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See Widening,  Page 20

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

O
ver the last five
years, there have
been 461 crashes
within the three-

mile stretch of Route 1 between
Jeff Todd Way and Napper Road.
Two of those included pedestrian
fatalities, making it one of the
most dangerous roadways to
walkers in Virginia. That data was
part of Mark Gibney’s presentation
on the Virginia Department of
Transportation project to widen
that area of Richmond Highway
from four to six lanes.

The project, estimated to cost
$215 million, is anticipated to be-
gin construction in the spring of
2023 and be open to traffic by
2026. Gibney is the project man-
ager. He presented at the first
major public information meeting
about the widening on Tuesday
evening April 18 at Mount Vernon
High School, alongside VDOT spe-
cial projects manager and lead for
the widening Amanda Baxter.

Baxter said VDOT is in the
middle of the environmental as-
sessment process and going
through a noise wall procedure.

A primary concern for many
residents and business-owners is
how they will be impacted by
right-of-way land acquisitions to
make way for the widened high-
way. That portion of the project is
estimated to cost $120.6 million
alone and begin in spring 2019.

Baxter tried to calm some of the
anxiety by saying each right of way
impact case will be unique, and
there “could be temporary ease-
ments or partial acquisitions” in
certain scenarios.

Gibney’s slides included a draft
graphic of a typical segment of the
improved roadway, which will in-
clude protected elements for bi-
cycles and pedestrians. Design isn’t
expected to be approved until late
in the year 2018, after two more
major public hearings anticipated
for late this year and mid-2018.

He also showed traffic volume

projections, which he said are
based on the current Fairfax
County Comprehensive Plan. They
don’t take into account the
county’s EMBARK initiative to
bring Bus Rapid Transit and Metro
expansion to the corridor, not to
mention the increased population
density those would bring with
them.

“It’s necessary,” said state Sen.
Scott Surovell (D-36). “Route 1 is
simply no longer functional, it in-
hibits further growth for the com-
munity.”

While Surovell said the impact
widening will have from right-of-
way acquisitions is unquestionably
upsetting and disconcerting, it’s
important to keep in mind the vi-
sion of many tens of thousands
more people coming to the Mount
Vernon area with both the widen-
ing and EMBARK projects.

“BRT, Metro expansion,” he said,
“will bring a 300 percent increase
in businesses in the area. These
people, they all have to eat, shop,
go somewhere.”

Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee)
agreed there are difficult decisions
that have to be made in carrying
out the widening, but that’s ex-
pected in transportation projects
of this magnitude. He compared
it to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge
and Springfield Interchange.

“This is our big moment,” McKay
said, “our chance to get money
here, congestion dealt with. We’ve

been deferring those decisions for
too long. We need to see action
down here.”

McKay encouraged anxious resi-
dents and business-owners to be
patient with the acquisition pro-
cess, that some cases may be

grandfathered in, and he’s confi-
dent individual concerns would be
worked through.

Mount Vernon High School
graduate and lifelong Mount
Vernon resident Matthew Thomp-
son said he understands change is
inevitable, but wants to make sure
all residents, including those from
second and third-generation
Mount Vernon neighborhood fami-
lies — like those in Washington
Square, Woodlawn Gardens, or
Mount Vernon Apartments — will
be remembered in the upgrade
process.

“I’m excited about the increased
pedestrian safety and the prospect
of quick transportation up and
down Route 1 that VDOT and
EMBARK will provide,” Thompson
said. “My hope is that there is still
affordability in regards to the
housing, so that families that have
been here for generations will be
able to enjoy the added amenities
and changes to the local commu-
nity.”

Thompson referenced some
business institutions he remem-
bers growing up with, including
Johnny Mac’s Rib Shack and Elsie’s

VDOT hosts Route 1 Widening meeting:
Jeff Todd Way to Napper Road.‘Our Big Moment’

Left, Del. Paul Krizek (D-44) talks with Mount Vernon 
resident Matthew Johnson over concerns for the impact of 
Route 1 widening on established neighborhood families— 
like those in Washington Square, Woodlawn Gardens, or 
Mount Vernon Apartments — and whether they’ll be 
remembered and included in the upgrade process.

More than 200 community members came out to Mount Vernon High School for the first
public information meeting regarding the widening of Route 1 from Jeff Todd Way to
Napper Road.

Mount Vernon resident Matthew Johnson referenced some 
business institutions he remembers growing up with, 
including Johnny Mac’s Rib Shack and Elsie’s Magic 
Skillet. “This is one of the oldest communities in the 
county, rich with history, and I hope those that have deep 
roots here are able to afford the community in which 
they were raised when it’s all said and done.”
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

I
nova Mount Vernon Hospital has re-
ceived two patient safety awards
from national patient advocacy or-

ganizations.
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital is one of

823 hospitals nationwide to receive an
A hospital patient safety ranking by The
Leapfrog Group, a national patient safety

watchdog organization.
This distinction ranks the hospital among

the safest hospitals in the United States. This
“A” score marks Inova Mount Vernon’s sixth
consecutive “A” patient safety rating, quali-
fying the hospital as an elite “Leapfrog
Straight A” organization for sustained pa-
tient safety excellence.

Inova Mount Vernon also received the
2017 Patient Safety Excellence Award from
Healthgrades, the national advocacy orga-
nization dedicated to helping consumers
find the right doctor and right hospital for
the right care.

This distinction places Inova Mount
Vernon in the top 10 percent of all hospi-

tals evaluated for superior performance
in safeguarding patients from serious,
potentially preventable complications
during their hospital stays.

Inova Mount Vernon is one of only 460
hospitals in the nation to receive this dis-
tinction, and one of only 19 in the state
of Virginia.

Inova Mount Vernon Receives National Safety Awards

Residents gathered April 16 for the Easter Sunrise Service at Historic
Mount Vernon.

Members of Scout Troop 993 move towards the tomb of George
Washington to lay a wreath.

The Rev. Dr. Johnnie L. Abram of
Harvest Assembly Baptist Church
in Gum Springs officiated at the
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service.

Music for the morning’s sunrise
service was provided by Dan
Doxzen, music minister, organist
and cantor at St. Thomas a Becket
Catholic Church in Reston.

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service
The Rotary Club of Mount Vernon sponsored the Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at Historic Mount Vernon.
Participants included the Rev. Dr. Johnnie L. Abram, organist Dan Doxzen, and Scout Troop 993.
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Del Ray/Alex $819,900
206 E. Braddock Rd. Large Cape Cod 2 Blocks to Metro. Looks can be deceiv-
ing -- this spacious cape has 2500 ft. over three finished levels with 5 BRs and 
2.5 baths, large LR w/ FP, rec room w/ projection TV, and updated kitchen w/ 
stainless appliances & granite counters. Other bonuses include new windows, 
waterproofed basement, whole  house generator, hardwood floors & large patio.

Mary Hurlbut  703.980.9595

Fairlington Towne/Alex  $395,500   
3813 Jason Ave. Beautiful 2 level townhouse with custom touches 
throughout the home--Updated baths and kitchen including travertine 
shower, marble countertops, custom backsplash, marble floor in the up-
stairs bathroom. Hardwood floors. Darling patio. Easy commute location.

Julie F. Hall 703.786-3634

Alexandria
$629,900

3833 Dominion Mill Dr. 
Spacious & bright 4 bed 
TH. Gorgeous HW floors, 
gourmet kitchen, w/ open 
floor plan. Two car attached 
garage, bonus room, w/ 
walk-out to fenced patio! 
Huge master bdrm w/ 
attached bath, soaking tub, & 
walk-in closet. Conveniently 
located by 2 Metro stops, 
quick access to 495/95, & 
minutes to Old Town.

 Maren Seubert 
703-835-2580

Open Sunday Del Ray-Alex
$659,900

2501 Leslie Ave. Updated 
and move-in ready just a few 
blocks from shops & restau-
rants on “The Avenue”! 
3 bedrooms, 2 updated baths.  
Newly finished walk out lower 
level has full bath and family 
room w/ exposed beams. Gour-
met kitchen w SS applianeces, 
42” cabinetry & granite count-
ers. Wood floors throughout and 
replacement windows.Beautiful 
large yard with deck off kitchen. 

Christine Garner 
703.587.5855

Alexandria  $264,000
906 S. Washington St. #307. Light-filled top floor condo in 
fabulous SE quadrant location! Gorgeous hardwood floors 
throughout. Huge 5X7 walk-in closet, a linen closet & 2 closets 
in bedroom! Granite countertops, SS appliances & slate floor in 
kitchen. Bathroom is bright & spacious. Walking distance to Old 
Town shops & restaurants. MUST SEE!

Maren Seubert   703.835-2580

Del Ray/Alex  $874,900
2605 E. Randolph Ave. 3 BRs/ 2 BA. Expanded Del Ray Bungalow with 
inviting front porch, located just blocks from “the Avenue” and backs to the 
park. The main level features a spectacular family room, updated kitchen, 
separate dining room, two bedrooms and a full bath. The upper level fea-
tures a master suite addition with soaring ceilings and a beautiful ensuite 
bathroom. From the family room, step out to the covered back porch and 
large fenced yard. This home offers all the classic Del Ray charm!

Bobi Bomar & Ellen Patrick   703.927.2213

Rosemont/Alexandria $925,000
202 West Myrtle St Expanded 3 bedroom, 2 bath colonial 
located just blocks from Maury School and Metro! Gourmet 
kitchen, light filled family room, den, living room with fireplace 
and unfinished lower level. Large fenced yard with back porch.

Christine Garner   703.587.5855

CONTRACT PENDING

Alexandria 
$895,000

1300 Duke Street. 
(faces Payne St)  WALK 
TO METRO IN OLD 
TOWN. Sensational 
upgrades in this 3-lvl TH 
with 2-car garage 
parking. 

Diann Hicks
Carlson  

703.628.2440

Alexandria  $3,195,000
909 Vicar Lane. COUNTRY ESTATE, IN TOWN. Ideal for large-
scale entertaining,this light-filled residence is in perfect condi-
tion in every way. Just minutes to Capitol Hill.

Diann Hicks Carlson 703.628.2440

Potowmack Crossing $212,000
1702 W. Abingdon Dr. #302. Charming light filled 1 
bedroom, 1 bath condo with 2 PARKING SPACES! Fabulous 
location just 2 lights from Reagan National Airport and D.C. 
Blocks to the riverfront, shops & restaurants.

