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Vote So I.Lim
l for Fairfax
= City Council

Vote May 1, 2018

Endorsements from those effecting
City of Fairfax residents of various levels

“I'm supporting So Lim for City Council because she is ready to listen,
lead, and get things done.”

Congressman Gerry Connolly

“As residents and business owners in Fairfax City, we support So Lim.
She has the business experience we need on City Council. Please join us
in voting for her.”

Chap & Sharon Petersen

Delegate David Bulova

I plan to make sure the City Council is collaborating, communicating and working, with businesses, with
community organizations and each and every resident to make the City the best place to live, work and play.

My motivation for running for the City Council is based on a desire to give back to the community in the

best way that I can, to serve others by devoting my time and full attention to the City. If elected, I will be an
effective and passionate advocate for all City of Fairfax residents.

Learn more at: solimforcitycouncil.com

l'_'lhlpl ul F h'f.& Euuhcll

Paid for and Authorized by So Lim for City Council
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PHOTOS BY ANDREA WORKER/THE CONNECTION

NBC4 Northern Virginia Bureau Chief Julie Carey was the emcee for the
FACETS’ 30" Annual “Opening Doors” Breakfast. Carey was joined by
FACETS Executive Director Joe Fay, Case Manager Robert Tindall (left)
and Michael O’Reilly, chair of the Fairfax-Falls Church Partnership to
Prevent and End Homelessness (right) before the start of the program.

By ANDREA WORKER
THE CONNECTION

elevision station NBC4’s North-
ern Virginia Bureau Chief Julie
Carey emceed the event at the
Marriott Fairview Park, celebrat-
ing the 30" birthday of non-profit FACETS
at the group’s annual “Opening Doors”
Breakfast. For its years of community ser-
vice, FACETS received many kudos, but as
Carey and others noted, meeting FACETS’s
clients, hearing their stories of struggle and
of success, and focusing on the future and
understanding how much more has yet to
be done, was the main mission of the day.

FACETS has been tackling the causes and
consequences of poverty and homelessness
in Fairfax County since July of 1988, when
founder Linda Wimpey started a “hot meals”
program for the people she saw in need,
delivering food three nights a week with
the assistance of a few area churches.

Thirty years later, that simple outreach
effort has evolved into a multi-faceted op-
eration. FACETS still offers hot meals and
supplies from their emergency pantry, but
now, armed with a staff of professionals and
the aid of some 50 faith-based communi-
ties and scores of volunteers, the organiza-
tion can do more to support families and
individuals living in poverty, or who are
homeless or at risk of becoming so.

Case managers work with single adults
and families, helping to stabilize them,
avoiding eviction where possible, offering
temporary accommodations where needed
and assisting them toward achieving per-
manent housing. Parents and families re-
ceive support and training in financial, com-
puter and life skills and are guided in ac-
cessing the tools and services needed to

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

improve their lives. Clients are also con-
nected with medical resources, including
mental health services.

Not satisfied with addressing the needs
of the moment, FACETS seeks to break the
poverty cycle by providing programs for
children and teens — help with homework,
mentoring, school supplies, and college or
career planning — just some of the offer-
ings. In FY2015, 301 youth participated in
FACETS community programs. Nearly 65
percent of those who had educational as-
sistance achieved honor roll status, and all
of the graduating seniors went on to higher
forms of education.

IN THE WINTER, FACETS also partners
with the county and a number of faith-based
communities to operate the Hypothermia
Prevention Program, offering overnight ac-
commodations, meals and other services to
the homeless.

Ralph Menzel, president of the West
Springfield Rotary Club, presented Wimpey
with a certificate from the Rotarians, rec-
ognizing her service to neighbors in need.

In his remarks honoring Wimpey during
the breakfast, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-
11) credited her with sparking his own dedi-
cation years ago to solving the problem of
poverty and homelessness in Fairfax County,
taking him and his young daughter on a
“ride-along” to serve meals to area home-
less.

“It was eye-opening,” said Connolly.
“People were literally coming up out of cul-
verts to get a hot meal. There were men in
business suits. I couldn’t believe what I was
seeing in our own backyard.”

Connolly praised Wimpey and all of FAC-
ETS as being instrumental in the develop-
ment of the county’s official response to the

CoNNECTION EpITOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC
703-778-9414 OR SOUTH@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) was in attendance and added his praise
for Linda Wimpey, who founded FACETS as a community outreach hot
meals program in July of 1988. Connolly said that Wimpey was a driving
force for the county’s efforts to prevent and end homelessness, describ-
ing her as a “quiet disruptor,” finding ways to get things done.

Honoring the Past; Focused on the Future

FACETS celebrates 30" annual “Opening Doors” benefit breakfast.

Rachel and her husband came to
be clients of FACETS through the
winter Hypothermia Prevention
program. At the event, she spoke
about their struggles and ultimate
successes. The couple experienced
four years of housing insecurity
and homelessness, despite both of
them working.

issue. During Connolly’s tenure on the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, first
as Providence District supervisor and then
as board chair, the county’s governing body
embraced the goal, establishing an Office
to Prevent and End Homelessness.

“There’s been a 47 percent reduction in
homelessness in our community,” said
Connolly. “More to do, but good steps in
the right direction.” Connolly also brought
a recognition — an official Congressional
Proclamation honoring FACETS — that re-
ceived unanimous Congressional approval.
“That really says something about your
work. That’s not something you see these
days.”

Accepting the declaration was Joe Fay,
executive director of FACETS, who said that
the credit goes to all of the staff, volunteers
and supporters of the organization. “You all

give with your hearts and your hands.”

Fay acknowledged that the “next 30 years
will bring an even greater challenge” as the
costs of housing and basic needs continue
to increase. More education, training and
support will be needed to help residents
gain employment that will achieve FACETS’s
mission — a community “where everyone
has a place to call home.” Fay said that the
FACETS team is working to meet those in-
creasing demands.

THREE OF THE FACETS’ CLIENTS
agreed to tell their stories to the attendees,
although without publication of their sur-
names.

Pam spoke for herself and her husband
Chris. They had experienced almost four
years of transitory housing or homelessness,
even though they both worked. “It just
wasn’t enough to make it,” said Pam.

Rachel, who had earned a nursing degree
in Florida, fell on hard times when she es-
caped an untenable family situation there
and moved to the area with her partner. “It
was really humbling. I never thought this
could happen to me. Now, I may not have
much, but I have my own place and a place
to put my things.” Rachel is hopeful that
she will one day soon be “a nurse in one of
our fine hospitals here.”

Howa, from a Somali refugee family, par-
ticipated in FACETS’ youth program, cred-
iting the staff and her mentors there with
helping her to graduate from Old Domin-
ion University. “My case worker even came
on the admissions tour and asked all of the
questions I never thought to ask.”

As the event concluded, the attendees
were urged to sign financial commitment
pledges before leaving the event. As former
FACETS mentor Julie Wood said, as she pro-
vided the pledge instructions, “you see
where your money goes and how much
good it can do.”
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COME IN FOR OUR

SEASONAL MENU
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IMPOSSIBLE™ BURGER SMOKEY POBLAND
For people who love MEAT, CHEESEBURGER
but made entirely from Plants!

Obher Soasonal Setoctine

CHICKEN FOCACCIA SANDWICH BUFFALO CAULIFLOWER WINGS
BBO SHRIMP WITH CORN SALSA CHICKEN SKILLETS
24 KARAT GOLD WINGS SUPERFOOD SALAD

‘ Locations in VA, MD, NC, WV & FL #* GLORYDAYSGRILL.COM

STAYING SAFE
TOGETHER

May is National Bike Month! Expect more
people biking on roads and trails. Here are
sore safetytips from BkeFairfax.

Join us for the Mational Bike Challenge - May
Bike to School Day - May 9 and
Bike to Work Day - May 18

fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/bike-walk

e w—— Walk Fas fun
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These pink cherry trees outside Fairfax City Hall on Armstrong Street

signal the start of spring.

“Young Marine of
the Year’

The Young Marines, a national youth or-
ganization, named its Division 2 Young
Marine of the Year - YM Sgt. Maj. Lauren
Loria, 16, of Fairfax. She is a member of
the Col. Wesley Fox Young Marines under
the command of Terri Loria. The unit meets
in Sterling, Va. Loria is a junior at Chantilly
High School.

Loria is the top Young Marine in Division
2 which includes five states: Maryland,
Delaware, Virginia, West Virginia, and Ken-
tucky. Over the course of the year, she will
travel to other units throughout the divi-
sion to lead, motivate, and serve as a role
model.

“I feel greatly honored and empowered
being named Young Marine of the Year for
Division 2,” Loria said. “This has been some-
thing I thought was unattainable as a young
private, but now that I look back, each step
in my Young Marine career has led me to
this point.”

Loria joined the Young Marines at age 8
and is in her eighth year in the program.

“I first joined the Young Marines, because
my brother had been in it for a few years,”
Loria said. “After I spent some time in the
program, I developed a passion for teach-
ing other Young Marines and being a part
of a team.”

Loria received the Commendation of
Merit for an outstanding job as 1st Sgt. dur-
ing Division 2’s Frozen Chosen. She also
earned a Distinguished Order of Merit for
dedicating a park bench in honor of Col.
Wesley Fox. Loria has been entered in the
Congressional Record for her numerous
community service hours.

Outside of the Young Marines, Loria plays
soccer and the flute. In addition, she en-
joys painting and creating jewelry.

Her goals after high school are to enroll
in Northern Virginia Community College to
earn an associate degree in Engineering and

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Lauren Loria, 16, of Fairfax

continue to Ohio State University to become
a mechanical engineer.

“The Young Marines definitely helped me
in identifying a career,” she said. “I believe
I have the leadership skills and confidence
to pursue it.”

As Division 2 Young Marine of the Year,
Loria will escort WWII veterans next spring
to the annual Reunion of Honor trip to
Guam and Iwo Jima.

One of Loria’s biggest supporters is Terri
Loria who is not only her mother but the
commander of the Col. Wesley Fox Young
Marines. Her brother Alex Loria was a
Young Marine for nine years, and he was
awarded the Jimmie Trimble Scholarship.

“The Young Marines has taught me how
to teach others and accomplish more as a
member of a team,” Loria said. “It has
shaped me into the confident leader I am
today.”

For more information, visit
www.YoungMarines.com.
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(From left) Brothers Lane and Jackson Halpern are ready
to eat their pancakes, sausage, bacon and biscuits at last

year’s event.

Pancake Breakfast Helps
Children with Cancer

Fundraiser for
Ellie’s Hats is
Saturday, May 5.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

n 2013, teacher Jay Coakley

began Ellie’s Hats to cheer

up one of his students, a

then-5-year-old named Ellie,
who’d been diagnosed with leuke-
mia. When she lost her hair from
her treatments, she wore hats to
school every day, so Coakley or-
ganized a hat drive to get her
more.

Realizing he could bring similar
happiness to other young, cancer
patients — and also raise awareness
about the disease — he founded the
nonprofit Ellie’s Hats. And on Sat-
urday, May 5, from 8-11 a.m., the
third annual Ellie’s Hats Pancake
Breakfast fundraiser will be held
at American Legion Post 177, 3939
Oak St. in the City of Fairfax.

