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The Maryland Department of Natural Resources plants sunflowers each spring on the McKee-Beshers Wildlife Management Area
to provide a food source for mourning doves, as well as other
wildlife species, after the plants mature and dry. After Sept. 1,
dove hunters will replace those flocking to see the sunflowers.
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News
Acres of Sunflowers in Peak Bloom Now
Site attracts
photographers and
bird watchers.
housands, maybe hundreds of
thousands, of sunflowers are
blooming right now just off of
River Road. Thousands of
people looking for a great photograph or
views of song birds or just a burst of yellow
are coming from across the region to see
the spectacle.
The Maryland Department of Natural
Resources - Wildlife and Heritage Service
plants sunflowers each spring on the McKeeBeshers Wildlife Management Area. The
primary purpose for planting sunflowers on
wildlife management areas is to provide a
food source for mourning doves, as well as
other wildlife species, after the plants mature and dry. Mourning doves are hunted
at these fields during hunting seasons that
traditionally begin on Sept. 1 and continue
through early January.
In addition to mourning doves, sunflowers and sunflower seeds are a favorite food
source for a host of other songbirds, mammals and pollinators.
Sunflowers require pollination by insects,
usually bees, to produce a seed crop. In turn,
honey bees and many species of native bees,
benefit from the abundant nectar and pollen that sunflowers produce.
The many benefits of sunflowers are lost
when they are cut or trampled by people.
These sunflowers are planted for the benefit of wildlife and regulations prohibit the
cutting, destruction or removal of any plants
from these areas. The public is welcome to
visit, admire and photograph the sunflowers in bloom. However, visitors must be responsible and ensure that their actions don’t
have negative consequences.
The 2018 sunflowers were planted on
May 3, and they are reaching peak bloom
right now as expected in mid-July.

T

See Summer, Page 5

Summer Fun

This map shows the
location of this year’s
sunflower fields that
were planted in May
and off peak blooms
in mid-July.

Map provided by
Maryland Department of
Natural Resources

Sunflowers are in peak bloom right now.

Photos by Deborah Stevens/The Almanac

Harry Sikes and Blake Aucamp at the pool in River Falls.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Photos by Mary Kimm/The Almanac

Marlena and Teddy Ginstling with Grace Lazarous on
the playground in River Falls.
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Potomac REAL ESTATE

Photos by Deb Stevens/The Almanac

May, 2018 Sales,
$1,279,000~$1,450,000

7 12500
Park Potomac
Avenue
#603S —
$1,291,000

In May 2018, 88 Potomac homes sold
between $2,150,000-$274,000.
8 8000
Cobble Creek Circle
— $1,279,000

3 9912 Bluegrass Road
— $1,300,001

r
Da

es

a ne

d

R ad

5

10724 Stapleford Hall Drive — $1,300,000
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9910 Meriden Road — $1,450,000

Address .............................. BR FB HB . Postal City . Sold Price ... Type ......... Lot AC .. PostalCode ....... Subdivision ......... Date Sold

1 9910 MERIDEN RD ............... 5 .. 5 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,450,000 ... Detached ....... 0.87 ......... 20854 ....... POTOMAC OUTSIDE ....... 05/01/18
2 12912 THREE SISTERS RD ..... 6 .. 5 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,385,000 ... Detached ....... 2.56 ......... 20854 ...... BEALLMOUNT GROVE ..... 05/31/18
3 9912 BLUEGRASS RD ............ 6 .. 5 . 2 .... POTOMAC ... $1,300,001 ... Detached ....... 0.68 ......... 20854 ........ POTOMAC VILLAGE ....... 05/01/18
4 7904 HACKAMORE DR .......... 5 .. 3 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,300,000 ... Detached ....... 0.34 ......... 20854 ............. RIVER FALLS ............ 05/21/18
5 10724 STAPLEFORD HALL DR 5 .. 3 . 2 .... POTOMAC ... $1,300,000 ... Detached ....... 0.92 ......... 20854 ....... POTOMAC OUTSIDE ....... 05/25/18
6 12205 RED CHURCH CT ........ 5 .. 4 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,298,000 ... Detached ....... 0.36 ......... 20854 .............. GLEN PARK ............. 05/31/18
7 12500 PARK POTOMAC AVE#603S 2 .. 2 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,291,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............ 20854 ..... PARK POTOMAC CODM .... 05/29/18
8 8000 COBBLE CREEK CIR ...... 5 .. 4 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,279,000 ... Detached ....... 0.19 ......... 20854 ......... POTOMAC CREST ........ 05/25/18
4

