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A ring from
Fairfax that was
reunited with its
owner: Fairfax
Ringfinder Earl
Roberts reunites
lost heirlooms
with owners and
gets many smiles
in the end.
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Assembly Agenda Northern Virginia Dance
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Slll‘lI‘iS e at S il as B.urke H ouse We're exc‘ilefi ltc: open the doors Lui' our

newest Virginia community, built on

Gl‘an d Opel']i]_']_g the grounds of the historical Silas Burke

House. Stop by lor a tour, meet our
experienced care team, and discover our

Saturday, January 27, 2018 | 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

exceptional activities and delicious dining
programs. Join us to celebrate and let us

welcome you to the very best in care.

Sunrise at Silas Burke House offers:
= Assisted living and memaory care
» Personalized activities and programming

+ Three meals daily, freshly prepared by
our in-house chef

« Convenient location with easy access to
Washington, DC

+ Mearby shopping, dining, and worship options

e
SUNRISE.

RSVP by calling 571-220-4973 or schedule a personalized tour.

Sunrise at Silas Burke House SENIOR LIVING
9619 Burke Lake Road, Burke, VA 22015
SunriseSilasBurkeHouse.com/Connections BB o o1y tunwine Sarien Living SILAS BURKE HOUSE

s Visa® Balance Transfer
ATCIEWS Special Offer!

How Much Money Could You Save?
$500, $1,000 or more?
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Jeanne Lavelle of Fairfax, with the assistance of interpreter Jessica Holt,
addresses the Fairfax delegation to the General Assembly. Lavelle advo-

cated for funding to ensure that deaf and hearing impaired children are
not left “functionally illiterate” because they are not given the opportu-

nity to learn language skills.

CONNECTION EDITOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC

703-778-9414 OR NORTH@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

OILDINNOD) FH | ADRAOK VIIANY Ad SOLOH(]

Theresa Sheipe of Fairfax was one of many members of the “More Recess
for Virginians” group who either spoke or supported from the audience
in favor of protecting and expanding recess in Virginia schools.

Citizens Shape Assembly Agenda

Fairfax delegation to General Assembly hears from public before heading to Richmond.

By ANDREA WORKER
THE CONNECTION

he 2018 Regular Session of the

Virginia General Assembly con-

venes on Wednesday, Jan. 10.

Before the state senators and
delegates head off for Richmond, many of
the Fairfax County contingent met with con-
stituents in a Saturday, Dec. 6, public hear-
ing at the County Government Center.

More than 100 registered speakers and
their supporters braved single-digit tem-
peratures for the opportunity to tell their
elected representatives just what they
hoped to see included in the upcoming leg-
islative agendas.

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Sharon Bulova welcomed the
delegation, and then began the hearing as
“Speaker # 1,” representing the interests
of the entire county.

Funding for the educational needs of the
county was first on Bulova’s ask list — a
theme that was often repeated during the
marathon five hour-plus hearing. She fol-
lowed that request with an appeal for fund-
ing for WMATA, citing that reliable and safe
public transportation is critical to the eco-
nomic health of the region.

THE GROUP “More Recess for Virginians”
came out in full, green t-shirted force, ask-
ing the delegation to support legislation that
would include recess as part of the “instruc-
tional hours” in elementary schools. Recess
supporter Theresa Sheipe from Fairfax
asked the legislators to provide the School
Board more flexibility to better serve the
children, and Shannon Hamilton, Ph.D., a
neuroscientist from Alexandria, added “Sci-
ence is on the side of recess. We hope you
are, too.”

Other topics included concerns for the
environment and climate change impact,
with many arguing for renewable energy

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

sources, and several
opposing what they
consider the “influ-
ence of Dominion En-
ergy” on Virginia poli-
cies. The Faith Alliance
for Climate Solutions,
350 Fairfax, and The
Climate Reality Project
put forth speakers rep-
resenting their organi-
zations, among the
dozen or so individu-
als who also spoke on
the issue.

Social services advo-
cates were also well
represented. Speakers
from the Fairfax-Falls
Church Community
Services Board, The
ARC of Northern Vir-
ginia, Fairfax County
Community Action Advisory Board, North-
ern Virginia Family Services, and Social Ac-
tion Linking Together, along with numer-
ous individuals, like Jeanne Lavelle with the
Virginia Association for the Deaf, urged the
delegation to consider the needs of the
community’s less fortunate and the more
vulnerable.

Several of the social service organizations
also supported the expansion of Medicaid
in the Commonwealth, as did speakers from
the county government employees union,
SEIU Virginia 512. State Sen. Dick Saslaw
(D-35) responded to the “expansionists”
that they wouldn’t find many dissenters on
that topic among the legislators on the dais.

Advocates for stronger gun safety laws,
bipartisan redistricting and voter protection,
the decriminalization of marijuana, banning
solitary confinement in prisons, funding of
judgeships, immigrant support, and provid-
ing more powers to the civilian police force
review panel and auditor all had their turn

ation.

State Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) meets with Bill
Barfield, second vice president, Legislative Commit-
tee co-chair for the Fairfax County Federation of
Citizens Associations. Barfield, a mathematician
who lives in Fairfax, and Tim Thompson, the
Federation’s president, presented their representa-
tives with a list of 11 legislative issues for consider-

at the microphone.

In past years, citizens had more opportu-
nity to talk with their representatives after
the hearing, but the length of this year’s
event saw several of the legislators called
to other duties before the close, and even
the majority of the citizen activists did not
make it to the moment when Saslaw called
“time.”

A HANDFUL of the delegation did linger,
including state Sen. Chap Peterson (D-34),
state Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31), and Del.
Jennifer Boysko (D-86).

Petersen took a few moments to chat with
his constituent Bill Barfield, who had testi-
fied and presented the legislative issues put
forth by the Fairfax County Federation of
Citizens Association.

Boysko will be sponsoring the Dignity Act
this session, and supporting in-state tuition
legislation, as part of her agenda.

Favola provided information on her 2018

State Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31)
admits she has her work cut out

for her in the 2018 Regular Session
of the Virginia Legislature. She’s
tackling Paid Family Leave, Gun
Safety, Domestic Violence Preven-
tion, Medicaid Expansion, K-12
education reforms and improve-
ments, and Equal Taxing Authority
for Counties, to name a few.

Legislative Agenda.

High on the list is working to get coun-
ties the same taxing authority as cities.
“Counties are providing the same services
as cities, and the discrepancy in taxing au-
thority is really unfair,” she said.

Paid Family Leave, Gun Safety, K-12 Edu-
cation reforms and enhancements are also
in her sights. Favola admits that some of
her proposed legislation requires taking
some “big steps,” but that on many of the
issues, “many small steps have already been
taken, so there’s reason to be optimistic.

To track what state senators and delegates
are up to in the General Assembly, to con-
tact them, or to track the progress of pro-
posed legislation, visit
www.virginiageneralassembly.gov.
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OPINION
Pulling Legal Status from Local Salvadorans

Bad for communities, bad for the economy,
bad for the families, and no upside.

t’s going to hurt right here in Northern
Virginia.
As this administration continues its

persecution against immigrants, it will
move to end protected status for more than
200,000 Salvadorans, tens of thousands of
whom live among us as neighbors, coworkers,
friends, business owners, homeowners.

