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Members of the St. James Episcopal Church
Youth Group presented a Living Nativity on the
front lawn of the church on Sunday, Dec. 10. The
pageant attracted about 100 spectators.
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News

’Tis the Season
Santa rides through Potomac
Falls with the help of the Cabin
John Park Volunteer Fire Department. Santa’s scheduled
nightly run through the area is
6-9 p.m. through Dec. 20. He is
also accepting presents for
children that CJPVFD members
will donate to the National
Center for Children and Families and the United States
Marine Corps Toys for Tots
program. New toys may be
brought out to Santa as he
passes by on the fire truck or
dropped off at either Cabin
John Park Fire Station 10, 8001
River Road or Station 30, 9404
Falls Road. See www.cjpvfd.org.

Photo by Deborah Stevens/
The Almanac

Displaying His Art at Miami Beach’s Art Basel
Max Mueller credits
parents and Winston
Churchill High School.
By Susan Belford
The Almanac

rt Basel-Miami Beach is one the
premier art shows held annually
in the U.S. It is an extension of
the world-famous Art Basel in
Switzerland that has morphed into a global show in cities around the world. In the
American show, “leading galleries from
North America, Latin America, Europe, Asia
and Africa show significant work from the
masters of Modern and contemporary art,
as well the new generation of emerging
stars. Paintings, sculptures, installations,
photographs, films, and editioned works of
the highest quality are on display in the
main exhibition hall. Ambitious large-scale
artworks, films and performances become
part of the city’s outdoor landscape at
nearby Collins Park and SoundScape Park.Ó
Potomac’s Max Mueller has been asked
to display his talents in this prestigious
show.
Mueller, the son of Janice and Michael
Mueller, grew up in Potomac , attended
Seven Locks Elementary, Cabin John Middle
and graduated in 2011 from Winston
Churchill High School.
“I’ve drawn, painted and created things
with my hands ever since I can remember,”

A
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Maximilian Mueller is an American
Contemporary artist from
Potomac, currently based in Brooklyn, N.Y.
he said. “I really owe it to my parents for
nurturing my creativity and exposing me
to so many kinds of art and cultures from
such a young age. I always loved art and
using my imagination.”
At Winston Churchill High School, he
chose Honors and AP Art classes and, in his
junior year, had the opportunity to display
his art in juried art competitions such as
the John Hopkins’ VisArts competition
where he received an honorable mention.
In his senior year, he won the Gold Key
Award from Scholastic Art and Writing and
was accepted into the Parsons School of

tion, but knew that my art would always be influenced more by the cultures of skateboarding, cartoons, folk
art, pop art, low-brow, DIY and street
art.”
Although his day job is in apparel
design “to be able to afford his creativity,” his real love is working in his
studio and displaying his art in shows
and galleries.
“I have been so fortunate that I have
met success through following my
passions. I have been a skateboarder
since I was 7 and when I moved to
New York, skateboarding was my
main form of transportation. I became
acquainted with the skateboarding
community and through the people I
Photos by Chris Miller met, I became hooked up with Adidas
Max Mueller has done designs for Vans,
— who really put me on the map. I
Mountain Dew, Mike Vallely, Arizona Ice
did shirts, shoes and then was feaTea, NYSkateboarding, Barnes and
tured on the back cover of the AuNoble and others.
gust issue of Juxtapoz Art and Culture Magazine. I have also done deDesign in New York City to study industrial signs for Vans, Mountain Dew, Mike Vallely,
and product design. He graduated in 2015 Arizona Ice Tea, NYSkateboarding, Barnes
and Noble and many more.”
and makes Brooklyn his home.
This year, Adidas will be featuring 14 art“Winston Churchill High School is where
I really started my journey to becoming an ists from around the world — and Mueller
artist,” he said. “I had the most amazing is one of four from the U.S. chosen to parteacher, Alexandra Michaels, who taught me ticipate. “I would not be at Art Basel – Miso much. The first art show I was ever a ami Beach if it weren’t for Adidas,” he said.
part of was at Behnke’s Nursery in April of “My goal is to be able to pursue my art as a
2009. This is where I fell in love with show- full-time job; right now, I am just excited
casing my work. I also apprenticed and and pleased that companies are seeking me
studied painting at Yellow Barn Studios at out for my designs.”
To view more of Mueller’s art go to:
Glen Echo Park where I did a lot of still life
and nude figure studies. I built the founda- www.muellerstudios.net.
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Local non-profit
collecting gift
cards for
the needy.
local charity is working
to make sure all families in Montgomery
County have a joyous
holiday season. Interfaith Works,
local non-profit, social service organization, is collecting gift cards
for those in need.
The organization’s officials are
asking the public to donate $25
gift cards to stores such as Giant,
Aldi, Kmart, Kohls, and Target.
“Many families struggle to pay
basic expenses throughout the
year,” said Charlotte Garvey of Interfaith Works. “When the holidays
roll around, they have nothing
extra for the kind of holidays that
most of us remember and cherish.
The gift cards will provide a
memorable holiday meal and allow parents to give their children
that special gift they really want.”
Gift cards can be delivered to the
Interfaith Works offices, located at
114 West Montgomery Ave.,
Rockville by Dec. 15.

