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Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) speaks with concerned parents and doctors about

what Medicaid cuts would mean.

CoNNECTION EpITOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC
703-778-9414 OR SOUTH@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Parents and pediatricians shared their thoughts on how the health care

bill would impact them.

Kaine Hosts Healthcare Roundtable

Roundtable highlights effects of Medicaid cuts

from proposed Republican health care bill.

By BAsMA HuUMADI
THE CONNECTION

orinne Kunkel, a Newington

resident, and her 5-year-old

son, Dylan, are just one of the

600,000 children in Virginia
who benefit from Medicaid. At 2 months
old, Dylan was hospitalized and went
through many different surgeries and medi-
cal procedures. Eventually at about 12
months old, he was diagnosed with a rare
neuromuscular condition called SMARD
(Spinal Muscular Atrophy with Respiratory
Distress).

“He requires in-home skilled nursing ser-
vices, and he also requires a nurse to at-
tend school with him,” Corinne said. “For
us, affordable and quality healthcare means
that Dylan can lead a fairly normal life de-
spite his medical issues. He can live at home,
go to school, and participate in the same
types of activities that any kid his age en-
joys.”

Dylan gets his nutrition through a G-tube
and relies on a ventilator to breathe. Med-
icaid provides the bulk of Dylan’s health
care costs. Though Corinne and her family
are covered by their private insurance, it
does not cover all the care Dylan needs to
receive.

Corinne and her son Dylan, among other
concerned parents, pediatricians, and chil-
dren were invited to share their stories at
Sen. Tim Kaine’s (D-VA) roundtable on the
Senate Republican health care proposal at
the Northern Virginia Community College
Medical Education Campus in Springfield.
The primary focus of the roundtable was to
discuss what proposed Medicaid cuts would

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

mean for the thousands of children depen-
dent on the program.

“For so many Medicaid is about enabling
them to live more independently, enabling
them to be more successful in school — and
that’s really what Medicaid does for our
kids,” Kaine said.

Kaine went on to point out that so far the
health care bill is met with strong opposi-
tion from Virginia residents.

“The response has been, frankly astound-
ing. In 18 days, my office has received
11,104 calls and letters about the Senate
Republican health care proposal. Two per-

[
Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) speaks
with Amy Clifford.

Amy Clifford and her son Declan of Richmond.
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Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) speaks with
Anna (left) and her mom Angie

(right), alongside their nurse.

cent of those are in favor of it. Ninety-eight
percent of those reaching out to us are
against it.”

Speakers at the roundtable included:
Corinne Kunkel and her 5-year-old son
Dylan; general pediatrician James L Plews-
Ogan; foster parent Angie and her daugh-
ter Anna; Jen Reese and her 9-and-a-half-
year-old daughter Cailyn; Kim Crawley and
her son Isaac; Amy Clifford and her son
Declan; and Samuel T. Bartle, MD.

The conditions the young children carry
varied from Cerebral Palsy, Metabolic bone
disease, genetic anomaly, and feeding tube
dependency — among others.

“[1t’s important to note] the ripple effect
Medicaid has in being present and being
absent,” said Bartle.

“It’s not dollars, it’s about lives,” he said.
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NEWS

Heartbreak an

By ANDREA WORKER

THE CONNECTION
‘ ‘ Izheimer’s disease will touch
every American family at
some time or other. There
aren’t many other condi-
tions you can say that about. Today,
Alzheimer’s kills more people each year
than breast cancer and prostate cancer com-
bined,” said U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-
11) to the attendees of the Town Hall meet-
ing at the headquarters of the National Capi-
tal Area Alzheimer’s Association in McLean
on Monday, June 10.

Connolly was one of several speakers on
the agenda, that included representatives
from the National Alzheimer’s Association,
the Agency on Aging from Fairfax and
Prince William counties, the Virginia
Alzheimer’s Commission, and the National
Active and Retired Federal Employees As-
sociation.

Cindy Schelhorn, senior director of com-
munication with the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, opened the event and Connolly began
the session with a personal story about the
disease’s effect on his own family. “My Irish
immigrant grandmother survived the boat
journey to America, even being robbed on
the ship. She worked hard. She saved. She
was able to bring her own mother and her
brothers over from Ireland. She wasn’t able
to fight off Alzheimer’s.”

Connolly told of his grandmother’s
strength from years of hard work “and walk-
ing to Mass everyday.” In some ways, said
the congressman, her physical fitness
proved to be less than a blessing after the
disease struck. “She lived a long time with
Alzheimer’s. Watching her fade away before
my eyes was one of the most difficult things
I had to deal with growing up. The worst is
knowing your loved one knows something
isn’t right, but there is nothing they can do.”

THE CONGRESSMAN has co-sponsored
the HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act and the Pal-
liative Care and Hospice Education and
Training Act, supported the RAISE Family
Caregivers Act and is a member of the bi-
partisan Congressional Task Force on
Alzheimer’s. But he is concerned. “The
President’s FY 2018 Budget, and many of
the bills currently on the table would wreak
havoc, throwing people out of nursing
homes and adult care centers, and severely
limiting care and resources for our vulner-
able seniors.” A threatened 18 percent cut
in the funding for the National Institutes
for Health “would gut federally funded re-
search ... it certainly would bring us no
closer to a cure,” said Connolly. “And right
now, there is no cure. There really isn’t
much in the way of treatment.”

“There are about 140,000 Virginians es-
timated to be suffering from some form of
dementia,” said panelist Sharon Davis with
the Virginia Alzheimer’s Commission, and
she says the effect of the disease takes a
toll on the family as well as the afflicted. “I
have spent more than half of my adult life
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The panel at the Alzheimer’s Town Hall included U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11), and representatives from the National and local Alzheimer’s
Association, Area Agencies on Aging, the Virginia Alzheimer’s Commis-
sion, and the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association.

