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O
n May 27, residents of the Del Ray
neighborhood awoke to find their
neighborhood plastered with posters
bearing racist messages of hate against

black Americans and against Islam. Like many
Alexandrians, Lillian Patterson was shocked when
she heard about the racist posters put up in Del Ray.

“It really surprises me,” said Patterson. “I thought
Alexandria was more subtle than that.”

The local residents quickly tore down the signs and
replaced them with messages of love and support
that a week later still remain on many telephone
poles along Mount Vernon Avenue. But while
Alexandrians, from neighbors to Mayor Allison
Silberberg, have said the actions do not characterize
this historic port city, Alexandria has a long history
with racism. It is a history that was covered up and
sometimes literally buried, but one that has never
gone away.

Alexandria was a city built on the backs of slave
labor. It was black slaves who were injured or killed
in leveling the coastal cliff that give Old Town it’s
current shape. In the early 1800s, Alexandria was

By Vernon Miles
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W
hile racism in Alexandria has existed
mostly under the surface, there have been
moments in the city’s history where that

tension has erupted into violence.
In April 1897, a story in the Alexandria Gazette

titled “Hanged by a Mob” detailed the lynching of
Joseph McCoy, a local black man who had been ac-
cused of rape.

“Joseph McCoy, the Assailant of Little Annie Lacy,
Taken from a Cell in the Station House and Hanged
to a Lamp Post — Thrilling Scenes in and Around
Police Headquarters. The righteous indignation of
old Alexandria was aroused last night … and as a
result Joseph McCoy, a negro ravisher, was strung
up to a lamp post, bullets sent into body, his body,
his head split open with an axe and other indignities
heaped upon his quivering remains.”

The Gazette account said McCoy had been arrested
and accused of sexually assaulting Annie Lacy, a lo-
cal 10-year old girl. McCoy denied the charge, but
confessed during police interrogation. A mob as-
sembled outside city hall and filled the street out-

side the police station. Led by Mr. Lacy, the mob broke
through the front door and attempted to reach McCoy
but were repulsed by the police. The group seemed
to disperse after officers discharged their pistols, but
the mob had reconvened at a nearby timber yard
and fashioned an improvised battering ram. The main
door was smashed and men poured into the station.
The mob assaulted the officers defending the sta-
tion, nearly killing one of the officers in a struggle
for a pistol.

“McCoy, who had been listening to the assault, had
become terribly frightened and had climbed up on
the door and was secreted near the ceiling. The mob
supposed they were at the wrong cell, and were about
to leave for another, when one of McCoy’s legs was
discovered. He was pulled down with a yell and
dragged to the pavement, and the mob surged to-
ward Cameron street with him. The negro cried pit-
eously for mercy and resisted all the way. The crowd
turned down Cameron street to Lee street on the
southeast corner made rapid preparations to carry
out their purpose. A rope had been procured from
Mr. G. E. Price’s awning, a noose was soon around
McCoy’s neck and in less time than it takes to tell it

By Vernon Miles
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A
fter months of debate in
public meetings and inside
stores across Old Town,

discussion of the new proposed
Old Town Business Improvement
District (BID) has finally reached
the City Council. Dueling panels
of support and opposition to the
BID made their pitches to the
council on June 6 in the Oswald
Durant Center.

The Old Town BID would be a
new tax, 10 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value, on businesses lo-
cated on or around King Street and
Washington Street with the prom-
ise of helping revi-
talize local retail.
Discussion cen-
tered around the
specifics of the pro-
posed Old Town
BID, but at the end
of the day mem-
bers of the council
said the decision is
going to come
down to whether
or not Old Town
businesses believe
they are better off
being bound to-
gether or kept in-
dependent.

“Is there merit to the idea of this
kind of collectivism or not?” asked
Vice Mayor Justin Wilson. “If in the
end the opposition is to the idea
of collectivism in the form of a BID
… that is the threshold question
the City Council is going to have
to work through. If there is no
merit ... then we kill this right now.
If there is… we move forward.”

After the first discussion be-
tween the council and panels, no
answer is clear. Stephanie
Landrum, CEO of Alexandria Eco-

nomic Development, introduced
the BID concept to the council,
after which local business owners
and residents took turns express-
ing support or opposition. Mem-
bers of the public were not per-
mitted to speak, which annoyed
the crowd.

Supporters of the BID held a
unified position: that the council
should approve the creation of a
service district, the first step to-
wards the creation of a BID. A ser-
vice district has no power to tax,
but would define the boundaries,
purpose, and length of time for
what would eventually become
the BID. Landrum emphasized that
a service district can be approved

but never be
funded by the city
to become a BID.