Christine Garner   703.587.5855

Rosemont $1,149,000
304 West Alexandria Ave. Deceivingly spacious 4 bedroom 
(all upper level) 3.5 bath home with 3 finished levels blocks from 
Maury School. Fabulous 2 story family room and Master suite 
addition, wood burning fireplace, custom built-ins and refinished 
wood floors. Fenced yard with patio, deck and attached garage.

Christine Garner   703.587.5855

Price Reduction

Rosemont  $935,000 
Fabulous expanded and updated brick cape! Three/4 bedrooms, 3 full 
baths and a 2 story addition has a family room and master suite w lux-
ury bath, walk in closet & balcony. Open kitchen with custom cabinets, 
center island and family room opens to beautiful professionally land-
scaped yard! Home office/mud room, sunroom and finished lower level. 

Christine Garner 703.587.5855

CONTRACT PENDING
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex/Wessynton $659,900
3301 Wessynton Way

Beautiful Contemporary Home on
one of Wessynton’s premiere wooded
lots, backing to over 10 acres of
pristine forest, teeming w/wildlife &
spectacular views.  Large kit
w/breakfast area, separate dining rm,
beautiful hdwd flrs. Liv & Din rms
w/fireplace, wall of windows brings

outdoors inside - Garage & Deck -Community boat ramp, swimming pool, &
walking trails. Minutes to Old Town (N) and Ft. Belvoir (S).

Alex/Riverside Estates $598,900
8324 Blowing Rock Road

Beautiful and meticulously main-
tained 3 level Colonial on a quiet
and private cul-de-sac.  Numerous
updates include:  roof, furnace, A/C,
HWH, windows and refinished hdwd
floors.  Also kitchen and baths.
Spacious 1 car garage w/double
width driveway.  Lovely 3 season sun

room overlooks a spectacular backyard and deck.  Lower level offers a
huge recreation room, utility room, and storage room.  This is a Gem!!!

Alex/Belle View  $274,900
6600 Potomac Avenue A1

A large, rare, and updated 3BR
unit.  Beautiful kitchen upgraded in
2016, SS appliances plus Bosch
dish washer, granite counters, trav-
ertine back splash.  Upgraded bath,
lovely hdwd floors and fresh paint.
Near bus stop, and walking distance
to library, rec center and shopping
center.  This is a quality unit.

Alex/Wessynton $634,900
3114 Cunningham Drive

Great price on this charming 4BR/
3BA Split w/garage, in Mount
Vernon’s premier Contemporary
Community.  Efficient double pane
windows, remodeled baths,
replaced furnace, A/C & HWH, all
in 2013.  Refinished hdwd flrs, gas
FPL and plenty of storage.

Backing to woods for privacy & serenity. Wessynton offers a pool, tennis
courts, basketball court and water access with its own boat launch.

Alex/Kings Landing $579,900
3512 Wood Pile Court

Everyone’s Dream! – A beautifully
updated 4BR, 2.5BA Colonial nes-
tled on a private, cozy cul-de-sac.  3
finished levels – tons of storage, 6
panel doors & double pane win-
dows plus a large 2 car garage.
Stunning kitchen & baths
w/beautiful granite counters.

Interior family room w/fireplace off kitchen & breakfast area w/SGDs to
a large deck overlooking a wonderful backyard.  Great, Great Value!
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Alex/Grist Mill Woods $938,000
5414 Grist Mill Woods Way

Spectacular 5BR, 4 1/2 BA Colonial home in
Mt.Vernon on .5 acre, built 2001.  2 car garage.
Gorgeous backyard w/sparkling swimming pool
& beautiful landscaping.  Dramatic grand foyer.
Large gourmet kitchen w/cherry cabinets, stain-
less steel, gas cook top island.  Large breakfast
room. Modern serving pantry.  Formal Dining &

Living Rooms.  2-story Family Room w/gas fireplace.  Main level library.   Architectural detailing.
Front & rear staircase.  Tray ceilings.  Luxurious owner's suite w/sitting room, walk-in closets, &
deluxe Bath.  Finished lower level w/huge Rec Room & bonus rooms.  It is superb!
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Alex/Mt. Vernon Forest $639,900
9112 Congressional Court

Lovely, large Colonial w/3 finished lev-
els located on a quiet & private cul-de-
sac.  Major updates include:  roof,
windows, HVAC system plus HWH.
Upgraded kitchen w/hdwd floor, SS
appliances, cherry cabinets & granite
counters.  Beautiful hdwd floors on

main & upper levels, 2 FPLs (1 wood & 1gas) & large deck overlooking a beau-
tiful backyard.  5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 25 to Reagan Ntl
Airport & 30 to the Pentagon.
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News

See Crime Report,  Page 6

A
 barricade incident in the Fort
Hunt area involving a man ex-
periencing a crisis and his two

young children was resolved shortly after
1 p.m. on April 17 when the children were
able to exit the home safely, according to
police. They were taken into protective
custody, police said, and are now with
family.

The man exited and re-entered the
home in the 8600 block of Thomas J
Stockton Parkway, not cooperating with
police negotiators. Ultimately they tased
him when he last came out of the house.
Police took him into custody, he was then
taken to the hospital to be treated and
evaluated.

MPO Don Gotthardt with FCPD said a
temporary detention order was issued for
the 41-year-old man who was the subject
of the barricade scenario. Gotthardt said
the man is still under the care of a mental
health facility and that “there are no
supplements to the report indicating that

Man Tased, Children Recovered
Barricade incident in
Fort Hunt area.

A barricade incident in the Fort Hunt area involv-
ing a man experiencing a crisis and his two small
children was resolved shortly after 1 p.m. on April
17 when the children were able to exit the home
safely, according to police.
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the house with the man, police obtained an Emer-
gency Custody Warrant. Crisis negotiators continued
an intermittent dialogue with the man into the early
afternoon the following day.

Police said they never confirmed if the man had
any weapons inside the house. They said they were
concerned for the welfare of his children, but that
the man never made any threats to harm them.

— Tim Peterson

The following incidents were reported
by the Mount Vernon District Police Sta-
tion.

MALICIOUS WOUNDING: 8400
Richmond Highway (Pema’s), April 16,
around 2 a.m. Officers responded to a
report of a fight at the restaurant. An
investigation determined a 41-year-old
man had been stabbed in the hand. He
was treated for minor injuries at a local
hospital and released. The suspect was
described as a Hispanic man, 20 to 30
years of age, with long hair and wear-
ing a tan hat and brown jacket.

ROBBERY: 7700 block of Richmond

Highway (The Home Depot), April 8
around 6:15 a.m. A man entered the
store, picked up merchandise and
walked toward the exit. As he passed an
employee, he threatened her and left the
store. The investigation is ongoing.

BURGLARY: 6400 block of Cavalier
Drive, between April 8 and April 10.
Homeowners reported that while they
were away for the weekend someone
entered their home and took property.

ROBBERY: 2700 block of Arlington
Drive, April 8 around 10:25 p.m. A man
was robbed by two acquaintances. The
victim was sitting outside when the sus-

pects ran up to him. One of them dis-
played a knife; they stole cash from the
victim and fled. The victim did not re-
quire medical attention. The
investigation is ongoing.

SHOOTING INTO AN OCCUPIED
DWELLING: 7900 block of Audubon
Avenue, April 8 between 12:10 and
12:30 a.m. and April 9 around 11:40
p.m. Detectives are investigating two
reports of gunshots fired near apartment
buildings. The first incident occurred on
April 8. Bullets struck at least five cars
and the glass door of an apartment. In

Crime Report

any charges will be filed.”
The incident began the previous night around 8

p.m. when police said they received a call from a
concerned friend who thought the man was having
a mental health crisis.

Officers made contact with the man in question
inside the house but were not allowed to come in-
side, police said.

After it was discovered there were two children in
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where
seniors ages
62 and better

enjoy
rewarding
lifestyles in
the heart

of Alexandria

Crime Report

From Page 5

the second incident, several gunshots were fired
into an apartment of a different building. No one
was injured in either incident and officers checked
the area on both nights but did not locate any sus-
pects. Detectives are looking into whether these
incidents are related to each other or to a shoot-
ing that occurred nearby on April 6.

UNLICENSED DOG: 7900 block of Audubon
Avenue, April 11 around 12:25 p.m. Animal Pro-
tection Police (APP) officers responded to a home
for a report of a welfare check on a 6-month-old
Pit Bull mix. The owner was home, so APP officers
spoke to him at length about properly caring for
dogs, laws pertaining to owning pets and provided
him a brochure, “Your Pets and the Law.” The man
was issued a summons for not having a dog license.

ROBBERY/ARREST: 2800 block of Fairhaven
Avenue, April 11 around 4:20 p.m. A man was ar-
rested after attempting to rob a 27-year-old
woman. The victim was walking outside when the
man approached and asked for money. When she
refused, he displayed a small knife and demanded
money. The victim ran to safety. Officers responded
and located the suspect nearby in his apartment.
A 30-year-old man from Alexandria was arrested,
taken to the Adult Detention Center and charged
with robbery. He was also served with an outstand-
ing assault warrant. The victim did not require
medical attention.

ROBBERY/ARREST: 2500 block of Hunting-
ton Avenue, April 11 around 11:05 p.m. Two men
were arrested for robbing another man. The victim,
a 27-year-old man, was at a bus stop when the two
men asked him for money. The victim gave them
a small amount of money then one of them asked
for the bag he was holding. When the victim re-
fused, the suspects implied they had a gun, took the
victim’s bag and boarded a bus to escape. Officers
located the bus, stopped it and took the suspects
into custody. Two men, both of Springfield, were
taken to the Adult Detention Center and charged
with robbery. The victim did not require medical

attention.

APRIL 17
LARCENIES
1600 block of Belle View Boulevard, groceries

from business
8300 block of Claremont Woods Drive, wallet

from vehicle
2300 block of Fort Drive, cell phone from busi-

ness
7300 block of Richmond Highway, beverage

from business

APRIL 14
STOLEN VEHICLE
2600 block of Huntington Ave, 200 Ford Tow

Truck

APRIL 13
LARCENIES
7700 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business

APRIL 12
LARCENIES
7800 block of Richmond Highway, beer from

business

APRIL 11
LARCENIES
5900 block of Grand Pavilion Way, cell phone

from residence

APRIL 10
LARCENIES
6800 block of Fort Hunt Road, purse from ve-

hicle
6300 block of Gentele Court, cash from vehicle
6700 block of Richmond Highway, cell phone

from business
7700 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business
8200 block of Russell Road, cigarettes from busi-

ness
8100 block of Wellington Road, tools from ve-

hicle
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www.partnersinrealestate.com
Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713

9323 Old Mansion Road
$2,400,000

•Private, Gated Entry directly adjacent
to Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate
•Approx. 9,300 finished ft. on 3 levels •88
ft. of Waterfront on the Potomac River
•Elegant Formal Banquet Rooms •Massive
Center Vestibule •6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Italian
Marble/Stone Baths •7 Marble Fireplaces
•Library, Office, Catering Kitchen, Mirrored
Exercise Room, Game and Recreation
Room •Terraces, Balconies, Patios

•Hardwood and Marble Floors •Elevator, Sauna, Generator •Listed BELOW Fairfax County
Assessed Value.  Directions: From Old Town, GW Parkway South, Left on Old Mount Vernon
Road, Left on Riverwood, Right on Old Mansion Road to end.

