athletic scene since 2006,
and the high school rugby program began
for both boys and girls in 2011. In that time

the Warriors have managed three Virginia
state championships (2012, 2014, 2016).
The Warriors also have placed numerous
players on the Rugby Virginia all-star team

over the years, as well as past and current
selections to U.S. national teams.

“We have always been a strong and fo-
cused team, and I’m thrilled to see the boys’

hard work and dedication pay off,”
Warriors Coach Dale Roach said.

Fort Hunt Rugby President John
Dacey said, “This is something you
think about, almost a fantasy, but for
it to be real is absolutely incredible.

We are extremely grateful to all of
the players, parents, coaches and
volunteers who have built and sus-
tain our program, and to FHYAA,
which has supported us wonderfully
in our years of providing youth rugby
to our community.”

Warriors player/captain and na-
tional U-20 player Conor McManus
said, “It’s a great opportunity, some-
thing we’ve worked really hard for,
and I think we have a great shot at
winning it.”

The tournament in Kansas City is
a major team undertaking, and there
are some Warriors players who need
assistance with their trip expenses.
The team has set up a donation page
through the Fort Hunt Rugby website

at www.forthuntrugby.org. All donations to
this effort are fully tax-deductible.

Warriors to Compete in National Rugby Championship

The Fort Hunt Warriors in a game against Downingtown.
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Diversion First

School Notes

From Page 7

in need of six more staff so they
could be ready to assist court per-
sonnel at “Advisement Hearings,”
which generally take place shortly
after a detainee enters the court
system.

Ryan reminded the meeting at-
tendees that the Crisis Center was
still only able to staff for 21.5
hours per day with the current
funds available, and requested
monies to put six more trained
personnel in place.

Combined, the funds requested
at the meeting totalled approxi-
mately $2 million.

“Diversion First has made a tre-
mendous impact on our commu-
nity … even in this tough budget
atmosphere, I’m committed to
finding at least partial funding to
see through the next phase of this
great program and keep up its
momentum,” said Supervisor Jeff
McKay (D-Lee District).

Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-
Hunter Mill District) commented
that she has been acquainted with

similar programs since 2005 and
has been enthusiastic about them.
“While there are no committed
funds in the FY 2018 budget, I re-
main hopeful,” she said. “After all,
if we do not sustain Diversion First
now, I despair for the long-term
future.”

“I’m hopeful. No, more than
that,” said Supervisor John Foust
(D-Dranesville). “I am enthusias-
tic about Diversion First and I will
do what I can to at least get them
the partial funding that will keep
this important work going.”

For now, expansion into the next
phase for Diversion First will be
in a “wait-and-see” mode, but
county residents should know that
whatever the outcome, Crisis In-
tervention Team-trained personnel
are available and can be re-
quested. The Community Services
Board Emergency Services can be
reached at 703-573-5679, and
residents in need have the option
to go directly to the Merrifield Cri-
sis Response Center at 8221 Wil-
low Oaks Corporate Drive in
Fairfax.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

Michael Chong, of Alexandria, was
named to the dean’s list for the fall 2016
semester at Mercer University (Macon,
Ga.). Chong is a junior in the Townsend
School of Music.

Twelve projects from West Potomac
took part in the Regional Science and
Engineering fair at Robinson Secondary

School on March 18. West Potomac stu-
dents received $450 in prize money as
well as recognition from several profes-
sional science and engineering
organizations in the Northern Virginia
area.

