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J
. Patrick Murray, the two-time Republican can-
didate for Virginia’s 8th Congressional District,
has been nominated by President Donald

Trump to an administrative post at the United Na-
tions.

The White House released a statement May 8 an-
nouncing that the Alexandria resident has been
tapped by the Trump administration to be the alter-
nate representative of the United States of America
for Special Political Affairs in the United Nations.

Murray will hold the rank of Ambassador.
A retired Army colonel, Murray served with dis-

tinction in Iraq, the Balkans, the U.S. Embassy Mos-
cow, as an adviser in the Bureau of Political Military
Affairs at the Department of State and as the U.S.
Military Representative at the United Nations.

He earned advanced degrees from Oklahoma State
University and The Ohio State University, and is a
graduate of the George C. Marshall European Cen-
ter for Security Studies in Germany, the United States
Army Command and General Staff College and the

Sorenson Institute for Political Leadership at the
University of Virginia.

Murray, who challenged former U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran in 2010 and 2012, is a published author and
political-military commentator and served on the
board of directors for the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria.

— Jeanne Theismann

See Council,  Page 23

See Honoring,  Page 9

By Vernon Miles
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B
y 2020, the Virginia Employment Commis-
sion Population Projections indicates there
will be 28,564 seniors (over 60) living in

Alexandria. A lot of them are going to need assis-
tance. Fortunately, throughout Alexandria, several

groups and individuals are working to make the
city more livable for them. For their contributions
to the city’s elderly population, on May 9 in City
Hall, the Commission on Aging awarded six indi-
viduals special honors.

By Vernon Miles
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T
he budget process is
over for the year, but
the tense and often
bitter disagreements

on the dais have revealed some
deep cracks in the city’s leadership.

In a 6-1 vote on May 4, the City
Council approved the FY 2018
budget. The vote pushed
Alexandria’s tax rate up 5.7 cents,
from $1.073 to $1.13 per $100 of
assessed value. The original bud-
get proposed by City Manager
Mark Jinks included a 2.7 cent in-
crease to fund the rising cost of
Metro and schools, but during the
add/delete process the budget
grew by 3 cents primarily to fund
Alexandria Public Schools projects
and affordable housing projects.
With the increased sewage fees,
the total cost tax increase for lo-
cal residents will be closer to 8.9
cents. For the majority on the
council, the new tax rate increase
is essential to fund long-delayed
infrastructure needs. But the final
weeks of the budget process were
mainly defined by a standoff be-
tween the council and Mayor
Allison Silberberg, who said the
tax rate increase was too much to
put onto local citizens.

Silberberg proposed deferring/
cutting three projects from the
budget that didn’t have an imme-
diate need to keep the tax rate at
the city manager’s original pro-
posal. The exact terminology of
whether these were cuts or defer-
rals largely depended on who was
being asked. Silberberg said the
projects would be cut from the FY
2018 budget, but Vice Mayor Jus-

tin Wilson argued that pushing
those projects into FY 2019 would
only delay the tax rate increase
and potentially increase the cost
of those projects. Silberberg also
argued that the original proposed
budget had already included
ample funding for schools and af-
fordable housing, but the other
members of the council said they
believed the need to invest in city
infrastructure justified the in-
crease.

The battle over the budget is just
the latest front in a long running
conflict that has emerged between
Silberberg and Wilson. Since the
very first item Silberberg pro-
posed, an ethics commission in
January of 2016, Silberberg faced
pushback from the other members
of council. One of the main voices
of opposition was Wilson, who
said he found the proposed com-
mission redundant. Eventually the
commission passed at a City Coun-
cil meeting in May 2016, but with
significant revisions from the other
council members objected to by
Silberberg.

Under Pressure
6-1 budget vote highlights tensions
on City Council.

Photo by Vernon Miles

Mayor Allison Silberberg
and Vice Mayor Justin
Wilson

Former congressional
candidate to serve in
Trump administration.