An extensive breakfast-buffet
menu will be offered, including a
pancake bar with toppings such as
whipped cream, chocolate chips,
blueberries and strawberries. At-
tendees may also feast on eggs, ba-
con, sausage, ham, hash browns,
biscuits and gravy, fruit, juice and
coffee. Cost is $15, adults; $5, chil-
dren; $35, family. Tickets are go-
ing fast, but they may still be pur-
chased at https://birdeasepro.com/
ElliesHatsPancakeBreakfast.

The Sons of the American Le-
gion are donating their time and
efforts to prepare the meal. And

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

new this year, said Coakley, “We
have invited 25 families who have
been affected by childhood cancer
to join us at no cost. We are able
to do this because of generous
people who donated so we could
provide tickets to these families.”

The event will also feature a
raffle. “This year, we are excited
to have many of our supporters
donating elaborate baskets,” said
Coakley. “They have themes in-
cluding: Wine and Cheese, Beach,
Girls Spa and Sleepover, Super-
hero, Princess, Date Night, Fitness,
and Skincare.°We also have prizes
generously donated from Bowl
America, Flight Trampoline,
Rodan & Fields, Beachbody, Gray
Kitty Boutique, and Keep Collec-
tive Jewelry.”

Hoping for a good turnout,
Coakley said, “The proceeds will
enable Ellie’s Hats to continue
donating hats to children battling
cancer. But Ellie’s Hats finds other
ways to help pediatric cancer pa-
tients and their families, too. This
could be by donating gas cards or
gift certificates or making a mon-
etary contribution.”

Ellie’s Hats also works with
Inova Children’s Hospital to pro-
vide “Hero Bags” to newly admit-
ted, pediatric cancer patients.
They contain items chosen by the
Inova Child Life Specialist that
help families while their child is
in the hospital. ©

The pancake breakfast’s main
sponsors are Mystek Systems, Jim
Maahs and VanLahr, PC, All State
Agency Owners, and Mike and
Christine Angles. For more infor-
mation about Ellie’s Hats, go to
www.ellieshats.org.
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—— FOR CITY COUNCIL——

ACCOUNTABLE AND DEDICATED LEADERSHIP

The City of Fairfax isn't just home - it's family.
| promise to be a transparent, collaborative,
and thorough council member. |I'd be honored
to earn your vote. -5

SangYiForFairfax.com

Paid for and authorized by Sang Yi for City Council

WHOLE HOUSE REMODELED HOME TOUR

LAKE
BARCROFT
RENOVATION

!{l INVENT YOUR HOME TO ENRICH YOUR LIFE

Join us during the PARADE OF HOMES to see first hand
how redesigning existing and adding space created better
function, flow, and light in this Mid-Century Modern remodeled
home. Featuras include an open floor plan with kitchen
remodel, top added level for the master suite, and much, much
maore. This is a FREE event you don’t want to miss!
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THIS IS A MUST-SEE REMODELED HOME!

Major Remadela « Additions » Kichens
Baths = Bassments « Outdoor Spaces
703.425.5588 SunDesigninc.com
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hildren might come

for the dairy cow-

milking demonstra-

tions and pony rides,

but they — and adults — will stay

for the range of living history dur-

ing Fairfax History Day, Saturday,
April 28, at Historic Blenheim.

The debut of this ambitious

event, which runs from 10 a.m. to

5 p.m., focuses on a period that

-LARP

The day of living history includes music, dance, history talks,
blacksmithing, cow-milking, plus hayrides and 19" century games.

Fairfax History Day Debuts April 28

covers the 1800 opening of the
new County courthouse and how
it impacted the creation and
growth of the town throughout the
19t century. It will be a day for
visitors to learn about the city’s
dynamic past in a setting where
rich history actually occurred.
And those cows? They’re not
simply a lure for the little ones.
Fairfax was a dominant dairy-pro-

ducing region in the Common-
wealth of Virginia throughout the
late 19" and early 20" centuries.

“We created a program with
broad appeal not only for those
interested in Fairfax’s history, but
also for those who may have never
visited the Historic Blenheim site
before,” said Chris Martin, direc-
tor of the Office of Historic Re-
sources. “Blenheim, of course, is

Saturday, April 28, 2018 | 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
*shred truck will be on-site from 8 a.m. - Noon

Fraud Watch

Network

nationally famous for containing
the best preserved and most volu-
minous Civil War soldier signa-
tures and writings inside the
home, and families can take graf-
fiti tours throughout the day.”
With a daylong lineup of living
history interpreters, demonstra-
tions and speakers, attendees will
learn about the vibrant life of a
community along the Little River

STOP SCAMS

Join us for a free fraud fighting event

Every day, hundreds of local residents lose their hard-earned money
to a variety of fraud schemes. In fact, every 2 seconds, a con artist
steals someone’s identity!

To strike back against scammers, AARP Virginia and Fairfax
County Government's Silver Shield Task Force are bringing together
top experts and law enforcement officials to present at a free
informational Scam Jam.

The presenters will discuss scams targeting Virginians, such as fake
solicitor schemes, bogus investment deals, lottery scams, email fraud,
a grandparent ruse and the latest identity theft shams.

FREE FRAUD EVENT

Fairfax County Government Center | Board Auditorium
12000 Government Center Parkway | Fairfax, VA 22035

Light refreshments and lunch will be served. Registration is required at
aarp.cvent.com/0SSFairfax or call 1-877-926-8300.

Your documents will be shredded on-site free of charge, No quantity limit. Please, no

plastics or electronics.

Fairfax County is committed to nondiscrirmination on the basis of disability in all county

programs, services and activities. Reasonable accommadations will be provided upan
request, Forinformation, call Melissa Smarr, 703-324-1929, TTY 711,
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Turnpike — chartered in 1805 as
Providence and known during the
Civil War as Fairfax Court House.

Visitors can take in living history
through the diverse lenses of farm-
ers, slave life and foodways, sol-
diers, tradesmen and tavern keep-
ers. They’ll also learn how the War
of 1812 and Civil War impacted
Fairfax.

Admission for adults is $5; youth
3-12, $3; and kids 2 and under,
free.

This event is produced by the
City of Fairfax Office of Historic
Resources and Historic Fairfax
City, Inc. For more information —
including directions and parking
— visit www.fairfaxva.gov or call
703-591-0560.

Sallyann Bergh

Fairfax Futures
Welcomes New
Executive
Director

Sallyann Bergh joins Fairfax
Futures as its new executive di-
rector, replacing Vera Blore, who
is relocating after having served
in the role for nearly eight years.
Bergh joins the organization after
a five-year stint at the Pew Chari-
table Trusts.

“We are delighted to welcome
Sallyann Bergh to this key leader-
ship position at Fairfax Futures,”
said Cathy Lange, Chairman of the
organization. “Through her work at
the Pew Charitable Trusts, she un-
derstands the importance of
investing in quality early childhood
education as key to school readi-
ness and later academic and
workforce success. The Board of
Directors looks forward to working
with her as we continue to partner
with Fairfax County Office for Chil-
dren, Northern Virginia area
corporations and community orga-
nizations to achieve shared goals
that support families and employ-
ers in our region.”

Fairfax Futures is a 501 (c)(3)
nonprofit organization dedicated to
ensuring that Fairfax County’s
youngest children are well prepared
to succeed in school and in life.
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My name is Joe Harmon, and
| want to be your voice on
the City Council.

Michele Thames,
executive
director of
SafeSpot, with
Tim Sargeant,
external affairs
manager for
Dominion
Energy.

Our city is at a critical juncture
| between development and the
ANVE vision we want for our future.

e e

PINWEs, = ,r:.w o
off Gmier A Our Fairfax should be a
destination for the arts,
entertainment, and history in

Old Town; a place for

innovation and commerce in
Northfax at Chain Bridge Road and Fairfax Boulevard;
and a strategic partner with George Mason University.

: yy/ If elected, | will work to ensure livable home
" . . . ;
neighborhoods, a thriving city economy, and vibrant,

walkable places to work, shop, and play.
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SafeSpot Receives S5K Grant from Dominion Energy

SafeSpot Children’s Advocacy Center of Fairfax,
one of 16 child advocacy agencies in Virginia, re-
ceived a $5,000 grant from the charitable arm of

cioeconomic level, across ethnic and cultural lines,
within all religions and at all education levels,” she
added. “More than 400 children were assisted by

Dominion Energy. Funds from the Dominion Energy
Charitable Foundation will support Fairfax County
children who are victims of abuse.

“SafeSpot is exactly what its name implies — a safe,
culturally-sensitive place that puts the needs of the
child as the top priority,” said Michele Thames, ex-
ecutive director. “Our therapists are specially trained
to offer on-site trauma assessments for children who
have come to us from a crisis situation at home,” she
said. “Working in collaboration with local law enforce-
ment and child protective services, SafeSpot devel-
ops strategies that are in the best interests of the child.”

mation, visit dominionenergy.com.

“ENJOY THE COMFORT NOW...PAY FOR IT ON YOUR TERMS!

Financing

SafeSpot in 2017. This generous grant from Domin-
ion Energy will enable us to serve even more chil-
dren in 2018 and beyond. We aim to decrease the
impact that abuse will have on children later in life.”
For more information, visit safespotfairfax.org.

As part of its ongoing commitment to communi-
ties, Dominion Energy launched the new year with
more than $1 million in Critical Community Needs
grants to help feed, shelter and care for people in
need across the company’s footprint. Donations were
shared by 161 nonprofit organizations providing criti-
cal community services in 11 states. For more infor-

HumefCity*Fairfax c.? www.JoeHarmon.com
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Avallabila

NO INTEREST
.. FINANCING

— * 24 Hour Emergency Service * Planned Maintenance Agreements

* Free Estimate on System Replacement +« FREE Second Opinion on System Failure

" FACTORY - * Senior & Military Discounts * We Service All Brands
* 100% Satisfaction Guarantee * Up Front Pricing

Brennan's has been proudly serving Northem Virginia since 1979.
Our team of highly trained professionals are at your disposal ready to
deliver a quality product and quality service at a fair price.

“We are here when you need us.”

*System rebates ranging from $0 to $1,650 depending on equipment purchased. Rebates subject to change.
Expires 6/30/2018. 1With approved credit on gualifying equipment. Call Brennan's for complete details.
' 2017 Best

CALL NOW
HOME
703-491-2771 |MPROVEMENT

info@brennanshvac.com CONTRACTORS
www.brennansHVAC.com orthern Virginia Magazine
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OPINION
Budget Hits All the Right Notes

By SHARON BuLova
CHAIRMAN, FAIRFAX COUNTY
BoOARD OF SUPERVISORS

uring[Tuesday, April

24’s] Board of Super-

visors Meeting, the

Board marked up the
FY2019 Advertised Budget by a
vote of 8-2. Formal adoption of the
budget will take place on May 1. I
would like to share with you my remarks prior
to our vote [on Tuesday] morning:

The process for adopting the County Budget
every year is all about community engagement.
Fiscal Year 2019 is no exception, with Budget
Forums and Town Hall Meetings hosted in each
of our nine Districts, Budget Committee meet-
ings (which included our partners on the School
Board), and three days of public hearings on
the Advertised Budget earlier this month. Since
February, our offices have received hundreds,
if not thousands, of letters, e-mail messages,

phone calls and personal visits
from our constituents.

The Budget “mood” this year
was harmonic, thanks to an Ad-
vertised Budget that I believe hit
all of the right notes.