Catherine
Bergstrom of
Annandale
relates the
hospital experi-
ences of her
husband, who
suffered from
the disease. “It
was a hospital
... and they did
not know how
to deal with
this condition
or situation. We L
need to educate
and raise
awareness even
to doctors and
medical staff.”

as a caregiver.” Davis’s husband is now a
live-in patient at a memory-care facility, suf-
fering from early-onset Alzheimer’s. Her
mother lived for 18 years with the disease.

“It’s a tragedy:. It’s a disease that robs them
of what should be the best years, time they
have earned to relax and enjoy.” As Davis
pointed out, it’s also a disease that can have
devastating emotional and financial impacts
on families, as many struggle to cope physi-
cally and financially to provide usually
round-the-clock care.

Stories of heartbreak and challenges con-
tinued, but Karen Hannigan with Fairfax

—

County Area Agency on Aging wants to get
the word out that there is help and sup-
port, for the patient and the families and
caregivers.

“We operate based on the ‘No Wrong Door
Initiative’ model,” said Hannigan.

That model means that persons who call
for help don’t encounter a “sorry, wrong de-
partment and we can’t help” response. “No
matter what, we guide you. Our staff are
‘field-trained.” We know the system. Let us
do the navigating and take away at least
that much stress from the situation.”

Negotiating the government regulations,

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly
addresses Alzheimer’s Town Hall.

the gaps between Medicare and Medicaid,
the insurance maze, and trying to find ap-
propriate resources while dealing with the
actual disease and its effects on the patient,
and possibly on the family as caregivers, can
be overwhelming. “Call us, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at 703-324-7948,”
said Hannigan. “You don’t need to know all
of the information. We do. Just tell us your
story.”

The National Alzheimer’s Association also
offers a helpline. “It’s free care consultation.
It’s nationwide. We work with agencies
around the country and can help you get to
the right people,” said Jane Priest, program
manager with the association. “24/7, call
us at 1-800-272-3900, or visit the website
at www.alz.org.”

Along with more assistance for patients,
caregivers and families, Priest and others
on the dais and in the audience want to see
more focus on education and training, as
well. The National Alzheimer’s Association
and the regional chapters are dedicating
more time and resources on outreach pro-
grams. Annandale resident Catherine
Bergstrom who attended the event wel-
comes this initiative.

Bergstrom related the experiences of her
husband who had to be hospitalized. “This
was a hospital, and they still did not know
how to deal with a patient suffering from
this disease.”

Sharon Davis of the Virginia Alzheimer’s
Commission added her own stories of her
husband’s treatment at hospitals and medi-
cal facilities that worsened his mental state,
instead of improving the situation.

“And what about a patient that can’t com-
municate to the emergency room staff be-
cause of their condition?” asked Connolly,
or even worse, the Alzheimer’s sufferer who
doesn’t have a caring family member who
can help “interpret” during medical trans-
actions or who can advocate on the patient’s
behalf?

THE OUTREACH PROGRAMS of the
Alzheimer’s Association seek to train the
general public, as well as doctors,
caregivers, law enforcement personnel and
others on how to recognize if someone is
suffering from Alzheimer’s or dementia, and
how to best react and assist.

Currently, there are no “Dementia
Friendly Communities” in Virginia. The
model, which seeks to raise awareness of
the disease and of dementia in general and
offer training and tips for real-life encoun-
ters is being tested in other jurisdictions
nearby. Toni Reinhart, owner of Herndon-
based Comfort Keepers that provides in-
home senior and elder care services, wants
to change that. This month, she is gather-
ing local service and community leaders in
her area to make Herndon a “proof of con-
cept” project. “Herndon is so community-
focused. Our leaders are very service-ori-
ented. I think it’s the best place to get this
rolling in Virginia.”

SEe TowN HALL, PAGE 11
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WEEK IN BURKE

Suspicious Death Investi-
gation Underway in Burke

Detectives are investigating the death of a 64-year-
old woman found dead in her home. Shortly after
5:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July 11, officers responded to
the 9100 block of Bloom Court in Burke after a fam-
ily member found Fathia Choukri unresponsive. She
was pronounced dead at the scene.

According to police, a preliminary investigation
uncovered suspicious circumstances. The Office of
the Chief Medical Examiner is expected to conduct
an autopsy tomorrow to determine the exact cause
and manner of death.

Updates will be provided as new information be-
comes available.

s
SHILLELAGHS

THE TRAVEL CLUB

Grand Canyon of PA, Aug. 7-9

Celebrating

Anniversary

Vandals Cause Damage to
White Oaks Elementary

Detectives are investigating after vandals destroyed
property in and around White Oaks Elementary
School, resulting in more than $20,000 in damages.
Police were called to the 6100 block of Shiplett Bou-
levard in Burke, around 5:40 a.m. on July 3 after a
construction crew found destruction and signs of
arson around the property. Damage was noted both
inside and outside the school, including on the newly
installed playground.

Anyone with information is asked to contact the
Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131 or the Fairfax
County Fire Marshal’s Office at 703-246-4874.

LIKEUS ON
FACEBOOK

our 52nd

$529

Includes coach from Vienna, McLean Metro or Grosvenor Metro, Rockville, 2 nights

hotel with 2 breakfasts & dinners, Sightseeing - Call for details.
Castles & Manors of IRELAND Nov. 4-11.

www.Facebook.com/

connectionnewspapers
$2,799

Includes air from Dulles, 6 nights deluxe accommodations. Daily breakfast & dinner &
daily sightseeing. Welcome coffee/tea/scones, whiskey tasting - Call for detailed itinerary.

Great Trains & Grand Canyons Oct. 1-6.

$2,375

Includes air from Dulles, 5- nights hotel. Daily breakfast, 3 dinners.Sightseeing - Call for

itinerary.
SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB

100 East Street SE, Suite 202 » Vienna, Virginia 22180
1-800-556-8646

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

703-242-2204

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.
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DR. GENE SWEETNAM
R. GRACE CHANG
T

OMETR S TS

* Family & Pediatric Vision Care
* Comprehensive Eye Exams ¢ Treatment of Eye Diseases
* 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
¢ Laser Vision Consultants ¢ Over a thousand frames in stock
* We carry all major brands of contact lenses ¢ In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network
Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP® Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION
5204A Rolling Rd.