One student, William Makinen,
received a grand prize for his project
“Real-Time 3D Printing Error Correction
and Detection.” With this prize, William
has been invited to the Intel Interna-
tional Science and Engineering Fair in

Los Angeles, Calif., this May. Partici-
pants include:

❖ Mary Bell — “Mineral Buildup in
Pipes”

❖ Nahian Alam and Jeremy
Freewalt — “Biodegradable Batteries”
— 3rd Place

❖ Paolo Fermin and John Quilty
— “An Analysis of Solar Intensity at
West Potomac High School”

❖ William Makinen — “Real-Time
3D Error Correction and Detection” —

Grand Prize
❖ John Phipps  and Thomas

Bruno — “The Effectiveness of Home-
Made Water Filters” — 2nd Place

❖ Samuel Davidson, Jordan
Hilko — “The Effect of Material on
Coefficient of Friction” — 3rd Place

❖ Joshua Breining — “The Effect
of Propeller Pitch on Thrust”

❖ Maryam Qureshi — “Viscosity
and Temperature” — Honorable Men-
tion

❖ Juliette Flowers — “The Effect
of Blade Design on Energy Produced” —
Honorable Mention

❖ Ryan Schurr — “Cooking with
Electromagnetic Radiation” — 3rd Place

❖ Anna Capper — “The Effect of
Water Temperature on the Speed of a
Marine Vessel” — Honorable Mention

❖ Ephraim Takyi, Carl Lansanby
and Micah Moore — “The Effect of
Magnetism on Water Flow” — 3rd Place
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OBITUARY

Simpsonville, SC

Dick Erlenbaugh, 75, of Simpsonville, SC, husband of 
Patricia Ann Bolton Erlenbaugh, went to be with his Lord and 
Savior on Thursday, March 23, 2017 while surrounded by his 
family.

Born in Villa Park, Il he was a son of the late Ralph Erlenbaugh 
and the late Marguerite Becker Erlenbaugh. He was the young-
est of seven siblings.

He graduated in ’65 from the University of Notre Dame, where 
he served as captain of the ND basketball team. His greatest 
love was spending time with family, cheering on ND athletes, 
and being an integral part of his church community.

In addition to his wife, Patti, he is survived by one son, Mark 
Erlenbaugh, and his wife, Cason, of Pelzer; one daughter, Ann 
Marie Bynum and her husband, Matt, of Simpsonville; five 
grandchildren, Matthew, Luke, John, Alex and Ethan.

He was preceded in death by one daughter, Mary Ann.

A Funeral Mass will be held on Friday, March 31, 2017 at 4:00 
PM at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church with Fr. Patrick Tuttle 
officiating.

A Celebration of Life will follow in the school gym.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials be made 
to: Notre Dame Club of the Western Carolina’s and/or St. 
Anthony’s Elementary School.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.CannonFuneralHomes.com
Cannon Funeral Home, Fountain Inn, SC is serving the family.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 
will be received in the Office of the Purchasing Division until 
the date and time designated as follows:

Request for Proposals No. 00000675, Commercial Passenger 
Boat Berthing at the City Marina

Pre-Proposal: April 10, 2017 at 10 a.m. Purchasing Division 
Conference Room, 100 N. Pitt St., Suite 301, Alexandria, VA.  
22314

Closing Date and Time: May 8, 2017, 4:00 p.m., prevailing lo-
cal time.       

