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News

Giving Homeless a Warm Place to Sleep
FACETS partners with 50 local faith communities in hypothermia program.
By Steve Hibbard
The Connection

he cold weather is here and with
that, the FACETS’ Hypothermia
Prevention and Response Program officially started on Sunday, Nov. 26 and will extend until April 1,
2018. It means every night there is somewhere warm for homeless people to sleep
in Fairfax County. It means the homeless
won’t have to sleep in the woods or their
cars or the streets. It means they will have
a place to get warm dinners and breakfasts
at 50 participating faith communities in
Fairfax and Falls Church.
“It’s a wonderful, truly collaborative effort between faith communities and FACETS to ensure that everyone has someplace
warm to sleep at night,” said Brenda
Dushko, director of development at FACETS, a nonprofit.
The program started in 2003 in partnership with the Fairfax County government
because some homeless people died on the
streets on cold nights, she said. “Hypothermia centers started because people were
dying in the winter. There was no place to
go and FACETS and the faith communities
got together and said this shouldn’t happen to the homeless,” she said.
FACETS works with 50 local churches
who take turns each week providing a safe
place for people to sleep, a warm dinner
and breakfast the next morning. The church
venues rotate each week so each Wednesday they announce where the next hypothermia site will be on its website
(www.FACETSCares.org). All of the
churches are in Fairfax County.
Dushko said last year some 279 people
were housed at the hypothermia centers
and 180 people received extra services, like
getting in touch with social services and
medical services — things they needed to
start fresh. “Of those 279 people, 35 were
permanently housed by the end of the season. So it really is working,” she added. “It’s
a wonderful way to move people from
homelessness to home.”
Last Sunday, the Annandale United Methodist Church on Columbia Pike kicked-off
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At the kickoff of the FACETS’ Hypothermia Prevention and Response
Program at Annandale United Methodist Church are (from left): Cyndi
Jones, FACETS point of contact; Brenda Dushko, FACETS development
director; the Rev. Dr. Clarence Brown Jr., pastor of Annandale United
Methodist Church; and Joe Fay, FACETS’ executive director.
the hypothermia program, taking in 50
homeless people and feeding them spaghetti, soup and salad, dinner rolls and dessert; offering a place to sleep; and then
breakfast the next morning.
According to the Rev. Dr. Clarence Brown
Jr., “Annandale United Methodist has a long
history in the community here. A great part
of our faith tradition has to do with caring
for the least, last, lost and left out. Having
the facility that we do allows us to offer
hospitality to all of our neighbors, especially
those without homes.”
He continued, “AUMC has participated
with our partners, FACETS, for over 10
years, in the hypothermia program as well
as in the ‘100,000 Homes’ effort, which focuses on the most at-risk among the homeless population to provide intensive focus
on assisting them on the road to self sufficiency. It is our joy to do so.”
FACETS works to prevent and end
homelessness throughout Fairfax County by
offering a spectrum of services, such as basic needs and financial assistance, counseling and outreach, educational enrichment
programs, and permanent housing.
AT THE CHURCH SITES, they provide
blankets and sleeping mats, hygiene products, fresh socks and underwear and some-

FACETS Hypothermia Facilitator Melvin Barfield and
volunteer Chris Jones put blankets in bags for the
overnight homeless guests.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

times even the opportunity to do laundry.
They also provide transportation — each
person receives two tokens for transportation to and from a safe location. They also
have a chance to meet with a case manager
to build a relationship with the aim of getting housing.
“That could be getting them into their
own apartment, helping with the social services they need or working with veterans
and getting them in touch with services,”
said Dushko.
Some churches hold movie nights and
game nights. Some bring in local performers who do live music. Some provide haircuts. The largest age group they serve are
homeless people between 24 and 54. The
second highest is seniors over age 55.
For the chronically homeless — for one
year or as many as 10 years — they look to
permanent supportive housing. FACETS
also has case managers who work with
people with physical or mental challenges,
to make sure they get to their doctor’s appointments and get their medicines.
Dushko said a hypothermia center is usually the first place they connect with the
homeless. It is a place where they might see
them for several weeks. Over the course of
the winter, they have a chance to make a
bond with them, putting them in touch with

Volunteers take down the tables used for dinner for
the homeless.

the services they need.
“We also have two group homes. We may
meet these people at a hypothermia center
and find we have a spot for them at a group
home,” said Dushko. “We also help them
with life skills, financial skills, help them
get a job. We’ll work with them to see if we
can get them a job, open a door for a bright
future.”
“The amazing thing about this program
is the extent to which it’s operated by the
faith community and volunteers,” said Joe
Fay, executive director of FACETS. “Coming to FACETS, I’ve been impressed by the
number of volunteers, the engagement of
the volunteers. Many of the faith communities have been with us for 15 to 30 years.
It’s truly amazing for the size of the organization that we are, it’s much more extensive than the actual staff.”
He continued, “We have a small corps of
professional staff but then we leverage the
volunteers to provide programs that in a
way we couldn’t afford to do if it had to be
done with paid staff ... Our hope for this
program is to get people a place to come in
from the cold, to have a meal, to engage
with case workers.”
FACETS works on the logistics end to
make sure faith communities have their
paperwork in place, make sure they have
meals set up, that they have the training
they need, that they have volunteers. They
provide case managers and facilitators and
support with training volunteers.
According to Maria Avila, program director for single adults housing stabilization,
Tuesday nights are what’s called “reload
night.” They take their SmarTrip cards and
give the homeless a weekly bus pass for
$17.50, that’s good for a week. It’s essentially free bus transportation for a week that
could be a chance for them to go look for a
job.
Avila said case managers stop by Mondays through Thursdays from 5-8 p.m. to
help polish resumes and help them look for
jobs. “We can sit with them and go through
the case management process, from everything to calling landlords to filling out housing vouchers. There’s different levels for
what people need,” she said.

One of 50 homeless people who
spent the night at Annandale
United Methodist Church.
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More Than a Place to Shop
Judy Ryan of Fairfax is
closing after more than
35 years.
By Hanan Daqqa
The Connection

hen a nurse turns into an entrepreneur, owning and managing a
women’s clothing store, customer
service comes to the forefront. But
what happened to this local family-run store that has
been open since 1988?
“What we have been selling is a lot of customer
service and that is what kept us going with our loyal
base,” said Judy Ryan, the owner of Judy Ryan of
Fairfax.
“She was wonderful with people; she had a color
program and she would match people up; she gave
them a lot of attention; she developed a wonderful
following,” said her business neighbor, Robert
Clawes, the owner of Clawes Carpets.
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703-323-1188

CHRISTMAS TREES
HAVE ARRIVED!
We have the Best Selection
of Fresh-Cut Trees.
For all your decorating
needs, we have:
Fresh Cut Wreaths &
Roping, Live Greens,
Beautiful Poinsettias
& Centerpieces

Gift Certificates
Available
Firewood Available

9401 Burke Road,
Burke, VA

703-323-1188

10% OFF ANY POINSETTIA PURCHASE
CUSTOM DECORATED WREATHS
$5.00 OFF
ANY CUT CHRISTMAS TREE PURCHASE
$5.00 OFF
Expires 12/24/17
Not valid with any other offer.

Expires 12/24/17
Not valid with any other offer.

