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T
he trials for the murder of Jose Luis Perez-
Ferman have come to a close. Two years ago,
Perez-Ferman was lured into a park by a

woman he’d been messaging online. Her boyfriend,
Alvaro Saenz Castro, and another man, Reinaldo
Membreno Portillo, hacked Perez-Ferman to death
with machetes. Castro and Portillo were both mem-
bers of the gang MS-13, though the crime was not
related to gang activity. The body was discovered
the next morning at the playground in Beverley Park.
On Dec. 21, Castro was the last of the culprits sen-
tenced. Castro, now 23 years old, will receive 60
years in the penitentiary with 15 years suspended.

Portillo pled guilty to first degree murder and was
sentenced to 60 years in the penitentiary with 30
years suspended, on condition of probation. Leidi
Granados Gutierrez, the 16-year old woman who
lured Perez-Ferman into the park, was charged as an
adult with compounding a felony. Gutierrez was sen-
tenced to commitment with the Department of Ju-

venile Justice and a suspended adult sentence upon
her release, with compliance to supervised proba-
tion. Gutierrez had grown up in El Salvador as a vic-
tim of MS-13, but relationships with the gang had
followed her to the United States where she fell in
with Castro. When he discovered the explicit mes-
sages between Gutierrez and Perez-Ferman, Castro
had pushed Gutierrez to arrange a meet up in a park,
where Castro said he wanted to talk with Perez-
Ferman. But when Perez-Ferman arrived, he was
immediately confronted by Castro and Portillo, who
chased him across the field as he tried to run away.
Perez-Ferman was discovered with stab and slash
wounds across his body and had been nearly decapi-
tated during the attack.

During the trials, Perez-Ferman’s family was regu-
larly in attendance, wearing white shirts honoring
their son. Family members described him as charm-
ing and a pillar of support.

— Vernon Miles

Final Sentencing in Perez-Ferman Murder

First Night
Fireworks light up the sky over the Potomac River to
usher in 2018 as part of the First Night Alexandria
celebration. More photos, page 3.
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C
ould you prepay your real
estate tax in 2017 and
avoid the 2018 federal

tax law’s cap on a state and local
deduction option? The new law
went into effect Jan. 1, but many
Northern Virginians made a last
minute push to try and prepay
2017 property taxes before the law
went into effect. Whether this tac-
tic will work is unclear, and left
localities in an understaffed holi-
day season reeling to try to keep
up with the initial demand for pre-
payments followed by a wave of
requests for refunds.

“Under new tax legislation, only
the first $10,000 of state and lo-
cal taxes are going to be deduct-
ible for tax year 2018 and for-
ward,” said Craig Fifer, director of
communication and public infor-
mation for the City of Alexandria.
“This led to many asking if they
can prepay their state and local
taxes in 2017 to see if they can
avoid the increase in 2018.”

Fifter said the city has always

Pre-Pay
Limbo
Region wrangles
new federal
tax law.

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria has changed
since the 1960s. It’s
parking standards have
not. For years, commer-

cial businesses filing for permits in
Alexandria have requested and
mostly received reductions for
parking. Now, at the Planning
Commission meeting on Jan. 4, a
new set of parking standards for
commercial properties will be pro-
posed. If approved, the Right-Siz-
ing Commercial Parking Standards
will go before City Council at a
public hearing on Jan. 20 for ap-
proval.

“In ‘60s, Metro, Dash, and
Bikeshare weren’t options,” said
Katye North, principal planner for
Transportation and Environmental
Services. “In terms of commercial
uses, the way people are getting
around has changed. Thinking
about retail; people buy things
online. There’s been a bigger push
for neighborhood-serving restau-
rants. For hotels, people usually
Uber rather than renting a car and
parking it [on-site].”

North says one of the biggest
new features of Right-Sizing Com-
mercial Parking Standards is the
new Enhanced Transit Area Map.
Currently the zoning parking dis-

trict map breaks the city down into
six districts of parking require-
ments, but the new parking stan-
dards simplify the map to two ar-
eas: those that are within a half-
mile radius of enhanced transit
options and those that aren’t. En-
hanced transit options in the new
parking standards are listed as
existing and future Metro stations,
transitway routes, and King Street
Trolley stops. Areas outside of the
enhanced transit zones will re-
quire greater parking than those
inside the zones.

The right-sized Commercial
Parking Standards were preceded
by a study that found that 10 per-
cent of the surface area in Alexan-
dria is covered with parking space,
and that much of it is
underutilized. The study of 60
commercial sites across Alexandria
found that during peak usage, 39
percent of the spaces were unused.
At some sites, like Canal Center,
peak occupancy was as low as 25
percent.

Christopher Ziemann, division
chief for Transportation and Envi-
ronmental Services, also noted
that one of the biggest changes in
the new parking standards is a
parking exemption for small busi-
nesses.

“One of biggest changes as we

Finding a Spot
New commercial parking
standards under review.
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Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

D
espite frigid temperatures,
thousands of revelers de-
scended on Alexandria to ring
in the New Year as a midnight

fireworks show ushered in 2018 and con-
cluded the 23rd annual First Night Alexan-
dria celebration.

“We had a few less attendees this year
but those who did come out had a great
time,” said First Night Alexandria executive
director Ann Dorman, who estimated a
crowd of about 8,000 compared to 10,000-
12,000 last year. “Hotels reported a few
cancellations but said that those who at-
tended are already booking for next year.”

More than 150 performances took place
at 24 venues in Old Town and Del Ray, with
live music, dancing, children’s face paint-
ing and games. A Fun Hunt took place dur-
ing the day and a Battle of the Local Stars
at the Durant Arts Center featured a spe-
cial appearance by local favorite Keira
Moran, who used the evening to record a
live performance with the T.C. Williams
Orchestra.

A graduate of T.C. Williams High School,
Moran’s six-song performance with the 22-
piece orchestra was recorded for a special
set that will be available on iTunes early
next year. One hundred percent of proceeds
from sales on iTunes will go to APCS.

“Unfortunately this is probably Keira’s last
performance with us,” Dorman said. “She’s
living in L.A. now but we were lucky to have
her back.”

After 17 years at the helm of First Night
Alexandria, Dorman is stepping down. She
was recognized for her efforts by former
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran at the Durant Arts
Center.

“I’m really proud of how First Night has

grown,” Dorman said. “There was no First
Night in 2000. Then in 2001, in spite of 9/
11, we pulled off a great event that has be-
come a signature event for the city.”

The First Night concept was launched in
Boston in 1975. While hundreds of First
Night events across the country have dis-
appeared since that time, First Night Alex-
andria has continued to grow and thrive,
becoming one of the largest and most suc-
cessful events in the region while adhering
to the original concept of charging one price
for an array of family-friendly entertain-
ment.

“I’m sorry we did not go out with a ban-
ner year,” Dorman said. “Next year will be
a transition period for the First Night orga-
nization so I’ll still be around. But I also
plan to go out and see some of these great
entertainers I’ve been hiring all these years.”

For more information, visit
www.firstnightalexandria.org.

Frigid temps, fireworks usher in 2018.Happy New Year

Former U.S. Rep. Jim Moran hon-
ors First Night Executive Director
Ann Dorman for her 17 years of
service.

Bill Kirchen and Too Much Fun perform at the Torpedo Factory Arts
Center.

Mayor Allison Silberberg with
singer/songwriter Keira Moran.

First Night Alexan-
dria board member
Kerry Donley at the
Durant Arts Center.

Stella Mazzeo poses for a
photo with Professor Arts
Safari (Ander Bordner).
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By Jeanne Theismann
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C
hristmas arrived early for more
than 250 children from local Head
Start programs and Hopkins

House as they picked out toys and visited
with Santa during the annual Firefighters
and Friends to the Rescue toy drive distri-
bution day Dec. 12 at Penn Daw Fire Sta-
tion 11.

“We distributed over 3,500 toys, bikes and
gift cards to 80 schools, shelters and
nonprofits in Alexandria and Fairfax
County,” said Alexandria City Councilman
and Fairfax County Battalion Chief Willie
Bailey, who founded the toy drive 18 years
ago. “Prior to the distribution to school rep-
resentatives, we escorted and gave toys to
local preschool kids.”

Bailey said that 800 new coats were also
given out to children in need. More than
80 volunteers were on hand to help with
the distribution, including firefighter Dave

Saunders and his son Hunter as Santa and
his elf, and Caring Angels Therapy Dogs and
their handlers.

Sponsors of the toy drive include:
Firefighters & Friends to the Rescue; Fairfax
County Fire & Rescue Department; Apple
Federal Credit Union; Whole Foods; Ken &
Kelly Savittiere; Jack Taylor Toyota; Nation-
wide Credit Corporation; Caring Angels
Therapy Dogs; Progressive Firefighters of
Fairfax; Local 2068; Union Street Public
House Restaurant; Bruce Witucki; Fairfax
Fire & Rescue Retirement Association;
Promax Realtors; Fairfax County Federation
of Teachers; Mission BBQ; InspirLit (pro-
vider of 100’s of new books); FCAC Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority; Saint Stephens &
Saint Agnes Middle School; Fairfax County
Police Department; Fairfax County Sheriff’s
Office; Primo Family Restaurant; Modern
Technologies Solutions; Irish Times Restau-
rant; Anthem Health Keepers Plus; and
Gates Hudson.

“So many organizations came together

today to make this a wonderful event not
only for the kids but also for the volunteers,”
Bailey said. “We had staff from the local
schools telling us that some families were
deciding whether to pay a bill, purchase
food for the household, or buy gifts for the
kids. Hopefully today we were able to take
some of the pressure off of those families
and make that decision a little easier.”

For the eighth year, students at St.

Stephen’s & St. Agnes Middle school as-
sisted Bailey in collecting toys for families
in need.

“I have been asked for so many years why
I do this,” Bailey said. “All I can say is that I
learned to give not because I had much but
because I know exactly how it feels to have
nothing. The best gift I have received for
the past 18 Christmases is watching the
smiles on the kids’ faces.”

To the Rescue Firefighters and Friends distribute toys to families in need.

First responders from across the city gather for a photo Dec. 23 at
Samuel Tucker Elementary School after distributing more than 800
toys to children and families in need.
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By Dan Brendel
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R
ecently released Comprehensive
Annual Financial Reports (CAFRs)
show that the city government and
public school system maintained

their long-term trend of fiscal soundness in
FY17.

The city’s CAFR explains that it serves “to
present fairly the [reporting entity’s] financial
position,” adhering “to the principle of full dis-
closure so that the reader may gain the maxi-
mum understanding of the [reporting entity’s]
financial affairs.” It serves as a kind of coun-
terpart to the budget; whereas the budget looks
to the future, the CAFR looks in the rearview
mirror, showing, “What did we actually do and
how did that financial performance end up?”
said Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS)
CFO Michael Herbstman. Each document in-
cludes financial statements, an independent
auditors’ report, various statistics and discus-
sion and analysis from the reporting adminis-
tration. The City Council and School Board
received their FY17 CAFRs Nov. 14 and Dec.
14, 2017.