7904 Hackamore Drive — $1,300,000

4 ❖ Potomac Almanac ❖ July 18-24, 2018

Copyright 2018 MarketStats for ShowingTime. Source: Bright MLS as of June 15, 2018.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Summer Spectacle
From Page 3
The last couple of years, publicity brought a new popularity to the
sunflower fields, with hundreds of
people flocking to the fields with
cameras in tow. So it’s a good time
to emphasize a few things.
RULES:
❖ Destruction or removal of any
plants (including sunflowers) is
strictly prohibited.
❖ Parking is only allowed in designated parking areas.
❖ Do not block gates. Violators
may be towed and ticketed.
❖ Driving is only allowed on
main roads (River Road, Hunting
Quarter Road, and Sycamore
Landing Road). Only authorized or
emergency vehicles allowed behind gates.
❖ Dogs are allowed, but must
be leashed.
❖ Wildlife Management Areas
are trash-free. No trash cans are
provided. Take all trash with you.
TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL
VISIT:
❖ McKee-Beshers WMA has no
bathroom facilities, no benches and

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

no picnic tables. Plan accordingly.
❖ McKee-Beshers WMA is home
to ticks, mosquitoes and poison
ivy. Lots and lots of mosquitoes.
Long pants and shoes are recommended. Bring insect repellent.
❖ The sunflower fields can be
hard to find. Use the map above
to help navigate to the fields.
❖ Bring a step stool along to get
a higher vantage point for photographs.

Boston Pops at Cape Cod!, Aug. 10-13 ..................................................................................$969
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna, Rockville & McLean Metro, 3 nights Holiday Inn, Hyannis, Daily
breakfast & Dinner, Sightseeing & performance of the Boston Pops A few Seats still available!

Royal Caribbean Cruises from Baltimore
Call us for information & prices! 703-242-2204

“Mean Girls” on Broadway!, March 23-24 ..........................................................................$497
Includes Motorcoach transportation From Vienna & Rockville, Orchestra ticket for show, Overnight
at Millennium Broadway Hotel With porterage