The Budget that we are about to
“Mark-Up,” or amend, is based on
a tax rate of $1.15. The package:

< Fully funds the School Board’s
request, bringing teachers’ salaries
into competitive alignment with our sister ju-
risdictions in the region;

% Overall support for our school system is
increased by $91.49 million or 4.22 percent
over Fiscal Year 2018, with 52.8 percent of our
General Fund Budget going to schools;

< Fully funds compensation for our County
employees with a 2.25 percent Market Rate
Adjustment, Performance, Merit and Longev-
ity increases;

% Includes funding for Fairfax First, Gang
Prevention, the expansion of Diversion First

and Opportunity Neighborhoods, additional
slots for Early Childhood programs, and fund-
ing to address the Opioid Crisis;

< Provides an increase in funding for Metro
(pending a long-term solution), VRE and our
Connector Bus System.

While this Mark-Up package includes a 2 cent
increase in the real estate tax rate, an increase
of $241 on the average annual tax bill, I be-
lieve the additional revenue is an important
investment needed to shore up the foundation
on which our quality of life rests.

I want to thank Budget Committee Chair-
man Jeff McKay for his excellent work bring-
ing this Mark-Up Package to the Board today,
along with Budget Guidance that addresses
issues discussed during budget deliberations
with each of our colleagues. Adoption of a
Budget every year requires the good faith col-
laboration of each member or our Board and I
appreciate everyone’s willingness to come to-
gether on a Budget process that moves Fairfax
County forward.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Time to
Rediscover
Libraries

To the Editor:

As a current high school teacher
in Fairfax County, and a future
school librarian, I frequently hear
the question, “Why do you want
to be a librarian? Do kids even
read anymore?” April is National
School Library Month, and I’d like
to take the opportunity to clarify
the answers to these questions.

In my school, the library is not
only already an essential part of
the school, it is filled with un-
tapped potential as well, because
so many parents, students, and
teachers are not aware of all of the
opportunities that are available.
Our school library provides our
students with technology access,
research stations, a place to work
and research, but also has lunch
programs to help students meet
each other and make friends; on
some days during lunch there is a

BULLETIN BOARD

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

STEM Professionals Needed. Help
assist K-12 STEM teachers as part of
the American Association for the
Advancement of Science’s STEM
Volunteer Program,
stemvolunteers.org, during the 2018-
19 school year. In the 2017-18 school
year, there are 85 volunteers in six
Northern Virginia school districts.
Contact Don Rea at 571-551- 2488,
or donaldrea@aol.com.

Volunteer Adult Mentors Needed.
Help assist the Department of Family
Services’ BeFriendA-Child mentoring
program. The mentors provide
opportunities for companionship,

knitting group that meets. Stu-
dents meet and teach each other
to create new stitches and pat-
terns, and you haven’t seen a
school united until you've seen a
freshman girl patiently demon-
strating a stitch for the third time
to a senior football player. We have
a book club that meets during our
remediation period once a month.
The kids pick the books, and have
some of the most lively discussions
I've heard.

Even more than this, our library
is teaching our students how to be
digital citizens and 21st century
learners. They foster curiosity —
not always an easy feat in high
schoolers. They have a coding sta-
tion where our students can learn
to code, even if they aren’t taking
computer science classes, and a
media lab where students pro-
duce, film, and present daily an-
nouncements for the school. They
are trying to get a 3D printer in
the library, as well as virtual real-
ity technology to allow our stu-
dents to explore places and ideas
to which they might never other-

guidance and support to children
who have been abused and
neglected, or who are at risk of abuse
and neglect. Contact Ibrahim Khalil
at Ibrahim.khalil@fairfaxcounty.gov
or 703-324-4547.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Child turning 5 years old by Sept.
30? If so, contact your child’s school
to make arrangements for
kindergarten enrollment. Most
schools begin getting information
together now for parents of incoming
kindergartners, and many host an
orientation or open house. All
kindergarten programs are full-day
and located in FCPS elementary
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wise have access.

So yes, kids do still read. But
these also aren’t the same school
libraries that we had; no longer is
the library a silent, intimidating
tomb of books. Go check out your
local school library after school
one day in April — you might just
be surprised at what you find!

Meagan Major
Fairfax

Stopping
Violence in
Any Form

To the Editor:

In response to your last week’s
opinion piece calling a new state
license plate with the words “Stop
Gun Violence” a small victory, I
offer the following:

I notice that the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly and the Governor
have passed a bill for a new li-
cense plate with the words “Stop
Gun Violence” on it. There are

schools. Check your school’s webpage
or contact the school directly for
specific enrollment information and
dates of orientationor visit
www.fcps.edu/registration/
kindergarten-registration.

DOCENTS WANTED

Docents Needed. Sundays 1-4 p.m. at
the Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax
Station. Greet museum visitors and
tell them about the exhibits, the
museum and the its railroad and Civil
War history. Ideal for people who
live in the Fairfax, Burke, Clifton or
Fairfax Station area and want to

those of us who are opposed to
violence in any form — knife vio-
lence, explosives violence, poison
violence, vehicular violence, and
the like. Everett Piper recently
stated: “Take away guns and we’ll
use a knife. Take away knives and
we’ll use a club. Take away clubs,
and we’ll use a rock.” The lead
editorial in the 4-10-18 edition of
The Washington Times observed
that knifings across the British
Isles are up 21 percent. Stabbings
in London in 2017 are at their
highest level in 6 years, up 23
percent over the previous year.
Knives and acid are the two most
common weapons used in Lon-
don. Violence starts in the heart -
not in the hand.

The Virginia General Assembly’s
myopic focus on guns is not the
solution to stopping violence. I
suggest the General Assembly and
Governor would better serve Vir-
ginians by renaming the license
plate “Stop Violence”.

Paul Mcllvaine
Alexandria

contribute to the local community
through volunteerism. This is a
perfect opportunity for those
interested in railroads, the Civil War
and Northern Virginia history.
Training and orientation provided.
Other volunteer opportunities are
gardening, publicity and exhibit
planning. Call Michael at 703-945-
7483.

FRIDAY/APRIL 27

Celebrate Arbor Day. 1 p.m. at
Fairfax High School, 3501 Rebel Run,
Fairfax. The City of Fairfax will plant

SEE BULLETIN, PAGE 19
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April West, a Fairfax
County employee :
and union member,
spoke about the
importance of
retirement security
for working families
at public hearings
before the Board of
Supervisors earlier
in April.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Lucky Half Penny

Supervisors drop a half-cent from the proposed

2.5 cent increase in real estate tax rate.

By KEN MOORE
THE CONNECTION

he Board of Supervisors dropped
one half cent for the FY 2019
advertised budget in a 8-2 vote
Tuesday, April 24.

“This is the fewest number of changes
we’ve made to the budget in recent years.
And I think a lot of that is a reflection on
our desire to fund a lot of needs that exist
in the county,” said Lee District Supervisor
Jeff McKay, at the board’s budget commit-
tee meeting on Friday, April 19.

The Board of Supervisors will officially
adopt its FY 2019 Budget on May 1.

“The recommendation is to go from a two
and a half cent increase to a two cent in-
crease, so going to $1.15 as the new rate
for FY 2019,” said Joe Mondoro, the
county’s chief financial officer/director.

That translates to a drop from $268 to
$241 for the average taxpayer on this year’s
real estate bill.

“We need to identify $12.3 million,” said
Mondoro. “We are doing that in proportions,
schools and county, just as we did with the
building of the budget, so the impact is felt
by both and as a result of the actions will
maintain the 52.8 percent allocation to
schools and will maintain the same growth
rate for county and schools. That growth
rate will be 4.2 percent as a result of this
action. For the school side, the adjustment
is $3.6 million.”

Supervisors expressed concern that they
are providing more money to schools for
teacher salaries, but schools plan to spend
more than $17 million of the funds for ad-
ministrators, not teachers.

“The bottom line, for me, is that they are
still talking very significant increases for
administrators in one year,” said John Foust,
Dranesville District supervisor.

SEVERAL SUPERVISORS complained
that they needed detailed information from
the schools about raises for administrators,
but they hadn’t gotten that information as
the vote approaches.

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

“I don’t think we have the information we
need to get them that money,” said Foust.

“We’re hoping we’re going to have more
definitive numbers before we have to act
on this,” said McKay. “The point is, we
should have that information and we should
be able to view it and we should be able to
have it sooner rather than later since we
have to take action on this on Tuesday.”

“Tuesday is going to come real quick,” said
Foust at the Friday meeting. “They have to
lay it out.”

Pat Herrity added that School Board
members hadn’t gotten the answers to these
questions either.

IN AN UNUSUAL TWIST, the General As-
sembly has still not approved the budget,
injecting some uncertainty to how much the
county and schools can expect to receive.

But overall, the news on state funding
appeared to be good, with additional rev-
enue from the state included in all three
versions of the state budget, House of Del-
egates, Senate and Governor.

“As the board is aware, there is not yet a
state budget. However, the $900,000 that
we're identifying here is included in all three
the Governor, the House and the Senate
versions of the budget so staff felt comfort-
able that recognizing this amount of money
add on, which is typically what we would
do, made sense,” said Mondoro.

“And so the addition of that $900,000 to
the advertised balance that the county ex-
ecutive identified for you in February of
$3.9 million means going into markup
there’s $4.8 million available to the board,”
he said.

Negotiations continue at the state level
about expanding Medicaid, with the House
of Delegates’ and Governor’s versions of the
budget including the expansion. With ex-
pansion of Medicaid comes significant ex-
tra funding.

“Should Medicaid expansion happen, we
should make sure as quickly as possible that
we sit down back at this table and take a
look at the results of that will be,” Chair-
man Sharon Bulova said.
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WATCH
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OPEN A PREMIUM YIELD MONEY
MARKET ACCOUNT TODAY

Unlike a traditional, uninsured money market account with a limited time
introductory rate that can change at the discretion of your bank, our
Premium Yield Money Market Account is FDIC insured and is tied to the
national iMoneyMNet index. The iMoneyMet index is the 7 day average of
all U.5. money market funds and our rate pays .50 basis points over that,
That means, as rates rise your money market account rate rises, giving

you the best opportunity to make the most of your maney.

PREMIUM YIELD MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT:
* New deposit of $50,000 or more

* All accounts are FDIC insured

* Access to your money at any time

* Unlimited deposits and ATM withdrawals

* Up to & additional transactions per statement cycle

To learn more stop by your local branch, visit us online, or give us a call.

sonabank.com | 888-464-BANK (2265)

BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU

Mew accounts only, APY=Annual Percantage Yield, The advertised APY is efiactive 03113118 and subject to change
5 from existing accounts do nat qualify. The minimum te ape Pramium Yield Maney Maiket
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FAIRFAX

HISTORY DAY

Saturday, Aprll 28 * 10am 5pm

LIVING HISTORY * HOUSE GRAFFITI TOURS
VICTORIAN DANCE * BLACKSMITHING
COW MILKING DEMO

CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES

HAYRIDES & PONY RIDES

Historic Blenheim

3610 O1d Lee Hwy, Fairfax, VA 22030 4 www.fairfaxva,gov % (703) 591-0560

$5/Adults $3/Youth 3-12 Free/2 and under

FREE shuttle from Fairfax High School
3501 Rebel Run, Fairfax, VA 22030

ﬂ
* FPresented by FAIRFAX CITY
-

10

Adoptions (&
FromThe Heart”

Gall or Visit Us Online to Register
www.afth.org 757.447.4046
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NEWS

OLLI Talk on ‘Beyond the Whispers’

With dog Angus, members of Virginia Task Force 1 give lecture to OLLI seniors.

