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2017 Contest Winners Announced

\ — This year hundreds of area students competed to
develop solutions to local watershed issues.

“What can you do to impmve Finalists presented their proposals at the School
your local watershed?”

Environmental Action Showcase on April 25 at
George Mason University. Thank you to all the
students, teachers and partners who
participated!

Agrium provided nearly $20,000 in cash prizes
and $10,000 to help implement student ideas.

Caring for Our Watersheds is supported by
international nonprofit Earth Force, whose
mission is to engage young people as active
citizens who improve the environment and their
communities, now and in the future. The program
empowers students to create solutions in their

Rachel Carson Middle Schoof e s Lebrgl
students won top honors for their geting, y '

tation skills.
project to establish a food sharing PERRIIERGRaRER

program between their SC”DG"'_E”O' a Turning ideas into realistic solutions is the
local shelter to reduce cafeteria waste. key to improving our local watersheds.

L

Northern Virginia Finalists, Grades 6-10

1 $1,000 Fooed Sharing Program Rachel Carson Middle Schoal

2 $900 Classes Plant Grasses Continued... Lanier Middle School

3 $800 Worm World Lanier Middle School

5 700 Growing a Gold Standard George Washington Middle School
5 $600 No Butts About It Lanier Middle School

6 $500 Improving the Environment Around our Streams  Gunston Middle School

7 450 2017 Ban the Bag Lanier Middle School

8 $400 Watershed Protectors Fort Belvoir Elementary School

9 $350 A New Generation of Plastics George Washington Middle School
10 $300 Collect-Compress-Contribute J.E.B. Stuart High School

CaringForOurWatersheds.com
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Fairfax Science Club Heads

Students beat T]J to
bring home the State
Championship.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

any times, a school’s athletes

and actors get most of the

media’s attention. But at

Fairfax High School, a tal-
ented and creative group of science students
is proving every bit as worthy and is now
receiving national acclaim.

The members of the Science Olympiad
club have competed in six tournaments, this
school year — at MIT, the University of Penn-
sylvania and Cornell — winning 137 med-
als, including 36 for first place. They also
won Regionals and, on March 24, Fairfax
captured the State Championship at UVA
in Charlottesville.

It marked the fifth time Fairfax won it,
and this year’s victory was especially sweet
because the team beat the second-place fin-
isher, Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology, by a whopping 25
points. And on May 19-20, Fairfax will rep-
resent Virginia in the 33" annual National
Science Olympiad at Wright State Univer-
sity in Dayton, Ohio.

“This is the strongest and hardest-work-
ing team we've ever had,” said science
teacher and coach Cathy Williams. “They’re
also close-knit and collaborative and help
each other where needed.”

The Science Olympiad club has 50 mem-

bers. During competi-
tions, 19 work in
teams of two or three
people to vie in 25
events: Anatomy and  =-
Physiology, As- =
tronomy, Chemistry
Lab, Disease Detec-
tives, Dynamic
Planet, Ecology, Elec-
tric Vehicle, Electric
Wright Stuff, Experi-
mental Design, Foren-
sics, Hovercraft,
Hydrogeology, Indoor
Bottle Rocket, Inva-
sive Species, Materi-
als Science, Microbe
Mission, Optics, Re-
mote Sensing, Robot
Arm, Rocks and Min-
erals, Towers, Wind
Power, and Write it,
Do it.

Comprised equally of boys and girls,
Fairfax’s team contains students from di-
verse backgrounds and cultures. “Science
Olympiad instills a sense of hard work, de-
termination, leadership and curiosity in the
team members,” said Williams. “Through
this club, they've developed skills for suc-
cess in school and beyond. Our alumni have
attended some of the country’s most presti-
gious universities and work in numerous
scientific fields.”

-

-
M

GOING TO NATIONALS will be team
captains Sarah Wasinger and Markus Will-
iams, 15 core members, four more for trial

FAIRFAX CONNECTION EDITOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC
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From left: Bilge Batsukh and Markus Williams dis-
play their electric vehicle.

events, plus the coach and two student
managers. They’re currently putting finish-
ing touches on their projects and are thrilled
about winning States.

‘Just knowing the resources T.J. is given
and their legacy in science competitions, in
general, was intimidating,” said Wasinger,
a senior. “But I told our team, ‘We’re all just
high-school students. If we put in the work,
there’s nothing stopping us from beating
them or doing just as well. And we’re just
as intelligent.”

Science Olympiad’s challenges go beyond
what’s taught in high school, so dedicated
students must learn the subjects indepen-

to Nationals

dently. At States, Fairfax took the first event
and continued winning medals.

“They started piling up, and it was really
exciting,” said Wasinger. “When we were
halfway through, we thought, ‘We might
win this.” You never know. But when they
announced TJ as second, I screamed. It was
really rewarding because it’s a lot of work.”

STUDENTS COMPETE in three, broad
categories of events — knowledge, lab and
engineering — with crossover between them.
Some students specialize, but each com-
petes in three or four events. For example,
junior Grace Ko does Forensics, Chemistry
Lab and Write it, Do it.

In Write it, Do it, she explained, “Some-
one builds a structure, which I don’t see.
And my partner, Janessa Jiang, has to write
me directions on how to make it — which I
then do. We use inexpensive, household
items such as straws, Popsicle sticks, LEGOs,
etc.”

Jiang, a junior, also does Towers, Heli-
copters and Experimental Design. “In Tow-
ers, you build a tower out of balsa wood
and test its strength by seeing how much
sand it can hold,” she said. “It’s a few feet
high and, normally, holds 132 pounds of
sand in a bucket.”

In Helicopters, students receive materi-
als to build a helicopter, but design it, them-
selves. They’re judged by the amount of
time their craft can fly. At States, Jiang’s
helicopter flew 2 minutes, 35 seconds. “It
was amazing,” said Coach Williams. “Every-
body was in awe, and it got first place.”

Sophomore Emily Sheng did a

SEe OLYMPIAD., PAGE 5

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

home assessments, every little bit

helps. So in that spirit, the Fairfax
City Council last week reduced the real-
estate tax rate from its current $1.0645
per $100 assessed valuation to $1.06
even.

It was part of the City’s FY 18 budget
adopted Wednesday, May 3. The Coun-
cil members approved a General Fund
budget of $140.1 million, representing
a $4.6 million increase over FY '17. The
total budget amount for all the City’s
funds is $173 million.

The Council also set aside $500,000
for future WMATA transportation re-
quirements, plus increased the City’s
normal 10-percent surplus by an addi-
tional $70,000. It was able to do so be-
cause of a $639,000 surplus left from the
current fiscal year’s budget — mainly from
the education segment, because Fairfax
City had fewer students in its schools,
but Fairfax County had more.

I t’s not a lot; but in a time of rising

City Council Adopts FY ’18 Budget

“This is a sea
change in how
this City looks at
the future,” said
Mayor David
Meyer afterward.
“While it’s not a
substantial
amount of money,
it’s a big step in
the right direc-
tion. And we did
that while reducing the tax rate by almost
half a percent. I'm proud of the Council for
coming together and reaching a consensus
on this budget and taking this new ap-
proach, and I hope they continue [looking
at things this way] in the future.”

David Meyer

THE NEW BUDGET also contains
$150,000 to spruce up the appearance of
the downtown area by improving its light-
ing, sidewalks, pedestrian access, greenery
and maintenance. And dog owners will be
happy to know that, per the Parks and Rec-
reation Department’s request, there’s
$50,000 for the design and construction of

a dog park.

In addition, the
Council approved
$100,000 for the
City’s Economic
Development Op-
portunity Fund,
plus $160,000 for
other Economic
Development Au-
thority initiatives.
This money will
help the City continue to market itself, at-
tract new businesses and carry out its new
logo and branding efforts.

There’ll be a 25-cent increase in the
stormwater tax to generate more than $1
million to help the City fund several projects
dealing with aging infrastructure, plus com-
ply with state and federal regulations re-
garding stormwater management.

The wastewater service rate will be in-
creased by 10 percent because of needed
improvements at the Noman Cole Waste-
water Treatment Plant. Plus, explained Fi-
nance Director David Hodgkins, “We’ve ex-
perienced a decrease in water usage and,

Dan Drummond

Real-estate tax rate
will decrease slightly.

therefore, revenue, as people and busi-
nesses become more efficient in using
it.” The average, household quarterly
wastewater utility fund payment will go
from $165 to $181, with the new rates
taking effect with the July 1 wastewater
utility bills.