The auditing firm CliftonLarsonAllen probed
various aspects of the city and schools’ finan-
cial operations in order to obtain “reasonable
assurance” that both administrations’ financial
statements “are free of material misstatement.”
Based on their tests, the auditors’ subsequent
“unmodified” or “clean” opinion is “the best
form of assurance you can get on your finan-
cial statements’ audit,” said the firm’s Greg
Bussink. The city and ACPS have also received
various awards for excellence in financial re-
port for many years running.

Various metrics indicate fiscal health. One is
total “net position.” According to the Govern-
mental Accounting Standards Board (GASB),
a standards-setting organization, “Net position
is the difference between assets and deferred
outflows, on the one hand, and liabilities and
deferred inflows, on the other.” These include
non-monetary capital assets (land, buildings,
etc.) and long-term bond and/or pension pay-
ments. Net position “is effectively the bottom
line,” said Kendel Taylor, the city’s finance di-
rector, in an email.

The city’s CAFR says that, “Over time, in-
creases or decreases in [a reporting entity’s]
net position are indicators of whether its fi-
nancial health is improving or deteriorating.”
The city and schools’ net positions have trended
upward over the past decade, increasing year-
over-year in FY17 by $48 million (12 percent)
and $4 million (2 percent), respectively.

Another indicator of fiscal health is “fund
balance.” Fund balance is similar to net posi-
tion, though narrower and shorter-term in
scope, indicating only the net of financial as-
sets and liabilities of specific funds maintained

by the reporting entity — especially the Gen-
eral Fund (general operations) and the Capi-
tal Fund (capital infrastructure projects). Fund
balance is of “central importance to the credit
reviews performed by municipal bond ana-
lysts,” serving “to identify the available liquid
resources that can be used to repay long-term
debt,” according to GASB. This is particularly
germane in the case of the city government,
upon whose bonding and taxing authority
ACPS also largely depends for its revenue;
ACPS does not have such authority of its own.
The city and schools’ total governmental fund
balances have also trended upward over the
past decade, increasing year-over-year in FY17
by 78 million (22 percent) and $15 million (66
percent), respectively.

Fund balance is an especially useful indica-
tor for telling the school system’s fiscal story,
which unfunded state-level pension liabilities
might otherwise distort. In FY15, accounting
standards changed such that reporting enti-
ties started including such pension liabilities
in their calculations, causing a big dip in net
positions. The city’s net position stayed posi-
tive after the adjustment; but ACPS, having
assets at the time equalling only about one-
thirteenth the city’s, dropped into deficit terri-
tory, where it remains despite having contin-
ued to climb from year to year. ACPS staffers
say they’re doing the best they can with what
they can control.

“When we pull in the unfunded teachers’
retirement liability, that’s a long-term obliga-
tion, it throws us into a deficit position. But
our annual short-term to medium-term picture
that most governments operate within, that’s
their horizon, we’re fine,” said Michael
Covington, ACPS’s accounting director. For
FY17, ACPS reported a net position deficit of
$164 million but a positive fund balance of
$38 million. Eventually the state, which con-
trols pension contribution rates, will “have to
set rates that are higher than the actuarial cal-
culation [i.e., statistical forecast] in order to
catch up that unfunded liability. We’re sort of
kicking the can down the road, at the state
level.” But at the local level, “we have suffi-

cient fund balance, compared to even other
jurisdictions, and compared to what our bud-
geting process determines that we need,” he
said.

Cost-per-pupil, an efficiency measure, also
helps accurately to tell ACPS’s story of fiscal
stewardship, say Herbstman and Covington.
While ACPS’s student enrollment increased by
43 percent in the past decade, its expenditure
per pupil has fallen by 5 percent. ACPS still
spent more per student than all other regional
school divisions except Arlington County and
Falls Church City. But ACPS also has a rela-
tively larger proportion of higher-cost students.
In FY17, 29 percent of ACPS students were
“English Learners” and 59 percent were eligible
for free and reduced-price meals — in both
cases, the third highest of 10 regional school
divisions, according to the FY18 “Washington
Area Boards of Education Guide,” an annual
report. English Learners require additional
teachers and support systems; and while the
free and reduced-price meals themselves are
federally funded, the percentage of eligibility
is a good proxy for other non-federally funded
student services, such as extra tutoring and
family counseling, said Herbstman.

The city’s CAFR also provides information
about the city’s debt. Three debt ratios that the
city tracks have all increased over the past de-
cade: debt as a percentage of total fair market
value of taxable properties; as a percentage of
per capita income; as a percentage of general
government expenditure. But all measures are
within their state-mandated and/or self-im-
posed limits. In the first case, while the state
constitution would allow the city to carry debt
equal to 10 percent of total fair market value,
the city carries only 1.43 percent. That leaves
$3.3 billion in untapped legal debt capacity.

Asked why the city doesn’t issue more bonds
in light of its many looming capital projects,
Taylor said in an email: “The issuance of sig-
nificantly more debt beyond what is planned
could negatively impact the city’s bond ratings.
… City staff have looked at the debt ratios of
our neighbors and other jurisdictions who also

Running Tight Fiscal Ships
Annual financial
reports say city and
schools are operating
judiciously.

See Running Tight,  Page 5
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Finding a Spot
became a lot more aware of the

impact of the parking require-
ments adopted in the ‘60s, [was]
the burden on small businesses,”
said Ziemann.

Many small businesses in Alex-
andria move into spaces that were
originally built without a require-
ment for retail or restaurant type
parking. These small businesses
are often required to try and find
access to parking somewhere off-
site.

During one of the City Council
discussions on parking standards,
Vice Mayor Justin Wilson refer-
enced a joke in Del Ray that all of
the new businesses claimed the
same parking spot behind a bank
as their off-site parking.

Under the new parking stan-
dards, any non-residential uses
that have a minimum parking re-
quirement of two spaces or less
could be exempt from providing
parking.

This is similar to exemptions
granted in Baltimore and Annapo-
lis. Under the proposed minimum
parking requirements, this exemp-
tion would apply to restaurants
with less than 2,000 square feet,
retail and office uses in the En-
hanced Transit Area with less than
8,000 square feet, and retail and

office uses outside the Enhanced
Transit Area with less than 2,667
square feet.

“This might encourage some of
the new developments to create
spaces for small businesses,” said
North. “It might encourage exist-
ing buildings to turn over into
something more active for the rest
of the neighborhood.”

One of the last big additions of
the new Right-Sizing Commercial
Parking Standards is the imple-

Running Tight Fiscal Ships
From Page 4

hold AAA and Aaa ratings from
Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s
and believe that the current debt
policy is appropriate for the city’s
economic situation and popula-
tion. It should be noted that last
May City Council approved an in-
crease in the debt policies to rec-
ognize changes in the fund struc-
tures, the ratios of other Northern
Virginia jurisdictions and the city’s
considerable capital needs. This
will increase the city’s ability to
issue debt to fund infrastructure
investments.”

Taylor added: “We’ve made a
conscious effort to try to increase
General Fund Balance, at the rec-
ommendation of credit rating
agencies.” The city has beefed up

its General Fund balance as a per-
centage of General Fund revenue
to 15.96 percent — the highest it’s
maintained in the last decade
above its self-imposed floor of 10
percent. “This reserve is available
to address financial emergencies
and fluctuations in revenue cycles.
… Having a reserve is important
to the credit rating agencies. It
reflects our ability to respond to
extraordinary events, as well as to
smooth the effects of changes in
the economy (sequestration, the
recession). We would never rely on
this as an ongoing source of fund-
ing, but we can use fund balance
for emergencies,” she said.

The city and schools have posted
their CAFRs on their respective
websites.

The following incidents were reported
by the Alexandria Police Department.

JAN. 1
The Alexandria Police Department

investigated a “shots fired” at First
Street and Parker Gray School Way.
There were no injuries.

DEC. 26
The Alexandria Police Department

investigated a “shots fired” call in the
5700 block of Sanger Avenue. There

were no injuries.
DEC. 25
The Alexandria Police Department

investigated a “shots fired” call in the
900 block of N. Patrick Street. There
were no injuries.

The Alexandria Police Department is
investigating a robbery in the 2000
block of Jefferson Davis Highway. A sus-
pect brandished a firearm and stole a
backpack from the victim. There were
no injuries.

Crime Report

“In terms of
commercial

mentation of a shared parking
policy to facilitate and encourage
multiple commercial properties to
collaborate in providing parking.
Currently, the Zoning Ordinance
only allows shared parking
through an administrative special
use permit for uses that are not
open at the same time. Due to the

requirement that no portion of the
hours of operation can overlap, the
report says very few businesses are
able to take advantage of this pro-
vision. Rather than no overlap in
hours of operation, the new park-
ing standards allow for shared
parking based on times of peak
parking usage.

The new parking policy would
immediately go into effect if ap-
proved by City Council. Monitor-
ing and evaluation of the new
standards would continue over
five to 10 years to assess how the
standards meet the goals, particu-
larly with regards to preventing
spillover impacts on residents.

uses, the
way people
are getting
around has
changed.”

— Katye North,
Principal Planner,

Transportation
and Environmental

Services
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N
ew York has had an influence
on musicians through the
years, and the Big Apple was
part of the picture when Erin

Rea Ochocki broke away from the 9-5
world, adopted the one-name of Rorie and
hit the stage as a singer. She hasn’t looked
back. “I traveled around the city, playing
shows by myself and realized that was my
passion,” the 20-something singer said.

Fast forward a few years and Rorie has a
name of her own, and several EPs, includ-
ing one called “Dawn,” that consists of four
songs she’s highlighting at her show at
Vienna’s Jammin’ Java on Jan. 14.

“Dawn” focuses on overcoming obstacles
and struggles that crop up in life, and Rorie
has seen a few of these struggles to know
first hand. In New York, for example, she
worked for a nonprofit, devoting her time
to combat human trafficking, and worked
with a roommate on a music video to raise
awareness. The roommate, Jordan Ippolito,
danced a choreographic routine in a de-
serted, dusty structure to drive home the
point.

Rorie did some video work in Old Town,
Alexandria where she lives now. A video
company called Open Valve Studios from
Los Angeles, flew into town with their
equipment and they spent a few days film-
ing, including part in Killer ESP coffee shop
on King Street. “They were really fun, we
filmed for three days, we were really good
friends after that,” she said.

Video production guru Franck Tabouring
of Open Valve Studios, was happy with the

folks at Killer ESP and the City of Alexan-
dria as well. He came into town without
having much time to scout locations, and
just popped into Killer ESP and it all
worked. Killer ESP is an independent cof-
fee shop run by Rob Shelton, and their
handmade mugs, local art on the walls and
independent attitude was just what they
needed. “When you deal with tight locations
like this one, you just have to adapt and
keep equipment down to a minimum and
simply go with the flow, which was very easy
to accomplish given the overall naturally
relaxing atmosphere in Alexandria,” said
Tabouring.