Supporters of
the BID say, with-
out it, Alexandria
retail will be left
behind by other
areas in the region
currently being re-
vitalized as com-
mercial districts by
BIDs. Victoria
Vergason pointed
to Washington
D.C.’s Southwest
Waterfront BID
and the BID in de-

velopment at Dupont Circle as
growing regional threats to
Alexandria’s retail. Tom Osborne,
who had opposed BID proposals
in the past, was one of the most
adamant supporters in the panel.

“I made it clear from outset that
I would only support BID if it was
done right and if it was necessary,”
said Osborne. “Answers to both
have satisfied me as yes. Old Town
Businesses are struggling … the

Messages of support shared in Del Ray in
reaction to racist flyers posted.

James Henson, local historian and one of
the authors of “African Americans of
Alexandria Virginia: Beacons of Light in
the Twentieth Century.”

The ‘Nice-Nasty Town’
Racism — subtle and
not — in Alexandria.
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Flashes of Violence in City’s History

Dueling Panels
Council hears pros and cons of BID.

“I was
supportive of
this process
moving forward.
I don’t know
what to believe
anymore.”

— Councilman Paul
Smedberg
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Three Republicans Running for Governor Offer Dueling Tax Plans
Top Gillespie Donors

❖ $1.5 million from Let’s Grow Virginia, a
Henrico-based PAC, funded in part by Hilton
Worldwide and Carly Fiorina’s super PAC

❖ $100,000 from Dwight Schar, a McLean-based
homebuilder with NVR Homes

❖ $50,000 from Florida-based private prison
company GEO Group, which operates
Lawrenceville Correctional Center, Virginia’s only
private prison

❖ $50,000 from Edward St. John of the Mary-
land-based commercial real-estate agency St. John
Properties Inc.

❖ $40,000 from Richard DeVos of the Michigan-
based investment management firm Windquest
Group (husband of Education Secretary Betsy
DeVos)

Top Wagner Donors
❖ $205,000 from Wagner’s Senate campaign

committee, funded in part by the Virginia Senate
Republican Caucus and the Republican Party of
Virginia

❖ $23,000 from William Magann of the Ports-
mouth-based concrete contractor W.F. Magann
Corp

❖ $10,000 from Stephen Ballard of the Virginia
Beach-based general contractor S.B. Ballard Inc

❖ $10,000 from Kenneth Allen Hall of the Vir-
ginia Beach-based Hall Pontiac GMC

❖ $10,000 from Virginia Beach-based commer-
cial real estate firm Pembroke Enterprises

Top Stewart Donors
❖ $429,000 from Stewart’s Prince William

County committee, funded in part by the Republi-
can Party of Virginia and the Republican Party of
Prince William County

❖ $35,000 from Christopher Ekstrom of the
Texas-based private equity firm Ekstrom Properties
LLC

❖ $30,000 from Manassas-based information
technology company Progeny Systems Corp

❖ $20,500 from Charles Robbins of the
Newington-based home health care company CR
Associates

❖ $10,000 from Ahmet Aksoylu, an Oakton-
based Realtor with Aksoylu Properties

REPUBLICANS USUALLY run on cutting
taxes. And although Gillespie has a moder-
ate plan for cutting taxes, another candi-
date in the race has an extreme proposal,
one that some Republicans are calling un-
workable.
Prince William County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Corey Stewart wants to eliminate
the income tax.

“Virginia hasn’t had a significant surplus
in revenues, unanticipated unaccounted for
revenues, in 10 years,” said Stewart during
the televised debate. “Ed’s plan is com-
pletely dependent on that. It hasn’t hap-
pened. It’s a charade.”

Stewart’s solution? Ask state departments
to identify how they would slash their bud-
gets 30 percent, and then use those cuts as

From Page 3

Democratic Candidates for Governor Run to the Left
Top Northam
Donors

❖ $200,000 from venture capitalist
Michael Bills of Bluestem Asset Manage-
ment LLC

❖ $110,000 from Henrico-based
Common Good VA, a committee set up
by Gov. Terry McAuliffe in March 2014
to raise political donations during his
time as governor

❖ $77,000 from Thomas DePasquale
of the software company Outtask LLC

❖ $52,500 from Conrad Hall, retired
president and CEO of Norfolk-based
Dominion Enterprises

❖ $50,000 from Washington-based
DGA Action, a super PAC funded by
Democratic Governor’s Association

Top Perriello
Donors

❖ $500,000 from Sonjia Smith,
Charlottesville philanthropist

❖ $250,000 from George Soros of
New York-based Soros Fund Manage-
ment LLC

❖ $230,000 from the New York-based
activist network Avaaz Foundation

❖ $125,000 from Alexander Soros,
New York executive and philanthropist
(son of George Soros)

❖ $75,000 from Courtney Smith, fi-
nancial advisor with New York-based
East Rock Capital

Virginia. Despite being asked
multiple times on the campaign
trail, the lieutenant governor has
yet to take a stand one way or the
other. Northam says the
multibillion projects could create
jobs and boost the economy.