These neighbors, Salvadorans who came
here in the wake of terrible natural disaster
and political unrest, have been
living and working here legally
since 2001 at least. Temporary
Protected Status was given to approximately
217,000 Salvadoran immigrants living in the
United States at the time of the disasters.
Their families have added almost as many

U.S.-born children. They are intertwined with
naturalized citizens and other legal residents
from their country, with the withdrawal of pro-
tected status affecting a community far larger
than the TPS recipients. These communities are
concentrated, intensifying the overall impact,
and more live here in the D.C. suburbs than
anywhere else.

EDITORIAL

On average, Salvadoran TPS recipients have
been in the U.S. for 21 years; one-third have
mortgages. These are people who have had
legal work permits, who suddenly will not be
able to work legally here. Their mortgages, and
the mortgages of people who depend on them,
will be at risk. Removing the ability of recipi-
ents to work legally will increase the risk of
foreclosure, with negative economic impact
across communities.

Salvadorans with protected status pay sales
and property taxes. The communities they live
in will be damaged. Their children will be more
at risk. Our economy will be damaged.

THE SALVADORAN IMMIGRANT popula-
tion is most concentrated in the Washington,
D.C. metropolitan area, where 165,000 El Sal-
vador-born residents make up 2.9 percent of
the population.

Salvadorans in the United States sent $3.6
billion home to El Salvador in 2012, 16.5 per-
cent of that country’s GDP

Virginia has nearly 45,000 El Salvadoran TPS
residents, almost all in Northern Virginia, and

concentrated in particular neighborhoods. Ar-
lington has identified just four census tracts
with more than 1,000 Salvadoran residents
each (two with more than 1,400). In 2015, the
most common birthplace for the foreign-born
residents of Virginia was El Salvador, account-
ing for 96,515 Virginia residents. Fairfax
County in 2010 was home to 43,566 Salva-
dorans.

Analysis shows that when Salvadoran, Hon-
duran, and Haitian workers with TPS are re-
moved from the labor force, the United States
will lose $45.2 billion in gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) over the next decade, according to
Immigrant Legal Resource Center. When TPS
holders lose their work authorization, it will
result in a $6.9 billion reduction to Social Se-
curity and Medicare contributions over a de-
cade, as calculated by the ILRC.

All of that shows why this will damage com-
munities and the economy. It says nothing
about the harm to families. But the harm is
great.

— MARY KIMM
MKIMM@CONN ECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Sources: American Progress, Pew Hispanic, Center
for Immigration Studies, U.S. Census, Immigrant Legal
Resource Center, local government demographic data.

Here’s What Makes America Great

By ErRiCc WOLF WELCH

n the spring of 1937, my grandmother re-
alized she and her family had to leave Ger-
many. My aunt had just come home from
school, her hair dyed black with ink and the
words ‘Jew” written all over her clothes. This
was the final straw. Within a matter of days,
my grandmother, grandfather, aunt, and my
mother (only 3 years old) snuck out of the little
town of Dudelsheim, Germany, leaving every-
thing behind and paying
COMMENTARY bribes to officials to obtain
visas to exit the country.
They boarded a ship to New York and were
fortunate enough to have cousins who could
sponsor their entry into America.

My aunt and mother were educated in
America’s public schools and universities. My
mother became a teacher and my aunt a doc-
tor. My grandmother worked for the Girl Scouts
of America and my grandfather became a die-
hard Yankees fan. They became Americans.
They loved this country and had a deep sense
of patriotism, which continues through their
children and grandchildren today. They would
not have lived and I would not exist without
America opening her doors to my family.

I am a high school teacher in Fairfax County.
I teach many students who remind me of my
mother and my aunt. These students and their
families also came to America to escape vio-
lence, poverty, and religious or political perse-
cution. And just like my family, they are Ameri-
cans (whether a document officially says it or
not). They love the opportunity this country
has provided to them and want to make the
most of it.

Each generation, the American dream is re-
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newed and continued, by the ancestors of pre-
vious immigrants and by new immigrants.
What made America great, and what will make
America great again, is immigration. The first
European immigrants to America came with
the hope of religious freedom and economic
prosperity. How is this any different than a fam-
ily today wanting to come to America from
Yemen or Guatemala? John Winthrop, an early
leader of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, said
America needed to be a “city on a hill” whose
light is a beacon. Leaders, such as President
Ronald Reagan, have reminded and challenged
us to live up to this vision that truly makes
America exceptional among the nations of the
world.

The current anti-immigration movement,
spurred on by President Donald Trump sus-
pending the DACA program, demanding a bor-
der wall be built, and calling for an end to so-
called “chain immigration,” is troubling be-
cause it attempts to move our country in a di-
rection different than our past. “Chain immi-
gration” is why I am alive. It’s also why stu-
dents from Iraq, Sierra Leone, and El Salvador
are in my classroom, safely learning and thriv-
ing, rather than being killed or living in squa-
lor. Should we stop being a beacon to these
people?

Unfortunately, the anti-immigration move-
ment is fueled by a belief that to allow others
to have the opportunities we have as Ameri-
cans is going to take away from our own wealth
and prosperity. A prime example of this is the
argument Virginia state Sen. Richard Black
made against DACA students receiving in-state
tuition, “Every time you give free stuff to people
here illegally, you have to take it away from
an American.” This understanding of econom-

ics is misguided as well as selfish. History has
proven that the contributions of immigrants
to America improves our economy, increases
our tax base, and creates more jobs and op-
portunities for all Americans. Our region’s
economy is a prime example of this. DACA stu-
dents, and their families, are trying to live the
American dream, and in doing so, they are con-
tributing to, not taking away from, what makes
America great.

From a moral argument, I am reminded of
the story a Lutheran pastor recently told. He
said imagine two rooms. One is well-lit and
another right next to it is completely dark.
When the door is opened, the light from the
well-lit room enters the dark room and illumi-
nates it. Yet, as that light spreads, the well-lit
room continues to stay just as bright as it was
before.

When America opens its doors, we do not
lose our own wealth, prosperity, and well-be-
ing. Rather, we allow it to grow and spread
and become greater than it was before. I urge
you to remind Congress, our President, and
all of us who make up this country to remem-
ber that immigration is what has and will con-
tinue to make America great.

The writer, an Arlington resident, is a social studies
teacher at JEB Stuart High School and coordinator of the
“AVID” program, an academic mentoring program to
help students attend college, many of whom are the first

in their family to attend college.
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New Scoutmaster at Burke Troop 1131

Eagle Scout Board of Review Members: Mark Blanchard,
former and, as of Jan. 1, 2018, new Scoutmaster, Troop
1131, Burke, Ed Baird, Phil Sternberg, T-1131 Committee
Chair and Past 20-Year Scoutmaster, Skylar Peppler, Eagle
Scout #204 in T-1131, Rick Priest, Patriot District Eagle
Scout Committee. Not in picture, G.C. ‘Gary’ Black, III, T-
1131 Committee Member and Patriot District Committee
Member. Skyler lives in Centreville and attends Chantilly

High School.

