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Happy Birthday
Teddy Burstein, 8, waves an American flag as he watches the fireworks display July
8 at Oronoco Bay Park. More photos, page 3.

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

I
f you get ticketed, don’t say
you weren’t warned.

For years it’s been possible
to avoid metered parking along
King Street and adjacent streets by
parking for free for two hours on
the residential streets nearby.
Starting on July 14, new parking
restrictions are going into place
along the 100 block of Prince
Street to change that. Along the
cobblestone slope between Union
and Lee Streets, new restrictions
require any vehicle without a Dis-
trict 1 residential parking permit
to pay to park on the block for up
to two hours. Those choosing to
park and pay can either use the
pay-by-phone app Pango or pay at
a local meter.

The new restrictions are part of
the pay by phone pilot program
approved by the City Council in
November 2016. According to city
staff, the goal of the pilot program
is to provide adequate on-street
parking for residents by encourag-
ing non-residential parkers to park
in metered or garage spaces by
eliminating the free two-hour
parking on the residential blocks.

The cost for the meters is the
same as surrounding blocks, $1.75
per hour. The meters don’t apply
to district permit holders or guests
with district passes. Date-specific
guest passes can be obtained at
City Hall or printed online.

The pilot program expires in
March 2019, but city staff will
evaluate before-and-after parking
conditions on the block to deter-
mine the program’s effectiveness.

“We will evaluate how this has
worked on all of the blocks and if
it’s an effective tool to help man-

New Rules
Parking restrictions in place
along Prince Street.

The 100 block of Prince
Street

Photo by John Bordner/Gazette Packet
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age parking,” said Katye North,
principal parking planner. “At that
time we will determine whether it
should be expanded to other ar-
eas or removed from the Code. If
we keep this in the Code, the re-
strictions on 100 Prince could be
permanent unless petitioned to be
removed by the residents.“

For a street to qualify, 50 per-
cent of the residents on both sides
of the block must petition to join
the program. The blocks must be
adjacent to existing metered or
pay-by-phone blocks and must
have recurring 75 percent parking
occupancy. If a block does have
this, it can be reviewed by the Traf-
fic and Parking Board to poten-
tially have its residential spaces
metered.

A petition to add parking restric-
tions is available through the city
website at www.alexandriava.gov/
Parking. Questions about the pro-
gram can be directed to
katye.north@alexandriava.gov.
Completed petitions should be
mailed to Department of Transpor-
tation and Environmental Services
at 301 King Street, Room 3600
Alexandria, VA 22314.
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Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst mis-

takes that can be made in his subject 
and how to avoid them.
-Werner HeisenbergKenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for

The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As I bring our two cat carriers up from the
basement in order for “The Buff Boys” to accli-
mate in anticipation of their impending visit to
the veterinarian, I can’t help but think back to the
spring of 1976. That’s when an appointment to
mend my male cat, Tillie, nearly went very
wrong.

To this day, the circumstances still haunt me.
Tillie had been a surprise birthday gift given to
me in September 1975, along with a puppy I
named Gus (both named after a W.C. Fields’
movie, “Tillie and Gus”).

Tillie was an all-black domestic short hair. Gus
was a German Shepard/St. Bernard mix. He was
beautiful. He had a white-ish beige coat, floppy
ears and a curly tail.

Introduced to one another at 6 weeks old,
Tillie and Gus were the best of friends/siblings.
Though I made sure they spent their evenings
inside, during the day, both were outside. (We
had a fenced-in yard so Gus was confined. Tillie
however, as you might imagine was not. He had
the run of the neighborhood.)

Sure enough, one day, Tillie got into a cat
fight. His tail had been bitten and was beginning
to abscess. I knew I had to take him to the veteri-
narian. However, I was in college and had very
little money to spare. Nor did I have a credit card
either. (Those were the days before credit card
companies solicited college students.) In a finan-
cial bind, I called my parents and asked for
money (I did work in the dining hall all through
college but lived in a house off campus and had
the usual room and board-type expenses).

They sent me $25. (In my mind, I can still see
the check.) In addition to whatever other money I
could scrape together, I guess it was enough so I
took Tillie to the “vet” for repair. He stayed over-
night. The next day,  I got the call that he was
ready for pick-up. That’s when the event
occurred that has affected me/my animal-owning
life going on – four decades plus.

I went by myself. I had a car; a 1970 Ford
Maverick, but no cat carrier. I was, apparently,
planning on simply holding Tillie in my arms as I
had done the day before. However, the pick-up
was not nearly as uneventful as the drop-off.