Expires 12/24/17
Not valid with any other offer.
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SUSAN, PATTI AND FRAN, three loyal customers, all arrived dressed in Judy Ryan clothing and
accessories.
“We have been good friends since shopping at Judy
Ryan; we met here,” said Patti Harger, who started
shopping here shortly after moving to the area in
1988. “I like shopping here because you can’t find
most of the things at other stores, but if you ever do,
you will always find that Judy’s price is less.”
“My daughter basically grew up here,” said Susan
McCannell, and added that Ryan’s staff members
“have become friends to all of us and they all go
through life stories and life sorrows with us; we are
a close-knit group.”
“I had been exposed to so much coming to Judy
Ryan. I mean, so many styles, brands, looks, ideas…it
is just very stimulating. No matter what I am going
through throughout the day, when I get in, there is
just a wonderful atmosphere… It is more than a place
to shop,” said Fran Tancreti. She does not know what
she will do after the closing of the store.
“The decision to close the store was a very difficult one,” said Ryan, holding back tears.
“Walmart came in and she competed against
Walmart and did fine. The mall came in and she competed and did fine, so this is the last one, you know
what I mean? Amazon,” explained her neighbor,
Clawes.
“Our demographics changed significantly, we were
at the same age when we opened 30 years ago and
when my customer base moved out of the area, they
started retiring and departing and they did not need
many outfits,” said Ryan.
McCannell added, “For Generation X or people in
their 30s and 40s, they have children, they do not
have spare time, so they do online shopping after
they put the kids to bed.”
“I have a daughter and a daughter-in-law. They
are both very, very busy with full-time careers and
their children and their activities. My daughter-inlaw does not live in the area. She would love to come
shopping up here whenever they visit, but she is becoming a big online shopper now. It is a sea change;
in the shopping center it used to be all retail, now it
is all service. On Sunday, it is like a ghost town because these people aren’t open,” said Ryan.
When asked if the store could become an online
store instead, Ryan said, “No, the competition is so

Judy Ryan, the owner of Judy Ryan of
Fairfax since 1988.
Photos by Hanan Daqa/The Connection

From left: Fran Tancreti, Patti Harger, Judy
Ryan and Susan McCannell reflecting on
their experience with the store and the
next steps after closing.

Robert Clawes, the business’ neighbor,
and owner of Clawes Carpets.
strong with Amazon and with people who have a lot
of funding. When customers have to return, you need
a whole department to do that and you need to carry
the inventory. So, say someone makes a selection and
you can’t ship in a week and Amazon is shipping the
next day for free. You can’t compete with that.”
AS YOU ENTER THE STORE, you see unique collections of home décor and gifts, clothes matched
with the perfect accessories, shoes, hats, stockings,
and cards.
When it comes to selecting her products, Ryan said,
“The decision-making process is both gut and visual,
as well as budget. There is a lot of math involved that
nobody sees, but you have to keep your store balanced.
I shop with the customer in mind; I do a lot of looking
and walking to school myself on what the trends are,
and then pick from those trends the ones that translate to our customer base.”
Now, Ryan’s new focus will be “consulting in any
direction from personal shopping, wardrobe styling,
and closet edits,” as well as working in trade shows.
The retirement sale started on Oct. 12, 2017, and
the store will remain open until Dec. 10, as the inventory is sold down.
Judy Ryan of Fairfax is located at 9565 Braddock
Road in Fairfax.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
Rolling Road Widening
Public Information
Meeting
The Virginia Department of Transportation is holding a public information meeting Thursday, Nov. 30 on plans to widen
Rolling Road (Route 638) from two to four
lanes from just north of the Fairfax County
Parkway (Route 286) to Old Keene Mill
Road (Route 644).
The public is invited to stop by between
6:30 and 8:30 p.m. at Rolling Valley Elementary School, 6703 Barnack Drive, West
Springfield, to view displays and learn more
about the project, including information
about noise analysis and stormwater management. VDOT staff will be available to
answer questions.

A brief presentation will begin at 7 p.m.
Comments may be provided at the meeting
or sent to VDOT by Dec. 11, 2017. Email or
mail comments to Mr. Hamid Misaghian,
P.E., Project Manager, Virginia Department
of Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive,
Fairfax, VA 22030.

Bulletin Board
Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

SATURDAY/DEC. 2
Future Quest. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at GMU’s Johnson
Center, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax. College
and career conference for area middle and high
school students with disabilities, as well as their
parents, teachers and other professionals.
Featuring more than 40 workshops and exhibits
related to successful life after high school. Free.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

There is free parking in Lot K, or in the Mason
Pond Parking Garage for $8. Visit
ww.futurequestgmu.org to register or email
futurequestnova@gmail.com.
Coffee with Del. David Bulova. 9-11 a.m. at
Main Street Bagel, 10268 Main St., City of
Fairfax. Del.David Bulova (D-37) will continue a
tradition started in 2006 by holding informal
office hours, constituents are invited to talk
about issues of interest and to ask questions
about legislation affecting the community. Visit
www.davidbulova.com.

See Bulletin, Page 15
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Burke

Careful What To Wish For
Could changes in General Assembly mean some legislative
requests from Northern Virginia might not be dead on arrival?
hen the Virginia House of Representatives adjourned from its
2017 session, Republicans controlled the house by 66 to 34.
The exact count following elections earlier in
November is still unclear, but one party or the
other could have a 51-49 majority, or even face
a 50-50 split.
I don’t recall anyone predicting this level of change.
Editorial Three very close races are
likely headed for recount, including one in Fairfax County, and since this is
the first time all voters have used paper ballots, it’s hard to predict how that will go. But
one way or the other, Northern Virginia localities are likely to have more influence.
Fairfax County, along with Arlington and
Alexandria, prepare a state legislative wish list
each year, made all the more urgent because
localities in Virginia have only the powers specifically given to them by the General Assembly. If there is any reasonable doubt whether a
power has been conferred on a local government, then the locality does not have that
power.
That has meant, for example, localities can
only raise revenue from limited sources, can’t
restrict where people carry guns, can’t set their
own minimum wage, and can’t fully control
land use within their boundaries. Some haven’t
been able to ban discrimination on the basis

W

of sexual orientation and gender identity.
Not all of these restrictions are based on
party affiliation.
Aside from more local authority, the top wish
is for more funding.
Fairfax County’s draft on funding schools:
“Public education funding in the Commonwealth is enshrined in the Virginia Constitution as a joint responsibility of both state and
local governments, so it is essential that the
state fully meet its Constitutional responsibility to adequately fund K-12 education. Unfortunately, the Commonwealth continues to allow critical gaps to persist between state fund-

ing and the actual costs of providing a highquality education, placing more of the fiscal
burden on localities while substantially limiting local revenue sources, creating a discrepancy that has become increasingly untenable.”
The one action that could produce significant funding and services with very low cost
to state coffers: expanding Medicaid in Virginia
under the Affordable Care Act. Virginia has
turned away billions of dollars, plus the jobs
and healthier citizenry that come with that.
— Mary Kimm
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Next Week: More Local Giving
Next week, we will publish our lists of local nonprofits for holiday giving. If you know
of an organization that should be included or whose listing needs updating, please email
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com.

Deadline Extended: Children’s Edition
Submissions of student art and writing are due by Friday, Dec. 8, an extended deadline.
You can see last year’s editions by visiting www.connectionnewspapers.com/PDFs/ and
scroll down to Children’s Edition. Email submissions to the following editors:
❖ For Burke, Clifton, Fairfax, Fairfax Station, Great Falls, Herndon, Lorton, McLean,
Reston, or Springfield, email to Kemal Kurspahic at kemal@connectionnewspapers.com.
❖ For Alexandria, Arlington, Centreville, Chantilly, Mount Vernon, or Potomac, Md.,
email to Steven Mauren at smauren@connectionnewspapers.com.