Murray Nominated to UN Post

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Alexandria resident J. Patrick Murray has
been nominated to serve as an alternate
representative to the United Nations by
President Donald Trump.

Easing Aging 2017 Excellence in
Aging Awards

From left: Mayor
Allison Silberberg
with 2017 Excellence
in Aging Awards
recipients Carol
Siegel, Arthur Tho-
mas, Katherine Dixon,
executive director of
Rebuilding Together
Alexandria, Debbie
Ludington, and Mary
Lee Anderson.

Photo by

Vernon Miles
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Computers

JENNIFER  SMITH

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

Serving the Area Since 1995

Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN’S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 

FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

CENTER DIRECTOR 
(Job loc. Alexandria, VA): Plan, direct, 

coordinate the academic & nonaca-

demic activities of the center. 40 hrs/

wk/M-F/Master’s Degr in Education or 

related degr/1 yr exp or related exp in 

admin@thenestacademy.com

Employment

Announcements

COSMETIC
DENTURES

FREE X-RAYS
AND EXAM

(703) 549-1331
WWW.ALEXOLDTOWNDENTAL.COM

ABC LICENSE
STOP BUY INC trading as STOP BUY INC,  

8760 RICHMOND HWY, ALEXANDRIA, 
FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA 22309. The 
above establishment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a WINE 

AND BEER OFF PREMISES AND KEG 
PERMIT license to sell or manufacture alco-
holic beverages. REHANA KAUSAR. NOTE: 

Objections to the issuance of this license 
must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 

of two required newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be registered at www.

abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, May 13, 2017, at 9:30 a.m., or 

as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described items.

******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 10-4-8 (PARKING FOR MORE THAN 72 
CONTINUOUS HOURS) of Chapter 4 (STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING) of Title 10 

(MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as 
amended.

The proposed ordinance updates City Code Section 10-4-8 to add language to enable a 
pilot program that would, upon, application, grant temporary exemptions from the “72-hour 

parking rule,” permitting residents to park on a city street for a period of up to two weeks per 
exemption.

******
AN ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of Alexandria, Virginia authorizing the Issuance 
of General Obligation Bonds in the estimated maximum amount of $105,300,000; and provid-

ing for reimbursement to the City of Alexandria from bond proceeds.
The proposed ordinance authorizes the issuance of general obligation bonds for various city 

and school capital projects in the estimated maximum amount of $105,300,000.

******

PUBLIC HEARING and Consideration of a License Agreement to Authorize Level 3 Com-
munications, Inc. for the Installation of Fiber Optic Cable in the Public Rights-of-Way along 

Reinkers Lane from Prince Street to Duke Street.

******
PUBLIC HEARING and Consideration of a Five (5) Year Lease With Verizon Wireless for Anten-

na on the City-Owned Building Located at 4480 King Street.

******
THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO PRO-
POSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT 

PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COP-

other conditions are such that it is hazardous for members to attend the meeting, this meeting 
will be continued to the following Saturday. JACKIE M. HENDERSON, MMC, CITY CLERK

Legals Legals

People

From Page 4

people. Not only mentoring stu-
dents, but I have been mentoring
young adults, even adults. So …
my spirituality is very strong. I’m
Christian and I love God. And …
the love [of] God is a very big part
… of my life,” he said.

Rich Hurst, who used to be a
pastor at McLean Bible Church in
Vienna, where Aka both worked
and worshiped, concurs. Aka “is a
devout believer” and “a great lover
of people,” he said.
“I have never met
a person with as
much heart to
serve teenagers
and young adults,”
he wrote in the
foreword to Aka’s
2010 book “The
Walk to the Stage of Honor.” Aka
wrote the book as a guide to moral
development for youth.

Aka hopes that his example and
mentorship will help young people
rise above their challenges. “I
think if I can give a little bit to
another young person … maybe
some will rise beyond their cir-
cumstances … to be where I am
today,” he said.

