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T
he Alexandria Police Department has
charged the suspect in a fatal stabbing that
occurred on Thursday, Sept. 14, in the 900

block of N. Henry Street.
Melvin Williams, a 23-year-old city resident was

charged with first degree murder on Friday, Sept,
15. Williams is being held without bond.

At a North End Quality of Life Work Group meet-
ing, Police Officer Bartholomew Bailey updated the
group on the attack and said the incident was con-

sidered a domestic incident and occurred between
two people who were in a relationship.

According to Laura Binz, communications officer
for the Police Department, a second victim was
stabbed by Williams and was in critical condition,
but was released from the hospital on Sept. 19.

This investigation is ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation about this incident is asked to contact De-
tective Loren King at 703-746-6689.

— Vernon Miles

Arrest Follows Domestic Homicide

By Jeanne Theismann
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M
ore than 55 vol-
unteers gath-
ered Sept. 14 to
join forces with

Rebuilding Together Alexandria
and Fannie Mae to build a new
teen center inside the Charles
Houston Recreation Center.

“This is going to be an amaz-
ing space when it gets fin-
ished,” said Rebuilding To-
gether executive director
Katharine Dixon.

Rebuilding Together Alexan-
dria and Fannie Mae partnered
with the Alexandria Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities
Department to build a teen cen-
ter in the Parker Gray neighbor-
hood. With community input,

a design was created by architec-
tural firms Little and Cooper Carry.

Volunteers from Fannie Mae and
Balfour Beatty built window stor-
age benches, assembled storage
bins and a work island, went
through 21 gallons of paint and
built a stage platform, all to re-
vamp the Teen Center at Charles
Houston Rec Center. The center’s
renovation has been spearheaded
by the Charles Houston Recreation
Center Advisory Council and the
Department of Recreation, Parks
and Cultural Activities.

“By renovating this space at the
rec center, the teen room will pro-
vide the young people of Alexan-
dria with a dedicated place to be
safe, have fun, learn, and grow,”
Dixon added.

For more information, visit
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org.

Fannie Mae, RTA
build teen center.Teen Scene

The entryway to the new
Teen Center at Charles
Houston Rec Center gets
a fresh coat of paint
from Rebuilding Together
Alexandria volunteer
Helen McNally.

Fannie Mae and Balfour Beatty volunteers join Rebuilding Together Alexandria
Sept. 14 in building a new Teen Center at the Charles Houston Recreation Center.
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By Vernon Miles
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A
ccreditation is how the
state measures school ef-
fectiveness. Some of

Alexandria’s re-
sults, like
F r a n c i s
Hammond El-
ementary and
William Ramsey
Elementary, are
still under re-
view, but nearly
every other
ACPS school
managed to pass accreditation. All
except for one: Jefferson Houston.

It’s the fourth year the school
has been unaccredited. In 2014,
test scores fell as low as 36 per-
cent pass rate for science and 46
in math. In the 2016-2017 school
year, the school still fell short of

accreditation in
three of the four
subject areas.

Despite its ac-
creditation sta-
tus, the test re-
sults also show
progress for the
school from
2014 to today.
Science, which

was scored at 36, has risen to 67.

Upward Bound
Despite ongoing accreditation
problems, Jefferson Houston
celebrates academic gains.

“Over the last four
years we’ve seen
growth, so we’re
excited to be here.”

— Principal Chris Phillips

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

F
ormer U.S. Secretary of the
Navy John Warner was on
hand Sept. 11 as business

and community leaders gathered
to announce the planned acquisi-
tion of The Providence, a 110-foot
Class A tall ship, and its move to
the Alexandria waterfront in 2019.

The Providence, a 110-foot
Class A tall ship, is a 12-
gun, full scale replica of
the Continental Navy’s first
warship. A foundation has
been formed to make Old
Town the permanent home
of the vessel.

A Home for
The Providence
Efforts
underway to
bring tall ship
to Old Town.
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Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

20179

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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