FAITH NOTES

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

The following is a list of events at
Mount Calvary Baptist Church,
4325 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax:

< Adult Bible Study every Wednesday
starting at 7 p.m., Youth Bible Study at
7:15 p.m.

« Full Praise and Baptism Service at
7 p.m., the last Wednesday of every
month

< Sunday School at 9 a.m.

< Sunday morning service at 10 a.m.,
the 4% Sunday of every month

< Men’s Ministry Bible Class, the Sat-
urday before the 4™ Sunday of every
month

« Commonwealth Care Center min-
istry every first and third Thursday
night. 703-273-1455.

Beth El Hebrew Congregation,
3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria, has
services on Fridays, 7:30 p.m. with a
pre-service wine and cheese social at
6:30 p.m., and Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.
with a pre-service Torah study at 9 a.m.
Religious school is on Wednesday eve-
nings and Sunday mornings. Adult
learning opportunities take place
throughout the year. Tot Shabbat is on
the first and third Saturdays at 11 a.m.
Kolot Shabbat, a musical service, is the
first Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
703-370-9400 or
www.bethelhebrew.org.

The Cranford United Methodist
Church, located at 9912 Old Colchester
Road, Lorton, hosts prayer and healing
services on the first Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. Worship service is at
11 a.m., and fellowship is at 12:30 p.m.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the
corner of Fairfax County Parkway and
Burke Lake Roads, holds a bible study
fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays followed
by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery
care and children’s church also pro-
vided. 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax
Station, 703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

Grace Presbyterian Church of-
fers Sunday school for all ages at 9:15,
and a blended worship service 10:30
a.m. every Sunday morning. Coffee and

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

fellowship follows worship. Nursery
care is provided from 9-11:45 a.m. 7434
Bath Street, Springfield. 703-451-2900
or www.gracepresby.org.

First Baptist Church of Spring-
field offers Sunday school at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by both traditional and con-
temporary worship services at 10:30
a.m. at 7300 Gary St., Springfield. 703-
451-1500 or www.fbespringfield.org.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers ser-
vices at two locations, 5114 Twinbrook
Road in Fairfax, and 13421 Twin Lakes
Drive in Clifton. Services in Fairfax are
held on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and Sun-
days at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services in
Clifton are held on Sundays at 8:50 and
10:50 a.m. 703-323-9500 or
www.Lordoflifeva.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church,
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton, offers
Sunday worship services at 10 a.m. and
Cup of Fellowship at 11 a.m. Nursery
care is provided from 9:45-11:15 a.m.
Christian education for all ages is at
9:45 a.m. 703-830-3175.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist
Center, 10875 Main St., Fairfax City
provides free classes to both newcomers
and advanced practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhism. The center emphasizes work-
ing with the mind and learning how to
understand the workings of the mind,
overcoming inner causes of suffering,
while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa
Rinpoche, the center is a place of study,
contemplation and meditation. Visit
www.guhyasamaja.org for more infor-
mation.

St. Andrew the Apostle Catho-
lic Church, 6720 Union Mill Road,
Clifton, conducts Sunday masses at
7:30 a.m., 8:45 a.m., Latin mass at
10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. It also offers
a Saturday vigil at 5:30 p.m. and a
Thursday Latin mass at 7 p.m. Addi-
tional mass offered Monday-Friday at
6:30 a.m. (except on Federal holidays)
and 8:45 a.m. 703-817-1770 or
www.st-andrew.org.

Clifton Baptist Church, 7152
Main St.Clifton, is a small Bible-believ-
ing church offering worship service on
Sunday at 11 a.m., with Bible Study on
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m.

CALENDAR

T 2 3
4 5 &6 7 8 910
11 12 13/ 14 15 16 1?;
18 19 20 21 22 23 24|
25 26 27 28 29 30 31|

Let us know
about an
upcoming event

connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar

GOING OUT

Celebrating
our 32nd
Anniversary

e
SHILLELAGHS

THE TRAVEL CLUB

Kentucky’s Moonshune, Mountains & Music, May 7-10
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna, McLean Metro & Rockville, 3 nights hotel with
daily breakfast, 2 lunches & e dinners, Sightseeing & evening entertainment.

Puglia, Italy, April 14-22.
Includes air from Dulles, 7-nights at one hotel with day.y breakfast, 2 lunches &

$2795

3 dinners,Sightseeing. Call for detailed itinerary.

Bermuda Cruise from Baltimore on RCCL, May 19-24. ................. $464 plus taxes
Includes 5-nights cruising on the Grandeur of the Seas with all meals & transfers
Transfers from Vienna will be available.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 * Vienna, Virginia 22180

703.242-2204 1-800-556-8646

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com
for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

OF BUSINE

After 30 years,

CLOSING THE DOORS FOREVER!

Must liquidate our entire collection of
fine jewelry and custom designs!

DIAVION

FINAL DAYS...
HURRY, SALE
ENDS SOON!

Fx

A765-5 BURKE CENTRE PARKWAY » DURKE » 703239 1500
MON-FRL 10200 AM - (old PM, SAT. 10:00 AR

P
.-

FIVE STAR JEWELERS
and Gemological Laboratory

fabl 'M, SUUN, CLOSED

FIVESTARJEWELERS. NET

Majer Credit Conds and Loyaways Accepied » Decounts 08 Cngingl Retal § Suggesked Ratoil Frices
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Monday, January 22nd, 2018
8:30am-10:30am & 12:30pm-2:30pm
Please join us for a meet and greet with our teachers,
tours of classrooms, refreshments, and fun!

Registration begins February 8th for the 2018-2019 school year.
Check us out on Facebook and our website!

LIVING SAVIOR PRESCHOOL
3 5500 OX ROAD

h |

‘I FAIRFAX STATION, VA 22038

r Ja 703-352-4208
preschool@livingsavioriutheran.org

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
R. GRACE CHANG
T

OMETRISTS

* Family & Pediatric Vision Care
* Comprehensive Eye Exams ¢ Treatment of Eye Diseases
* 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
¢ Laser Vision Consultants ¢ Over a thousand frames in stock
* We carry all major brands of contact lenses ¢ In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network
Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetha HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP® Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION
5204A Rolling Rd.

Burke Professional Center
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-2000

www.drsweetnam.com ¢ www.sightforvision.com
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NEWS

Lost Ring? Call Ringfinder

Fairfax Ringfinder reunites

By MIKE SALMON
THE CONNECTION

hile at the backyard mulch

pile, a Vienna resident was

scattering some fruit scraps

when the ring on her fin-
ger fell off, a family heirloom that had a
lot of meaning. In came Earl Roberts, a City
of Fairfax resident that is part of a loosely
knit group called “The Ringfinders,” and
found the ring after a few minutes.

“I had her reenact the throw, within a
couple of minutes I found the ring,” Rob-
erts said.

He could never forget “the smile on her
face,” he said.

THE SMILES are one reason Roberts got
involved with this craft, using his metal
detector when all hope is lost for the jewelry owner.

Chris Turner from Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada, is the originator of “The Ringfinders,” which
is an online directory of metal detecting specialists
that will help people find their lost jewelry at beaches,
parks, lakes and yards all around the world, as stated
on their website. Although Turner has been involved
with metal detecting since the 1970s, he started The
Ringfinders in 2010. “My goal is to help get you re-
united with your lost jewelry,” he said on his website.
There is a “Book of Smiles,” section on the site, show-
ing how happy folks get when their jewelry is found.