A

— Marilyn Campbell

Bulletin Board
Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

SOBER-RIDE FOR WINTER HOLIDAYS
Free Sober Rides. The annual Holiday
SoberRider program will operate 8
p.m.-4 a.m. each night from Friday,
Dec. 15, 2017-Monday, Jan. 1, 2018.
area residents age 21 and older
celebrating with alcohol may
download Lyft to their phones, then
enter the code in the app’s “Promo”
section to receive their no cost (up to
$15) safe transportation home.
WRAP’s weekly Holiday SoberRide
promo codes will be posted at 2:00
pm on Dec. 15, Dec. 23 and Dec. 31
on www.SoberRide.com.

See Bulletin, Page 8
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Living Nativity

Photo Contributed

Members of the St. James Episcopal Church Youth Group, students in grades 6-12,
presented a Living Nativity on the front lawn of the church, 11815 Seven Locks
Road on Sunday, Dec. 10. The Nativity featured traditional Christmas carols and
live animals including a donkey, some sheep and some goats, borrowed from David
D Farms in Frederick County.

Protect TPS and DACA Recipients
County Council calls on federal government to ensure
legal status of beneficiaries of Temporary Protected
Status and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals.
he Montgomery County Council unanimously passed a resolution Tuesday, Dec. 12
calling on national leaders to extend Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for eligible recipients
from all nations currently covered, and to create a
legal framework that would create a path to permanent residency for TPS holders, as well as beneficiaries of and people eligible for the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).
Ambassador of El Salvador Claudia Ivette Canjura
de Centeno, General Consul Ena Peña, and Maryland Del. Ana Sol Gutierrez attended the council session to voice their support for the resolution, which
was introduced by Councilmember George Leventhal
and Council President Nancy Navarro, was co-sponsored by all other councilmembers.
“Countless TPS holders and DACA recipients call
Montgomery County home. They are our neighbors,
our co-workers, our colleagues and our friends.” said
Leventhal, who serves as chair of the council’s Health
and Human Services Committee. “To kick them out
of the country, without regard to how it would affect
our economy or our schools is short-sighted, thoughtless and cruel.”
The current administration has announced that it
will no longer renew TPS for nationals from Nicaragua, Haiti, and other nations, breaking with decades
of precedent. The Department of Homeland Security is currently reviewing possible termination of all
other TPS programs, including TPS benefits for
250,000 Salvadorans and 57,000 Hondurans, two