The Open Valve film crew likes to shoot
video on location, and the atmosphere in
Old Town, Alexandria worked out well. He
scouted places via the internet and Google
Satellite, and then contacted city officials
and it was “smooth sailing,” he said. “It’s
wonderful when you get to travel to a place
where filming is encouraged and wel-
comed,” he said.

Shelton, the manager at Killer ESP, has

seen Rorie in for a cup of coffee a few times
and was enthusiastic when Open Valve
called. Although he couldn’t be there in
person for the video shoot, “I just told them
to come in and make themselves at home,”
he said, even suggesting the front room as
a good spot because of the light. “She’s su-
per talented and takes a warm, organic ap-
proach to production,” he said of Rorie.

It’s not her first experience in Alexandria
though. They also played at Alexandria’s
First Night on New Year’s Eve last year.

Rorie likes to write her own music and
bases most themes on her own life, as many
musicians do. Some influences on her style
include Joni Mitchell of the 1960’s fame,
and the X Ambassadors. The rest of her band
include Dwayne Butler on drums, Doug
Kurucz on bass, and Patrick McLaughlin on
guitar, all from Northern Virginia. On the
videos, she waltzes around, searching for

something just out of reach, sporting a hair-
style highlighting her bangs, similar to
Zooey Deschanel of TV fame. She is famil-
iar with the hipster genre, and embraces it.
“I think it’s a cool thing to be a hipster,” she
said.

“Climate,” is one of the songs on her Old
Town video, and she seemed to know what
she wanted to video to resonate, said
Tabouring. “She connected with our style
and always welcomed our input, while we
made sure to stay true to the song’s mes-
sage and what she had in mind both visu-
ally and emotionally,” he said. Rorie admits
to carrying around a notepad and taking
down notes of inspiration from time to time.

She’s played at Jammin’ Java a few times
before, so they know her music. “As a whole,
Rorie’s music tells stories of both heartache
and hope,” it said on the Jammin’ Java show
preview.

Details
Rorie is playing at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple

Ave E. on Sunday, Jan. 14 at 7 p.m. Visit
www.jamminjava.com/ or call 703- 255-1566.

Local Singer Rorie Pursues Her Passion
Killer ESP hosted
video filming.

Alexandria resident and singer-
songwriter Rorie is playing her EP
called “Dawn,” at Jammin’ Java in
Vienna on Jan. 14.

Rorie embraces life in her songs.

Rorie and
her band
have been at
Jammin’ Java
several times
over the past
few years.

Photos by

Mike Salmon/

Gazette Packet

Cheerleading Invitational
The city’s Department of Recreation hosted its Annual
Alexandria Holiday Cheerleading Invitational on Dec.
16 at T.C. Williams High School. The competition fea-
tured youth cheerleading teams from Charles Houston,
Cora Kelly and William Ramsay Recreation Centers as
well as other teams from the metropolitan area. The
cheerleading teams competed in four divisions in front
of an estimated crowd of 1,000 people. The
competition’s Master of Ceremonies, DJ EZ Street, from
93.9 WKYS Radio Station, who has been the MC for the
event for the past 20 years was honored for his public
service to the City of Alexandria. The Spirit Award was
also named after Sonya Diggins one of the city’s long-
time employee and coach for Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center, who died in September. The winners of
the first Sonya Diggins Spirit Award were Charles
Houston and William Ramsay Recreation Centers. The
next Spring Cheerleading Invitational will be held in
April 2018. Recreation Programs and cheerleaders
wanting to participate in future events should call 703-
746-5402 for more information.
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By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

W
illiam “Gene” Meaker,
a lifelong Alexandrian,
died unexpectedly

Dec. 23, 2017. He was 56.
Meaker was born in Alexandria

on July 24, 1961, to William Jo-
seph Meaker and Mary Virginia
Lawson. Meaker was a
member of the Sons of
the American Legion
and along with his
brother, Michael, par-
ticipated in the city’s
Miracle League sports
program for individu-
als with special needs.

“Gene was one of
our original members
when we started the
Miracle League in
2011,” said Mac Slover,
director of Sports for
the City of Alexandria.
“He and his brother
Mike always came to
games excited to play.
Gene in particular al-
ways greeted the vol-
unteers, smiling and
saying ‘we’re playing
baseball today!’”

As a member of the
Sons of the American
Legion, Meaker pro-
vided janitorial ser-
vices to Post 24 in Old
Town.

“Gene was a fixture at the Le-
gion,” said Post 24 Commander
Doug Gurka. “He loved to kid
around and had this dry sense of
humor that everyone loved. He
was always a reliable and hard
worker and did his job with a
smile.”

Meaker was preceded in death
by his father. Survivors include his
mother, Mary Lawson, and broth-

ers Michael Lynn Meaker of Alex-
andria and David Wayne Meaker
of Fredericksburg.

A funeral service will be held
Thursday, Jan. 4, at 10 a.m. at the
Chapel of Demaine Funeral Home,
520 S. Washington St., with burial
to follow at Washington Street
United Methodist Church Cem-
etery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Heart
Association.

“Gene was such a great guy,”
Slover added. “He always looked
after his brother Mike and was a
favorite of all the volunteers. He
was always happy and enthusias-
tic and one of our exceptional
players in the program. We’ll all
miss him.”

Miracle League player dies at 56.

Gene Meaker Dies
Obituary

Photo contributed

William “Gene” Meaker, at right,
with his brother Michael, died Dec.
23, 2017, at the age of 56.
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V
irginia’s election last November, just
two months ago, was the first in the
nation since the current administra-
tion took over in Washington.

Here in Virginia there was some anxiety and
uncertainty rolling into Election Day. First, at
least one race will not be decided until later
this week. Second, the Democrats swept the

statewide races, Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, and At-
torney General.

Democrats hoped to make
gains in the House of Delegates. It’s fair to say
no one anticipated the Democrats taking the
House. After all, Republicans held held a 66-
34 majority, a nearly insurmountable advan-
tage.

Democrats gained at least 15 seats in a turn-
about that could leave the House split 50-50.

New members include the first transgender
woman to serve in the Virginia General Assem-
bly, the first lesbian delegate, the first Asian-
American woman delegate and the first two
Latina delegates.

2018 A Happy New Year? At least
some cause for hope .…

Virginia’s success has generated buzz about
pursuing sweeping change in other state leg-
islatures around the country.

Del. Marcus Simon said it well recently (on
Facebook): “If someone had told me on Jan.
1, 2017 that one year later Democrats would
have picked up no fewer than 15 and prob-
ably as many as 17 seats in the Virginia House
of Delegates I would have said, ‘Love your op-
timism, but don’t get carried away.’

“My advice to anyone running for office or
thinking about running for office, or working
for people running for office in 2018: Get car-
ried away.”

The new look and balance in the General
Assembly could provide progress on some long
stalled issues. (More Democrats in office do
not equate to progress in all of these areas, it’s
important to note.)

❖ Expanding Medicaid under the Affordable
Care Act to cover hundreds of thousands of
poor people without coverage

❖ Nonpartisan redistricting and use of na-
tional best practices when it comes to drawing

political district boundaries after the next cen-
sus.

❖ Progress in transparency, and making pub-
lic information public. This includes lawmak-
ers killing most proposed legislation with un-
recorded voice votes in subcommittee, with no
accountability or record of how members
voted. It should also include rolling back some
of the many exemptions to the Freedom of In-
formation Act passed by the General Assem-
bly.

❖ Ethics reform, campaign finance reform.
❖ Making it easier, not harder, to vote.
❖ More control over utility rates and pollu-

tion.
❖ Criminal justice reform, including raising

the threshold for a felony from $200 to $500.
❖ Tax reform.
A “wish list” could go on at some length.
The 2018 session of the Virginia General

Assembly begins Jan. 10.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorial

By Don Beyer

U.S. Representative (D-8)

O
n the day the House passed the Re-
publican tax bill, I took to the Floor
to oppose the bill.

My colleagues from both parties who op-
posed this bill did a thorough job illustrating
the compelling reasons to oppose it: the re-
gressive nature of the tax cuts, which will

mostly flow to the very
wealthy, the attacks on the
Affordable Care Act which
will lead to 13 million more

uninsured Americans, the trillions of dollars it
will add to the national debt.

I share this opinion, but also had another
perspective to offer.

I worked for four decades to build a success-
ful small business in Northern Virginia. So I’ll
be honest with you: this bill cuts my taxes.

Commentary

Not Smart, Not Right, and Not Fair
I still voted against it.
I voted no in part for my constituents, who

overwhelmingly opposed this immoral bill, but
I also voted no for my employees.

The people we’ve employed over the years
are the business. I’ve always tried to treat the
women and men who work for me well and
pay a living wage. It’s rewarding to see them
get married, start families, and chase their
dreams.

My employees simply will not benefit from
this bill the way that I do.

They will get small cuts that expire, and
many will eventually see tax increases. They’ll
get a tiny child tax credit, much smaller than
the one millionaires get. The cuts for busi-
nesses, raising the estate tax threshold to pro-
tect families that worth $11 million, and other
benefits billionaires will remain after the mea-
ger cuts for the middle class expire. Eighty-
three percent will go to the wealthiest 1 per-

cent of the country by 2027.
Their kids will be stuck with the tab for the

trillions of dollars this bill will add to the na-
tional debt, debt which itself may be used to
attack Social Security and Medicare soon.

As a member of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee I also know that U.S. companies are sit-
ting on $17 trillion in capital. Yet, for some
reason, Republicans claim against all evidence
and advice from economists that giving these
same companies more is going to spur magi-
cal levels of growth that will somehow trickle
down to working people.

We all want a healthy, vibrant economy, but
we’d do better by focusing on workforce de-
velopment, human capital, building skills, and
repairing infrastructure.

Unfortunately, Republicans rejected that path
in favor of pursuing tax cuts for people like
me at the expense of the middle class.

It isn’t smart, it isn’t right, and it isn’t fair.
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Fulfill Vision
Zero Now
To the Editor:

Alexandria Families For Safe Street (AFSS)
congratulates City Council for approving the
Vision Zero (VZ) Action plan. While the plan
calls for “zero” deaths and serious injuries from
vehicles crashes by 2028, the city’s Police and
Transportation Departments have rendered
plans that have specific actions to be enacted
within specific timelines and provides account-
ability as to which department is responsible
for achieving the plan’s goal. Many parts of
the plan will be implemented in the near term.
Over the past few months AFSS has urged City
Council to “Implement Vision Zero Now,” not

wait until 2028. We created a broad coalition
of citizens to support our petition’s motto and
last month we presented to City Council over
1,340 signatures on our petition that was col-
lected over six weeks to serve as testimony to
our community’s support of an expeditious roll
out of the VZ plan. We congratulate City Coun-
cil and staff for submitting a bold and compre-
hensive program with clear benchmarks on
how an environment of safer streets can be
adopted throughout the City of Alexandria.