Although there are charges for this service, “the
members listed on The Ring Finders directory all set
their own rates and terms, and no recommendations,
guarantees or endorsements are made regarding any
of the individuals or businesses listed,” it states. There
are contacts all over the U.S., Canada, Hawaii and
even as far as Peru, according to their map.

Many of the cases Roberts has been working in-
volve yard work and the rings or jewelry comes off
unexpectedly.

This was the case earlier in 2017 when a client in
Fairfax was clearing out some ivy, put his ring in his
pocket, and it came out during the day somehow.
“There was a lot of ivy to search, right before dark I
found it,” Roberts said.

He’s even been called to Maryland’s eastern shore
in 2016 when a ring was lost in the surf at a beach.

lost heirlooms
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PHOTO BY EARL ROBERTS

Earl Roberts is The Ringfinder in Fairfax.

“We actually found the ring, it took two days, we
had to wait for low tide,” he said.

Roberts is not one of those retirees at the beach
who mans the metal detector at sunrise and spends
a few hours with a sand sifter to find loose change
from strangers, or a Civil War relic hunter. It started
as a hobby when he was in Okinawa with the Ma-
rine Corps and took his metal detector to the beach
where there was a beach assault in World War II and
found two or three knives, a bayonet, a helmet, uni-
form buttons and a set of dog tags. He even worked
with a Japanese museum when he was over there.

TREASURE HUNTERS with metal detectors are
shunned most times because of the damage they
do while digging things up, like in the case with
Civil War relics, but that isn’t the case, Roberts said.
The jewelry is right on the surface, maybe under
some leaves, but “it’s not six inches in the ground,”
he said.

There is a Northern Virginia Relic Hunters Asso-
ciation, organized in February 1972 in Centreville,
whose main source of relics is of the Civil War era,
but they do not encourage relic hunting in parks and
privately owned land. This is where the negative
connotations of people digging around may come
from. The NVRHA has supported various efforts
whose ultimate goal has been the preservation of
threatened historical sites, their information states.

CoMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

JUBJLEECHHib'I IANCENTER
J ” = “Loving Peopleto Life”

Worship Gathering - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sun. Evening - Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups
Visit our Website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9418

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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2018 Color of the Year: Ultra Violet

Mixed reactions from local
tastemakers who offer design ideas.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL

t's a moment that interior designers

anticipate all year: the announcement

of the Pantone Color of the Year. Ul-

tra Violet is the selection for 2018,
and local designers are giving it a mixed
reception.

“Interiors have gone so neutral, I look for-
ward to suggesting... Ultra Violet, a color
[that] can bridge warm and cool gray
neutrals,” said Moira Denson, interior de-
signer and assistant professor of Interior
Design at Marymount University.

“There’s nothing subtle about Ultra Vio-
let. It’s one-dimensional and difficult to
decorate with, except in very small doses,”
said interior designer Annie Elliott of Annie
Elliott Interiors and Bossy Color. “I find the
color loud. ‘Look at me!’ It screams.”

The selection by Pantone, the self-de-
scribed global authority on color, is intended
to be a harbinger of the hue that will be on
trend in the coming year. The organization’s
color gurus spend about nine months ob-
serving trends in industries ranging from
film and entertainment to art and fashion.

This year’s pick can add a burst of vi-
brancy to a home’s interior in impermanent
ways, advises interior designer Cathleen
Gruver of Gruver Cooley. “Some quick easy
ways to use the color are adding throw pil-
lows, which are relatively inexpensive and
easy to trade out,” she said. “Accent plates
on a dining table are an option for those
who may not want to commit in their
home.”

“Use this color in extremely small doses,”
added Elliott. “If you really love this color,
I suggest using it as part of a larger pat-
tern. Don’t buy a solid purple pillow;
choose a pretty floral that has some Ultra
Violet in it.”

For those with less trepidation about Ul-
tra Violet, interior designer Sarah Glenn of
Braswell Design+Build in Alexandria, said,
“The powder room is a great place to incor-
porate deep colors in interesting ways. In-
stall a graphic violet wallpaper behind a
bright white pedestal sink, or paint the ceil-
ing a high gloss violet to reflect the decora-
tive lighting in the room.”

Dark and dramatic cabinetry, which
Glenn says is trending this year, offers an-
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PHOTO COURTESY OF MOIRA DENSON
“Ultra violet sets a mood that
allows all my landscapes to feel
grounded,” says artist Moira
Denson, who is an assistant profes-
sor of Interior Design at
Marymount University

other use for the Pantone pick. “Go bold
and incorporate a deep violet island or base
cabinets into a new kitchen,” she said. “In-
corporate a violet glass mosaic tile on your
shower floor or as an accent stripe around
tub walls. I especially love violet glass
paired with the grey and taupe tones of

wooden white marble tile.”

Some designers describe Ultra Violet as
commanding, particularly when used inside
a home. “This shade of purple is a powerful
color and one that I would use as an ac-
cent,” said interior designer Marika Meyer
of Marika Meyer Interiors. “A little bit will
go a long way. It is also a great color to pair
with other colors, it is a very friendly
complementary color.”

“Good pairings include green and purple,
a classic combination, but I've always liked
red with purple,” added Elliott. “Ultra Vio-
let is a vivid color, so make sure you use
equally strong colors with it so it doesn’t
dominate a palette.”

Pair it with gold and yellow tones, sug-
gests Denson, who is also an artist. “I paint
skies all the time,” she said. “It’s what wa-
tercolorists do. To me, shades of the ultra-
violet are the most pleasing sky. It works
super well with what we traditionally think
of skies: blue toned. It sets a mood that al-
lows all my landscapes to feel grounded.”

In announcing the selection, Laurie
Pressman, vice president of the Pantone
Color Institute described Ultra Violet as,
“a blue-based purple that takes our aware-
ness and potential to a higher level. Ultra
Violet communicates originality, ingenuity
and visionary thinking that points us to-
ward the future.”

lost (adj): 1. unable to find

the way. 2. not appreciated

or understood. 3. no longer
owned or known

Adopt

Donate
Volunteer

\olunteers needed for
adoption events,
fostering,
transportation,
adoption center
caretaking and more.

lostdogandcatrescue.org

Facebook, & Angie’s List!

- NICELY DONE

8934 Burke Lake Road, Springfield VA 22151
703-764-3748 www.nicelydonekitchens.com

= Your “Nicely Done”

(

Find us on Houzz,

Kitchens and Baths

Kings’s Park Shopping Center

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Kitchen or Bath is Right Around the Corner!
A “One-Stop Shop” That Goes Above and Beyond Your Imagination

- <
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CALENDAR

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING

Senior Line Dancing. Mondays, 1
p.m.; Fridays, 10-11:30 a.m. at Little
Rlver Glen Senior Center, 4001
Barker Court, Fairfax. Line Dancing is
a gentle, social form of aerobic
activity. Studies have shown it aids in
warding off Alzheimer’s disease. No
previous experience needed. Cost: $5
per 8-week session. Email
barbriba@hotmail.com or call 703-
524-3739.