T
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nationalities which comprise the majority of
Maryland’s TPS holders. The status of all 800,000
DACA recipients, also known as Dreamers, will likewise expire in March 2018 if they are not provided
with a path to legalize their status.
Maryland is home to the second largest population of TPS holders nationally, with 19,800 from El
Salvador, as well as more than 9,700 Dreamers. The
termination of TPS status and the DACA program
would result in annual economic losses of approximately $1.6 billion to Maryland, as well as putting
individuals and families in perilous conditions and
separating parents from their U.S.-born children,
according to the council statement.
“For more than 20 years we have welcomed refugees from all over the world, allowing them to build
a life in our community,” said Councilmember Elrich,
who serves as chair of the council’s Public Safety
Committee. “They have obtained jobs legally and
worked hard, started businesses, paid taxes, purchased homes, had children, and built rich lives for
themselves in their new home. They are valued members of our community, yet this new policy threatens
to tear families apart — to separate children from
parents, breadwinners from their families, spouses
from one another. It is the antithesis of family values, and will leave a hole in the fabric of our community and our country of immigrants. I join my
colleagues in urging the federal government to find
a legislative solution to the crisis created by the termination of TPS status and the DACA program.”
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Holiday Entertainment
Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac.
Join other middle schoolers for
games and snacks, featuring DJ Eli.
$5. Call 240-777-6956 for more.

ONGOING

SATURDAY/DEC. 16

Friends of the Yellow Barn.
Through Dec. 23, The Yellow Barn
Studio gives annual members show.
Visit www.glenechopark.org or
www.yellowbarnstudio.com. Call
301-634-2222.
Winter Lights Festival. Through Dec.
31, Sunday-Thursday, 6-9 p.m.;
Friday-Saturday, 6-10 p.m. at Seneca
Creek Park, 11950 Clopper Road,
Gaithersburg. Winter Lights is a 3.5mile drive through a holiday light
show at Seneca Creek Park with more
than 360 illuminated displays.
Additional events include Wine
Under the Lights, Run Under the
Lights, Leashes ’n’ Lights, and, S’More
Lights & Trolley Rides. Visit
www.gaithersburgmd.gov/leisure/
special-events/winter-lights-festival.
Silver and Gold Exhibit. Various
times through Jan. 6 at The Waverly
Street Gallery, 4600 East West
Highway, Bethesda. Call 301-9519441 for more.
Potomac Games Group.
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. at Potomac
Community Recreation Center,
11315 Falls Road, Potomac. The
world is in the midst of a Golden Age
of new board and card games for
players of all ages. Free. Contact
event host Randy Hoffman at 412983-5411 or
wrandyhoffman@gmail.com.

Winter Wonderland Breakfast. 9–
11 a.m. at the East County
Community Recreation Center, 3310
Gateshead Manor Way, Silver Spring.
Breakfast with Santa and friends,
face painting and more. Have your
picture taken with Santa. Call 240777-8090 for more.
Holiday Fair and Puppet Show. 11
a.m.-2 p.m. at Gwendolyn Coffield
Community Recreation Center, 2450
Lyttonsville Road, Silver Spring.
Family festivity featuring “Santa’s
Workshop” presented by Blue Sky
Puppet Theater. Free. Visit
ActiveMONTGOMERY.org or call
240-777-4900 for more.
Mountain Dulcimers of Northern
Virginia. 1:30-3:30 p.m. at Great
Falls Tavern, 11710 MacArthur Blvd.
Visitors may try their hand at playing
a mountain dulcimer, percussion
instrument, or simply sing along. Call
301-767-3714 for more.
Artist Demonstration. 3-5 p.m. at at
Gallery B, 7700 Wisconsin Ave., Suite
E, Bethesda, Loriann Signori
demonstrates her techniques for
landscape paintings. Call 301-2157990 for more.

DECEMBER 2017
Christmas Tree Sale. Cabin John
Park Volunteer Fire Department,
Station 10, 8001 River Road. Call
301-365-2255 or visit
www.cjpvfd.org.
Santa on Fire Engines Toy
Collection. A procession of fire
engines run by the Cabin John Park
Volunteer Fire Department, carry
Santa on a tour of Potomac
neighborhoods over the course of
several evenings in December,
collecting unwrapped new toys for
needy children. Call 301-365-2255 or
visit www.cjpvfd.org.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/DEC. 16-17
Handel’s “Messiah.” Saturday, 8
p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m. at the
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda. Led by Artistic
Director Stan Engebretson, the
concert will feature the
Philharmonic’s nearly 200 voice allvolunteer Chorale, as well as soloists
Esther Heideman (soprano); Yvette

Breakfast Fundraiser
“Take a Cancer Survivor to Breakfast Day,” on
Friday, Dec. 15, from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Original Pancake House, 7703 Woodmont
Ave, Bethesda. 15 percent of all receipt totals
will be donated to the National Coalition for
Cancer Survivorship, courtesy of the Bulman
Family, owners of the restaurant, in partnership with former NCCS CEO, Ellen Stovall.
Visit www.originalpancakehouse.com.