Now that the plan is approved, the challenge
is to quickly put into service the four critical
components of the VZ plan. Namely; Engineer-
ing, Enforcement, Evaluation (of crash statis-
tics) and Education. To their credit, city staff
submitted a plan that appears to be an excel-
lent start for the VZ program. We are hopeful

that the city allocates the necessary resources
to carry out this urgently needed program.
Otherwise the plan will falter, and people will
continue to be seriously injured or killed (242
people were injured in crashes in 2016, includ-
ing 90 pedestrians who were struck and in-
jured plus 4 citizens killed. Full disclosure, I
was one of the 90 people walking who were
struck by a vehicle and survived last year.)

A key VZ component that the citizens of Al-
exandria can help with is the Educational part
of the plan. We need to develop educational
programs that engages drivers, cyclists and
pedestrians alike to be aware of fundamental
streets safety practices. Such basic concepts
like, “Speed Kills and Maims … slow down” or
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“Drivers look into the crosswalk when
turning” can save lives and avoid serious
injuries. All of the AFSS crash survivors or
other members who lost a relative were vic-
tims of crashes while walking or biking in
the middle of crosswalks with the right of
way in our favor. In addition to the crash
survivors we are fortunate to be joined with
many concerned citizens who themselves
have experienced too many “near misses”
of almost being crashed into by a vehicle. It
is also incumbent upon pedestrians to be
properly engaged with prudent street safety
practices while walking our streets.

AFSS is evolving its focus in 2018 to be
an advocacy group encouraging our fellow
citizens to interact with each other as driv-
ers, cyclist and pedestrians to promote
street safety. If we can engage each other
by being cautious and courteous, we can
foster a safer environment of mobility while
exercising friendly practices to ensure we
all arrive at our destinations as planned. If
you are interested in helping AFSS to pro-

mote educational street safety practices,
please contact us. A large coalition of en-
gaged citizens will help the VZ plan become
a reality “Now.”

Mike Doyle
Alexandria

Mike Doyle is a founding member of Alexandria
Families for Safe Streets, a grassroots coalition of
traffic crash victims, family members and
concerned citizens for street safety.

Preserve Natural
Environment
To The Editor:

The appreciation for old trees, a steep,
forested ravine, and natural springs and
stream inspired the Karig’s nearly a century
ago to carefully build their home amidst old-
age oaks and commemorate the setting with
the name Derwyddon — “An Oak Grove
Where the Druids Dwell.” Sadly, if the spir-
its of the Druids still inhabit this property’s

By Jane Hess Collins

Community Lodgings

Communications Consultant

G
iving in Alexandria is a two-step
process, said John Porter. First,
find where your passions lie.
Second, ask how

you can have the most impact
and make the most difference.

Porter, the recently-retired
president and chief executive
officer of ACT for Alexandria, the
city’s community foundation,
speaks from authority. He was al-
ready involved with ACT before
retiring in 2009 from a 40-year
career with the Alexandria City
Public Schools (ACPS). He was
a founding board member of
ACT and involved since the beginning dis-
cussions in 2004, then accepted the presi-
dent/CEO position five years later. Retire-
ment would have to wait.

His job gave him a ho-
listic view of the city’s
needs, nonprofit missions
and citizen philanthro-
pists. Community Lodg-

ings, he said, “fills a very important need”
in Alexandria’s Arlandria/Chirilagua com-
munities. Porter noticed that need during
his ACPS days, and he credited Community
Lodgings for steadily addressing housing,
education, safety, security and family sup-
port over the last 30 years.

Those wraparound services are critical.
“It’s not usually one issue that affects a fam-
ily, although there may be a primary issue,
like finding affordable housing,” Porter said.
“Organizations that delve into a variety of
different areas to help families have the
opportunity to have a much more lasting
and broader impact. When you provide

those multiple touches for families you have
more of an impact in making some dra-
matic, lasting change.”

Porter is adamant that early childhood
intervention is critical in assuring all chil-
dren have an equal chance at success. It’s
crucial, he said, that children have place to

go to after school where they can
interact with others, study, and
feel safe. He praised Community
Lodgings’ after school program,
and their staff and volunteers, as
“people who care and want to
help and are concerned about the
kids they work with.”

Caring is especially important,
he added, if parents lack the lan-
guage or skill set to assist their
children with school work. The
city’s immigrant families must

provide for their families, learn the area’s
customs and culture, and figure out the
city’s support services, which are often pre-
sented in English and without the help of
translators. Community Lodgings’ bilingual
staff often assists these families in navigat-
ing through those challenges.

In Porter’s view, Community Lodgings’ key
to its longevity has been its people, com-
munity support, and delivering the goods.
“Success breeds success,” he said. “Commu-
nity Lodgings has followed through, made
a difference and continues to make a dif-
ference.”

As for finding your passion and looking
for impact, Porter gives Community Lodg-
ings his seal of approval. “Community Lodg-
ings is one of those organizations that fills
a variety of those resource needs for youth
and families in our community,” he said. “If
you care about helping families new to our
country, people in need, housing, family or
educational support, consider Community
Lodgings.”

Making an Impact

John Porter

Community

Lodgings
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old forest canopy they are sure
to be soundly evicted if the envi-
ronmentally destructive “Karig Es-
tates” development plan, ap-
proved by Planning and Zoning in
November, is not checked and bal-
anced by City Council on Jan. 20.

The disastrous construction plan
for Karig Estates at 3832 and 3834
Seminary Road calls for razing
much of the property’s forest, re-
grading and filling in much of the
ravine, adding four oversized
houses and extensive impervious
surface, replacing a natural water-
way with an artificial, soon-to-be
overburdened storm water system,
and a myriad of other serious en-
vironmental concerns. There’s a
reason steep, forested ravines like
this with streams and wetlands
weren’t developed in the past.

However, Alexandria believes
such sites are perfectly suitable for
major development, ignoring the
many valid concerns raised by ex-
perts, by science based studies and
reports, and by the experiences of
city residents — voters and tax-
payers — whose properties have

been damaged by previous devel-
opment in the contiguous area of
Seminary Ridge. Remember, too,
all of the carbon taken out of the
air by these old trees that helped
purify the air we all breathe will
be released. Clearly, nothing in the
proposal advances the goals of the
city’s Environmental Action Plan,
or substantiates claims of
Alexandria’s being an “Eco-City.”

For example, there is a forested
spring and wetlands on the prop-
erty designated to be protected by
a 50-foot buffer. In Alexandria,
however, such protection does not
preclude allowing a 15-foot wide
sanitary sewer line through the
wetlands, thereby destroying the
very resource “intended” to be pro-
tected.

If it is to be developed, the
Karig’s Derwyddon can only ac-
commodate a maximum of two
buildings, including the current
residence; three new buildings is
reckless, and four even more so.
While tearing down the current
home and squeezing in another
building close to the Beth El Con-
gregation property will still result
in lots of old oaks and woodland

nearer Seminary Road to being
removed, but it’s the only effective
compromise to both sides if devel-
opment is imminent.

Let’s make a fresh start in 2018
to appreciate and preserve the last
of Alexandria’s natural environ-
ment — not after everything valu-
able is gone but while there’s still
time. It’s up to City Council to do
just this by remanding this sure-
disaster back to Planning and Zon-
ing for proper planning and over-
haul.

Robert and Suzanne
McLaughlin

Alexandria

In Praise of
First Night
To the Editor:

After a chaotic year of upheaval,
uncertainty and ugly rhetoric from
the White House that permeated
all phases of life in the Washing-
ton area, in the USA and in the
world, 2017 ended on a high note

Honoring
Slavery?
To the Editor:

My name is Maryel Barry and I
work for an area public school.

Every week day for nearly the
last 20 years, I have driven by the
Confederate statue on Prince and
South Washington streets twice a
day, going to and from work. It is
upsetting. During the Christmas
season, however, when wreaths
adorne him in holiday style, it is
especially shocking and I find my-
self in despair about it.

I called City Hall and was in-
formed that the statue is private
property of the Daughters of the
Confederacy and unless the state
legislature does something about
it, no one can remove it.

I decided that I needed to stop
being angry about this and do
something. Therefore, a colleague
of mine and I drove into Old Town
and carefully placed posters, re-
cycled from science projects at
school, on the statue’s front and
back. Both read, “This uniform hon-
ors slavery. Is this Christmas?” We
did not harm the statue in any way.

Within minutes, the police ap-
peared and gave us tickets and re-
moved the posters. As I respectfully
explained to the officers, I have an
adopted 7-year-old African Ameri-
can child at home and it was crush-
ing for me to have to explain to
her what the statue represents.
Further, I could not explain to her

why it is honored in Old Town,
Alexandria. I also was at a loss for
words in explaining to her why
there are wreaths on him at this
time of year. Finally, I asked the
officers that if they were I, what
would they say or do, and that I
desperately needed help with this.
No one had an answer for me.

I am saddened having to see this
statue every day, and resent that
I, my daughter, and others have to
see it. It very simply celebrates the
enslavement of people. I am hor-
rified by it and causes hurt.

Maryel Barry
Alexandria

The posters read: “This uniform honors slavery.
Is this Christmas?”
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By Marilyn Campbell

F
rigid temperatures and the chill of
winter can usher in dangerous health
conditions, particularly for those

most vulnerable: the elderly and young chil-
dren. Two of the most prevalent cold-
weather ills are hypothermia and frostbite.
For those who have to be outside when it is
dangerously cold, knowing the warning
signs and prevention techniques for these
conditions are the keys to keeping them at
bay, say health care providers.

“Even a typical winter in this area can be
dangerous,” said Amy Talbot, Ph.D, of
George Mason University. “But extreme con-
ditions can make it even worse for those
most vulnerable.”

Hypothermia, which occurs when one’s
body core temperature drops, can develop
more quickly than many people realize, says
Talbot. “Obviously feeling very cold is a
warning sign, but also shivering and expe-
riencing signs that the cold is affecting your
brain, so feeling disoriented, stumbling or
losing balance easily, unusual speech pat-
tern or changes in personality.”

Frostbite is when the skin and underly-
ing tissue are damaged by cold tempera-
tures, says Beth Lowe, RN, a private-duty
nurse in Arlington. “During the beginning

in order to avoid advancing the seriousness
of the condition, move your body by doing
jumping jacks or some other vigorous move-
ment and get out of the frigid elements.
“There’s no set amount of time that it takes
for [hypothermia or frostbite] to develop,
so it’s important to keep an eye on those
who are most vulnerable. But once you no-
tice the warning signs you can try to stop
the conditions before they advance, by
drinking plenty of fluids, eating carbs and
getting inside to a warmer temperature.”

Ready for the Cold Preventing, recognizing and treating
hypothermia and frostbite.

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

Record cold temperatures can lead
to frostbite and hypothermia.

stages of frostbite, you might see your skin
turn red and you’ll feel numb or tingling or
stinging,” she said. “The main thing to re-
member is not to try to re-warm your own
skin, because you can do more damage. It’s
best to seek emergency medical treatment.”