Fairfax Pets on Wheels New
Volunteer Orientation. An
orientation for new volunteers
interested in visiting residents of
nursing homes and assisted living
facilities with their approved pets
through the Fairfax Pets On Wheels
program is held the first Wednesday
of every month starting at 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.fpow.org for each month’s
location. Prior to attending, please
complete the online application
found at www.fpow.org/volunteer.
www.fpow.org, 703-324-5424 or
dfspetsonwheels@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Carolina Shag. Wednesdays, 6:30-10
p.m. at Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.

FUN-Exercise Thursdays, noon-12:50
p.m. at Grace Presbyterian Church
Family Room, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Inova certified exercise
instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current
events conversation. Muscle, Balance,
Strength Training using stretch bands
and weights both standing and

Live Music

guest vocalist Kim
Scudera will be on stage
with Dave Anderson and
Mike Wingo: Anderson-
Wingo Duo on Friday,
Jan. 26 at 8 p.m. at Old
Town Hall, 3999 Univer-
sity Drive, Fairfax. Call
703-385-7858 or visit
www.fairfaxarts.org.

Making History

Burke Historical Society is meeting Sunday,
Jan. 28 at 8 p.m. at Pohick Regional Library,
6450 Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Visit

seated exercises. Instructor www.burkehistoricalsociety.org, for more.
donation is $5.
moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703-
499-6133.

and improve your

English. Day and start THURSDAY/JAN. 11

Exercise Program Mondays times vary. Visit: Art and Lunch. 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. year- va.evanced.info/ at Old Town Hall, 3999 University
round at Lord of Life Lutheran fairfaxcounty/lib/ Drive, Fairfax. The Fairfax Art League
Church, 5114 Twinbrook eventcalendar.asp will be hosting, bring lunch and
Road, Fairfax. The exercises Funday Monday enjoy the company of other artists.
are for strength, balance and 10:30 a.m., every Free. Visit www.fairfaxartleague.net
maintaining limberness. Monday at Old Town or call 703-587-9481.

Contact SCFB office at 703- Hall, 3999 University

426-2824 for more Drive, Fairfax. There
information. ask that you try to attend regularly. will be music, movement, FRIDAY/JAN. 12

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe). RSVP Naama.Gold@jccnv.org. storytelling, performances, crafts, B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish Smoke Free Bingo. 7 p.m. Every and more. It is open to children of all 4081 University Drive, Fairfax. Call
Community Center of Northern Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire ages, however especially for those 703-273-3638 or visit
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike, Department, 4081 University Drive, who haven’t yet started school. www.fairfaxvfd.com.
Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining Programs are free and open to the Bonita Lestina in Concert. 8-10 p.m.
always want to converse in Hebrew? callers, $1,000 jackpot (with breaks public, donations are gratefully at Old Town Hall, 3999 University
Join Na’ama each week for for smoking friends). appreciated. There is ample free Drive, Fairfax. National Brass
conversational Hebrew. You will www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638. parking in the downtown area, and Quintet, part of the Old Town Hall
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun English Conversation Groups stroller access at the rear of Old Performance Series. Free. Call 703-
and interactive way while learning weekly at George Mason, Burke Town Hall on Main St. 703-385-7858
more about Israel. Free, however we Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts. SEe CALENDAR, PAGE 9

Get A New Lease on Life*" with Harmony.

A =

Come get a glimpse of Lorton’s newest Assisted Living and Memory Care Community, The Crossings at Spring Hill. Opening soon,
The Crossings at Spring Hill offers no large buy-ins and and is accepting reservation deposits. We are convenient to -95 and
Fairfax County Parkway, adjacent to Workhouse Arts Center, and within a secured gated community with amenities such as a pool
and clubhouse. Enjoy outstanding care, farm to table dining, on-site physical therapy, a movie theater, and more!

Call 571.348.4970 to reserve your apartment today! HE 3
Welcome Center address: 7405 Alban Station Court, Suite B-201, Springfield, VA 22150 C . ;
Office hours: M-F 8:00 AM-8:00 PM & S5at 10:00 AM-4:00 PM AT SPRING HILL

LEW

8350 Mountain Larkspur Drive | Lorton, VA 22079 | 571.348.4970 | thecrossingsatspringhill.com
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CALENDAR

FromM PACE 8
385-7858.

SATURDAY/JAN. 13

Family Irish Country Dancing.
6:30-9:30 p.m. at the Green Acres
Center, 4401 Sideburn Road, Fairfax.
Free coffee, tea, and Irish soda bread,
music by Shepherd’s Pi. $15, families
$25, GMU students $5. Second
Saturday each month. Call 703-273-
6090.

SUNDAY/JAN. 14

George Washington Lecture. 2-4
p.m. at the Fairfax Museum and
Visitor Center, 10209 Main St.
Mlustrated talk by Dr. Peter
Henriques, professor emeritus from
George Mason University, called “I
Can Not Tell A Lie: Myths About
George Washington That Should Be
Discarded.” Free admission. Call 703
385-8414.

THURSDAY/JAN. 18

Lunch N’ Life. noon-2 p.m. at the
Fairfax Presbyterian Church, 10723
Main St. John Cox, who was a guide
at the U.S. Capital Building will
speak on the history of the building.
$10. Call 703-323-4788 or visit
www.scfbva.org.

Friday Morning Music Club. noon-2
p.m. at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Friday
Morning Music Club, Inc. is a
community of music lovers and
musicians dedicated to promoting
classical music throughout the
metropolitan area. On the third
Thursday of the month they host
their performances at Old Town Hall.
Visit www.fmmec.org.

Burke Toastmasters Open House.

6:30 p.m. at The Oaks Community
Center, 5708 Oak Leather Drive,
Burke. Improve public speaking and
presentation skills. Email
pmagnuson@hotmail.com.

FRIDAY/JAN. 19

B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,
4081 University Drive, Fairfax. Call
703-273-3638 or visit
www.fairfaxvfd.com.

Sherwood Family Movie. 7 p.m. at
the Stacy C. Sherwood Community
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway.
Featuring “Smurfs Lost Village.”
Participants may bring their own
snacks. Britepaths will accept
donations of non perishable food.
Call 703-385-7858.

Dance Fest 2018. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at
Harris Theatre at George Mason
University, George Mason University,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. The
Virginia Dance Coalition presents
DanceFest 2018 Gala Performance
highlighting 12 member companies.

Visit www.virginiadancecoalition.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 20

African American Museum. 1-3 p.m.

at Kings Park Library, Large Meeting

Room, 9002 Burke Lake Road, Burke.

Dr. Johari Rashad will give an inside
look at the new National Museum of
African American History and
Culture, located in Washington, D.C.
Free. Visit http://Sprann-
va.aauw.net.

MONDAY/JAN. 22

Funday Monday. 10:30 a.m. at Old
Town Hall, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Movement Monday-Kids
Zumba. Free. Call 703-385-7858.

Qigong and Tai Chi Easy. 2-3 p.m.

at King of Kings Lutheran Church,
4025 Kings Way, Fairfax. This six-
week class will include Tai Chi Easy
and other Qigong practices, with a
focus on balance, flexibility and
vitality — in all aspects of life. The
class is suitable for all levels.
Movements can be modified to suit
individual needs. New students are
welcome. Cost $90. Pre-registration
required. Call 703-378-7272 or email
churchoffice@kofk.org.