Honoring Patients’ Wishes
By Malene Davis, MBA, MSN, RN,
CHPN
Capital Caring

ovember is National Hospice and Palliative Care Month, and we encourage Virginians to be more aware of
the innovative and compassionate end-of-life
care available throughout the Commonwealth.
Capital Caring — a non-profit, communitybased, hospice and palliative care organization
— was founded in 1977 and is one of the oldest
and most experienced non-profit hospices in the
United States. Our dedistaff serve more than
Commentary cated
1,400 patients and families
every day in the mid-Atlantic region. Our commitment to providing the
best medical care for patients with life-limiting
illnesses is imperative, and we are fortunate to
have skilled medical professionals, caregivers
and volunteers in a four-state region.
I would like to emphasize an increasinglyutilized program for honoring patients’ wishes
that is underway in Virginia. The Virginia POST
(Physician Orders for Scope of Treatment) is
part of the POLST (Physician Orders for LifeSustaining Treatment) Paradigm that originated in Oregon in the 1990s to combat the

N

“failure of advance directives.” It is an approach
to end-of-life planning that emphasizes advance care planning conversations and shared
decision-making which culminates in the POST
order set — an actionable set of medical orders that, according to the Journal of the
American Geriatrics Society, is far better than
advance directives in following patient’s
wishes.
The Virginia POST Collaborative’s Executive
Committee – consisting of members from hospital systems and other healthcare organizations throughout the Commonwealth – has
designated Capital Caring as the organizational
home of the program. We are deeply honored
by this responsibility and excited about the
opportunities and challenges that lie ahead.
Our greatest challenge is the lack of awareness and funding available for this meaningful program. Since the inception of the Virginia
POST Collaborative in 2008, the program has
existed only because of the in-kind donation
of time and personnel by our member organizations. However, full implementation of this
important initiative throughout the Commonwealth requires financial assistance from partners so that we can offer comprehensive education, provide expert training, and achieve
national certification for our POST program.
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Frankly, Virginia got off to a late start with
the POST program and is lagging behind other
states nationally and regionally. We have made
great progress in the past few years, but this
month should be a reminder of its importance
and need.
Capital Caring has assumed the major costs
of education, training, and building awareness
for the Virginia POST program. Matthew G.
Kestenbaum, M.D., medical director, Health
Information & Training at Capital Caring, and
associate medical director of the Virginia POST
Collaborative
(703-957-1768
or
mkestenbaum@capitalcaring.org) is our point
person. For more details, one can contact Dr.
Kestenbaum or visit our website at
www.virginiapost.org.
The estimated annual cost for the POST program is $200,000. Any contributions are taxdeductible, and will directly impact the most
frail and vulnerable citizens of the Commonwealth. We need your support, but we also
need your dollars to help grow and to sustain
this valuable program. Thank you for your
consideration.
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Area Roundups

Filler-Corn
Named to
Northam’s
Transition
Committee
On Nov. 15, Governor-Elect
Ralph Northam announced his bipartisan Transition Committee.
This group includes leaders in government, business, nonprofits and
social action groups. Among the
legislative leaders he appointed
was Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41).
In his press release, the governor-elect noted that “This bipartisan group of community leaders
reflects the diversity that makes
our Commonwealth a wonderful
and inclusive place to live.” The
committee will work with the governor-elect over the course of the
next two months to lay the
groundwork for a successful
Northam administration.
“I am extremely honored to be
appointed to Governor-Elect Ralph
Northam’s Transition Committee,”
said Filler-Corn “The committee
membership reflects the GovernorElect’s commitment to considering
a wide range of diverse views on
important challenges that he will
face in governing the Commonwealth over the next four years.”
Filler-Corn is a veteran of several gubernatorial transition committees including those of former
governors and current U.S. Sens.
Mark Warner and Tim Kaine as
well as current Gov. Terry
McAuliffe. To view the full list of
transition committee members,

CLEARANCE LAST 10 DAYS!
Store closing forever
on December 10!

SALE

Twinbrooke Centre • 9565 Braddock Road
Open 7 Days • 703-425-1855 • Like us on Facebook

This marks the 27th year
Long & Foster is an ofﬁcial
sponsor & drop off for the
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve in
its TOYS for TOTS campaign.

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416.

Daily from 9AM-5PM.

Grace Presbyterian Church offers Sunday school for all ages at 9:15,
and a blended worship service 10:30
a.m. every Sunday morning. Coffee and
fellowship follows worship. Nursery
care is provided from 9-11:45 a.m. 7434
Bath Street, Springfield. 703-451-2900
or www.gracepresby.org.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers services at two locations, 5114 Twinbrook
Road in Fairfax, and 13421 Twin Lakes
Drive in Clifton. Services in Fairfax are
held on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services in
Clifton are held on Sundays at 8:50 and
10:50 a.m. www.Lordoflifeva.org.
Clifton Presbyterian Church,
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton, offers
Sunday worship services at 10 a.m. and
Cup of Fellowship at 11 a.m. Nursery
care is provided from 9:45-11:15 a.m.
Christian education for all ages is at
9:45 a.m. 703-830-3175.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

New, unwrapped toys may be
dropped off at the ofﬁce, located at
6045 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

Faith Notes

First Baptist Church of Springfield offers Sunday school at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by both traditional and contemporary worship services at 10:30
a.m. at 7300 Gary St., Springfield. 703451-1500 or www.fbcspringfield.org.

ENTIRE STORE
50-75% OFF

• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases
• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses • In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network
Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP® Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid
WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-2000
www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

All donations must be made before December 10, 2017.

Build Your Community
Support Your Local
Businesses.
www.connectionnewspapers.com
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About 60 people attended Breakfast With Santa at Maggiano’s Little Italy
in Springfield Town Center.

Faith, Melina, and Moe Hamdan, Jaida and Alex Garcia, and Sadie
Garrett of Springfield with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Breakfast With Santa at Maggiano’s
A

— Steve Hibbard

Photos by Steve Hibbard/The Connection

bout 60 people attended a Breakfast With Santa at Maggiano’s Little
Italy at Springfield Town Center on
Sunday, Nov. 26, 2017. The $25 per child
event included a buffet breakfast of French
toast, scrambled eggs with cheese, bacon,
ham and fresh fruit prepared by Executive
Chef Manny Duron. In addition, children
could have their photos taken with Santa,
Mrs. Claus, the Gingerbread man and
Santa’s elves. After breakfast, children could
write and mail letters to Santa, do arts and
crafts, and decorate holiday cookies.
“This is our very first Breakfast With
Santa,” said Maggiano’s manager Timothy
Scott. “It’s something we wanted to bring
to the community here in Springfield. It’s
very important for us to make a positive
impact here in Springfield and what better
time to do that and bring holiday spirits to
the community than a wonderful Breakfast
With Santa.”
Started in Chicago in 1991, Maggiano’s
Little Italy, which offers classic Italian fare
with an American twist, has three local restaurants in the metropolitan area: Springfield, Chevy Chase, and Tysons Corner.

Mrs. Claus reads “The Night Before Christmas” to
children during Breakfast With Santa at Maggiano’s
Little Italy in Springfield Town Center on Sunday, Nov.
26, 2017.

J.P. and Teddy Ohba, 3, of Springfield with Santa and Mrs. Claus.
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Maggiano’s host Keely Moore and maitre ‘d Nicole
Villalobos dressed as Santa’s elves.

People help themselves to the Maggiano’s breakfast buffet.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

C OMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP
bb
“Loving People to Life”

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups
Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170

U.S. Marines
and Battalion
Chief Willie
Bailey flank
G&C owners
Gregg and
Christina
Caldwell.

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Photo courtesy
of Fairfax County
Fire & Rescue
Department

Teaming Up To
Benefit Toys For Tots
For the past 13 years Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue Department has been a partner with the
United States Marines Toys for
Tots Program. This year, G&C Express Tire and Auto Service at
14008 Willard Road in Chantilly
will serve as a hub for businesses

that want to help collect toys. G&C
will also serve as a toy drop off
site. Representatives of businesses
that want to be a collection site
may stop by G&C for a box and
poster. The fire stations in Fairfax
County will start collecting Toys
for Tots on Friday, Nov. 24.

