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Braddock District Supervisor John Cook (center) with his Lord and Lady
Fairfax nominees, Kevin Morse and Mary Cortina, and the 14th Lord
Fairfax of Cameron, Nicholas Fairfax and his wife Annabel.

Photos by Steve Hibbard/The Connection

Performers from The Complete History of Fairfax (The Musical) Preview.

Fairfax County Celebrates 275th Anniversary
airfax County celebrated its 275th
Anniversary on Saturday, June 17,
2017, in the area surrounding the
Historic Fairfax Courthouse and
the Judicial Center grounds in the City of
Fairfax. More than 80 historical organizations, attractions, re-enactment units, and
booths were present to showcase the
county’s neighborhoods, sites, and history.
The day included historically themed activities, live music, antique vehicles from the
Police and Fire Departments, and re-enactors and living history demonstrations. It
also included the Lord and Lady Fairfax
Awards Program, talks on topics in the
Courthouse, Virginia’s WWI/WWII Anniversary Mobile, Historic Courthouse Tours, a
Revolutionary War memorial plaque dedication ceremony, petting zoo, and more.
The special guests who came all the way
from England were Nicholas Fairfax, the
14th Lord Fairfax of Cameron, and his wife
Annabel. Nicholas is the direct descendant
of Thomas Fairfax, the sixth Lord Fairfax
of Cameron, from whom the county gets
its name.
— Steve Hibbard

F

Phil Camero, a fiddler with the
Regiment Von Huyn during Fairfax
County’s 275th Anniversary celebration on Saturday, June 17,
2017, in the City of Fairfax.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Darline DeMott models a 19th
century costume of an upper class
lady at the Fairfax Fashion Through
the Years: The 18th, 19th & Early
20th Centuries fashion show at
Fairfax County’s 275th Anniversary
celebration on Saturday, June 17,
2017, in the City of Fairfax.

Re-enactors and Hessian Guard
members Brent Mikulak and Alan
Wetherald during Fairfax County’s
275th Anniversary celebration on
Saturday, June 17, 2017.

Dottie O’Rourke, a docent for
20 years with Sully Historic Site
at its booth.

A group of models show off 18th century attire during the Fairfax
Liam Dorrity, 6, of Fairfax City plays Fashion Through the Years fashion show at the county’s 275th
in an Air Force F22 model airplane. Anniversary celebration.
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Graduation 2017

‘Remember to Dream of Something Better’
Fairfax High Class of
2017 graduates.
By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

airfax High’s graduation was last
Thursday, June 15, in the school’s
field house. But before the newly
minted grads headed outside to
begin the next chapter of their lives, they
received some words of wisdom.
“It is such an awesome day,” said Principal Dave Goldfarb. “On this one day, we
honor four years of your work.” Noting how
their parents have been there for them on
their “journey through life,” he said so has
the school staff. “We’ve supported you and
have been your coaches, confidants, role
models, mentors and more, and we are so
proud of you,” said Goldfarb.
“Grads, you sit here now with doors wide
open to new adventures,” he said. “You’ve
learned the skills that will help you, including using your words.” He then highlighted
four words – ‘or,’ ‘but,’ ‘and’ and ‘yet’ – that
can each change a sentence’s meaning, depending on how they’re used.
“Many people use ‘or’ to frame choices or
reality for you,” said Goldfarb. ‘Or’ can polarize situations, as in, ‘You’re either with
us or against us.’ But life is more multiple
choice, so don’t let ‘or’ imprison you; there
are many shades of gray. ‘Or’ can mean
many options and different perspectives.”
He said ‘but’ completely changes the direction or impact of a sentence. “It exudes
negativity in the way you present ideas and
throws shade on the entire message,” explained Goldfarb. “But if ‘but’ is a villain in
the world of speaking, ‘and’ is a hero. It
connects phrases, maintains balance, keeps
possibilities open and signals positive intent
and alternate choices.”
As for ‘yet,’ he said it has “transformative
powers – the ability to preserve hope. So
keep it handy and ready for use. Don’t let
anyone shut down your dreams and tell you
what you can and can’t do.’
“Class of 2017, when you feel like your
possibilities are limited, your tomorrows
will bring your opportunities and surprises
that you can’t see now,” continued Goldfarb.
“As you go forth, remember, communication
is critical to your ability to move forward.
You are the listeners and speakers of the
future, and we wish you well.”
This year’s graduating class contained 86
honor grads – students with a 4.0 or higher
GPA. And one of them, Ebenezer Sampong,
gave the graduate address. “Seniors, look
at yourself – where you were, where you
are and where you will be,” he said. “As we
leave the path of childhood, remember to
dream – not only at night, but during the
day – of something beyond, something better, something higher.
“Out there is our future, our destiny, our
fate,” he continued. “Just beyond those
doors is the real world; it’s time for the birds
to fly. And whatever you do, keep moving
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From left: new graduates Annie McCarthy, Sarah
Kendall and Abby Boyles.

Proudly holding their diplomas are (from left)
Madeline McDuffy, Kirisa Roberts and Daniel Davis.

Photos By Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

Many family members help Senior Class secretary
Geetika Guturu celebrate her graduation.

Grad Tiano Caraballo-Garcia with (from left)
sister Maya, dad Juan Garcia, mom Sofia, brother
Esai and sister Jaya.

The new Fairfax High graduates toss their caps into the air in joy.

forward; and remember, you are not alone.
We all have someone cheering us on.”
Sampong then urged his classmates to
“have the courage to act. We each have a
talent, a skill, a worth, and no one can take
that away from us.” He thanked the parents, teachers and school staff for helping
them all grow and thanked the Class of
2017 for its “kindness, brilliance and
smiles.” Now that they’re graduating seniors, he said, “For this fleeting moment,
we are giants.”
Next, awards were presented to four noteworthy members of the Senior Class.
Sydney Suarez received the Outstanding
Senior Award; Charlie Flynn, Service
Award; Emily Deivert, Faculty Award; and
Eve Boggs, Fairfax Award. Then, after the
diplomas were handed out and the seniors
tossed their caps into the air in celebration,
they headed out into the sunshine toward
the rest of their lives.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Once-Hidden Life
Gets a Fresh Start
Former Mayor Scott
Silverthorne shares his story.
By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

