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Firefighter Paramedic Jason Dolan shows how IV therapy works inside an ambulance.

Lorton Fire Station
Holds Open House

191 people visit Company
# 19 at Lorton Volunteer
Fire Department.

ome 191 visitors attended the Open House
at the Lorton Volunteer Fire Department
Company #19 on Saturday, Oct. 14, 2017.
Children and parents could talk with
firefighters and EMS personnel, pose for photos, and
take tours at the station on Armistead Road in Lorton.

According to Mark Altabano, Volunteer Emergency
Medical Technician, “Fairfax County has an Open
House where the volunteer stations and the career
stations put together a community outreach event
where we open up the fire house to kids’ picture op-
portunities.”

He added, “We give away free hats; we also do
opportunities for our volunteer stations’ recruitment.
We also explain the EMS side, which is the emer-
gency medical services side, as well as the fire ser-
vice side and how they help each other out within
the community.”

— STEVE HIBBARD

The Shah
family of
Lorton —
Rabia,
Rehaan, and
Ayan —
“ride” inside
a fire truck
during the
Open House
at Lorton
Volunteer
Fire Depart-
ment Com-
pany #19 on
Saturday, Oct.
14, 2017.
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A.J. Long and Alesandria Frya
CPR on an inflatable mannequin.

Ainsley Poole of Lorton “drives” the fire
truck.

Jeremy Lopez Salazar of Lorton shoots the Paetynn Vaughn of Woodbridge poses inside the Junior
fire hose. Firefighter cut-out.
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NEWS

After Second Trial, Bonds Not Guilty

Teen was charged

with murder at
Cabell’s Mill.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

hen Clifton resident

Kempton Bonds was first

tried for murder, this sum-

mer, the jurors were un-
able to reach a unanimous verdict and a
mistrial was declared. The second time
around, with a new jury, he was found not
guilty.

A 2015 Robinson Secondary School
graduate, Bonds was a seasonal employee
of the Fairfax County Park Authority when
the offense occurred, Aug. 6, 2016, at
Cabell’s Mill in Ellanor C. Lawrence Park.
The victim was Tyonne Johns, 35, of Wash-
ington, D.C., and she had just catered a
wedding there when Bonds fatally stabbed
her.

However, the facts of the case aren’t that
cut and dried, as the jury learned during
the week-long trial that began Sept. 25 in
Circuit Court. Bonds was just 19 when the
wedding occurred, but he was there to pro-

tect the historic
building and he
took his job seri-
ously. According
to the wedding
party, he was such
a stickler for the
rules that he and
they clashed
throughout the
evening.

Bonds  took
down decorations
not allowed to be taped to the walls of the
historic building and removed fake rose
petals from the grounds outside because
they weren’t biodegradable. He also turned
off the music at 9 p.m. when, according to
the contract, it had to stop — an hour be-
fore the event ended at 10 p.m.

Kempton Bonds

HE AND JOHNS never argued until it was
cleanup time and her folding chairs were
being separated from those provided by the
Park Authority. But during the course of the
wedding, Bonds felt so threatened by the
wedding party that he started taping them
on his phone. He even called his supervisor
for advice, as well as the police, saying he
feared for his wellbeing. And at one point,
he had the police come to the site and talk
to the others.

Bonds also videotaped the eight minutes
before and after the stabbing, and the court
watched that tape several times and heard
what was said by everyone — including the
personal threats and cursing of the wedding
party and Johns toward Bonds.

The tensions ultimately boiled over when,
on the patio, someone asked how many
chairs the Park Authority provided and
Bonds said, “80.” Johns reacted by walking
swiftly toward Bonds and telling him to
“Shut the f*#k up.” Bonds testified that
Johns had him backed up against a railing,
grabbed him around the neck and began
choking him.

In his pocket was a folding knife he regu-
larly used on the job to open boxes and, at
home, to cut open bales of hay for his
family’s horses.

It was also special to him because it was
made by his late father, who was a custom
knife-maker. He said he only stabbed Johns
with it to get her away from him and save
his life.

Right before then, said Bonds, “People
were yelling at me about how awful I was
and how I'd ruined the evening.” Noting
that the bride and groom had been the most
verbally abusive toward him all night, he
said it surprised him when the 60-pound-
heavier Johns suddenly joined in and
walked quickly toward him saying, “Boy, 'm

Get A New Lease on Life*" with Harmony.

gonna knock you out.”

“I'was confused — it wasn’t her wedding,”
said Bonds. “And as a caterer, she knew what
it was like to deal with a bad wedding party.
Her hands go up around my throat, she’s
pushed me and I can’t breathe, I can’t move.
I could feel her thumb digging into my neck.
I open the knife in my pocket and stab her
to get her off me. I scream for the police
and yell for the others to stay away from

”

me.

BONDS SHOUTED for the police to come
help him because, when they were there
earlier, they assured him they’d stay on the
scene, just out of sight, in case he needed
them again. But unbeknownst to him, they’d
been called to an auto accident and had left.

Considering himself the victim of an as-
sault, he then called 911 to say he’d been
attacked and asked police to come quickly.
Bonds said he hadn’t realized he’d wounded
Johns fatally until he heard it over the po-
lice radio in the squad car following his ar-
rest.

Before the whole incident happened and
derailed his plans, Bonds was looking for-
ward to starting college last fall at VCU. And
once the jury returned its “not guilty” ver-
dict on Oct. 4, not only did it mean that the
young man was exonerated, but also that
he’s free to go on with his life.

Come get a glimpse of Lorton's newest Assisted Living and Memaory Care Community opening soon, The Crossings at Spring Hill.
Call today to reserve a spot in our Welcome Wednesday's Open House from 4:00 - 6:30 PM where you will meet our friendly staff
and find out how you can Get a New Lease on Life®,

HARMONY

Velcome Center address: 7405 Alban Station Court, Suite B-201, Springfield, VA 22150

8350 Mountain Larkspur Drive | Lorton, VA 22079 | 571.348.4970 | thecrossingsatspringhill.com

Please call 571.348.4970 for more information.

Office hours: M-F 9:00 AM-6:00 PM & Sat 10:00 AM-4:00 PM
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NEWS

Fatal Crash
in Lorton
Investigated

Crash Reconstruction Unit de-
tectives are investigating a fatal
crash in Lorton over the weekend
involving a motorcycle and a
pickup truck.

It happened on Richmond High-
way near Mims Street around
12:30 Saturday afternoon.

According to police, the 2008
Kawasaki ZX-6 motorcycle was
travelling northbound on Rich-
mond Highway when it crested a
hill and collided with a 1998 Ford
F-150.