Smith (mezzo-soprano); Norman
Shankle (tenor); and Trevor
Scheunemann (baritone). $28-$88.
Visit www.nationalphilharmonic.org
or call 301-581-5100.

at the North Potomac Senior Center,
13860 Travilah Road, Rockville.
Holiday tunes led by the North
Potomac Amazing Senior Singers.
Free. Call 240-773-4805 for more.

SUNDAY/DEC. 17

THURSDAY/DEC. 21

An Afternoon with Santa. noon-2
p.m. at the Praisner Community
Recreation Center, 14906 Old
Columbia Pike, Burtonsville. Kidfriendly spaghetti lunch; pictures
with Santa (bring camera); arts and
crafts; cookie decorating; moon
bounce and more. $5. Ages 12 and
under. Call 240-777-4970 for more.

Holiday Caroling and Concert. 1-2
p.m. at the White Oak Senior Center,
1700 April Lane, Silver Spring.
Eggnog and hot cider while singing
holiday tunes with the North
Potomac Amazing Senior Singers.
Call 240-777-6944 for more.

MONDAY/DEC. 18
Encore Chorale Holiday Concert.
1–3 p.m. at the Margaret
Schweinhaut Senior Center, 1000
Forest Glen Road, Silver Spring.
Encore Chorale led by Jeanne Kelly,
founder and director, as they perform
holiday music. Call 240-777-8085.

TUESDAY/DEC. 19
Jingle Bells That Rock. 1:30-3 p.m.

FRIDAY/DEC. 22
Holiday Party with DJ Tyzer. noon2 p.m. at the Margaret Schweinhaut
Senior Center, 1000 Forest Glen
Road, Silver Spring. Nutrition
program will provide lunch followed
by moving and shaking on the dance
floor. Call 240-777-8085 for more.

SATURDAY/DEC. 30
Family Painting Fun. 2-5 p.m. at
VisArts, 155 Gibbs St., Suite 300,
Rockville. Blank 16-inch-by-20-inch

canvas, acrylic paint, brushes, easel,
and aprons provided. Visit
www.visartsatrockville.org/ for more.
New Year’s Party. 6-10 p.m. at the
Holiday Park Senior Center, 3950
Ferrara Drive, Wheaton. Ring in the
New Year a night early with party
hats, streamers, and plenty of
dancing. For ages 15 and up with
disabilities. $10. Call 240-777-4999
for more.

SATURDAY/JAN. 6
Art Retreat. 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. in the
Buchanan Room, VisArts, 155 Gibbs
St., Rockville. $50. Visit
www.visartsatrockville.org/ for more.
An Evening of Russian Jewels. 8
p.m. at the Westmoreland
Congregational UCC Church, 1
Westmoreland Circle, Bethesda.
Pianist Alexander Paley,
internationally acclaimed concert
soloist and soloist with orchestras
throughout the US, Europe, China
and South America, returns for his
only annual concert in the DC area.
Visit www.westmorelanducc.org.

THURSDAY/DEC. 14
Holiday Party. 1-3 p.m. at Damascus
Senior Center, 9701 Main St.,
Damascus. Celebrate the holiday
season and the New Year with light
refreshments and a toast to the New
Year. Free. Call 240-777-6995 for
more.