The C&I tax will rise from 9.5 cents to
10.5 cents per $100 assessed valuation
to generate the funds needed for City
transportation projects and to enable
Fairfax to receive NVTA [Northern Vir-
ginia Transportation Authority] match-
ing funds. “We hope to bring it up to 12
cents by FY '20,” said Hodgkins. All resi-
dential properties are excluded from this
tax.

The budget also includes $7.1 million
of capital-project funding. And City em-
ployees will receive merit pay raises of
2.5 percent, as well as cost-of-living in-
creases of 2 percent.

In approving the $1.06 real-estate tax
rate, the Council voted 5-1, with Coun-
cilwoman Ellie Schmidt being the dis

See CiTy BupGeT, PAGE 4
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City Budget Approved

FroOM PACE 3

senting vote. Since residential, property-
tax assessments rose, she said, “I wanted
us to get to the equalization rate of $1.05. I
wanted us to do more cutting.”

Once the budget was passed, Councilman
Dan Drummond said, “I think we worked
well together, and the staff provided some
great guidance. I also appreciated the pub-
lic comments, and I think people will ap-
preciate that we lowered the tax rate a little
bit, while funding the City’s priorities.”

Councilman Michael DeMarco said
Fairfax is “in better shape by having some
flexibility in the fund balance to deal with
any transportation-funding issues arising
next year.”

Schmidt also thanked the public for its
feedback. “We don’t have a lot of room for
cuts, with all our nondiscretionary ex-
penses,” she said. “I would have liked the
tax rate to go a little bit lower, but I appre-
ciate where we did end up.”

“This is not an easy process,” added Coun-
cilman Jeff Greenfield. “We’re trying to do
what’s in the best interests of the residents,
while maintaining the level of services we
all enjoy. This provides a merit increase for
staff, and we'’re successful [as a City] be-
cause of them.” He, too, was glad about the
extra money earmarked for transportation
and thanked Drummond for his “help and
experience” during the budget process.

Calling the budget “a prioritized spend-
ing plan,” Councilwoman Janice Miller said
she didn’t support everything in it, but
“There is much in the budget that moves
our community forward. We've added an
additional $1.3 million for school tuition to
educate our kids, an additional $2.2 mil-
lion for personnel costs and benefits, an
additional $1.2 million for capital improve-
ments, an additional $400,000 for
stormwater management and placed
$500,000 in reserve for expected transpor-
tation increases.”

SHE FURTHER NOTED that the City kept

its reserve fund at more than $14 million —
which is 10 percent of the total City bud-
get. “This, along with a multitude of other
line items, will educate our kids, keep us
safe in our homes and our businesses, pave
our streets, maintain our many facilities,
and entertain us in our parks and at our
special events.

City services will take care of our residents
and our business community, alike, and this
is good for all of us.”

However, Miller also urged her Council
colleagues to step back and assess what
went well during the budget process and
where they all need to improve. She then
thanked City Manager Bob Sisson,
Hodgkins, Budget Manager Kerry Kidd, the
entire budget committee, other City staff
members and department heads, plus her
colleagues, for all their help.

“I'm proud, grateful and thankful for all
the people who work in our community,”
said Miller. “I was happy to support this
budget and I look forward to a really good
next year.” Councilman John Stehle also
thanked the staff and Council and said he
wants the budget to have “continued con-
nection” to the Council’s goals and the City’s
Comprehensive Plan.

Meyer said this budget gives clarity to
their path forward in the next fiscal year,
and he thanked Drummond, as an “experi-
enced community leader and councilman,”
for his contributions to the budget discus-
sions. “We’re spending other people’s
money, and that’s a very important fiduciary
responsibility.

“This City has the overall, lowest tax bur-
den of any jurisdiction in the Northern Vir-
ginia region,” continued Meyer. He said it’s
due to “superior” money management and
stressed that Fairfax is one of only four cit-
ies in Virginia with a AAA bond rating. He
then thanked the Council for approving
COLA and merit increases for the employ-
ees, and the staff for all it does “to serve,
support and protect” the businesses and
residents of the City.

Student Oboist to
Perform in Fairfax
Concert

Olivia Johann, a high school
oboe player from
Centreville, is the featured
soloist for the May 13
concert of the City of Fairfax
Band. Johann is the winner
of the band’s annual Young
Artist Competition and will
receive a financial award
along with the solo appear-
ance. The concert is sched-
uled for May 13, 7:30 p.m.,
at WT Woodson High
School, 9525 Main St.,
Fairfax.
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Science Olympiad Finals

FrRoM PAcE 3

hydrogeology project about groundwater
and wells for Dynamic Planet. She and part-
ner Ebenezer Sampong took a written test
about geological concepts and did calcula-
tions to explain how the earth’s crust would
react to things such as glaciers.

They also received a map with wells
marked on it. “A contaminant was leaking
into a town’s groundwater, and I calculated
how fast the water would travel through
the wells,” said Sheng. “We then proposed
solutions and determined if it was still safe
to drink that water.”

Sheng and Sampong also did Remote
Sensing to determine a climate event. And
in Invasive Species, Sheng and Mindy Vu
identified various ones and described their
behavior. Ko, Jiang and Sheng are excited
about Nationals for the experience, a break
after AP exams and to meet the other teams
and make new friends.

Markus Williams and Martin Lee designed
and built 3D printed parts for Electric Ve-
hicle and Robot Arm. “We built a small ve-
hicle that had to travel 18-36 feet and be
preprogrammed to move on its own after
we pushed a button,” explained Williams.
His expertise is in designing and fitting
things together, and Lee’s is in construction
and fine-precision mechanics.

For Robot Arm, Williams and Bilge
Batsukh built a robot to pick up 50 pennies
and place them individually on an archery

target in a certain alignment. Batsukh also
programmed the electric vehicle. “I'm ec-
static to go to Nationals,” he said. “I'm look-
ing forward to competing and seeing ev-
eryone else’s designs. It’s astonishing what
people can make.”

“I think my electric vehicle has a good
shot at Nationals,” added Williams. “It has
the ability to take first place in the nation.”

Junior Andrew Bengtson will participate
in a new, trial event at Nationals, design-
ing, building and flying a small, electric
plane. “I'm excited to see the other teams
and the incredible devices they’ve created,
in action,” he said. One of Fairfax’s top en-
gineers, Bengtson said, “I love watching
something work for the first time. When you
hit the button and it does what it’s supposed
to do, it’s magical.”

However, the school can’t compete unless
it can get there; and to do so, it must raise
$17,500. “Contributions in any amount
would be greatly appreciated,” said coach
Williams.

TO DONATE, send checks payable to
Fairfax High School, with “Science Olym-
piad” on the memo line. Send them to the
school, attention C. Williams, at 3501 Rebel
Run, Fairfax, VA 22030. All donations will
be acknowledged with a charitable-contri-
bution letter. Or contribute at the club’s Go
Fund Me page: www.gofundme.com/
fairfax-science-olympiad-nationals.
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OPINION

Troubled History of Voter Disenfranchisement

By DAVE MARSDEN
STATE SENATOR (D-37)

irginia has a troubling

history of disenfranchis-

ing voters based on

criminal convictions
and failing to restore those rights
when disenfranchised citizens
have completed their sentences. In
the recently completed 2017 ses-
sion of the General Assembly, Republican Sen.
Tommy Norment introduced a constitutional
amendment (SJ 223) that would have allowed
for the restoration of voting rights for violent
felons (which includes burglary and certain
drug offenses) after release from prison, a five-
year waiting period, and the payment of all
fines, fees, and restitution. Democratic oppo-
sition argued that these unpaid monies consti-
tuted a modern version of the poll tax. Though
poll tax laws are no longer on the books, Vir-
ginia has one of the nation’s most extreme
policies restricting the voting rights of crimi-
nal offenders and one of the most racially dis-
proportionate, with more than one in five black
adults barred from voting due to a criminal
conviction.