Dressing in layers and wearing shoes that
are appropriate for extreme cold are keys
to preventing hypothermia and frostbite,
advises Carolyn Johnson, Ph.D. of Mont-
gomery College. “When it’s extremely cold
you want to wear clothing that traps your
body temperature and protects you from
cold air and wind,” she said. “A basic for-
mula to keep in mind: a base layer that
should be made from a fabric that wicks
away moisture. The second layer should
trap heat so it should be made of a polyes-
ter fleece over something similar. The top
layer should be waterproof and windproof.”

Lowe recommends avoiding cotton cloth-
ing during the extreme cold because if it
gets wet, it can make you cold. “Many of
these preventative measure are things that
most people already know, but may not
think about until it’s too late,” she said.

Another preventative component, says
Talbot, is nutrition. Both food and liquids
can help keep one’s body warm. “Skipping
a meal can make you more susceptible to
hypothermia and frostbite,” she said. “It’s
important to eat carbs and protein for en-
ergy when you’re going to be outside for a
prolonged period of time, like if you’re hik-
ing or playing sports.”

If you believe that you are beginning to
develop frostbite or hypothermia, Lowe says

Local Shelters

For those who are not able to seek shel-
ter, social service providers in Virginia and
Maryland are ramping up efforts to provide
shelter to those who need to get out of the
cold. For more information:

Fairfax County
703-691-2131 or fairfaxcounty.gov

City of Alexandria
703-548-7500 or alexandriava.gov

Montgomery County
240-777-3289 or
montgomerycountymd.gov

Arlington County
703-228-1300 or 703-228-1010
publicassistance.arlingtoncounty.gov

Wellbeing

Decline
Corporate
Donations
To the Editor:

City Council candidate Mo Seifeldein, Tuesday,
Dec. 26, urged fellow Democratic candidates for
the City of Alexandria Council to take a stand in
rejecting contributions from developers and other
private companies.

Dear City Councilmembers and Can-
didates,

For too long now, special interests, in-
cluding private developers, have tried to
influence our elections. I believe — and
I know you do too — that the interests
of each and every Alexandrian is as im-
portant, if not more important, than the
interest brought by private corporations
operating our city.

Today, I request your assistance in re-
storing the public’s confidence in local
politics. I ask you, fellow Democrats, to
join me in taking a principled stand. My
campaign will never — now or in the
future — accept donations from private
corporations. I ask you to join me in re-
fusing campaign contributions from pri-
vate corporations. Let’s make sure this
election truly puts the citizens of our
great city first.

I look forward to your responses.

Mo Seifeldein
Alexandria

Plea to City’s Voters
To the Editor:

Next November, a new mayor and City
Council will be elected. However, there are
a number of considerations to ponder; first,
why elect someone who has made a career
out of being on the City Council? Although
City Council experience is a good idea, af-
ter a few terms, it may be beneficial to have
fresh ideas from new members.

The following are Alexandria City Coun-
cil members and their length of time in of-
fice: Del Pepper, 33 years; Paul Smedberg,
15 years; Justin Wilson, 10 years; Tim
Lovain, 10 years; John Chapman, 6 years;
and Mayor Allison Silberberg and Willie
Bailey, who have served just one 3-year
term. Although this particular council will
not tax us while running for office in 2018,
they will surely inflict grave damage to our
personal finances during the off election
years. As an example, the 2017 property tax
increase of 5.7 cents added $750 to my tax
bill. With storm water and combined sewer
fees, my total 2017 contribution to the city
increased by approximately $1,000. Coun-
cilman Justin Wilson was directly respon-
sible for this increase, since he convinced
the other council members to adopt his tax
increase initiative. In light of this approach,
I would like to ask the citizens of Alexan-
dria why they vote for council members who
exhibit the following behaviors:

❖ Constantly espousing a tax and spend
mentality. Perhaps voting for those who
advocate the use of better financial man-

Letters to the Editor

agement principles would be a better
solution.

❖ Continually increasing the density
of an already dense city. With over 9,000
residents per square mile, Alexandria is
the densest city in Virginia. This has put
our traffic, parking, infrastructure,
schools, demand for services and finan-
cial stability all into question. One should
only vote for those who are inclined to-
wards a sensible growth approach for fu-
ture developments.

❖ Continually endorsing any increase
to the debt, which is currently over a half
billion dollars. Even more dramatic is the
annual debt service payment of around
$82 million a year. Obviously these funds
could be better served elsewhere, such
as for the improvement of our decaying
infrastructure.

❖ Failing to streamline government
practices. An independent performance
audit of the city’s Operating, Capital Im-
provement and Schools Budgets is in or-
der to ensure that the citizens of this
great city are receiving cost effective, ef-
ficient and reliable services. Former Gov-
ernor Wilder performed a statewide au-
dit for then Governor Warner, and found
numerous cost saving measures, that can
easily be replicated in Alexandria if citi-
zens select the right individuals for Coun-
cil. If not, Alexandria only has itself to
blame.

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Taylor Run
During the actual Christmas season, that

is the 12 days of Christmas, look for the
Shooter’s Hill Junior Carolers coming
around the Taylor Run neighborhood sing-
ing carols and collecting donations for
Children’s Hospital. They are continuing a
tradition begun more than 50 years ago and
only once cancelled because of severe cold.
The carolers hope that all our generous
neighbors will open their doors and their
checkbooks for this very worthy cause.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

WINTER SHELTER OPEN
The Alexandria Winter Shelter, located at 930

N. Henry St., is available for anyone
experiencing homelessness or needing a warm,
safe place to go. The shelter is open daily with
regular hours from 7 p.m. to 7:30 a.m., through
March 31. For more information about the
Winter Shelter, call 703-548-7500. To learn
more about the City’s housing assistance and
homeless services, and to download a list of
community resources for the homeless and other
persons in need, visit the City’s Homeless
Services page at www.alexandriava.gov/dchs.

THURSDAY/JAN. 4
2017 Top 10. 7-8:30 p.m. in the large community

room at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Councilmember Del Pepper will present her list
of the 2017 top ten newsworthy items at the
Holmes Run Park Committee meeting. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-746-1702.

Bulletin Board
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Entertainment

Submit entertainment announce-
ments at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Potomac Fiber Art Show. Through

Jan. 7, various times at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 North Union St., Studio
29. The show will be supplemented
with juried items on Dec. 5.The
Torpedo Factory has new hours,
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily and
weekends, and 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
on the second Thursday of each
month. Visit torpedofactory.org.

The Artist’s Process Lecture.
Through Jan. 7, various times at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Featuring
sketches and studies by members of
the Washington Society of Landscape
Painters, this exhibition focuses on
the process of painting in the field
and trying to capture the essence of
what may be in the final work.
Created quickly, these studies serve
as shorthand that informs the
creation of the final pieces. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-
0035.

Cameras and Clay. Through Jan. 21
at Potomac Fiber Art show through
Jan. 7, various times at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 North Union St., Studio
29. Featuring the work of 34
photographers and clay artists. Visit
torpedofactory.org.

“Terracotta Warriors” in Market
Square. Through March 11, all day
in Market Square, 301 King St. Two
replicas of the famous “Terracotta
Warriors.” Each replica stands six
feet tall and weighs about 500
pounds, and will be on display
through March 2018. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov.

Mercy in Alexandria Walking
Tour. Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. Experience an inside access tour
of 19th century Alexandria. Inspired
by the PBS mini-series “Mercy
Street,” accompany a trained military
historian through Civil War-era
Alexandria and learn the actual
history behind the TV show. Short
tours are $15, private tours for five
are $149. Visit
www.dcmilitarytour.com for more

The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday
1-5 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. On view in the
museum’s Coldsmith Gallery, the
historical objects and images
featured represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and
think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives
of the past help tell the story of
Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

Pick-Up Hockey. Ongoing,
Wednesdays and Fridays 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice Skating,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Play hockey
with other hockey buffs, hitting slap
shots and learning puck handling
skills that the pros use. Players must
have full equipment. 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224.

Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward for
more

Alexandria’s Nurses and Hospitals

During the Civil War. Ongoing at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
An exhibit on the life of Clarissa
Jones, a nurse at The Lyceum
hospital during the Civil War. The
true story of a nurse in Alexandria
during the war, drawing parallels
with characters portrayed in the PBS
drama “Mercy Street,” with
references to the experiences of other
nurses, such as Anne Reading, who
worked in the Mansion House
hospital, and Jane Woolsey, who
served at the Fairfax Seminary
hospital. Admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum.

Shield of Earth: Defending the
Heart of the Union exhibit.
Ongoing, museum hours Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.,
Sundays, noon-5 p.m. at Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.
Highlights of the exhibition include
military passes issued by Provost
Marshal’s Office, construction tools,
and original photographs of some of
Washington’s defenders. 703-746-
4848 or www.fortward.org.

Who These Wounded Are: The
Extraordinary Stories of the
Mansion House Hospital
exhibit. Ongoing, Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundays,
noon-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Come see the site that inspired
“Mercy Street,” the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took
place at Carlyle House.
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-

549-2997
Color Disorder Exhibit. Ongoing,

Thursday through Sunday, noon-4
p.m., Sundays, noon-4 p.m. at the
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. A
joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines
and Amy Chan who use diverse
painting materials such as acrylic,
gouache, airbrush and screen print to
build energized abstract paintings.
www.nfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of
1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Lee-
Fendall House and Gardens, 614
Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-

548-1789.
Alexandria Cars and Coffee invites

car enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays 12-
5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. 11
a.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $7 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

Evenings at the Athenaeum.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is

open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Wake Up Wednesdays featuring The
Pop Up Cafe. 7-9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday’s near the King Street
Tunnel - Carlyle Entrance located
near 2000 Duke St. near Motley Fool.
The cafe will feature coffee, live
music to help commuters start the
day off right and donuts from Sugar
Shack. maurisapotts@gmail.com

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

The Harmony Heritage Singers
(Mount Vernon Chapter of
Barbershop Harmony Society), a
daytime, a cappella, Chorus,
rehearses on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesdays, monthly, at Sherwood Hall
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Newcomers
welcome for fun or to book for a
performance. Visit
www.HHSingers.org, or call Bruce at
703-352-5271.

FRIDAY/JAN. 5
Exhibit Space Sale Begins. Various

times at the Torpedo Factory, 105
North Union St. Target Gallery’s
annual special exhibition and art
sale, March150 show. Exhibition
Dates: March 10-25. Annual Art
Party, scheduled this year for Friday,
March 23. Visit torpedofactory.org.

SUNDAY/JAN. 7
Meet the Plant Artist. 1-3 p.m. at

Green Spring Botanical Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road. Great Falls
artist, Betty Ganley will be presented
with the First Place award for her
watercolor, La Plumage at the event.
Vienna Art Society multi media art
exhibit, “Up Close To Mother Nature”
will be on exhibit until Feb 25. Call
703-642-5173.

O Luminous Night. 6-7:30 p.m. at
Christ Church, 118 N. Washington St.
Savour the joy and peace of the
holiday season with ensemble
Armonia Nova in an evening of music
from northern European lands. Call
703-549-1450 or visit
armonianova.org.