To that end, he serves on the
board of directors for the
Campagna Center, a local non-
profit, which runs programs for
youth and families. And in 2009
he founded Global Caravan for
Education and Cultural Exchange,
an Alexandria-based charity that,
among other things, has incremen-
tally outfitted an elementary
school in Ivory Coast with books
and computers. Also in connection
with this work, Aka participated
in an education roundtable in
2015 with then Secretary of Edu-
cation Arne Duncan.

Joan Vistica, Global Caravan’s
senior operations coordinator,
feels inspired by Aka’s optimism
and energy “about how things
could be.”

Aka has since left career teach-
ing. He’s been paying the bills by
driving for Uber and selling his
book. With his children growing
up, he said it’s time to pursue his
“stock of [business] ideas.”

Last year he launched Eburnie
Partners Corporation, which aims
at developing mixed use and
mixed income real estate in Africa.
Aka says “Africa is going to grow
for a very long time,” so he expects
a very good return on investment.

But it’s not only about the
money. Aka wants some of the
profit to fund charity work. And
he envisions the business itself as
a service. Unlike other commercial
enterprises that just “take re-

sources out,” Aka says builders can
“transform” communities in a last-
ing way.

“[We will] not only build our
building and just make [a] profit
and get out,” said Cherif Memene,
Eburnie Partners’ director of fi-
nances and Aka’s longtime per-
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Is the nickname I gave Andrew, one of our
male cats. It’s because he’s a bit portly, like his
father, yours truly. However, Andrew’s nick-
name is not the impetus for this particular col-
umn. The impetus for this column is my ten-
dency, as the primary (almost exclusive) buyer
of miscellaneous household goods and to a
lesser extent, services, to buy in bulk/quantity,
not necessarily quality; although that’s a subject
of a long-ago column and perhaps a future one
as well — dare I cross that Rubicon again, and
one that has earned me this identical nickname
to Andrew.

As a cancer patient originally diagnosed as
“terminal” — at age 54 and a half, eight-plus
years ago, time becomes an integral/essential
part of your life; what there is of it presently,
what you have been told you have left of it and
what you — in your wildest dreams, every day
and every night, hope you actually get to do:
live a relatively “normal” life expectancy.

Even though life has gone on years past my
original “13-month to two-year” prognosis, I
still struggle with the emotional yin and yang of
whether I’m closer to the end or further from
the beginning (date of diagnosis). And is so
struggling, everyday decisions that might have a
time element/time-sensitivity to them are com-
plicated. Is it necessary to do it/buy it/obligate
myself to it now when the benefit might be
later? A later I might never see? If I’m trying to
enjoy life in the present as much as possible to
fend off the inevitable and relentless stress that
a “terminal” cancer diagnosis imposes, then
how does a future benefit help me now?

As a few examples and finally to the point of
this column: buying in bulk. 240 dryer sheets
— for two adults, one of whom works at home
and doesn’t exactly get dressed for it; 90 tall
kitchen trash bags — we use one bag a week,
and that includes bagging the cat litter for five
indoor cats; paper towels — enough quantity
that we could likely wrap them around our
entire house if we had to; toilet paper — is sac-
rosanct, one can never have enough in stock;
and tissues/Kleenex — given how frequently
my eight-years-of-post-chemotherapy nose
runs — constantly, is also sacrosanct (although I
can always use toilet paper, paper napkins or
paper towels in the pinch; not exactly the same
pinch as if the toilet paper inventory runs out,
however). Naturally, these items are all non-
perishable so their life expectancy is not a con-
sideration. But since mine is, sometimes I think
I need to buy them or else, because when I do
need them it will be too late.