“Obviously we want the pipeline

from the utility. Perriello says all
that money Dominion plans to
spend on the two pipelines in Vir-
ginia could be put to better use.

“I’ve opposed these two pipe-
lines,” he said during that first
debate. “I believe for a fraction of
that $6.7 billion, we could put tens
of thousands more people to work

a menu to reduce spending.
“My tax plan is dependent on a cut in

spending,” he said. “We are going to reduce
the rate from 5.75 percent to 4.75 percent
in a single year.”

Within a decade, Stewart says, the income
tax would be eliminated altogether.

“That’s wishful thinking,” said Republi-
can strategist Dan Scandling. “That’s not
going to happen because what are you go-

ing to replace it with? Are you going to do
something on property taxes and push it all
onto the localities? I don’t think that’s go-
ing to go over very well.”

to be built with science and trans-
parency,” Northam said during the
first debate in April. “We also need
jobs in the commonwealth of Vir-
ginia.”

Perriello has made his opposi-
tion to pipelines a centerpiece of
his campaign, and he’s pledged to
reject campaign contributions

on clean energy, energy efficiency,
localizing food production and
other measures.”

The debate over guns has also
been a sticking point in the Demo-
cratic primary. On the campaign
trail, Northam has criticized
Perriello for changing his position
on the National Rifle Association,
a group that once endorsed his
campaign for Congress. During
one of the televised debates this
year, Northam turned to Perriello
and reminded voters that he has
received support from the NRA
during a time when concerns were
mounting over gun control in
America.

“That was since 2010,” said
Northam. “You served in Congress
from 2008 to 2010. That was af-
ter the Virginia Tech tragedy. What
has changed about the National
Rifle Association between 2010
and 2017?”

Perriello responded that times
have changed. “Well, you know,
you and I have both have all done
guns. You know that. You were a
deciding vote after Virginia Tech
on something that prevented
Fairfax and other communities
from being able to demand finger-
printing on concealed carry per-
mits. That was a deciding vote.
There was never a moment where
I was a deciding vote for the NRA.”

Both of the candidates support
free community college for Vir-
ginia students, although they dif-
fer on how to finance it. Northam
says no tax increase would be
needed to finance his plan; stu-
dents would engage in public ser-
vice to pay for free community
college in high-demand areas.

“If they become certified in one
of these areas, then they will give
one year back in public service at
which time they will get paid,” said

Northam. “So it’s not like they’re
out there working for free.”

Perriello says a tax increase will
be needed, especially for those
making more than half a million
dollars a year. He says that would
allow people who attend free com-
munity college to have the dignity
to come home at night and tuck
their children into bed.

“We don’t need people giving
back in service,” said Perriello. “We
have a private sector with jobs
ready to hire people if we help
them just a little bit to get that
certificate and have the dignity of
the kind of job they can support a
family with.”
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Computers

JENNIFER  SMITH

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

Serving the Area Since 1995

Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN’S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 

FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

Residential Cleaning 
House Cleaning / Const. Cleanup

Good Refs. / Excellent Work
Free Estimate / Insured

For more info. call Evelyn

703-718-0787
www.progressivecleaningcorp.com

Cleaning

Announcements

COSMETIC
DENTURES

FREE X-RAYS
AND EXAM

(703) 549-1331
WWW.ALEXOLDTOWNDENTAL.COM

ABC LICENSE
PTO SEAFOOD, LLC trading as WHISKEY & 
OYSTER,  301 John Carlyle St, Alexandria, 

Va. 22314  . The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 

for a Mixed Beverage on Premise & Beer and 
Wine on Premise, license to sell or manufac-
ture alcoholic beverages. Michael Anderson, 
Manager Partner authorizing advertisement. 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 
license must be submitted to ABC no later 

than 30 days from the publishing date of the 

virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

ABC LICENSE
Restaurant Eve on the Water, LLC and Carr 
220 South Union LLC trading as Humming-

bird, 220 South Union St, Alexandria, VA 
22314. The above establishment is applying 
to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a 

wine and beer on premises, mixed beverage 
on premises license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Troy Englert/Member. 
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 

license must be submitted to ABC no later 
than 30 days from the publishing date of the 

-
es. Objections should be registered at www.

abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Complaint For Absolute Divorce 

in the state of North Carolina 
In the General Court Of Justice 
District Court Division File No.  