1115 Gatewood Drive
$950,000

•Just South of Old Town•Villamay’s ONLY
Rambler with Main Level 2-Car Garage
+ Full Finished Basement •Brick
•Extensive Exterior Hardscape •Over 3300
finished sq. ft. •Entry Foyer •Five
Bedrooms + Bonus Game Rm/Office.
•Three newly remodeled Full Baths
•Formal LR&DR •Smashing European
Island Kitchen w/Bay Window & Skylight
•Hardwoods Both Levels •Windows

Replaced •Wet Bar in Rec. Rm w/raised hearth Fireplace •Quiet Cul-de-Sac location. Directions:
G.W. Parkway South from Old Town, right on Tulane & follow Partners Signs.

OPEN SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 1–4 P.M.
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News

O
n Saturday, April 8, local officials,
players and coaches cut the rib-
bon on the renovated

McNaughton Park ball fields in the Mount
Vernon area. Attending the ceremony were
members of the Woodlawn Little League,
which has used these fields since the 1960s.

A presentation of the colors by the Fairfax
County Public Safety Honor Guard was fol-
lowed by the National Anthem sung by

Genevieve Kirk. Speakers included Mount
Vernon District Supervisor Daniel G. Storck,
Park Authority Board Member Linwood
Gorham (Mount Vernon), Lee District Su-
pervisor Jeff C. McKay, President of the
Woodlawn Little League Dennis Dunn, Di-
rector of the Park Planning and Develop-
ment Division David Bowden, and Senior
Director of Community Relations for the
Washington Nationals Shawn Bertani.

Along with players, coaches, and other members of the community are
(from left) David Bowden, Dennis Dunn, Shawn Bertani, Jeff C. McKay,
Daniel G. Storck, Linwood Gorham, Deputy Director of the Park Author-
ity Sara Baldwin, and Park Authority Board Member Michael W. Thomp-
son, Jr. (Springfield).

Ribbon-cutting for Ball Fields
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Opinion

M
other’s Day is Sunday, May 14 this
year and as usual every year at this
time, The Gazette calls for submis-

sions to our Mother’s Day photo gallery.
Send photos of mothers, grandmothers,

great-grandmothers, with chil-
dren or without children in the
photos. Please name everyone
in the photo, the approximate

date, describe what is happening in the photo
and include your name, address, email address
and phone number. We will not print your full
address or contact information.

You can upload photos and information di-
rectly to www.connectionnewspapers.com/
mothersday/ or email to gazette@connection

Mother’s Day The Gazette is seeking submissions for
its annual photo gallery.

Editorial

newspapers.com.
Immediately after we publish our Mother’s

Day photo galleries, we will begin to ask for
submissions for our annual Father’s Day gal-
leries. Each year we seem to receive many more
photos for Father’s Day.

We’ve always been curious whether that is
because it is the second of the set so readers
are more aware or because mothers are more
likely to send in images of the fathers in their
life.

Throughout the year, we ask for community
submissions. Twice a year we ask you to tell
us stories about your pets and how they have
come into, touched and left your lives.

In late summer, we invite readers to share

what they know about their community for
neighbors and newcomers alike.

And wrapping up the year, we gather writ-
ing and art from local students to fill our holi-
day edition. Each year, through an enormous
effort by area teachers and school staff we re-
ceive more material than is possible to publish
for most of our 15 editions.

In addition, regular contributions to our en-
tertainment calendars, community bulletin
boards, school notes, and business notes help
us to share news in your community. We also
always welcome photos and captions from
community organizations (Scouts, sports
teams, faith groups, school activities, etc.) and
local businesses.
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Letters to the Editor

County Poised for
Continued Growth
To the Editor:

The April 12 article, “Uncertainty Amid
Growth,” might have left readers wondering
about the strength and future of Fairfax
County’s economy.

Much of the uncertainty arises from concerns
about the direction of the federal budget, be-
cause many employers in Fairfax County and
northern Virginia are involved in government
contracting. However, more than two-thirds of
the federal procurement dollars won by Fairfax
County companies in fiscal 2016 involve three
departments for which President Trump has
indicated he would seek increased funding:
Defense, Homeland Security and Veterans Af-
fairs.

For that reason and others, I think the Fairfax
County economy is poised for continued de-
velopment. In 2016, the Fairfax County Eco-
nomic Development Authority worked with
194 companies that added nearly 7,500 jobs
to the county economy. Many of those compa-
nies are in the professional and technical in-
dustry sectors that will generate the most pros-
perity for the community.

Just since the beginning of 2017 the Fairfax
County Economic Development Authority has

announced several companies that are adding
hundreds of jobs here. Some, like Favor
TechConsulting or IOMAXIS, focus on work
with federal customers. Others such as All Traf-
fic Solutions and Global Guardian, focus on
private-sector customers. This is the hallmark
of a mature economy: companies working in a
variety of sectors and for a variety of custom-
ers and finding the kind of skilled talent they
need to thrive. This kind of economic diver-
sity is what every community longs to attain.

This work is never done, of course. In addi-
tion to Fairfax County’s traditional business
strengths, my office has targeted cybersecurity,
data analytics and translational medicine as
industry sectors with great growth potential
here. The foundation is firmly in place to help
Fairfax County achieve even greater economic
stability and prosperity in the years ahead.

Gerald L. Gordon, Ph.D.
President and CEO

Fairfax County Economic
Development Authority

Tysons Corner

Good Use for Dirt
To the Editor:

Stratford Landing Elementary School on Riv-
erside Road is currently undergoing a taxpayer-

funded $25 million renovation. To the left of
the school, a large mound of dirt is sitting there
as a result of the excavation that took place as
the renovations began.

To the left of the school, a small park is lo-
cated. Whenever it rains, for many years, the
park becomes a swamp with standing water
remaining there for days after each rain event.
This is a likely breeding ground for mosquitos
and other insects that may very well cause
harm to the children from the school who of-
ten play there. It is surprising to me that, year
after year, the Mount Vernon supervisor and
the School Board representative have done
absolutely nothing to mitigate this serious
health concern for the children of our commu-
nity who attend the adjacent school.

I have a suggestion: Why not take the mound
of dirt and spread it over the park to raise its
elevation sufficiently in conjunction with pro-
viding appropriate drainage pipes so that rain-
water drains off the park during rain events so
that it is no longer a health hazard for the chil-
dren.

I checked the county maps and the park is
not in a resource protection area (RPA). As
such, there is no environmental impediment
to getting this done. The sooner, the better.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

APRIL
Coffee for Campers. April is the

Month of the Military Child, and to
honor our nation’s littlest heroes, the
National Military Family Association
is asking if you’ll give up your coffee
shop coffee and donate that extra $5
a day to send a military kid to
Operation Purple Camp. Visit
www.militaryfamily.org/get-
involved/donate/coffee-for-
campers.html to learn more.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
GrandInvolve recruits adult volunteers

who are interested in mentoring,

providing reading and math tutoring,
as well as assisting in the classroom
at Fairfax County’s Title I schools.
They are currently seeking a core
group of community volunteers for
the GrandInvolve Steering
Committee in the Mount Vernon
District. Tasks include developing
timelines, establishing goals and
objectives, networking in the
community, and developing
community partnerships. Email
GrandInvolve@gmail.com.

THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH
Mobile DMV. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at

Sherwood Hall Library. Two
programs, DMV Connect and DMV 2
GO, will provide full DMV service to
the Route 1 area. At the Sherwood
Hall service centers, customers can
apply or renew their ID cards, drivers
licenses, take road and knowledge

tests, apply for special ID cards, get
copies of their driving records, obtain
vehicle titles, license plates, decals
and transcripts, order disabled
parking placards or plates, purchase
an EZ-Pass transponder and more. A
full list of services is available at
www.dmv.virginia.gov.

SUNDAY/APRIL 23
Healthcare Discussion. 2-4 p.m.

Mount Vernon Government Center,
2511 Parkers Lane. Fairfax County
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. will host a
discussion on healthcare insurance
challenges, the healthcare gap
affecting 19-34 year olds in Virginia,
and the Medicaid gap in Virginia. The
keynote speaker is Emma Goodacre,
Young Invincibles’ Healthcare
Political Activist. Free and open to
the public. Visit www.fcacdst.org for

more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 26
The Spirituality of Recovery. 7:30-9

p.m. at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road. Guest speaker
is Maureen Schneider. Call 703-360-
4220 or visit
www.staidansepiscopal.com for
more.

DEADLINE FRIDAY/APRIL 28
Mount Vernon Lee Chamber

Scholarships. At least $12,000 will
be awarded to local graduating
seniors pursuing further education in
business. Students may apply online
at www.mtvernon-leechamber.org/
scholarship-application or call 703-
360-6925 to request an application.

Bulletin Board
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The Spirituality of
Recovery

April 26, 7:30-9:00 pm
Maureen Schneider

Twelve Step recovery programs
can be helpful to anyone seeking
a progressive deepening into a
God-centered life, whether or not
recovery from addiction is a part
of their spiritual journey.
Maureen will discuss the Twelve
Steps, their underlying spiritual
principles, and how they can be
“lived” as a way of transformation.
All are welcome.

Maureen Schneider holds a
Master’s degree in counseling
from Trinity College in Washington
DC and has presented workshops,
talks, and retreats focused on
spirituality and recovery. She has
been a recovering and grateful
member of Alcoholics Anonymous
for over 40 years.