The truck was making a left turn
from southbound Richmond High-
way when the motorcycle hit the
passenger side. The motorcyclist,
38-year-old Nathan Lamont Reed
of Lorton, was taken to the hospi-
tal where he was pronounced
dead.

The driver of the pickup truck
was not injured.

It is unknown if speed or alco-
hol were factors at this time.

The crash remains under inves-
tigation.
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RETIREMENT
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We are closing our doors
after over 30 years!

Fully stocked with more
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Twinbrooke Centre ¢ 9565 Braddock Road
Open 7 Days ¢ 703-425-1855 e Like us on Facebook

to come...get started now.
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14640 Soucy Place, Centreville, VA
On Braddock Rd, next to Stone Middle School

Holiday in October Craft Bazaar
Saturday Oct 21, 2017

9am to 4pm - Free Admission!
Wood crafts, Glass, Gourds, Pottery,

Holiday Specialty Foods, Omaments, Decor & More!
Crafters from MD, VA, VT, PA, NC, DC, Puerto Rico & Kenya i
¥ Proceeds benefit local charities 7
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TELL US

Build Your Community

Support Your Local
Businesses.
to your community

www.connectionnewspapers.com

WHAT
YOU
THINK

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR HERE

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/contact/letter
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Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Select your

nothing until the job
is complete for:the
past 17 years

Kltchen and Bathroom Remodellng

products from
our Mobile

1 Showroom
and Design
Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Since 1999
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703-214-8384 visit our website: wwwtwopoorieachers com

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP
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“Loving People to Life”
Worship Gathering - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sun. Evening - Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups
Visit our Website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170

mimimis JUBILEECHRISTIANCENTER

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418
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OPINION

What To Do Against the ‘Nightmare Scenario’

By STEPHEN R. RUTH
SCHAR SCHOOL OF PoLicy AND COVERNMENT
PROFESSOR OF PuBLIC PoLicy
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

e should fear Artificial Intelli-
gence. Not in the future but
now. Ask Sheryl Sandberg,
chief operating officer of
Facebook. She announced that her company,
with its over 2 billion users, built software it
cannot fully control. “We never intended or
anticipated this functionality being used this
way,” Sandberg said, “— and that is on us.”
Facebook’s operating systems had allowed
Russian operatives to create accounts and ads
aimed at influencing the 2016 U.S. presiden-
tial election. The gigantic network seems to
have created systems that are ungovernable.

Facebook’s problem hints at the extreme
dangers lurking within Artificial Intelligence
as it grows throughout the world. Al Experts
are already talking about a “nightmare sce-
nario,” where nations’ Al systems could ignite
real-time conflicts. Consider, hair-trigger Al
systems could eventually control several na-
tions’ military responses’ and some error in any
one algorithm could possibly lead to a nuclear
catastrophe.

Between the Facebook case and the night-
mare scenario is the immediate problem of
millions of people losing jobs. Around the
globe, programmable machines — including
robots, cars and factory robots — are replac-
ing humans in the workplace. Automation

threatens 80 percent of today’s 3.7 million
transportation jobs, one U.S. government re-
port estimated, including truck and school bus
drivers, taxi drivers and Uber and Lyft drivers.
Another report indicates Al is threatening as-
pects of the many different jobs, including call
center operators, surgeons, farmers, security
guards, retail assistants, fast food workers and
journalists. A 2015 study of robots in 17 coun-
tries found that they accounted for over 10
percent of the countries’ gross domestic prod-
uct growth between 1993 and 2007. Consider,
a major supplier for Apple and Samsung cell
phones and computers, China’s Foxconn Tech-
nology Group, is planning to automate 60,000
factory jobs with robots, replacing its existing
employees. Meanwhile, Ford’s factory in Co-
logne, Germany, not only replaced human
workers with robots but also on some jobs sta-
tions position robots beside human workers —
they are called cobots.

But these employment issues, as troubling
as they are, cannot compare to the dangers
envisioned by Elon Musk and Stephen Hawk-
ing. They are among the dozens of thought
leaders who signed a letter harshly condemn-
ing governments’ increasing reliance on Al for
military use. Their chief concern is autonomous
weapons, another example of Al. The U.S. mili-
tary is already developing armaments that do
not require humans to operate them. These
weapons are being created to offer battlefield
support for human troops. Autonomous arms
are dramatically easier to develop and mass-
produce than nuclear weapons. They will likely

to soon appear on black markets around the
world, certain to be favored by terrorist groups.
To quote from the open letter, the new autono-
mous weapons would be ideal for dark actions
including “assassinations, destabilizing na-
tions, subduing populations and selectively
killing a particular ethnic group.”

There are some economic optimists like
MIT’s Erik Brynjolfsson and Andrew McAfee,
who feel that ATl will eventually bring long term
prosperity to the world, but even they admit
that finding common ground among, econo-
mists, technologists and politicians is daunt-
ing. Obviously, it will be very difficult to craft
legislation about Al without more agreement
about its potential effects.

We should definitely be fearful of artificial
intelligence, not just because it is clearly des-
tined to affect the number of available jobs,
including those in middle and even upper
middle class domains, but because its poten-
tial military use can lead to a perilous fu-
ture, if not controlled. As the open letter
signed by Musk and Hawking concluded,
“Starting a military Al arms race is a bad
idea, and should be prevented by a ban on
offensive autonomous weapons beyond
meaningful human control.”

The author is director of the International
Center for Applied Studies in Information
Technology (ICASIT) http://policy-
icasit.gmu.edu/

Shades of the Old South It is always important to vote, but it is

more important than ever this year.

By KENNETH R. “KEN" PLUM g
STATE DELECATE (D-36) i

ust when you think things

are changing you can be

shocked to realize just how
much they stay the same. Politics
in Virginia are a prime example.

For more than a century after
the Civil War the consistent factor
in politics was race baiting. The
then-called Democrats in the
South, who later became known
as Dixiecrats and today are the conservative
wing of the Republican Party, were successful
with a variety of laws that disenfranchised Af-
rican Americans.

Even with the few African Americans who
could get through the labyrinth of laws that
included blank sheet registration forms, lit-
eracy tests and poll taxes the scare tactic em-
ployed by too many candidates was to suggest
that their opponent was a lover of black people
— but using a derogatory term. That fear of
black people has its roots back to the centu-
ries where black people were enslaved and
brutal enforcement and fear were used to keep
them that way.

The Civil War did not resolve the feeling
between blacks and whites, and slave codes
were replaced with Jim Crow laws that whites
could use to assert supremacy over black
people.