ike all human be
ings,
Scott
Silverthorne is
flawed. But unlike many others, he’s determined to change his
ways for the better.
Granted, it may be
tougher for him since – after spending half his life as
an elected official – he’s still
in the glare of a public spotlight. Yet now that he’s a
private citizen, he has the
time – and, more important, the drive – to focus on
the work ahead of him.
The last three months
have been the hardest of
Silverthorne’s life. After being considered no less than
a hometown hero for his
Photo by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection
decades of public service to
the City of Fairfax, he found Scott Silverthorne standing in front of the Old
himself behind bars. Town Square fountains.
Caught in a police sting last
from my attorney, I couldn’t. But now I want
August, he was talked into bringing crystal
to share my story with anyone who cares,
meth to what was supposed to be a sexual
in hopes that it will help with my healing
encounter between fellow gay men.
and the healing of the community.”
Later convicted on a drug-distribution
Noting that he’s lost friends to crystalcharge, he was jailed just a few blocks from
meth addiction, he said getting arrested
the City Hall where, for years, he proudly
“probably saved my life.” But the circumrepresented Fairfax as a councilman and
stances of his arrest, and the aftermath,
mayor. However, his failing never involved
troubled him. “I always wanted to take redealing drugs but, rather, becoming adsponsibility for my personal shortcomings
dicted to them.
and for what I did – but not for what I didn’t
“I screwed up,” said Silverthorne. “I pled
do,” he explained. “The story’s sensationalguilty in March, after long consultations
ism grew over the months following my
with my attorney, Brian Drummond. I unarrest. Of course, it also centered around
derstand the law, however nuanced it may
sex – which was grossly exaggerated. I was
be. But I’m not a drug dealer, nor have I
not charged with a sex crime.”
ever been.” As a gay man, he said, “I wasn’t
From the very beginning, Silverthorne
fully comfortable with who I was, so drugs
cooperated with the Fairfax County police
– specifically, crystal meth – were a coping
and, indeed, was initially released on permechanism. My biggest mistake was ever
sonal recognizance. So, he said, “I was distrying it.”
appointed in their press conference [about
the incident]. They misrepresented the
ON JUNE 9, he was sentenced to the three
amount of meth as 2 grams, but their own
months in jail he’d already served, placed
lab report came back as less than a gram.”
on three years’ probation and released. Now,
Furthermore, he said, “I think the police
with the support of family and friends, he’s
had an obligation to tell the truth; they
rebuilding his life, and the only newspaper
greatly embellished the amount of the meth
he’s speaking with about his situation is the
and the sordid details about sex. The county
Fairfax Connection.
law-enforcement community had had a bad
“It was so frustrating for me, the past year,
year, coming off the killing of the unarmed
to stay underground and out of the public
John Geer and the taser death of Natasha
eye over this issue,” said Silverthorne.
McKenna, a female inmate in the county
“People were asking in public meetings and
jail.”
on social media why I wasn’t making any
See Silverthrone, Page 11
public statements. Under strict guidance
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Opinion
Losing One of Our Own
L

caught up with them a short time later in a
nearby parking lot and got out of his car armed
with a baseball bat and began chasing the
group. Torres was able to catch Nabra. His
anger over the encounter led to violence when
he hit Nabra with a baseball bat. Torres then
took Nabra with him in his car to a second location nearby in Loudoun County.”
Nabra’s body was found in a Loudoun pond.
Torres is charged with her murder, which police describe as a road rage incident rather than
a hate crime, although more charges could
come later.
All parents who have successfully raised children into a teenagers know fear for their safety
as they become more independent. We expect
our teens to be safe participating in events
based at a house of worship. We expect our
teens to be safe from violence. Nabra’s death
means that all of us now have a diminished
sense of safety; we all grieve with Nabra’s parents, who lost their beautiful and beloved
daughter during Ramadan, on Father’s Day. We
share their horror at what their daughter suffered.
Coming together in support of the Muslim
community in vigil, prayers and other support
has meant a great deal.

State Delegate (D-36)

ith the conclusion of
the political party primaries last week the
general election is now teed up for
Nov. 7. There were some surprises
coming out of the Democratic and
Republican primaries. Lt. Gov.
Ralph Northam easily won the
Democratic primary to be the nominee for governor even though there was discussion beforehand that polls indicated a tight race. Polling
for primaries is notorious for being inaccurate
because with a typically
light turnout the universe
Commentary of potential voters is almost
impossible to determine.
Former one-term U.S. Rep. Tom Perriello has a
great deal to offer and will hopefully stay on
the scene for future opportunities. Although
the term “establishment” was grossly over-used
in describing Ralph Northam, his service in the
state senate plus his active role as lieutenant
governor made him well known and greatly
admired throughout the state.
Justin Fairfax gained everyone’s admiration
after a primary loss to Attorney General Mark
Herring four years ago led to his active campaigning during the interim time making him
well known for this primary. He was also well
known for his work as an attorney. If you review the areas where Ralph Northam did well

W
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and compare them with where Justin
Fairfax was strongest, you create a
strong statewide team that will be
nearly impossible to defeat. Attorney
General Mark Herring was not challenged in a primary and will be on the
ballot to succeed himself in November. There is no one-term limitation
with the attorney general and the lieutenant governor as there is with the
governor.
The greatest surprise of the primaries may
have been on the Republican side to pick a
candidate for governor. Ed Gillespie who has
been mentioned for years as the next Republican governor of Virginia barely got through
the primary with a shockingly strong showing
by Corey Stewart who is known for his antiimmigrant work in Prince William County and
for campaigning with a Confederate flag. He
has the distinction of being so over the top
that he was fired by the Trump campaign.
Turnout was especially low in the Republican
primary, and Stewart was just over a percentage point in taking out Gillespie. It will be interesting to see if the folks who voted for
Stewart will vote in the general election or
decide to stay home.
The Republican primary for lieutenant governor was a slug-fest between two state senators with Jill Vogel winning after a mud-slinging campaign that left neither candidate looking good.
All 100 seats for the House of Delegates are

@FfxConnection
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Nabra Hassanen, 17, of Reston was a
sophomore at South Lakes High
School.
“Basically, the outpouring of support from
the Christian community, the Jewish community, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Bahá’í; everyone
is comforting to us,” Rizwan Jaka of the
ADAMS Center told a Connection reporter.
“People care so much and it means so much to
us.”
But we will all feel the loss of Nabra
Hassanen, and a loss of sense of safety here,
in weeks and years to come.
— Mary Kimm
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Worst fear of any parent of a teenager,
losing a child to violence.
ater this week, when area Muslims celebrate the end of Ramadan, a month of
observance and daily fasting at Eid alFitr, the surrounding community grieves with
them the loss of 17-year-old Nabra Hassanen
of Reston.
Nabra was among a group of teenagers who
were gathered at the All Dulles Area Muslim
Society for an all-night event
Saturday during
Editorial overnight
Ramadan, and who were returning to the center after going to eat at a fast food restaurant.
Fairfax County Police report: “At about 3:40
a.m. on Sunday, a group of as many as 15 teenagers was walking and riding bikes on
Dranesville Road. The group of teens had been
attending an overnight event at a mosque, the
All Dulles Area Muslim Society or ADAMS Center, and had left to go to a fast food restaurant.
As they were returning to the mosque, some
were on the sidewalk and others were on the
road itself. Detectives believe [Darwin Martinez
Torres, 22, of Sterling] came upon the teens
while he was driving. The investigation reveals
a teenaged boy on a bike began arguing with
Torres. Torres then drove his car onto the curb
as the group scattered. Witnesses say Torres