For general inquiries contact Michael F. Hauer, CPPO, CPPB, 
Deputy Purchasing Agent at 703.746.4295.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Peter Francis Smith, Ph.D.
Of Alexandria, VA , passed away February 23, 2017,
peacefully at home surrounded by his family. He had
multiple myeloma. Peter was born June 29, 1942 in New
Brunswick, NJ. He attended St. Peter’s High School in New
Brunswick, received his BS and MS degrees in Agricultural
Economics/Marketing from Rutgers University in 1964 and
1966 respectively, and his Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics
from Pennsylvania State University in 1970.
After receiving his Ph.D., Peter and his wife Patricia moved
to Alexandria where Peter joined the Department of
Agriculture. A life-long civil servant, Peter joined the newly
formed Environmental Protection Agency in 1971, working
on National Environmental Policy Act issues before return-
ing to the Department of Agriculture in 1979. He worked
with the Soil and Water Resources Conservation Act and
the National Resources Inventory analyzing long range
land and water demands and their economic effect on the
environment. He retired in 2005, last serving as a member
of the Senior Executive Service, as Director of the
Resource Economics and Social Sciences Division of
the National Resources Conservation Service.
In addition to his civil service, Peter was a lifelong educa-
tor. Peter taught marketing and economics at Southeastern
University for 36 years as an Adjunct Professor. He may
have taught the last Nigerian Prince that emailed you how
to market his scheme! He also taught at the Florida
Institute of Technology, Alexandria from 1989-1994.
Outside of Peter’s hard work and long career, he was a
loving and devoted father, tirelessly supporting his chil-
dren’s soccer, swimming and diving, rowing and educa-
tional pursuits. Peter was a member of Army-Navy Country
Club and an avid golfer. Peter was also a long time mem-
ber of Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in Alexandria.
He was a member of the American Economic Association,
the American Marketing Association and Delta Phi
Fraternity, Epsilon Chapter. Peter loved to travel and repre-
sented the US at numerous international meetings
throughout the world, including trips to Hungary, Greece,
Finland, Spain, New Zealand, the U.K. and OECD meetings
in France.
Peter is predeceased by his parents George F. and Theresa
K. Smith and his brother William G. Smith. He is survived
by Patricia Bayly Smith, his wife of 50 years, his children
Justin Smith and Courtney Smith, grandchildren Townson
Cocke, Emmett Cocke, Anneliese Erb, and Holden Smith,
as well as his sisters-in-law Victoria Langbein and Johanna
Smith, eight nieces, two nephews, other relatives and
many friends. His kindness and love will be missed by all.
A celebration of Peter’s life will be held April 8, 2-5 PM at
his home. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to the T.C. Williams High School Crew Boosters,
the Scholarship Fund of Alexandria, or the Chesapeake
Bay Foundation.

Obituary
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OBITUARY

Polly Norment Burke died peacefully at home on 
March 18, 2017, in Alexandria, Va. Born in Washington, D.C. 
on June 16,1926, Polly was the daughter of the late Clarence 
Forbes Norment, Jr of Washington, DC, formerly President of 
the 
National Bank of Washington, and the late Margaret Polley of 
Buffalo, NY. She was a fifth generation Washingtonian.
Polly was raised at the Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, 
DC and was educated at The Sidwell Friends School.  Prior to 
her marriage, she worked for several years as the Junior 
Chairman of the Home Hospitality Committee, a non-profit or-
ganization that helped veterans of World War II and the Korean 
War, especially those who suffered injuries, as they
re-integrated into civilian life upon returning home from war. 
On one auspicious occasion, Polly arranged for Winston 
Churchill to visit with wounded American veterans and their 
families.

In 1954, she married George Anderton (Andy) Burke of 
Alexandria,Va, who preceded her in death in 1985. Together 
they raised their three children, Clarence N. Burke (Maria) of 
Alexandria, VA, Marney B. Cooney (Philip) of Southlake, TX, 
and Julian T. Burke, II, (Valerie) of Alexandria, VA, and
two step-sons, G. Anderton (Tony) Burke, Jr (WaewDao) of 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, and Michael G. A. Burke (Ruth) of New 
Orleans, LA.

Since 1961, Mrs. Burke resided on Captain’s Row in Old Town 
and was well-known for inviting visitors in to see her garden.  
In 1975, she and her friend, Anne Cabaniss, authored a cook-
book, Delectable Cookery of Alexandria, which had been 
endorsed by the Bicentennial Commission of Alexandria. This 
was followed in 1980 by a sequel, More Delectable Cookery
of Alexandria.

For many years, she served on the Alexandria Republican 
Party Committee and she campaigned actively for many candi-
dates seeking elective office. During his tenure, Virginia Gover-
nor George Allen named her to serve on the Citizens Advisory 
Council on Furnishing and Interpreting the Executive
Mansion; the Alexandria Historical and Restoration 
Preservation Commission; and the First Lady’s Advisory 
Council.