Santa, Motors, and Gifts
For Children in Hospitals
As Christmas approaches,
children everywhere will be
watching the skies for Santa
Claus. Here in Fairfax County
some very special children
won’t have to wait until Christmas Eve. Since 1988, Santa and
his elves have been rumbling
down the streets of Fairfax
County on motorcycles picking
up and delivering toys to children in local hospitals.
Once again this year, Santa
will temporarily trade in his
sleigh and reindeer for a
Harley-Davidson motorcycle
and police escort. The Fairfax
County Police Motor Squad,
along with with the Fairfax
County Sheriff’s Office, Virginia
State Police, Fairfax City Police,
the Town of Vienna Police, and
the Herndon Police will escort
Santa on his annual “Ride for
Children” – according to FCPD
Media Relations Bureau.
During the second week of
December, Santa and his elves
will collect donated toys from
local police stations, other government facilities, and eight
Fairfax County Schools. On
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Dec. 13 and 14 Santa and his
helpers will deliver toys to children at INOVA Children’s Hospital Child - Life Services Center and the Georgetown Hospital Lombardi Comprehensive
Cancer Center. Some of the
toys that are not handed out
on the day of Santa’s visit are
left with the Child Life programs at each hospital. Those
toys are used throughout the
year to provide the children
something to keep their mind
off being in the hospital. Toys
will also go to various local
charities including Life with
Cancer and the HerndonReston F.I.S.H. (Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help).
Anyone wishing to make a
donation can bring a new, unwrapped toy, game, book, or
other gift to any Fairfax County
Police Station, Fairfax County
Public Safety Headquarters,
Fairfax County Print Shop at the
Government Center, or the lobbies of the Pennino and Herrity
Office Buildings. All donations
should be made before 9 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 11.
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Holidays

40th Annual Holiday
Arts & Craft Show

Audrey Moore REenter
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Saturday December 2nd
;ϵ͗ϬϬĂŵͲϰ͗ϬϬƉŵͿ

Sunday December 3rd

Photos contributed

All aboard for a train ride on the Holiday Express.

;ϭϬ͗ϬϬĂŵͲϯ͗ϯϬƉŵͿ

Winter Wonderland at
Burke Lake Park

Shop for quality art
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Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
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Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 2-3,
and Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 910, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Featuring Holiday Express Train Rides,
Caroler’s Carousel, Gingerbread
Man’s golf, and visits with Santa,
including hot chocolate and more.
Usher in your holidays at Burke
Lake Park: all aboard for a train
ride on the Holiday Express (for
ages 2-adult), take a spin on the
Carolers Carousel, experience the
Snowman’s Wagon Ride, play Gingerbread Man Golf, warm up by
the fire, make s’mores, visit with
Santa, and enjoy hot chocolate
and candy canes.

Passes valid from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. are $15 through the day before the event; $20 if purchased
the day of event. Pick up passes at
the ice cream parlor the day of the
event. No refunds, unless the event
is canceled. Children age 10 and
younger must be accompanied by
an adult registered for the same
ride package. Children younger
than 2 ride free but must pay for
other activities. Limited activity
tickets will be available the day of
the event at the park. For more
information, call 703-323-6600 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/burkelakepark.

DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER
OUTSTANDING SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment
in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious
Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES FIVE-ELEVEN YEARS
GRADES K-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, Orange Hunt, Sangster,
Hunt Valley and Cherry Run Elementary Schools.
Emphasis on special events, sports, time for
homework, and student’s choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Fall 2018/2019
Two Virginia certified teachers per classroom.
Program emphasizes language arts, math,
computer literacy, science, social studies,
social development, art, music and physical
development.

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY
OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

KIDDIE COUNTRY
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.
Burke, Virginia 22015

703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facility!
Winner of American Institute
of Architects Award
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Burke, Springfield,
Fairfax, Lorton
Fairfax Station

www.kiddiecountry.com

Winter Wonderland at Burke Lake Park features Holiday
Express Train Rides, Caroler’s Carousel, Gingerbread
Man’s golf, and visits with Santa.

School Notes
Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.
Students from six Fairfax County public schools have been named to the 2017
All-Virginia Jazz Band and Ensemble.
Students named to the 2017 All-Virginia
Jazz Band and Ensemble include
Charlie Gorham from South County
High School.

Vocal musicians from 14 Fairfax
County public schools have been named
to the Virginia Honors Choir for 2017.
Thirty-four Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) students were selected
for the choir, and five students were
named as alternates. This select choir is
open to the top 125 singers from around
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and is
the highest honor a choir student can
attain during his or her high school career. FCPS students named to the 2017
Virginia Honors Choir include: Olivia
Chaves and Michael Reinhardt
from South County High School.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

3

UNIVERSITY MALL THEATRES
www.universitymalltheatres.com
We’re located in University Mall, Fairfax
Route 123 & Braddock Road, Lower Level

Ho

3

liday H o
!!
o pla h!

December 1st–December 21st, 2017
B

B

FREE!

FREE!

20 oz. Soda ONE ADMISSION*
*with purchase of
*

Large
Popcorn!
With this Coupon.
Good
12/1/17–12/21/17 3

NOT VALID ON TUESDAYS

B

WOW!

THE FAMOUS COMBO
FOR ONLY $18.00!!!

*with purchase of one
adult admission

Includes: 2 Admissions, 2
Medium Drinks & 1 Large
Popcorn! (You Save $6.00)

With this Coupon.
Good
12/1/17–12/21/17 3

With this Coupon.
Good
12/1/17–12/21/17 3

* With coupon, not valid with any other offer, one per person per visit.

Photo contributed

Cherry Run Elementary students and teachers were recognized for creating a video
history of Burke.

Public Information Meeting

Presenting a Video History of Burke
Cherry Run Elementary sixth graders Alex Balough,
Ember Batrla, Matthew Lee, Ariel Russell and Sarah
Voelkel represented Cherry Run at the 13th Annual
Fairfax County History Conference on Saturday, Nov. 11.
The students took part in a whole class project
during their fourth grade year creating a video his-

Fairfax County Parkway
Widening
Fairfax County

tory of Burke. Fourth grade teachers Mary Ellen
Zavaleta and Melanie Manikas were presented with
a plaque and a copy of the Congressional Record
documenting their “Distinguished Service Award”
presented by U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) and
County Board Chairman Sharon Bulova.

Thursday, December 7, 2017
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Presentation starts at 7 p.m.
VDOT Northern Virginia District Building
Potomac Conference Room
4975 Alliance Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030
If the event is cancelled due to inclement weather, the alternate
date will be Wednesday, December 13, 2017.

Representing
Robinson in
Reston
From left: Volunteers
Russian Williams, 16, of
Burke; Hyun Woongseo,
15; and Chris Schnizer,
16, of Clifton; represented the Robinson
Secondary School track
and field team in the
17th annual Gingerbread
Man Race at Reston Town
Center Friday morning,
Nov. 24.