By STeEvE HIBBARD
THE CONNECTION

embers of the International
Urban Search and Rescue
Task Force 1 gave the
PowerPoint lecture and
demonstration, “Beyond the Whispers,” to
a crowd of 50 seniors at the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute (OLLI) at George Mason
University on Friday, April 13, 2018.

Paul Serzan, a Firefighter Paramedic and
K9 Handler with Virginia Task Force 1, who
brought his dog Angus, gave the presenta-
tion along with Capt. Alex Obert of the
Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department,
on the work they do to save people’s lives.
With the assistance from Angus, a 7-year-
old American purebred Black Labrador Re-
triever, they demonstrated outdoors how
dogs, through smell, can find people
trapped under buildings or rubble.

Serzan, who has 10 years with the Fairfax
County Fire Department and seven years on
the Virginia Task Force 1, is certified in di-
saster and wilderness live find, so he’s an
expert on finding lost hikers, someone wan-
dering with Alzheimer’s or autism or any-
body trapped in rubble.

Capt. Obert, who has been with the
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department
for almost 17 years, and with the Task Force
1 for 12 years, works as Station Captain at
the Fair Oaks Firehouse on Route 50. The
Task Force has both international (USAR
Team 1) and domestic (Virginia Task Force
1) disaster response experience.

They said the world-famous Task Force 1
Team is called into action during natural
disasters like flooding, typhoons, tornadoes,
tsunamis, earthquakes, hurricanes, and cy-
clones in addition to bombings. It has been
deployed internationally to Nepal, Japan,
and Haiti; as well as Hurricanes Irma and
Maria in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
and to the bombing in Oklahoma City.

THE TEAM, which was established in 1986
after helping on an earthquake in Mexico
City, relies on the expertise of its emergency
managers, planners, physicians and para-
medics and includes specialists in structural
engineering, heavy rigging, collapse rescue,
logistics, hazardous materials, communica-
tions, canine and technical search.

“We have 210 members to fill 19 posi-
tions. We are able to deploy multiple teams
at any time. We can go out as a heavy team
and medium team without a problem and
still have people and firefighters, men and
women, that are able to respond to emer-
gencies here in Fairfax County,” said Serzan.
“We don’t have to call for mutual aid. We
have everybody that we need from our de-
partment. There’s no putting units out of
service. There will always be a fire engine
at every single house fully staffed.”

He continued: “We are highly trained and
deployable at any moment’s notice.... Our
average deployment is supposed to last 10-

Alex Obert,
Captain, Fairfax
County Fire &
Rescue.

Stephanie
Trachtenberg,
OLLI Special
Events Commit-
tee Volunteer.

14 days; it’s gone up to 21; and when we
went to Puerto Rico it was 24. We are able
to work 24-hours nonstop at two sites, and
that’s what the United Nations requires us
to do in order to be certified with them to
go to international deployments to be able
to work. So, we have enough people,
enough men and women to take care of
that.”

Founded in 1991, OLLI at GMU was in-
spired by the Fairfax County Commission
on Aging and visionaries Kathryn Brooks,
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Paul Serzan, a Flrefighter Paramedic and K9 Handler
with the Virginia Task Force 1, works with his dog
Angus during a talk at the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute for seniors on Friday, April 13, 2018.

Lilyan Spero, Ken Plum and Shirley Fox. It
began as a learning in retirement nonprofit
center with 100 members. Today the insti-
tute has blossomed into a multi-campus
operation (located in Fairfax, Reston and
Sterling) with 1,200 members across North-
ern Virginia.

Affiliated with George Mason University,
OLLI offers classes for seniors and retirees
but there’s no age restriction, no homework,
no exams, no grades, and no credit, said
Karen Nash, Finance Associate with OLLI.
The instructors come from GMU, the com-
munity, or are OLLI members themselves.
Classes are free but the annual membership
is $425 or an introduction membership is
$150.

According to Rita Way, OLLI Board Mem-
ber, OLLI offers 200 courses in its Spring
catalogue including classes on music, art,
philosophy, history, science, writing and
more. In addition, there are OLLI clubs that
members have formed, such as writing,
needlework, classical reading or music, as
well as special events like field trips to mu-
seums, plays and musical performances.

“OLLI is a wonderful institute for those
of us that have either retired or have the

About 50 people attended the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute discussion.

time now to enjoy getting more education.
There are marvelous courses that are
authored,” said Way.

“You can get involved as much as you
want or as little as you want, and perhaps
do things that you were never able to do
when you had a job.”

According to Stephanie Trachtenberg,
OLLI Special Events Committee Volunteer,
“OLLI is made up of people who want to
continue learning. You become a member
and you can take unlimited classes on any
topic. There’s a catalogue that’s put out by
term.”

EXAMPLES of OLLI classes include speaker
Amelia Draper, the weather person from
NBC-4; Eye Health for Age 55 and Older
with a local optometrist; and NBC-4 News
Reporter David Culver.

“We had a breakfast this morning honor-
ing the OLLI teachers and the main mes-
sage that came out was we just love learn-
ing and we love to have fun, and that’s what
retirement should be about,” said
Trachtenberg, a member since 2013.

For more information on OLLI, visit the
website: www.olli.gmu.edu.
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Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

e TWO POOR TEACHERS  Seectyowr
et Kitchen and Bathroom Remodellng our Mobile
past 17 years > - Showroom
and Design
Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Since 1999

Public Hearings
Funding the Right Transportation Projects

You are invited to share comments on transportation projects that have been recommended for funding in the
FY2019-2024 Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP). Additionally, pursuant to §33.2-202, comments will be
accepted for new projects valued in excess of $25 million. The Commonwealth Transportation Board will take
your comments into consideration as it develops the FY2019-2024 Six-Year Improvement Program. The
program allocates public funds to highway, road, bridge, rail, bicycle, pedestrian and public transportation
projects. All federally eligible projects in the SYIP will be included in the Statewide Transportation Improvement
Program to document how Virginia will obligate its federal funds.

Meeting materials will be available at http://www.ctb.virginia.gov/planning/springmeetings/default.asp beginning
April 16, 2018.

Public meetings begin at 4:00 p.m. in each of the locations except as noted below:
A formal comment period will be held at these meetings.

Monday, April 16, 2018
Hampton Roads - Hampton
Roads Transportation Planning
Organization,

723 Woodlake Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Thursday, April 19, 2018
Lynchburg - VDOT Lynchburg
District Office

Ramey Memorial Auditorium
4303 Campbell Avenue
Lynchburg, VA 24501

Tuesday, April 24, 2018
Richmond - Hilton Garden Inn
800 Southpark Boulevard
Colonial Heights, VA 23834

Monday, April 30, 2018*
Northern Virginia - Northern
Virginia District Office
Potomac Conference Room
4975 Alliance Drive

Fairfax, VA 22030

Thursday, May 3, 2018
Staunton - Holiday Inn and
Conference Center

152 Fairway Lane
Staunton, VA 24402

Monday, May 7, 2018
Culpeper - Culpeper District
Auditorium

1601 Orange Road
Culpeper, VA 22701

*meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday May 8, 2018
Fredericksburg - Germanna

Thursday, May 10, 2018
Salem - Holiday Inn Valley View

Monday, May 14, 2018
Bristol - Southwest Virginia

Community College 3315 Ordway Drive NW Higher Education Center
Workforce and Technology Roanoke, VA 24017 One Partnership Circle
Center Abingdon, VA 24210
10000 Germanna Point Drive,

Fredericksburg, VA 22408

You can also submit your comments by email or mail by May 30, 2018:

For roads and highways: Six-YearProgram@VDOT .Virainia.qov, or Infrastructure Investment Director,
Virginia Department of Transportation 1401 East Broad St., Richmond, VA 23219.

For rail and public transportation: DRPTPR@drpt.virginia.qov , Public Information Office, Virginia
Department of Rail and Public Transportation 600 East Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond VA, 23219.

The Commonwealth is commitied to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied the
benefits of its services on the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964_ If you need further information on these policies or special assistance for persons with
disabilities or limited English proficiency, please contact the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Title
VI Compliance Officer at 804-786-2730 or the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation’s
Title VI Compliance Officer at 804-786-4440 (TTY users call 711).
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- ENGAGE YOUR FUTURE + - -

GAME DESIGN, PROGRAMMING & MACHINE LEARNING/AI
Intro & 30 Game Design,/Production/Entreprencurship | Game Art/Animation
Next Gen Technology: AR & VR | Multi-Platform Mabile AR App Development
Minecraft Modding w/ Javo & VR | Roblox | Intro to Hardware Design
Exec. Education Cerfificates: Serious Gome Design, Gomification & Peace Goming
AND MORE... AGE 9 TO ADULT :

On-Site at
Mason Fairfox,

Loudoun &
Prince William

ACADEMY

Go to vsgi.gmu.edu/mgta

CAMPS & SCHOOLS

Affording Summer Camp

By MARILYN CAMPBELL

ne of the great pleasures of
summer is going to camp.
From kayaking and rock
climbing to horseback riding
and sailing, camp is a place where lifelong
memories are created. A recent study by the
non-profit, global policy think tank RAND
Corporation shows that voluntary summer
programs like camp have a significant, posi-
tive impact on low-income students during
a time when they fall behind their wealthier
peers both academically and socially.

Katie Crump, a case manager at Interfaith
Works, a non-profit organization dedicated
to helping the poor and underserved, says
that the luxury of summer camp often
eludes those who need it most.

“The opportunity of attending a real sum-
mer camp is a big thing for them. Unfortu-
nately, this experience can be unattainable
due to the high cost and finding transpor-
tation among other things,” said Crump.
“Attending summer camp affords kids a spe-
cial and important experience that’s all their
own. It allows kids to be kids, something
that is particularly vital for low-income chil-
dren who are often forced to deal with the
burdens of adulthood at a young age.”

Despite the cost of summer camp, keep-
ing children engaged during the stretch of

More

CAMP INVENTION
http://campinvention.org/

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE
https://www.fsafeds.com/

time between June and August when school
is not in session is a critical part of their
development, says Jerome Short, Ph.D.,
associate professor of psychology at George
Mason University.

“Summer camps give opportunities for
children to develop social, emotional, cog-
nitive, and behavioral skills,” he said. “Some
research shows that higher [socioeconomic
status] children increase academic and be-
havioral skills over the summer and lower
[socioeconomic status] children lose skills
over the summer. Research shows that lower
[socioeconomic status] children benefit
from learning social and behavioral skills
in different settings with new peers and
challenges to apply their skills.”

Even with limited resources, summer
camps can still be accessible, says Tom
Rosenberg, president and CEO of the Ameri-
can Camp Association (ACA). “There is a
camp for every budget,” he said “[Most]
ACA-accredited camps provide some form

SEe SUMMER CAMP, PAGE 13

12

o—— DISCOVER &

Camp Overlook, located at Potomac Overlook Regional Park in Arfington, and Camp Grow, located at Meadowlark
Botanical Gardens in Vienna, explores the close-to-home natural world with children entering grades K through 10.
Engaging activities include stream hikes, aquatic studies, live animal care, swimmina, storytelling, campfires and s’'mores,

habitat restoration projects, canoeing, skit presentations, solar oven snacks, scavenger hunts, soil painting, nature,

crafts, and much more!

Remaining spaces are extremely fimited! Register today!