ST. Aidan’s Episcopal Church
8531 Riverside Rd. Alexandria

centerforspiritualdeepening.org

Opinion

By Supervisor John C. Cook

District Supervisor (R-Braddock)

F
airfax County continues to make sub-
stantial progress on a program called
“Diversion First.” This program pro-
vides treatment instead of incarcera-

tion for people with mental health issues or
developmental disabilities who come into con-
tact with law enforcement for low-level of-
fenses. With Diversion First, an officer can iden-
tify a suspect as needing supportive services,
and can bring him or her to the Community
Services Board (CSB) instead of making an

arrest. Instead of making
an arrest, officers bringing
low-level offenders to the
CSB saves the County

money, time, and resources. Last year, 375
people were diverted from arrest into treat-
ment- which represents a huge accomplish-
ment. This is not the only opportunity for di-
version, however. The County is now pursuing
the next phase of the Diversion First program,
with a focus on making diversions after this
initial contact with law enforcement.

Imagine you or I were
arrested for a low-level
crime, such as trespassing
or disorderly conduct, on a
Saturday night. We may be
held until Monday or Tues-
day. We could then prob-
ably post a bond for a few
hundred dollars and be re-

leased. People with mental illness or develop-
mental disabilities, however, often have
troubled employment histories, and do not
have that money. They are often detained for
months awaiting trial.

During this time, the County is paying ap-
proximately $200 per day to hold them, all
while their mental state is deteriorating. By
their next hearing date, these individuals have
often spent as much or more time in jail await-
ing their day in court than if they had been
found guilty of the original charges, resulting
in a release based on “time served.” They leave
in a worse condition than when they entered.
Eighty percent of the time, they will repeat
their criminal behavior.

Diversion First breaks this cycle. It provides

judges with a treatment alternative at the
bonding hearing, when the judge can offer “su-
pervised release” instead of bail. Supervised
release requires mandatory treatment, with
supervision by a trained probation officer. The
person gets treatment and can recover. Then
they can be released from criminal charges
later if treatment is successful.

Studies show this treatment alternative can
reduce the reoccurrence of criminal activity to
as low as 20 percent.

That means a 60 percent reduction in crime
(from 80 percent to 20) from this population.
Literally hundreds of crimes can be prevented
each year. With jail costing around $200 per
day, and treatment only a few thousand dol-
lars per year, over time the County will save
significant funds.

This program is a win-win. Treatment im-
proves lives. Crime will be reduced. Taxpayers
will save long-term money. We must continue
the progress of Diversion First by implement-
ing these new avenues for diversion. This will
allow the County to direct resources more ef-
ficiently, allow the Police to save time, and help
people with disabilities improve their lives.

Ready for Next Phase of Diversion First

Commentary

From Page 8

Bulletin Board

SATURDAY/APRIL 29
Operation Medicine Cabinet

Cleanout. 8 a.m.–2 p.m. at
Franconia District Station, 6121
Franconia Road, Alexandria. Drop off
unused or expired medications at a
Fairfax County Police district station
(pills or liquids only, no pressurized
canisters or needles). Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb or email
wwwcsb@fairfaxcounty.gov for
more.

SATURDAY/MAY 13
Community Shred. 9 a.m.-noon at at

Mount Vernon District Police Station,
2511 Parkers Lane. Shred unwanted
paper items. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
mountvernon/ for more.

ONGOING
Art Making as Meditation. 7-8:30

p.m. St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road. Art making as
meditation can be an active form of
contemplative practice. Each session
begins with a short reading and a
brief introduction to materials.

Silence for making and meditation
lasts an hour followed by sharing
images or insights gained through the
process, if desired. Children able to
participate in silence are welcome to
come with a parent’s quiet
supervision. RSVP not necessary for
attendance, but helpful for planning
purposes. Call 703-360-4220, email
info@centerforspiritualdeepening.org
or visit www.staidansepiscopal.com/
Center-for-Spiritual-Deepening.

Mount Vernon Preservation
Challenge. George Washington’s
Mount Vernon has embarked upon a
special year-end fundraising
campaign that will help ensure the
ongoing preservation of the estate of
this nation’s first president. As the
country’s most popular historic home,
Mount Vernon does not accept
government funding, instead relying
upon donations from patriotic
individuals and organizations.
Through the Preservation Challenge,
Mount Vernon hopes to raise enough
money to perform critical repairs and
restoration work on original
structures located in the historic
area. The funds raised through the
Mount Vernon Preservation
Challenge will support the following
projects:

* The Spring House: This building

currently does not have a roof.
Money originally slated for this
project was reassigned to perform
emergency repairs in the Mansion.

* The Ice House: There is a serious
crack in the masonry that may result
in long-term structural damage if not
promptly addressed.

* The Mansion: Mount Vernon has
just begun a five-year “rustication”
project, which is the method used in
George Washington’s time of cutting,
beveling, and sand-casting wood
siding to make it appear as if it is
stone.

For more information, visit
www.mountvernon.org/donate.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Peer Facilitated Mental Health

Support Group 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Thursdays at the Gartlan Behavioral
Health Center, 8119 Holland Road.
Facilitated by trained peers with
lived-experience dealing with mental
health challenges. 571-414-9072
sharonmartinbsa@yahoo.com

Family Support Group. 7 p.m. on the
second and fourth Wednesdays of the
month at Gartlan Center, 8119
Holland Road. Opportunity for
discussion, information and support
for families with members

experiencing symptoms of mental
illness. Professionally facilitated.
Program varies, may include guest
speakers, movies.

Pre-registration is appreciated, but not
required. Free. For more information
contact Nga Nguyen at 703-799-
2726, TTY 711.

Telephone Support Group. 7-8 p.m.
on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.
For family caregivers of older adults.
Discuss “Keeping Organized as a
Caregiver: What Works?” Share
experiences, gain support and get
information without having to travel.
Free. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices.

Alzheimer’s Association support
groups provide a place for people
with Alzheimer’s, their caregivers,
family members, and/or friends to
share information, caregiving tips
and concerns. Groups are facilitated
by trained group leaders and are
ongoing, free and open to the
community. Call the Alzheimer’s
Association 24/7 Helpline at 800-
272-3900 before attending a group
for the first time to verify meeting
information, obtain directions or
other information about the group. A
complete list of all groups in the
National Capital Area region can be
viewed at www.alz.org/nca.
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News

U
nited Community Min-
istries (UCM) will
honor retired county

Supervisor Gerry Hyland. UCM
will present the inaugural Gerry
Hyland Humanitarian Award to
Hyland himself, the long-time
Mount Vernon supervisor, at its
annual fundraiser “Give from
the Heart Gala” at the U.S.
Patent & Trademark Office in
Old Town Alexandria on Satur-
day, May 6.

Hyland represented the
Mount Vernon district for 28
years before his 2015 retire-
ment and was instrumental,
among other successes, in the
redevelopment of the Route 1
corridor and keeping the INOVA
Mount Vernon Hospital an-
chored in the community. He
also served on the UCM board
of directors from 1981-1987.
“Hyland has been a valuable

asset to the
vitality of
the Mount
V e r n o n
c o m m u -
nity,” said
K e n
Disselkoen,
chair of the
UCM Board
of Direc-
tors.

UCM offers a social services
program that includes after-
school activities, early child-
care and learning, emergency
assistance, ESL and adult edu-
cation, and college scholar-
ships.

For information about the
“Give from the Heart Gala,”
ticket information and donation
opportunities, visit
w w w. u c m a g e n c y. o r g /
gala2017.html.

UCM To Honor
Hyland at Gala

Hyland

Celebrating with an Easter Egg Hunt
E

aster came early for the
senior residents and
their families at Spring
Hills Mt. Vernon As-

sisted Living on Saturday, April 8.
After enjoying a BBQ lunch, fami-
lies and residents participated in
an Easter Egg Hunt. The Easter
Bunny was part of the fun while
posing in an Easter-themed photo
booth with the children and the
seniors. Once all the eggs were
found, Kate Keeler entertained the
group with popular songs by
Rodgers & Hammerstein and
more.

Eileen Serice (left) and Agnes Kelly (right)
pose with Brisa Marisol Vazquez and the
Easter Bunny at the Spring Hills Mt. Vernon
Assisted Living Easter egg hunt.

Anna Imrie (left),
Anne Imrie (middle)

and Frank Murphy
(right) snap a pic-

ture with the Easter
bunny at Spring
Hills Mt. Vernon
Assisted Living.

Spring Hills Mt. Vernon
Assisted Living resident

Agnes Kanitz gives the
Easter Bunny a kiss.

VARIETY
STORE

Est. 1958

Experience
the Nostalgia
of an old-time

Five & Dime Store

“If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”

Hollin Hall
Shopping Center

7902 Fort Hunt Rd.,
Alexandria, VA 22308

703-765-4110
hhvs@vacoxmail.com
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#1 Real Estate Brand Online* | Unmatched Property Exposure on 725+ Websites | 110-Year Legacy

Alexandria 310 King St. | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

*comScore, Jan.-Dec. 2015. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be 
accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2016 Coldwell Banker 
Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Previews 
International and the Previews logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 10713MA_A6/16

Drop by our Table at Old Town Farmer’s Market this Saturday in support of our Healthy Food Drive.

Seminary Area 
212 North Quaker Lane, Alexandria VA Steeped in Civil War history, 
this grand 5BR + 4 1/2BA brick Georgian colonial is sited on over one 
acre lot with detached 2 car garage with 1BR + 1BA guest apt. above. 
$2,250,000 Donnan C. Wintermute (703) 608-6868 http://bit.ly/2dIQXk8

Rosemont 
307 W Glendale Ave, Alexandria VA STUNNING & CLASSIC Tudor abounds 
w/ character & convenience near Old Town & 2 metros, 5bd/4ba, gourmet 
kitchen, lg formal/casual rms, heat/ac garage, band room, pvt au pair suite, 
& more! 1,795,000 The York Group (703) 926-0749  http://bit.ly/2oYea9x

Whisperwood 
8942 Mountain Ash Dr, Springfield VA Classic Colonial Home With Over 
4000 Sq Ft Finished--Light Filled Home With Hardwood Floors, Remodeled 
Gourmet Kitchen, Baths, Rec Room And Family Room. Model Home 
Condition $799,900 Steve Deleyiannis (703) 966-6062  http://bit.ly/2prgK80

Hallowing Point River Estates 
5909 River Drive, Lorton VA Bring Offer!! Waterfront just updated w/ 
enhancements throughout! Come for the views stay for the resort 
lifestyle. Luxurious 7600 sf Potomac River Pano views, 5B 4.5BT, Private 
$1,899,000  Susan Gray Chambers (703) 203-9900  http://bit.ly/2dyejgg

*2017 Real Trends 500 survey ranking for NRT, LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage’s parent company, for 2016 performance