Photo by Robert Healy/
The Connection

Find out about plans to widen Fairfax County Parkway (Route
286) from four to six lanes between Route 29 (Lee Highway) and
Route 123 (Ox Road). The project will also include an interchange
that will consolidate Popes Head Road and/or the future Shirley
Gate Road extension, improvements to the existing Fairfax
*V\U[`7HYR^H`;YHPSHUKHUL^ZOHYLK\ZLWH[O[VÄSSPU
gaps along the existing trail.
Stop by between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to view displays and
learn more about the project and its preliminary design, including
interchange options. VDOT will hold a presentation beginning at
WT7YVQLJ[Z[HɈ^PSSILH]HPSHISL[VHUZ^LY`V\YX\LZ[PVUZ
Review project information at the VDOT project website (www.
virginiadot.org/projects), at the information meeting, or during
I\ZPULZZOV\YZH[=+6;»Z5VY[OLYU=PYNPUPH+PZ[YPJ[6ɉJLH[
4975 Alliance Drive in Fairfax. Please call ahead at 703-259-2377
or TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate personnel are available
[VHUZ^LY`V\YX\LZ[PVUZ
Give your written comments at the meeting, or submit them by
December 17, 2017 to Ms. Angel Tao, P.E., Virginia Department
of Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030, or email
meetingcomments@VDOT.virginia.gov. Please reference “Fairfax
County Parkway Widening” in the subject line.
=+6;LUZ\YLZUVUKPZJYPTPUH[PVUHUKLX\HSLTWSV`TLU[PUHSS
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or
special assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English
WYVÄJPLUJ`JVU[HJ[=+6;»Z*P]PS9PNO[Z+P]PZPVUH[ 
or TTY/TDD 711.
State Project: 0286-029-259, P101
UPC: 107937

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Entertainment
Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

Art Exhibit

ONGOING

On Saturday, Dec.
2, “Jimi Hendrix,”
by Michael
Edwards is part of
the art show and
reception, 7-10
p.m. at Fairfax Art
League Village
Gallery, 3950
University Drive,
Fairfax. Stories by
Michael Edwards,
painter, sculptor
and mixed media
artist. Enjoy the
exhibit, music by
Dj Master Renegade, wine, food,
and an original
poetry reading by
Deb Wright. Exhibit closes Dec.
30. Email
ssreichbart@
verizon.net.

Toy Collection. Through Dec. 10,
Sheehy Auto Stores throughout the
Washington, D.C.-metro area will
collect new and unwrapped toys as
part of the company’s annual Sheehy
Cares Toy Collection to benefit the
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for
Tots Program, which will distribute
those toys as Christmas gifts to less
fortunate children in the community
in which the campaign is conducted.
Sheehy’s Toys for Tots drop-off
locations include:
❖ Sheehy Volkswagen of Springfield,
6601 Backlick Road, Springfield
❖ Sheehy Ford of Springfield, 6727
Loisdale Road, Springfield
❖ Sheehy Subaru of Springfield, 6571
Backlick Road, Springfield
❖ Patriot Harley-Davidson, 9739 Fairfax
Boulevard, Fairfax
Santa’s Flight Academy. Through
Dec. 24, at various times at at Fair
Oaks Mall, 11750 Fair Oaks Mall,
Fairfax. Santa surrounded by a space
motif. Visit santaexpresslane.com.

NOV. 30-DEC. 2
Holiday Book Sale. Various times at
the Richard Byrd Library, 7250
Commerce St., Springfield. Over
10,000 like new books in all
categories both rare and popular
most at $2 or less, plus loads of CDs,
DVDs and special gift offerings. Over
3,000 children’s books. Funds raised
will pay for library children’s
programs and more. Email
rbfriends@gmail.com or call 703451-8055.

DEC. 1-24
“Peekaboo! A Nativity Play.” 8 p.m.
at The John Swayze Theatre, New
School of Northern Virginia, 9431
Silver King Court, Fairfax. The Hub
Theatre presents “Peekaboo! A
Nativity Play.” Call 703-674-3177 or
visit www.thehubtheatre.org.

FRIDAY/DEC. 1
Guitarist Peter Griggs Holiday
Concert. 7 p.m. at Grace
Presbyterian Church, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Show is called “Music
For An Old English Christmas.” Visit
www.gracepresby.org or call 703451-2900.
Dinner Theatre. 7 p.m. at Truro
Anglican Church, 10520 Main St.,
Fairfax. The City of Fairfax Theatre
Company and the Truro Anglican
Church present “The Little Match
Girl” and “The Velveteen Rabbit.”
Visit fairfaxva.gov/.

SATURDAY/DEC. 2
Pancake Breakfast with Santa. 811 a.m. at Fire Station # 3, 4081
University Drive, Fairfax. $10, ages 312 $5; and, under 3 free. All
proceeds benefit the FVFD. Visit
fairfaxva.gov.
Holiday Extravaganza. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
at South County High School, 501
Silverbrook Road, Lorton. Cookies
with Santa, Child ID and
fingerprinting by Fairfax County
Sheriff, Santa’s Book Emporium and
craft vendors. Call 540-847-1467 or
visit www.southcountyptso.org.
Christmas Traditions Concert.
9:30-11 a.m. at St. Stephens United
Methodist Church, 9203 Braddock
Road, Burke. The St. Stephen’s
United Methodist Women Maranatha
Singers will present a morning of
holiday music. Free. Call 703-2505013.
Holiday Sing-A-Long Luncheon.
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Springfield Golf

and Country Club, 8301 Old Keene
Mill Road, Springfield. $20. Call 703922- 6438 or email
Springwmconn@yahoo.com.
Velveteen Rabbit. 2 p.m. at Truro
Anglican Church, 10520 Main St.,
Fairfax. The City of Fairfax Theatre
Company and the Truro Anglican
Church present “The Velveteen
Rabbit.” Visit fairfaxva.gov/.
Festival of Lights and Carols. 2-7
p.m. at 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Children ages 12 and under
can enjoy lunch with Santa at
Sherwood Community Center. Lunch
seatings will be offered at 11:30
a.m., and 12:30 p.m., must preregister. Listen to live holiday music
and enjoy s’mores and hot cider at
Old Town Square from 2-7 p.m.
Enjoy caroling and lighting of the
Christmas Tree at Old Town Square
at 6 p.m. Visit fairfaxva.gov/aboutus/special-events/festival-of-lightsand-carols.
Christmas in Brass. 3 p.m. at
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church, 8336
Carrleigh Parkway, Springfield.
Featuring the Barclay Brass Quintet.
This ensemble will present a program
of secular and sacred seasonal music
that will appeal to a broad audience
of all ages. Email
concerts@kirkwoodpres.com, visit
www.kirkwoodpres.com, or call the
church office at 703-451-5320.
Little Match Girl. 4 p.m. at Truro
Anglican Church, 10520 Main St.,
Fairfax. The City of Fairfax Theatre
Company and the Truro Anglican
Church present “ Little Match Girl”
Visit fairfaxva.gov/.
Town of Clifton Holiday Homes
Tour. 4-7 p.m. at 7140 Main St.,
Clifton. Five homes in Town and a
bonus home outside of Town, in
addition to the caboose and two
historic churches that will be open to
the public. $25 adult pre-sale, $30 on
Dec. 2; $5 child; credit cards are
more. Visit clifton-va.com or email
melissa.milne9@gmail.com.
Dinner Theatre. 7 p.m. at Truro
Anglican Church, 10520 Main St.,
Fairfax. The City of Fairfax Theatre
Company and the Truro Anglican
Church present “The Little Match
Girl” and “The Velveteen Rabbit.”
Visit fairfaxva.gov/.
Art Show and Reception. 7-10 p.m.
at Fairfax Art League Village Gallery,
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3950 University Drive, Fairfax.
Stories by Michael Edwards, painter,
sculptor and mixed media artist.
Enjoy the exhibit, music by Dj Master
Renegade, wine, food, and an
original poetry reading by Deb
Wright. Email
ssreichbart@verizon.net.

DEC. 2-3
Arts and Crafts Show. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday; 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sunday
at the Audrey Moore RECenter, 8100
Braddock Road, Annandale. Call 703321-7081.