As Sen. Norment presented this amendment
on the floor of the Senate, an interesting de-
bate broke out in the chamber recalling the
1901-02 Virginia Constitution. GOP lawmak-
ers argued, accurately, that the 1901-02 Con-
stitution had the same felony disenfranchise-
ment requirements that existed before the Civil
War. What escaped Republican notice was that
in 1876 petit larceny — minor property theft
— was added to the constitution as a disen-
franchising offense. The purpose was to en-
trap landless and impoverished African Ameri-
cans who were caught stealing small items such
as farm animals, including chickens. The 1876

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COMMENTARY

amendment mirrored the notori-
ous “pig laws” passed in Mississippi
that same year. Virginia justified its
new law under the generally held
concept that “chicken stealers were
so poor that they could not sup-
port their families, lacked moral
character, and as they lacked eco-
nomic citizenship they were underserving of
political citizenship.” Though felony disenfran-
chisement had been the tradition, petit larceny
was slipped into the constitution in 1876 as a
means to specifically disenfranchise African
Americans. That some whites would be caught
up in this disenfranchisement was an accept-
able tradeoff, as African Americans were al-
ready in prison at five times the number of
whites. Anyway, whites with criminal convic-
tions could apply for gubernatorial restorations
of voting rights; governors generally refused
such restorations for African American appli-
cants.

The Republican argument had been that
felony disenfranchisement in the 1838 Consti-
tution, which predated the Civil War, proved
that it was a race-neutral concept because this
constitutional provision was included when
only whites were allowed to vote. However,
the clear attempt at disenfranchisement by
petit larceny made clear that their assertion
was inadvertently disingenuous. In the 1889
gubernatorial race, lists of police records were
sent to precinct polling officials to be used in
excluding black voters.

The following is excerpted from the Wash-
ington Bee, a newspaper at the time (1889):

[1]t is enlightening that in the 3rd Precinct
over 600 blacks waited in a “blacks only” vot-
ing line and 900 blacks waited in line in the

4th Precinct. Voter intimidation ensued as men
who were self-identified Republicans and
blacks were met with challenges such as “I
believe you have been convicted of stealing.”
Even when denied, the charge led to being
taken out of line and arrested for “impudence”
if an argument ensued. Black voters were que-
ried on the constitution for 20-25 minutes to
slow the lines. Lists of black voter police
records were on hand to deny voting. They
were mailed to registrars. Voters were delayed
for hours as they inched forward in the lines
and many could no longer wait and went
home.

The “whites only” line, it was reported,
moved smoothly.

Virginia has a long pattern of using criminal
conviction as a means of disenfranchising Af-
rican Americans. Petit larceny was in our con-
stitution in 1876, continued in the 1902 con-
stitution, until removed in the 1971 version. It
was added to exclude African Americans from
voting. There are undoubtedly Virginians alive
today who had lost the right to vote because
of a conviction for petit larceny. Our prison
system still has five times as many African
Americans incarcerated as whites. We do not
need a constitutional amendment that compli-
cates who can and cannot vote in our com-
monwealth. The rule should be simple: regard-
less of your offense, if you are in prison you
cannot vote; if you are out of prison you are
entitled to vote. This standard would be con-
sistent with the majority of other states.
Virginia’s history with voting rights is simply
too troubling to put forth a new constitutional
amendment that will continue to disadvantage
African Americans.

Special thanks to Professor Pippa Holloway of
Middle Tennessee State University, and Helen Gibson
of the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service whose
source material was used for this article.

Taking
Exception on
Medicaid

Expansion

To the Editor:

Col. Krisinger’s dismissal of the
proposal to approve the Medicaid
expansion proposed by state Sen.
Dave Marsden (D-37) is exceed-
ingly short sighted (Connection,
May 4-10, 2017). His position is
typical of some who have a fully
funded “government assisted”
health care plan.

The proposed Medicaid expan-
sion is a program by which the citi-
zens of Virginia can gain a benefit
from the taxes that they have al-
ready paid. There is no added cost
to the taxpayer. This is Federal tax
revenue that is returned to the
state for the use of the citizens.
The State’s earlier refusal to accept
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this money allowed it to go to
other recipients in other states. It
did not reduce the tax burden for
Virginia citizens’ one iota.

What better use of tax revenue
is there than to provide a direct
benefit back to the citizens in need?
This is a better use of my tax dol-
lars than the extravagant “federal
assistance” for bombs and bullets
dumped in desert wastelands or the
building of a border wall that will
never accomplish its intent.

E Tracy Schonrock
Fairfax Station

Unnecessary
Alarm

To the Editor:

Recent rhetoric and editorials
dealing with health care policy in
the United States lead to confusion
and unnecessary alarm by bring-
ing together two topics: health in-

% Mav 11-17, 2017

surance coverage; and pre-existing
conditions. Health insurance does
two things: reduces cost for the
policy holder by means of the dis-
counts insurance companies
achieve through volume buying;
and, (like insurance in general)
assists the policyholder deal with
the financial consequences of
something very bad which might,
or might not, happen. A pre-exist-
ing condition, however, is some-
thing bad that has already hap-
pened.

For pre-existing conditions the
health care policy question should
be, how to pay for treatment
rather than how to coerce insur-
ance companies to pay. Health in-
surance policies covering pre-ex-
isting conditions (e.g. diabetes,
high cholesterol, high blood pres-
sure) are widely available. Paying
for pre-existing catastrophic con-
ditions (e.g. organ transplant; can-
cer; multiple sclerosis) is another
matter. Forcing insurance compa-

nies to take on the cost of treat-
ment for all afflictions, regardless
of scope, and spreading these costs
through the premiums paid by
healthier people, plus tucking in a
few government subsidies, is one
way (as in Obamacare). There are
other ways to pay for treating
these catastrophic conditions. The
recent healthcare bill passed by
the House of Representatives of-
fers an alternative way.

Most people in the United States
do not suffer from catastrophic
health conditions. Those of us
whom God made more fortunate in
our health have a responsibility to
help those less fortunate. I hope
your newspaper will avoid partisan
rhetoric and instead foster informed
discussion leading to a national
policy on how to help the minority
who can not pay for the treatment
of a catastrophic health condition.

Allan Ruppar
Reston

ON

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Cgirfax

@FfxConnection

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered to
homes and businesses.
Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
south@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
Editor < 703-778-9414
kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Bonnie Hobbs
Community Reporter % 703-778-9438
south@connectionnewspapers.com

Kyle Kincaid
Editorial Assistant
south@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:

For advertising information
e-mail:
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Debbie Funk
Display Advertising/National Sales
703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

Karen Washburn
Display Advertising, 703-778-9422
kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411
classified @connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant
703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon
703-549-0004
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic
Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly,
Ali Khaligh
Production Manager:
Geovani Flores

Special Assistant to the Publisher
Jeanne Theismann
jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
Circulation Manager:
Ann Oliver
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

2015

wssrd Wimnining

Newspaper

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



Pre-Theater
Cocktails at
The Kensington

Thursdays at
6:00pm

Sundays at

4:30pm

alodeseepe

A 'Bold New Works' World Premiere Musical

Please join
"The Kensington Falls Church for
enlightening post-show discussions at
select performances of Kaleidoscope

Pre-theater cocktails & hors doeuvres at The Kensington
and post-show discussions at Creative Cauldron

Main Street Child Development Centers’ Family Game Night and Volun- he Kensingon Falls Church wmﬁmm i
teer & Donor Appreciation Night was held April 27. More than 150 154 pmud Sponsor of Jay Newton-Smith
family members, donors and volunteers enjoyed an evening of pizza and pmr‘ﬂmw discussions & Denver Nicks,
game playing. The center, located in the City of Fairfax, provides com- vy e Co-Founders,
. . . i abour Kaleidoscope, a heartwarming MemoryWall
prehensive early childhood education programs and support services to g L :
empower children between the age of 2-5, and their families, regardless musical introduced this May by
of their financial circumstances. Crearive Cauldron. Kaleidoscope
showcases the life of a legendary
Broadway performer who premieres
her comeback one-woman show. Sunday, May 14th
i 2pm show
As her humorous yet poignant o Bl
performance unfolds, she ouches Founder, Memory Cafié
. hearts when it becomes clear that
AT GAYLORD NATIO she is experiencing the early stages
; ‘ Sunday, May 14th
FEATURING of Alzheimers. Tpm show
— w ——— -
s . . Anya Parpura, MD,
Music 0f *, After each Thursday and Sunday President,
performance, a demenda expert ARG TRspestives
willj.m'n the H.rdm to share insights Thursday, May 18th
and information that deepen the 8pm show
audience experience. Wed love for Mikki Firor, Founder,
Tune in this summer for the largest music celebration i b e 2 Trovalto LLC
on the Potomac! you o be part o € COMVErsanon.
May 26 - September 4, 2017
Enjoy endless fun inspired by the Music of America: RSVP for cocktails to ConciergeFS@KensingtonSL.com
+ Live music every weekend featuring the best in Jazz, Country, Get show tickets at Www.creaﬁlfecauldfﬂﬂ.lﬂrg

Adult Contemporary & morel

« Aquafina® Summer Movie Matinee, Splashin’ Pool Fun & Summer PJ Party
featuring a Silent Disco

» Music Mystery Scavenger Hunt & Nightly Atrium Laser Light Show

« Seasonal spa treatments & unigue dining events

« Additional entertainment experiences just steps away in National Harbor

K

THE KENSINGTON
{301) 965-4000 GAYLORD An Assisted Living Community
NATIONAL

—— RESORT ——

Book Your Getaway Today!
GaylordNational.com/SummerFest

coR

FALLS CHURCH

703.992.9868 | 700 West Broad St, Falls Church, VA 22046
www.TheKensingtonFallsChurch.com

HATIONAL HARDOR, MO
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Me 8 My Mom

Noah, Selah and
mom Margo, of
Burke, enjoy the
cherry blossoms at
the Tidal Basin.