FRIDAY/DEC. 15
Take a Cancer Survivor to
Breakfast Day. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Original Pancake House, 7703
Woodmont Ave, Bethesda. 15 percent
of all receipt totals will be donated to
the National Coalition for Cancer
Survivorship, courtesy of the Bulman
Family, owners of the restaurant.
Visit
www.originalpancakehouse.com/ for
more.
Winter Wonderland on Ice. 5–9
p.m. at Plum Gar Community
Recreation Center, 19561 Scenery
Drive, Germantown. Skating on ice,
karaoke, baking, and light
refreshments. Call 240-777-4919 for
more.
PCR’s Annual Holiday Party. 7-9
p.m. at The Connelly School of the
Holy Child Gym, 9029 Bradley Blvd.,
Potomac. Party for Potomac
Community Rescources members and
volunteers featuring a DJ, dancing
and light fare. Visit pcr-inc.org, email
seth@pcr-inc.org or call 301-3650561.
Pre Teen Winter Party. 9:15-11 p.m.
at Potomac Community Recreation
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Home for the Holidays
Kentucky’s Moonshune, Mountains & Music, May 7-10. ...................................$799
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna, McLean Metro & Rockville, 3 nights hotel with
daily breakfast, 2 lunches & e dinners, Sightseeing & evening entertainment.
Puglia, Italy, April 14-22. .....................................................................................$2795
Includes air from Dulles, 7-nights at one hotel with day.y breakfast, 2 lunches &
3 dinners,Sightseeing. Call for detailed itinerary.
Bermuda Cruise from Baltimore on RCCL, May 19-24. ................. $464 plus taxes
Includes 5-nights cruising on the Grandeur of the Seas with all meals & transfers
Transfers from Vienna will be available.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB

100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703.242-2204

1-800-556-8646

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com
for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Photos by Jessica Yurinko

Designer Kelly Proxmire of Bethesda
created this holiday mantel.

Light Up the Season
Designer Camille Saum of Bethesda created this tree for “Light Up the Season.”

Through Dec. 20 at Four Seasons in Georgetown,
2800 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, D.C.

Holiday Décor on Display
Top designers create lavish holiday designs for charity.
hose still looking for inspiration for holiday
décor are in luck thanks to some of the area’s
top tastemakers. The lights and shapes of
Christmas trees, holiday mantels, a menorah and
other décor, designed by some of Washington’s top
interior designers, are on display.
The designers donated their time to create festive
displays for an event called “Light Up the Season” to
benefit for Children’s National Health System. The
designs were unveiled earlier this month at a festive
event that included activities such as holiday cookie
decorating, ornament making, a visit from Santa and
Children’s National Dr. Bear mascot, musical performances and youth entertainers, silent auction.
Each original piece is a collaboration between patients of Children’s National and area designers and
businesses. The Creative & Therapeutic Arts Services
at Children’s National worked with the Children’s
Health Board to pair designers with patients for inspiration
The holiday decor will be on display and available
for purchase at the Four Season Hotel in Georgetown
through Dec. 20.
— Marilyn Campbell

T

OUR LADY OF MERCY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. William D. Byrne, Pastor
9200 Kentsdale Drive
Potomac, Maryland 20854
301-365-1415 www.olom.org

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
WITH US
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24
Prelude music begins one half-hour before each Mass
4:00 pm Cherub & Children’s Choir/Flute (Church)
4:00 pm Piano/Cantor (McAuley Hall)
6:00 pm Cantor/Hand Bells
8:00 pm Choir/Strings/Trumpet/Flute
10:00 pm Schola/Strings/Trumpet/Flute

Arlington-based designers Alex Hubbard
and Allie Mann put finishing touches on
the tree they created for “Light Up the
Season.”

Christmas Day, Monday, December 25
3UHOXGHPXVLFEHJLQV¿IWHHQPLQXWHVEHIRUH0DVV
9:00 am Choir
11:00 am Vocal Quartet
5:00 pm

ADDITIONAL MASS INFORMATION
Tuesday, December 26, 2017
9:00 am no 7:00 am or 8:30 am Mass
Monday, January 1, 2018
New Year’s Day, Mary, Mother of God
9:00 am
no 7:00 am or 8:30 am Mass
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Jose Naldo
Notary Public

Looking for a ‘Gift
Outside the Box’
❖ Buy Local: Support County
businesses and purchase locally
made products.
“According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, household waste increases an average
of 25 percent between Thanksgiving and New Year’s,” said Bubar.
“Wrapping paper, decorations,
packaging, and in many cases, the
gifts we buy, can end up in the
waste stream. We hope the ‘Gift
Outside the Box’ campaign inspires residents to rethink some of
their gift choices, as well as, how
they shop. The easiest first step is
to bring your reusable bag when
shopping for holiday gifts or supplies.”
The five “Gift Outside the Box”
themes are displayed on RideOn
buses and in county buildings and
featured on county social media
and at events through the end of
December. DEP has launched a
Gift Outside of the Box webpage,
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
dep/gift-greener.html, which provides a wide range of information
and resources for residents looking to “green” the holidays.