SUNDAY/DEC. 3
“Hansel and Gretel” Opera. 2 and 5
p.m. at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Mason
Opera will present Engelbert
Humperdinck’s take on the Brothers
Grimm fairytale “Hansel and Gretel.”
Tickets: $12, $8, $5. Call 703-3857858 or visit www.fairfaxva.gov/
culturalarts.
Home for the Holidays Concert. 46 p.m. at Lanier Middle School, 3801
Jermantown Road, Fairfax. Main
Street Community Band plays a mix
of seasonal favorites. Visit
www.fairfaxband.org.
Autism Awareness Fundraiser.
5:30 p.m. at the Epicure Cafe, 11104
Lee Highway, Fairfax. This show will
have student performers as well as
SPUR, Donna Frost (Nashville), and
others performing holiday music in
addition to raffles for prizes
including a new electric guitar, and
donations. Visit spuronline.com/jjball
or call 703-352-9193.

MONDAY/DEC. 4
Funday Monday. 10:30 a.m. at Old
Town Hall, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Fun with Mr. Skip. Free. Call
703-385-7858 or visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.

TUESDAY/DEC. 5
Genealogy Speaker. 7 p.m. at the
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road. Burke Historical Society
speaker will be Beach Carré, who will
begin a four-part series called
“Genealogy In-Depth” with a tutorial

Holiday Extravaganza
On Saturday, Dec. 2, Santa will be on hand for the Holiday Extravaganza, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at South County High
School, 501 Silverbrook Road, Lorton. Cookies with
Santa, Child ID and fingerprinting by Fairfax County
Sheriff, Santa’s Book Emporium and craft vendors. Call
540-847-1467 or visit southcountyptso.org.
on using Census records. Visit
www.burkehistoricalsociety.org.

FRIDAY/DEC. 8
B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,
4081 University Drive, Fairfax.
Smoke free, all proceeds go to
purchasing fire and rescue
equipment. Visit www.fairfaxvfd.com
or call 703-273-3638.
Flutist in Concert. 8 p.m. at Old
Town Hall, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Celebrate the Sounds of the
Season with the Columbia Flute
Choir in the Christmas Concert. Free.
Call 703-385-7858 or visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.

his conniving aunts to chop down
their old fruit tree, he discovers a
magic potion that grows a
tremendous peach that rolls into the
ocean and launches a journey of
enormous proportions. Visit
www.afyp.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 10
Holiday Ornament Craft Day. 1-4
p.m. at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. Museum
members and ages 4 and under, free;
5-15, $2; 16 and older, $4. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 16
SATURDAY/DEC. 9
Christmas at George Mason’s
Gunston Hall. 10-7 p.m. at George
Mason’s Gunston Hall, 10709
Gunston Road, Lorton. A full day of
holiday activities starts with a visit
from Santa and games and crafts for
all ages. Call 703-550- 9220 ext. 240
or email mkcraver@gunstonhall.org.
Lunch with Santa. 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. at Sherwood Community
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway. Call
703-385-7858.
Lunch with Santa. 11:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Children
ages 10 and under can enjoy lunch
with Santa. $6. Call 703-385-7858 or
visit www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.
The Messiah - The Northern
Virginia Chorale. 8 p.m. at St.
Mark’s Church, 5800 Backlick Road,
Springfield. Orchestra and
professional vocal soloists will
perform an evening of selections
from Handel’s Messiah. $25 for
Adults; $10 for students (12-24);
Children under 12 free. Visit
www.northernvirginiachorale.org or
call 703- 239-2180.
Carolers and Stage Performers. 8
p.m. at the Workhouse Arts Center,
9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Performers from the Workhouse
Cabaret and Theatre series take the
stage to perform the most loved
music of the season. $15 adults; $10
student. Visit workhousearts.org.

DEC. 9-10
James and the Giant Peach. Shows
at 12:30, 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. at the
GMU Harris Theatre, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. When James is sent by

James and the Giant Peach. Shows
at 12:30, 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. at the
GMU Harris Theatre, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. When James is sent by
his conniving aunts to chop down
their old fruit tree, he discovers a
magic potion that grows a
tremendous peach that rolls into the
ocean and launches a journey of
enormous proportions. Visit afyp.org.
Frosty Follies Show. 6 p.m. at
Springfield Town Center, Spring Mall
Drive, Springfield. Metropolitan
School of the Arts will present their
annual Frosty Follies shows in the
Springfield Town Center in the Main
Court. Visit metropolitanarts.org/.

SUNDAY/DEC. 17
Victorian Tea. 1-4 p.m. at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum, 11200
Fairfax Station Road. Museum
members and under 4, free; ages 515, $2; 16 and older, $4. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org.

MONDAY/DEC. 18
Bob Brown Puppets Holiday Show.
10:30 a.m. Sherwood Community
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Sponsored by the City of
Fairfax Commission on the Arts. Call
703-385-7858 or visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.

THURSDAY/DEC. 21
Friday Morning Music Club. noon-1
p.m. at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Sponsored
by the City of Fairfax Commission on
the Arts. Call 703-385-7858 or visit
www.fmmc.org.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Holiday Entertainment

‘The Nutcracker’ at Center for the Arts
Creative partnership
of Fairfax Symphony
and Fairfax Ballet.
By David Siegel
The Connection

he Fairfax Symphony and The
Fairfax Ballet are combining artistic strengths to spotlight tal
ented local artists, musicians
and dancers, with a performance of
Tchaikovsky‘s “The Nutcracker” at the Center for the Arts. “Both organizations have a
long history of producing quality performing arts and arts education programs that
help build community and develop a capacity for creativity,” said James McKeever,
Board Chairman, Fairfax Symphony Orchestra (FSO). “The arts are vital to building a
balanced, successful society.”
Fairfax Ballet Artistic Director Margaret
Virkus said that “by performing together
with Chris Zimmerman conducting
Tchaikovsky’s masterpiece, the audience has
a rare opportunity to experience live orchestral accompaniment together with this timeless holiday dance classic.”
“The Nutcracker” at the Center for the
Arts will include 50 musicians and nearly
60 dancers. The performance will have an

T

Rachel Neville/Courtesy of the artist

Photo courtesy of the artist

Lindsey Croop, Dance Theatre of
Harlem, in performance.

Clifton’s Ana Victoria Smith, 16, in
performance.

innovative, digital backdrop to create
memorable scenes,
This performance of “The Nutcracker” will
welcome two guest performers from the
renowned Dance Theatre of Harlem; dancers Lindsey Croop and Anthony Santos.
“I’m excited by this unique opportunity

to dance the role of Sugar Plum with The
Fairfax Ballet and Fairfax Symphony. I look
forward to performing for the local community and providing support to the student dancers,” said Croop.
“I know a lot of national attention has
been drawn to ballet’s lack of diversity

Fantasy Adventure for the Holidays
The Providence Players to perform “The Phantom Tollbooth.”
By David Siegel
The Connection

or our 20th anniversary season,
we wanted to do something
non-traditional in the holiday
time slot. We have always liked the idea
of presenting a fantasy rather than a traditional holiday show,” said Chip
Gertzog, director, Providence Players’
production of “The Phantom Tollbooth.”
Adapted by Susan Nanus from the classic young adult novel by Norton Juster
with illustrations by Jules Feiffer, “The
Phantom Tollbooth” centers upon Milo
who is dealing with the tedium of school
and learning, along with pressures to act
out from the Demons of Ignorance. Then
Milo goes on a fantastic journey with his
trusty timekeeping companion dog
named Tock. The journey takes them
through adventures in the Land of Wisdom. As they travel, Milo and Tock meet
many memorable characters. And Milo
learns many valuable lessons to take
through life.
“Audiences, young and old, will be captivated by both the fantasy aspect of the
play and by the sophistication and hu-

“F
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mor,” said Gertzog.
Veteran actor Talia Cutler, 12,
plays the central character Milo.
For Cutler, “Milo is very bored
and never knows what to do.
What Milo does have is curiosity. So, Milo goes on a marvelous adventure in exploring and
discovering strange lands far
and wide.”
Long-time Providence Players
member Derek Bradley portrays
The Humbug – a character who
is undependable, caring only for
himself. But, Bradley plans on
making the character “fun and
part of the pure entertainment”
of the show.
Susan Kaplan, another longtime member of the Providence
Players portrays two characters;
the kindly Spelling Bee who
treasures education as well as
Everpresent Wordsnatcher, who
points out the importance of
word choices. For Kaplan, the
play “offers good lessons for
today’s world; the importance
of education and kindness, the

Photo by Chip Gertzog/
Courtesy of Providence Players of Fairfax County

Amanda Ranowsky as Tock the Watchdog
and Talia Cutler as Milo in the Providence
Players of Fairfax production of “The Phantom Tollbooth.”