As for perishables, obviously it makes little
sense to overbuy (expiration dates notwith-
standing, except mine). I can’t eat all the food
quickly enough anyway (another point of con-
tention from a previous column), although I
may try. But even I know, in my cancer-
induced haze, that spending money now on an
unpredictable future though penny-wise and
beneficial in some emotional ways, might be
pound-foolish. I need to feel good today -
period, not feel good today about something I
might benefit from tomorrow. I mean, how
else am I even going to get to tomorrow? Don’t
I need to filter out potentially harmful/debili-
tating mental and physical images/impacts and
try to live as unencumbered as possible (to
invoke one of my deceased father’s favorite
words)? Cancer is already an uphill battle. If I
don’t want to live the legendary life of Sisyphus,
pushing a figurative rock up a hill, only to have
it fall back down time and again, I need to find
a way/strategy to both manage my budget and
control my mind. Obviously, I want to live like I
have a future, but not at the expense of my
present. You can call me “Bulky Boy” all you
want, but “crazy-kookie” not so much.

“Bulky Boy” Business Directory
To Advertise Your Business, Call Karen at 703-778-9422

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst mis-

takes that can be made in his subject 
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

News

From Page 24

Champions
third place finish in the Varsity Second 8

category at the Charlie Butt Regatta at
Georgetown two weekends ago.

After a victory in their qualifying heat
with a 10 second cushion over second place
Langley, the Junior 8s posted a winning time
of 6:01.1 in the final, 9.9 seconds ahead of
second place Lake Braddock. Rowing for the
Titan Women’s Junior 8 are Rachel Sedehi,
Cleo Lewis, Chloe Marsh, Marley Osborne,
Elspeth Collard, Piper Bucholz, Charlotte
Milone, and Anna Jane Guynn, along with
coxswain Paula Filios.

“I was so thrilled with our results on Sat-
urday,” said TC Women’s Junior 8 Coach
Kelly Kim. “The past few weeks we have
been focusing on a different aspect of our
race — our strongest point has been the
body/middle of our piece, though the girls
came together as a boat and discussed what
they wanted to improve. We practice with
TC’s Freshmen boat, racing alongside each
other every day, which has paid off for both
boats. I think the girls felt very satisfied with
their race, though we are eager to compete
at the next level to really test ourselves.”

Next, the Varsity Men’s Junior 8, TC’s
slightly reconfigured (exchanging a senior
rower for a junior) Lightweight 8 that also
raced up in early season regattas, came to
their final following a 25.5 second victory
over Forest Park and other boats in their
morning heat.

In the final, the J8s once again bested
second place Forest Park with a time of
5:18.0, a 10.8 second margin. Members of
the TC Men’s Junior 8 include Stefanos
Psaltis-Ivanis, Wogan Snyder, Ian Willmore,
Connor Rex, Kenneth Warren, Griff Austin,
Adam Elnahas, and Cameron Luther, and
coxswain Claire Williams.

Capping the Titan gold rush was the
Women’s Frosh 8, including rowers Ava
Elkins, Lydia Greenwood, Madeline Toaso,
Madeleine Allen, Julia Clements, Felicity
Brock, Lila Arnold, and Alaina Browand,
and coxswain Sara Rider. Coming off their
victory at the Charlie Butt, the Frosh 8
posted a 14.5 second win over Oakton in
their qualifying heat.

In the final, the Frosh Women staged a
12.5 second win over second place National
Cathedral School with a time of 6:18.2.
Their win brings the Women’s Frosh 8 State
Championship trophy back to TC’s Dee
Campbell Rowing Center for the second
year in a row.

SATURDAY/MAY 13
City Council Public Hearing. 9:30 a.m.

City Hall, Council Chamber, 301 King St.
Email CityClerkStaff@alexandriava.gov
or call 703-746-4500.

Stop The Violence Community Day.
noon-5 p.m. at the Lenny Harris Field at
Braddock Park (George Washington
Middle School), 1005 Mt. Vernon Ave.
The Terra Ruffin-Pratt Foundation (TRP)
along with support from the Alexandria
Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities Special Events Section.
Visit apps.alexandriava.gov/ for more.

From Page 15

Bulletin Board
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Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

20175

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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