Burke Professional Center
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-2000

www.drsweetnam.com ¢ www.sightforvision.com

Explore New Horizons

Apply today!
andrewsfcu.org/auto
(703) 822-5223
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OPINION
Problems for Public Health

Increasing the number of uninsured is bad
for the rest of us, and the economy:.

he proposed plan in the U.S. Sen-

ate to give the wealthiest Ameri-

cans massive tax cuts by cutting

health coverage for people who are
poor, have disabilities and elders, would also
affect the rest of the population, and the
economy.

People without health insurance face eco-
nomic uncertainty. When they do incur medi-
cal bills, they often cannot pay them in full.
This increases costs to providers and decreases
the ability to participate in the economy.

People without health insurance are sicker
than people with insurance, but
they also often can’t afford to
stay home from work, often ex-
posing others to preventable ill-
nesses. They are less likely to have flu shots
and other routine immunizations that protect
all of us, including those with the weakest im-
mune systems and those who cannot be vacci-
nated.

U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine was in Springfield this
week talking to people who depend on Medic-
aid coverage. He and U.S. Sen. Mark Warner
have been active in opposing these major cuts
to health care.

This bears repeating — here are some other
consequences of proposals in the Senate bill:

< Millions of people lose their health insur-
ance — 22 million fewer would have health
insurance by 2026 according to the Congres-
sional Budget Office analysis.

« In Virginia, more than 14,000 veterans
could lose coverage under Medicaid.

« States could opt out of the law’s essential
health benefits measure, which requires insur-
ers to cover 10 main benefits, including hospi-
talization, prescription drugs and other ser-
vices. That is, companies could sell health in-
surance that wouldn’t actually be health in-
surance. Would Virginia be a state that opts
out? Quite likely.

EDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

< Loss of coverage for pre-existing condi-
tions, including cancer survivors, people who
had transplants, people with asthma, arthri-
tis, high cholesterol, hypertension, obesity,
mental health issues, ADD, etc.

< Ending annual and lifetime coverage caps
would also impact people who get health in-
surance from their employers and the private
insurance market. For example, a serious acci-
dent or an illness that requires repeated sur-
geries or bone marrow transplants could put
any one of us over the coverage cap.

« Medicaid pays public schools for many ser-
vices for special education students, but the
Senate bill removes schools from eligible Med-
icaid providers, costing Virginia an estimated
$40 million annually; $3 million in Fairfax
County; $2 million in the City of Alexandria.

< $800 billion plus in cuts to Medicaid puts
the funding for most people who are currently
in nursing homes at risk. Many of these are
people who were middle class but outlived

their savings and coverage.

% In Virginia, the proposed changes to Med-
icaid would cost the state $1.4 billion over
seven years.

< Medicaid pays for much of the fight against
opioid addiction, including treatment. Cuts
would be devastating to efforts to counter the
wave of overdose deaths and other effects of
addiction.

% Coverage for mental health treatment, in-
cluding addiction treatment, is threatened both
by cuts to Medicaid and by changes in the pri-
vate insurance market.

% There will be greater need for Medicaid
over time. More seniors will be poor, as fewer
people who are retiring have pensions or ad-
equate retirement savings. The demand for
nursing home beds will be increasing as the
population ages.

Read last week’s editorial, “Killing the Poor
to Pay Millionaires,” here:
www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/
2017/jun/27/opinion-editorial-killing-poor-
pay-millionaires/

— MARY KiMM
MKIMM@CONNECTIONNE\X/SPAPERS

Send in Your Pet Photos Now

The Pet Connection, a twice-yearly special
edition, will publish the last week of July, and
photos and stories of your pets with you and
your family should be submitted by July 20.

We invite you to send us stories about your
pets, photos of you and your family with your
cats, dogs, llamas, alpacas, ponies, hamsters,
snakes, lizards, frogs, rabbits, or whatever
other creatures share your life with you.

Tell us the story of a special bond between a
child and a dog, the story of how you came to
adopt your pet, or examples of amazing feats
of your creatures.

Do you volunteer at an animal shelter or
therapeutic riding center or take your pet to
visit people in a nursing home? Does your busi-
ness have a pet? Is your business about pets?

Have you helped to train an assistance dog?
Do you or someone in your family depend on
an assistance dog?

Or take this opportunity to memorialize a
beloved pet you have lost.

Just a cute photo is fine too. Our favorite
pictures include both pets and humans.

Please tell us a little bit about your creature,
identify everyone in the photo, give a brief
description what is happening in the photo,
and include address and phone number (we
will not publish your address or phone num-
ber, just your town name).

Email to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or submit
online at www.connectionnewspapers.com/
pets.

Girl Scouts Need
Help

To the Editor:

Hi! My name is Ella. 'm 9, and
I'm from Girl Scout Troop 54029.
This year we are participating in
the 2017 Girl Scout Bronze Award.
The Girl Scout Bronze Award is
what junior Girl Scouts do to make
a difference in the world. These
are the steps we do for the Bronze
Award:

Step 1: Make a team

Step 2: Get together

Step 3: Pick a project

Step 4: Plan

Step 5: Make a difference

We are making a difference by
saving a life! Not a human life, a

life at the animal shelters. We are
making donation boxes for toys,
beds, anything for pets, really.

The thing my troop needs to tell
you is that we have a problem. We
need your help to spread the word.
We have put out donation boxes
around town

and need people to know about
them. Also, we hope people will
save a life at the animal shelter
and make a difference in the world
by giving these animals a real
home, a place to make them feel
loved.

Thank you for reading this let-
ter and know that if you do this
huge favor for us, you’ll save many
lives at the animal shelter.