Fairfax

up for election this fall with a record number
of contested elections.
Historically it has been difficult to recruit candidates to run for the House of Delegates, but
events of the past year have brought forth more
candidates than ever before. There was a record
number 27 seats where the candidates were
determined by the primary because there was
so much interest in running. Democrats will
certainly pick up seats in the House of Delegates getting closer to shifting or sharing
power in that legislative body.
While I am uncontested in my race for the
House of Delegates you can still expect to see
me campaigning. It is a good way to stay in touch
with constituents and to increase turn-out for
the statewide elections. Expect a busy fall of
campaigning leading up to the fall elections in
Virginia that will send a signal to the nation as
to the public’s reaction to national events.
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Gov. Terry McAuliffe signing Del. Eileen Filler-Corn’s (D41) bill, HB 2257

McAuliffe Signs Filler-Corn’s
Consent Education Bill into Law
On Friday, June 9, Gov. Terry
McAuliffe signed Del. Eileen FillerCorn’s (D-41) bill, HB 2257 at the
State Capitol in Richmond.
HB 2257 builds upon FillerCorn’s legislation from 2016 (now
a law), which requires any high
school family life education curriculum offered by a local school
division to incorporate age-appropriate elements of effective and
evidence-based programs on the
prevention of dating violence, domestic abuse, sexual harassment,
and sexual violence. This legisla-

tion codifies that the law and
meaning of consent may be taught
in high school family life education.
“HB 2257 has been a multi-year
process for me building on my
healthy relationship education bill
passed and signed last year,” said
Filler-Corn. “My goal for this bill,
as it relates to the law and meaning of consent to be taught in FLE,
has been education and prevention,” she added.
The bill will take effect July 1,
2017.

703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Diocese of Arlington
Victim Assistance Coordinators
For Sexually Abused Minors
703-841-2530 • 703-841-2759
The Diocese of Arlington provides comprehensive assistance to anyone who as a minor
was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, teacher, employee or representative of the
diocese. Parents, guardians, children and survivors of sexual abuse are invited and
encouraged to contact the diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinators, experienced social
workers, who will provide a confidential consultation.
The Diocese of Arlington is committed to assisting
victims/survivors throughout the healing process.
For further information, see www.arlingtondiocese.org

St. George’s
United Methodist Church
is hosting its 13th Annual
Community BBQ

Saturday, June 24th
&
The BBQ begins at 11:00, includes Pork or Chicken
es
includ
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The
will be served on the Church deck.
ies
pupp
hushs,
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baked
aw,
colesl
meat,
of
e
choic
and a drink. Cost is $10 for an adult, $7 for a child
or $34 for a family (of any size).

a visit from the
FREE moon bounce, live music and
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Fairfax County Fire and Police Dep
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ter
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g malaria
and our support to preventing hunger and stoppin
from the
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ter
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these missions.
will depart in July--we appreciate your support for

St. George’s UMC, 4910 Ox Road, Fairfax,
(703) 385-4550 – www.stgumc.org

VA 22039

of the Ox and Braddock Road
St. George’s UMC is located in the vicinity
Intersection across
from University Mall
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Graduation 2017

Students toss their caps in the air upon officially graduating from
Woodson High School.

Photos by Thomas Kendziora/The Connection

Guest speaker Beth Cabrera addresses the graduating class.

Woodson Graduates State Champions
Boys’ basketball, lacrosse win state titles; 2017 class receives more
Ivy League acceptances than previous three classes combined.
By Thomas Kendziora
The Connection

hen W.T. Woodson High
School Principal Scott
Poole stood before the
Cavaliers’ graduating class
on Wednesday, he contemplated what it
meant to be a champion.
Several of his students were crowned
champions on the field this year. The boys’
basketball team, for instance, won its firstever state title in March, and Poole expressed how honored he felt to receive a
championship ring. Other Cavaliers were
champions in theatre, arts or academics.
Still other students have championed causes
or candidates. This word can take many
forms.
“There are hundreds of champions of all
kinds sitting in front of me,” Poole said, “and
the staff, as well as your parents, are proud
of the champions that you have become.”
Ryan Hilliard, who coached Woodson’s
boys’ lacrosse team to its first state championship in 17 years earlier this month, also
feels the pride that comes with the “champion” label, but he said he’s even more
proud of the players whose accomplish-

W

ments will always be remembered.
“Every time they drive by the building,
they’ll be able to see 2017 in front of the
building, state champs,” Hilliard said.
“That’s something they’ll always have.”
Woodson beat South County, with whom
the Cavaliers had split two previous games
this spring, for the title on June 10. For the
10 Woodson seniors whose career ended on
the highest note, Wednesday’s commencement was a little extra special.
“Walking across that stage … knowing
that people know they’re state champions,
I think that definitely means something to
them,” Hilliard said.
Five-hundred forty eight students graduated from Woodson on Wednesday afternoon at EagleBank Arena. It was the culmination of four years together; by student
speaker Hailey Wingo’s math, they spent
2,761,920 hours in high school.
THIS GROUP certainly made the most of
those hours.
The 2017 class received more Ivy League
acceptances than Woodson’s previous three
classes combined. The graduates have
earned over $12 million in scholarships. As
Poole said, the group features all sorts of

The Woodson band performed the processional music as graduates
streamed in, and later performed the national anthem.
8 ❖ Fairfax Connection ❖ June 22-28, 2017

champions.
“In 20 years, I can’t wait to read the newspaper and see my classmates’ names,”
Wingo said. “I can’t wait to see a Broadway
play and recognize a face onstage. I can’t
wait to be able to brag, ‘I went to high school
with them.’”
Students processed in at 2 p.m., and diplomas were handed out an hour later.
There was one award still to be given, however: The School Award, which is the highest honor Woodson faculty can present to a
student.
Emily Cabrera, who spent her time at
Woodson balancing tennis, tutoring and
technology club with her academics, was
the class’s recipient. Minutes after she was
recognized on stage, her mother stepped to
the podium as guest speaker.
Beth Cabrera is a senior scholar at George
Mason’s Center for the Advancement of
Well-Being and the author of “Beyond
Happy: Women, Work, and Well-Being.” In
her speech, she presented three tips for all
graduates to hold dear: be grateful, be social by connecting with others, and be a
giver by helping others.
“Your happiness does not depend on what
happens to you,” she emphasized. Even af-

Dr. Daniel Dominich, executive
director of the American
Association of School Administrators, is the keynote speaker
for the ceremony.
ter the highs of a state championship or the
lows of a college rejection, Cabrera explained, one’s happiness levels will eventually even out. As a result, those levels are
impacted more by small choices made
throughout the day.
THE THRILL of graduating might not last,
then, but the memories along the way will.
This senior class made plenty in nearly 3
million hours together, and even as the nowgraduates part ways for this summer and
beyond, they’ll take these memories with
them. The 2017 basketball and lacrosse
state championship banners aren’t going
away, either.
“Here’s to the friendships forged, the connections cherished, and the lessons
learned,” Wingo said. “Here’s to us.”