MONDAY/JAN. 8
Ballroom Dance Classes. 7-9 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Led
by Gary Stephans, class focuses on
the Fox Trot, Waltz, Tango, Swing,
Salsa, Merengue, Rumba, Cha-Cha
and Samba.Visit www.nvfaa.org or
call 703-548-0035.

JAN. 9-FEB. 4
“Déjà Vu,” Art Exhibit. Various times

at at the Torpedo Factory, 105 North
Union St., Studio 29. Potomac Fiber

Visitors
“Terracotta Warriors” in Market Square, on display in Market Square, 301 King St. Two
replicas of the famous “Terracotta Warriors.” Each replica stands 6 feet tall and weighs
about 500 pounds, and will be on display through March 2018. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov for more.
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Arts Gallery show “Déjà Vu,” highlights
the work of artists Elizabeth Davison,
Elise Miller, and Dianne Harris
Thomas. Visit torpedofactory.org.

THURSDAY/JAN. 11
Local Author Thursdays. 7 p.m. at

The Old Town Shop, 105 South
Union St. Ralph Peluso, the featured
author of the week will be talking
about his book “512.” Visit
theoldtownshop.com.

Native Plant Interactions. 7:30 - 9
p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. A talk by Charles
Smith, to kick off the lecture series
looking at the interactions and
relationships in plant communities
from the visible framework of our
living world. Visit http://vnps.org/
potowmack/events/.

FRIDAY/JAN.12
Concert at Blessed Sacrament. 8

p.m. at Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church, 1427 W. Braddock Road.
Free. Email mcushmac@comcast.net
or call 703-548-1176.

SATURDAY/JAN. 13
Watercolor Workshop: Painting

on Yupo. 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Paint on slick plastic
called yupo with in–structor Marni
Maree. $90. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes or call 703-642-5173.

SUNDAY/JAN. 14
Puppy Training Seminar. 3 p.m. at

Head to Tail Spa dog grooming, 430
Hume Ave. Dog grooming and a
seminar by dog expert Jodi Goldberg.

Call 703-400-4401.
Meet the Artist. 4-6 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Ellyn
Weiss discusses Form and Void, her
exhibit that will be on display from
Jan. 11-Feb. 25. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

TUESDAY/JAN. 16
Ancestry Lecture. 1-3 p.m. at Hollin

Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Getting the Most
Out of Ancestry.com: genealogist
Sharon Cook MacInnes speaks on
how to successfully search the
ancestry.com website’s billions of
records and family trees. Call 703-
768-4101.

NOVA Community Chorus
Auditions. 7 p.m. at the NVCC
Alexandria campus, 5000 Dawes Ave.
Rehearsals are held on Tuesday
nights and begin on January 16,
under the leadership of director Chad
Steffey.Contact NOVA Alexandria
Music Faculty member, Lisa Eckstein,
at leckstein@nvcc.edu or 703-845-
6252.

THURSDAY/JAN. 18
Meet the Author. 7 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Dwight S.
Hughes discusses “A Confederate
Biography: The Cruise of the CSS
Shenandoah.” $15. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Air Force Band Concert. 8 p.m. at
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
4915 East Campus Drive. Special
appearance by tubist Patrick
Sheridan. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/.

FRIDAY/JAN. 19
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at

Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500

Meet the Artist
Meet the Plant Artist on Sunday, Jan. 7 from 1-3 p.m. at Green Spring Botanical Gar-
dens, 4603 Green Spring Road. Great Falls artist Betty Ganley will be presented with the
First Place award for her watercolor, La Plumage, at the event. Vienna Art Society multi
media art exhibit, “Up Close To Mother Nature” will be on exhibit until Feb 25. Call 703-
642-5173 for more.
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RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials
• Split Pea Soup with
    Smoked Sausage
  • Asparagus with Fresh
      Smoked Trout
      • Venison Medallions
        • Beef Wellington
           • Rack of Lamb
                • Dover Sole
                   • Cassoulet
                       • Frog Legs

Happy New Year from
all of us at Le Refuge.

Thank you for your patronage in 2017.
We hope to see you in 2018.

Entertainment

By Hope Nelson

T
he new year brings with it a passel of new
things for food and beverage lovers to do
around town. Here are some events that

shouldn’t be missed.

Port City Brewing
Doppelbock Release — Friday, Jan. 5

In the next installment of Port City’s lager series,
the brewery releases its hearty, heady doppelbock
for the inaugural weekend of the new year. The malty,

deep-hued lager is a formidable com-
panion on a chilly evening, as is Port
City’s new fire pit, which will be roar-
ing all night (weather permitting).

Grab a meal at the Borinquen Lunch Box, which will
pull up around 5:30, and stay to listen to music at 7.
3-10 p.m. 3950 Wheeler Ave.

Osteria Marzano
Italian Cooking Class — Saturday, Jan. 6

Channel your inner Italian and take a lesson from
Chef Carmine Marzano as he teaches how to make
some homestyle favorites. From grissini breadsticks
to braised beef agnolotti pasta to a decadent choco-
late amaretto custard and more, you’ll come away

4 Dates to Circle for January

Appetite

with some new culinary tricks up your sleeve. 11
a.m.-2 p.m. 6361 Walker Lane. $85 per person.

Lena’s Wood-fired Pizza
Date Night Game Night — Tuesday, Jan. 9

Have the dark, cold days of winter gotten you a bit
down? Spice up the week with a game night at Lena’s,
and bring your sweetheart along. The pizzeria will
have a variety of games to bring the two of you closer
together — or perhaps further apart depending on
who’s a sore loser. While you’re there, order Lena’s
famous giant meatball to share or divide and con-
quer with the likes of a Panini and individual pizza.
4-11 p.m. 401 E. Braddock Road. Reservations rec-
ommended.

Gadsby’s Tavern
History by the Glass — Friday, Jan. 19

Learn all about the genesis and history of the hot
toddy alongside mixologist Branden Beasley at this
event in what is arguably Alexandria’s most storied
tavern. This event isn’t a spectator sport; lift a glass
of a hot beverage or two throughout the evening
while learning about how the beverage intersects
with Alexandria and American history. Nibble on an
appetizer or two along the way. 7-9 p.m. 134 N. Royal
St. $50 per person.

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com.

Calendar

Shenandoah Road. Third-Friday
Community Dance with the Mount
Vernon Swing Band. Live music
conducted by Owen Hammett. Open
to the community. $4. Call 703-765-
4573.

SATURDAY/JAN. 20
Winter Tree Day. 10-11 a.m. at Green

Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Take a walk in the woods to
examine trees in their wintry state.
Get to know some evergreens and
learn how critters use trees as their
homes during our coldest months.
$6. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/parktakes or call 703-642-
5173.

Tea Tasting: A Tea for Each
Continent. 10-11:30 a.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Sample teas from each of the
seven continents of the world. $25.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes or call 703-642-5173.

SUNDAY/JAN. 21
NOVA Community Chorus

Auditions. 7 p.m. at the at the
George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive.
Contact Herb Levy at Herb@
FocusMusic.org or 703-380-3151.

MONDAY/JAN. 22
Ballroom Dance Classes. 7-9 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Led
by Gary Stephans, class focuses on
the Fox Trot, Waltz, Tango, Swing,
Salsa, Merengue, Rumba, Cha-Cha
and Samba.Visit www.nvfaa.org or
call 703-548-0035.

JAN. 26-FEB. 4
Alexandria Winter Restaurant

Week. Various times in
neighborhoods throughout
Alexandria, including Old Town, Del
Ray and the West End. $35 three-
course dinner or $35 dinner for two;
select locations offering lunch from
$10-20 per person. Visit

www.AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com.

THURSDAY/FEB. 1
Alexandria Poetry Contest Entry

Deadline. 5 p.m. at the City of
Alexandria, The Office of the Arts, a
division of the Department of
Recreation. The “DASHing Words in
Motion” poetry contest, topics edge
on transportation, ideas might stem
from The Alexandria Transit
Company’s DASH buses motto is
“Keep Alexandria Moving.” Call 703-
746-5565 or email
cherylanne.colton@alexandriava.gov.

Blues Night with Meigs Hodge. 7
p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. Meigs Hodge explores Delta and
Chicago styles through the music of
Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters, and
others; as well as contemporary
standards and original compositions.
$10. Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-
548-0035.

SATURDAY/FEB. 3
Watercolor Workshop: Paint a

Winter Scene. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn to paint a winter
landscape in wa–tercolor with the

Local Author
Another night of “Local
Author Thursdays,” on
Thursday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m. at
The Old Town Shop, 105
South Union St. Ralph
Peluso, the featured author
of the week will be talking
about his book “512.” Visit
theoldtownshop.com.

help of artist Erik Hottenstein, who
demonstrates techniques for
translating photographs into winter
scenes and provides guidance for
your individual piece. $90. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes or call 703-642-5173.

SATURDAY/FEB. 10
Salon at the Statehouse III. 7 p.m.

at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Ashley and George Wilson will
welcome 50 guests to their recently
renovated, historical home, where
dinner will be served. $100. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

FEB. 15-MARCH 3
U-Street the musical. Various times

at the Richard Kauffman Auditorium
(Lee Center), 1108 Jefferson St. U-
Street, the musical is an exploration
of homelessness in America brought
to life with 12 musical numbers, and
a 30-member cast from around the
D.C. metro area. The production is
also a fundraiser to support programs
for low-income youth in Alexandria.
$20. Call 703-640-4980 or visit
www.momentumcinc.org.
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Letters

See Letters,  Page 16

— literally.
Thanks to the skillful planning

of the First Night committees,
those who attended this sprightly
New Year’s Eve ritual (in spite of
the frosty weather outside), found
a tranquil oasis of soothing
sounds, upbeat tempos, rocking
rhythms, and a joyful sense of to-
getherness as we sifted among the
48 options to choose from. They
ranged from Haydn and Mozart to
Elvis, to foot-stomping Ruthie and
the Wranglers, to the Step Danc-
ing, violin-playing members of the
Irish Breakfast band, to the peace-
ful and soothing melodies from the
Washington Philharmonic Wood-
wind Quintet, and many other
outstanding sounds. Bravo!

Of particular note were the
many fun things offered to young
children. In addition to the usual
face painting, balloon sculptures,
clowns, puppets, craft projects like
ship building, and tunes for tots,
there was the boon for parents in
the Countdown for the Kiddies
from 7 to 8 p.m., so they could
have their own celebrations, tai-
lored to earlier bedtimes.

One of my favorite memories of
the night were the many pint-sized
preschoolers who took to the
dance floor of the Masonic Temple
with zest and enthusiasm, to swing
and sway to the Honky Tonk melo-
dies of Bill and Bob Classic Coun-
try show. It was pure magic! I
wanted to embrace their carefree
joie de vivre and unfettered hap-
piness.