Donation boxes are located here
until July 21:
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% Giant - University Plaza

% Safeway - Burke Center

% South Run Regency Pool and
Racquet Club

« Lake Braddock Community
Center Office

Thank you,
Ella Osborne & Troop
#54029
(Victoria Wood, Erin Ander-
son, Lilly Berry, Carys
Clayton, and Radha
Samuel)

Trumpcare Is a
Very Bad Idea

To the Editor:
Health insurance is more than a

policy, it’s peace of mind. It’s
knowing your family will be cared
for and not having to worry about
going broke when you get sick.
That’s why I strongly oppose the
Senate healthcare bill.

The more I learn about it, the
less I like. Robbing health care
from millions of Americans to give
yet another tax cut to the rich and
powerful is just plain cruel.

Our healthcare system needs to
be improved — we all agree on
that. But this bill would do exactly
the opposite — for no other rea-
son than greed. I urge Senators
Kaine and Warner to vote no on
the Senate healthcare bill.

Sara Gann
Fairfax
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ENTERTAINMENT

Send entertainment notes to the Connection at

George Mason, Burke Centre, and Lorton

TRY OUR

Libraries Practice and improve your English. Day
and start times vary. Visit: va.evanced.info/
fairfaxcounty/lib/eventcalendar.asp

Stories From Strawberry Park 10-11 a.m.
Tuesdays in Mosaic, Strawberry Park, 2910

connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or call 703-
778-9416. The deadline is the Friday prior to the
next paper’s publication at noon. Dated announce-
ments should be submitted at least two weeks prior
to the event.

SUMMER

GRILL

ONGOING
Snoopy and Belle in Fashion. Various times

through July 18 in Fair Oaks Mall, 11750 Fair
Oaks Mall, Fairfax. A celebration of Washington
D.C.’s political style, dolls will feature
presidential outfits. Visit
www.shopfairoaksmall.com/ for more.

Senior Line Dancing 1-2 p.m. Little RIver Glen

Senior Center 4001 Barker Court, Fairfax. Line
Dancing is a gentle, social form of aerobic
activity. Studies have shown it aids in warding
off Alzheimer’s disease. No previous experience
needed. Cost: $5 per 8 week session.
barbriba@hotmail.com 703-524-3739

FUN-Exercise Thursdays, noon-12:50 p.m. Grace

Presbyterian Church Family Room, 7434 Bath
St., Springfield. Inova certified exercise
instructor leads a moderate level exercise class
with music and current events conversation.
Muscle, Balance, Strength Training using stretch
bands and weights both standing and seated
exercises. Instructor donation is $5.
moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703-499-6133.

Exercise Program Mondays and Fridays at 9:30

a.m. year-round at Lord of Life Lutheran Church,
5114 Twinbrook Road, Fairfax. The exercises
are for strength, balance and maintaining
limberness. Contact SCFB office at 703-426-
2824 for more information.

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe). Wednesdays. 8:15-

9:15 a.m. Jewish Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax.
Shalom (hello) Did you always want to converse

District Ave., Fairfax. Enjoy a live interactive
performance each week. For ages 10 and under.
Held outside in Strawberry Park. In inclement
weather and October through April, storytime
will be held in Angelika Film Center. Visit
www.fxva.com/listing/mosaic-district/2326/.

Funday Monday 10:30 a.m., every Monday at

0Old Town Hall, 3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
There will be music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. It is open to
children of all ages, however especially for those
who haven'’t yet started school. Programs are
free and open to the public, donations are
gratefully appreciated. There is ample free
parking in the downtown area, and stroller
access at the rear of Old Town Hall on Main St.
703-385-7858 www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts

Kingstowne Farmers Market opens. 4-7 p.m.

every Friday through Oct. 27, at Kingstowne
Giant Parking Lot, 5870 Kingstowne Center,
Alexandria. Freshly picked, producer-only
vegetables and fruit, from-scratch bread
(including gluten free), baked goods, kettle
corn, salsa, hummus, cake pops, fruit popsicles,
and ice cream. Email Chelsea.roseberry@
fairfaxcounty.gov or call 703-642-0128.

THURSDAY/JULY 13
Draw/Paint Live Model. 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

at Old Town Hall, 3990 University Drive,
Fairfax. A clothed model will pose for artists to
draw or paint for three hours at the Fairfax Art
League’s Art&Lunch. Bring art supplies and
lunch or buy at local restaurants. Call 703-385-
7858 for more.

Seasonal Menu

featuring

- Pepperoni Pizza Dip
- Crab Wontons

- Peach and Blueberry
Aguas Frescas

- Salmon BLT
Salad/Sandwich

- Very Berry Salad
- Glory Days Reuben

in Hebrew? Join Na’ama each week for
conversational Hebrew. You will learn and
practice Hebrew in a fun and interactive way
while learning more about Israel. Free, however
we ask that you try to attend regularly. RSVP
Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.

English Conversation Groups weekly at

Yoga. 7-9 p.m. at Old Town Square, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Wear comfortable
clothes and bring a mat, weather permitting.
Free. Visit www.fairfaxartleague.net or call 703-

SEE ENTERTAINMENT, PAGE 10

- Lobster Roll
with Grilled Corn

Experience Re51dent—Ceﬂter0&_ >
Care at Our Newest Commumty 5

in Burke, VA

+ Assisted living and memory care

-

Three delicious meals served daily

-

community center
Our newest community is being built on the grounds of the historical Silas Burke House
in Burke, Virginia. Here, you can experience the very best in care and a robust calendar .\?&.; L,
of activities and events in beautiful surroundings. We look forward to opening our —~ T
doors in early 2018. SUNRISE

SENIOR LIVING

Sales Gallery & Models Opening Soon
9619 Burke Lake Road, Burke, VA 22015 | SunriseSilasBurkeHouse.com/Connections

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

At Sunrise at Silas Burke House, we'll offer:

Call 571-290-4973 to be the first to see
our decorated models this summer.