Chapel Hill 
1300 Bishop Lane, Alexandria VA Located in one of Alexandria’s 
finest neighborhoods, this lovely 5BR + 3BA brick colonial is sited 
on over one acre lot with towering trees, tennis court + 9 car garage! 
$1,725,000 Donnan C. Wintermute (703) 608-6868  http://bit.ly/2nDZtIa

Belle Haven
2105 Woodmont Road, Alexandria VA This home is ready for its new owners - floors have been 
redone, painted inside and out, lighting, landscaping and more. An abundance of windows on 
the back streams sunlight into the large gourmet kitchen and master bedroom. 5 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths, 3,600 sq. ft. $1,370,000 Bonnie Rivkin (703) 598-7788   http://bit.ly/2nDXbZB

Stratford Place 
5713 Ashby Lane # M, Alexandria VA TOP LEVEL LIVING in this 
spacious, fresh one bedroom with cathedral ceiling and skylights. 
$249,000           
Mary Cay Harris (703) 981-9976  http://bit.ly/2prhMRK

Open House 
Sunday 1-4pm
4631 Linmar Court, 
Alexandria VA Wonderful 
end unit brick TH nestled 
in trees! Spacious formal 
living rm & separate dining 
rm with hardwood flrs. 
Master suite with separate 
bath & walk-in closet! 
Great Inside the Beltway 
Location! $439,000 
Ellis Duncan 
(703) 307-4295   
http://bit.ly/2pgosCk

Open Sunday 2-4pm  •  Harvest Ridge 
9921 Rosewood Hill Cir, Vienna VA Elegant brink front Colonial on quiet cul-de-sac .85-acre 
lot.  5100+ sqft, 2 story foyer, formal dining & living rms, family rm w/FP, sunroom, study & 
au-pair suite. Master Suite, walk-in cust closet, finished walk out level basement, 2 car garage 
& expansive rear deck. 1,095,00 The York Group (703) 945-6728  http://bit.ly/2oRQMLd

Lacey Boulevard 
3814 Lacy Blvd, Falls Church VA Classic colonial. Beautiful open floor plan. Dramatic 
2-story foyer. Decorator colors & opulent moldings. Gleaming hrdwd floors. Chef’s Kit 
open to Fam Rm. First floor Library. 4 BR/4.5 BA & 3 finished levels. Inside Beltway & 
<7 miles to Pentagon. $849,000 Liz Bucuvalas (703) 626-8400 http://bit.ly/2nVetgv

Congratulations 
to 

Bonnie Rivkin 

2016 International President’s 
Elite Award Winner 

#1 Individual Agent Office

 
 

• Represents the top 2% of all 
Coldwell Banker agents worldwide 
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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.
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Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12
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Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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By Vernon Miles
Gazette Packet

F
or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s

budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

Wellbeing
Wellbeing
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“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

By Marilyn Campbell

A
s the end of the school year draws
near, so does the beginning of
summer camp experiences. Child
development experts say that

summer camps offer more than just fun;
they present opportunities for emotional,
social and psychological growth and devel-
opment.

“Summer camps provide children with a
sense of community where they can feel safe
and learn through first-hand experiences,
said Stacie Gottlieb, director, Bullis Sum-
mer Programs at Bullis School in Potomac,
Md. “Within this setting, campers develop
a sense of independence as they try new
adventures in an environment different
from the norm.”

Children benefit from the nurturing struc-
ture of a summer camp in a way that is dif-
ferent from the structure they get during a
school year, says Jim Supple, associate dean
of students and director of Summer Pro-
grams at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School
in Alexandria. “Summer camps allow chil-
dren to be children,” he said. “They allow
them to make new friends, try new things,

and learn how to be part of a group. These
are attributes of camps that will promote
not only healthy interaction among peers,
but also building a healthy image of what
type of child they want to be.”

A summer camp where children engage
in new and memorable activities will sow
seeds for learning during the upcoming aca-
demic year, said Shannon Melideo, Ph. D.
associate dean of the School of Education
& Human Services and associate professor
of education at Marymount University. “For
example, if your child’s summer camp takes
a field trip to a historical site that your son
finds fascinating and then during the school
year, the teacher introduces [the] same his-
torical events and location, he has schema
for the lessons. He is more likely to partici-
pate, learn more, be better prepared to read
his social studies textbook, and even per-
form better on the exam.”

“Summer camp can be a terrific opportu-
nity to grow your child’s sense of compe-
tence and mastery over something that they
love,” added Carolyn Lorente, Ph.D., pro-
fessor of psychology, Northern Virginia
Community College. “By picking a camp
where your child has an interest, they can

be mentored in a passion in ways that a typi-
cal school day often can’t.”

When selecting a camp, Melideo advises
parents to consider a complete picture of
their child. “For example, while your daugh-
ter, Sophia loves softball, find a summer
camp where she can refine [her] batting and
pitching skills and engage with books, per-
form in skits, play math games, and try
something new,” she said.

A child’s social skills can be boosted at
camps which provide children with oppor-
tunities to make new friends or nurture
existing friendships, says Colleen K. Vesely,
Ph. D., assistant professor of Early Child-
hood Education and Human Development
at George Mason University. “Developing
new social and cognitive skills outside the
physical walls and social boundaries of
school can help promote healthy self-esteem
in children, while spending time in nature
can boost children’s overall health and well-
being.” Camps offer an opportunity for chil-
dren to gain skills that lead to indepen-
dence. “For older children, over 8-plus years
old, typically, sleep away camp offers op-
portunities to develop independence and
self-reliance by providing children with
space to navigate daily life away from the
directing of parents but under the guidance
of trusted adults,” said Vesely.

For some parents, there are mixed emo-
tions around enrolling a child in camp.

“Sometimes working parents feel guilty for
enrolling their children in summer camps
because of the need for child care during
the work day,” said Ivy Beringer, Ed.D., pro-
fessor of Early Childhood Education and
Dean for Social and Professional Sciences
at Northern Virginia Community College.
“However, children are usually very excited
to attend summer camps. This is especially
true if the children have input into the camp
selection.”

“Summer camps allow for continuous
learning that extends beyond the regular
school year [and] provide a relaxed atmo-
sphere that stimulates their brains for cre-
ative learning without the assessment anxi-
ety that often accompanies school classroom
learning,” said Beringer. “[Summer camp]
enhances self-esteem by offering special
interest learning in small group situations
and often with a lower adult-student ratio
in school settings.”

“A mother recently called me with a con-
cern that her son only wanted to attend
soccer camps this summer and she felt this
was too limited of an experience,” contin-
ued Beringer. “My response to her was that
if he was interested in improving his soccer
skills she should view this in a positive light.
After all, he will be outdoors in the fresh
air and sunshine everyday, exercising his
body, and enhancing skills in a sport he
loves. What’s not good about that choice?”

Camp experiences can enhance social and
psychological development, say experts.

Weighing Long-Term Benefits of Summer Camp
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Entertainment

Submit entertainment announcements
at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
“Breaking the Glass Ceiling – The

Sky’s the Limit” exhibit. Through
April 30, 7-9 p.m. at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. at Del Ray Artisans.
Artists reflect on this metaphor of
pushing through barriers. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

UCM Raffle Tickets. Ongoing, the
United Community Ministries is
raffling off a trip to Cancun at the
‘Give From the Heart’ Gala on May 6
at the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, 600 Dulaney St. $175
admission, $25 raffle ticket. Visit
www.ucmagency.org for more.

Water Taxi to National Mall.
Through April 16. Departing at 11:10
a.m., 1:35 p.m., and 4:30 p.m. from
the waterfront at Cameron and Union
streets. Potomac Riverboat Company
offers a 30-minute direct water taxi
to the National Mall in Washington,
D.C. to access events of the National
Cherry Blossom Festival, including
the Blossom Kite Festival. $28 round-
trip for adults, $16 one-way for
adults; $16 round-trip for children
under 12; $8 one-way for children
under 12. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com/
water-taxi/national-mall/ or call 703-
684-0580 for more.

The Mercy Walk Tour. Saturdays and
Sundays through April 16, 2:30 p.m.
Tour starts at the Alexandria Visitor
Center, 221 King St. The Mercy Walk
tour will give visitors and locals alike
a feel for what it was like to live in
an occupied city during the Civil
War. $13 adults; $7 children; $12
seniors Call 703-519-1749 or visit
www.alexcolonialtours.com/
themercywalk for more.

3-Dimensional Views Artshow.
Through April 23, various times at
the Torpedo Factory Art Center,
Studio 29, 105 N. Union St. This
show will also highlight the work of

three featured artists: Emma Bednar,
Gayle Roehm, and Emma Thompson.
Free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935 for more.

Native Plants, Herbs, and
Heirloom Tomatoes. Various
times through mid June at Mount
Vernon Unitarian Church
Greenhouse, 1909 Windmill Lane.
Visit www.mvuc.org for more.

Costumes of Mercy Street. Through
Sept. 1, at The Lyceum: Alexandria’s
History Museum, 201 S. Washington
St. To learn more about The Lyceum,
visit alexandriava.gov/Lyceum or call
703-746-4994.

All the President’s Pups. Saturdays
10 a.m. at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. All the
President’s Pups Walking Tour, along
the way, learn about George
Washington’s love for dogs, his dogs’
unusual names, and his efforts to
improve the quality of his hunting
dogs through breeding. $7. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Mercy in Alexandria Walking
Tour. Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. Experience an inside access tour
of 19th century Alexandria. Inspired
by the PBS mini-series “Mercy
Street,” accompany a trained military
historian through Civil War-era
Alexandria and learn the actual
history behind the TV show. Short
tours are $15, private tours for five
are $149. Visit
www.dcmilitarytour.com for more

The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. On view in the museum’s
Coldsmith Gallery, the historical
objects and images featured
represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and
think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives of
the past help tell the story of
Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org for more.

Pick-Up Hockey. Ongoing,

Wednesdays and Fridays 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice Skating,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Play hockey
with other hockey buffs, hitting slap
shots and learning puck handling
skills that the pros use. Players must
have full equipment. 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224
for more.

Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward for
more

Alexandria’s Nurses and Hospitals
During the Civil War. Ongoing at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
An exhibit on the life of Clarissa
Jones, a nurse at The Lyceum
hospital during the Civil War. The
true story of a nurse in Alexandria
during the war, drawing parallels
with characters portrayed in the PBS
drama “Mercy Street,” with
references to the experiences of other
nurses, such as Anne Reading, who
worked in the Mansion House
hospital, and Jane Woolsey, who
served at the Fairfax Seminary
hospital. Admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum for
more.