THURSDAY/JAN. 25

Fall for the Book. 5:30 p.m. at the
Great American Bistro, 10427 North
St., Fairfax. Fall for the Book’s New
Pop Up Lit Nights invite the
community to happy hour
appreciations of literature and
storytelling. Visit fallforthebook.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 26

B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,
4081 University Drive, Fairfax. Call
703-273-3638 or visit
www.fairfaxvfd.com.

Old Town Hall Concert. 8 p.m. at
Old Town Hall, 3999 University
Drive, Fairfax. Dave Anderson and
Mike Wingo: Anderson-Wingo Duo
with guest vocalist Kim Scudera. Call
703-385-7858 or visit
www.fairfaxarts.org.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 27

Irish Dancing Show. 7 p.m. in the
George Mason University Center for
the Arts’ Concert Hall, 4373 Mason
Pond Drive, Fairfax. “Stepping Out”
by Dublin Irish Dance, an exploration
of the Celtic experience through the
fast footwork of Irish step-dancers
and an eight-member traditional Irish
band. Visit cfa.gmu.edu.

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY

DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

OUTSTANDING SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS

Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5

Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES

Developmental Curriculum e Degreed Teachers © Registered Nurse ¢ Music Director ® Nutritious
Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks ¢ Heated Swimming Pools ¢ Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
* Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents e State Licensed

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

AGES FIVE-ELEVEN YEARS

_GRADES K-6

KINDERGARTEN

Fall 2018/2019
Two Virginia certified teachers per classroom.

THE REGIONAL VETERINARY
REFERRAL CENTER

CARDIOLOGY

CATSCAN/MRI

DERMATOLOGY

L EMERGENCY/

"7 4 CRITICAL CARE

- II“ INTERNAL MEDICINE
| NEUROLOGY
ONCOLOGY
PATHOLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

RADIATION
ONCOLOGY

RADIOCAT

SURGERY

6651 BACKLICK ROAD
SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150

VETREFERRALCENTER.COM
RVRC@EROLS.COM
OPEN 24 HOURS 365 DAYS A YEAR

Start the “New ¥ear with:a
New look & (areat Savings!

Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks; Orange Hunt, Sangster,
Hunt Valley and Cherry Run Elementary Schools.
Emphasis on special events, sports, time for
homework; and student’s choice of activities.

Program emphasizes language arts, math,
computer literacy, science, social studies,
social development; art, music and physical
development.

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP. OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY
OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

*Offer applies 10
Alra Window Fashions &
Moman Shutters anly,

BeltwayBlinds

& MORE

| Shutters | Shades | Blinds | Motorization |
For a free in-home consultation call:

703-991-7264

BURKE CONNECTION ¢ JANUARY II-17, 2018 « 9

Burke, Springfield,
Fairfax, Lorton
Fairfax Station

www.kiddiecountry.com

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facility!
Winner of American Institute
of Architects Award

KIDDIE COUNTRY
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.
Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066
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ENTERTAINMENT

To ADVERTISE IN THis PAPER. CALL BY MONDAY 11:00 am 703-778-9411 Dancefest 2018 tO Celebrate

Announcements Computers
We pay top s for STEHUHE' COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
MEN'S WATCHES, = JENNIPER SwTHL
JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, Serving the Area }
FURNITURE, PANTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net
= Speed Up Slow
e - Computers
mppm__e : = Virus Removal
i = Computer Setup
At Home Parents & Retirees ~ Help with Windows 8
unhan;:u lifa in '.I:CI‘;IF community 5? 1 -265-2"33
Need and have discipline Jennifer® HDIComputer Solutions.com
for flexible hours?
‘Work trom Old Town amdd,
e Pt 0 Find us on Facebook
Sell prind and digital adverising
cam| i '
S mpoigs s s and become a fan!
ol 15 istinct makets www.Facebook.com/
WEDP';Paz Emmerl1 mnmhunmmm
= Ermail blasts - Social media
Attract now customerns based m
on upper income profiles
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Announcements Announcements

Earn more with Quality!

k% 30 YEARS OF SERVIGE * * *

Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks all over the US and Canarla.

Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
(willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, clean MVR.

www qualitydriveaway.com
or call 514-642-2023

TELL US

WHAT
4 You
A" THINK

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR HERE

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/contact/letter

Qual ity Apply Online at

10 % BURKE CONNECTION % JANUARY |I-17, 2018

Northern Virginia Dance

Two-days of juried dance performances at GMU.

By DAvID SIEGEL
THE CONNECTION

wo-days of juried

dance performances

from a wide range of

local dance compa-
nies along with master classes and
workshops taught by world re-
nowned instructors, are coming to
Northern Virginia. It is the Virginia
Dance Coalition’s (VADC)
Dancefest 2018 at various George
Mason University venues.

“We at the VADC strive to
present the vast array of talent
from different dance genres, and
expose dancers to
as much variety as
possible,”  said
Marilyn York, VADC
President, and Di-
rector of Dancin’
Unlimited Jazz
Dance Company.

With a member-
ship of about 40
dance companies,
individual choreog-
raphers and danc-
ers, “VADC works
together to help
each other,” said
York. “We are not
competing against
each other, but
rather we'’re appre-
ciating each other.
Everyone has dif-
ferent styles of
dance; even within
genres. We challenge each other to reach higher lev-
els of quality through this work, but don’t get caught
up in the competitive spiral.”

VADC membership ranges from professional mod-
ern dance companies, to ethnic dance groups, and
pre-professional ballet groups. Dance genres repre-
sented in the VADC include a variety of tap, jazz,
theatrical dance and hip hop.

At Dancefest 2018, “the audience can expect to
see an amazing demonstration of the colorful vari-
ety of dance genres represented in Virginia. The gala
is a show that is in its essence entertainment, but
also serves as a window into types of dance not nor-
mally seen together,” said Caroline Frankil Warren,
choreographer and former VADC president.

Demographics of Fairfax County are increasingly
diverse. “Dancefest audiences and dancers alike will
be exposed to companies and dance styles that they
may not normally see and that they may want to
continue to see,” added Warren.

Dancefest 2018 is a partnership with the George
Mason University (GMU) School of Dance. Susan
Shields, the School of Dance director will be leading
a Dancefest Master Class titled “Careers in Dance.”

This year the VADC will award two scholarships
for talented dancers from a member company

PHOTOS BY GLENN CoOK/COURTESY VIRGINIA DANCE COALITION

Encore Dance Company in performance.

Where & When

Virginia Dance Coalition presents DanceFest 2018 at
George Mason University (GMU), 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax, on Jan. 19 and 21, 2018.

+ Gala Performance at GMU Harris Theatre on Jan. 19,
2018 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets $25.

< Workshops including master classes and seminars at
GMU DelLaski Performing Arts Building on Jan. 21, 2018
from 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tickets: $40 for observer tickets
for teachers and parents. Full two-day packages begin at
$125 for college students with ID, to $140 for VADC
member to $170.