Jennifer Maloney
of Fairfax with
her baby daugh-
ter Claire, who is

mid-sneeze.
Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

Sharon Bulova shares a photo of her daughter, Karin
Bulova Johansson with grandchild, Mac visiting from
Seattle for Christmas.

“ENJOY THE COMFORT NOW...PAY FOR IT ON YOUR TERMS!

100%
Financing
Avallabila

Upto

36

Months’
NO INTEREST
. FINANCING

* 24 Hour Emergency Service * Planned Maintenance Agreements

* Free Estimate on System Replacement + FREE Second Opinion on System Failure
" pctoRy - * Senior & Military Discounts * We Service All Brands $

AUTHORIZED * 100% Satisfaction Guarantee * Up Front Pricing (Reg $84)

DEALER Brennan's has been proudly serving Northem Virginia since 1979. Don’t Forget Your <

F Coppior 1 Our team of highly trained professionals are at your disposal ready to e intenance 4

[f'” ue_r______ _ deliver a quality product and quality service at a fair price. Sat m:PthaCT:DNanc
turn to the experts /. “We are here when you need us.” Per System

*Systemn rebates ranging from 30 to $1,565 depending on equipment purchased, Rebates subject to change.
Expires 8/30/2017. tWith approved credit. Call Brennan's for complete details.

Carrier

Rebates | CALL NOW OME
e 703-491-2771 |MPROVEMENT

$1565 : ERINGE
info@brennanshvac.com coN ACTOR

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING www.brennansHVAC.com SR TTRIET /////

8 <« FAIRFAX CONNECTION <+ MaAv 11-17, 2017 wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



Me 8 My Mom

“Me and My Dad”

To honor dad on Father’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots
of you with your dad and The Connection will publish them in
our Father’s Day issue. Be sure to include some information
about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and phone
number and town of residence. To e-mail photos, send to:

editors@connectionnewspapers.com

Mackenzie Singh, of Fairfax, shares this photo with the short story behind it: “My mom, 7 O 3 - 32 3 - 1 1 88
Suzan Syron-Singh, has many enthusiasms, but it is her belief in community service that

exceeds all. In the attached photo, she is posing with her husband (Guri Singh), in front Rem em ber MO t her ,s Day |

of Chessie’s BIG Backyard, a playground at Lee District Park that is specially designed

for children with disabilities. In 2015 she received the Eakin Philanthropy Award for H
contributing personally and via her practice, The Children’s Therapy Center, to make We H ave a Gr eat Sel eCt’ on
the playground a reality. My mom continues to support the community in memory of my of G ifts fo r the Mo m

older sister, Kelley, who was also a passionate Children’s Therapy employee, and my
mom’s best friend.”

with a Green Thumb

Hg' éelcion of
Blooming Hydrangeas!

Landscape Design & Installation Services
e ] Delivery Service Available

- Restdent simee 2012 .
* Excellent selection of trees and shrubs
Active and engaged, forever curious and living life to the fullest. These are the remarkable people of * Annuals, Perennials, Herbs
Westminster at Lake Ridge. Here is a community dedicared o fostering a dynamic lifestyle where ¢ H?use Plants and
every day promises an opportunity to expand your interests or discover new talents—all with the Gift ltems . A B e
security thar comes with quality on-sire health services. ¢ Landscape Services

. . . 703-323-5544
e Wild Bird suPlees Fertilizing, Seeding, Aeration,

Now accepting wait list deposits. . Mulches, Soils and Seed Tree & Shrub care.

Call 703-791-1100 or visit us today!

WESTMINSTER ' $5°° OFF 1 $10°° OFF '

« LAKE RIDGE i Any Hanging Basket | |Purchase of *100 or Morel
|

No limit. Not valid with any other offers. One coupon per customer, per day. Not valid
Not valid on sale items or landscape deS|gn I with any other oﬁers Not valid on sale items or
Wesrsiwater i Lake Risige is o CARE acreeddiied, wor-for-profit, services. Expires 5/31/17.
TN I CRTE TR S e
@ 703-791-1100 | www.wlrva.org 9401 Burke Road ® Qpen Mon.-Saf. 8am-8pm, Sun. 8am-7pm
@ =5 12191 Clipper Drive | Lake Ridge, VA ‘5' www.burkenursery.com e Follow us on
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Home Li][e
Walk-In Closet Design Ideas

From chandeliers to
luxury seating, the
option are plentiful.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL

hen an Old Town Alexandria
couple decided to remodel their
master bedroom suite, they

wanted to pay particular attention to the
room’s two walk-in closets. Designer Gene
Delgado of Hopkins & Porter Construction,
Inc., in Potomac, Md. was tasked with over-
hauling the spaces to give the couple the
maximum amount of storage for their cloth-
ing and accessories.

“We ordered a storage system from
Poliform, an Italian luxury modern furni-
ture brand, that does exquisite closet sys-
tems,” said Delgado. “The closet spaces are
very modern with lots of built-in lighting.
Because of the angled ceilings ... we are
designing a cabinet for shoe storage and
some shelving for purses and luggage. I'm
doing a chandelier for the wife’s closet to
make it warmer and more feminine.”

With available accessories ranging from
elaborate lighting to luxury seating areas,
there’s no need to settle for a closet that

looks like a cross between and a laundry
room and a landfill. When it comes to walk-
in closets, the options for creating a dream
space are plentiful say designers.

“Closets are no longer utilitarian spaces
for your clothes. People want their closets
to be beautiful,” said Delgado. “The trend
is that they are bigger, more beautiful and
more luxurious. Those with large spaces can
have everything from coffee makers to seat-
ing areas.”

When beginning the design of a closet
space, Julia Walter, showroom manager at
Italian design firm Boffi, advises clients to
make an inventory list of items that will go
inside such as long-hanging clothing fold-
able clothing and shoes.

“What plays into the inventory list is how
the client prefers to use their closets,” she
said. “For example, do they mostly hang or
do they fold clothes. It’s helpful to see what
the client’s closet looks like currently [and]
works and what doesn’t.”

A combination of small and large draw-
ers is important for the different items to
store, says Walter. For example, small draw-
ers can hold items like jewelry, underwear
and socks while larger drawers can hold
items like scarves or exercise clothes.”

“I like to use the upper most shelves in
closets for bulky storage like luggage, hat

MAY

JUNE

Email SALES@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM for
more specials, digital advertising options and pricing.

Have The Connection emailed
directly to you every week!
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Reaching Suburban Washinglon's Leading Housshalds

» B Ganfe Pkl » o Comcecir

Nawspapers & Oniing
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» Cimrior Vit

v Dty Lormection

CAENECTION
Newspapers & Online

UPCOMING ADVERTISING OPPORTUNTIES

i 715 8 G AP McLean Day Pullout
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cases [and] for items that are either not
used too much or are seasonal,” said Walter.
“Open shelves are great for display of shoes
and handbags.”

Invest in a full-length mirror and install
it behind the door or on an open space that
won’t take away from storage, advises Allie
Mann, designer, senior interiors specialist
with Case Design/Remodeling, Inc.

“Use every inch of a closet space for stor-
age. There may be small niches that are
perfect for scarves, handbags [and] belts,”
she said. “Build in shoe shelving if possible.
Keeping shoes off the floor gives a more
organized look to the space. If you want to
keep shoe boxes, be sure to label them with
photos of the shoes inside so you don’t have
to open every box to find the pair you're
looking for.”