703-352-5900 | www.novadaycamps.com
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CAMPS 6 SCHOOLS

Affording Summer Camp

FroM PACE 12

of scholarship assistance. Reach
out to the camp directly to ask
about specific financial aid and
scholarship options.”

The RAND study also showed
that even though low-income stu-
dents can lose up to two months
of math and reading skills over the
summer, high-quality summer pro-
grams can bridge that gap. Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) camps are
an example of programs that can
be effective, but possibly
unaffordable for some families.

Wolftrap and Colvin Run el-
ementary schools in Fairfax
County will be the site of a non-
profit STEM camp called Camp In-
vention. Organized by the Na-
tional Inventors Hall of Fame
(NIHF), the hands-on program is
designed for children in kindergar-
ten through sixth grade. Through
activities like building robots and
designing gadgets, campers get a
sense of what it’s like to be a physi-
cist or engineer.

“The program has sponsors that
provide funding that’s used to help
underrepresented kids attend the
camps,” said Ken Torisky, spokes-
man for National Inventors Hall of
Fame. “The money is distributed
to students by the school district.”

Options for financial assistance
for summer camp run the gamut
from discounts for dependents of
those serving in the military to
camp funding offered by churches,
synagogues, and civic organiza-
tions. “I would suggest to parents
that they look into their child be-
ing sponsored by a local business
to attend a camp or look into pay-
ment plan options at a camp that
they are interested in attending,”
advised Stacie Gottlieb, director,
Bullis Summer and Extended Day
Programs in Potomac, Md.

While Bullis does not offer finan-
cial assistance for summer camp,
Gottlieb says that there are dis-
counts for early registration and
registering for multiple weeks of
camp.

Parents should check to see if a
camp participates in U.S. govern-
ment assistance programs, particu-
larly those with income eligibility
requirements, like Title XX, ad-
vises Rosenberg. While it might be
too late for this summer, he en-
courages parents to explore De-
pendent Care Flexible Spending
Accounts and a Child and Depen-
dent Care tax credit through the
FSA Feds website: https://
www.fsafeds.com/.

“I generally think lower income
children benefit when they have
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access to the same opportunities
as upper-income children and also
gain cultural skills and knowledge
important to upward mobility
when they have opportunity to
interact with upper-income kids,”
said Amy L. Best, Ph.D., professor
and chair, Department of Sociol-
ogy and Anthropology at George
Mason University. “I also think

upper-income kids gain mightily
when they have genuine interac-
tions with kids from other class
backgrounds. Because empathy,
cross cultural understanding, and
an ability to work in diverse
groups are skills that this new cen-
tury demands, having opportuni-
ties to hone those skills are of
value for all involved.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF NATIONAL INVENTORS HALL OF FAME
Children at Camp Invention create tracks for a self-
driving robot. This camp has funding to sponsor low-
income children this summer.

KiDDIE COUNTRY

DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

Simply the Best.

Summer Camp and School Year Programs - Preschool through Jr. Kindergarten

ENSURE A LASTING FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE SCHOOL SUCCESS!

Looking for the finest

preschool or Jr. Kindergarten

experience for your child?
Visit our nurturing
classrooms where
opportunities are endless and
success is a naturol

consequence.

SUMMER CAMP AT KIDDIE COUNTRY

Gear Up For Our Awesome Summer Camp For Awesome Kids!

** Degreed, experienced teachers
%+ Comprehensive educational
program addresses all
developmental areas, from
cognitive growth to creativity
to making friends
Excellent teacher/child ratios

Loads of both indoor and outdoor play experiences that emphasize summer fun!

Swimming in our on-site pool and water play galore! On-going opportunities for

exploration, thoughtfully planned learning experiences, facilitation of friendships, and

attention to individual interests.

Brown Puppets, and more. Artsandc

Speciz

rafts, games, and daily music class promise to be

"can't wait" highlights. We make sure that FUN is the signature feature of summer at

Kiddie Country. Come join us for memory making at its best!

CONTACT US AT 703.644.0066 OR WWW .KIDDIECOUNTRY.COM
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SCHOOLS

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

The 2018 Fairfax County Spelling Bee awarded first place to Eric Kim of
Wakefield Forest Elementary School in Fairfax. Pictured from left: Joni
Pepin (Judge), Matthew Shinkman (Judge), Sarah Lundquist (Judge), Bee
winner Eric Kim, Barry Giddens (Pronouncer).

Rotary Club of Fairfax Donates
Dictionaries to Spelling Bee Competitors

To see a live Spelling Bee “is a real treat,”
according to Fairfax Rotary past president
Ron Hubbard. He attended the twelfth an-
nual Fairfax County Spelling Bee held at
Lake Braddock Secondary School in March.
Hubbard represented The Rotary Club of
Fairfax, which donated Webster dictionar-
ies to each student who participated in the
“Bee.” Competitors included seventy one
students, from private and public schools

in the Northern Virginia area. The Fairfax
County Council of PTAs organizes the an-
nual event. The Bee winner was Eric Kim, a
sixth grader at Wakefield Forest Elementary
School in Fairfax.

For more information about the Rotary
Club of Fairfax, visit the club’s website at
www.fairfaxrotary.org. or email the Rotary
Club of Fairfax’s Executive Director, Irby N.
Hollans Jr., at ihollans@earthlink.net.

Burke s

m

Hacquet

| Su?nmer' Session 2018
June 23 — July 28

Cyber Security - Coding - 3D Modeling & Design - Athletics 703.250.1299
Accredited Academics - Outdoor Adventure - |JROTC 6001 Burke Commons R,
Burke, VA 22015

$4,090
{Mention this Connection ad to receive a .E.Fﬂﬂﬂﬁmdlmimm

www.burkeclub.com
.ﬂ facebook.com/BurkeClub/
D twitter.com/burkeclub
@ instagram/burkeracquet

Nation's Capital Swim Club

Apply Now Online or Call for Mnre Information
www.Fishburne.org 540.946.7700
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FULL DAY CAMP
8:00am - 3:00pm
8:00 Kid Fitness

9:00 Rock Wall / Exergym

10:00 Recreational Fun
11:00 Lunch

12:00 Tennis

1:00 Recreational Fun
2:00 Swimming

3:00 Campers depart

Home of the Nationally Ranked [ COURTPLAY

AM HALF DAY CAMP

SUMETHING FOR EUERY CAMPER

&Smmhlub’ AT OUR SUVIMER SPORTS CAMP!

CAMPERS ENJOY:

&:30am - 11:30am Rock Wall climbing...
8:30 Kid Fitness Interactive Exargym...
9:00 Tennis Tennis. ..

10:00 Rock Wall / Exergym Swimming...

10:30 Swimming Kickball. ..

11:30 Campers depart Captura the Flag...

and lots more activites!

PM HALF DAY CAMP
12:00pm = 3:00pm
12:00 Tennis

1:00 Swimming

2:00 Rock Wall / Exergym

3:00 Campers depart

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP RATES FOR JUNIORS, SENIORS, CORPORATIONS, FCPS EMPLOYEES, POLICE OFFICERS, AND FIREFIGHTERS.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM




SCHOOLS

Fairfax High Student Wins
Rotary Speech Contest

For the Rotarians in the audience, the statistics
were familiar: 35,000 Rotary Clubs, 1.2 million
Rotarians in over 200 countries, service projects
which vary from providing clean water in third world
countries to starting a bully prevention program in
local schools. But, the difference in hearing these
statistics was their delivery by enthusiastic high
school students who entered the Rotary District 7610
speech contest.

The Rotary International theme this year is “Mak-
ing a Difference.” The five speech contest finalists,
sponsored by five Rotary clubs in District 7610, im-
pressed the audience as youth who will make a dif-
ference in the world. They spoke about what Rotary
meant to them, after they learned about the many
clubs and their service projects.

Liam McPherson, a junior at Fairfax High School,
sponsored by the Fairfax Rotary Club, placed first in
the contest. As first place winner, he won a cash prize.
His speech took the broader view of how nations can
make a difference in the world by improving the qual-
ity of life for their citizens. When he spoke about
Rotary, he referenced his mother, who received the
polio vaccine from Rotarian volunteers in the Philip-
pines. This was the first of many countries which
Rotarians and their partners would visit to stop the
spread of polio starting in 1978. Today, only two
countries remain with endemic polio: Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

The Fairfax Club is very proud of Liam. His poise,
delivery and enthusiasm for Rotary impressed many
throughout the contest. Liam’s club sponsor was
Barry Gordon of the Rotary Club of Fairfax. “Liam
gives us hope that more young people like him will

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Fairfax High School Junior Liam
McPherson won the Rotary District 7610
Speech Contest. Pictured from left are:
Paula Brown Kelley, Past President of
Fairfax Rotary, Rotary 7610 District Gover-
nor Ronnie Chantker, Barry Gordon,
Fairfax Rotarian and Speech Contest
representative, Liam McPherson, Speech
Contest winner, Heather Davids, FHS
Forensics (Speech) Coach.

provide leadership of which we will be proud,” Gor-
don commented after the contest.

Liam was accompanied by his Forensic (speech)
coach, Heather Davids of Fairfax High School. Davids
added, “Liam is a natural speaker, but it has been
my honor to watch him develop into a passionate
and persuasive speaker over the last three years.”

Liam was among the top five student contestants;
all sponsored by area Rotary clubs. Rotary District
7610 consists of 57 Rotary clubs. Liam, and the other
four high school speakers, from as far as Louisa
County to as close as Springfield will speak again at
the Rotary District Conference held over the last
weekend in April at Kingsmill in Williamsburg, Va.

For more on Rotary International or the Rotary Club
of Fairfax, visit: www.fairfaxrotary.org.

Planting a Pine Tree in Burke

Boy Scout Jacob Boyett, Phil Sternberg
(standing), T-1131 Committee Chair and
member Rotary Club of Springfield, and
Daniel ‘Kaz’ Kasmierski, current Presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Springfield,
plant a pine tree on the edge of St.
Stephen’s United Methodist Church in
Burke, as part of an Earth Day event.

PHOTO courTEsY OF G.C. 'CaRY BLAck, 11 ©
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“Loving Peopletv Lg‘a”
Worship Gathering - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sun. Evening - Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups
Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PAsTOR 703-383-1170

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

HANNA

b-t AY

HADEE

Oriental Rug Cleaning & In-Home Services

POLLEN. PET. DANDER.
GET THE ALLERGENS OUT!

’ In-Plant Oriental Rug Cleaning
|14 ¥ KA Have2 | And Get

OFFER # Rugs The 3rd
A4 M3  Cleaned | Cleaned

Valid on Our Signature Hand-Washing of Your Fine Rugs Or the
Hadeed Express Expedited Service for Rugs that Qualify!

= === = o= = == =

Wall to Wall
Carpel Steam
Cleaning

Hardwood Floor
Cleaning &
Polishing

In-Plant
Rug
Restoration

].0 OFF

I
1
i
I
'
i
1
I
1
i
1
1
I
1
i i
*Vaarry, (fler Eapiees 5611 i
i

Free Pickup & Delivery!