Where & When
“The Nutcracker” presented by the Fairfax
Symphony Orchestra and the Fairfax Ballet at
George Mason University, Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. Performance Dec.
16, 2017 at 4 p.m. Tickets: $39, $53, $65. Call
703-993-8888 or visit www.cfa.gmu.edu.
Performance information also available at
Fairfax Symphony www.fairfaxsymphony.org
and Fairfax Ballet at www.rsbdance.com.

which extends from its aristocratic European roots. I’m so happy that this is given
more awareness,” added Croop. “But I also
want to make sure my narrative includes
how beneficial ballet has been for me
throughout my life. It’s been a backbone
throughout my life that has kept me looking forward; continuing with belief and aspiration for the future. Dancing as a member of Dance Theater of Harlem has taught
me to celebrate my heritage rather than try
to hide it or blend in. I think that’s the
unique power of art.”
Clifton’s Ana Victoria Smith, 16, is performing the key role of Clara, the ballet’s
young heroine. “It is truly an honor to perform such an iconic role that most every
young ballerina dreams of dancing. I am
certainly one of those.”
“Performing with a live orchestra is an
incredible experience. You become surrounded by the intensity of the music. It
brings the artistry of the performance to a
whole other level,” added Smith.
A partnership of two of Fairfax County’s
long-standing performance organization are
ready to light-up the holidays with their
“Nutcracker.”

Where & When
Providence Players of Fairfax present “The
Phantom Tollbooth” at James Lee Community
Center Theatre, 2855 Annandale Road, Falls
Church. Performances: Dec. 8 to Dec. 16,
2017. Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7:30
p.m. Saturday and Sunday matinees at 2 p.m.
Tickets $17 (General Admission). Call 703425-6782 or visit
www.providenceplayers.org/tickets/
Note: “The Phantom Tollbooth” is coproduced with The Young Hearts, a group of
teens, who raise funds to battle blood cancers
and other diseases. Half of all net proceeds
from this production will be donated by The
Young Hearts to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

need to work together and for compromise, as well as the need for tolerance
and acceptance.”
Amanda Ranowsky portrays Tock the
Watchdog. “Tock is a hybrid of a clock
and a dog, literally, a ‘Watchdog.’ Tock is
a friend, protector, and sidekick for Milo,”
said Rasnowsky. “There’s something for
everyone to enjoy with this show. Adults
will appreciate the wittiness, and the
many little ‘play-on-words’ that pop up
through our characters and dialogue.
Kids will love the fantasy and adventure
of it all.”
“The cleverness of ‘The Phantom Tollbooth’ and the humor and sophistication
of the language is marvelous. We want
young and old alike to enjoy themselves
and have fun,” said Gertzog.
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Letters
Being Grateful
Every Day
To the Editor:
The omnipotent invading smell
of apple pies and turkey wafts up
to your nose as your mouth waters and after waiting hour after
hour you finally hear the front
door burst open. Laughter and
greetings fill the air as family and
friends enter the warm cozy hearth
of your home from the crisp cold
night outside. You rush down to
meet them and you are greeted
and enveloped into a flurry of loving warm hugs. This is Thanksgiving, the holiday of thanks and one
of my most favorite holidays.
Thanksgiving is a special holiday, in which everyone gets together and celebrates the blessings
bestowed upon them by God and
thanking Him for them. In Islam
there is no one single day where
we give thanks, instead we are
expected to give thanks and be
grateful every day. The Holy Quran
states, “Then seek sustenance from
God, and worship Him, and be
grateful to Him. Unto Him will you
be brought back” (29:18). Not
only are we expected to be grateful to God but to others as well.
Prophet Muhammad (Peace and
Blessings be Upon Him) said, “One
who is not grateful to others is not
grateful to God.”
This Thanksgiving it is important to keep in mind the true
meaning behind the holiday, and
remember the importance of
gratefulness, not only on this day
but on every other day as well.
Khafia Choudhary
Springfield

Caring for
Each Other
To the Editor:
In response to the article recently written by Mary Kimm
(“Give Locally in Fairfax County,”
Connection, Nov. 15-21), in regard
to giving to those in need during
the holidays, I think that it is important for articles like these to be
written.
While it is obvious that we
should give to the less fortunate,
our society tends to forget about
helping others because we are so
consumed with ourselves. I really
like the encouragement of donating locally because it allows people
to start small and gives them a
realistic goal. It also allows us to
be more involved in the community around us.
A thing to consider is that people
may not be willing to help those
who are poor because they believe
it’s their own fault. This goes to
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show how stereotypes are detrimental to our society and cause
division rather than unity. It is
important to realize that many
homeless people and people who
are struggling financially are in the
situation that they are in due to
no fault of their own.
I am not saying that you must
help out or you are a bad person,
however I believe that it is important for our society as a whole to
be more caring to each other.
Bryan Kim
Student, James Madison
University

Public’s Role
in Reducing
Gun Violence
To the Editor:
Thanks for your article “Protesting Gun Violence,” which focused
on the persistent efforts of a number of groups to reduce gun violence. I applaud the author’s recognition that these organizations
focus on gun violence prevention
rather than “gun control.” How we
talk about this problem is one key
to solving it.
Just as the language and duration of media coverage of suicides
influences subsequent copycat suicides, so does coverage of mass
shootings. Unrelenting focus on
the motive of the murderer, the
body count, and weapons used
only fuels the next murderer. The
term “gun control” merely draws
resistance from those who mistrust
government in all its forms. Instead, we must be honest about
the costs to our community and
what is standing in the way of preventing future tragedies. Moreover, we must support legislators
when they focus on proven, evidence-based measures to prevent
future gun violence.
The Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act/
Zero Tolerance for Domestic Abusers Act (S.1539/H.R.3207) seeks
to close the outrageous loopholes
in federal law that allow stalkers
and non-spouse romantic partners
convicted of domestic abuse to buy
and possess firearms. I strongly
urge all readers to call Senators
Kaine and Warner, and Representatives Beyer, Comstock, and
Connelly and insist that they sign
on as co-sponsors without delay.
Mass shootings gain national
attention, but every life lost to gun
violence is tragic. Statistics show
that the holiday season is a particular time of increased risk for
domestic violence involving guns.
There are ways to reduce gun violence to make every season safer
for families, but change won’t hap-

pen until the public demands that
it does.
Gun violence is a public health
crisis, not a challenge for the next
shooter, and we must begin to address it as such.
Luci Cedrone
McLean

Gun Violence
and Domestic
Abuse
To the Editor:
No one approves of gun violence. I think we can safely start
with that assumption. The issue
seems to be whether any government – state or federal – has a role
to play in setting policy that would
seek to reduce gun violence.
Clearly, this question raises a lot
of angst on all sides of the issue. I
sincerely hope that if we can take
a practical approach and ask legislators on both side of the aisle to
work together, perhaps we can
find compromise.
What a novel idea in politics today, working together to find compromise! I, for one, am grateful for
any politician willing to work with
the other side to find common
sense solutions.
Del. Kathleen Murphy has done
this. In 2016, she worked with
Republican legislators in the Virginia House of Delegates to pass a
bill that reduces the likelihood of
a violent family member shooting
someone in the household. Thanks
to her, any person convicted of
second domestic violence offense
will be guilty of a felony and prohibited from possessing a firearm.
This change in the law required
the support of both parties in the
Virginia General Assembly. The
outcome is a textbook example of
a common sense compromise.
In the past session, Del. Murphy
introduced legislation that would
further limit gun ownership by
those convicted of domestic abuse.
It is refreshing to see Murphy’s
continued commitment to the issue and her belief that people of
good will can come together and
get things done.
Kate Phillips
Vienna

Write
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LANDSCAPING

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Good is not
good, where
better is
expected.