« Personalized activities and programming

= Conveniently near INOVA Fairfax Hospital
Close to dining and shopping at Burke

BURKE CONNECTION < JuLy 13-19, 2017 « 7



UNIVERSITY MALL THEATRES

J Fairfax * Corner of Rt. 123 & Braddock
703-273-7111

SUMMEL CINEMA CAME?
10 AM, Shows Monday-Friday o

Proudly Presents
““ChitpREN This Year’s Movies

All Seats $2.00, or All 10 Movies for $10!

July 17-July 21 ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS:
ROAD CHIP (PG)

g
DENTISTRY

July 24-July 28
July 31-August 4
August 7-August 11

KUNG FU PANDA 3 (PG)
TROLLS (PG)

BOCCE * BOWLING * TRACK & FIELD * TENNIS « SCRABBLE
Ta Volunteer Please Emall rsvpdvolunteerfalrdfax.org
‘ 35th Anniversary Season Runs Sept. 9-20,2017

TN

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

| LIVING HEALTHY LONGER |

REGISTER NOW @ WWW.NVS0.US
OR BY CALLING 703-830-5604

CYCLING » SUDOKU + BASKETBALL * & MANY MORE EVENTS

THE REGIONAL VETERINARY
REFERRAL CENTER

CARDIOLOGY

CATSCAN/MRI
DERMATOLOGY

EMERGENCY/
CRITICAL CARE

INTERNAL MEDICINE
NEUROLOGY
ONCOLOGY
PATHOLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

RADIATION
ONCOLOGY

SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150
VETREFERRALCENTER.COM
RVRC@EROLS.COM
OPEN 24 HOURS 365 DAYS A YEAR

Home Lil[e

Redefining Space

By MARILYN CAMPBELL

local interior designer believes in thinking
outside the box when it comes to making the
best use of space in one’s home.

“My advice to homeowners is to embrace spaces
within their homes as if they were never assigned,”
said Joe Van Goethem of Joseph Van Goethem Inte-
rior Design in McLean. “Depending on location, a
space previously designated as a walk-in closet can
be purposefully transformed into an intimate guest
bedroom, home office, or multipurpose wine cellar
and bar.”

Van Goethem followed his own advice when he
transformed a walk-in foyer closet in his home into
a multipurpose wine cellar, complete with a wine
refrigerator, beer cooler, ice maker and cigar humi-
dor. “Why a walk-in closet if it’s seldom used, and
only to become an open invitation for hidden clut-
ter?” he asked. “Envision new, functional possibili-
ties for every space within your home.”

Van Goethem, who not only designed the space,
but also completed the construction himself, believes
that “playing with scale and attention to every de-
tail are key when considering the transformation of
a confined space such as a walk-in closet,” he said.
“[The] closet had a nondescript narrow solid door,
glued-down wood veneer floor, shelving and hang-
ing rods, and one light fixture.”

In finishing the project, Van Goethem widened the
door framing to accom-
modate a new French
door and added storage
space for a concealed
television. He also in-
stalled an intercom to al-
low those in the cellar to
communicate with those
in the kitchen.

“I ripped up the old
floor [and replaced it]
with Spanish marble tile
flooring,” he said. “I
added a baseboard and crown moulding, and cre-
ated a grid of moulding on the walls which I painted
with Farrow & Ball’s Purbeck Stone. I installed Extra

PHOTO COURTESY OF J(I)E VAN GOETHEM
Interior designer Joe Van Goethem trans-
formed a walk-in closet in his McLean
home into a wine cellar.

Fine Arrowroot Grasscloth hand crafted wallcovering
by Phillip Jeffries within the recesses of the grid.”
Van Goethem said his goal was to make the design
of the new cellar consistent with the aestheticS of
the rest of his home. The
space includes a large
drum light fixture and
side lamps. An oversized
cabinet holds the
stemware and barware.
He added a commis-
sioned seascape painting
by California artist
Jonathan Koch and mod-
ern teapots by Washing-
ton, D.C. ceramicist Joe
Hicks.
“Details are important in design, but they are ev-
erything ... when transforming a small space like the
repurposing of a walk-in closet,” said Van Goethem.

CoMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

N
o JUBILEECHRISTIANCENTER
“Loving People to Life”
Worship Gathering - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sun. Evening - Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups
Visit our Website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9418

8 <« BURKE CONNECTION < JuLy 13-19, 2017
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o ™
PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCENEARNEY

This Alexandria home has a monochromatic, gourmet
kitchen and an abundance of natural light.

Small Home
Gets Big Honor

Old Town home is
in national contest.

n abundance of windows
and an open floor plan
helped a local home gar-

ner some national attention. An
Old Town Alexandria abode is a
finalist in the Living Large in Small
Spaces category for HGTV’s Ulti-
mate House Hunt 2017 contest.
Homes in this category are recog-
nized for a design that maximizes
the use of a small space.

“The open design ... gives this
small space an airy feel,” said Sue
Goodhart, The Goodhart Group at
McEnearney Associates.

The light-filled home features
modern renovations that include
a gourmet kitchen, a living room
with built-in cabinets and a steel

finalist

cable railing. The free-flowing
floor plan includes large windows,
while the fenced in back yard was
designed to be a sanctuary in the
middle of city bustle.

“Sleek kitchen cabinetry and a
stone table with seating for 12 al-
lows for grand entertaining for the
accomplished cook,” said
Goodhart.

The home is one of eight across
the country to become a finalist in
the category. Anyone can vote for
the 119 Princess St. property online
until July 18. See www.hgtv.com/
design/ultimate-house-hunt/
2017-ultimate-house-hunt/living-
large-in-small-spaces.

— MARILYN CAMPBELL

The patio of this Old Town home was designed to be a
backyard oasis.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Restdent simee 2012

Active and engaged, forever curious and living life to the fullest. These are the remarkable people of
Westminster at Lake Ridge. Here is a community dedicated o ﬂ'bsl::ring a dynamic lifestyle where
every day promises an opportunity to expand your interests or discover new talents—all with the
security thar comes with quality on-sire health services.