Polly was an avid tennis player and fan, and belonged to Belle 
Haven Country Club for over 60 years.  She played tennis ev-
ery day during her winter visits to Naples, FL, where she had 
made many friends since first visiting there in 1970.

In addition to her children, she is also survived by her ten 
grandchildren: Clarence Burke, Jr , Anthony Burke,  Marjorie 
Burke,  Philip Cooney (Jennifer), Polley Cooney, Ruth Cooney, 
Samuel Burke, Julia Burke, Anderton Burke, III, and Jonathan 
Burke (Vanessa).  She is also very fondly remembered by 
many nieces and nephews.  Polly was preceded in death by 
her brother, Clarence F. Norment, III.  She is also survived by 
her sisters-in-law, Nancy N. McCabe of Bethesda, MD and 
Agnes F. Burke of Irvington, VA.

A private burial will take place on April 29th at Ivy Hill 
Cemetery, followed by a Memorial Service at 10:30 a.m. at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 South Pitt Street, Alexandria, 
VA.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory may be made to:

Alzheimer's Association (alz.rog/nca)
National Capital Area Chapter
8180 Greensboro Drive, Suite 400
McLean, VA 22102.

LightHouse/Encompass (ehhi.com)
5427 Backlick Road
Springfield, VA  22151
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We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.For a free digital sub-

scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 17-03-04

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public Schools is seeking
Proposals from qualified Offerors to provide services for an LED Retrofit at multi-
ple ACPS sites.
Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 17-03-04 LED Retrofit for Alexandria
City Public Schools will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 1340
Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm,
April 17, 2017. The time of receipt shall be determined by the time clock stamp in
the Procurement Office. Rroposals appropriately received will be opened and the
names of the Offerors responding will be read aloud. RFP documents may be
obtained at the above Procurement Office or by calling 703-619-8181, or by down-
loading the RFP from the ACPS website at
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/purchasing.  Registration on the Vendor Self Service
(VSS) system is required at https://acps.munisselfservice.com/.

A Non-Mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference and site visit will be held on
April 5, 2017 at 9 am at Central Office, Facilities Conference Room 610-2
located at 1340 Braddock Place, 6th Floor, Alexandria, VA 22314. Thereafter,
Offerors will tour four (4)  representative sites. However, it is highly recom-
mended that Offerors visit all sites listed in the RFP at dusk or dark before
the Pre-Proposal Conference.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days after the opening of pro-
posals except as may be set forth in the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any or all applications
and to waive any informalities in any response.

Meloni Hurley
Procurement Manager
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Power Washing
Go from green to clean, do you have

mold on your siding rotten wood that’s
a hoa voilation? We do houses, decks,
fences, side walks, etc. Deck and fence

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561    703-393-1060

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

It’s Never Too Early to schedule 
your pool opening for 2017

Call Jonathan Ruhe & Team
at Anthony & Sylvan Pools

Opening and Closing Packages
(4th season free if booked before April 1)

Annual Pool Maintenance Contracts 
10% OFF if booked by April.  

703-803-7374 Ext. 3140

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411
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PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 
practice in Alexandria and Fairfax has 
an opening for a FT/PT position with 
some travel between offices. Ideal for 

nurses returning to the workforce.  
Competitive salary with benefits. 

Orientation provided. Fax resume to 
703-914-5494 or email to 
cmaschedule@aol.com.

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.comFind us on Facebook

and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/

connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Janitor
Part Time Day Shift one hour per day

Tues., Thurs. 150.00 per month. 
Location: Franconia Rd., Alexandria

Part Time Day Shift 1.5 hours per day
Mon, Wed. Fri, 300.00 per month.

Location: Richmond Highway, Alexandria

Seniors/Veterans Welcome
Call Kathy/Regina ph. no.  614-864-6582
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Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

20174

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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