350 C Fortune Terrace
Potomac, MD 20854
Professional Furniture Packaging Service
Offering New & Improved Products & Services

WE DO GIFT WRAPPING

Vacation Special

Ship Your Items with us
Before You Travel – Why
Wait in Airport Lines?

Pick-Up Service Available

301-217-0938
Fax 301-217-0939
Open Mon–Fri 9 am–7pm
Sat 10 am–4 pm

We Sell:
• Fax Services • Color Copies • Stamps • Passport Photos
• Phone Cards & Cellular Phones • Western Union
Shipping Services:
• FedEx Express • UPS • Worldwide
• U.S. Postal Service • DHL
• Madrano Express South America (Boxes/Cargo)
Other Services:
• Internet/Web Page Design
• Travel Services (Tickets)
• Applications for MasterCard 100% Approval
• Senior Discount Always Available from 10%-30%
• Active Military Personnel Also Receive Discounts

Potomac
Woods PACKPlaza N-SHIP

Fortune Terrace

One coupon per customer. Valid
with coupon only. Not valid with any
other offer. Expires 12/31/17.

Any UPS or FedEx shipment of 10 lbs. or more or
$1.00 OFF if under 10 lbs.
One coupon per customer. Valid
with coupon only. Not valid with any
other offer. Expires 12/31/17.

Montrose Road
7 Locks Road

Montgomery County Executive
Ike Leggett and Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP)
Acting Director Patty Bubar
launched the county’s “Gift Outside the Box” holiday campaign
last month.
The DEP public awareness campaign aims to help residents make
sustainable choices to reduce
waste, support local businesses
and encourage volunteerism during the holiday season.
The Gift Outside the Box campaign has five main themes:
❖ Give to Reduce, Reuse
and Recycle: Reduce waste by
buying gifts made from recycled
or reused materials, and minimizing wrapping.
❖ Gift Greener: Help the environment by greening how you
buy and what you buy.
❖ Give Back: Instead of a traditional gift, donate to charity or
volunteer with others.
❖ Gift Experiences: From
theater tickets to Montgomery
Parks classes, give your loved ones’
activities and experiences, instead
of more stuff.

Pack-N-Ship

One coupon per customer. Valid
with coupon only. Not valid with any
other offer. Expires 12/31/17.

Focusing on Residents
With Developmental Differences
The County Council unanimously approved on Tuesday,
Dec. 12 a resolution directing
the Council Administrator to
designate appropriate members
of the council staff to form a
Work Group on Meeting the
Needs of Residents with Developmental Differences.
“The goal of this work group
is to provide a blueprint to address many of the important issues facing, not only individuals with developmental differences, but their family members
and
caregivers,”
said
Councilmember
George
Leventhal, who chairs the
Health and Human Services
Committee. “Members of the
work group will provide an indepth examination of how individuals with developmental
differences and their loved ones
navigate services for things like
housing assistance, transportation, job training and education
and help us to identify areas
that need improvement.”
The goal of the work group
is to advance the equitable
treatment of county residents
with developmental differwww.ConnectionNewspapers.com