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703.242-2204

1-800-556-8646

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

DIRECTIONS:
From the Capital Beltway, take
Exit 39 (River Road) west toward
Potomac. Proceed for approximately 11 miles to the intersection
of River Road and MD 112, Seneca
Road. Turn left and continue on
River Road for about 2 1/2 miles.
McKee-Beshers will be on the left
as you head west on River Road.
GPS Coordinates of sunflower
fields:
❖ Field 1 (River Road) N39.080050, W-77.374460
❖ Field 2 (Hunting Quarter
Road) – N39.079172, W77.388253
❖ Field 3 (Sycamore Landing
Road) – N39.084146, W77.413121
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Best for Family Road Trips
Top audiobook picks for long drives with children.
By Marilyn Campbell
ith summer comes
roadtrips. In fact, a
study by New York
University’s School
of Professional studies showed that
63 percent of American families will
take a vacation by car this summer.
Long stretches of interstate and
backseat time call for loading up on
audio books before hitting the road.
“Audio books are great for long
car rides and they’re much better
than video games,” said Barbara
Marshall, department chair for Education and Social Sciences at Montgomery College. “They don’t take
Photo by Marilyn Campbell
the place of actually reading a book, Audio books are helpful in passing time during a family
but there is a time and place for vacation by car.
them.
One of those times, says Marshall, is long drives Nathaniel Parker could appeal to thrill-seekers. The
without scenic views. She and others who are famil- main character, a 12-year-old named Artemis Fowl
iar with children’s literature suggest some of the best is the heir to a crime family who appears to be unbooks for family vacations by car.
usually skilled at masterminding crimes until greed
“Ghost” by Jason Reynolds and narrated by Guy threatens to ruin his most his brilliant plan. This
Lockard is a recommendation by Jennifer Rothschild, Rothschild suggestion runs 6.5 hours.
Youth Services Collection Development Librarian for
Timeless classics like “Charles and the Chocolate
Arlington Public Libraries. This
Factory” and “James and the Gi3.5 hour audio books is about a
ant Peach,” both by Roald Dahl,
gifted runner named Ghost who
are also fail-safe choices for famhas a chance to run for a prestiily road trips, says Iqbal.
gious middle school track team,
“Ghost Boys” by Jewell Parker
but is challenged to stay on track
Rhodes is a recommendation
both literally and figuratively in
from Lelia Nebeker, Book Buyer
order to reach his full potential.
at One More Page Books in ArFantasy buffs might appreciate
lington. “It’s a very short book,
— Barbara Marshall, so if you’re only driving for three
“Dealing with Dragons” by
Montgomery College hours, you can probably finish
Patricia C. Wrede, while fans of
dystopian novels might enjoy
it,” she said. “It’s from the per“Leviathan,” written by Scott Westerfeld and narrated spective of a seventh-grade black boy who is shot
by Alan Cumming, suggests Rothschild.
and killed by the police, and his ghost is telling the
Set in an alternate version of WWI, Leviathan is story of seeing the world after his death, where he
the first in a trilogy. Primary characters include Prince meets the ghost of Emmett Till. It’s a heartbreaking
Aleksander, the would-be heir to the Austro-Hungar- book, but beautifully written, well performed on the
ian throne, and Deryn, a girl who disguises herself audiobook.”
as a boy to serve in the British Air Service. The story
Despite the mature sounding premise, Nebeker says
takes off when the two cross paths.
that it’s intended for readers ages 9 and up.
History lovers might appreciate another Rothschild
“‘Avalon High by Meg Cabot’ is a fun contempopick: “Notorious Benedict Arnold” which was writ- rary take on the King Arthur myth by the prolific
ten by Steve Sheinkin and narrated by Mark Meg Cabot,” advised Nebeker. “This one does take
Bramhall. Running at 6.5 hours, this is a true story place in a high school setting, but it’s appropriate
about an American war hero who loses his career for ages 10 and up for sure. So cute and funny.”
and freedom for greater recognition.
“Two of my coworkers read ‘Love Sugar Magic: A
Music lovers might enjoy “Solo” by Kwame Dash of Trouble’ by Anna Meriano … and raved about
Alexander, says Yunna Iqbal of Scrawl Books in it,” said Nebeker.
Reston. The audio version of the New York Times
“‘Amal Unbound’ by Aisha Saeed is about a 14-yearbest selling book by the same name, tells the tale of old girl in Pakistan who becomes a servant to pay off
Blade, the son of a former rock star with a drug ad- her family’s debts,” said Nebeker. “[This is] another
diction. Intertwined with songs, the story follows book for young readers that has some mature conBlade as he tries to escape his escape his family’s tent, but is good for ages 10 and up and will start
fame and fortune.
good discussion between parents and young read“Each chapter has a specific song and story fol- ers.”
lows and that makes it good for both young kids and
“Howl’s Moving Castle” by Diana Wynne Jones and
older kids,” said Iqbal.
“A Wrinkle in Time” by Madeleine L’Engle are two
“Artemis Fowl” by Eoin Colfer, narrated by additional suggestions from Nebeker.
For a wider selection of choices, Marshall suggests
the American Library Association’s website which
offers reviews of audio books: www.ala.org/alsc/
For audio book reviews and suggestions:
awardsgrants/notalists/ncr.
www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncr

W

“Audiobooks are great
for long car rides and
much better than
video games.”