Students place their hands over their hearts as the color guard presents
the colors during the ceremony.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Education●Learning●Fun
The Women
in Search of
Excellence
(WISE)
Mentoring
Program run
by Northern
Virginia
Community
College is
designed to
address
challenges
faced by
young women
in higher
education.
Photo courtesy of
Northern Virginia
Community
College

Finding the Right Mentor
A mentor can brighten a
young person’s future.
By Marilyn Campbell

of mentorships, says Amy L. Best, Ph.D., professor
and chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology at George Mason University. “There are really
two types of mentors: those who provide guidance
and willingly share knowledge they have accrued
from their experience in the field,” she said. “The
second type are those who facilitate opportunity,
vouching for someone or helping the person with
points of contact in their area of interest. Both are
important.”

amyka Mason says that she was struggling
with academics, finances and time management. She knew that she needed to make a
change, but didn’t have a source for guidance. Mason discovered the Women in Search of Excellence THE MENTORING RELATIONSHIP develops best
(WISE) Mentoring Program run by Northern Virginia when mentors listen to a young person’s concerns
Community College and her life began to change.
and expectations [and] empathize and tailor support
“When I joined WISE, [I] was assigned [a] mentor and skill building around the teen’s needs and with
and learned how to speak about the challenges I was their input, says Short. “The relationship should benfacing and the goals I had,” said Mason. “[My men- efit both the mentor and the teen through exprestor] helped me dramatically … plan for future sions of gratitude, a sense of accomplishment, and
events.”
expectations for future support and success.”
The upcoming summer months offer teens an opEffective mentors are as interested as they are inportunity to connect with adults other than parents teresting and are forthcoming with accounts of their
who can offer guidance through mentorship pro- own struggles and the strategies they used to overgrams. Finding the right mentoring match can be a come them, says Best. “The best mentors listen first
life-altering experience, say experts.
and then lead. It’s not a one size fits all relation“Through supportive relationships with adult men- ship,” she said. “The best mentors are concrete in
tors, teens can learn how to develop practical goals, their guidance and work with attainable and flexidentify resources to accomplish goals … regulate ible goals. [They] don’t play favorites, but work to
emotions, communicate effectively with others and create an ethos of fairness and mutual respect.”
cope better with stress,” said Jerome Short, Ph.D.,
Tykesha R. Myrick works as a financial aid manassociate professor of psychology at George Mason ager at Northern Virginia Community College
University.
(NOVA) and is the founder of the WISE program on
The Virginia Mentoring Partnership (VMP) is a campus. The program, which targets minority
source for those who are looking for a mentor or women, pairs students with adult professionals who
those who want to mentor others. The organization’s offer guidance to the students, many of whom are
program managers train mentoring program coordi- the first in their families to attend college. “The relanators and mentors. Their goal is to increase the num- tionships go beyond academic accomplishments and
ber and quality of mentoring programs in Virginia. are life changing and life lasting,” said Myrick. “The
VMP maintains a database where prospective men- goal is to provide a holistic environment for these
tors or mentees can plug in a ZIP code and find the young women.”
closest mentoring program.
Mentorship programs such as WISE work best
“We provide support across the State of Virginia to when those being mentored are receptive. “The [best]
help align program practices that research shows mentees [respect] the mentor’s gift of time [and]
make high quality mentorship programs,” said Betsy recognize the importance of learning by listening and
Bilharz, Virginia Mentoring Partnership. “We recruit, ask thoughtful questions, and they are open and rescreen and match mentors with young people using sponsive to guidance,” said Best. “It is equally imthat set of standards.”
portant to invest not simply
Recognizing
that
a
in the best and brightest, but
mentoring relationship is not
those with the smallest glimFor more on Virginia Mentoring Partnership, visit
usually a relationship of
mer of promise. Good menvamentoring.org or connect.mentoring.org.
equals is an important aspect
tors move mountains.”

T

UNIVERSITY MALL THEATRES
Fairfax • Corner of Rt. 123 & Braddock
703-273-7111

SUMMER CINEMA CAMP!
10 A.M. Shows Monday—Friday
Proudly Presents
This Year’s Movies

All Seats $2.00, or All 10 Movies for $10!

June 26-June 30................................................RIO 2 (PG)
July 3-July 7....................................................TURBO (PG)
July 10-July 14 ................ ICE AGE: COLLISION COURSE (G)
July 17-July 21 .......................... ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS:
ROAD CHIP (PG)

You can read any of this week’s
15 papers digital editions here:
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/PDFs

Details

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Fairfax Connection ❖ June 22-28, 2017 ❖ 9

Graduation 2017

‘Some of the Finest Rams’ Sent into the World
Robinson Secondary graduates reminded on power of positive attitude.
By Alex Pena
The Connection

tudents, along with their friends
and families, filled Eagle Bank
Arena Thursday morning for
Robinson Secondary School’s
graduation ceremony for the class of 2017.
The Robinson Symphonic Band played as
the graduating students took their seats,
which was followed up with a performance
of the National Anthem, formally marking
the beginning of the graduation ceremony.
Two members of the SGA Executive Council, Claire Buckholz and Heather Thomas,
were the first speakers. Buckholz welcomed
the families and thanked them for their support of the graduating class, which led to a
warm round of applause. Thomas introduced the distinguished guests that were
on stage including Robinson Secondary
principal, Matthew Eline.
“His genuine interest and concern for the
potential of each student has not gone overlooked,” said Thomas. “We are sincerely
grateful for his efforts.”
Eline discussed how last year he had given
the senior class a book on attitude. He highlighted five different points from the book
including spreading positive energy, believing you can achieve your goals, being unafraid to take risks and more.
“A positive attitude can never be taken
away from you,” he said.
After this he acknowledged the staff members that were Robinson Secondary graduates themselves, students with 4.0 GPAs,
and IB Diploma candidates.
“When I look at the class of 2017, I’m positive, because I know we’re sending some of
our finest Rams out into the world,” Eline
said as he closed out his speech. “I am proud
of you, class of 2017.”
The class of 2017 held a contest to deter-

S

Graduating senior Matthew Oakley
waves to his friends and family in
the crowd.