Shield of Earth: Defending the
Heart of the Union exhibit.
Ongoing, museum hours Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.,
Sundays, noon-5 p.m. at Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.
Highlights of the exhibition include
military passes issued by Provost
Marshal’s Office, construction tools,
and original photographs of some of
Washington’s defenders. 703-746-
4848 or www.fortward.org.

Who These Wounded Are: The
Extraordinary Stories of the
Mansion House Hospital
exhibit. Ongoing, Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundays,
noon-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Come see the site that inspired
“Mercy Street,” the new PBS’ series

inspired by real events that took
place at Carlyle House.
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-
549-2997

Color Disorder Exhibit. Ongoing,
Thursday through Sunday, noon-4
p.m., Sundays, noon-4 p.m. at the
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. A
joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines
and Amy Chan who use diverse
painting materials such as acrylic,
gouache, airbrush and screen print to
build energized abstract paintings.
www.nfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of
1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Lee-
Fendall House and Gardens, 614
Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789.

Alexandria Cars and Coffee invites
car enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays 12-
5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-

4848.
Dinner for the Washingtons. 12

p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is
open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Doggy Happy Hour. Starting April 5,
Tuesdays through October 5-8 p.m.
at Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Doggy
Happy Hour at Jackson 20 and the
Hotel Monaco Alexandria offers
specials on cocktails and beers plus
treats and water for canine
companions. Free, but drinks sold
separately. Visit www.monaco-
alexandria.com for more

Wake Up Wednesdays featuring The
Pop Up Cafe. 7-9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday’s near the King Street
Tunnel - Carlyle Entrance located
near 2000 Duke Street near Motley
Fool. The cafe will feature coffee, live
music to help commuters start the
day off right and donuts from Sugar
Shack. maurisapotts@gmail.com

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Opening Reception
Artist Avis Fleming’s opening reception 2-4
p.m. Sunday, May 7, at Printmakers Inc.,
Studio 325 (third floor) of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St. A one-
artist show of etchings, lithographs,
monotypes, paintings and ceramics runs
May 1 through June 28. Call 703-683-1342.

‘Singing the Blues’
Joanne Bast’s work
“painted desert necklace”
is part of the juried show
“Singing the Blues,” at the
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery,
Torpedo Factory Art Center,
Studio 29, 105 North Union
St. The show runs April 25-
May 21. Call 703-548-0935
or visit www.potomacfiber
artsgallery.com for more.
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Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

SHOW DATES:
APRIL 22 - MAY 13, 2017

A hilarious take on
what happens when
a barbershop quartet
is forced to take on
an unconventional

replacement.

Exp. 5/31/17

Entertainment

every third Friday at Hollin Hall Senior
Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road. Live
music. Tickets are $4. Call 703-765-
4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

The Harmony Heritage Singers
(Mount Vernon Chapter of
Barbershop Harmony Society), a
daytime, a cappella, Chorus,
rehearses on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesdays, monthly, at Sherwood Hall
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Newcomers
welcome for fun or to book for a
performance. Visit
www.HHSingers.org, or call Bruce at
703-352-5271.

THURSDAY/APRIL 20
Jazz Musicians. 7 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Tom
Teasley and Seth Kibel create a blend
includes Jewish klezmer, Arabic
rhythms, and American jazz. $15 or
$10 for NVFAA Members Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

FRIDAY/APRIL 21
Third Friday Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.,

Room 112, Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. The
performers are with the Mount
Vernon Swing Band under the
leadership of Mr. Owen Hammett.
$4. Visit
www.hollinhallseniorcenter.org or
call 703-765-4645 for more.

DEADLINE APRIL 21
Fair Housing Poster Contest.

“Alexandria is a Welcoming
Community” is the theme for this
year’s contest. Submissions of posters
will be accepted from all Alexandria
students in grades Kindergarten
through 7. Posters should be original
artwork and represent the theme.
Call 703-746-3079 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/housing for
more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 22
Mount Vernon Flea Market. 8 a.m.-

1 p.m. at 8717 Fort Hunt Road. An
assortment of goods for sale. Free.
Mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com
for more info.

Garden Day Herb & Craft Sale. 8
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House, 121
N. Fairfax St. Celebrate spring with
the Friends of Carlyle House’s Annual
Garden Day Herb and Craft Sale. $5
for adults; $3 for children; free for
Friends of Carlyle House. Call 703-
549-2997 for more.

Groundbreaking Ceremony. 8:30
a.m. at Windmill Hill Park, 501 South
Union St. The project consists of
replacing the failed bulkhead and
eroding shoreline along the river
with a “living shoreline,” as approved
by City Council in June 2015.
Improvements will also be made to
Union Street adjacent to the park,
consistent with the Union Street
Corridor Study. Rain or shine. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov for more.

Earth Day Clean Up. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at
West Potomac High School, 6500
Quander Road. West Potomac High
School volunteers to complete a
beautification project as a part of an
Earth Day celebration. The project
will include planting the foundation
of a learning island and other general
clean-up. Please bring gardening
tools if possible. Visit www.fcps.edu/
WestPotomacHS/ for more.

Garden Tour. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at at the
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. The members of the Garden Club
of Alexandria and The Hunting Creek
Garden Club are sponsoring a tour of
five homes in Old Town. $45 in
advance, $55 day of tour. Visit
www.vagardenweek.org for more.

Raptor Rapture Birdshow. 10- a.m.-
noon at the Belle Haven picnic area
of the George Washington Memorial
Parkway. Celebrate Earth Day by
learning more about raptors, a family
that includes owls, hawks, and
falcons. Visit www.fodm.org for
more.

Spring Fashion Show and
Luncheon. 10 a.m. at Aldersgate
UMC, 1301 Collingwood Road.
Advance tickets $25. Limited tickets
at door $30. Call 703-765-6555.

RecExpo. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Mount
Vernon Recreation Center, 2701
Commonwealth Ave. Aquatics,
Exercise & Fitness, Sports,
Enrichment, Creative & Performing
Arts, Environmental Education, Out
of School Time and Summer Camp
programs. Visit
apps.alexandriava.gov for more.

Author, Lecturer and Historian. 11
a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Alexandria Black
History Museum, 902 Wythe St. C.R.
Gibbs will host a discussion of
“Hidden Heroes: African Americans,
NASA and The Quest for the Final
Frontier.” Free. 703-746-4356.

Discovery Day at Historic Huntley.
1-4 p.m. at Historic Huntley, 6918
Harrison Lane. Enjoy activities for the
whole family while discovering how
Historic Huntley changed over time.
Suggested donation $5, children
under 10 free. Call 703 768-2525 for
more.

Firefighting History Walking Tour.
1-2:30 p.m. at Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 Alfred St. “Blazing a
Trail: Alexandria’s Firefighting
History” tour. $6 for adults and $4
ages 10-17. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov or call
703-746-4994 or 707-746-3891.

Artists Reception. 6-8 p.m. at the
Broadway Gallery, 5641-B General
Washington Drive. “Levels of
Abstraction,” show featuring the
works of Hiromi Ashlin, Genna
Gurvich, Sandi Ritchie Miller, and
Buck Nelligan. Show continues April
22-May 31. Visit
www.broadwaygallery.net or call
703-354-2905 for more.

Fort Hunt Little League Challenger
Baseball. 4 p.m. at the Hollin Hall
field, 1909 Windmill Lane. The
Challenger Division is Little League
Baseball for boys and girls, ages 6-15,
with special needs that preclude
them from participating in a
traditional Little League program.
Visit www.forthuntlittleleague.org

for more.
Magi-Whirl 2017. 7 p.m. at Bishop

Ireton High School Theater, 201
Cambridge Road. An evening of
magic and illusion featuring four
world-famous magicians. $15/person
or $20 at the door, benefits Bishop
Ireton Theater Technical Department
and IBM Ring 50. Email
daniel.selnick@yahoo.com or call
703-347-5540 for more.

Concerts at St. Luke’s. 7:30 p.m. at
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009
Fort Hunt Road. Paul Leavitt, a
musician, composer and organist will
be playing St. Luke’s Visser’s Opus
127, ‘tracker’ 3-manual pipe organ.
Showcasing the music of Bach,
Buxtehude, Dupre and Boely. A
reception will follow. $20 adult, $15
seniors, free to 18 years and younger.
Visit www.saintlukeschurch.net/
events for more info.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 22-23
Barley & Music Fest. noon-6 p.m. at

John Carlyle Square Park, 300 John
Carlyle St. Craft brews from 18
artisanal breweries, live
entertainment, and food vendors.
Email barleymusicfest@gmail.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 23
Meet the Artists. 1-3 pm. at Green

Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Some of the area’s watermedia
floral and landscape painters
highlighting their exhibit “Natural
Beauty: Paintings of the Potomac
Valley Watercolorists,” which runs
April 18-June 18. Free. Visit
www.PotomacValleyWatercolorists.org
or call 703-941-7987 for more.

Meet the Performing Artist. 1-4
p.m. at Potomac waterfront at King
Street to Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St. Sheldon Scott uses
the history of harvesting ice from the
Potomac, and the storage and use of
this ice at Gadsby’s, as his starting
point. A Public Art Exhibition series
commissioned by the Alexandria
Office of the Arts. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Arts.

Dominion Chorale Opera. 4 p.m. at
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 4915 East Campus
Drive. The chorale will be joined by
finalists and semifinalists of the 2016
Washington International
Competition for Voice, and pianist,
Thomas Pandolfi. Visit
www.newdominion.org for more.

Jazz at Meade. 4 p.m. at Meade
Memorial Episcopal Church, 322 N.
Alfred St. This year is the 10th
anniversary of the Jazz at Meade
series of concerts. $20 donation, free
street parking, free intermission
buffet. Call 267-463-7936 for more.

Concert
The Everly Brothers Experience, 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, on April 27, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com for more.
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COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community,
 Call Karen at 703-778-9422

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass
(en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am
(with Sign Language
Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word); 10:30 am;
12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Monday-
Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
(Rosary at 8:30 am)

En Español:
Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;
First Friday, 7:30 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

Entertainment

The Jayhawks in Concert. 7:30 p.m.
at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. The band is playing in support
of 2016’s “Paging Mr. Proust.”
Produced by Peter Buck (R.E.M.).
Visit www.birchmere.com for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 24
Mount Vernon Flea Market. 8 a.m.-

1 p.m. at 8717 Fort Hunt Road. An
assortment of goods for sale. Free.
Visit mountvernonfleamarket.word
press.com for more info.