For those with a generous budget, Inte-
rior Designer Todd Martz, co-owner of
Home on Cameron in Old Town Alexandria
advises investing in a lighting system for
viewing clothing and distinguishing colors.

“Add pullout shelves and rods to organize
outfits. [Add] drawers with glass inserts to
see contents,” he said. “Group accessories
[like] belts and purses by color for easy ac-
cess.”

Accessories that Walter recommends add-
ing to a walk-in closet include belt hang-

3187

Virginia Stare Licensed
Class A Contractor & Insured

PHOTO ANGIE SECKINGER/BOFFI CEORGETOWN
Open shelving for storing shoes
and handbags are among the
features that designer Julia Walter
recommends for walk-in closets.

ers, tie hangers, jewelry drawers and safes.
“If space allows, a center island is a great
feature for getting dressed and showcasing
certain items,” she said. “Before a night out,
[for example] a gown and shoes can be dis-
played.”

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Interior and exterior remodel, tile, carpentry, wood replacement/repair, drywall, flooring, decks,
inwn’nr and exterior painting, and everything in between. Handyman services are available.

Picture Perfect
< Home Improvements

www.pphionline.com

B L s o R R T R Wellbeing
BAAIZON T vivmvnmraiasimams HomeLifeStyle
6142017 .............. Father's Day Dining & Gifts
6/21/2017...A+ Graduations & Summer Education
6/28/2017.......ooeesrsen. Connection Families L

past 17/ years

= (il HER Marrdon Dorsectari

& Rt Cinnvactrn
= Sprrgheld Connechon
= VrwaTision Cosectin

nothingjuntil the job
is complete forthe

Fre Estimates

703-999-2928

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Select your

Kltchen and Bathroom Remodellng

products from
our Mobile

Visit our websﬂe wwwtwopoorieachers com

Showroom
and Design
Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Since 1999
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BULLETIN BOARD

(Monday-Friday) to match drivers
and those who need rides. Call 703-
323-4788.

Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or
call 703-778-9416. The deadline for sub-
missions is the Friday prior to
publication. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

TUESDAY/MAY 9

Dementia Caregivers Support
Group. noon-1:30 p.m. at the Lord
of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Road, Fairfax. Sponsored
by the Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-
Burke. The group is for those caring
for someone with dementia or

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-
Burke serves those 50 and older
who no longer drive. Volunteer

drivers are needed for trips
(Monday-Friday) to medical
appointments and companion
shopping within the Fairfax/Burke
area. Office workers are needed to
answer phones in the SCFB office

interested in learning more about
providing caregiving to a person with
a disorder that affects memory and
cognition and may impact behavior
and physical abilities. Before
attending, contact the facilitator,
Eileen Thompson at 703-451-8626 or

Eileen.thompsonl@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/MAY 11

Fairfax 50+ Employment Expo. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. at Fair Oaks Marriott
Hotel, 11787 Lee Jackson Memorial
Highway, Fairfax. Jewish Council for
the Aging, Fairfax County and AARP
are sponsoring the event. The event
is free and no registration is
necessary. Go to www.accessjca.org/
programs/senior-employment/.

SATURDAY/MAY 13

Yard Sale. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. King of Kings
Lutheran Church and Preschool,
4025 Kings Way, Fairfax. All
proceeds will support Youth
Missions. Call 703-378-7272 for
more.

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

“I.avwﬁ eople to L
Worship Gathering - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM

Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sun. Evening - Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

THE REGIONAL VETERINARY
REFERRAL CENTER

CARDIOLOGY

CATSCAN/MRI
DERMATOLOGY

EMERGENCY/
. CRITICAL CARE

- INTERNAL MEDICINE
NEUROLOGY
ONCOLOGY
PATHOLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

RADIATION
~ ONCOLOGY

~ RADIOCAT

SURGERY

RVRC@EROLS.COM

OPEN 24 HOURS 365 DAYS A YEAR

RECEIVE UP TO
£1000 %31

SAVE

ON GORGEOUS CARPET FROM KARASTAN.

NOW IS THE TIME TO

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Carpet & flooring

Quality, Value and Service since 1972
Woman-Owned Business

3905A Fair Ridge Drive
in Fairfax (next to Harris Teeter)

703.978.9001

www.kempercarpet.com

Receive up to!
$1,000 back on your
purchase during
National Karastan
Month. Sale ends
June 6, 2017
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ENTERTAINMENT

Celebrating
our 52nd
Anniversary

__er
SHILLELAGHS

THE TRAVEL CLUB

Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or
call 703-778-9416. The deadline is the
Friday prior to the next paper’s publica-
tion at noon. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks

Castles & Manors Of Ireland Nov. 4-11
Includes Air from Dulles, 6 Nights Accommodations Daily Breakfast & Dinner, Daily
Sightseeing, Welcome Tea/Scones, Whiskey tasting Call for Itinerary.

Vince Gill & Amy Grant Christmas Show In Nashville!! Nov. 28 — Dec. 2............... $1255

$2799

Includes Motrorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4 Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 3 Dinners,
1 Lunch, Daily Sightseeing, Reserved Prime Seating for Christmas Show, Backstage tour of
Grand Ole Opry — Call for Detailed Itinerary RESERVE EARLY!

Canada/New England Cruise From Baltimore, Sept. 21-30 ..$674 Plus Taxes
Includes 9 nights cruise on Royal Caribbean’s Grandeur of the Seas, 1l Meals &
Entertainment. Transfers to Baltimore Pier will be offered From Vienna & Rockville

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 * Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com
for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

prior to the event.

ONGOING

Earth Day Art Exhibit. Various times
through May 4 at the City Hall
Atrium, 10455 Armstrong St.,
Fairfax. The City of Fairfax
Environmental Sustainability
Committee will host the 2017 Earth
Day Art Exhibit “Natural Causes!
Exploring the impact of nature on
daily lives.” A mixed media show
with subject or materials related to

the natural and built environment by

local students. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/ for more.

Storytime in the Park. Tuesdays
through May 30, 10:30 a.m. at Old
Town Square. Fairfax. Visit
fairfaxva.gov/parksrec or call 703-
385-7858.

Adventures in Learning. Each
Wednesday through May 10, 9:15

a.m.-1 p.m. at United Baptist Church,

7100 Columbia Pike, Annandale.
Each Wednesday starts with gentle

‘The Addams Family’

Gomez, Morticia and the whole crew will be taking the
stage for the South County production of “The Addams
Family,” May 12-13 at 7 p.m. each night at at South
County High School, 8501 Silverbrook Road, Lorton. Visit
www.southcountytheatre.org for more.

seated yoga at 9:15. Lectures from
healthcare experts from 10:45-11:45.
Discussion group 12-1 p.m. $35 for
all six weeks or $10 each. Call SCAS
703-941-1419 or visit at
shepherdscenter-annandale.org for
more.

Senior Line Dancing 1-2 p.m. Little
RlIver Glen Senior Center 4001
Barker Court, Fairfax. Line Dancing is

FAIRFAX

3950 University Drive, Suite 209
Fairfax, VA 22030

703-934-5550

OUR PATIO\

IS CALLING

There is plenty of shade
under our umbrellas.
Or enjoy the sun on our
dog-friendly patio.

ﬂlegggﬂecfurﬂea

OTHER TURTLES NEAR YOU -

ALEXANDRIA CHANTILLY
7879 Heneska Loop 4301 Chantilly Shopping Center
703-971-0200 571-375-1196

TELL US
WHAT
YOU

‘ > THINK
| SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR HERE

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/contact/letter
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a gentle, social form of aerobic

activity. Studies have shown it aids in

warding off Alzheimer’s disease. No

previous experience needed. Cost: $5

per 8 week session.
barbriba@hotmail.com 703-524-
3739

Fairfax Pets on Wheels New
Volunteer Orientation First
Wednesday of each month. 7:30-9
p.m. 3001 Vaden Drive, Fairfax. An
orientation for new volunteers
interested in visiting residents of
nursing homes and assisted living
facilities with their approved pets
through the Fairfax Pets On Wheels
program is held the first Wednesday
of every month starting at 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.fpow.org for each month’s
location. Prior to attending, please
complete the online application
found at www.fpow.org/volunteer.
Please do NOT bring pets to this
orientation. Also, see weather policy
for possible cancellations.
www.fpow.org, 703-324-5424 or
dfspetsonwheels@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Carolina Shag. Wednesdays. 6:30-10
p.m. Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.