Now accepting wait list deposits.
Call 703-791-1100 or visit us today!

L/ WESTMINSTER

AT LAKE RIDGE

Wesrsiwater i Leake Risige is o CARF acreedied, wos-for-profiv,
T CATF PR R T
703-791-1100 | www.wirva.org
12191 Clipper Drive | Lake Ridge, VA

Q&

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY

DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

OUTSTANDING SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS

Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment
in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs
SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum ¢ Degreed Teachers ¢ Registered Nurse ¢ Music Director ® Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks ¢ Heated Swimming Pools ¢ Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
¢ Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents e State Licensed

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS
GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, Orange Hunt, Sangster,
Hunt Valley and Cherry Run Elementary Schools.
Emphasis on special events, sports, time for
homework; and student’s choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN

Registrations are now being accepted for the
2017-2018 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes
language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music
and physical development.

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY
OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

Burke, Sprindfield,
Fairfax, Lorton
Fairfax Station

www.kiddiecountry.com

KIDDIE COUNTRY
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.
Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facility!
Winner of American Institute
of Architects Award

BURKE CONNECTION < JuLy 13-19, 2017 % 9
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Gomputers Announcements Announcements
HDI We pay top § for STERLING, Make Your Vehicle
COMPUTER MEN'S WATCHES, An Ad Space And Earn
JENNIFER SMITH JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, S300 WEEklm
Serving the Area Since 1995 FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

= Speed Up Slow
Computers

= ¥irus Removal

= Computer Setup

Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

Jennifer@ HIMComputerSolotions.com

f

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

For Sale

5 acres - Lorton - Ox Road.

Sub-dividable, 1 or 2 houses
and/or winery/brewery/distillary,
£499,000.

Call Bob 703-690-6969

Earn $300 weekly when you drive
your vehicle with an Ad on it.
Vinyl graphic sheets are installed
for free by the Advertiser and you
earn $300 by just driving to your
narmal routine places,
Contact:
Conceptcarwrap@gmail.com
or text (305) 501-0507 to apply.

LIKE US ON

ENTERTAINMENT

From PACE 7

587-9481 for more.

Free Children’s Concert. 6:30-8:30
p.m. at Veteran’s Amphitheater,
10485 Armstrong St., Fairfax. Free
balloons and ice cream, concert
featuring favorites from Disney and
Loony Tunes, face painting,
instrument petting zoo. Visit
www.fairfaxband.org or call 571-
265-6868 for more.

Summer Under the Stars Concert.
7:30 p.m. Veterans Amphitheater
(adjacent to City Hall), 10455
Armstrong St., Fairfax. Children’s
Concert - City of Fairfax Band. Visit
www.fairfaxband.org or call 703-
385-7855 for more.

JULY 13-15

Fairfax Musical. 7 p.m. at Lorton
Workhouse Art Center, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. The Class
Act Players Theatre Company
presents “The Complete History of
Fairfax: The Musical” as a part of
Fairfax County’s 275th anniversary
celebration. Visit
www.workhousearts.org for more.

385-7855 for more.

SATURDAY/JULY 22
Mount Vernon Nights Concert

Series. 6 p.m. at Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Free
old-time musical performance by the
Sheets Family. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances or call 703-780-7518.

Topgolf and a DJ. 7-10 p.m. at

Topgolf, 6625 S Van Dorn St. Golf,
music from Radyus DJ, food and
drink. Visit https://topgolf.com/us/
alexandria/ or call 703-924-2600.

SUNDAY/JULY 23
Z Scale Model Train Show. 1-4 p.m.

at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station Road
in Fairfax Station. Z scale is the
smallest mass-marketed model train
available anywhere. Museum
members and ages 4 and under, free;
ages 5-15, $2; ages 16 and older, $4.
Visit www.fairfax-station.org, or call
703-425-9225 for more.

FACEBOOK

JULY 24-28

Improvements .
Fine Arts and Crafts Camp. 12:30-

Improvements

Bathroom and Kitchen Renovations
Handyman Services
Minor Electrical and Plumbing Services
Drywall Repair
Serving Southern Fairfax County
randy@rclhomerepairs.com » 703-922-4190

Ann_uunclemerlts ﬁ.nnnunnements

OUTER BANKS. NC - VACATION RENTALS

Over 600 vacation
homas frnm

by VA CAROLINA BUILDI

FACTORY DIRECT
WE FINANCE. SINGLE WIDES

CALL 800-893-1242 ~outygs

WWW.METALROOFOVER.COM

15, INC

If you've quit reading due to

MACULAR DEGENERATION

Special low vision glasses
may help you enjoy
reading again.

Call for a FREE phone consultation

=

with Dr. Armstrong, Optometrist i
Cffices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia

Learn more at: www . VirginialLowVision.com
Armstrong (866) 321-2030

Dr. David L.,

10 % BURKE CONNECTION < JuLry 13-19, 2017

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

NEWSPAPERS

An expert is someone who
knows some of the worst
mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

The Fairfax Salvation Army will be
hosting an indoor yard sale. Various
items are being collected and all
proceeds benefit local Fairfax
Salvation Army Youth Programs.
Email nansi.canasayala@
uss.salvationarmy.org or call 703-
385-8700 for more.

Mount Vernon Nights Concert
Series. 6 p.m. at Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton.
Traditional country musical
performance by Robin and Linda
Williams. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances or call 703-780-7518.

Topgolf and a DJ. 7 p.m. at Topgolf,
6625 S. Van Dorn St. Golf, music

from Mike Krowe DJ, food and drink.

Visit https://topgolf.com/us/
alexandria/ or call 703-924-2600.