Democrats To-Go Meeting. 7-8:30
p.m. in the Alexandria Democratic
Committee Office, 618 N.
Washington St. All are welcome to
this Democrats To Go outreach effort
to help communicate the truth, build
ADC base, and elect more people
throughout the Commonwealth.
Email Petersdorathea@gmail.com.

TUESDAY/APRIL 25
Fundraising Gala. 7 p.m. at. at the

home of Ray and Shaista Mahmood
in Alexandria, address provided
when RSVP’ing. “All in for Kids,” will
begin with a welcome reception,
followed by dinner and a
performance from the renowned
opera singer, Carla Dirlikov Canales.
Visit cisofnova.org/allinforkids.

The Fabulous Lipitones. 8 p.m. at
the Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600
Wolfe St. Proceeds benefit the Board
of Lady Managers in their pledge to
provide two neurological microscopes
for Inova Alexandria Hospital’s
Surgical Services. $25-$65. Call 703-
599-3918 for more.

APRIL 25-MAY 21
Singing the Blues exhibit. Various

hours at the Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery, Torpedo Factory Art Center,
Studio 29, 105 North Union St.
Highlights the work of three featured
artists Beverly Baker, Joanne Bast,

and Laura Savage. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935 for more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 26
Protecting Against Identity Theft.

10 a.m.-noon at Alfred Street Baptist
Church, 301 S. Alfred St. Speakers
include AARP and more. Visit
www.seniorservicesalex.org.

2017 Public Safety Valor Awards.
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Crowne Plaza,
901 N. Fairfax St. Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce’s 31st annual
Valor Awards to salute the brave
women and men of our Police and
Fire Departments, and Sheriff’s
Office, who showed poise and
courage in extraordinary
circumstances in 2016. Members $65,
non-members $75. Visit
web.alexchamber.com for more.

THURSDAY/APRIL 27
NOVA Student Film Festival. 6-9

p.m. at Northern Virginia Community
College, Bisdorf Building, Room 196,
5000 Dawes Ave. Visit www.nvcc.edu
for more.

Meet the Author. 7 p.m. at Lee
Center, 1108 Jefferson St. Former
FBI investigator Robert K. Wittman
highlights “Priceless: How I Went
Undercover to Rescue the World’s
Stolen Treasures.” Free. Call 703-
746-1770 for more.

The Everly Brothers Experience.
7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701
Mt. Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com for more.

Poem in a Pocket Day. 7:30 p.m. at
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. In
celebration of National Poetry Month
and Poem In Your Pocket Day, Wendi
R. Kaplan, Alexandria’s Poet
Laureate, is having a community
gathering called Generating Hope.
Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-
0035.

FRIDAY/APRIL 28
Musical Tribute. 6-10 p.m. at The

Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger Ave.
Brencore Entertainment presents a
tribute to the music of Marvin Gaye
and Teddy Pendergrass. Music by the
Brencore Allstars Band. $30-35. Visit
www.brencore.com for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 29
Fairfax County Anniversary. 8:30

a.m.-3 p.m.,Virginia Room, City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St. ”A Place Called Home:
Fairfax County. A 275th Anniversary
Event” is a day-long exploration of
the history of Fairfax County. Free.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library
or 703-293-6227, ext 6.

Native Plant Sale. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at
1701 N. Quaker Lane parking lot.
Fifteen vendors from four states
selling native perennials, shrubs, and
trees for sun or shade. Call 571-232-
0375 or visit
www.NorthernAlexandriaNative
PlantSale.org for more.

Car Show Fundraiser. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
at West Potomac High School, 6500
Quander Road. Car Show to support
the graduating senior class at West
Potomac High School. $20 to enter a
vehicle, attendance is free. Visit /
www.angcwestpotomac.com.

Horse Riding Clinic. 10 a.m. at Little
Burgundy Farm, 5715 Sable Drive.
Paul Belasik is the author of seven
books on riding and riding theory
and has worked for 45 years with
competition riders on national and
world stages, as well as with
amateurs. $20. Email
inquire.CES@gmail.com or call 703-
395- 3299.

Meet the Author. 11 a.m. at the
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Genealogist and
historian Char McCargo Bah explores
the historical issues surrounding the
Ramsey Homes Redevelopment

Meet the Artists
“By July the Pansies Get Leggy” by Carolyn Marshall Wright is one of the paintings in
the exhibit “Natural Beauty: Paintings of the Potomac Valley Watercolorists,” running
April 18-June 18 at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road. Meet the artists on
Sunday, April 23. Free. Visit www.PotomacValleyWatercolorists.org or call 703-941-7987
for more.

Carolyn Marshall Wright
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Entertainment

Project. Call 703-746-4356 for more.
“Yet I Stand.” 2-4 p.m. at the

Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane.
In honor of Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, “Yet I Stand,” is community
play about Elise, a teenager who has
been sexually assaulted, the
harrowing after-effects and how her
family and friends encourage her to
heal. Visit www.re-creationsllc.org or
call 703-209-6538.

Annual Spring Gala Fundraiser. 6
p.m. at the Hilton Alexandria Mark
Center, 5000 Seminary Road.
Fundraiser to support the Scholarship
Fund of Alexandria. Tickets to the
Gala and sponsorship opportunities
are currently available at
www.501auction.com/sfa.
Individuals or businesses interested
in donating goods or services to the
Gala and Silent Auction may contact
the Scholarship office at 703-824-
6730 or email
Beth.Lovain@acps.k12.va.us.

Transforming Lives Gala. 6 p.m. at
the Westin Alexandria, 400
Courthouse Square. Auction,
cocktails, dancing and desserts to to
help transform the lives of families
on the brink of homelessness by
providing affordable housing through
Good Shepherd. $175. Visit
www.goodhousing.org for more.

Civil War Ball. 8-11 p.m. at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal St.
Victorian-era ball will feature the
waltz, Virginia Reel, and more, as
well as live music, desserts, and a
cash bar. Period attire, either military
or civilian, encouraged. $45 Call 703-
746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org for more.

APRIL 29-30
Grand Opening Weekend. 10 a.m.-5

p.m. Saturday and noon-4 p.m.
Sunday at Home On Cameron, 315
Cameron St. Interior designers Susan
Nelson and Todd Martz announce the
opening of their new shop that
focuses on design concepts. Visit
www.homeoncameron.com or call
703-888-1475 for more.

SUNDAY/APRIL 30
Ballet Performance: “Cinderella.”

Three seatings: noon, 3 p.m., and 6
p.m. George Washington Masonic
National Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. $12. Visit
metropolitanarts.org/ for more.

Creating a Bird-Friendly Garden.
1-3 p.m. at Simpson Park
Demonstration Gardens, 420 E.
Monroe St. Learn tips to entice birds
and other beneficial pollinators to the
yard. Master gardeners and Audubon
at Home volunteers will be on hand
to offer tours, answer gardening
questions, and distribute free seeds.
Visit mgnv.org for more.

Book Talk with Fred Knops. 4 p.m.
at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Alexandria resident Fred Knops has
written a tour book of Old Town
Alexandria focusing on its colonial
heritage. Sales from the books at this
event will benefit ACT, the
Alexandria Library Special Collection
at the Barrett Branch, the Christ
Church Foundation, and the Boy
Scouts Troop 1515. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

MONDAY/MAY 1
Garden Sprouts: Nature

Playgroup. 10-11:30 a.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Nature-themed activities to
meet other playgroup parents one
Monday each month. A staff member
is on hand to put out nature sensory
bins, direct games and activities or
lead a garden walk. An adult must
accompany registered child. The
topics for May is butterflies and
Mother’s Day. $6/child. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or call 703-642-5173.

TUESDAY/MAY 2
Meet the Author. 7:30 a.m. at the

Campagna Center, 418 S.
Washington St. Frank Sesno will
discuss the changing role of the
media in America and outline his
new book, “Ask More: The Power of
Questions to Open Doors, Uncover
Solutions, and Spark Change.” $25.
Call 703-549-0111 for more.

MAY 4-5
Disney’s “High School Musical.” 7-

10 p.m. at Mount Vernon High
School, 8515 Old Mount Vernon
Road. Mount Vernon High School
Theatre Arts presents Disney’s “High
School Musical” with characters from
the movie, plus some new friends, as
they navigate first love, friends and
family, their classes, and
extracurricular activities.Visit
mvhstheatrearts.com for more.

FRIDAY/MAY 5
Opening Reception. 7-9 p.m. at the

at Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. In this “Speak
Your Mind,” exhibit, May 5-28, artists

express the message of what they
see, feel or think through art. Visit
www.DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits.

SATURDAY/MAY 6
Spring Art Market. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at

Del Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Del Ray Artisans’ Spring
Art Market showcases original
artwork from local artists in a wide
range of mediums. Visit
www.DelRayArtisans.org/ArtMarket.

Water Discovery Day. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
at 1500 Limerick St. Water Discovery
Day is a free, family-focused,
community event that will give
attendees the opportunity to go
behind the water cycle scene to
explore, learn and create through a
series of hands-on activities. Visit
alexrenew.com/ for more.

Disney’s “High School Musical.” 2
and 7 p.m. at Mount Vernon High
School, 8515 Old Mount Vernon
Road. Mount Vernon High School
Theatre Arts presents Disney’s “High
School Musical” with characters from
the movie, plus some new friends, as
they navigate first love, friends and
family, their classes, and
extracurricular activities.Visit
mvhstheatrearts.com for more.

Garden Tour
This garden at 607 Cameron Street is one stop on Old
Town’s Garden Tour, starting April 22, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at
at the Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King St. The mem-
bers of the Garden Club of Alexandria and The Hunting
Creek Garden Club are sponsoring tour of five homes in
Old Town. $45 in advance, $55 day of tour. Visit
www.vagardenweek.org for more.
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News

Over the last five years, there have been 461 crashes just within the three-mile stretch of Route 1 between Jeff Todd Way and Napper Road. Two
of those included pedestrian fatalities, making it one of the most dangerous roadways to walkers in Virginia. That data was part of Mark
Gibney’s presentation on the Virginia Department of Transportation project to widen that area of Richmond Highway from four to six lanes.

From Page 1

Widening
Magic Skillet.
“This is one of the oldest communities in

the county, rich with history,” Thompson
continued, “and I hope those that have deep
roots here are able to afford the commu-
nity in which they were raised when it’s all
said and done.”

Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon)
summed up the balance of sadness and joy
he and many in the community feel at the
outset of such a project. But ultimately, he
said, “This community needs this redevel-
opment.”