COMMENTARY

For a candidate to take a posi-
tion that could be interpreted as
being favorable to African Ameri-
cans would mean almost certain
defeat at the polls. Only Supreme
Court decisions and federal laws
like the Civil Rights Act and the
Voting Rights Act created a more
level political playing field be-
tween the races. Continued efforts
to suppress the votes of minorities and to un-
necessarily complicate the voting process are
still employed by some trying to maintain a
structured society of white supremacy.

More recently those who want to keep or
expand their political power have swept im-
migrants — whatever their status — into the
realm of those who are to be feared and sup-
pressed from participating in the democratic
process.

Many strive to gain maximum political ad-
vantage through whatever means while at the
same time wanting to keep the appearance of
respect and patriotism. The recent television
ad with scary images and references to fear
and the MS 13 gang intends to scare voters
into rejecting a compassionate medical doctor
with an ad that fact checkers have found to be
untruthful.

Another concern from the current campaign

G < FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON CONNECTION +% OCTOBER 19-25, 2017

is the suggestion from a white female candi-
date for lieutenant governor that her black
male opponent does not understand the issues
well enough to discuss them “intelligently.” Dis-
regarding the excellent academic credentials
of her opponent, her comments had the tone
of the past that one observer said seemed more
appropriate for 1957 than 2017.

At the national level, there are daily state-
ments and actions that hearken back to the
racial climate of the Old South. This year In
Virginia, we have a unique opportunity on Nowv.
7 to make a statement with our votes that we
reject the discrimination of the past. It is al-
ways important to vote, but it is more impor-
tant than ever this year. Despite efforts to ro-
manticize the Old South and the Confederacy,
we need to learn the truth and understand why
we need to move on.

Write

The Connection welcomes views on any public
issue. The deadline for all material is noon
Friday. Letters must be signed. Include home
address and home and business numbers.
Letters are routinely edited for libel, grammar,
good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor, The Connection
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
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editors@connectionnewspapers.com
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PHOTOS BY MIKE SALMON/THE CONNECTION
Fairfax historian Brian Conley has looked into the legend of the
bunnyman bridge extensively.

The Elusive Trail of the
Bunnyman Urban Myth

Fairfax County Library investigator:
“This Guy Doesn’t Exist.’

By MIKE SALMON
THE CONNECTION

he overpass that carries railroad

tracks over Colchester Road in

Fairfax Station has earned a

reputation through the years
from a story involving dead rabbits, an in-
sane asylum, escaped prisoners, and unex-
plained deaths, The story, which dates back
to 1904, is as roving as the single lane roads
that lead to the bridge, but doesn’t have any
verifiable facts to stand on, said Fairfax
County archivist Brian Conley, who has
made the legend of Bunnyman Bridge a fo-
cus in recent times.

“First time I heard of it was as a teen-
ager,” he said in a recent “Forgotten Fairfax,”
presentation at the City of Fairfax Regional
Library on Saturday, Oct. 14.

Conley’s presentation had a timeline that
started in 1903 at an asylum in Clifton, and
rambles to 1904 when escaped convicts
were on the run and “they found one of the
inmates dead, hanging from the bridge,” the

One of Brian
Conley’s slides
shows one of
the first real
references to a
bunnyman in a
1970 headline.

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

rumor mill reported. In 1905 there was a
group of teenagers killed in the area, a
murder in 1976 near the bridge, and an-
other in 1987. These reports were all sum-
marized by Timothy J. Forbes, but accord-
ing to Conley, “this guy doesn’t exist.” The
dates and incidents were reportedly from
the archives of the Clifton Town Library,
which does not exist either, and the “names
never check out,” his investigation con-
cluded. It was the magic of the urban leg-
end, helped by the internet that made the
legend bigger.

IN CONLEY’S INVESTIGATION, there
were a few unsolved murders in the Burke-
Fairfax Station area, which added to the in-
trigue, which included the Holober murders
involving the Green Forest Nudist Colony
in February 1949, the Ridgeway murders
in 1927 where a man named Louis Boersig
was executed for killing his wife and daugh-
ter, and then the murder of Eva Roy in

SEE BUNNYMAN, PAGE 10
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Remodeling
 Solutions. .

Call today to reserve your spot - 703.672.2249 or online

If you are looking for a Remodeling company
with Dutmnd‘mg Customer Service
and Lastlng ‘Valui, gm Foster ﬂnmnd.lhg
249

Please Jom Us

Free Fall Seminars
Saturday, October 21 2017

Big Impact, Small Space
Saturday QOctober 217, 2017 - 9:30am

| Confused about how to make the most of a small space? Join

our creative design team as they help you untap the potential of a
smaller space. Using creative solutions, we will help you realize that
there may be more than meets the eye!

Doors open at 9:00am - Seminar begins at 9;30am

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
Saturday October 217, 2017 - 11:00am

Have you been thinking abaut remodeling your kitchen or one of
your bathroomsT Let us update you on the latest design tips and

| trencls, From layouts and new technologies to finishes and code
requirements, Foster Remodeling Solutions will get you up-to-date,
Seminar will begin at 11:00am

at FosterRemodeling.com under Seminars

2r Remodeling Solutions

F or a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
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goto
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know - get your
paper before it
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Complete digital
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print edition,
including photos
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to your e-mail
box.
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connection
newspapers.com
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BOOSting d Chﬂd’S Se].f'ESteem A positive self image is a lifelong gift.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL

ne of the greatest gifts
that a parent can give
a child is a healthy self-

esteem. Positive feelings about
oneself can lead to success in a
gamut of situations ranging from
school to social circles, say child
development experts.

“Self-esteem plays an important
role at all stages of our lives,” said
psychologist Stacie B. Isenberg,
Psy.D. “As adults, it can affect how
one approaches situations and in-
teracts with other people. When
self-esteem is low, it may, for ex-
ample, affect work performance or
one’s ability to recognize and en-
joy accomplishments.”

Parents play an essential part in
the development of their child’s
self-esteem, advises Cheryl
Giacomelli, who teaches psychol-
ogy at Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College. “Parents foster self-
esteem in many ways including
leading by example, being emo-
tionally available, engaging with
their children, and providing a lov-
ing and supportive environment
that allows children to succeed

and fail,” she said.

Parents can model this behavior
in everyday tasks.

“For example, while helping a
child with a math assignment and
not understanding the math prob-
lem, the parent who says ‘I can’t
believe I don’t understand this, I
was always terrible at math’ is
sending a different message than
the parent who says, T'm not sure
about this one. Let’s ask your
teacher to explain it to us in a dif-
ferent way,” said Isenberg. “Par-
ents can benefit themselves and
their children by learning to de-
scribe situations according to the
specific circumstances and resist-
ing putting a generalized label on
the situation or their behavior.”