Once I got outside the building, Tillie began
squirming (his tail had been shaved and had
stitches where the abscess/bite had been inflicted)
and broke free from my grasp. He ran off about
20 yards – or so to the rear of this modest one-
story building and stopped just shy of a chain-link
fence which separated where we all were to
another neighborhood – beyond my reach. My
fear: had Tillie climbed over that fence somehow,
he likely would have been gone forever.

Slowly I approached Tillie, repeatedly calling
his name as quietly and reassuringly as I could,
trying not to rattle, startle or scare him in any
way; presuming post-surgery, in an unfamiliar
place, possibly in pain, it might not take much
from his father to cause him to scamper off and
disappear.

As I casually walked toward him, amazingly,
Tillie sort of stood still, enough for me to scoop
him up. Which I did and then carefully walked
back to my car and drove us both home without
any further ado – except for the rest of my taking-
cats-to-the-”vet” life. And yes, that means now.

And though I’m not stupid enough to trans-
port cats without cat carriers anymore, I am only
at ease once we’re back home and have let the
cats out of their boxes and released them into the
house (all our cats are indoor cats). Throughout
this process, I must check the latches on their car-
riers a half-a-dozen times; in the house, in the
car, in the parking lot outside the “vet’s” office, in
the waiting room, in the examining room and
then again afterwards; back in the waiting room
while I pay, in the car on the way home and
finally in the driveway as I prepare to carry the
carriers/cats across the yard and into the house.
Once inside with the cats/carriers in hand, finally
I can relax. Home at last.

Forty-one years ago; it seems like yesterday, or
maybe tomorrow if the “vet” can see us. And
that’s what worries me. Been there and unfortu-
nately, have done that.

A Near
Catastrophe,
Always

From Page 20

Letters

at John Carlyle Square Park, 300 John Carlyle St.
The Carlyle Community Council, the City of
Alexandria and the Alexandria Economic
Development Partnership invites residents dump
their junk for free. College Hunks Hauling Junk
and Shred It will been site to securely shred and
destroy old documents, collect household goods,
electronics and more. Hazardous materials will
not be accepted. To view what materials are
accepted, visit collegehunkshaulingjunk.com or
www.shredit.com/en-us/home, or visit
www.AlexandriaVA.Gov/CarlyleFun.

Free Health Screening. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. at the
Alexandria Commons Giant, 3131 Duke St. or
Potomac Yard Giant, 621 E. Glebe Road.
Customers can receive free blood pressure,
glucose and cholesterol screenings. Visit
www.giantfood.com for more.

MONDAY/JULY 17
Commission on HIV/AIDS. 6 p.m. Alexandria

Health Department, 4480 King St. Contact
Nechelle Terrell at
nechelle.terrell@vdh.virginia.gov or 703-746-
4933.

MONDAY/JULY 24
Alexandria Citizen Corps Council. 7 p.m. Fire

Station 204, 900 Second St. Visit
alexandriava.gov/CitizenCorps.

ARHA Board Meeting. 7 p.m. Alexandria
Redevelopment & Housing Authority. Contact
Roy Priest at 703-549-7115.

to download eligibility guidelines and nomination

dozen times), before slamming the Vir-
ginia legislature and 18 other states which
have declined “free” federal funding for
Medicaid expansion.

Amidst the handwringing about the poor,
readers should instead focus on what the
liberals don’t tell us, which is (1)
ObamaCare was lied into existence by low-
balling the cost estimates, (2) it was writ-
ten by the pharmaceutical, health insur-
ance, and hospital industry lobbyists to
underwrite their business models with in-
surance for the poor as a byproduct, (3)
insurers are exiting the marketplaces in
droves because their lobbyists didn’t do
good math, (4) it is partly funded by mor-
ally repugnant taxes on medical equipment
such as a hospital-type bed for someone in
home hospice, and (5) Medicaid expansion
is funded primarily by deficit spending such
that the 19 stalwart states refusing it are
preventing the federal government from liv-
ing further beyond its means.

Liberals assure us that ObamaCare will
afford us a healthier, more productive
workforce, which will be good for economic
growth, but only a small percentage of these
reputed benefits finds its way back to the
treasury. By this perverse logic of deficit
spending, economic growth relies on red
ink.

Let me assure letter-writer Cedar Dvorin
[“Why Not Health Care for All?] that our
Republican state legislators are not “too
mean” to expand Medicaid; their sort is too
scared of constituents like me who are more
numerous in their districts and are moti-
vated to vote in primaries. Where we might
agree is that “Medicare for all,” which pays
for itself and covers everyone, makes more
sense than ObamaCare.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Bulletin Board

From Page 11
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