Recommendations
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Entertainment
Submit entertainment announcements at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is
noon on Friday. Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
In July: Four Exhibits at Two Locations. Through
Wednesday, July 25, gallery hours at Artists & Makers
Studios 1, 11810 Parklawn Drive, Suite 210 and Artists &
Makers Studios 2, 12276/12280 Wilkins Ave., Rockville.
Artists & Makers Studios are celebrating summer at two
locations with four exhibits, featuring Black Artists of D.C.,
Schroeder Cherry, AnaMarie Paredes, and Christopher John
Hoppe in the galleries of both studio centers. Visit
artistsandmakersstudios.com for more.
Art Exhibit: Four Seasons. Through July 28, WednesdaySaturday, noon-6 p.m. at Gallery B, 7700 Wisconsin Ave.,
Suite E, Bethesda. The exhibit will feature artwork by
Aanen Nilsen, Tea Okropiridze, Antonio Scott and Joan
Sarah Wexler. Visit www.bethesda.org for more.

NOW THROUGH AUG. 5
“Be a Good Little Widow.” At River Road Unitarian
Universalist Congregation Building, Fireside Room, 6301
River Road, Bethesda. The Unexpected Stage Company
presents a comedy about life, grief, and longing by Bekah
Brunstetter (“This Is Us,” “The Cake,” “The Oregon Trail”).
Tickets, priced $10 to $29.50, are on sale via phone at 800838-3006, online at www.unexpectedstage.org, and at the
door. Call 301-337-8290 or visit www.unexpectedstage.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 19
Sojourne (Soul). 6-8
p.m. at Veterans Park,
corner of Woodmont and
Norfolk Avenues,
Bethesda. Free. Part of
weekly outdoor concerts
produced by the Bethesda
Urban Partnership. With
food and drink by
Flanagan’s Harp & Fiddle.
Call 301-215-6660 or visit
www.bethesda.org.

FRIDAY/JULY 20

Classic Film
“Casablanca” at the Bethesda
Outdoor Movies, Wednesday,
July 15, 9 p.m. at the corner of
Norfolk and Auburn avenues in
Bethesda’s Woodmont Triangle.
Admission is free. Call 301-2156660 or visit www.bethesda.org
for more.

Family Luau Party. 45:30 p.m. at My Gym
Potomac, 11325 Seven
Locks Road, Potomac. The
Family Luau Party is an
hour and a half of fun
games, themed activities
and pizza for the family.
All ages welcome. $15,
members; $20, nonmembers. Call 301-9835300 or visit
www.mygym.com/
potomac/events for more.

POTOMAC
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SUNDAY/JULY 22

Waltz Dance. Workshop,
2:45-3:30 p.m.; dance, 3:30-6 p.m. at the Spanish Ballroom
at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Featuring the ensemble Summer Waltz Trio playing a lively
mix of folk waltzes with a few other couple dances,
including Hambo, Schottische, Swing, Tango, and Polka.
Admission is $13. No partner required. Call 202-238-0230
or 301-634-2222, or visit www.WaltzTimeDances.org.
Zoe Mulford Performs. 5:30 p.m. at Folk ‘N Great Music in
Rockville. Featuring England-based Zoe Mulford, a multiinstrumentalist live. Doors open at 5 p.m. for a pot-luck
supper. Reservations suggested as space is limited. Visit
www.folkngreatmusic.org.