ences (also called developmental disabilities). The group will
include representatives from
major county departments –
Health and Human Services,
Transportation, Housing and
Community Affairs, Recreation, Montgomery County
Public Schools (MCPS), and
Montgomery College – as well
as the Maryland Developmental Differences Administration,
community organizations, and
the public at large.
While there is no exact estimate of the number of county
residents with developmental
differences, the 2016 American
Community Survey reports that
29,614 people identify as having a cognitive disability; with
about 70 percent of those being less than 65 years of age.
MCPS reported that for 2016,
there were 2,386 special education students with autism;
3,387 with a developmental
delay; and 653 with an intellectual disability. Other national
models estimate that the county
has about 15,000 to 16,000
people with developmental disabilities.
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As Good
As It Gets
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Five weeks of blissful ignorance. (Speak for
yourself. I am.) No 24-hour urine collection.
No pre-chemotherapy lab work. No chemotherapy infusion. No CT scan. No follow-up
appointment with my oncologist – or any
other doctor for that matter. No brain MRI. No
fasting. No emailing. No prescription-drug
refilling. No vitals. No weight check. No
taste/eating side effects. No anything. Other
than pretending and presuming that all is not
wrong in my “whirled” (my underlying diagnosis), life is for the living, and I’m living proof,
random though it may be, that an incredibly
grim/surreal prognosis: “13 months to two
years,” was not all it was cracked up to be.
Forgive me if I unleash my pent-up inner
demons. As a cancer patient, there’s just so
much to worry about; daily, weekly, monthly
and always, that when you get a break/brake
in the action, it becomes a moment in time to
celebrate and cherish.
Good things may come in small packages,
but great things come in five-week intervals.
And though the minor deficits I have as a
result of nearly nine years of chemotherapy
have not dissipated; in the scheme of things, in
the midst of two-fortnights-and-a-half of “unencumbrances,” to quote my late father, I am
“untethered,” to once again quote my father.
This time however, quoting the late, great Sid
Caesar for a skit he performed (involving “an
elephant,” my father always said) on “The
Show of Shows” back in the early 50s.
And so for the next month and change, I
am almost normal (or a reasonable facsimile
thereof); other than following my daily anticancer, non-Western routine which I have long
ago assimilated into my dos and don’ts, that is.
A routine which, though it can always be
enhanced, is a direct result of the advice I’ve
received from my certified Holistic Health
Coach. And despite the fact that I may not
exactly be on the straight and narrow – more
like the squiggly and wiggly, I certainly am not
on the path I was when my cancer cells activated after I slid into my first PET scan back in
early February 2009, and “lit it up like a
Christmas tree,” according to my thoracic surgeon. An indication/confirmation which led to
a surgical biopsy a week or so later which then
led to the last nine years of my life.
Still, it’s been a life worth living and one for
which I have few regrets. I have lived so far
beyond my original prognosis, it’s not even
funny; it’s ridiculous. Sure, I’m doing more of
the right things than I ever did, but hardly am I
the poster boy for “see what happens when
you ... .” If I’m the poster boy for anything, it’s
more likely “how to maintain and even
increase your weight while being treated for
stage IV, non-small cell lung cancer.”
Not that I won’t savor the moments ahead,
but I am mindful, which led to the substance
of this column, of what happens after this
semi-party is over: Jan. 2, 2018 – 24-hour
urine collection; Jan. 3, 2018 – pre-chemotherapy lab work; Jan. 5, 2018 – chemotherapy infusion; Jan. 17, 2018 – CT scan; and
finally, Jan. 26. 2018 – follow-up appointment
with my oncologist to discuss the results of my
scan, and then maybe another emotional honeymoon or, God forbid, a nightmare that diagnosis to date has rarely raised its ugly head.
That possibility roams my head, constantly;
compartmentalized – yes; “in the vault” – yes,
but unfortunately, “the cancer,” (as “Forrest,
Forrest Gump” said) still in my body and,
medically speaking, not yet something one can
flush out with treatment. But there’s always
hope.
In the past few years, the FDA has
approved half-a-dozen new lung cancer drugs,
more than during the preceding decade. I
don’t think medical professionals would say
they have lung cancer on the run; they might
say however, they have it on the trot. Which is
good for me because I can’t run, but I can trot.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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News
Safe Passage Center
For Families
In Conflict
The county’s new Safe Passage Center is
a family-friendly and safe access site for
families with a Montgomery County Court
Order for shared custody and child visitation. The center’s goal is to enable children
to remain close to both parents regardless
of the family situation or parental conflict.
The center is staffed by trained visit monitors and security guards who remain neutral in family disputes. It features separate
parking lots, entrances and waiting rooms
so that parents do not meet on site.
Situations that may necessitate a referral
from the Court include domestic violence,
mental health concerns, substance abuse
issues, child neglect and/or abuse, and family conflict. Services available at the center
are supervised visitation, which allows parents in high conflict or high-risk situations
to maintain their bond with their children
and have access to their children in a safe
and supervised environment and monitored
exchange where staff will supervise the
transfer of a child from the residential to
the visiting parent at the start of the parent/child contact and back to the residential parent at the end of the contact.
Referrals to the center are from the District and Circuit Courts. Services are offered
free of charge to county residents. Evening
and weekend hours are available to accommodate the needs of families. Services are
by appointment only.
The Safe Passage Center is funded by the
county’s Department of Health and Human
Services and operated by Family Services, Inc.
For more information call the center at
301-417-8939 or safepassagecenter@fsinc.org.