FUN-Exercise Thursdays, noon-12:50
p-m. Grace Presbyterian Church
Family Room, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Inova certified exercise
instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current

events conversation. Muscle, Balance,
Strength Training using stretch bands

and weights both standing and
seated exercises. Instructor donation
is $5. moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703-
499-6133.

Exercise Program Mondays and
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. year-round at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Rd. Fairfax. The exercises
are for strength, balance and
maintaining limberness. Contact
SCFB office at 703-426-2824 for
more information.

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe).
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you
always want to converse in Hebrew?

Join Na’ama each week for
conversational Hebrew. You will
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun
and interactive way while learning
more about Israel. Free, however we
ask that you try to attend regularly.
RSVP Naama.Gold@jcenv.org.

Smoke Free Bingo. 7 p.m. Every

Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire
Department, 4081 University Drive,
Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot (with breaks
for smoking friends).
www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638.

English Conversation Groups

weekly at George Mason, Burke
Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice
and improve your English. Day and
start times vary. Visit:
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp

Stories From Strawberry Park 10-

11 a.m. Tuesdays in Mosaic,
Strawberry Park, 2910 District Ave.,
Fairfax. Enjoy a live interactive
performance each week. For ages 10
and under. Held outside in
Strawberry Park. In inclement
weather and October through April,
storytime will be held in Angelika
Film Center. Visit www.fxva.com/
listing/mosaic-district/2326/.

Funday Monday 10:30 a.m., every

Monday at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. There will
be music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. It is
open to children of all ages, however
especially for those who haven't yet
started school. Programs are free and
open to the public, donations are
gratefully appreciated. There is
ample free parking in the downtown
area, and stroller access at the rear of
Old Town Hall on Main St. 703-385-
7858 www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts

MAY 5-OCT. 27
Kingstowne Farmers Market

opens. 4-7 p.m. every Friday at
Kingstowne Giant Parking Lot, 5870
Kingstowne Center, Alexandria.
Freshly picked, producer-only
vegetables and fruit, from-scratch
bread (including gluten free), baked
goods, kettle corn, salsa, hummus,
cake pops, fruit popsicles, and ice
cream. Email

Chelsea.roseberry@fairfaxcounty.gov
or call 703-642-0128 for more.

MAY 5-13

“The Music Man.” Various times at
Church of the Good Shepherd, 9350
Braddock Road, Burke. $15 for
adults, $10 for children. Visit
goodshepherdplayers.com or call
703-505-7434.

FRIDAY/MAY 12

Spring Concert. 7:30 p.m. at St.
Stephens United Methodist Church,
9203 Braddock Road. The Maranatha
Singers will present “Bon Voyage.”
Free. Call 703-250-5013 for more.

MAY 12-13

“The Addams Family.” 7 p.m. each
night at at South County High
School, 8501 Silverbrook Road,
Lorton. Visit
www.southcountytheatre.org for
more.

SATURDAY/MAY 13

Burke Lake Golf Center Ribbon
Cutting. 10 a.m. at Burke Lake Park,
7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station. The
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
and the Fairfax County Park
Authority Board will host a ribbon-
cutting ceremony for the $6.6 million
renovation of the Burke Lake Golf
Center driving range. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/golf/
blge/ or call 703-323-1641.

BBQ and Car Wash. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
St George’s United Methodist Church,
4910 Ox Road, Fairfax. 13th Annual
Community BBQ and Car Wash. All
proceeds go to fund missions-
children at risk, feeding the hungry,
and family housing. BBQ meal $10,
family meal $34, car wash by
donations. Visit stgumc.org/
index.html for more.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 17

Chamber Golf Classic. 1 p.m. at
Laurel Hill Golf Club, 8701 Laurel
Crest Drive, Lorton. Event is the main

SEe CALENDAR, PAGE |15
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Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

Want to earn FREE SERVICES i oan ook

APP FOR 105 OR

and access your service coupons ANDROID!

(=== &y on your phone? Download our i
— — | FREE Mobile APP today! R Al
m'nTl = Actess you vehicla's service records, rmetyn OAUIF CLTTEN G S @

. = . sarvice coupons, receive inslant senvice raminders, schedula wm gl " X
3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy = Alexandria, VA 22305 - oot fsaln i brtshinoliotl st drdotylbrins tﬂ‘sﬂﬂTA

703-684-0710 » www.alexandriatoyota.com & view our current sales inveniony.

ServiceCenlers

ToyotaCare

ah Service & Parts Dept. Hours: | .= Customers
(Gt ) Monday - Friday, 7:00am to 9:00pm | Don't Forget Your FREE Service.

“Séu/ Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm 5-“"‘“'1“”‘,*‘;‘;55-‘:“;:; gﬂw'ﬁ-ﬂm

nime YOU HAVE SATURDAY OFF. it
THIS HONOR. 3 % 1]
PRSI THAT'S EXACTLY WHY WE DON'T! [T R i 4
WIE Mo B Covers up to 4 years/45,000 miles

RECEIVE THES HONGR

BASIC LUBE. OIL & FILTER SPRING DRIVING BRAKE SPECIAL CHECK ENGINE LIGHT DIAGNOSIS

CHANGE SERVICE SPECIAL $79% Bl NO CHARGE
$2995 I INCLUDES: Install Genuina Toyota front braka | INITIAL DIAGNOSIS

| pads, inspect front & rear rotors & drums; chedk |
$2995 $4495 gk apbipiebegtoniongy 3 WE WILL RETRIEVE VEHICLE CODES
Hotata & Balanc:a 4 Whaals | tierbn oot & GIVE YOU AN ESTIMATE OF REPAIR COSTS.

RON-SYNTHETIC SYNTHETIC
Includes: Genuine Toyota ol filter, up to 5 gts

of conventional oil*, inspect windshield wipers, check
tire condition, check batiery(with print-out), inspect o 4 WHEEL AL'GNMENT
and adjust all fluid levels, inS;IEI:I air 8. r:ahin ajr f'ﬂhers. o s 6 495

Your car's alignment suffers, and can cause

ANY ON E H E PAI R uneven fire wear and sleering problems.
[NCLUDES! Inspact suspension, ball joints, struts
BUY 3 TIHES . (.) & shocks. fire condibon and set fire pressure

AND GET ONE Maximum Discount $200

F R E E SIGHT LINE WIPER BLADES
SEE SERVICE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS. !
~ GOT TIRES? | $1 o OFF

BONUS: ADD A 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT FOR $39.95 d_—
kLI WETH Y STHES OFFEN 08 S TERPORA B £ Ol ¥ BE ng il

WoT i O W

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM
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To ADVERTISE IN THIs PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY |1:00 aM 703-778-94I1

Announcements Announcements

Office space sublet for Mental Health
Professional in downtown Spring-
field, VA Medical Office Building.

Contact Goldye Donner at
GPDonner@AOL.com
or 703-569-6492

KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED!

Buy Harris Roach Tablets.
Odorless, Effective,
Long Lasting. Available:
Hardware Stores, The Home
Depot, homedepot.com

Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING,
MEN’S WATCHES,
JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY,
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Computers

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

JENNIFER SMITH
Serving the Area Since 1995

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

> Speed Up Slow
Computers

> Virus Removal

> Computer Setup
> Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038 NEWSPAPERS

Jennifer @HDIComputerSolutions.com

Announcements Announcements

ROOFING

will your roof
withstand another
storm season?

Call us today for a
free roof inspection!

LIFETIME METAL

WE FINANCE!

Announcements Announcements

WET BASEMENT???

CRACKED WALLS???

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

Serving you since 1972

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon

Some Restrictions Apply

e |
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Michelle Duquette at Burke Racquet & Swim Club for the third annual “Swim Like
Michelle” fundraiser to benefit the Foundation Fighting Blindness.

‘Swim Like Michelle’

Fundraiser supporting
Foundation Fighting
Blindness held in Burke.

t can be hard enough just to swim in a straight

line. Michelle Duquette does it blind. On April

30, a group of L4 Swimming masters team

mates joined her in the experience as part of

the third annual “Swim Like Michelle” fundraiser.
Proceeds go to the Foundation Fighting Blindness.

Duquette had sight until she was 13, when she

PHoTo BY TiM PETERSON/THE CONNECTION
Bobbe Duquette (right) taps a swimmer
wearing blacked-out goggles during the
third annual “Swim Like Michelle”
fundraiser to benefit the Foundation
Fighting Blindness.

began losing her vision. Less than 10 years later, she
was completely blind.