Watching from the sidelines, I
suddenly felt freed from the shack-
les imposed on those of us living
in the Washington area since Jan.
20, 3017, who were in the front-
lines of these seismic shifts. On a
daily basis, I have felt as though
“fear” was now part of my life as I
worried for the first time about
nuclear war, as a possible deadly
reality. I worried about alienating
our long-time allies, turning our
backs on major environmental
concerns and walking away from
the Paris Climate accords, es-
poused by 192 other UN member
countries, or global security con-
cerns with NATO and our other
treaty partners. I worried about
our lack of humanity, in not pass-
ing the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP) or welcom-
ing legislation for the 800,000
DACA young people — with 97
percent of them in school, at work
or in the military. I worried about
living in the presence of an inert,
uncaring, self-centered Congress
that chose to do nothing when one
man in Nevada randomly shot al-
most 600 innocent people. Or one
of their own was shot at an Alex-
andria ball field … And there was

no response from Congress.
Thank you, organizers of First

Night, for the musical reprieve that
freed my soul for a few blissful
hours. And thank you to the City
Council, that provided the finan-
cial support for this worthwhile
event.

Kathleen M. Burns
Alexandria

A Tale of
Two Hills
To the Editor:

The current debacle involving
the proposed Karig Estates resi-
dential development resembles a
similar controversy that played out
a decade earlier at the property
known as 5325 Polk Street.

Both properties have strikingly
similar environmental attributes
— steep slopes, unstable marine
clay soils, high-quality tree canopy,
water features, resident wildlife,
and connectivity to other natural
areas and established residential
neighborhoods — that thoroughly
exemplify the defining qualities
embodied in the city’s “Eco City”
aspirations, while raising bright
red flags for development.

Both garnered fierce neighbor-
hood opposition to residential de-
velopment proposals due to the
likelihood of negative impacts on
adjacent neighbors and the loss of
prized and increasingly rare natu-
ral open space.

Yet the outcomes of the respec-
tive development proposals after
the city planning and zoning
(P&Z) review process tell two
completely divergent tales: today,
one of these 3-acre properties is
Polk Street Nature Park, while the
other is poised to become “Karig
Estates” — an enclave of
McMansions on a soon-to-be de-
nuded hillside perched on an un-
stable, runoff-prone slope directly
above and adjacent to an estab-
lished neighborhood, Seminary
Ridge.

While no one here is suggesting
that the city turn the Karig Estates
property into a park, what the
record at Polk Street and many
other places clearly shows is that
the city can and often does wield
the authority to control not only
whether, but how, a given site is
developed in order to protect the
health, safety, and general welfare
of the public.

This is exactly what occurred at
Polk Street, where P&Z officials
cited a litany of familiar environ-
mental and engineering com-
plaints for rejecting multiple de-
velopment plans. The challenges
are virtually identical at the Karig
Estates site — indeed, the names
“5325 Polk Street” and “Karig Es-

tates” are interchangeable on the
basis of site characteristics alone.

Yet these very same officials
have refused to exercise even a
modicum of that authority to
shape the Karig Estates develop-
ment in what are relatively minor
ways that would, nevertheless,
honor the city’s own environmen-
tal aspirations and avoid exacer-
bating already severe slope stabil-
ity and stormwater runoff prob-
lems for dozens of downslope
neighbors.

The glaring disparity in the
treatment of these two very simi-
lar properties speaks volumes
about the dysfunction and lack of
consistency within the city’s P&Z
process, and shows why “40 per-
cent tree canopy,” “protecting
springs, ravines, and wetlands,”
and other critical environmental
policies are far too important to
leave in the hands of conflicted
and indifferent city planning agen-
cies.

Since the citizen’s advocacy for
5325 Polk Street, I have been a
FEMA public assistance project
specialist (2013 – present) and
have personally seen, inspected,
and witnessed slope failure due to
marine clay following natural di-
sasters in various parts of the
United States. Why the city’s docu-
mented geological information on
the marine clay at the Karig Es-
tates site is being ignored baffles
me. Should City Council approve
this project, I will push to have all
owners state in all deed transfers
they are aware their property in-
cludes unstable Marine clay.

Elizabeth Wright
Holmes Run Park Committee

chair, 2005 - present

Suggestion on
Renaming Roads
To the Editor:

While all the other salient as-
pects of the proposed development
on Seminary Road have been criti-
cized, the name “Karig Street” has
not yet received the attention I
believe it deserves. While it’s
hoped that the proposed road
won’t come into being, I’ll use it
to make a larger point.

In the recent debates about re-
moving Confederate statues and
renaming streets, people have
pointed out that the latter can be
disruptive and costly: signs, maps,
and other amenities have to be
changed, and those who live on
the street have to update all their
own documents. But these difficul-
ties should only make us the more
determined that future streets will,
in the interim, compensate for the
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malign choices of the past by bearing the
names of prominent African Americans,
first, and then of slaves associated with Al-
exandria, which, we recall with horror, was
one of America’s largest slave trading cen-
ters.

To me this seems like such a good solu-
tion to a complex problem that I can’t imag-
ine why the city hasn’t hastened to adopt it
as a policy. It’s easy enough to draw up a
list, and I hope our own native son, Samuel
Tucker, will be on at least a portion of the
renamed Jefferson Davis Highway. Again,
how could any Alexandrian official not seize
the opportunity to encourage this? Quite
apart from its moral value, it would be good
for business: it would add to the many very
old historical sites of our beautiful city a
site reflecting an an event of a trifling (by
our standards) 75 years ago. And what a
gift to parents of children who neglect their
homework: “Listen, Samuel Tucker went to
jail for the privilege of sitting in the library
studying!”

First things first, though. At the top of the
list should be the name of any soldier or
police officer from Alexandria who is killed
in the line of duty. Again, surely this is axi-
omatic. Giving your life for others is on a
moral plane by itself. The fact that many of
these heroes are young reinforces the im-
perative to commemorate their names pub-
licly.

I’d be fascinated to hear what arguments
could be made against any of these points.

Elisabeth Vodola
Alexandria

Please Save
Remnant Forest
To the Editor

The Carrier-Karig property, which bears
the names of its former owners, is located
on Seminary Road, across from the Episco-
pal Seminary and adjacent to Beth El He-
brew Congregation. The back portion of this
3.3-acre property consists of 1- 1�  acres of
forested steep slopes and a spring fed wet-
land. According to Rod Simmons, the city’s
natural resource manager, there are trees
on these slopes which are 100-200 years
old. It is contiguous to several acres of ma-
ture forest owned by Beth El, also featur-
ing steep slopes and ravines. The city’s natu-
ral resource manager has also verified that
the spring-fed wetland forms the headwa-
ters of Strawberry Run, water which ulti-
mately ends up in the Chesapeake Bay.

Along with other members of Beth El, I
have spent hundreds of hours over the last
few years working in Beth El’s forest to re-
move invasive species and encourage the
regrowth of native understory trees and
woodland flowers. In 2016, I noticed evi-
dence of drilling for soil samples and tag-
ging of trees on the Carrier-Karig property.
I needed to know more about what the
owner had in mind. What I discovered
alarmed me. The planned development calls
for razing the existing home which faces
Seminary Road and for construction of four
5,000-6,000 sq. ft. new homes to be set in

a row stretching from Seminary Road all
the way back into the forested ravine. A new
road will be needed to access these homes
from Seminary Road. The most significant
concern quickly became the fourth home,
which was and still is to be constructed at
the back end of the property on the steep
and forested slope which sits directly above
the spring fed wetland. The placement of
this home is very unwise and all but en-
sures clear-cutting a significant portion of
one of the few remnant mature forests left
in the city. This plan also subjects the steep
slopes to grading and filling, the construc-
tion of huge retaining walls, probable pile
driving and the inevitable erosion. Given
the high component of marine clay on these
slopes, this intensive development will also
cause probable slope failure which will
harm the neighbors living adjacent to this
property. And the placement of this home
will most certainly degrade the water qual-
ity of Strawberry Run and ultimately the
Chesapeake Bay. Without the trees holding
the soil in place, rainwater will carry silt
from the slopes into the wetland and
smother it.

The current plans call for funneling run-
off into the city’s storm sewers, water that
will contain pollutants from the roofs, side-
walks, lawns and roadways of this new de-
velopment. The city is now taxing busi-
nesses and residents alike to generate the
huge sums of money needed to improve the
quality of water coming out of its storm
sewers. The existing plan will only exacer-
bate this problem.

The goal is not to prevent development
of the Carrier-Karig property, but instead
to protect the forested slopes and wetland.
By doing so, we will also help the city en-
force its regulations which call for no fur-
ther degradation of water quality, particu-
larly where the water ultimately ends up in
the Chesapeake Bay. Reasonable develop-
ment of this property is inconsistent with
four large homes, but if a fourth home must
be built, the solution is to move that home
off the slope and shift it 40-50 feet towards
Seminary Road. The largest, oldest and
most valuable trees are on the slopes and
in the ravine and not on the level ground
which is far more suitable to construction.
The developer can take advantage of the
existing landscape by locating the new
homes so that they overlook those slopes.
There is simply no need to destroy the for-
ested slopes and ravine.

I have lived in Alexandria for 30 years. I
am a homeowner and taxpayer. I have a
stake in the environmental health of the city.
I have a 10-year-old daughter. I want her
to attend services and other activities at
Beth El and then take a stroll through that
lovely woodland. These woods are special.
Not only do the trees absorb greenhouse
gases and emit oxygen, but in spring mi-
grating birds descend to feed and rest. In
summer the trees and canopy create a ca-
thedral-like environment. This forest is also
home to local breeding species, like the
beautiful towhee. Why not enrich the new
home owners, as well as the neighborhood
and the city by building away from the for-
ested slopes and ravine? This will leave 1-
1�  acres or so of wooded slopes, which
when combined with Beth El’s forest, will

constitute a 3-4 acre refuge. What a lovely
playground that forest could be for the chil-
dren of the new homeowners. Maybe they
will enjoy seeing the pileated woodpecker
I have seen in those woods. It is a crow
sized, spectacularly red-crested woodpecker
which emits a raucous jungle-like call. The
majesty of seeing such a bird calling and
alighting on a huge tree in the ravine might
be special for neighborhood children and
adults alike. I also found an eastern box
turtle in the woods near the wetland. These
declining beautiful animals are also univer-
sally loved by children. I imagine there are
very few left in Alexandria. There will be
no pileated woodpeckers, box turtles or
migrating warblers if the woods are clear-
cut on the slopes and ravines to make space
for the fourth home. What a travesty if this
occurs when a feasible alternative exists. If
the developer cannot see his way to elimi-
nate that fourth home, the city should at
least move it off the slope and about 40-50
feet closer to Seminary Road. And please
run the new sewer line back to Seminary
Road instead of downhill through the for-
est and vulnerable wetland. If this devel-
opment can be tweaked to move the con-
struction away from the environmentally
sensitive features of the property, we will
all benefit. If not, then once again humans
will have traded what God and Mother Na-
ture gave us for an engineered environment
and we will be all the poorer for it.

This matter will be decided at a public
hearing by a vote of City Council on Jan.
20.

Jeremy Flachs
Alexandria resident and board member, Beth El

Hebrew Congregation.

Preserve
ODBC Building
To the Editor:

At the last City Council public hearing,
on Dec. 16, I urged the council to preserve
the Old Dominion Boat Club building rather
than demolish it, as is now planned.