Since children learn by observa-
tion, modeling healthy relation-
ships and habits is a vital compo-
nent of developing a healthy self-
esteem, suggests Giacomelli.
“Choose an activity once a day in
which you are fully engaged with
your child,” she said. “This may
sound like common sense, how-
ever in today’s busy world, it’s
sometimes difficult to devote all
of your attention to one task. This

means playing a game or reading
a book and ensuring your cell
phone is nowhere in sight.”

“Experiences that may nega-
tively impact the development of
a strong sense of self occur when
we do not fully engage with our
children, when we do not allow
our children to fail, and when we
do not acknowledge our own
faults,” continued Giacomelli

Avoid harsh criticisms and dis-
play expressions of love, warmth
and affection, advises Joanne
Bagshaw, PhD, LCPC, professor of
psychology at Montgomery Col-
lege-Germantown.

“Children’s self-esteem develops
based on how well their parents
love them,” she said. “The best
thing parents can do is to openly
and unconditionally love and ac-
cept their child. Parents ... can do
so verbally, by telling their children
often that they love them and by
being openly affectionate, with
hugs, for example. Parents can also
communicate warmth through
their tone of voice, and eye con-
tact.”

PRAISING CHILDREN is impor-

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY

DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

OUTSTANDING SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5

Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES

Developmental Curriculum e Degreed Teachers ¢ Registered Nurse ® Music Director ® Nutritious
Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks ¢ Heated Swimming Pools ¢ Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
* Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents e State Licensed

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

KINDERGARTEN

tant, but it must be sincere. Even
setbacks can offer opportunities
for developing a healthy self-es-
teem, suggests Isenberg. “Children
feel good about themselves when
they have received genuine, posi-
tive reinforcement from people
and situations,” she said. “Prais-
ing a child’s efforts is one of the
best things parents can reinforce,

because a child can control his ef-
fort, whereas outcome isn’t always
within one’s control.”

One example that Isenberg of-
fers is saying something like, “I'm
so proud of how hard you studied
for that science test. You spent a
lot of time reviewing the material
and were really dedicated to be-
ing prepared.”

103-078-005I
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DIPLOMATES OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF PEDIATRIC. DENTISTRY
Dentistry for Children, Adolescents £~ Special Needs

KbBPediatricOmiles.com

PARKWAY - BURKL
MEeT LiFg, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER
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24 HouR EMERGENCY CARE

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

OPTOMETHR

Fel

S TS

AGES FIVE-ELEVEN YEARS
GRADES K-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, Orange Hunt, Sangster,
Hunt Valley and Cherry Run Elementary Schools.
Emphasis on special events, sports, time for
homework, and student’s choice of activities.

* Family & Pediatric Vision Care
* Comprehensive Eye Exams ¢ Treatment of Eye Diseases
¢ 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
¢ Laser Vision Consultants ¢ Over a thousand frames in stock
* We carry all major brands of contact lenses ¢ In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network
Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP® Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION
5204A Rolling Rd.

Burke Professional Center
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-2000

www.drsweetnam.com ¢ www.sightforvision.com

Fall 2018/2019
Two Virginia certified teachers per classroom.
Program emphasizes language arts, math,
computer literacy, science, social studies,
social development, art, music and physical
development.

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS

Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY
OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

Burke, Springfield,
Fairfax, Lorton
Fairfax Station

www.kiddiecountry.com

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facility!
Winner of American Institute
of Architects Award

KIDDIE COUNTRY
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.
Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066
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ENTERTAINMENT

North St., Fairfax. Stories of the
spirited individuals who may still

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.

Photos/artwork encouraged. walking shoes advised. Cider and

treats provided. $15. Ages 12 and up.

Call 703-385-7858 or email

THROUGH OCTOBER parksrec@fairfaxva.gov for more.

Fall Festival and Pumpkin
Playground. Various times at Burke
Nursery & Garden Centre, 9401
Burke Road, Burke. Weekdays is $10

SATURDAY/OCT. 21
2nd Annual Shelane’s 5K Run/

roam Old Town Fairfax. Comfortable

Road, Fairfax. Featuring a large corn
maze in the shape of a chicken,
pumpkin patch, farm animals,
inflatable bounce houses, hay ride,
and nature trail. $12, active duty
military and their families receive $2
off per ticket. Visit
www.whitehall.farm for more.

SUNDAY/OCT. 22

per person and the weekend price is
$14 per person. Call 703- 323-1188
for more.

Pumpkin Patch. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. at the
St. George’s United Methodist
Church, 4910 Ox Road, Fairfax. Buy
fall pumpkins and decorative gourds
grown by Native American farmers to
support jobs in a high unemployment
area in Arizona. Email
office@stgumc.org or call 703-385-
4550.

OCT. 16-19

Halloween Costume Exchange.
Drop off various times at Sherwood
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Pick up new costume on
Friday, Oct. 20 from 6-9 p.m. Drop
off gently used and clean Halloween
costumes Monday through Thursday,
and come pick up a great second
hand costume for this year on Friday.
Visit www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts
or call 703-385-7858.

THURSDAY/OCT. 19

Cabaret Performance. 7 p.m. at Old
Town Hall, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Live musical entertainment
by featured actors and singers from
the City of Fairfax Theatre Company.
Visit www.fairfaxcitytheatre.org for
more.

FRIDAY/OCT. 20

Pathway to Wellness Conference.
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at the Fairfax
County Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
Keynote Speaker will be Jennifer
Marshall, founder of “This is My
Brave,” and other presenters will talk
about how creativity, poetry, music
and dance can be part of recovery.
$30. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb
or email wwwcesb@fairfaxcounty.gov
for more.

Cocktails by Candlelight. 6:30 p.m.
at at George Mason’s Gunston Hall,
10709 Gunston Road, Lorton. Sip on
period cocktails as you learn to how
to make 18th-century mixed drinks
and snacks in the hearth kitchen.
$35, $25 for Friends of Gunston Hall.
Call 703-550-9220 ext. 240 or email
mkcraver@gunstonhall.org for more.

OCT. 20-21

Fairfax City Ghost Tours. 7-8:30
p.m. at Old Town Square, 10415

Walk. 7:30 a.m. at Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
Free kids activities: rock wall, moon
bounce, face painting, arts and crafts
and more. Come run/walk to help
raise awareness and resources for
postpartum mood disorders in
memory of Shelane Dawn Gaydos.
$30 for 5K, kids fun run, $10. Visit
shelanesrun.org/ or call 571-332-
9026 for more.