Photos by Alex Pena/The Connection

The Class of 2017 seated and waiting for the graduation ceremony to
begin.
mine who would be the student speaker at
graduation. The winner was Gillian Hersh.
She warmly reflected on her time at
Robinson. Hersh told a story about how she
started a countdown timer on her phone
the first day of high school, and how that
countdown is coming to an end.
“Our paths may be different, but our paths
will be the same. We will all have a Lake
Braddock graduate working for us one day,”
she quipped, which was met with a bout of
laughter from the audience.
After a rendition of “Take Me Home” was
sung by the Robinson Singers and Select
Women’s Ensemble, Donald Warter of the
Senior Class Council introduced the Com-

Students line up to walk across the stage and receive their diplomas.
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“When I look at the class
of 2017, I’m positive,
because I know we’re
sending some of our finest
Rams out into the world,”

mencement Speaker, Bryan Hazard.
Hazard, coach of the state champion
wrestling team at Robinson, spoke about
— Matthew Eline, Robinson Secondary
a number of the great memories the staff
School principal
had with the graduating class. He pondered as to where the time had gone from
when parents brought their child to their Hyun Kim expressed her gratitude for the
first day of school, to the present where they teachers at Robinson, asking them to stand
have accomplished so much.
and be recognized. Senior Class Principal
“The world renowned poet Kanye West Scot Turner took over the microphone to
once said in his song ‘Homecoming:’ you present the faculty award, the winner of
reach for the stars so if you fall, you land which is voted on by the Robinson faculty.
on a cloud,” said Hazard. “And you guys The award goes to someone who represents
definitely reach for the stars.”
Robinson with honor and distinction, and
SGA Executive Council member Nam the winner was none other than Nam Hyun
Kim.

The class of 2017 throws their graduation caps into the air to celebrate
the end of the ceremony.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Silverthorne Focuses on Rebuilding His Life
From Page 5
So, said Silverthorne, “They were looking for a way to finally get something right.
They thought they landed a big fish; but in
reality, they arrested a drug user, not a drug
dealer. I have great respect for the rank-andfile law-enforcement officers, but have lost
respect for the Fairfax County police brass
due to the handling of my case. After my
close, working relationship with Fairfax City
police, I believe our team in the City runs
circles around the county police.”
After pleading guilty in March, he was
immediately incarcerated until his sentencing. He was in solitary confinement, his first
week, and then held in protective custody
with two other men, for the duration.
“I spent most of my time in jail reflecting, reading 15 novels and sleeping,” said
Silverthorne. “In truth, it was terribly boring for someone like me who’s used to being so active and among a lot of people.” In
many ways, he said, the residential, drugrehabilitation center he voluntarily placed
himself in last summer was “a much tougher
experience” because he was forced to attend drug-treatment programs every day
from 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
“One of the things I learned during those
five-and-a-half weeks in rehab was that the
issue was not so much drug abuse, but psy-

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

chology,” said Silverthorne. “Why do we use every day or every week; but when I
make the decisions that lead us down the did, I’d often use for three days in a row –
path of drug abuse? And, without question, and then not again for a month,” he said.
being gay had led me to internalize issues “While I’m not proud of what I did, this was
surrounding that. I spent the first half of a personal failing, not a professional one. I
my life hiding the fact that I was gay, and never used drugs when I was being a substitute teacher or conducting City business.”
the second half hiding my drug use.”
When people first found out about his
He said no one knew that he was abusing drugs – not his family, his closest drug use, said Silverthorne, they were
“shocked and angry.
friends and, most
But now they realize
especially, memI’m human and have
bers of City Countaken responsibility
cil. “I was disheartened that some citifor my mistakes. In
jail, I tried my best
zens accused them
to think about my
of covering for me,”
said Silverthorne.
future – righting my
wrong and rebuild“The reality was, if
— Scott Silverthorne ing my life – which
they had known,
is made more comthey would have
kicked my butt. Every City Council mem- plicated by my felony conviction. But I had
ber was shocked and amazed that I was a hard time focusing on my future because
of the uncertainty surrounding my sentencleading this lifestyle.”
According to drug-rehabilitation profes- ing. However, my planning will really besionals, meth use is rampant in the gay com- gin in earnest, now that I’m free.”
He considered relocating and starting
munity. And in many ways, said
Silverthorne, “After my first use, my brain fresh elsewhere. “But the majority of the
was rewired. Meth is three times as strong Fairfax community has continued to emas cocaine, as measured in the units of brace me and has surprisingly welcomed me
back with open arms,” he said. “So I really
dopamine released in the brain.”
don’t know what the future holds for me.
IN HIS CASE, he was a binge user. “I didn’t The literally hundreds and hundreds of let-

“I remain optimistic that
my future may be even
more fulfilling and
exciting than my past.”

ters I received in jail sustained me. I knew
from them that people care about me and
want me to succeed in the future.”
“If I wasn’t mayor, I’m not sure this sting
ever would have happened,” continued
Silverthorne. “But it’s probably the best
thing because I’m now on the path to recovery. I’m going to get a sponsor and continue going to NA [Narcotics Anonymous]
meetings. I’ll also reach out to people to
thank them for their love and support. I was
embarrassed that I had a problem; but once
I came clean and admitted it, it was liberating.”
Saying he’s “terribly sorry for the suffering I put my family, friends and hometown
through, over the past 10 months,” he’s also
grateful for the opportunity he was given.
“I want to thank my community for believing in me, supporting me and giving me the
highest honor of my life – to serve as both a
Council member and mayor of our great
City,” said Silverthorne.
“I remain optimistic that my future may
be even more fulfilling and exciting than
my past,” he added. “While I never say
‘never,’ I have no intention to seek public
office again because I want to explore what
other opportunities may exist for me. Time
will tell, but I’m hopeful that, over the next
few years, I will again earn people’s trust
and respect.”
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Entertainment
Send entertainment notes to the Connection at connectionnewspapers.com/
Calendar/ or call 703-778-9416. The
deadline is the Friday prior to the next
paper’s publication at noon. Dated announcements should be submitted at least
two weeks prior to the event.

ONGOING
Senior Line Dancing 1-2 p.m. Little
RIver Glen Senior Center 4001
Barker Court, Fairfax. Line Dancing is
a gentle, social form of aerobic
activity. Studies have shown it aids in
warding off Alzheimer’s disease. No
previous experience needed. Cost: $5
per 8 week session.
barbriba@hotmail.com 703-5243739
Fairfax Pets on Wheels New
Volunteer Orientation First
Wednesday of each month. 7:30-9
p.m. 3001 Vaden Drive, Fairfax. An
orientation for new volunteers
interested in visiting residents of
nursing homes and assisted living
facilities with their approved pets
through the Fairfax Pets On Wheels
program is held the first Wednesday
of every month starting at 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.fpow.org for each month’s
location. Prior to attending, please
complete the online application
found at www.fpow.org/volunteer.
Please do NOT bring pets to this
orientation. Also, see weather policy
for possible cancellations.
www.fpow.org, 703-324-5424 or
dfspetsonwheels@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Carolina Shag. Wednesdays. 6:30-10
p.m. Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.
FUN-Exercise Thursdays, noon-12:50
p.m. Grace Presbyterian Church
Family Room, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Inova certified exercise
instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current
events conversation. Muscle, Balance,
Strength Training using stretch bands
and weights both standing and
seated exercises. Instructor donation
is $5. moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703499-6133.
Exercise Program Mondays and
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. year-round at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Road, Fairfax. The
exercises are for strength, balance
and maintaining limberness. Contact
SCFB office at 703-426-2824 for
more information.
Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe).
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you
always want to converse in Hebrew?
Join Na’ama each week for
conversational Hebrew. You will
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun
and interactive way while learning
more about Israel. Free, however we
ask that you try to attend regularly.
RSVP Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.
Smoke Free Bingo. 7 p.m. Every
Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire
Department, 4081 University Drive,
Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot (with breaks
for smoking friends).
www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638.
English Conversation Groups
weekly at George Mason, Burke
Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice
and improve your English. Day and
start times vary. Visit:
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp
Stories From Strawberry Park 1011 a.m. Tuesdays in Mosaic,
Strawberry Park, 2910 District Ave.,
Fairfax. Enjoy a live interactive
performance each week. For ages 10
and under. Held outside in
Strawberry Park. Visit
www.fxva.com/listing/mosaicdistrict/2326/.