% Showcase performance of emerging talent at the GMU
Harris Theatre on Jan. 21, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets $20.
< For early bird rates, tickets, and registration go to

www.virginiadancecoalition.org or call 703-409-7988

heading toward a professional career, or a college
dance program. The scholarships are funded by
the VADC and the Arts Council of Fairfax County.
The scholarship winners will be announced at the
Dancefest Gala performance held the evening of
Jan. 19, 2018.

Inviting the public, Warren indicated that “the au-
dience can expect to see an amazing demonstration
of the colorful variety of dance styles that will serve
as a welcoming window into types of dance not of-
ten seen together.”

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at

least two weeks before event.

FY 2019 SCHOOLS BUDGET

FCPS Superintendent Scott S. Brabrand will present
the 2018-19 school year (FY 2019)
Proposed Budget at the School Board
meeting on Thursday, Jan. 11, at Jackson
Middle School at 7 p.m. The School Board plans
to hold a budget work session on Jan. 22, and a
public hearing on the Proposed Budget on Jan.
29, with additional hearings on Jan. 30 and Jan.
31, if needed. Get more information on the
FCPS budget at www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/
budget/fy2019.

FRIDAY/JAN. 12

Lee-Jackson Day

City government offices open; all services
provided as usual. Call 703-273-1776.

General District Court will be closed. Call 703-
385-7866.

SATURDAY/JAN. 13

Office Hours. Mount Vernon District Supervisor
Dan Storck will host Saturday office hours.
Email mtvernon@fairfaxcounty.gov.

« 9-11:30 a.m. at Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond
Highway, Lorton.

< 12:30-3 p.m. at the Mount Vernon district office,
2511 Parkers Lane, Mount Vernon.

MONDAY/JAN. 15

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Schools Closed. All Fairfax County Public
Schools will be closed. Classes will resume on
Tuesday, Jan. 16. See the 2017-18 school year
calendar at www.fcps.edu.

City government offices closed. Call 703-273-
1776.

General District Court closed. Call 703-385-
7866.

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center open. Call

703-385-8414.

Refuse and Recyclables Collection no service;
regular Monday and Tuesday routes collected 1/
16; yard debris collected week of 1/16. All city
neighborhoods may experience atypical delays
in yard waste collection this week. Leave items
at curb until they are collected. Call 703-385-
7837.

CUE Bus runs on modified weekday service. Call
703-385-7859.

TUESDAY/JAN. 16

Refuse and Recyclables Collection. Regular
Monday and Tuesday routes collected. Call 703-
385-7837.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 17

Women’s Business Networking. 6-8 p.m. at
Kendra Scott, 2920 District Ave., Fairfax.
Awesome Women Entrepreneurs Fairfax will
host its first meeting of the year at jewelry
retailer Kendra Scott. The event will bring
together women entrepreneurs from around the
region, providing a friendly space to network
and share some laughs with fellow women
business owners. From 8-9 p.m., attendees will

be able to shop for a cause — 20 percent of sales

will be donated to Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries. VIsit fairfax.awesomewomen.org.

Public Meeting. 7 p.m. in Room 106 of the
Herrity Building located at 12055 Government
Center Parkway, Fairfax. The Fairfax County
Park Authority will hold its annual public
comment meeting on the agency’s proposed fee
adjustments. The public meeting agenda
includes a brief presentation on the fee process
followed by an opportunity for public comment.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/feemeeting
for more.

THURSDAY/JAN. 18

Lunch N’ Life. noon-2 p.m. at Fairfax
Presbyterian Church, 10723 Main St., Fairfax.
Are You 50 or Better? Join in the next Lunch
N’ Life sponsored by the Shepherd’s Center of
Fairfax-Burke. John Cox, who was a guide at the
U.S. Capital Building, will speak on the history
of the building. For reservations, call Bea
Stephenson at 703-273-5730 by Jan.12. The
cost is $10; checks payable to SCFB. If
transportation is needed, call the SCFB office
703-323-4788. See www.scfbva.org for more.

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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B A ESS=RLRESTORY

TO ADVERTISE YOUR Busingss, CALL KAREN AT FO3-778-9422

LANDSCAPING
Good is not
I S CONSTRUCTION good, where
50D, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Lﬂ::' H:rmval expected.
auling.
703-863-7465 Thomas Fuller

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

K&D ELECTRIC

COMMELRCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Famity Owned & Operated

Recessad Lighting

Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insurad
Phooa/CATV Office  704-235-0654
Cempute-r Matwork Cabling Mobile T03-488-0522
Service Upgrades ;

Hol Tubs, elc, .. lekirkman2B8@gmall.com

GUTTER

GUTTER

f.“ Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
= Small Repairs = Gutter Gunrdn

wob: kwnsandgutiers.com
= Friensdly Service with a Friendly Price!
- 3
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GUTTER CLEANING

Go from green fo clean, do you have
makd on your siding rothen woad that's
a hoa vollation? We do housas, decks,
fences, side waks, etc. Deck and fence
repair, deck staning and sealing.
Licensad & Insured » Froo Estimatos
email: jnave@comecastnet

703-987-5096

A&S Landscaping
= All Concrete work
= Retaining Walls = Patios
= Decks » Porches (incl.

screened) = Erosion &
Grading Solutions
* French Drains « Sump Pumps
» Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia
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RN. CDNTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded = Free Esfimates » Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com %
www.rncontractors.com BEB

pﬂ‘“' Washmg Quallty Tree Servlce

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst mis-
takes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

LANDSCAPING

Patios & Drainage

LANDSCAPING

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

+ Flanting & Landscaping Dasign

* Drainage & Water Problems

+ Concrete Driveways, Replacemant or New

» Patios and Walks = Masonry Work or Dry Laid
* Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
*» Rataining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

TILE | MARBLE
DR EBRIE AR EREIREE

BATHROOM REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and MNatural Stones. Alsa ropair work. 35 yrs axp
www.brennan-tile.com
703-250-2872

Licansad » Bandat - Insuied

TILE /| MARBLE TILE | MARBLE

Summer Cleanup... -
Trea removal, topping & pruning, ==
shrubbery trimming, mulching
keaf removal planting, hauling
gutter cleaning, retaming walls

o - = drainage problems, ete
25 years of experience — Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service :

ATTENTION
ADVERTISERS:

expand your
audience beyond
our weekly print

edition with &

DIGITAL

» Email Marketing
+ Soclal Media
+ Sponsored Content

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL703.778.9431

ORVISTT
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Litter Box
Humor

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

We have five indoor cats: Biscuit, Chino,
Twinkle, Sloan and Andrew, ranging in ages from
11+ years to 5+ years. We live in a two-story
converted log cabin with approximately 1,750
square feet, closets not included. Closets in which
you're bound to find cats, especially in the winter.

A few moths back, we contracted to have our
two full bathrooms, one on each floor, renovated.
Given that our house is over 250 years old, not
likely a normal renovation. So far the renovation
has taken months, as we were told, and as such,
we wanted to employ some kind of strategy
where we weren't constantly worrying about cats
coming and going, sneaking outside, disappear-
ing, and getting in the way of the workman
and/or possibly suffering some kind of injury in
the process. (Particularly true of Andrew and
Biscuit who, uncharacteristic of many cats, are
not the least bit put off by unknown people wan-
dering about the house.)