5 - :
Hadeed E ’ ;
" + Rolling & Laying the Rugs!t

We Hand-Wash
Your Fine N
Oriental Rugs! o

Includes: Fumniture Moving &

535 W. Maple | 4918 3206 Duke 3116 W. Moore
Avenue Wisconsin Ave, | Street Electronic Dr. Streat

Vienna, VA | DeMD | Alexandria, VA | Springfield VA | Richmond VA

703-836-1111 | JoeHadeed.com

* Expires 5//18, (3) lor the price of (2) same size or smaller rug free, Nol valid wiany
other offers, tAvailable in MD, DC, & VA. Min. order requined, some restricions apply.
Doesn't include breakables, Call for details.

ba2e

Newspapers & Online

UPCOMING SPECIAL SECTIONS

MAY

5f2/2018............. Mother's Day Dining & Gifts I
BI2I20TB...corivearnnnnesnansnnrnenonnrnesas Wellbeing
SRR B < osmrvv s HomelLifeStyle
5/9/2018.........................McLean Day Pullout
57|10 | R————— A+ Camps & Schools
5/23/2018.....Summer Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
5/30/2018........ccooininn. Connection Families

Email SALES@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM for
more specials, digital advertising upt{ans and pricing.

r“”wﬂhﬁ . -5 &\Tﬁtifiﬁl
asette Packet mm&m

Have The Connection emailed

AEWERFAFK RN

directly to you every week!
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

L

Reaching Suburban Washinglon's Leading Housshalds
» it i Gimble Pkl =P Conwcor = [l Hel Harrdton Corsectan
Neaeripapers & Crfing » Aripn Conredtos » Frfin Sron Tihon/, aron Cosvecton » Potorue. Alvaras
+ i 1w Corrersy o S | ahy e # Fetion [rawectn
T03-TTE-8431 »Comtiog Vit » Mk Cormaciin Y ——
ik Connectonhewmapapan com = Dhaatily Cormaction » Wogd Yeron Ganie « Viewa Tilion Gosrectzn
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CALENDAR

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING

Last Chance, Art Exhibit: Pulp
Fiction. Through April 29, gallery
hours in Arches Gallery, Building W-9
of the Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Pulp Fiction
showcases work by artist Anne Hollis,
exploring mixed media art while
focusing on moments in time from
mythological stories to real life. Visit
www.workhousearts.org/.

Art Exhibit: The Scenic Route.
Through May 6, gallery hours at
Warrior Way Gallery (W-16), Lorton
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Chester
Kasnowski, a veteran of the United
States Air Force, is a multi-
disciplinary artist who believes in the
power of tradition and history. In
The Scenic Route, Kasnowski engages
with the history of landscape imagery
and modernizes the genre through
his use of abstracted brush strokes.
Free. Visit www.workhousearts.org/
event/chester-kasnowski-scenic-
route/ for more.

Art Exhibit: This and That. Through
May 7, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. daily at The
Artists’ Undertaking Gallery, 309 Mill
St. in Historic Occoquan. “This and
That.” an features copper work by
Anne Jordan of Fairfax; oil paintings
by Steve Myles of Reston; and turned
wood by Greg Wandless of Fairfax.
Call 703-494-0584 or visit
www.theartistsundertaking.com.

Rock of Ages — The Musical.
Through May 20, Fridays-Saturdays,
8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. at
Workhouse Arts Center, Building W-3
(Theatre), 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. This Tony-Award winning
musical takes the audience back to
the 1980s era of big: big bands, big
egos big guitar solos and big hair.
Parental discretion advised. $20-$35.
Visit www.workhousearts.org.

Second Saturdays. 6-9 p.m. at the
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. The
Second Saturday Art Walk is the
perfect time to meet nearly 100
Resident and Associate Artists,
creating art in the studios or
exhibiting in our galleries.
Experience performances of dance,
cabaret, comedy, big band, jazz, and
theater. www.workhousearts.org/.

Senior Line Dancing. Mondays, 1
p.m.; Fridays, 10-11:30 a.m. at Little
Rlver Glen Senior Center, 4001
Barker Court, Fairfax. Line Dancing is
a gentle, social form of aerobic
activity. No previous experience
needed. Cost: $5 per 8-week session.
Email barbriba@hotmail.com or call
703-524-3739.

Fairfax Pets on Wheels New
Volunteer Orientation. An
orientation for new volunteers
interested in visiting residents of
nursing homes and assisted living
facilities with their approved pets
through the Fairfax Pets On Wheels
program is held the first Wednesday
of every month starting at 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.fpow.org for each month’s
location. Prior to attending, please
complete the online application
found at www.fpow.org/volunteer.
www.fpow.org, 703-324-5424 or
dfspetsonwheels@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Carolina Shag. Wednesdays, 6:30-10
p.m. at Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.

Exercise Program Mondays and
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. year-round at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Road, Fairfax. The
exercises are for strength, balance
and maintaining limberness. Contact
SCFB office at 703-426-2824 for
more information.

Smoke Free Bingo. 7 p.m. Every

Virginia Ballet dancer

Coppelia

PHOTO BY DALE HUBBARD

Virginia Ballet Company And School will present the classic ballet Coppelia, pro-
fessionally staged and fully costumed. Saturday, April 28, 2 and 7 p.m. in the Ernst
Community Cultural Center Theater, Northern Virginia Community College
Annandale Campus, 8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale. $30 for adults and $20
for children, students and seniors, plus a $3 fee per each ticket at www.vaballet.org.
A limited number of general admission tickets ($12) is available for the Working Stage
Rehearsal on Friday, April 27 at 6:30 p.m. Must be purchased in advance online.

Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire
Department, 4081 University Drive,
Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot (with breaks
for smoking friends).
www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638.

English Conversation Groups
weekly at George Mason, Burke
Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice
and improve your English. Day and
start times vary. Visit:
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp

Funday Monday 10:30 a.m., every
Monday at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. There will
be music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. It is
open to children of all ages, however
especially for those who haven't yet
started school. 703-385-7858
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.

THURSDAY/APRIL 26

Lace Time Pottery Class. 10:30 a.m.
at Young at Heart Senior Center,
Green Acres Center, 4401 Sideburn
Road, Fairfax. Paint Your Own
Pottery. $15. 703-359-2487.

Fall for the Book Pop Up Lit Night.
5:30 p.m. at Pacers Pop-Up Theatre
Space, 10427 North St., Fairfax.
invite the community to Happy Hour
appreciations of literature and
storytelling. Bring friends and enjoy
food and fun. Readings take place on
the last Thursday of each month,
through April. call 703-352-ARTS
www.fallforthebook.org/pop-up-lit-
nights/

John Mason Arts Achievement &
Business Awards. 7 p.m. at
Sherwood Community Center, 3740
Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. Presented
by Fairfax Commission on the Arts.
Established in 2001 to recognize
individuals and businesses who have
made a significant contribution to the
development of the arts (dance,
music, theatre, literature, visual arts
or other art disciplines) within the
City of Fairfax community. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.

Mason Wind Symphony &
Symphonic Band. 8 p.m. in the
Concert Hall at George Mason
University. Mason Wind Symphony
under the direction of Professor Mark
Camphouse and Mason Symphonic
Band under the direction of Professor

1G % FAIRFAX CONNECTION < APRIL 2G - MAy 2, 2018

John Kilkenny & Denton Stokes.
Tickets: $12 adults, $8 seniors, $5
youth through grade 12. Visit
www.cfa.gmu.edu.

FRIDAY/APRIL 27

Assistance League Fundraiser. 11
a.m.-2 p.m. at Country Club of
Fairfax, 5110 Ox Road, Fairfax. The
Assistance League of Northern
Virginia annual spring fundraiser will
include a luncheon and silent and
live auctions. The funds raised will
support programs which touch the
lives of 6,000 children in Northern
Virginia each year. $65.
www.northernvirginia.
assistanceleague.org.

Fairfax High School Jazz
Ensemble with U.S. Navy
Commodores Jazz Band. 7 p.m.
at Sherwood Community Center,
3740 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax.
Fairfax Jazz is an after-school
academic class and ensemble open to
all members of FHS Band, Chorus
and Orchestra. fhsbands.org

Spring Concert. 7:30-9 p.m. at St.
Stephens United Methodist Church,
9203 Braddock Road, Burke. The St.
Stephen’s United Methodist Women
Maranatha Singers present a concert
of “Hopes and Dreams.” Free. Call
703-250-5013 or visit
www.ststephensfairfax.org.

Mason Players “Originals.” 8 p.m.
at TheatreSpace, George Mason
University. New scripts, artistic
performances and creative offerings
inspired by GMU students will drive
this final theatrical celebration of the
season. Programming varies
throughout the weekend. Pay what
you can ($5 increments only). Visit
www.cfa.gmu.edu for more.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 27-29

“The Little Mermaid.” Friday-
Saturday, 7 p.m.; Sunday, 1 p.m. at
Fairfax High School, 3501 Rebel Run,
Fairfax. Based on one of Hans
Christian Andersen’s most beloved
stories and the classic animated film,
Disney’s “The Little Mermaid” is a
story for the ages. This fishy fable
will capture your heart with its
irresistible songs, including “Under
the Sea,” “Kiss the Girl” and “Part of
Your World.” Tickets available at
fxplayers.org.

In performance for “All About Dogs.”

Therapy Dogs Take
Center Stage

“All About Dogs”

on May 8.

By DAVID SIEGEL
THE CONNECTION

¢ 11 About Dogs’ cel-
ebrates “the untold
number of ways dogs
and their humans lift up, love
and take care of one another,”
said Margot Greenlee, a leader
with “MVLE Moves!,” a local
movement therapy program for
individuals with disabilities.

The Springfield-based MVLE
provides employment training
and job placement, for people
with intellectual and physical
disability. MVLE is an interna-
tionally accredited agency that
partners with government, not-
for-profit agencies and com-
mercial businesses.

In a break-through theatrical
event performed at Fairfax’s
Sherwood Community Center,
“All About Dogs” will explore
dog-human connections and
increasing opportunities for
people with disabilities. The
cast will include both profes-
sional performers and people
with intellectual and physical
disability. “Together they de-
vised this original production,
each contributing their unique
perspectives,” said Greenlee.

The “All About Dogs” cast will
also feature a number of trained
therapy dogs bringing love to
people. “The trained therapy
dogs visit client, go to schools,
hospitals, and assisted living
facilities,” said Greenlee. “Inter-
acting with a trained therapy
dog helps people relax and feel
connected.”

“All About Dogs” also pro-
vides an opportunity for the
non-professional human per-
formers to build confidence and
develop new skills, including
feeling more independent.

performance

Margot Greenlee,
Founder,
BodyWise Dance
and co-creator
“All About Dogs.”

Where and When

“All About Dogs” presented by
BodyWise Dance and MLVE Moves!
at Sherwood Community Center,
3740 Old Lee Hwy, Fairfax VA
22030. Performance on Tuesday,
May 8, at 11 a.m. Performance is
free. Call MLVE’s Sarah Caldwell at
703-894-8247 to reserve. Note:
The performance runs about 45
minutes. It is suitable for all ages,
both those with and without
intellectual and physical disability.
“All About Dogs” is supported by
the National Endowment for the
Arts, Virginia Commission on the
Arts, the Arts Council of Fairfax
County, Wells Fargo Foundation,
Rea Charitable Trust and Express
Lanes Foundation.

JITINITAD) LODUVIN 40 ASTILANOD OLOH(]

Audience member at “All
About Dogs” will be invited to
speak, join in songs and dances,
learn the dos and don’ts of
meeting a new dog for the first
time, and learn nuances of
terms like “improvise” and “har-
mony.” Actress Tuyet Pham said
“Expect to sing. Expect to have
a blast.” She added, “we are all
capable of making art.”