Now more than a decade after that, she continues
to train in the pool at Burke Racquet & Swim Club,
with her mother Bobbe tapping her softly with a ten-
nis ball-capped cane to let her know she’s come to
the end of a length.

To experience something akin to blindness while
swimming, Duquette’s teammates put on blacked-
out goggles and attempted to swim a relay race with
two teams competing.

For more information, visit www.blindness.org.

— TiM PETERSON

PHOTO COURTESY OF FRED ZAMON
Bobbe Duquette (left) taps a swimmer
wearing blacked-out goggles during the
third annual “Swim Like Michelle”
fundraiser to benefit the Foundation
Fighting Blindness.
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CALENDAR
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fundraiser for the Mount Vernon Lee Chamber of
Commerce Scholarship Fund and will be capped
at 120 golfers. Email Info@MtVernon-
LeeChamber.org for more.

THURSDAY/MAY 18

Clifton Homes Tour. 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at the
Clifton Presbyterian Church, 12748 Richards
Lane. Clifton Community Woman’s Club
presents annual tour of homes in Clifton and
Fairfax Station. Silent Auction and Marketplace
at Clifton Presbyterian Church. Proceeds
donated to local scholarships and charities. $25
in advance, $30 day of tour, free to silent
auction. Visit www.cliftoncwec.org for more.

Fashion Show and Luncheon. noon-2 p.m. at
the Church of the Good Shepherd, 9350
Braddock Road, Burke. Proceeds to support
support the Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke.
$30. Visit www.scfbva.org for more.

Burke Historical Society. 7 p.m. at the
Sherwood Center, 3740 Old Lee Hwy, Fairfax.
The evening will feature Cindy Bennett speaking
on “Camp Alger and a Local Epidemic.” In 1898,
Camp Alger’s poor sanitation led to typhoid and
a disastrous relocation march. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/events/ or call
703-256-3800.

FRIDAY/MAY 19

Bike to Work Day 2017. Registration — now
open — is free and open to anyone who
commutes in the region, from first timers to
daily cyclists. All registrants will be entered in a
regional bicycle raffle, and the first 16,000 to
register and attend will receive a free t-shirt at
one of more than 85 pit-stops throughout
Northern Virginia. Participants can register
online at www.biketoworkmetrodc.org. Email
Megan Goodman at mgoodman@mwcog.org, or
call 202-962-3209 for more.

Family Movie and Dinner Night. 6-8 p.m. at
the Sydenstricker United Methodist Church,
8508 Hooes Road, Springfield. Hawaiian luau
and watch the Disney film “Moana.” Free. Call
703-451-8223 or visit sydenstrickerumc.org/
movienight.

SATURDAY/MAY 20

Antique Car Show. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at City Hall,
10455 Armstrong St. The show is presented by
Northern Virginia Regional Group of the Early
Ford V-8 Club and the city. Call 703-273-6097
or visit nvrg.org for more.

Hope and Health Festival. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Lorton Park, 9518 Richmond Highway, Lorton.
Free health screenings, food, inflatables,
children’s games and activities will be available
to all in attendance.Visit www.lortonaction.org
for more.

Map and Compass Reading. 11 a.m.-noon at
Burke Lake Park, 7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station.
Mark Chapin, the founder of the Mountaineer
Wilderness outdoor program in Virginia and
West Virginia, an Air Force veteran and
graduate of the Wilderness Survival School and
Sea Survival School will be sharing his
knowledge with teens and adults. $10. Call 703-
323-6600 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
burkelakepark/ for more.

SUNDAY/MAY 21

Ensemble Gaudior Concert. 4-5 p.m. at St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 6509 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Chamber music from the classical
era on period instruments including a
reproduction of Mozart’s piano. Free. Email
foma@standrews.net for more.

SUNDAY/MAY 28

Ride of the Patriots Parade. 7:30 a.m. at
eastbound Fairfax Boulevard from Capt. Pell’s
Crab House, 10195 Fairfax Boulevard, and will
end at Patriot Harley-Davidson, 9739 Fairfax
Boulevard, where opening ceremonies will
begin. Then the motorcycles will head to the
Pentagon. Visit www.rideofthepatriots.com, or
call 703-352-5400 for more.

Burke Historical Society. 3:30-5 p.m. at the
Pohick Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. “The Civil War among Local
Civilians,” presented by John Vrana. County
residents were subject to arbitrary arrest,
personal threats, and large-scale theft by Union
and Confederate forces. Visit
www.burkehistoricalsociety.org for more.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL LANDSCAPING

K& D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL /[ RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting

Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
SHonwEAY ~ Office 703-335-0654

Computer Network Cabling  psobiie 703-499-0522

Service Upgrades ]

Hot Tubs, etc... lektrkman28@gmail.com

—GUTTER CLEANING /

*x Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned |
r~ Small Repairs » Gutter Guards !

licfins 703-802-0483 free ost.

2 email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com :
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price! -

Power Washing

Go from green to claan, do you have
mald on yeur siding rotten wood thal's
& hoa vollation? We do houses, dechs,
leivcas, sido walks, olc, Deck and fance

repair, deck staining and saaling.
Licensed & Insured » Free Estimates
email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

L L L T L L T T T T I I T I T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

A&S Landscaping

e All Concrete work

¢ Retaining Walls » Patios

¢ Decks ¢ Porches (incl.
screened) » Erosion &
Grading Solutions

¢ French Drains ¢ Sump Pumps

« Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

RN CONTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &

Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded = Frea Estimates = Closs A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com .!.

www.rncontractors.com

GUTTER GUTTER

!

eConcrete Driveways
ePatios eSidewalks
eStone *Brick
Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 * MD: (301) 316-1603

Rlfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst mis-
takes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Good is not
A&S CONSTRUCTION good, where
SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Leaf Removal expected.
Hauling.
-Thomas Fuller
703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Patios ¢ Drainage

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

* Planting & Landscaping Design

¢+ Drainage & Water Problems

* Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

*+ Patios and Walks « Masonry Work or Dry Laid
* Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
+ Retaining walls of all types

Alf work Guaranteed

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
703-250-6231

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

:
:

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE
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BATHROOM REMODELING

by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

IR e e e e e e e e

EEararol oo orE

'.:.:-'.QJualltyr 'l'ree Servlce

& Lands:aping

) Summer Cleanup
Tree removad, topping & pruning
shrubbery Iimming, maulching
leal removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cheaning, retaining wialls
drainage problems, ete

25 years of experience — Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Snﬂll:

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

WWW. Fa_acebook.comf
connectionnewspapers

Newspapers & Online
The Connection to Your Community

www.connectionnewspapers.com

“Bulky Boy”

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Is the nickname | gave Andrew, one of our
male cats. It's because he’s a bit portly, like his
father, yours truly. However, Andrew’s nick-
name is not the impetus for this particular col-
umn. The impetus for this column is my ten-
dency, as the primary (almost exclusive) buyer
of miscellaneous household goods and to a
lesser extent, services, to buy in bulk/quantity,
not necessarily quality; although that’s a subject
of a long-ago column and perhaps a future one
as well — dare | cross that Rubicon again, and
one that has earned me this identical nickname
to Andrew.

As a cancer patient originally diagnosed as
“terminal” — at age 54 and a half, eight-plus
years ago, time becomes an integral/essential
part of your life; what there is of it presently,
what you have been told you have left of it and
what you — in your wildest dreams, every day
and every night, hope you actually get to do:
live a relatively “normal” life expectancy.

Even though life has gone on years past my
original “13-month to two-year” prognosis, |
still struggle with the emotional yin and yang of
whether I'm closer to the end or further from
the beginning (date of diagnosis). And is so
struggling, everyday decisions that might have a
time element/time-sensitivity to them are com-
plicated. Is it necessary to do it/buy it/obligate
myself to it now when the benefit might be
later? A later | might never see? If I'm trying to
enjoy life in the present as much as possible to
fend off the inevitable and relentless stress that
a “terminal” cancer diagnosis imposes, then
how does a future benefit help me now?

As a few examples and finally to the point of
this column: buying in bulk. 240 dryer sheets
— for two adults, one of whom works at home
and doesn’t exactly get dressed for it; 90 tall
kitchen trash bags — we use one bag a week,
and that includes bagging the cat litter for five
indoor cats; paper towels — enough quantity
that we could likely wrap them around our
entire house if we had to; toilet paper — is sac-
rosanct, one can never have enough in stock;
and tissues/Kleenex — given how frequently
my eight-years-of-post-chemotherapy nose
runs — constantly, is also sacrosanct (although |
can always use toilet paper, paper napkins or
paper towels in the pinch; not exactly the same
pinch as if the toilet paper inventory runs out,
however). Naturally, these items are all non-
perishable so their life expectancy is not a con-
sideration. But since mine is, sometimes | think
I need to buy them or else, because when I do
need them it will be too late.