‘Desire’
Cheryl Wilson “Desire,” is part of an
art exhibition on display July 1-30 at
Fairfax Art League, Gallery Wing,
3950 University Drive, Fairfax. Cheryl
Wilson’s abstract acrylic and mixed
media collection of art entitled
“Remembering Alice” is in honor of
the artist’s mother. Visit
www.cherylwilsonart.com/ for more.
Funday Monday 10:30 a.m., every
Monday at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. There will
be music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. It is
open to children of all ages, however
especially for those who haven’t yet
started school. Programs are free and
open to the public, donations are
gratefully appreciated. There is
ample free parking in the downtown
area, and stroller access at the rear of
Old Town Hall on Main St. 703-3857858 www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts
Kingstowne Farmers Market
opens. 4-7 p.m. every Friday
through Oct. 27, at Kingstowne Giant
Parking Lot, 5870 Kingstowne
Center, Alexandria. Freshly picked,
producer-only vegetables and fruit,
from-scratch bread (including gluten
free), baked goods, kettle corn, salsa,
hummus, cake pops, fruit popsicles,
and ice cream. Email
Chelsea.roseberry@fairfaxcounty.gov
or call 703-642-0128 for more.

CAMPS & CLASSES
Art Camp. Various times July 3-7, July
24-28, and July 31-Aug. 4 at the
Woods Community Center, 10100
Wards Grove Circle, Burke or the
second location is Burke Presbyterian
Church, 5690 Oak Leather Drive,
Burke. Lessons by Carol Zeitlin. Call
703-250-6930 or visit
www.czartlessons.com for more.

JUNE 21-JULY 18
Snoopy and Belle in Fashion.
Various times in Fair Oaks Mall,
11750 Fair Oaks Mall, Fairfax. A
celebration of Washington D.C.’s
political style, dolls will feature
presidential outfits. Visit
www.shopfairoaksmall.com.

www.shopfairoaksmall.com.
Art and Lunch. noon-3 p.m. at the
Village Gallery, 3950 University
Drive, Fairfax. The Fairfax Art League
will be hosting an Art and Lunch
event, lunch not provided. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxartleague.net or call 703587-9481.
Chronology of the Civil War in
Fairfax County, Part I. 2-4 p.m. at
the Civil War Interpretive Center at
Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Preservationist,
historian, and author Edward T.
Wenzel will discuss notable incidents
from the first two years of war in
Fairfax County. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov for more.

SUNDAY/JUNE 25
Burke Historical Society. 3:30-5
p.m. at Pohick Regional Library,
6450 Sydenstricker Road. Susan
Gray, curator of the Fairfax Museum
and Visitor Center, will give a talk
called, “Get on Board for a Quick
Ride Through Fairfax History.” Visit
www.burkehistoricalsociety.org.
National Jazz Workshop. 7-8:30
p.m. at George Mason University,
Center for the Arts, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. The U.S. Army Blues,
part of the United States Army Band
“Pershing’s Own,” is the jazz
ensemble of the United States Army.
Free. Email dpurcel2@gmu.edu or
call 703-993-2787 for more.
Posipalooza: Positive Music
Festival. 7 p.m. at the Unity of
Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. Sloan Wainwright, Roger
Tomhave, Sue Riley, and Glen
Roethel will perform in a round-robin
format, engaging in banter, sharing
how songs were written, and creating
impromptu arrangements. $20. Call
703-281-1767 or visit
www.UnityOfFairfax.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 23
Rock the Block Concert. 6:30-9:30
p.m. at Old Town Square, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. The Rockets
in concert, alongside beer garden,
and city restaurant vendor booths.
No Pets allowed except service
animals. Visit www.fairfaxva.gov/
rocktheblock for more.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 28

SATURDAY/JUNE 24

THURSDAY/JUNE 29

Mosby Spring Bus Tour. 8 a.m. at
the Truro Rectory, 10520 Main
Street, Fairfax. Local Civil War
historic tour. Call 703-971-4984 or
email: dhakenson@verizon.net.
Häagen-Dazs Shop Grand
Opening. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. at Fair
Oaks Mall, 11750 Fair Oaks Mall,
Fairfax. Ice Cream store located on
the upper level near the main
entrance. Visit

Pleasure Train Concert. 6:30-8:30
a.m. at Old Town Square, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Local band,
family friendly event. Free. Call 703385-7858 for more.
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Tai Chi. 6:30-7:30 a.m. at Old Town
Square, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Wear comfortable clothes
and bring a mat. Class will take place
in Old Town Square at the pergola,
weather permitting. Call 703-3857858 for more.

performances. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov for more.

SATURDAY/JULY 1
Art Exhibition. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. at
Fairfax Art League, Gallery Wing,
3950 University Drive, Fairfax.
Cheryl Wilson’s abstract acrylic and
mixed media collection of art entitled
“Remembering Alice” is in honor of
the artist’s mother. Visit
www.cherylwilsonart.com/ for more.
Kidz Korner. 10:30-11:30 a.m. in Old
Town Square, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Summer in the City shows,
every Saturday into September,
weather permitting. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov for more.
Declaration of Independence
Reading. 1 p.m. at Historic Pohick
Church, 9301 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. Public reading of the
Declaration of Independence at
Historic Pohick Church by historical
re-enactor, the Rev. Dr. Thomas
Costa, portraying the Rev. Mr.
Massey, rector of Pohick Church in
1776. Call 703-339-6572, or visit
www.pohick.org for more.
Independence Day Celebration. 59:30 p.m. at Lorton Workhouse, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Community,
family friendly, music. Call 703-5842900 or visit workhousearts.org.

SUNDAY/JULY 2
Yoga on the Square. 10 a.m. in Old
Town Square, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Bring a yoga mat and water
bottle. Weather permitting. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov or call 703-3857858 for more.