And sure enough, after dinner on the first
night FOLLOWING DEMOLITION, Andrew and
his sister, Sloane, managed to break through some
protective plastic surrounding the door blocking
entrance to the upstairs bathroom where they
managed to get into the house through an inter-
nal wall which had been torn down to the studs.
It was their faint meowing which led to their dis-
covery —in the downstairs attic above the
kitchen. Their subsequent rescue confirmed that
we would need to be extra vigilant to prevent fur-
ther ado.

To secure the perimeter, we decided to segre-
gate the cats on one side of the house on the first
floor: including the kitchen, dining room and my
office, with two sets of doors connecting to the
living room and to the hall leading past the down-
stairs bathroom. This disconnect works perfectly
because it prevents any escape and it enables the
workman to walk in and out of the front door to
ply their trade without needing any access to
either of the three rooms where the cats are
confined.

The cats food and water remains in its usual
place in the kitchen. However there is one item
(two actually) which has required a major move.
You recall | said our cats are ‘indoor,” right? And
we're confining them to three rooms, right? Have
| mentioned their litter boxes yet? Well, | am
now.

Not a Herculean task by any means because
once cats are shown their litter box’s new loca-
tion, they figure it out. But now their litter boxes
which had previously been out of sight and sort
of out of mind — one on each floor, have now
been placed in two of the three rooms where
they’ve been living most days and they are now
most definitely in sight and on my mind.

One box was placed in the dining room
where we rarely go at present since it's somewhat
cluttered due to the renovation, and the other
box was placed in my home office — which box
seems to get the most use. (We sort of figured
that the kitchen was out of the question.)

My office is approximately eight feet wide by
20 feet long, a space which separates the dining
room from the outside wall. The litter box is on
the floor at the far end of the room, not at all
under foot, but neither out of sight nor out of
smell. Where [ sit, | am a well-positioned
observer of the cats visits to their litter box.

As a consequence of this segregation -
designed to secure their safety, and for the subse-
quent relocation of their litter boxes, in effect, |
am now sharing a bathroom with five indoor cats.

All day long I am witness to their litter box
proclivities; their arrival and departure, the sights,
sounds and smells; their individual tendencies
and habits, and of course, their comparative
interest in visiting me on my desk before and/or
after the paperwork is finished.

Soon we'll have to decide whether to return
the boxes to their original location, and risk dis-
rupting yet another new routine. Perhaps we'll
leave well enough alone. After all, as any devoted
cat owner knows: it’s not about us, it’s about
them.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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i VIRGINIA
Special VIP Offer

for your Toyota

GOT TIRES?

ST VR AR AT TR O R prat o Rii II-I.I ||
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BUY 3TIRES AND GET ONE

FREE

~ = SEE SERVICE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS.

IHNCLUTES ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION, TIRE WARRANTY, AND FREE COURTESY INSPECTION

U A (T AT el
I1’ THORAE O FIER s
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TOYOTA

3750 Jetferson Davis Hwy
Alexandria, VA 22305
T03-684-0710

J  www.alexandriatoyota.com

BONLUS:
ADD A 4 WHEEL
ALKGNMENT
FOR $325%

41/31/18.

’“’fo&k}fmi/"

TOYOTA

TOYOTA

Lt G Plscms

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy * Alexandria, VA 22305

BASIC LUBE, OIL & FILTER
CHANGE SERVICE

$ 2995 $4495

NOM-SYNTHETIC SYNTHEMC

Includes: Genuine Toyota ofl fitter, up to 5 gts of conventional o',
inspect windshield wipers, check tire condition, chack batlery{with
print=out), nspeu and al:ﬁl.tsl all fluid fevels, inspect air & cabin air filers. 1

BT LI T Y A ."
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ELPCN TR N I. L. LR &1 B FRESINTIE & Talf o
N ASONTCRAL TREEN CAPVLE 1

4WHEEL ALIGNMENT

5649 |

Your car's alignment suffers, and can cause
uneven tire wear and steering problems.
INCLUDES: Inspect suspension, ball joints, struts
& shocks, tire condition and set tire pressure.

HOT WALID WETH ANY OTHER OFFER DR DOUPOM. TOFOSL EHICLES DMLY, DDUPOR
WLHET BE PRESENTED AT TIVE OF WINTELP VALK DR AT AL EWANDSA TOVTITA
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TR AND BHOP SUPPLIES ACOFTICRAL OFFER EXPRES toHha :

CHECK ENGINE LIGHT DIAGNOSIS

WEWILL RETRIEVE VEHICLE CODES
& GIH’E 'l"DI.I AN ESTTHM.TE OF FIEP'AIFI E{}STS

e A

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

YOU HAVE SATURDAY OFF.
THAT'S EXACTLY WHY WE DON'T!

31 YEARS OF
RECEIVIHG
THIS HOROR.

1 OF 4 DEALERSHIPS
IN THE RATIDNTD
RECEINE THIS HONOR

SIGHT LINE
WIPER BLADES

$10 OFF

Sight Ling l.:l'"'f

L '\-\.S’.WT"M THER OFFER. TOYCEN PEARCLES Oy COUPTIVELSY BE
H oF PURCHASE ",I 'ﬁlTr ! A TOYCEA PRVTR
JENTER (LY Q00T THIRL

VARIABLE DISCOUNT

$15.00 OFF when you spend $100.00 - $199.99
$30.00 OFF when you spend $200.00 - $299.99
$45.00 OFF when you spend $300.00 - $399.99
$50.00 OFF when you spend $400.00 or more

BRAKE SPECIAL
79"

INCLUDES: Install Genuine Toyeta front brake
pacs, inspedt front & rear rofors & drums, check
lire condition and inspect all hardware. Pads only

HICHINEWNWDH'IML

|'|"'1 {=ator ill""l‘T Wisls

T VALID WETR ANY OTHER OFFER OR COLPON, TOVORA VEHICLES ONLY  COLIPCS MUST BE PREGENTED AT
TINE OF WIRITE-UF. VALID CBLY AT AUEXARDRIA TOWOTA, TRX AND SHOR SLEPLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXFRES1/31/18.

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

ToyotaCare

I AL 11 4 A VR EFFERS O GO TV
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ToyotaCare
Customers

5,000 = 10,000 = 15,000 = 20,000 * 25,000

Mile Services
Call your ASM for datails

@ ToyotaCare Plus *329"
) Covers up to 4 years/d5,000 miles

BATTERY CHECK-UP

Check cold cranking amps and visual inspection of
battery condiion. Includes battery condition prinf out.

WAL METH AHY TR T 0 X FETH P 3 o ¢ .-\.,.-““
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TRUESTART BATTERY

59995

INCLUDES BATTERY INSTALLATION
Includes: B4 month waranty, 24 month FREE replacemant,
24 menth FREE roadside assistance

Ciow ot apply 10 i e
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W, 10 W AR AL R AR TOWOEE TR AN O AP Y ALDTTIOREAL, OFFRN ) S L

Check your windshield. Does your sticker say 11117, 1217,
or 11187 If s0, your VA Safety Inspection is now due

VIRGINIA STATE INSPECTION

FREE

T W e th 1’.II
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s anf i I:!I 1 &1 T
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CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM
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