From Page 5
THROUGH DEC. 3
Coat and Blanket Drive. Nova Relief Center is
holding a blanket and coat drive for Syrian and
Iraqi refugees who have fled their homesto
escape the violence from the civil war in Syria.
Paxton Van Lines and Maersk are donating their
services this year. Donated blankets and coats
should be new or gently worn, and may be
dropped off at any designated drop-off location
below. To make a tax-deductible donation, visit
NOVA Relief Center’s website at
www.NOVAReliefCenter.org
❖ City of Fairfax – City Hall, 10455 Armstrong St.,
Fairfax
❖ Northern Virginia Community College, 8333
Little River Turnpike, Annandale,
❖ Virginia International University, 4401 Village
Drive, Fairfax
❖ Paxton Van Lines, 5300 Port Royal Road,
Springfield
❖ Merrifield VA CITGO, 8318 Lee Highway, Fairfax
❖ American Turkish Friendship Association, 11200
Waples Mill Road, Suite 360
Fairfax
❖ Office of Chairman Sharon Bulova, Fairfax
County Government Center, 12000 Government
Center Parkway, Suite 530, Fairfax
❖ Office of Supervisor Pat Herrity, Springfield
Governmental Center, 6140 Rolling Road,
Springfield
❖ Office of Supervisor John Cook, 9002 Burke Lake
Road, Burke
❖ Office of Supervisor Jeff McKay, Franconia
Governmental Center, 6121 Franconia Road,
Alexandria

-Thomas Fuller
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MONDAY/DEC. 4
Advocacy Day. 6-9 p.m. at at the Gatehouse
Center, 8115 Gatehouse Road, Falls Church.
Fairfax County Council of PTAs (FCCPTA) is
hosting its first ever Advocacy Day event just for
you as a PTA member. This free event is
designed to provide an opportunity to meet,
engage, and build relationships with local
elected officials on the Fairfax County School
Board and Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.
Visit www.fccpta.org.

TUESDAY/DEC. 5
Blue Christmas Service. 7:30 p.m. at the Pohick
Episcopal Church is located at 9301 Richmond
Highway, Lorton. A Blue Christmas service
recognizes the difficulties of the season for those
experiencing grief, sadness, or loss. Eucharistic
service of meditation, music, candle lighting,
and prayers of consolation and healing calls to
mind the comfort, hope, and encouragement of
the season. Visit www.pohick.org or call 703339-6572.

MONDAY/DEC. 11
Community Meetings. 7:30 p.m. at Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke. Braddock
District Supervisor John Cook and the Fairfax
County Department of Transportation (FCDOT)
will host a community meetings focused on
specific sections of Braddock Road this fall. This
meeting is on the Burke Lake intersection. The
goal of the Braddock Road Multimodal Study is
to develop commuting improvements for the
corridor from Guinea Road to I-495 to
Ravensworth Road. Visit fairfaxcounty.gov/
fcdot/braddockroadmmstudy/.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke sponsors
a monthly meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month, noon-1:30 p.m., for caregivers to learn
and to share with others experiencing similar
challenges. Before attending, contact the
facilitator, Eileen Thompson at 703-451-8626 or
eileen.thompson1@gmail.com.
Haven of Northern Virginia provides support,
compassion, information and resources to the
bereaved and seriously ill. To become a Haven
volunteer, please call 703-941-7000 to request
an orientation. Volunteers must complete a 30hour training and commit to one year of service
answering Haven phones (2.5 hours weekly).
Next training is scheduled for fall 2017.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Giving Thanks
for the Going

TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE

Four hours up north with moderate hassle
first thing Thanksgiving-Thursday morning.
Dinner and all the fixings with family and
friends upon arrival, after a midday break.
Conversations and such with young, medium
and old (with yours truly being the oldest of
our generation) until 1:15 a.m., (a recent time
record for many). Up at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast with more casual talk and noshing. Out
the door at 9:15-ish heading back for an
immediate day-after return trip home scheduled to make an early Friday afternoon chemotherapy infusion. Infusion completed and
on the final way home, a stop at the supermarket at 4 p.m. – since we had no
Thanksgiving leftovers (turkey sandwiches in
particular) to satiate the deprived. Dinner as
soon as possible since we were both hungry
and tired after our up-and-back. Turkey
breast, mashed potatoes and peas for our own
leftovers, off-and-on television and napping
and then we both called it at 9:15 p.m. or so.
Twelve hours later, we were both awake.
What a sleep! What a 24 hours! What a wonderful holiday! I wouldn’t characterize it as an
ordeal. However, it was a bit of an undertaking given my Friday afternoon commitment;
my first-ever, post-holiday, having-to-rushback-from-out-of-town excursion. Though in
previous years, we may have occasionally
travelled up and back in the same day, when
our route was two-hours to Pennsylvania
where the in-laws lived, we are older and presumably wiser now and somewhat less able
and inclined to travel with as little margin and
rest.
Compounded of course with Kenny-withcancer being mostly behind the wheel, a permanent designated driver since I don’t drink
and still see pretty well at night. Still, I’m
hardly the driver I used to be and the affect of
the holiday festivities on my fellow drivers is
always cause for concern.
But all’s well that ends well, except for the
piles of Thanksgiving day-afters left where we
last saw them, miles away. Nevertheless, we
are happy to have made the effort, despite the
less-than-ideal timing. As difficult as this kind
of schedule was/had to be, I can’t let, as much
as possible anyway, my cancer stuff: infusions,
24-hour urine collection, pre-chemotherapy
lab work, quarterly scans and yearly MRIs and
quarterly appointments with my oncologist
impact my semi-normal life. In fact, my
oncologist has been a major proponent of my
“quality of life,” an advisory he has regularly
encouraged.
I’ve always felt, from the beginning of my
diagnosis/prognosis, that I was not going to
live my life any differently than I had previous
to 2/27/09. As challenging as that proved to
be on many occasions, my goal has been to
try and integrate my life around my chemotherapy – and vice versa, and to not let too
many chips fall along the wayside. Moreover,
my philosophy has been not to bucket a list
either, but rather to simply live my usual and
customary life and not be affected by my “13month to two-year prognosis.” If I was doing
bucket list-type things, things that I would
ordinarily not be doing, I felt that would be
reinforcing a negative: that I was going to die
prematurely, rather than encouraging a positive: that I am going to live.
For me, maintaining the status quo and
continuing to do the little things that characterize who I am and what I value seemed
more appropriate and more Kenny-like. Not
sharing Thanksgiving dinner with relatives with
whom I’ve shared a table going on nearly 40
years wouldn’t have helped at all. Not now, or
ever.
Finding balance – and sanity in the midst
of a battle royal – vs a “terminal” diagnosis,
stage IV, non-small cell lung cancer, is all it’s
cracked up to be. A little fun, make that a lot
of fun, never hurt anyone, especially those of
us fighting for our lives.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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