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By Mike Salmon

The Gazette

G
roveton resident Rachel
Buczynski was in a ses
sion of the women’s net-

working group “Lean In,” when
she saw how busy her fellow pro-
fessionals were, and hatched an
idea for a business to help people
in these situations. This summer,
her business “Sidekick for Hire,”
is just celebrating one year of ex-
istence, helping businesses with
marketing, planning weddings
and corporate meetings, and re-
lieving the pressure off some of the
overworked executives.

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

M
ount Vernon
School Board
Member Karen
Corbett Sanders

was elected chairwoman of Fairfax
County School Board July 12 for
the 2018-2019 school year.

Q: How do you feel about
being elected by your peers
as chair for the upcoming
school year?

A: I am honored and humbled.
It is a great school system that
prides itself on fairness and pro-

f e s s i ona l i sm ,
and delivering a
quality educa-
tion to all our
students. I intend to help make
sure we continue the tradition of
being one of the best public school
systems in the country.

Q: What are your goals as
chair?

A: One of my top goals is to get
the School Board to coalesce
around a Strategic Plan that we
are now working on. Also, to make

See Sidekick,  Page 17

See New Board Chair,

Page 16

Mount Vernon entrepreneur
celebrates one year in business.

Lending a Hand
Became Full Time Job

Rachel Buczynski

Photo by Laura Mae Sudder

Pet Gazette
“GoodBoy:” What! ... Why can’t I have treats before going to the vet?!

More photos, pages 3-6.

Corbett Sanders reviews
current educational issues.

New Board Chair
Leads Public Schools

Sanders
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The following incidents were reported by the
Mount Vernon District Police Station.

ATTEMPTED ROBBERY: 8100 block of Keeler
St., July 21, 11:20 p.m. A restaurant employee re-
ported that while he tried to deliver a pizza, an
unknown man came up from behind him and de-
manded money. The driver ran back to his car and
quickly drove away.

ROBBERY: 5700 block of Telegraph Road, July
18, 1:00 pm. A man approached the teller at a
bank, placed a bag on the counter, and demanded
money while displaying a black handgun. The man
ran away with an undisclosed amount of money,
and no one was injured. The man was described as
a black male, 25-30 years old, 5’8”, and 190 lbs. He
was wearing a neon yellow construction vest, black
pants, and a blue construction helmet.

Grand Larceny/Pursuit: 6700 block of Rich-
mond Highway, July 16, 1:40 pm. Employees
reported a man left the store with unpaid merchan-
dise. An officer in the area saw the man in a white
Ford SUV pull out of the parking lot. The officer
tried to stop the driver, who sped away in his car.
The officer followed the man until he lost sight of
the driver in traffic. He was described as a black
man in his late 50s, 6’3”, and 300 lbs.

TRAFFIC PURSUIT: Sherwood Hall Lane at
Fordson Road, July 14, 2:41 pm. An officer saw a
car involved in an earlier weapon brandishing case
where a citizen reported having a firearm pointed
at them during a traffic altercation. As officers at-
tempted to stop the car, the driver of the car drove
off. During the pursuit, the car stopped and the
driver and passenger got out and ran away. Offic-
ers caught up to the men and arrested them. A
37-year old man and a 24-year-old man, both from
Alexandria, were charged with possession of a
schedule I narcotic, possession of a firearm by a
convicted felon, and felony speed to elude.

PURSUIT: 6421 Richmond Highway, July 12,
9:12 pm. An officer attempted a traffic stop for traf-
fic infractions on a rental car. The driver failed to
stop and accelerated through a parking lot. During
the pursuit, the suspect hit two other vehicles with
his rental car. No one was injured. Our pursuit
ended at the county line as the suspect drove into
the City of Alexandria. This is an active criminal
investigation.

JULY 23 LARCENIES
8200 block of Frye Road, tool from vehicle
6100 block of Richmond Highway, backpack

from business
8600 block of Richmond Highway, liquor from

business
5800 block of Saint Gregorys Lane, keys from

residence
6700 block of Tower Drive, tires from vehicle
JULY 20 LARCENIES
6100 block of Edgewood Terrace, wallet from

vehicle
2500 block of Parkers Lane, cellphone from busi-

ness
7600 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business
JULY 19 LARCENIES
7500 block of Republic Court, property from

vehicle
7900 block of Richmond Highway, cellphone

from business
8200 block of Russell Road, merchandise from

business
6300 block of South Kings Highway, keys from

residence
JULY 18 LARCENIES
8300 block of Old Courthouse Road, cash from

business
8200 block of Richmond Highway, beer from

business
JULY 17 LARCENIES
6600 block of Fort Hunt Road, jewelry from li-

brary
2300 block of Huntington Avenue, beer from

business
2800 block of James Drive, property from resi-

dence
3100 block of Lockheed Boulevard, beer from

business
2500 block of Parkers Lane, gift card from busi-

ness
JULY 16 LARCENIES
2900 block of Arlington Drive, license plate from

vehicle
8400 block of Blankenship Street, license plates

from vehicles
3800 block of El Camino Place, cash from resi-

dence

Crime
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

 7/31/18.

 7/31/18.

 7/31/18.

 7/31/18.

 7/31/18.

 7/31/18.  7/31/18.

 7/31/18.

 7/31/18.

 7/31/18.
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