For someone who’s built a business over
the last 25 years, Storck said he under-
stands. “It’s like birthing a child.” Losing it,
he admitted, could be “sad, frustrating.” Or
for some, through the acquisition process,
a relief.

For more information, visit the VDOT
project site at www.virginiadot.org/
richmondhighway.

Comments can be emailed to
richmondhighway@vdot.virginia.gov. You
can also mail them to Mr. Mark Gibney, P.E.,
4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA, 22030.

Gibney is the primary VDOT contact on
the project, handling location and design.
He is also reachable by email at
mark.gibney@vdot.virginia.gov and phone
at 703-259-2734.

Mark Gibney’s
slides included
a draft graphic
of a typical
segment of the
improved road-
way, which will
include pro-
tected elements
for bicycles and
pedestrians.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Gazette

From left, VDOT project managers Mark Gibney and
Amanda Baxter lead a public information meeting on
the widening of Route 1 from Jeff Todd Way to Napper
Road at Mount Vernon High School on April 18.

VDOT’s Amanda Baxter tried to calm some of the
anxiety by saying each right of way impact case will
be unique, and there “could be temporary easements
or partial acquisitions” in certain scenarios. In the
MVHS cafeteria following the presentation, addi-
tional VDOT representatives interacted with commu-
nity members.
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21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

101 Computers 101 Computers

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
Before 1985.

Running or not! Japanese,
British, European, American,

Any Condition!
Top $Cash$ Paid. Free

Appraisals! CALL 315-569-8094
or Email pictures or description
to: Cyclerestoration@aol.com

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the
Council Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, April 22, 2017, at
9:30 a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described items.

******
AN ORDINANCE to add a new Article C (STORMWATER UTILITY) to Chapter 6 (WATER
AND SEWER) of Title 5 (TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES) of the
Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.
The proposed ordinance adopts the framework of the stormwater utility and associated
stormwater management fee that is based on a property’s impervious surface area, to
fund costly state and federal stormwater mandates.

******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 6-6-26 (SEWER LINE MAINTENANCE
CHARGE IMPOSED, PROVISIONS FOR COLLECTION, LIENS AND CESSATION OF
WATER SERVICE FOR DELINQUENT CHARGES) of Division 1 (GENERAL
PROVISION), Article B (SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND DRAIN), Chapter 6 (WATER AND
SEWER), Title 5 (TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES), of the Code
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.
The proposed ordinance increases the sewer line maintenance charge item $1.40 to
$1.82 for every 1000 gallons of water supplied per month or quarter.

******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 3-2-181 (LEVIED; AMOUNT), Section 3-
2-188 (CLASSIFICATION AND TAXATION OF CERTAIN COMMERICAL AND
INDUSTRIAL REAL PROPERTY, and Section 3-2-189  (TIER I POTOMAC YARD
METRORAIL STATION SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT TAX) of Division 1 (REAL
ESTATE), and Section 3-2-221 (LEVIED ON TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY
OTHER THAN MOBILE HOMES, AUTOMOBILES, TRUCKS, ANTIQUE MOTOR
VEHICLES, TAXICABS, MOTOR VEHICLES WITH SPECIALLY DESIGNED
EQUIPMENT FOR USE BY THE HANDICAPPED, MOTORCYCLES, CAMPERS AND
OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, BOATS AND TRAILERS; AMOUNT) Section 3-2-
222 (LEVIED ON MACHINERY AND TOOLS USED IN MINING OR MANUFACTURING
BUSINESS; AMOUNT), Section 3-2-223 (LEVIED ON MOBILE HOMES; AMOUNT)
Section 3-2-224 (LEVIED ON AUTOMOBILES, TRUCKS, TRAILERS, SEMI-TRAILERS,
ANTIQUE MOTOR VEHICLES, TAXICABS, MOTORCYCLES, CAMPERS AND OTHER
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, BOATS AND TRAILERS;AMOUNT) of Division 3 (TANG-
IBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY AND MACHINERY AND TOOLS), all of Article M (LEVY
AND COLLECTION OF PROPERTY TAXES), Chapter 2 (TAXATION), Title 3 (FINANCE,
TAXATION AND PROCUREMENT) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981,
as amended.
The proposed ordinance sets the city’s calendar year 2017 general tax rates for (1) real
property; (2) personal property; (3) machinery and tools; (4) for the additional real prop-
erty taxes assessed on commercial and industrial real property; and (5) real property
located in the special services tax district located in the Tier I Potomac Yard Metrorail
Station Special Services District.

******
PUBLIC HEARING on the Draft Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 Action Plan for Housing and
Community Development.

******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO
PROPOSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS
RECOMMENDED THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDINANCES
OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL.  IF THE
MAYOR FINDS AND DECLARES THAT WEATHER OR OTHER CONDITIONS ARE
SUCH THAT IT IS HAZARDOUS FOR MEMBERS TO ATTEND THE MEETING, THIS
MEETING WILL BE CONTINUED TO THE FOLLOWING SATURDAY. JACKIE M.
HENDERSON, MMC, CITY CLERK

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

INTERIOR DESIGNER YARD SALE
ONE DAY ONLY!

SATURDAY, APRIL 22ND, 2017 – 9AM – 4PM
(RAIN DATE: SUNDAY, APRIL 23)

Fine Interior and Outdoor Furniture (including Queen bed set,
Kravet large chair, Walnut tables, Antiques, bar stools, mirrors,
Old captains chest, slipper chair, brass andirons and fireplace
fender, large ottoman, + MANY others). Fine carpets, large stor-
age rack, lamps, Bed linens, designer pillows, draperies, fabrics
and trims, loads of fine home and garden décor, bike rack, elec-
tronics, appliances, Xmas décor, glass and ceramics, shoes,
purses, frames, designer overstock, and SO MUCH MORE!

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifica-
tions will be received in the Office of the Purchasing Division
until the date and time designated as follows:

RFQU00000686: Eisenhower West / Landmark Van Dorn
Roadway Infrastructure Plan

RFQU Closing Date and Time: May 12, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.,
prevailing local time.

For general inquiries contact Randy Burns, CPPB,
Purchasing Agent at 703.746.4946.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any
and all proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive

any informalities or irregularities in procedure.THE CITY
REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL

OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS.

Randy Burns, CPPB, Purchasing Agent

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
T&R USA INC trading as
RINCONCINTO VIP, 2911

ARLINGTON DRIVE
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22306. The
above establishment is apply-

ing to the VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a WINE AND BEER ON
PREMISES AND MIXED

BEVERAGE license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. TOMAS ISAIAS PEREZ /
PRESIDENT. NOTE: Objections
to the issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC no

later than 30 days from the
publishing date of the first of
two required newspaper legal
notices. Objections should be

registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Mission BBQ Alexandria, VA

LLC trading as Mission
BBQ, 6482 Landsdowne

Centre Drive, Alexandria, VA
22315. The above establish-

ment is applying to the
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) for a Beer
On Premises license to sell
or manufacture alcoholic
beverages. Stephen S.

Newton, Manager. NOTE:
Objections to the issuance
of this license must be sub-
mitted to ABC no later than
30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two
required newspaper legal

notices. Objections should
be registered at

www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com



22  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  April 20-26, 2017 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Power Washing
Go from green to clean, do you have

mold on your siding rotten wood that’s
a hoa voilation? We do houses, decks,
fences, side walks, etc. Deck and fence

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

Patios & Drainage

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

The biggest things are always 
the easiest to do because there 

is no competition.
-William Van Horne

EmploymentEmployment

Ivy Hill Cemetery Recruiting 
New General Manager

• Reports to locally affiliated Board of Directors

• Directs operations of active 22 + acre, historic, 
non-profit cemetery in middle of Alexandria

• Staff of 6, annual operating budget 
of approximately $500,000

• Full-time position with generous health care, 
retirement and paid time-off benefits

• Salary Negotiable Based on Experience

• Cemetery or Funeral Home Experience a plus but
not required

• Send cover letter and resume by May 7 to:
Bruce Johnson, General Manager, Ivy Hill Cemetery,

2823 King St., Alexandria, VA 22302 
or bejohnson@ivyhillcemetery.net

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

News

F
airfax-based non-profit Officer Down
Memorial Page will host its sixth an-
nual Officer Down Memorial Ride

event April 22, centered around a 60-mile
motorcycle trek.

The day-long event is meant to honor law
enforcement officers who have died in the
line of duty, and raise awareness of officers
giving their lives while serving.

In addition to the ride, which has seen
more than 2,000 riders in past years and
raised in excess of $100,000, live music,
raffles and a Police motor unit demonstra-
tion are also planned for April 22.

According to Officer Down Memorial
Page, there are more than 22,000 law en-
forcement officers who have died in the line
of duty.

The sixth annual Officer Down Memorial
Ride is scheduled for April 22 in Haymarket,
Va. For more information, visit
www.officerdownmemorialride.com.

— Tim Peterson

Officer Down
Memorial Ride

P
roperly dispose of unused or expired
medications during Operation Medi-
cine Cabinet Cleanout Saturday,

April 29, in Fairfax County, as part of the
National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day.

The Unified Prevention Coalition of
Fairfax County (UPC) sponsors the event in
partnership with local businesses and in
collaboration with the following Fairfax
County government departments: Police,
Health, Public and Private Partnerships,
Neighborhood and Community Services,
Public Works and Environmental Services,
and the Fairfax-Falls Church Community
Services Board. Bring unused or expired
medications (just pills or liquids – no pres-
surized canisters or needles) to eight Fairfax
County district police stations from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 29. Disposal is
free, confidential and safe. Visit
www.unifiedpreventioncoalition.org or the
Health Department’s “Don’t Flush” page for
information about disposal of medications
year-round.

Drop-off sites
❖ Fair Oaks District Station, 12300 Lee

Jackson Memorial Hwy, Fairfax
❖ Franconia District Station, 6121

Franconia Road, Alexandria
❖ Mason District Station, 6507 Colum-

bia Pike, Annandale
❖ McLean District Station, 1437 Balls Hill

Road, McLean
❖ Mount Vernon District Station, 2511

Parkers Lane, Alexandria
❖ Reston District Station, 12000 Bowman

Towne Drive, Reston
❖ Sully District Station, 4900 Stonecroft

Boulevard, Chantilly
❖ West Springfield District Station, 6140

Rolling Road, Springfield
Visit www.unifiedpreventioncoalition.org.

Cleanout Those
Medicine Cabinets
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Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

20174

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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