Help The Homeless 5K Walk 2017.

8:30 a.m. At Fairfax City Hall, 10455
Armstrong St., Fairfax. A 5K through
the neighborhoods of Fairfax City or
the 1.5 mile short course. $32. Visit
www.PathwayHomes.org or call 703-
876-0390.

Forge Brew Works Anniversary.

noon-10 p.m. at Forge’s Taproom,
8532 Terminal Road, Lorton. Forge
Brew Works celebrates our year
anniversary with live music, food,
games for all, kids’ activities, and, of
course, beer — some of which will be
served out of Forge’s restored vintage
1953 GMC Beer Truck. Visit
www.forgebrewworks.com for more.

Trick or Treating. 1-3 p.m. at The

Colonnade, Braddock and Union
Mills Road, Clifton. Rain or shine.
Visit www.rappaportco.com or call
571-382-1200 for more.

2017 Library Jubilee Gala

Fundraiser. 5:30-8 p.m. at Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. “The Library Goes
Hollywood” with food, ice cream,
auction and photo booth with VIP
Hollywood guest, Marilyn Monroe.
$75. Call 703-324-8300 or email
Jubilee@FairfaxLibraryFoundation.org
for more.

Trunk or Treat. 6-8 p.m. at Franconia

United Methodist Church (FUMC),
6037 Franconia Road. Games,
snacks, hot cider in the church
parking lot. Visit
www.franconiaumec.org/ or call 703-
971-5151 for more.

Campfire Stargazing. 8-10 p.m. at

Burke Lake Park is located at 7315
Ox Road, Fairfax Station.
Astronomical naturalist identifies the
stars, constellations and other night-
sky features, and make S’mores. $10.
Call 703-323-6600 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
burkelakepark/ for more.

OCT. 21-22
Fall Festival. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the

Whitehall Farm, 6080 Colchester

Baby2Tot Fest. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Jewish Community Center, 8900
Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. The
day will include a vendor showcase,
professionally-led parenting
workshops, Preschool Alley featuring
area preschools, Little Planets’
natural play area, “Ask a
Professional” Corner Café, onsite
demos, kid-friendly crafts and
entertainment, door prizes, and
giveaways. Visit jecnv.org/
baby2totfest or call 703-323-0880 for
more information.

Clifton’s Ivakota Farm History.
3:30-5 p.m. at Pohick Regional
Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. Lynne Garvey-Hodge, a
Fairfax County History
Commissioner, lectures on Clifton’s
Ivakota Farm, which from 1915 to
1925 served as a school and home for
unwed mothers and their children.
Call 703-324-8300 or email
Jubilee@FairfaxLibraryFoundation.org
for more.

FRIDAY/OCT. 27

Final 2017 Rock the Block
Concert. 6:30-9:30 p.m. at Old
Town Square, 10415 North Street
Fairfax. Vinyl Invention performs.
Visit www. fairfaxcityeda.org for
more.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28

Vendor Fair Fundraiser. 11 a.m.-3
p-m. at Liberty Middle School, 6801
Union Mill Road, Clifton. School
fundraiser and raffle. Email
lularoekellylisa@gmail.com for more.

Halloween Fest. 3-5 p.m. at
Springfield Town Center, 6500
Springfield Mall, Springfield.
Featuring entertainment by magician,
Carnegie Master of Mystery, face
painting and craft activities. Children
can stop by Guest services to get their
trick or treat bag. Visit
springfieldtowncenter.com for more.

OCT. 28-29

Fall Festival. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the
Whitehall Farm, 6080 Colchester
Road, Fairfax. Featuring a large corn
maze in the shape of a chicken,
pumpkin patch, farm animals,
inflatable bounce houses, hay ride,
and nature trail. $12, active duty
military and their families receive $2
off per ticket. Visit
www.whitehall.farm for more.
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OCT. 28-29 | 3rd YEAR ALEOK
AMERICAN FINE | speciAL
CRAFT SHOW BOX LUNCH
- OFFER
WASHINGTON B -Soe Website

CraftShowDC.com ROV TICHETS

ONLINE & SAVE

10th Annual South Run Art and Craft Show
SATURDAY, NOV 4: 9 AM -4 PM
SUNDAY, NOV 5: 10 AM -4 PM

Free Parking

South Run RECenter
7550 Reservation Drive

Springfield, VA

[/

Handcrafters

$4 Admission

lost (adj): 1. unable to find

the way. 2. not appreciated

or understood. 3. no longer
owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering,
transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.

Adopt/Donate/\Volunteer

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org
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We pay top S for STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES,

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY,
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers
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~ Computers
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COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

JENNIFER SMITH
Serving the Area Since 1995

<=

= Speed Up Slow
Computers

= Virus Removal
= Computer Setup
= Help with Windows ¥

571-265-2038
Jennifer@ HDIC omputerSolutions.com
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Lifetime
METAL
ROOFING

VA CARDLINA BUILDINGS, INE

40 YEAR WARRANTY ON THE FINISH - ENERGY EFFICIENT
SUPERIOR DURABILITY - SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

FAGTORY DIRECT - WE FINANCE - CALL NOW!

WWW.METALROOFOVER.COM

1-800-893-1242

NEWS

Bunnyman Demystlﬁed

— g

FrRoM PAGE 7

Burke, where she was strangled and tied to a tree
but it was never solved. “To this day, they have no
idea what happened to this woman,” Conley said.
None involved the bridge though.

In October 1970, there was a story in the Wash-
ington Post, with a headline “Man in Bunny Suit
Sought in Fairfax,” where a guy with a hatchet at-
tacked a couple in a car on Guinea Road. According
to another Post entry “he did appear about a week
later right on Guinea Road,” Conley said about a
guy with a white thing over his head. That seems to
be where the “bunnyman,” part of the legend started.
“I can find no evidence that the story was ever told
before 1970,” Conley said.

But folks have heard it. Ivy Mitchell, a teenage
resident of Clifton, heard it from her babysitter. “An
escaped man, he was hiding in the woods eating
rabbits, he started to kill people,” she said.

Springfield resident Barbara Evans, who attended
Conley’s presentation, heard it from her two sons
years ago. “We actually went out to find the bridge,”
she said.

There was a story in the Fairfax Globe, dated Oct.
29, 1970, about the police report from the couple
on Guinea Road. “I'm convinced this was the gen-
esis of the story,” said Conley. In the Globe story, the
man had a white covering on his head, which could
have been a pillowcase or a Klu Klux Klan hood,
which was mentioned in one of the reports Conley
looked at, but “they didn’t say it was a bunny suit,
somebody else added that to the story,” Conley said.