TUESDAY/JULY 24
Bethesda Outdoor Movies: Remember the Titans. 9
p.m. at the corner of Norfolk and Auburn avenues in
Bethesda’s Woodmont Triangle. The Bethesda Urban
Partnership will present the 14th annual Bethesda Outdoor
Movies: Stars on the Avenue, July 24-28 with five evenings
of major motion pictures. Arrive early and bring lawn
chairs. Admission is free. Call 301-215-6660 or visit
www.bethesda.org for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 26
Bethesda Outdoor Movies: The Big Sick. 9 p.m. at the
corner of Norfolk and Auburn avenues in Bethesda’s
Woodmont Triangle. The Bethesda Urban Partnership will
present the 14th annual Bethesda Outdoor Movies: Stars on
the Avenue, July 24-28 with five evenings of major motion
pictures. Arrive early and bring lawn chairs. Admission is
free. Call 301-215-6660 or visit www.bethesda.org for
more.
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Comparatively
Speaking
By KENNETH B. LOURIE
After writing such an emotional column last
week (“A Relative Unknown”), I’m having a little
[YV\ISLÄUKPUNMVV[PUNMVYT`WLUMVY[OPZ^LLR»Z
column.
0[YLTPUKZTLVM[OV\NO[Z0OHKHIV\[JVU[PU\PUN[V^YP[LT`¸,]LY`[OPUNPUNLULYHSHIV\[
UV[OPUNPUWHY[PJ\SHY¹[OLTLKJVS\TUZ¶^OPJO0
OHKW\ISPZOLKPU;OL*VUULJ[PVUMYVT+LJLTILY [OYV\NO4H` HM[LY0YLJLP]LKT`
[LYTPUHSJHUJLYKPHNUVZPZPUSH[L-LIY\HY` 
/V^JV\SK0JVU[PU\L[V^YP[LZ\JOSPNO[^LPNO[
nonsense after being given a “13 month to two`LHY¹WYVNUVZPZ&
5V[[OH[T`PU[LU[PVU^YP[PUNMVY^HYK^HZ
L]LY[VPTTLYZL`V\YLN\SHYYLHKLYZPUZLSMPUK\SNLU[2LUU`H[OPZZLSMPTWVY[HU[^VYZ[/HYKS`
0[^HZTVYL[OH[0OHKHULLKHUKHWWHYLU[S`
HUHIPSP[`[V^YP[LHIV\[T`JHUJLYL_WLYPLUJLZ
^P[OHZPTPSHYS`SPNO[[V\JOHZ0OHKWYL]PV\ZS`
KVULZVKPZJ\ZZPUNL]LY`KH`[VWPJZKH[PUNIHJR
`LHYZVYZV
;OVZLJVS\TUZHZ`V\PUJYLKPIS`YLN\SHY
YLHKLYZTH`YLJHSSYHUNLKMYVT[OLZ\ISPTL[V
[OLYPKPJ\SV\ZPUJS\KPUNL]LY`[OPUNPUIL[^LLU
/V^L]LY[OL`UL]LYTLU[PVULKWVSP[PJZJ\YYLU[
L]LU[ZWLYZVUHSP[PLZPU[OLUL^ZVYHU`[OPUNVM
Z\IZ[HUJLX\P[LMYHURS`
;VNP]L`V\HML^L_HTWSLZ!¸(YTLKHUK
+HUNLYV\Z¹HJVS\TUHIV\[KYP]LYZ^OVKYP]L
^P[O[OLPYSLM[HYTZOHUNPUNV\[[OLKYP]LY»ZZPKL
^PUKV^VULVMT`TV[OLY»ZMH]VYP[LZ"¸:VSL