Ryan Sellers noted, “the pro-
gram provides the opportunity
for the joy of performance for
everyone.”

Actor J.J. Johnson added that
“All About Dogs’ is fascinating
as it explores what dogs and
people can do together, in ser-
vice to each other.”

ISIAOIN JATIN 40 ASTLINOD OLOH ]
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Shobha M. gets a close look at a painting.

Talent and Generosity Share the Spothght

Britepaths’ Artful Living event benefits families, students.

By BonNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

alent and community caring

were both on display Saturday

night, April 21, during

Britepaths’ fourth annual Artful
Living event at the Sherwood Community
Center in Fairfax. Part of the Fairfax Spot-
light on the Arts Festival, proceeds benefited
that entity’s scholarship fund, as well as the
families Britepaths serves.

Attendees bid on original artwork during
a silent auction, with Britepaths and the
artists sharing in the sales. The evening also
included a raffle, live music by Batida
Diferente, hors d’oeuvres®by Dolce Vita,
wine and craft beer tastings, plus desserts
from Cameron’s Coffee & Chocolates and
Red Velvet Cupcakery.

The artwork on exhibit illustrated the
theme, “Empowerment,” and winners were
selected in several categories. In Computer
Art, Fairfax’s Russ McIntosh won for his
“Consciousness Conductor.” And Fairfax
resident Ben Breaux’s “Empowerment Re-
visited” was chosen the top Mixed Media
entry, as well as Best of Show.

Britepaths Board of Directors member
Catherine Read thanked the event’s spon-
sors and acknowledged the dignitaries in
attendance, including Fairfax City’s mayor
and several City Council members. She said
people in need “don’t want a Band-Aid” for
their problems, and those helping them
“want to invest in people becoming self-suf-
ficient,” and that’s where Britepaths comes
in.

“The gift of Britepaths is educating
people, making people believe in them-
selves and giving them the skills they need
to succeed,” said Read. “But we can’t do it
without the help of the community. Please
see our Website [britepaths.org] and see
how you can help people make ends meet

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

in our community. Because of you,
people are able to lift themselves
out of poverty and desperate situa-
tions and get on the path to resil-
iency and self-sufficiency.”

CITY MAYOR David Meyer then
addressed the crowd. Britepaths
was formerly called Our Daily
Bread, and Meyer recalled how, 15
years ago, he and his wife volun-
teered through their church and
delivered groceries to the
organization’s clients in Bailey’s
Crossroads, Burke, Chantilly and
the City of Fairfax.

“Now, Britepaths gives clients
food cards that allow them to get
their own food,” he said. “This helps
with self-esteem and allows the
very diverse ethnic groups served
by Britepaths to obtain food that
they enjoy. Today, Britepaths has
grown in its scope and effective-
ness, and the challenges it faces
have become more complex.”

Meyer noted that Fairfax resi-
dents live in the most prosperous
region in the U.S., if not the world.
Yet, he stressed, “Nearly 15 percent
of our population live at our below
200 percent of the poverty level. There is a
shortage of 31,000 living units that are af-
fordable. The cost of daycare for an infant
can be $15,000-$18,000, which far exceeds
the ability to pay of many of our working
poor.”

So, he said, Britepaths’ services are
needed more than ever. “Britepaths offers
its clients resources to stabilize their lives,
but also effective, long-term intervention to
give them the critical life skills of financial
planning, job interviewing and skills en-
hancement,” said Meyer. “As mayor, I can
attest that local governments cannot ad-

PHOTOS BY BONNIE HOBBS/THE CONNECTION

Kim and Julio Mazzarella peruse the artwork.

Britepaths volunteers (from left) Alecia
Fowler and Ashley Williams man the
dessert table.

dress these circumstances by ourselves. The
best approach is a partnership with key
groups such as Britepaths, with the support
of all of you.”

“When people do not have hope or any
way to create a path forward, prospects for
daily living can be dim,” he continued. “But
thanks to everyone here, a brighter path is
available for many in our community. Thank
you all for making a difference in the lives
of people in need.”

Next to speak was Britepaths’ Executive
Director Lisa Whetzel.°Saying this event
brings together everything she values, in-
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DéShaun shares her story.

cluding art and music, she said how pleased
she was to see the community’s generosity
to help their neighbors in need.

“There is a common misconception that
people in dire straits just need to pull them-
selves up by their bootstraps,” said Whetzel.
“If they just work a little harder, then they
would succeed like the rest of us.°People
do need to work hard.°However, in our ex-
perience, we see that people who come to
us often don’t have any boots. Here at
Britepaths, we provide the boots.”

She said Britepaths recognizes that it’s
critical to not just stabilize struggling fami-
lies, but to make them strong enough to
weather financial storms.“We will continue
helping them keep food on the table, a roof
overhead and provide car-repair assistance
so they can keep their jobs,” said Whetzel.
“At Britepaths, we are focusing our atten-
tion on building capacity for the programs
that build resilience.”

“Having the tools, resources and emo-
tional support empowers people to suc

SEE ARTFUL LIVING, PAGE I8
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Legals

We pay top S for STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES,
JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY,
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers
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Forget Daily
Commuting

Print and digital media
sales consultant for area’s
maost popular and trusted
local news source

Manage your own hours from home
Enjoy flexible schedule
plus no daily commute
Hetp local businesses grow
Unique opportunity to be a
volca in your community
Competitive compensation

Call Jerry Vernon
703-549-0004
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SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

WWW.METALROOFOVER.COM

CALL 800-893-1242 sy
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ABC LICENSE
ClanhacMilian LLC trading as Tha Machdil-
lan Whiskey Room, 2620 District Ave, 5ie
155, Fairfax, VA 22031, Fairtax County .
Ther abired establishmont & applying 1o the
VIRGINIA DEFARTMENT OF ALCOHOLUIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a Wina &
Beor On Pramisas; Mixed Bovernge licenso
1o sell or manulacture alcohalic bever-
ages, Derek Anderson, Memben, NOTE:
Obgactions 1o the issuance of this licensa
must ba submitied 1o ABC no later than 30
dlays brom the publishing date of the first
of two required newspaper legal notices,
Oibjections should be registensd al waw,
abe, virginiagow or S00-552-F200,

Legals

PUBLIC NOTICE
ATHT proposes. bo collecabe antennas {ip heghis
112} on e building al 4110 Chain Bridge Rd,
Fairfzx, VA @0180647). Inborested partios may
contant Sooft Hom [B56-H00- 1202) (1012 |rdus-
trial O, West Borln, MU D809 1) willy coeremints
reqanding polential efiects on hisbonic proparies.

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
News |"J'f:"| |']'E rs.Com

NEWSPAFPERS

NEWS

The band, Batida
Diferente, entertained
the crowd. ;

PHOTOS BY BONNIE HOBBS/
THE CONNECTION

T——

Brifepatts

Artful Living Benefits
Families, Students

FrRoM PAGE |7

ceed,” she continued. “Our hope
is that every family or single par-
ent who comes through our door
will be empowered to make last-
ing changes to succeed for the long
term.” Whetzel then introduced a
client named DéShaun, who she
called an “inspiration” and a tes-
tament to how hard work with
outside support can help someone
succeed.

DéShaun said that, almost two
years ago, she and her husband
and their two young sons were in
a bad place financially. “He and I
both worked, but were in danger
of getting evicted,” she said. “So
we got in touch with Britepaths —
then called Our Daily Bread [ODB]
— and attended its financial-man-
agement clinic.”

THE FAMILY eventually received
food vouchers and joined
Britepaths’ Project Bridge, which
helps clients achieve self-suffi-
ciency. “With a matched-savings
program, we saved $500 that year,
and it’s our emergency savings,”
said DéShaun. “ODB employees
were very supportive; and in Feb-
ruary 2017, T had a dream of help-
ing change lives by becoming a life
coach. Their Empower and
Workforce Development programs
helped me cover the cost of train-
ing, and I'm now a holistic life
coach, helping others through
Britepaths. Without Britepaths, I
truly don’t know where we would

Event attendees included
Fairfax County Sheriff
Stacey Kincaid and her
husband Greg.

be, and I thank them so much for
their support.”

Attorney Scott Shannon — whose
wife, May Shallal, is on Britepaths’
all-volunteer Board of Directors —
then led the live auction. Encour-
aging people to bid on the various
items, he told them $50 buys a
grocery gift card, $100 funds
school supplies for eight children
and $250 pays for car repairs.

Ultimately, the evening raised
about $41,000, and Whetzel was
delighted. “I1ove this event because
it brings the community together
to celebrate and support Britepaths’
mission,” she said. “It continues to
amaze me that people are surprised
that there are pockets of poverty
next door to them. Artful Living
creates a comfortable space to learn
and be inspired by our neighbors
in need who are empowered by the
Britepaths community to succeed
for the long term.”
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WET BASEMENT???
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CRACKED WALLS???
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We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces, !
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls |
I

I
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800-772-0704
FR
Serving you since 1972 Call Now!10% Limited Time Coupon

ESTIMATES

Soma Reatctions Appdy

MAINTENANCE
LORTOM, Small Prop. Magt. Firm
seeking local person fo assist
in a full range of Ofc/Property/
Equip. Maintenance & Courier
Duties, Must have Valid Driver's
Lic., self-motivated & work
indepandently.
F/T-Flexible Hrs.

Email resume to jfted@jteinc.com
or Fax 703-339-0354

An expeart is someons who knows soma
of the worst mistakes that can be
made in his subjact and how o avoid them.
“Werner Helsenbarg

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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FrRoM PACE 8

You Mean
Tomorrow
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TO ADVERTISE YOUR BusSINESS, CALL KAREN AT FO3-778-9422
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a tree at Fairfax High School. Open to the public.
Call 703-385-7995.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 27-28

City of Fairfax Spring Cleanup. Join the city in
the annual spring cleaning ritual by taking
advantage of the many special services offered
this time of year. Call 703-385-7995.

< Arbor Day tree planting — Celebrate Arbor
Day at 1 p.m. Friday, April 27 as the City of
Fairfax plants a tree at Fairfax High School,
3501 Rebel Run.

< Cleanup Day — Residents and businesses can
help the city spruce up for spring by cleaning up
their neighborhoods or any public areas in the
city. Choose Spring Cleanup Day April 28, or
any day in April during Spring Cleanup Month.
To participate, call 703-385-7995 or e-mail
Heather.Turley@fairfaxva.gov.

< Curbside leaf collection — Curbside leaf
collection in the city every Tuesday in April.

SATURDAY/APRIL 28

Caregiver Bootcamp. 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at Insight
Memory Care Center, 3953 Pender Drive, Suite
100, Fairfax. Join IMCC for a day-long training
event covering essential caregiving topics. Day
includes: breakfast, dementia overview, legal
needs, lunch, communication and behavior
changes and information on community
resources. Rescheduled from April 7. Contact
lindsey.vajpeyi@insightmcc.org, Lindsey
Vajpeyi, 703-204-4664 or visit InsightMCC.org.

Scam Jam and Shred Event. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Fairfax County Gov. Center, 12000 Government
Center Parkway, Fairfax. Free fraud fighting
event with AARP Virginia and Fairfax County
Government’s Silver Shield task force. Shred
truck will be on-site from 8 a.m.-noon.
Documents will be shredded on-site free of
charge. Registration required at aarp.cvent.com/
OSSFairfax or call 1-877-926-8300.