IN THAT REPORT, the action was close to a house
owned by Lloyd Aylestock, and the house is still
there, and someone named Bennet has a wall hang-
ing with the actual hatchet mounted to it. One of
the slides had a picture of the actual hatchet mounted
on someone’s plaque that was used to break the car’s
windows.

Conley did track down two of the Aylestock chil-
dren, who are now adults, and “they backed up the
newspaper account,” Conley said. But this was in
Burke, and miles away from the bridge. Conley ex-
amined 1970’s era photos of the bridge area and
there were only three houses remotely close to the
bridge at that time and not much else. One of the
houses had ties to a motorcycle gang back then.

PHOTO BY MIKE SALMON/THE CONNECTION
The railroad underpass on Colchester Road
is the site of the urban myth known as
Bunnyman Bridge.

Next in ‘Forgotten Fairfax’ —
‘Night of Terror’

The Next “Forgotten Fairfax,” lecture is on Saturday,
Nov. 4, 11 a.m., when Lynne Garvey-Hodge speaks
about the “Night of Terror,” when 33 female protesters
were incarcerated and tortured at the Occoquan
Workhouse for picketing the White House for the right
to vote. The lecture is at the City of Fairfax Regional
Library, Room A/B, 10360 North St., Fairfax.

In recent times though, there have been a few books
written about the bridge, four “low budget horror
films,” made about a bunnyman, a rock opera and a
bunnyman quilt available on an art website, continu-
ing the urban myth.

“It will not die,” Conley said of the story.
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Bahd’is across Fairfax County
are preparing to mark the 200th
Anniversary of the Birth of
Baha’u’llah, the Founder of the
Bah&’i Faith, on Oct. 22, 2017.

Baha’u’llah (1817-1892) was
a spiritual teacher who an-
nounced in 1863 that he was
the Bearer of a new revelation
from God. His teachings have
spread around the world, form-
ing the basis of a process of so-
cial transformation and com-
munity building which is
unique in its global scope and
the diversity of participants.

Bahd’is regard Bah&'u’llah’s

vision of the oneness of humanity
as an antidote to the racial preju-
dice, violence and materialism
that are corroding human societ-
ies. At the grassroots level in
Fairfax County and all around the
country, Bahd’is invite their neigh-
bors, colleagues and friends of all
backgrounds to participate in a
series of community-building ac-
tivities which reinforce
Bahd'u’lldh’s vision of the oneness
of humanity and empower partici-
pants to contribute.

The Bahd’i community and its
friends will celebrate the transfor-
mative impact of Baha’u’llah’s

Baha’is Mark 200th Anniversary of Founder’s Birth

teachings on the lives of fami-
lies, neighborhoods and com-
munities around the country
and the world. Plans to cel-
ebrate the 200" anniversary
around Fairfax County will in-
corporate drama, music, art ex-
hibits, storytelling, service
projects, prayer and devotional
programs, including a screening
of a film about the Founder of
the Bahd’i Faith, Bahd’u’llah, to
be held at George Mason Uni-
versity on Oct. 22.

To learn more, contact 571-
320-5274 or email
fairfaxsw@gmail.com.
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BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Deadline is

Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

IN-PERSON, TV DEBATES

The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax
Area (LWVFA) will hold four in-person forums

and three televised forums for the public and the

press to learn about the candidates who are
running for election to the Virginia House of
Delegates. For more information about the
candidates’ priorities and positions, visit
www.vote411.org. In-person forums: *
Wednesday, Oct. 25 at 7:30 p.m. at Sully
Government Center: 4900 Stonecroft Blvd.,
Chantilly.

BRADDOCK ROAD STUDY

Community Meetings. Braddock District
Supervisor John Cook and the Fairfax County
Department of Transportation (FCDOT) will
host a series of community meetings focused on
specific sections of Braddock Road this fall. The
schedule includes:

% Wednesday, Oct. 25: Burke Lake intersection
— Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke

< Thursday, Nov. 16: Ravensworth Road

intersection — Ravensworth Baptist Church, 5100

Ravensworth Road, Annandale

< Monday, Dec. 11: Burke Lake intersection,
second meeting — Kings Park Library, 9000
Burke Lake Road, Burke

The goal of the Braddock Road Multimodal Study is
to develop commuting improvements for the
corridor from Guinea Road to 1-495 to
Ravensworth Road. For meeting times, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/
braddockroadmmstudy/.

THURSDAY/OCT. 23

CarFit for Senior Drivers. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the
City of Fairfax Police Station, 3730 Old Lee
Highway. CarFit’s trained professionals take
older drivers through a 12-point checklist with
their vehicles and recommend minor

adjustments that help make their cars “fit” better

for comfort and safety. Visit www.
fairfaxcityeda.org.

Community Meeting. 7-9 p.m. at Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. Fairfax County DOT has
scheduled a series of public meetings for the
community to learn more about the projects
proposed for funding. Each of the meetings will
begin with an open house followed by a formal
presentation and a Q&A session. There will be
map display boards for residents to view of the
unfunded projects as well as transportation
projects currently underway. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/tpp2017.htm.

TUESDAY/OCT. 24

Postsecondary Education Planning. 9-10:30
a.m. at Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services,
2334 Gallows Road, Entrance 1-Room 100. A
Coffee and Conversation session for parents of
students with disabilities. Staff from FCPS
Career and Transition Services will discuss
disclosure, accessing accommodations, and
disability support services as you plan for
postsecondary education for your child with
special needs. Visit www.fcps.edu for more.

OCT. 24-DEC. 19

Journaling for Stepmothers Class. 10 a.m.-
noon at Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. Use a journal as a tool for self-
discovery to become more resilient, empowered,
and clear in the role. $195. Email lisa@
marketstreetwriters.com or call 703-281-1767.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28

Operation Medicine Cabinet Cleanout. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. at Fair Oaks District Station, 12300
Lee Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax,
Franconia District Station, 6121 Franconia
Road, Alexandria or West Springfield District
Station, 6140 Rolling Road, Springfield.. Drop
off unused or expired medications at a Fairfax
County Police district station. Pills or liquids
only, no pressurized canisters or needles. Safe
disposal of unused or expired medications
prevents drug abuse and misuse, accidental
poisoning, and protects the environment.
Disposal is free, convenient, confidential, and
safe. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/
stations/ or www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/
drug_disposal/takeback/index.html for more.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL LANDSCAPING

K& D ELECTRIC

COMMELRCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting

Cailing Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Fhona/GATY

Office  T03-335-0654
Computer Network Cabling i 70a-400-0522
Sarvice Upgrades

Hiot Tubs, eic...