SUNDAY/JULY 16

Battle of the Bands. 3-8 p.m. at
Lakeside Park/Royal Lake, 5216
Pommeroy Drive, Fairfax. Braddock
District’s Battle of the Bands. Ten
bands, three food trucks. Music,
neighbors and food. If it rains, it’s
cancelled. Email
Linda.Bufano@fairfaxcounty.gov or
call 703-425-9300 for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 19

Pop Up Adventure Playground. 10
a.m.-noon at Thaiss Park, 3401
Pickett Road, Fairfax. LEGO, Games,
Crafts, Coding and more! This
program is free, no registration

required, and all ages welcome. Child

care is not provided. Parents or

guardians are required to attend with

children not old enough to walk to
and play in the park on their own.
Call 703-385-7858 or email

karen.lussier@fairfaxva.gov for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 20

Lunch N’ Life. noon-2 p.m. at Burke
Presbyterian Church, 5690 Oak
Leather Drive, Burke.The guest
presenter will be Elizabeth Gray,
Esq., speaking on legal issues for
older adults. $10. Sponsored by
Shepherd’s Center. Call 703-273-
5730 or see www.scfbva.org for
more.

Summer Under the Stars concert.
8 p.m. Veterans Amphitheater
(adjacent to City Hall), 10455
Armstrong St., Fairfax. Alte
Kameraden band. Visit
www.fairfaxband.org or call 703-

www.Facebook.com f SATURDAY/JULY 15 3:15 p.m. at Burke Presbyterian
7 Indoor Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at Church,5690 Oak Leather Drive
RCL HOM E RE Pﬂ I Rs connectionnews pﬂ pE I's Indoor Gym, 4915 Ox Road, Fairfax. Instructor Carol Zeitlin. Drawing
and/or watercolor, mixed medias.

Ages 8 and up. Visit
www.czartlessons.com or call 703-
250-6930 for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 26
Pop Up Adventure Playground. 10

a.m.-noon at Kutner Park, 3901
Jermantown Rd, Fairfax. LEGO,
Games, Crafts, Coding and more!
This program is free, no registration
required, and all ages welcome. Child
care is not provided. Parents or
guardians are required to attend with
children not old enough to walk to
and play in the park on their own.
Call 703-385-7858 or email
karen.lussier@fairfaxva.gov for more.

FRIDAY/JULY 28
Rock the Block. 6:30-9:30 p.m. at Old

Town Square, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. “The Reagan Years,” ’80’s
band is featured. Food available,
Bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit
on, children can wear swim suits and
bring towels to enjoy the spray pad!
www.fairfaxva.gov/rocktheblock

SATURDAY/JULY 29
Taste of Springfield. noon-6 p.m.

outdoors event at the Springfield
Town Center, 6500 Springfield Mall
Drive. Locally focused, family
friendly ‘feast-ival’ with tastings,
entertainments and activities for all
ages. Weather dependent. Visit
www.tasteofspringfield.com for
more.

Mount Vernon Nights Concert

Series. 6 p.m. at Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Free
musical performance by Jarekus
Singleton. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances or call 703-780-7518.

SUNDAY/JULY 30
G-Scale Model Train Show. 10 a.m.-

5 p.m. at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. The
Washington, Virginia & Maryland
Garden Railway Society (WVMGRS)
will have a G-Scale train display
running. 4 and under free; ages 5-15,
$2; ages 16 and older,$4. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org or call 703-
425-9225 for more.

Yoga on the Square. 10 a.m. at Old

Town Square, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Bring a yoga mat and a water
bottle. Call 703-385-7858

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



BULLETIN BOARD

Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or call 703-
778-9416. The deadline for submissions is the Friday
prior to publication. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke serves
those 50 and older who no longer drive.
Volunteer drivers are needed for trips
(Monday-Friday) to medical appointments and
companion shopping within the Fairfax/Burke
area. Office workers are needed to answer
phones in the SCFB office (Monday-Friday) to
match drivers and those who need rides. Call
703-323-4788.

THROUGH AUG. 25

Summer Lunches, Free for all Children, $2
for adults. The Fairfax County Public Schools
Office of Food and Nutrition Services will be
hosting the FEEDS (Food for Every Child to Eat
During Summer) BBQ program, a USDA-funded
program is free to all children 18 years and
under and $2 for adults. There is no registration
involved, and open to everyone. Meal service
will be provided at the following sites Monday-
Friday, 11:30-1 p.m. In the Springfield area,
FEEDS is offered at the following schools:

* Springfield Gardens Apartments, 6116
Cumberland Ave.

* Springfield Square Apartments, 7000 Rhoden
Court, starts at noon

* Chelsea Square Apartments, 5734 Backlick Road,
starts at noon

SATURDAY/JULY 15

Free Health Screening. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Braddock Road Giant, 10653 Braddock Road,
Fairfax. Customers can receive free blood
pressure, glucose and cholesterol screenings.
Visit www.giantfood.com for more.

JULY 17-21

Adult Bible School. 9 a.m.-noon at Harvester
Presbyterian Church, 7800 Rolling Road,
Springfield. Free. Email
office@harvesterpca.org, call 703-455-7800 or
visit www.harvesterpca.org for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 20

Lunch N’ Life. noon-2 p.m. at Burke Presbyterian
Church, 5690 Oak Leather Drive, Burke.The
guest presenter will be Elizabeth Gray, Esq. to
speaking on legal issues for older adults.
$10.Sponsored by Shepherd’s Center. Call 703-
273-5730 or see www.scfbva.org for more.

ONGOING

Positive Parenting Strategies Course. At
PHILLIPS, 7010 Braddock Road, Annandale. A
series of classes and in home consultations
taught by PHILLIPS’ counselors. Open to all local
families. Call Stacy Stryjewski at 703-658-9054.

Thermal Camera Loan Program. Learn where
the energy is leaking out of the home with a
special attachment for the iPhone or Android.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/energy or call 703-
324-5955 for more.

Master Gardener Training. The Fairfax County
Master Gardener Association offers plant clinics,
home turf training or speakers for homeowner’s
meetings. Fees vary. Visit fairfaxgardening.org
or call MG Help Desk at 703-324-8556 for more.