17CVD00702 5/26/17.  
 

Yvonne M. Sharpe 
 
 

AnnouncementsLegals

ABC LICENSE
Old House Cosmopolitan Grill LLC 

trading as Old House Cosmopolitan Grill, 
1024 Cameron Street, Alexandria VA 

22314-2427. The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
(ABC) for a Wine and Beer on Premises 

and Mixed Beverage on Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. 

Amela Svalina. NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license must be submitted 

to ABC no later than 30 days from the 

800-552-3200.

From Page 15

Letters

See Letters,  Page 30

defensible right to reform, alter
or abolish it, in such manner as
shall be judged most conducive to
the public weal.” (This statement
justifies revolution!)

Mason also noted the responsi-
bilities of the people in Article 15
– “... firm adherence to justice,
moderation, temperance, frugality,
and virtue (willingness to put the
general interest before one’s own)
and by frequent recurrence to fun-
damental principles.”

Mason’s Declaration was our
first founding document to call for
recognition of individual liberties
like freedom of religion and of the
press and other now familiar
rights.

Ellen Latane Tabb
Alexandria

Clear Choice
To the Editor:

As Virginia’s June 13 primary
approaches, the choice for the Re-
publican nominee is clear: Ed
Gillespie. Ed knows what Virginia
needs to start growing again, put-
ting forward policies to cut Virgin-
ians’ taxes, restore faith in our gov-
ernment, improve how our state
government operates, boost job
creation, and support small busi-
nesses.

Ed understands the challenges
in running a small business. He
began his career working in the
Senate as a parking attendant,
working his way to becoming a
counselor to President George W.
Bush, and then built up his own
small businesses.

As Ed knows, supporting small
business and reducing barriers for
success, is the way to drive the
economy. His plan of action will
ensure Virginia’s small business
community, the engine which
moves our economy forward, will
succeed and benefit us all.

Through his experiences, he is
ready to be an effective Governor.

Shari Simmans
Alexandria

Experience
Matters
To the Editor:

I am a native Alexandrian. I care
about Virginia and the upcoming
Governor’s primary on June 13
and believe it is more important
than ever, to have someone with
experience in Richmond, in that
job.

I think we as Alexandrians un-
derstand just how important hav-
ing Terry McAuliffe in the
governor’s mansion has been these
past three and a half years.

Unemployment across the Com
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Having been a cancer “diagnosee” now for
eight years and exactly three months — as I sit
and type on May 27, 2017, a lifetime consider-
ing the original “13 month to two-year” prog-
nosis I was given on February 27, 2009, I have
learned much about cancer that I didn’t know.
In fact, I’ve learned everything about cancer I
know now because previously I knew nothing.
Growing up I heard/experienced very little
about cancer. My parents were healthy as was
my immediate family (aunts, uncles, cousins).

And even though I spent many Sundays with
my parents visiting my grandparents in nursing
homes, the diseases/afflictions I remember
hearing most about were diabetes, Parkinson’s,
Leukemia and high cholesterol. Never cancer
or any condition that I associated with cancer. I
realize now how lucky we all were. I wouldn’t
say I took good health for granted, but I might
have taken it as a given. Not any more.

Everyday I wake up, as my father used to
say, is a good day; and ever since I was diag-
nosed in early 2009, most days — all things
considered, and I do consider all things, have
been good days. I have been extraordinarily
fortunate in how my body and mind has
reacted to being diagnosed with a “terminal”
disease: non-small cell lung cancer, stage IV.
Rarely have I ever gone one step forward and
then two steps backward.

Oh sure, the early hairless days of heavy-
duty chemotherapy (infused for six hours every
three weeks) were challenging, but it was a
process I had to endure — so far as I knew (I
know a bit more now and there are many
more choices/protocols than ever before).