GUTTER GUTTER

lektrkman2 8@ gmail.com

Guttera and Downspouts Cleanaed
Small Repairs = Gutter Guards

* PINNACLE SERVICES

e wab: lawnsandguttons.com
3‘-‘_ Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

o e I.E—-

Power Washmg

Go from green bo claan, do you have
mald on your siding rotten wood thal's
& hoa volation? We do houses, decks,
fences, side walks, otc. Deck and fonce

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured = Free Estimates

N T Y

Good is not
A&S CONSTRUCTION good, where
500, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Leaf Removal expected.
Hauling.
703-863-7465 Thomas Fuller

Patios & Drainage

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

* Planting & Landscaping Design

# Drainage & Water Problems

« Concrate Driveways, Replacemant or New

+ Patios and Walks + Masonry Work or Dry Lakd
« Paver, Flagstona, Brick, any style you choosa
* Rataining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

¢ * All Concrete work
¢ » Retaining Walls » Patios

+ © Decks  Porches (incl.
screened) » Erosion &
Grading Solutions

French Drains ® Sump Pumps
+ * Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED
Serving All of N. Virginia

eSS SEN
-

RN, CONTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded = Free Estimates = Closs A Lic

Phone: 703-8B87-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com ¥
www.rncontractors.com B8BB

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE
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BATHROOM REMODELING

by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial ar Full, Kit. Floors, Backsplashes
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Matural Sionas, Also repair work, 35 yrs exp

www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872

Licangad + Bonded - Insinod
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GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231
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Quallty Tree Sennce
& Landscaping

Summer Cleanup... -
Tree removad, topping & pruning
shrubbery Iimming, mulching, _*
lead removal, planting, hauding,
gutter cheaning, retaining wialls
l“%‘: drainage problems, et
25 years ol experience — Free estimates
703-868-5358

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW .CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS. COM/ SUBSCRIBE

“Righty Tighty,
Lefty Loosey”

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

So I've been told mnemonically for years. But
when you're home and automotive-repair chal-
lenged as | am, everything is much easier said than
done, especially when the mnemonic device is eas-
ier to handle/figure out than whatever tool and/or
schematic is necessary/advisable for the at-
home/in-driveway repair. (We don't have a garage,
or much of a basement for that matter. It's more of
a cellar, actually. In fact, | call it “the dug out,” so
lack of spatial accommodations can exacerbate the
problem).

And that's sort of how | feel whenever | attempt
a home/car-owner-type repair. Soon after | organ-
ize whatever thoughts and tools | guess | might
need: within minutes of the initial effort, | will have
likely complicated the repair and will be forced to
dig myself out, sometimes literally. I'll spare you the
details, but suffice to say, | am a man of my word
and that word is disaster. To invoke the great and
often-quoted Dirty Harry: “A man’s got to know his
limitations,” (Magnum Force, 1973), and believe
me, | do.

Cranted, replacing bulbs in my house, as writ-
ten in the final paragraph of last week’s column:
“What To ‘Ware,” ranks pretty low on the home
owner’s list of honey-can-you-do?. Nevertheless,
challenges do present themselves, especially when
height and a ladder — or a step stool, with no spot-
ter, are involved. And when I’'m looking up with
arms outstretched attacking the problem: light fix-
ture from multiple angles, sometimes, when | place
my hand on the bulb, I begin to lose my orienta-
tion and am unsure where’s ‘Righty and where’s
‘Lefty.” And even though | always remember ‘Tighty
and ‘Loosey,” when ‘Righty Tighty, Lefty Loosey’
doesn’t immediately bring results, I tend to lose
patience — and confidence, and slowly retreat to
lower ground to reassess.

Unfortunately, there’s no one to call. | mean,
when you fail at the most basic and fundamental
responsibility a home/car owner has, it's difficult,
even for someone with as little ego as me, to admit
abject failure. Repairing a toilet, installing light fix-
tures and/or ceiling fans; sawing, sanding, measur-
ing, leveling and drilling; lifting, balancing and car-
rying; and anything else involving plumbing, elec-
trifying; and even hammering and screwing in gen-
eral, are tasks | don’t mind asking and/or paying for.
Having been down this road many times before, |
know it’s a path that won't lead to my redemption.

So not wanting to make a bad situation worse,
or create a problem where one or two previously
didn't exist, | have to employ the simplest of solu-
tions. And what's simpler than “a pithy observation
that contains a general truth:” an aphorism (Dictio-
nary. com), an aid to one’s lack of memory and
ability to perform even the most basic of tasks, par-
ticularly as it pertains to a home owner: bulb
replacement.

Not that this inability is at all defensible. It's not.
It's totally indefensible and one whose defense is
not all explainable by the most offensive of terms:
cancer. Which as you regular readers know has
been the bane of my existence going back to late
February 2009. That’s when my Internal Medicine
doctor called me at work to share the results of my
previous week’s surgical biopsy. His suggestion was
that we meet in his office to discuss the results. |
shook my head in disbelief. If he wants to meet me
in person, the results must be bad, | thought.
Otherwise, he'd just tell me, right? | asked him to
hold on as | found a private office for us to talk (me
to react) and braced myself. He told me the growth
was malignant and suggested | see an oncologist as
soon as possible. An appointment was set for the
following Thursday.

Much has changed in my life ever since that
fateful day, but not as it concerns this home/car
owner’s inability to handle the most mundane
tasks. Might haven actually gotten worse. As for
“the cancer,” as “Forrest, Forrest Gump” described
the cause of his mother’s death, not so bad. | am
alive and reasonably well, eight years and nearly
two months out, six years plus past the end date of
my original “13 month to two year” prognosis. Of
that I'm proud. As for the home and car repair
deficiencies, | couldn’t care less. | have to admit
though, it is laughable — and pathetic.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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6045 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-8000

LONG & FOSTER

— REAL ESTATE

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

BEST
WASHINGTONIAN

2017
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Top 1% of Agents Hatirl:mall:ﬂI

Clifton - $315,000
Blegant, welcoming home In greal cormamanity. Langs kitchen
opers to family reom, spacious bedrooma terrific walk-out
borweet bewved, spaaleding pool spacious deck and so much mare!

Find More Information at: www. Hermandorfer.com + 703-503-1812

Fairfax - $659,000
Dot miss this opportunity! Largest model on a cul de
1ac in soughl-after Kings Park West commamily! 5o mamy
features thasughaut the 3 fmsshed levels! Welcome Homel

No Blarney.. Just Top Notch Real Estate Advice

Thinking of Buying or Selling?
NOW is the Time
to Be Preparing Your Home

to SELL in the SPRING MARKET
Call me today for a
Pre-Listing Consultation.