As for perishables, obviously it makes little
sense to overbuy (expiration dates notwith-
standing, except mine). | can't eat all the food
quickly enough anyway (another point of con-
tention from a previous column), although |
may try. But even | know, in my cancer-
induced haze, that spending money now on an
unpredictable future though penny-wise and
beneficial in some emotional ways, might be
pound-foolish. I need to feel good today -
period, not feel good today about something |
might benefit from tomorrow. | mean, how
else am | even going to get to tomorrow? Don't
I need to filter out potentially harmful/debili-
tating mental and physical images/impacts and
try to live as unencumbered as possible (to
invoke one of my deceased father’s favorite
words)? Cancer is already an uphill battle. If |
don’t want to live the legendary life of Sisyphus,
pushing a figurative rock up a hill, only to have
it fall back down time and again, | need to find
a way/strategy to both manage my budget and
control my mind. Obviously, | want to live like |
have a future, but not at the expense of my
present. You can call me “Bulky Boy” all you
want, but “crazy-kookie” not so much.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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6045 Burke Centre Parkway

LONG & FOSTER Burke, VA 22015 CHRISTIE’S
—— REALESTATE—————— 703-425-8000 INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Shelley Draheim = KIM McCLARY
703-503-1811 ¥R 703-929-8425

kimm@Inf.com
ShelleyD@Inf.com Ir, i Life Member KVAR Top Produeers

Lorton/Laurel Hill $765,000

Coming Soon!!

This sensational Pulte-built Colonial will knock your socks offt With 3 impeessiee levels of lukury lving space, this
beanty is ready for you to mave inand enpoyt] Feahming FIVE bedrooms and uwpdatesupgrades galore, youll fall in
Bove with all this this wonderful Aoorplan and the sought-after Community of Laurel Hill has to offer! DON'T DELAY—
— CALL TODAY FOR A PREVIEW TOURY

Burke Centre - Close to All Amenities Burke - Longwood Knolls Kim McClary
Must-see kitchen remodel! ALL baths updated! Hardwoods  Updates throughout mebuding the kitebien and batha! Thi walk- 24 Hour Line: 703-929.8425
& new carpet! Fin koo Ivl wath full bath & bonas room! oart LL, deck, screensed porch, & landscaping are sure to please! e-mail: kimmginf.com
Fireplace, deck, stone patio, and a spacious garage! Merve-in 1eady with hardwoods, new carpet and fresh paint!

Find More Information at: www.Hermandorfer.com

JUDY SEMLER | DIANE SUNDT ) | John & Jennifer Boyce
703-503-1885 & 703-615-4626 (g A 102425-10NN (646)

judys@Inf.com Military Relocation Specialist |§ www.425JOHN.com

C ] COMING SOON ™\ - T auke )
Fairfax Station - $689,000 — Centreville b A $699,900
Faifax Station subdivision oobonial 5385,000 . Goraecus ;._.L.".I.
* Cul-desac location " Beslflully ‘ Lowely 3 BRA2.55 BA A '|,'l'l:-l'n'_'.‘.ll'-'l wihigh
updated eal+in kilchen with cuitom garsged townhome | n : —Cu:.S."- appkan: s
chemry cabinets including & bult-in S New carpet. Mewer : SO it cabsmits &
panlry & grande courbers * Wood apphances. Large :'L“ itplach® Al 35

] fMoors * § bedsooms & 3.5 batha * Mam 5 eat-in kitchen, Madter . BA upgraded® rd;h'.l‘

N level laundry ocen * Walkoud howes | B bedioom has a nice 1 a7 leely® MER r
lewl !:ﬂll.llﬁ secieation ioom, bed | sitting area. Deck for | sitting i coukd be Sth BR® Fully
rocan, bath & storage anea " 50 many BEOY Ferced vand = o B A %
wondaful featwes?  Call Judy foo B N Great u;on'mu.ln‘:,'.:.l' . " I-w.ﬁ;:::?:ulliil:::&:!ﬂl
e Enlcarmakion B Don't miss this one. h 11 : o ; ¢ : -_.. _._:l.; Misar VRE

: Call Diane at S| commutes train & Metra bus*

703-615-4626. _/ — ¥

DAVID & VIRGINIA > |Sheila Adams y| Dana-Jean LaFever
Associate Brokers T03-503-1895 & Claudia Callis
703-967-8700 } ¥ | Life Member, NVAR Ml Milllon Dollar W 036003479 « TOO-620-2790

A ’ Sales Club “Warking for
WWW.BI“IIPETEEHLEOBI Life Member, NVAR Top Producems & Listening to YOU™ i .

Fairfax -\1 i r i Oakton )
$649,900 - i Y $675,000
o Gargeaind i Ak Méaw price on
BA Colonial 4. L LY B this spacious
I beautidul : 1 split leved
Middlavidge. - & L o 374 acre
Home offers T wooded
year ioaird - B level kot
= SUITECEHTI, —= backing to
FAIRFAX STATION 5899,900 ol Pt e s 2 . deck with hot parkland
Lake Commumity! Comeniuent o METRO & Old Towm Alescandria Raee find! Conterspoeary design with cves S5 5F of Iiving space, . T = Ly, Ereses linet This 4 level split has 4BR, 38A, and den, Many updates
Laege 4 level cokonial wath sun room addition. Finshed walkout Jcare ,.:Ia.e }:._. it kitchen w/ e 5“;."..-] .,| ngs heat back vard paovading prevacy loe perfect enterlaining. Gaage Ablsc includes deck, 2 I'Ir|.'|.|l.1|. 4, front porch, and masch
Basement. Ferced yard with fagetone patio. Tastelully updated il Lalle, home it 5 acee heabcds three cass [perfect for boat or antique cas loves) mexs, Close to shopping, hespital, 166, BT 50, and
rougho -503- Farfax County Parkway.
fhoughout. w701 1DeversuxCirclainfo P, ks Call Sheila 703-503-1895, _/l \ iy ¥ J

: : : > . (Catie, Steve & Associates
CAROL & {ﬂ arol JC ui‘f_ anning, Associate Broker ; Kathy O'Donnell | s

CDMPANY My AaR Multi-Million Dollar Club | VAR Top Producer = % :
it 303.517.1828 | Email: ContactCarol@LNF.com - 703-338-7696
- Kathyv.odonnellin LNF.eom

.‘_".tn:'t'afmly Your Expectations is my #1 fi_r"";qu'{].-

2 Fabulous Landmark Mews Properties in Alexandria! A g oo : ’ bl
A Luxury Townhouse Community in an Outstanding, Close-in Location! 3 Beautiful 5 My PR F'luick this ;'-J-v:it'
. bedroom, o, . 1 B Thas sweet and

- Rarely Avallable End | - 3 Master Suites - : o " !
'OEN SUNDAY Unit wi approx v/ private baths OPEN SUNDAY . il SERRE 1.5 bath . sawary 2 bed 2 hath

-A4,.2005f and a & walk-in closets - B - B home with ¥ b " sl | condo s awaiting a
private Elevatorl |-approx. 330051 RRMERYeam W L aSIRRRIIEESE oo || B ki oo

™ .5 Large Master ——
@ Suiteswith baths | *Hardwood Floors . that shows ; - B with over 1200+

& walk-in closets = Kitchen w/ new : " - - - = like s wyft of living space.
«3rd BR/OHice/Loft ss appliances & t y = o i - Gourmet Grounad bevel, Broakfast Bar, Besutihul wood buming
Wi S10rGgE oG granite counters kitchen with new 55 agpliances, new carpet, and Firepdace with Manthe, large Sun Room. Private Parking

= 2 . Private Slate Patio «\Walkout LL to Patio - newly painted. Gorgeous 1/3 cre flat lot in a cul de Space, and close to everythang! Its Delicious! Hurry
Ouasis w/ Waterfall | & Large New Deck \ 2 Clona to everything! Y, .\‘r_nﬂhu it yootar iy toclay! J

. “Committed to Earning the Loyalty of Our Clients by Providing Unparalleled =
Professionalism and Exceptional Service While Supporting Our Community.”
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