As a Boat Club member, I know that the
club’s building has been well-maintained
and is well-equipped to provide indoor and
outdoor space for various city-sponsored
activities and events. It also could be

rented to private groups so as to gener-
ate income to more than pay for the opera-
tion and maintenance of the building and
grounds.

The club’s grounds could easily be melded
into Waterfront Park and the open space in
front of the Torpedo Factory so that there
would be a smooth pedestrian flow along
that portion of the waterfront.

The outdoor uses proposed for the interim
plan for Fitzgerald Square, the park planned
for the end of King Street, could easily be
accommodated without having to tear
down the building. If anything, retaining
the building would enhance those uses.
Much-needed restroom facilities, for ex-
ample, could be built on the building’s
ground floor.

One of the saddest aspects of the rede-
velopment of the Alexandria waterfront has
been the extent to which historic buildings

have not been preserved. Demolishing the
clubhouse building, portions of which are

almost 100 years old, will eliminate one
more link to the city’s waterfront history.

I fully appreciate that demolishing the
clubhouse building will enhance the river
views from Vola’s Dockside Grill and Hi-Tide
Lounge, and most likely the profitability of
that restaurant, but that is not a good rea-
son to demolish a perfectly usable build-
ing.

Although demolition plans are quite ad-
vance, it still is not too late to say: Stop!
Let’s rethink the wisdom of demolishing a
fine, historic building that can readily be
repurposed by the city for public use and
as a complement to the interim plan for
Fitzgerald Square.

If the clubhouse building is torn down, I
predict that sometime in the future, and
perhaps in the very near future, regrets will
emerge about that demolition. If I am still
around, I will be among the first to say, I
told you so — the building should not have
been demolished.

In response to my remarks, Mark Jinks,
the city manager, stated that the city’s wa-
terfront plan envisions a major park at the
bottom of King Street. That plan included
tearing down the ODBC building. Plans,
though, are not set in concrete.

As happens quite often, plans change
when circumstances change. For example,
even though the waterfront plan calls for a
hotel at Robinson Terminal North, its cur-
rent owner has determined that it is not
economic to build a hotel there. The water-
front plan must therefore be amended to
reflect that reality.

It is not too late to reconsider the demo-
lition of a perfectly fine building that the
city can readily repurpose for numerous
public uses. Delaying the start of demoli-
tion, now scheduled for March, will not
cause irreversible harm to the city or the
waterfront.

I urged the council to stop, take a breath,
suspend plans to demolish the building, and
reconsider how it can be utilized until such
time as the city is ready to move ahead with
constructing a permanent Fitzgerald Square
Park.

Bert Ely
Alexandria

Support
Fair Elections
To the Editor:

The future of our Commonwealth, and
our Virginia General Assembly, the oldest
continuous legislative body in the western
world, hangs in the balance of two deci-
sions that will be made this week. If you
care about what we can achieve here in Vir-
ginia, I hope you will tune in.

The first is a scheduled drawing to deter-
mine the outcome of a House of Delegates
race in Newport News where Shelly
Simonds was determined the winner by one
vote after a recount verified by both candi-
dates and a three-judge panel. But the los-
ing candidate, David Yancey, had his team
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Pre-Pay
taken pre-payments, but that it

was still unclear whether or not it
would be deductible for federal
taxes. “If you would like to give
us money before it’s due, we will
take that, hold it, and apply it to
future balances,” said Fifer. “We do
not have to change our policies or
procedure to accept prepayments.
However, we can’t tell the indi-
vidual taxpayer whether there’s
any benefit to prepayment.”

In Northern Virginia, this led to
a flood of prepayments. Fifer said
over 650 people sent in over $6
million in prepayments.

“We’ve had one of those weeks
around here,” said Carla de la
Pava, Arlington County treasurer.
“It is unexpected and 40 percent
of the staff is out on vacation.”

A statement released by the IRS
on Dec. 27 clarified that items
were only deductible from 2017
if they were assessed in 2017.
Fifter said that Alexandria cannot
assess 2018 real estate taxes in
2017. But Fifer and de la Pava said
there is still the possibility that the
future interpretation of the law
could change.

“The jury is still out on whether
this will be deductible,” said de la
Pava. “The IRS has put out some-
thing saying it will not be deduct-
ible. We took in over $3 million
yesterday alone and people are
still making their payments. It’s
not like they’re buying something
on sale they might not use later. If
they have money in the bank, the
opportunity cost is fairly low.
People are taking a chance that
maybe something will change. If
you don’t make the payments, you
definitely won’t be able to take
advantage of it.”

On the last day to make the pay-
ment in 2017, de la Pava there
were over 1,8000 customers pre-
paying $14.7 million in taxes in
Arlington.

“Now many want refunds,” said
Fifer. “We spent that last week and
beginning of this week scrambling
to accept prepayments, now we’re
working to go through the refunds.
This puts a significant strain on
local governments to receive and
now refund this many prepay-
ments.”

While other states have been
working to review their tax cycles
to accommodate the issue, in Vir-
ginia, Fifer said the assessment
cycle begins on Jan. 1 and ends
June 15. “There are experts and
tax advisors telling people differ-
ent things,” said de la Pava. “I don’t
think there’s any clarity. This bill
Congress passed has created a lot
of uncertainty and people are re-
sponding.”
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Since I don’t have to write for a deadline
this week (12/27/17 papers have already gone
to press), maybe I’ll write for pleasure. Not
that writing this column is ever not my pleas-
ure, but it is time-sensitive, at least on a
weekly basis. And though that “weekliness”
can occasionally induce some pressure, mostly
I can manage it. Besides, it contributes to
what you read and my feelings about having
written. As such, my columns are rarely about
the past, well, only in so far as it gives the pre-
sent and future concerns some context.
Generally speaking however, I am writing
about extremely-current events. It’s not
exactly real time, but the timing is exception-
ally real.

This sort of holiday break occurs at The
Connection every year as we condense our
publication schedule and finish/publish three
weeks of newspapers in nine business days.
And even though this “condensation” is noth-
ing new for any of us long-sitting employees, it
does present its own unique set of challenges,
yet it is a schedule which has stood the test of
time. Time which eventually leads to pleasure.

And time off is part of what drives this mid-
to-late December rush. Because in the news-
paper business, especially considering the
24/7 news cycle, with which we are all famil-
iar, even for a weekly publication – for both
editorial and sales, you are mostly on. So get-
ting a chance to publish and then pause, gives
us all an opportunity to refresh and recharge.
And since I’m honeymooning, so to speak,
(see column dated 12/13/17 titled “As Good
As It Gets”), I have nothing particularly cancer-
centric to write about and/or worry about,
well, top of mind anyway. There’s plenty of
cancer stuff bottom of mind though. The diffi-
culty is keeping it there.

The problem/reality is, even when you’re
meandering around in your head, in order to
write, there is a cancer section which inevita-
bly fights its way to the top. It’s not as if I have
a multiple personality disorder: Kenny-
without-cancer and Kenny-with-cancer (my
website, by the way:
www.KennyWithCancer.com), but sometimes
I think I must. Thinking one could totally com-
partmentalize the facts and fissures that a “te-
rminal” lung cancer diagnosis/”13 month to
two year” prognosis imposes is an admirable,
much talked about goal but in truth, it’s
probably unrealistic and likely leads to that
dual personality. But who’s kidding whom? It’s
hard/IMPOSSIBLE to know.

So for the moment, I can pretend/presume
that Kenny-without-cancer is front and center,
top of mind and in control, free to wander
aimlessly in print and ponder his fate as if
nothing much – other than one’s own mortal-
ity, is effecting his judgment. Ah, one can
dream. And oddly enough, I have been
dreaming more, and sleeping longer and
deeper, too. I’m sure it’s simply a coincidence
that having five weeks off from any cancer-
related activities/obligations, and likewise hav-
ing nine days off from any newspaper-related
activities has contributed to this semi peace
and quiet. A quiet which will soon end when
we leave for two days in Pennsylvania to
spend Christmas with my wife Dina’s cousins,
which, along with the cheesesteak I plan on
eating, provides it’s own sort of comfort and
joy.

Still, any port in the cancer storm provides
a welcome respite from the – with apologies
to Shakespeare – slings and arrows of outra-
geous misfortune (Shakespeare’s quote was
“fortune”), however real or imagined. To be
sure, cancer is no joke, neither is being diag-
nosed with a “terminal” form of it: non-small
cell lung cancer, stage IV, at age 54 and a half.
But making fun of it and the circumstances
surrounding it, has been my stock and trade
since I first went public – in print, in June
2009. The means I’ve justified to prevent my
premature end. So far, so good.

I’m Very Seldom
Wrong, But This
Time I’m Write From Page 16
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go through the rubbish bin of discarded
ballots the next day and produce one vote
they say counted for him, and went back to
the three judges who then declared a tie
without legal authority, leading to the
scheduled drawing on Jan. 4. A drawing
does follow the law in case of a tie, but
Yancey broke the rules to get to the tie and
this is no way to decide an election.

There is an even larger injustice being
done in Fredericksburg District 28 where
147 voters were given the wrong ballot and
61 ballots were stuffed in the wrong ballot
box, and it is possible more voters turned
away in confusion and never cast a ballot.
When alerted at 9 a.m. on Election Day elec-
tion officials ignored the problem, voters
were denied provisional ballots, and when
a voter went to the wall map to show elec-
tion officials that they were given the wrong
ballot, they tore the map off the wall. In
one case a husband and wife in one house
were given ballots for two different districts.

The victim in this unfortunate series of
events is not just Joshua Cole, the candi-
date who was denied a free and fair elec-
tion, not just those voters who voted in the
wrong district, or the voters in that House
of Delegates district who were denied the
right to choose a candidate in a fair elec-
tion, but all Virginia voters, if this injustice
is left to stand. We will be denied the right
to be represented by a legislature that has
been chosen in a free and fair election. This
is something we constantly demand that
other countries do in their elections, so we
must make sure we do it at home. And over
50 years after the Voting Rights Act we can-
not and should not disenfranchise voters.

Last Saturday, concerned citizens and
elected officials, from around Virginia gath-
ered in the state capital; in Fredericksburg,
where this travesty took place; and in Alex-
andria, where on Friday Jan. 5 a judge in
the U.S. District Court will hear and make
a ruling as to whether to allow the candi-
date leading after the unfair election to be
seated. The hearing is open to the public
and will be held at the Federal Courthouse,
401 Courthouse Square, at 4:30 p.m. Please
consider attending or following the out-
come of this case. The democratic principle
of free and fair elections is at stake.

Boyd Walker
Liz Petitt

Gene Rossi
Kenny Boddye

Cindy Michelle Cunningham
Stair Calhoun

Paul Friedman

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any
public issue. The deadline for all material is
noon Friday. Letters must be signed. Include

home address and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and factual

errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette Packet

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
Call 703-917-6444 or email

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

1/31/18. 1/31/18.

1/31/18.
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