Flea Market. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Rolling Valley Park
and Ride, 9220 Old Keene Mill Road, Burke.
Sellers: Rent two parking spaces (minimum).
Spaces are reserved and pre-assigned. The
prepaid cost is $20 (plus the donation of a
saleable item to Cub Pack 678’s booth). To
reserve spaces call 703-354-7045. Buyers: More
than 50 sellers, bargains and refreshments.

Living with Alzheimer’s: For Middle-Stage
Caregivers. 10 a.m.-noon at Ravensworth
Baptist Church, 5100 Ravensworth Road,
Annandale. Part three of three-part series. Join
the Alzheimer’s Association for this free three-
part series and hear caregivers and professionals
discuss helpful strategies to provide safe and
comfortable care in the middle stage of
Alzheimer’s. To register, call 800-272-3900.

Medicine Cabinet Cleanout. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Fair Oaks District Station, 12300 Lee Jackson
Memorial Highway, Fairfax; Franconia District
Station, 6121 Franconia Road, Alexandria; West
Springfield District Station, 6140 Rolling Road,
Springfield. Free safe disposal of unused or
expired medications. Drop off at any Fairfax
County District Police Stations (pills or liquids
only, no pressurized canisters or needles). Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-
board/news/2018/medicine-cabinet-cleanout.

Drug Take Back Day. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in City of
Fairfax Police Station lobby, 3730 Old Lee
Highway. Unwanted prescription and over-the-
counter drugs, including pills, ointments and
liquids in sealed containers (no needles or
syringes) will be accepted. Drop-off is
anonymous. Call 703-385-7829.

Teen Job Fair. noon-2 p.m. at West Springfield
High School, 6100 Rolling Road. Employers will
gather, take applications and resumes for part
time jobs. Contact Greater Springfield Chamber
of Commerce, Nancy-jo Manney at
manney@springfieldchamber.org for more.

SUNDAY/APRIL 29

2018 Annual Women’s Day Service. 9:45 a.m.
at Greater Little Zion Baptist Church, 10185
Zion Drive, Fairfax. The guest speaker will be
the Rev. Kimberly Ridley, pastor of My Light
Christian Church in Richmond. Music will be
furnished by the Greater Little Zion Women’s
Day Choir. Call 703-239-9111.

MONDAY/APRIL 30

Community Meeting: Lake Accotink. 7-8:30
p.m. at Lake Braddock Secondary School, 9200
Burke Lake Road, Burke. The Park Authority will
join Braddock Supervisor John Cook and Lee
Supervisor Jeff McKay to gather public input in
developing a vision for Lake Accotink Park. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/planning-
development/lakeaccotink. Call 703-324-8662
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LANDSCAPING
Good is not
I S CONSTRUCTION good, where
50D, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Lﬂ::' H:rmval expected.
auling.
703-863-7465 Thomas Fuller

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

K&D ELECTRIC

COMMELRCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Famity Owned & Operated

Recessad Lighting

Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Phooa/CATV Office  703-335-0654
Cempute-r Matwork Cabling Mobile  TO3-450-0522
Service Upgrades 3

Hol Tubs, elc, .. lekirkman2B8@gmeail.com

LANDSCAPING

Patios & Drainage

LANDSCAPING

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

+ Flanting & Landscaping Dasign

* Drainage & Water Problems

+ Concrete Driveways, Replacemant or New

» Patios and Walks = Masonry Work or Dry Laid
* Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you chooss
*» Rataining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

GUTTER

GUTTER

f.“ Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
= Small Repairs = Gutter Guards

wob: kwnsandgutiers.com
= Friensdly Service with a Friendly Price!
- 3

MR T i

“GUTTER CLEANING /-

Go from green fo clean, do you have
madd on your siding rothen wood that's
a hoa vollation? We do housas, decks,
fences, side waks, etc. Deck and fence
repair, deck staning and saaling.
Licensad & Insured » Froo Estimatos
email: jnave@comcastnet

703-987-5096

A&S Landscaping
= All Concrete work
= Retaining Walls = Patios
= Decks » Porches (incl.
screened) = Erosion &
Grading Solutions
* French Drains « Sump Pumps
» Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

[ITIIXIII] eacassasaseanaes  TIT]

RN. CDNTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded = Free Esfimates = Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com &
www.rncontractors.com BAE

f—_.. o o B
Pumr Washmg Quahty Tree Servlce

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

wwhw.Facebook.com/
connaectionnewspapears

Meaagapety & Orlimn
The Cosnmectic T

WYY, GONECT ONNTWE DADEre cam

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

TILE | MARBLE
IR IR RN NI R O]

BATHROOM REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and MNatural Stones. Alsa ropair work. 35 yrs exp
www.brennan-tile.com
703-250-2872

Licansad » Bandat - Insuied

TILE /| MARBLE

Spring Gleanup...
Trea removal, topping & pruning, =
shrubbery trimming, mulching
keaf removal planting, haubing
gutter cleaning, retaming walls
(Y pm drainage problems, gte
25 years ol exparience — Frag estimates

703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service :

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
T03-250-6231

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

4 *Concrete Driveways
j *Patios *Sidewalks
*Stone *Brick
Phone:
VA: (703) 698-0060 + MD: (301) 316-1603

N

An expert is someona
who knows some of the waorst mis-
takes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.

=-Werner Heisenberg

Tuesday?

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Not that deadlines don’t happen in the
newspaper business; of course they do, every
Tuesday for us weeklies. But when combined
with my usual post-chemotherapy malaise, it
is a bit more challenging. More so when the
deadline is tightened up due to the nature of
hitting and occasionally missing in-house com-
munications, which is also not unreasonable
given the multiple demands multi tasking
imposes.

Compounding this task even more is that
until I'm back to semi post-chemo normal, in
the interim, | am not eating too much, not
sleeping well, have low energy (related to the
previous two deficiencies), my hands are
shaky, my balance is off and I'm having some
difficulty focusing. It's a good thing I'm sitting
at a desk while attempting to write this col-
umn because operating any heavy machinery
would definitely be out of the question. What
I need to do is mind my own business.

Business which at the moment involves
fending off my buff-colored male cat, Chino,
as he angles to sit on my writing pad as | move
him from left to right — and then right to left
since he won't take “Chino, move!” for a
directive. But if I know anything, other than
what to expect post chemo, | also know what
to expect from Chino — or any of the other
cats we manage: independence, as any fellow
cat owner knows. Unlike a “true and loyal
dog,” a cat, generally speaking, is not inclined
to respond to your commands, well, too many
of them, anyway. Nor are they likely to
respond to any physical discipline and/or
pushing/pulling/redirecting. Invariably, if you
push, they pull. If you pull, they push.

How Chino knows I'm not feeling well and
on an unanticipated and abbreviated dead-
line, I'll never know. But rather than leave me
to it, he'll interfere every way possible: nuz-
zling, nudging, leaning, rubbing, meowing,
moving about and plopping down when all
else fails. If you love cats as we do, this is their
charm. If you dont love them and their antics,
I can see how this kind of behavior can be
very frustrating.

| mean, with all this activity, it’s difficult to
think about what I'm supposed to be doing
when I'm so busy preventing things from get-
ting done. | imagine Chino thinks he’s doing
me a favor, being so affectionate and so in the
way. Maybe he thinks he’s contributing to the
creative process by sitting in the middle of my
writing pad? In a way, maybe he is. He’s forc-
ing me to concentrate. Moreover, he’s forcing
me to focus on this most immediate task
which, at the moment, has me fending him off
with my left wrist while I’'m scribbling prose
with my right hand. Oddly enough, it might
be working as I'm three-quarters finished with
this column which 30 minutes ago was a
weekend task until it became a today/Tuesday
task.

Now if I didn’t have a CT scan and lower
abdomen MRI scheduled for Wednesday, 1'd
have a bit more time to sort out the details of
writing this column. Unfortunately, post-
chemo, mid-newspaper deadline and pre-
scan is a triple threat which sometimes can
impose its will. A ‘will” which | take personally
so | will persevere and complete this column
with one final paragraph now that Chino has
left my desk and likely ended up on some
unoccupied couch to sleep; he’s had a big
day.

All kidding aside, if there’s one behavior |
need more than any other during these dead-
line triple threats, it's companionship. Because
of Chino and our other four cats: Andrew,
Sloane, Biscuit and Twinkle, | am never alone
and always have someone to talk to who,
occasionally talks back. Not that we under-
stand one another, but it’s giving and getting,
and it’s loving and affecting — me and my can-
cer; and everything in between.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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SPECIAL SAVINGS:

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

BUY 3 TIRES
AND GET ONE

FREE

See Service
| Advisor for details.

GOT TIRES?

| INCLINDES AOAD HAZARD PROTECTION, TIRE
WARRANTY, AND FREE COURTESY IRSPECTION.

1 0°/o OFF

OVER THE
COUNTER
PARTS
WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S | & ACCESSORIES

PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE S

B0 ToyotaCare
"6 %) | SERVICE & PARTS DEPT HOURS: v Customers )
@ A=yl | Monday - Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm et il
TOYOTA =

Don't Forget Your FREE Service. FAID
Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm i MERRIFIELD,VA

s 5,000 » 10,000 + 15,000 + 20,000 » 25,000

m ate ':'-.:.u';:‘:h " 4 | L) ; ¥ ¥ PERMIT NO. 772
HYEARS OF @ Mile Services
RECEVNG Cal your ASM for detals
oo% howck YOU HAVE SATURDAY OFF.

1 OF 4 DEALERSHIPS

sz | ruams EXACTLY WHY WEDONT! | ToyotaCare Plus $32990
3?50 JEffEI'SOI'I Daws Hw » A-I'E'xandna, “A 223‘]5 RECEIVE THIS HONGH Conera up 1o 4 yearaids 000 miles

LUBE, OIL, & FILTER SPECIAL |

" "ALIGNMENT SPECIAL
 GCOMPLIMENTARY ! BEARES St
$9Q95 $4495 $7 995

15 MINUTE $9Q95
NON-SYNTHETIC SYNTHETIC

ALIGNMENT Your car’s alignment suffers, and can Includes: install Gerune Toycta hort brake pads, inspect
Includes: Change o (up to 5 qts.). install Genuire Toyota

cause uneven lire wear and steering problems, front & rear rotors& drums, check fire condition and inspect all
oil fi Her, insped & adjusd all fl uid kevels and complimentary INCLUDES: Inspect suspension, ball joints, suts hardare. TCMC pads only,
rn.ib p-mrn mpﬂdlun with |:|r|nt oul. AT e e T s & Smd';s lire cuﬂdnlm and sal fira p{essure MACHINE ROTORS A.H ADDII'H.'JHM. §199.95.

SIGHT LENE WIPEH BLADES VARIABLE DISCOUNT

$5.00 OFF when you spend $35.00 - $49.99 TRUESTART™
$10.00 OFF when you spend $50.00 - $99.99
$15.00 OFF when you spend $100.00 - $199.99 BATTERY SPECIAL

Fuco 2 e ou s e ; $20.00 OFF when you spend $200.00 - $499.99 -
$50.00 OFF when you spend $500.00 or more $9995
SPRING VENTILATION SPECIAL eSS St s o o e,
$1 2995 INCLUDES BATTERY INSTALLATION

Includes: 84 month warranty,

24 month FREE replacement,
Evaporator Service using anti-bacterial foam cleanser Does ot apply to hybrid batteries
and odor eliminator. Bring back that new car smell! _ A I e L e :

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM
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