My 32 Years of
Professional Experience
can provide you with adwvice
that will help you
Saell Faster and For Top $5%

"

MARSHA WOLBER

| Lifetime Memlsr NYAR, Top Producers
Tog 5% of Agents Nationadly

www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

Springfield - $619,900
7402 Shady Palm Dr. Move in ready homse with so many
updates! Hew roof, stadnless kitchen w/quart counters. renoy
master bath. Multi level deck, fenced back yard, Very private

0.3 acre, backs to woods!

STEVE CHILDRESS

“Experience,,. with Innovatlon!"
Life Member, NVAR Top Prodscors
e | Buyer Broker sines 109731

703-981-3277

81 703-503-1895
Lo Member, NVAR Malth Million Dollar
Sales Clnb
Life Member, NVAR Top Produeens

Fairfax )\
5636,900
| Goageous 4
B BR Colonasl
n bt ifual
Midimidne
Hosmee: offess,
i raiand
AITHITHAETL
dhech wath hot
By, frees hne
back yard provideng privacy for perfect entertaining. Garage
hickds thaee cars (peafect for bost or antique car knver|

Call Sheila 703-502-1895,

Fairfax Station
$719,000
BACKSTO
WOODED
COMMON
GROUNDI
Beautiful 2 story
Colondal with full
fnished batement
in soughit-alier
Crosspodnted &
bedrrms, 3.5 baths, 2 cas garage, Large eat-in kitchen, hard
wood Moo, nd many extras? This home i SOLD rowy bl
call now to tour other simdar properties. Interest rates are
still very lowe_—donl miss this opportunity 1o buy your 1\‘_
Dearm Horme MOWIN CALL STEVE CHILDRESS P03-981-3277

ry

Jim Fox
T03.503.1500
Jimfoxe X .com
& "|'..|1 W 22004
Washangtouian Maganne = “Top Team™ 2005
NVAR Leletime Top Producer

Judy McGuire
703-581-7679

NVAR Muhi-Million Dollar Club
NVAR Top Producer

Falrfax S-'Iallm-‘ﬁ
5899, 900
Expansive
Ramblar
Cne-of-a-kind
Expanded  ram
olsp w000 5L
TBRSSEA.  Gor
M geout,  secluded
sﬂ:lnq oy =2 acres, Expansive MBR widual walk-ins, fux
bty & Iy satteneg rrm. Cath cesling in big LA Formal DR, Eat-
in KT wlaccess 1o soeened porch & deck, Massve famm
off KT w/irpl & built-ins. Lower Ivl boasts walkout rec m,

ARBRARA & storage galore. Delightful poal. Long lat of

|\|‘r‘1-.|1|nu|-fm'nh

Alexandria "ﬁ
N Mt soe this lovely
3 4 level TH wiele
§ wvalor in Landmark
Mews.  Owver 4000
#q ft. on premium
lot with slate patso,
professionally land
seapeed, exterion
brick privacy wall,
Menty aof  park
Ing. Last bus stop
to Pentagon metna
Call Jidy McGuine
at fi3-581-769. _F’)

BEST AMANDA SCOTT
WASHINGTONLAN 703-772-9190

Top Producer
www. AmandaScott.nel

David Levent
703-338-1388 davidshomes(@Inf.com
Experienced Agent - Amazing Results
Member, NVAR Multi Million Dollar Sales Club

T

Gainesville

G Htrltagt Hunt 55+ $584,900
H!ritlge Htl_1|: 55_+ -_-=-'.-'.l.1E i

o woods - front ponch water vew! 3
vl KO lared, 55 Appis, credf fod gf an
-J‘-. Lry, Dy Suni, Gad Fpl HOY

Emnes'rll-e

..r G, rHrw HE .I-.'n.ﬂ new paind, L

. ew roof. Backs to trees Pisase call fos '\'_'-‘I Wieout LL Sceeen porch, 2 car ac Iimgation sy h;l"'lk}:-_:-"l

www.HeritageHuntHomes.com

FREE CAREER SEMINAR

Interested in a Career in Real Estate?

Learn About:

# Licensing & Education Requirements  Scholarships Available

# Financial Investment to Get Started  # Training & Coaching

#+ How to Launch a Successful Real 4 Unlimited Earning Potential
Estate Business

For more information, contact Paul DiCicco
703-503-1899 or PaulD@LNF.com.
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#| Fairfax - $459,900
Natcuously blartiined 1 Level
Brick Frond Townhoune Bas 3
Bedoomy 3 Fell 1 Haff Bath
Mew Cioped ared Paml Becersly
Replced TRthen Applances
Hirdwoodi Thooghod bar
Ll Efchen Wl Dut to Soe
ooirs Deck Dverlookng M

1 As Lower Lew

BElnd MIWndows ""bIFJ

vy

Burke -\l

| 5645000
Lowely Bughe
¢ Home 5
il Bdima 35
Baths. 2 Ca
G, Kitchen
e ebed
with cosian counters, 55 appliances, ceramec tis flooring &
tibe backaplash, Sone wallkiway and matching fron porch
Marw Winddiowrs in 2014 New blinds 2014, 7 Zone Heating
Baths remodeled 2014, Hardwood floors main bevel. Fin
Basemenl vl miew carpeting & hull bath Lovely Signal Hill
'\‘_ nagtiborhood. Call for addt] details & picing

BARBARA NOWAK

& GERRY STAUDTE
W “My Virginia Home Team"
M TO3-473-1803, T03-309-8048
- gerrystivshied longandfosteroom
www My Virginal lome Tenm.com

Springfield
395,000
Beautdully upcdat-
ed IER, 3.5BA TH in
populas  Shannon
Station?  Hardwood
flooes on ML Up
dated Kitchen w/
granite. 55 appliang-
es, and decoralor
backsplash. Fenced
yard backs o wood

& Cormmon aea

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880

L&Y Founder's Club
Liletine NVAR Top Prodocer
M’i mhber, NYAR Million Dollar

Fairfax 5tation - 5699,000
Beantifully maintained and improsed homse in the desirable
Fairfax Staton nesghiborhood. Crver FA00 findshed space with
updated baths and kitchen, 4 bediooms, main level library as
wirdl & replacement windows Half acre with comman anss

“Committed to Earning the Loyalty of Our Clients by Providing Unparalleled
Professionalism and Exceptional Service While Supporting Our Community.”

o three sides, Neighborhood swim cluls and tennk

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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