4HU¹HJVS\TUHIV\[ZLLPUNZVTHU`ZPUNSL
ZOVLZS`PUNI`[OLZPKLVM[OLYVHK"¸9LNPZ[LYPUN
H*VTWSHPU[¹HJVS\TUHIV\[[OLUL^H[[OL
[PTLZLSMJOLJRV\[YLNPZ[LYZH[Z\WLYTHYRL[Z"HUK
¸=PJ[PTVMº:V`J\TZ[HUJL»¹HJVS\TUHIV\[^O`
[OLYLHYLHS^H`ZZVTHU`WHJRL[ZVMZV`ZH\JLPU
*OPULZLJHYY`V\[HUKZVTHU`TVYLO\UKYLKZ
PUMHJ[HIV\[¸L]LY`[OPUNPUNLULYHS¯¹
-VYTL[OL`^LYL¶HUKJVU[PU\L[VILHU
HT\ZPUNKP]LYZPVUH]VJH[PVU^OPJOLUHISLKTL
[VW\YZ\LT`WHZZPVUHUKKYLHTHIV\[^YP[PUNH
Z`UKPJH[LKJSPTH[LMYVTH^HYTJSPTH[LWYLMLYHIS`VUL^P[OHUVJLHU]PL^^OPSLTHPU[HPUPUN
T`KH`QVI(KH`QVI^OPJO0Z[PSSTHPU[HPU(UK
[OV\NO[OLJOHSSLUNLMVYTHPU[HPUPUNIV[OTH`
be greater now than ever, us true believers in the
UL^ZWHWLYI\ZPULZZ^PSSJVU[PU\L[VYLHKHUK
^YP[LHZILZ[^LJHUPUWYPU[HUKVUSPUL
5V^[OYV^PUHJHUJLYKPHNUVZPZ^OPJO
H[[OLV\[ZL[^HZL_[YLTLS`KPZJV\YHNPUNHUK
`V\TPNO[^VUKLYOV^HU`VM[OPZTHRLZZLUZL
>LSSWLYOHWZP[KPKU»[)\[WLYOHWZOH]PUN[HZRZ
HUKYLZWVUZPIPSP[PLZ^HZL_HJ[S`[OLRPUKVMYLN\SHYP[`[OH[HJHUJLYWH[PLU[NP]LUHYH[OLYNYPT
WYVNUVZPZULLKLKJVUZJPV\ZS`HUKTH`ILTVYL
PTWVY[HU[S`Z\IJVUZJPV\ZS`
:VTL^OLYLPUT`OLHKVY^OLYL]LYVUL»Z
Z\IJVUZJPV\ZL_PZ[ZNVPUNVUHIV\[SPMLHZPM
UV[OPUN^HZWHY[PJ\SHYS`SPML[OYLH[LUPUNOLJR
TVYLSPRLSPMLLUKPUNH[HNLHUKHOHSMUV
SLZZWLYOHWZ^HZ[OLRPUKVMHU[PKV[LT`IVK`
ULLKLK;OV\NO[VSK[OLU¶HUKUV^[OH[[OLYL»Z
UVJ\YLMVY^OH[HPSZTL!UVUZTHSSS\UNJHUJLY
Z[HNL0=UL]LY[OLSLZZ0HTZ[PSSHSP]LUPULWS\Z
`LHYZSH[LY¸HK]VJH[PUN¹HUK¸]VJH[PUN¹
/V^L]LYTHPU[HPUPUNT`Z[H[\ZX\V"YLHKPUN
^YP[PUNHUK¸»YP[OTL[PJRPUN¹KVLZU»[NLULYHSS`
THRLTLJY`HZ^YP[PUNSHZ[^LLR»ZJVS\TUKPK
(UKPUSP]PUNSVUNLUV\NO[VL_WLYPLUJL^OH[
0^YV[LHIV\[SHZ[^LLR0HTHS^H`ZNYH[LM\S[V
^OVTL]LY^OH[L]LYWV^LYPZYLZWVUZPISLMVY
`V\YZ[Y\S`ILPUNOLYL[OLYLHUKL]LY`^OLYL
HSZVHYLMLYLUJL[V[OLUHTLVM[OLÄYZ[ZVUN
I`;OL)LH[SLZ[OH[+PUHHUK0KHUJLK[VHZ
O\ZIHUKHUK^PML
(THaPUNS`SPMLNVLZVUHZKVLZ[OPZJVS\TU
)\[MVY[\UH[LS`MVY`V\PYYLN\SHYYLHKLYZUV[MVY
much longer.
/H]L^YP[[LU[OPZMHY0[OPUR0»]L[YHUZP[PVULK
UV^MYVTHUL_[YLTLS`LTV[PVUHSL_WLYPLUJL!
TLL[PUNT`JV\ZPUMYVT(YNLU[PUH[VHU\ULTV[PVUHSUVYTHSVUL!SPMLPU[OLT\UKHULHUK
IVYPUN2LUU`SHUL(SHUL0OVWL[VJVU[PU\L[V
[YH]LS([SLHZ[0OVWLZVHU`^H`
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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