Independence Day Parade. 10 a.m.
On Main Street in downtown Fairfax.
Visit www.fairfaxva.gov or call 703385-7855 for more.
Holiday Crafts Day. 1-4 p.m. at the
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax
Station. Crafts will highlight the
holiday and the railroads. Museum
members and ages 4 and under, free;
ages 5-15, $2; ages 16 and older, $4.
Visit www.fairfax-station.org, or call
703-425-9225 for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 6
Summer Under the Stars concert.
8 p.m. Veterans Amphitheater
(adjacent to City Hall), 10455
Armstrong Street, Fairfax. Main
Street Community Band. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov or call 703-3857855 for more.

SATURDAY/JULY 8
Lesson Zero Concert. 8-midnight at
The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. This band is from
Springfield. Free. Visit
www.reverbnation.com/lessonzero.

SUNDAY/JULY 9
Mason Family on Roosevelt
Island. 2 p.m. at the Fairfax
Museum and Visitor Center, 10209
Main St., Fairfax. Bradley Krueger, a
National Park Service Cultural
Resources Specialist for the George
Washington Memorial Parkway, will
tell the little-known history of George
Mason’s family on the island. Free
admission. Call 703- 385-8414.

JULY 10-14
MONDAY/JULY 3
Funday Monday for Children. 10:30
a.m. in Old Town Square, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Mr. Skip:
fun and songs. Weather permitting.
Visit www.fairfaxva.gov or call 703385-7855 for more.

Vacation Bible School. 9 a.m.-noon
at Historic Pohick Church, 9301
Richmond Highway, Lorton. For 3year-olds through 5th-grade. Free.
Call 703-339-6572 or visit
www.pohick.org for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 12
JULY 3-7

FRIDAY/JUNE 30

Drawing Plus Color and Craft Fun
Camp. 9:30-11:45 a.m. at Woods
Community Centre, 10100 Wards
Grove Circle, Burke. Instructor Carol
Zeitlin. Ages 5-8.Visit
www.czartlessons.com or call 703250-6930 for more.
Drawing Camp. 12:30-3:15 p.m. at
Woods Community Centre, 10100
Wards Grove Circle, Burke. Instructor
Carol Zeitlin. Ages 8 and up. Visit
www.czartlessons.com or call 703250-6930 for more.

Music on the Plaza. 7 p.m. at the Old
Town Plaza, 3955 Chain Bridge
Road, Fairfax. Music and dance

TUESDAY/JULY 4

Tai Chi. 6:30-7:30 a.m. at Old Town
Square, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Wear comfortable clothes
and bring a mat, weather permitting.
Free. Call 703-385-7858 for more.
Fashions and Tea. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
at Springfield Golf & Country Club,
8301 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield. Springfield Christian
Women Connection sponsoring
fashion consultant, Dana Elmini,
exploring the notion of “Simply
Comfortable.” In addition Gail Alicia
will speak about “Surviving the
Grand Canyons of Life.” $20. Call
703-922 6438, 703-913-9844 or
email SpringWmConn@yahoo.com.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Pat’s Masonry LLC
25 Years Experience
Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed
Class A Contractors License also Insured

For all your masonry needs
• Brick • Stone • Flagstone • Concrete • Patios
• Walkways • Retaining & Decorative Walls • Repairs

540-481-6519
www.patsmasonry.com • patsmasonry@yahoo.com
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To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411
Improvements

Improvements

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Bathroom and Kitchen Renovations
Handyman Services
Minor Electrical and Plumbing Services
Drywall Repair
Serving Southern Fairfax County

randy@rclhomerepairs.com • 703-922-4190

Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING,
MEN’S WATCHES,
JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY,
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net
Computers

Announcements

Announcements

HDI

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER SMITH
Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers
➣ Virus Removal
Announcements

Announcements

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038
Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

Announcements

Announcements

Announcements

Announcements

A Lamb Center guest receiving a dental exam at the free,
onsite clinic.

Free Dental Clinic Opens
The Lamb Center is providing free
oral healthcare to area homeless.
The Lamb Center (TLC), a daytime drop-in shelter serving poor
and homeless individuals in central Fairfax County, announces the
opening of a free dental clinic located onsite at 3160 Campbell
Drive in Fairfax City.
Before The Lamb Center began
introducing dental services in late
March, too often, the only free oral
health service available was an
emergency extraction. Today, TLC
guests working with a case manager can receive exams, x-rays,
simple restorations and root canals
at no charge. Beginning in August,
cleanings and preventive services
will be offered thanks to a partnership with the Northern Virginia
Community College Dental Hygienist Program.
The dental clinic is a natural
outgrowth of The Lamb Center’s
commitment to caring for the
whole person. Living in the woods
or on the streets is not conducive
to good oral hygiene. Mouth and
gum infections can contribute to
serious health issues, including
heart disease. Compounding
health challenges, poor dental
health can impact self-esteem.
“Your smile betrays your economic

Announcements

wellbeing. Imagine trying to get a
job with broken or missing teeth,”
said clinic coordinator, Sharon
Jones, a retired psychiatric nurse
and TLC board member.
Apprehension about seeing a
dentist is not uncommon, but it’s
worse for a person living on the
street. They might be ashamed of
their poor hygiene or scared of
receiving bad news about treatments they can’t afford. “Having
the clinic onsite, we are able to
listen to our guests’ fears and
take the time to reassure them,”
said TLC Senior Case Manager
Deb Haynes.
The dental clinic is supported by
a growing network of volunteer
dentists who share TLC’s commitment to offering hope and dignity
to poor and homeless individuals.
Oral healthcare professionals
interested in supporting the dental clinic should contact The Lamb
Center’s Executive Director, John
MacPherson at 703-691-3178.
In addition to dental services,
TLC provides hot meals, showers,
case management, pastoral care,
and access to medical and psychiatric nurse practitioners. Visit
www.thelambcenter.org.

Announcements

CLASSROOM AIDE/VAN DRIVER
KIDDIE COUNTRY DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER
9601 OLD KEENE MILL ROAD, BURKE, VA 22015
Aide To Assist in an Elementary Before and After School Program Van Driving
Required (To and From Designated Base Schools)
Kiddie Country Will Train Individual
Please Apply If You Are Good with Children and
Have a Safe Driving Record
Split Shift: 6:30-9:30 A.M. and 2:45-6:30 P.M.
4VUKH`-YPKH`.VVK7H`
Start Date: August 28, 2017

Phone: 703 644-0066 - E-Mail: kiddiecountryii@aol.com
EOE
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ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Good is not
good, where
better is
expected.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke serves
those 50 and older who no longer drive.
Volunteer drivers are needed for trips
(Monday-Friday) to medical appointments and
companion shopping within the Fairfax/Burke
area. Office workers are needed to answer
phones in the SCFB office (Monday-Friday) to
match drivers and those who need rides. Call
703-323-4788.