Clearing Sidewalks
Of Snow and Ice
Clearing sidewalks within 24 hours after
the end of a snowstorm is a civic responsibility that keeps communities and neighbors safe — and it’s the law. Property owners are required to clear sidewalks in front
of, and alongside, their properties. Make
sure to clear walks wide enough to accommodate wheelchairs and walkers. If a neighbor is elderly or disabled, consider clearing

their sidewalks and checking on them during storms.
Montgomery County Department of Transportation will clearing ice and snow from 60
miles of county-owned sidewalks (see map
at http://www7.montgomerycountymd.gov/
dotsidewalk/) and more than three miles of
major trails, including along the Bethesda
Trolley Trail, Martin Luther King Jr Recreation Park Trail and Rock Creek Trail. MCDOT
will also be clearing bus shelters and stops
that serve the most daily passengers.
Residents who wish to report an
unshoveled sidewalk can do so online at
www3.montgomerycountymd.gov/311/
SolutionView.aspx?SolutionId=1-LVLDE, or
by calling 311 (240-777-0311 outside the
county). Reports must include an exact address.

Volunteer To Help
Victims of
Sexual Assault
Volunteers are needed to assist sexual
assault victims and their families through
the Victim Assistance and Sexual Assault
Program (VASAP) of the Montgomery
County Department of Health and Human
Services. Interviews are currently being
conducted for a January 2018 training session. VASAP outreach volunteers donated
more than 10,000 hours in 2016 serving
victims of sexual assault and domestic violence in Montgomery County.
Volunteers provide 24-hour crisis counseling and companion services at Montgomery County hospitals and police stations for
victims of rape, sexual assault, and domestic violence. Bilingual volunteers are encouraged to apply.
All potential volunteers must attend a
training program, which covers crisis intervention skills and the specialized knowledge
of the emotional, medical and legal issues
that victims face. Volunteers must commit
to serve for one year, in an on-call capacity,
for one 12-hour shift or two six-hour shifts
per week. All volunteers must be at least
21 years of age, Montgomery County residents, have a valid driver’s license and immediate access to transportation.
For more information or to arrange an
interview, call the Montgomery County
Victim Assistance and Sexual Assault Program at 240-777-1355 or go to
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/vasap.

Bulletin Board
From Page 4
WINTER GUIDE AVAILABLE
The 2017-2018 winter issue of the
Montgomery County Guide for
Recreation and Parks programs is now
available to the public. The Winter Guide
features a wide variety of classes and programs
designed to help participants stay active and
have fun. Residents may register for classes and
programs beginning Monday, November 13,
2017. To view the Winter Guide online, visit
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rec/
Resources/Files/publications/WinterGuide20172018.pdf.

THURSDAY/DEC. 14
Legislative Breakfast. 7-10 a.m. at Bethesda

North Marriott Conference Center, 5701
Marinelli Road, Rockville. Maryland’s candidates
for governor will dine and then digest many of
the controversial issues of the day with a onehour panel discussion with moderator Josh
Kurtz, founder and editor of Maryland Matters.
Visit www.committeeformontgomery.org/ for
more.

SATURDAY/DEC. 16
Rotary Club Tech Clinic. 10 a.m.-noon at
Potomac Library, 10101 Glenolden Drive,
Potomac. One-on-One help with computer,
tablet, or smart phone for seniors. Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Potomac
(www.potomacrotary.org). Register for a 30minute appointment at the information desk or
at 240-777-0690.
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