Town Hall

FrROM PACE 4

Connolly applauded all of these efforts,
as he pledged to continue to fight for
Alzheimer’s funding. “There are 1.1 million
people in Fairfax County. Eleven percent are
over 65. The fastest growing population is
over 80. This is an issue that won’t just go
away. We need to take action now. Contact
your members of Congress — and not just
the ‘friendlies!” We have a ‘moon-shot’ for
fighting cancer. Well, we need a ‘moon-shot’
to fight Alzheimer’s disease.”

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL LANDSCAPING

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting

K& D ELECTRIC

Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
ol ~ Office 703-335-0654

Computer Network Cabling  psobiie 703-499-0522

Service Upgrades ]

Hot Tubs, etc... lektrkman28@gmail.com

Good is not
A&S CONSTRUCTION good, where
SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Leaf Removal expected.
Hauling.
-Thomas Fuller
703-863-7465

*x Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned |
r~ Small Repairs » Gutter Guards !

€ PINNACLE SERVICES (g5 557
3 L licfins 703 802 0483 free est. (=

2 email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com :
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price! =

Power Washing

Go from green to claan, do you have
mald on your siding rotten wood thal's
& hoa volation? We do houses, decks,
leivcas, sido walks, elc. Deck and fence

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured = Free Estimates
email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

A&S Landscaping

e All Concrete work

¢ Retaining Walls » Patios

¢ Decks ¢ Porches (incl.
screened) » Erosion &
Grading Solutions

¢ French Drains ¢ Sump Pumps

« Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

RN. CONTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Maojor Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded » Free Estimates = Class A Lic

uh(}”l. 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractersinc@gmail.com .!.
www.rncontractors.com

L L D L L T L N I T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

=~ GUTTER CLEANING /-

Patios ¢ Drainage

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

* Planting & Landscaping Design

¢+ Drainage & Water Problems

* Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

*+ Patios and Walks « Masonry Work or Dry Laid
* Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
+ Retaining walls of all types

Alf work Guaranteed

eConcrete Driveways
ePatios *Sidewalks
eStone *Brick
Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 « MD: (301) 316-1603

Ifredos Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst mis-
takes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

:
:

| SUBMIT YOUR LETTE

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

RIRIRIRIRIRIREERIRIRERERERER

BATHROOM REMODELING

by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and MNatural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

IR e e e e e e e e
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A Near
Catastrophe,
Always

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As | bring our two cat carriers up from the
basement in order for “The Buff Boys” to accli-
mate in anticipation of their impending visit to
the veterinarian, | can’t help but think back to the
spring of 1976. That's when an appointment to
mend my male cat, Tillie, nearly went very
wrong.

To this day, the circumstances still haunt me.
Tillie had been a surprise birthday gift given to
me in September 1975, along with a puppy |
named Gus (both named after a W.C. Fields’
movie, “Tillie and Gus”).

Tillie was an all-black domestic short hair. Gus
was a German Shepard/St. Bernard mix. He was
beautiful. He had a white-ish beige coat, floppy
ears and a curly tail.

Introduced to one another at 6 weeks old,
Tillie and Gus were the best of friends/siblings.
Though I made sure they spent their evenings
inside, during the day, both were outside. (We
had a fenced-in yard so Gus was confined. Tillie
however, as you might imagine was not. He had
the run of the neighborhood.)

Sure enough, one day, Tillie got into a cat
fight. His tail had been bitten and was beginning
to abscess. | knew | had to take him to the veteri-
narian. However, | was in college and had very
little money to spare. Nor did | have a credit card
either. (Those were the days before credit card
companies solicited college students.) In a finan-
cial bind, | called my parents and asked for
money (I did work in the dining hall all through
college but lived in a house off campus and had
the usual room and board-type expenses).

They sent me $25. (In my mind, | can still see
the check.) In addition to whatever other money |
could scrape together, | guess it was enough so |
took Tillie to the “vet” for repair. He stayed over-
night. The next day, | got the call that he was
ready for pick-up. That's when the event
occurred that has affected me/my animal-owning
life going on — four decades plus.

I'went by myself. | had a car; a 1970 Ford
Maverick, but no cat carrier. | was, apparently,
planning on simply holding Tillie in my arms as |
had done the day before. However, the pick-up
was not nearly as uneventful as the drop-off.

Once | got outside the building, Tillie began
squirming (his tail had been shaved and had
stitches where the abscess/bite had been inflicted)
and broke free from my grasp. He ran off about
20 yards — or so to the rear of this modest one-
story building and stopped just shy of a chain-link
fence which separated where we all were to
another neighborhood — beyond my reach. My
fear: had Tillie climbed over that fence somehow,
he likely would have been gone forever.

Slowly I approached Tillie, repeatedly calling
his name as quietly and reassuringly as | could,
trying not to rattle, startle or scare him in any
way; presuming post-surgery, in an unfamiliar
place, possibly in pain, it might not take much
from his father to cause him to scamper off and
disappear.

As | casually walked toward him, amazingly,
Tillie sort of stood still, enough for me to scoop
him up. Which I did and then carefully walked
back to my car and drove us both home without
any further ado — except for the rest of my taking-
cats-to-the-"vet” life. And yes, that means now.

And though I'm not stupid enough to trans-
port cats without cat carriers anymore, | am only
at ease once we're back home and have let the
cats out of their boxes and released them into the
house (all our cats are indoor cats). Throughout
this process, | must check the latches on their car-
riers a half-a-dozen times; in the house, in the
car, in the parking lot outside the “vet's” office, in
the waiting room, in the examining room and
then again afterwards; back in the waiting room
while | pay, in the car on the way home and
finally in the driveway as | prepare to carry the
carriers/cats across the yard and into the house.
Once inside with the cats/carriers in hand, finally
I can relax. Home at last.

Forty-one years ago; it seems like yesterday, or
maybe tomorrow if the “vet” can see us. And
that's what worries me. Been there and unfortu-
nately, have done that.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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