-Thomas Fuller

GUTTER

GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS
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TILE / MARBLE
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TILE / MARBLE

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 21
Financial Considerations for Caregiving. 1
p.m. at Insight Memory Care Center, 3953
Pender Drive, Suite 100, Fairfax. The financial
costs of long term care and long term caregiving
are enormous. Explore options for this important
aspect of caregiving. Contact Christi Clark, at
christi.clark@insightmcc.org or 703-204-4664,
or visit InsightMCC.org.

THURSDAY/JUNE 22
Fundraiser. Shop at a Whole Foods Market
located inFair Lakes, Reston, Springfield, Tysons
or Vienna and 5 percent of net sales will be
donated to the Fairfax County Park Foundation
to help Frying Pan Farm Park, Hidden Pond
Nature Center, and other Fairfax County park
programs.

JUNE 26-AUG. 25
Summer Lunches. The Fairfax County Public
Schools Office of Food and Nutrition Services
will be hosting the FEEDS (Food for Every Child
to Eat During Summer) BBQ program, a USDAfunded program is free to all children 18 years
and under and $2 for adults. There is no
registration involved, and open to everyone.
Meal service will be provided at the following
sites Monday-Friday, 11:30-1 p.m. No service on
July 3 and 4. In the Springfield area, FEEDS is
offered at the following schools:
❖ Springfield Gardens Apartments, 6116
Cumberland Ave.
❖ Springfield Square Apartments, 7000 Rhoden
Court, starts at noon
❖ Chelsea Square Apartments, 5734 Backlick Road,
starts at noon

THURSDAY/JULY 20
Lunch N’ Life. noon-2 p.m. at Burke Presbyterian
Church, 5690 Oak Leather Drive, Burke.The
guest presenter will be Elizabeth Gray, Esq. to
speaking on legal issues for older adults.
$10.Sponsored by Shepherd’s Center. Call 703273-5730 or see www.scfbva.org for more.

ONGOING
Positive Parenting Strategies Course. At
PHILLIPS, 7010 Braddock Road, Annandale. A
series of classes and in home consultations
taught by PHILLIPS’ counselors. Open to all local
families. Call Stacy Stryjewski at 703-658-9054.
Thermal Camera Loan Program. Learn where
the energy is leaking out of the home with a
special attachment for the iPhone or Android.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/energy or call 703324-5955 for more.
Master Gardener Training. The Fairfax County
Master Gardener Association offers plant clinics,
home turf training or speakers for homeowner’s
meetings. Fees vary. Visit fairfaxgardening.org
or call MG Help Desk at 703-324-8556 for more.
Fairfax Rotary Club Meeting 12:15-1:30 p.m.
Mondays. American Legion, 3939 Oak St.,
Fairfax. Meetings with luncheon and program.
fairfaxrotary.org.
NARFE Monthly Meeting Every Second Tuesday
11:30 a.m. American Legion Post 177 located at
3939 Oak Street, Fairfax. NARFE Fairfax 737
monthly luncheon meeting. Enjoy lunch
accompanied by a special program. Lunch at
noon. Cost: $11 Speaker/Program-12:45PM.
rrharney2@cox.net 703-501-0020
Civil War Research scholarship to a public or
private high school senior who resides in
Fairfax, Fairfax City, Prince William County,
Manassas City, or Manassas Park from the Bull
Run Civil War Roundtable in Centreville, Va.
Visit bullruncwrt.org for more.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Relatively
Speaking

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.
•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks
•Stone •Brick
Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603
www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst mistakes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

If you live long enough, it’s quite likely that
many of the family members/generations born
before you will have predeceased you. Moreover,
the family members born before them, two
generations-plus behind, are most surely to be
geshtorbin (Yiddish for dead) as well. The effect:
memory loss. Specifically, the memories lost of a
generation of great grandparents – and beyond,
you probably never knew or for whom you have
extremely limited knowledge; after all, you were
an infant when your maternal grandmother died.
And when your widowed mother died nearly
nine years ago, you lost what may very well have
been that final anecdotal connection to your
family’s history, especially if your Jewish and your
grandparents immigrated from Russia, Romania,
The Baltic States, etc. before World War II where
recorded history of Jews was evidence not
documentation.
It just so happens that in my family, in fact,
our closest surviving cousins, Ronnie and Gil,
who themselves are in their 80s, are alive and
extremely well and living with their daughter,
Jayne, in Massachusetts. This past weekend,
Ronnie and Gil drove eight hours to visit my
brother Richard and me. And though we are
regularly in touch over the phone, it has been
years since we were all together in Washington,
D.C. And being in their company, naturally we
reminisced – ALL WEEKEND. What spawned this
column was a comment Ronnie (a singer/pianist
in Boston for 25 years) made in response to a
question we asked about whether there was any
other musical talent in the family. She said quite
matter of factly that my maternal great-grandfather – who I had never met or even heard of
before, “was a cantor in Russia – with a beautiful
voice” (who never left Russia). “What! I never
knew that.” I don’t recall knowing anything about
my great grandparents, maternal or paternal.
You see, Ronnie was there almost at the
beginning. She was the first born to my mother’s
oldest sibling and only sister, my Auntie Lee. My
mother was the baby of the family – after two
brothers were born. As such, the age difference
between my mother and Ronnie was about 14
years, atypical for a niece and an aunt. As a
result, Ronnie was witness to lots of family history
that I thought might have been lost forever when
my mother died in 2008. As a few examples,
Ronnie knows who was present at my mother’s
“Auntie’s” house for Passover Cedar in the early
1960s. She knew that “Auntie” was my mother’s
mother’s brother’s widow, not my mother’s
mother’s sister. I certainly didn’t. She knew that
three families/our cousins lived together in this
three-story home and all worked together in the
family market: Levine’s. Still more that I didn’t I
know.
Another family connection Ronnie and Gil
reminded us of was a family line we have in
South America. Again, before World War II, one
of my maternal grandfather’s (Hyman) brother’s
Simon (Shimon) immigrated to Argentina where
to this day exists first (Eduardo) and second cousins (names I’m afraid don’t know) I’ve never met,
though Ronnie and Gil have met numerous times
in Miami and in Argentina (Ronnie and Gil used
to live in South Florida). The more we talked, the
more we travelled back in time. But I won’t selfindulge myself and bore you any longer. I will try
to wrap it up in the next paragraph.
My mother, Celia died in December2008, my
father died in December 2006. With their passing, my brother and I lost – among a million
other things, their first-hand, on-site accounts of
our Lourie/Blacker history dating back 150 years
or so to Russia/Eastern Europe, before any of my
relatives immigrated to America. Ronnie, my
mother’s cherished niece, knows as much about
our family history as there is still to know and her
husband of nearly 63 years, Gil, knows almost as
much. Their visit wasn’t just a weekend. It was a
lifetime. A weekend of a lifetime for which
Richard and I are extraordinarily grateful.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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