It reminds me of a long-ago M*A*S*H epi-
sode in which “Hawkeye” met a South Korean
woman after she drove — a Cadillac — into the
4077th. She needed medical help for her fam-
ily. Col. Potter ordered “Hawkeye” to return
with the woman back to her home.
Begrudgingly he went along, mistakenly think-
ing she felt a sense of entitlement. After a short
time treating her family he learned how wrong
he had been. Later that day, “Hawkeye” saw
the woman walking up a nearby trail carrying
buckets of water on a pole. When he asked
her why she was doing that (getting the water
that way, from wherever); she replied:
“Because that’s where the water is.” It struck
him — and apparentl — it struck me, too. As a
cancer patient/survivor, that has always been
my approach/attitude. “Next man up,” a com-
mon sports refrain; no excuses, keep moving
forward.

Over the years, I have met many cancer
patients; at the Infusion Center, at conferences,
at work and at play. And I may be biased (no
‘maybes’ about it), but I have to say, we’re a
fairly hearty and resilient bunch. Getting diag-
nosed with a terminal disease — frequently out
of the blue, is not exactly the stuff of which
dreams are made. Quite the contrary.

Nevertheless, many of the cancer patients
I’ve met seemed to have faced their demons
and are standing tall against the worst kind of
adversity. Bette Davis is often credited with the
quote: “Old age is not for sissies.” Well, neither
is cancer. It seems to be for everybody, every-
where. Unfortunately, cancer is an indiscrimi-
nate, equal opportunity destroyer; all ages, all
races, all ethnic groups, all populations.

According to “Medical News Today,” “One
in two people will develop cancer in their life-
times.” So getting cancer is either a matter of
time, inevitable or a random-type miracle if it
doesn’t affect you. For many of us who’ve been
affected already, we’ve come to learn that can-
cer isn’t the automatic death sentence it used to
be, especially for us lung cancer patients. The
research dollars and enthusiasm going into
defeating this scourge are at their most signifi-
cant in decades, perhaps ever.

Now is not the time to give up hope. It’s
time to embrace it.

I Hope
I’m Right Business Directory

To Advertise Your Business, Call Karen at 703-778-9422
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst mis-

takes that can be made in his subject 
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg
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Letters

monwealth has dropped from 5.4 to 3.8
percent. 190,000 new jobs were brought
here to Virginia, along with $15 billion in
new capital investment.

Governor McAuliffe has also acted as a
vital check on our too-radical General As-
sembly. The governor has vetoed 111 bills,
more than any other Virginia governor in
history, which would have discriminated
against LGBT Virginians and limited
women’s access to health care, dragging us
back to the Virginia of the past.

And the one who’s been there with Gov-
ernor McAuliffe every step of that way –
Lieutenant Governor Ralph Northam – is the
one who deserves our vote in the Demo-
cratic primary on June 13.

Ralph Northam has the experience, the
service record, and the ideas to lead Vir-
ginia through these challenging times.

Ralph Northam has been on the ballot and
has won in a statewide election previously.
I hope you’ll join me in supporting Ralph at
the polls on June 13 help him win again.

Lucelle O’Flaherty
Alexandria

Local Connection
To the Editor:

We are writing to express our enthusias-
tic support for Ralph Northam as the next
Governor of Virginia.

We believe he is uniquely qualified to be
the next governor: As a veteran, pediatric
neurologist, state senator and lt. governor,
he is well prepared to take the Oath of Of-
fice and step directly into the job.

Furthermore, there may be some further
influence for the City of Alexandria. A son
of Alexandria and a 1998 graduate of T.C.
Williams, Clark S. Mercer, is his current
chief of staff. Wouldn’t it be great for our
fair city if Clark becomes chief of staff for
the next governor?

It seems to us that if you are seeking a
reason to vote for one Democratic candi-
date over the other, this local connection to
Alexandria is another strong reason to sup-
port Ralph Northam on June 13.

Charles W. Linderman
and Wilma Hazen

Alexandria

Man of Conviction
To the Editor:

Lt. Governor Ralph Northam, a pediatric
neurologist, stood up to the Virginia GOP
and their absurd attempt to force invasive
vaginal ultrasounds on women. Ralph
Northam been a stalwart supporter of
women’s reproductive freedom and com-
mon sense gun legislation. We’ve never had
reason to doubt his commitment and con-
victions. In his decade of service as a state
senator and now lieutenant governor, Dr.
Northam has also made extra effort to as-
sist Democrats across Virginia in their elec-
tion efforts. Ralph Northam has been dedi-
cated to Virginia his entire life, as a states-
man, a veteran, and a surgeon. Ralph
Northam has earned the vote of every Vir-
ginia Democrat.

Gail Gordon Donegan
Alexandria
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