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News

By Steve Hibbard

F
or his Eagle Scout project, Connor Whalen,
17, of Centreville’s Walney Glen community,
renovated the special ed greenhouse located

behind Centreville High School, which had been van-
dalized. The project involved fixing the side panels
that were missing, fixing the door, making flower
beds and building benches.

“I just wanted to help out the community the best
I could. I feel really great about it considering it’s
helping out the special ed program at Centreville
High,” said Connor, a rising senior at CVHS. “It’s
going to make an impact and get them outside and
help them by enhancing their school and helping
them to be able to learn.”

Connor, the youngest son of Patti and Kevin
Whalen, has three older brothers who are Eagle
Scouts: Sean, 26, Matt, 23, and Ryan, 21.

A Boy Scout with Troop 17, affiliated with the
Centreville Volunteer Fire Department, Connor got
the idea for the project from his varsity football coach,
Tommy Lamb, who is also a special ed teacher at
CVHS. He spent two months planning the project
and organized about 20 Scouts in building new pan-
els, benches, and flower beds — at a cost of around
$1,200. The Remington Mulch Co. donated the mulch
and top soil and Loew’s gave a discount on the land-
scaping timber for the flower beds and pressure-
treated timber for the benches.

The Scouts took three days to complete everything
— July 7, 12, 14 — making the flower beds, install-
ing the fences, staining the benches and fixing the
panels. On the last day, it was mostly his family mem-
bers who helped complete everything. His Scoutmas-
ter Kevin Gaughan provided guidance with the
project.

All in all, Connor spent about 30 hours planning
everything — emailing the District representative,
consulting with his Scoutmaster, buying the materi-
als — and then 12 hours to complete the whole
project.

“With Connor, he’ll be the fourth son of the Whalen
family to make his Eagle Scout Project, so we’re all

proud that on his own initiative he found a mean-
ingful Eagle project to benefit the local community
and that he found one benefitting the special educa-
tion department of the school,” said dad Kevin
Whalen, who is the assistant scoutmaster. “They were
proud of him for finding that project and organizing
it and getting his team together and working with
Coach Lamb. He got his older brothers together —
Sean, Matt, and Ryan — who all achieved their Eagle
status and did projects in the Centreville area.”

The greenhouse is now finished but Connor still
has to complete a few merit badges and meet with
the District representatives to go over final details of
the project. He hasn’t set a date yet for his Eagle
Court of Honor.

In addition to Scouts, Connor is active at
Centreville High School in football, where he plays
outside linebacker, and baseball (outfielder). He also
works part-time as a landscaper for Whalen Land-
scaping, which sponsored the project.

Connor Whalen’s Eagle Scout Project volunteers included (from left): Phillip
Schneider, Kevin Whalen, Matt Whalen, Jon Bitto, Connor Whalen, Ryan Whalen,
Chris Doyle, and Alan Schneider.

Volunteers repair the special ed green-
house at Centreville High School during
the completion of Connor Whalen’s Eagle
Scout project last month.

Eagle Scout Repairs Greenhouse
At Centreville High, Connor Whalen also fixes
panels and door, builds flower bed and benches.
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See Meet FCPS,  Page 5

News

By Steve Hibbard

Centre View

A
fter working 29 years in educa-
tion, Charles “Chip” Deliee, 50,
of Warrenton took over the prin-
cipal job at Centre Ridge Elemen-

tary in Centreville on July 27, replacing
Margo Dias-Pareja who transferred to Fort
Belvoir Primary Elementary School.

Deliee will oversee 800 students and
about 90 staff at Centre Ridge, which is in
the Centreville Pyramid. The school has an
ethnic breakdown of 23 percent white stu-
dents; 37 percent Hispanic; 12 percent
Black; and 23 percent Asian based on 2016-
17 stats. There are 17 percent percent of
students in special education and 54 per-
cent on free or reduced meals.

“It’s a very diverse population. We don’t
have a majority so we represent several dif-
ferent countries. About 31 percent are En-
glish language learners — with English as
their second language. With that, the popu-
lation comes from a variety of backgrounds,
countries and experiences, so we work hard
to celebrate that diversity and give every-
body the opportunity to celebrate their
background and diversity,” he said.

Centre Ridge is a Title 1 school because
of the number of free and reduced lunch
students, so they focus on school supports
to be able to support the families in the com-
munity. “We have a large amount of school-
based resources — a parent resource cen-
ter that supports the families in the com-
munity and we work with the parent liai-
sons,” he said.

He added: “Our focus is on the ‘Portrait
of the Graduate’ skills and we spend a lot

of time on project-based learn-
ing for students, communica-
tion, collaboration, and team-
work, so within our classrooms,
the students spend a lot of time
in small groups.”

Some of the special programs
at Centre Ridge include a Heri-
tage Night in the spring where
the community comes together
wearing international costumes
and sharing food from their
native countries. There’s also
RAM Night — Reading and
Math Night — as well as a PTA-
sponsored Bingo Night and
Family Movie Night at the
school.

One of his focuses is reach-
ing out to the community to in-
crease the impact on families: “I’m looking
more for the school to go into the commu-
nity instead of asking the community to
come to us — looking at having meetings
in different areas in the community where
I would go out and meet with community
members.”

He added: “As a principal, it’s providing
the resources for our students and families
and staff to allow them to be successful
here. That’s the biggest challenge — to
make sure everything is in place so every-
body can be successful.”

His personal goal as principal is to in-
crease community involvement. He also
wants to empower students to feel success-
ful and learn to really love learning.

“And that’s the biggest one — to get our
students to love learning every day,” he said.
“For the staff, my goal is to be able to pro-
vide opportunities for them and resources
for them to come together as a school-wide
team and be able to build the relationships
with their students.”

What he loves most about the job is the
people, he said. “I got into teaching origi-
nally to work with students and 29 years

later it’s still the thing that excites me ev-
ery day — getting to work with the students,
the families and the staff. It’s something new
every day and I look forward to it,” he said.

He works closely with the PTA and meets
with them every month to go over business.
He said they are very involved by sponsor-
ing activities and helping to organize class-
room supply lists. “I hope we can continue
to increase the membership and provide an
opportunity for families to be able to come
in the school and feel like they have the
opportunity to support their child,” he said.

According to Dr. Angela G. Atwater, as-
sistant superintendent, Region 4: “Mr.
Deliee, as the new principal of Centre Ridge
Elementary School, is known to possess a
leadership style of clear communication,
consistency and collaboration. Mr. Deliee’s
transition from assistant principal to prin-
cipal has allowed the school to continue
working without interruption. Mr. Deliee
recognizes the needs of the Centre Ridge
community and the students, staff and par-
ents trust his leadership. Mr. Deliee believes
that building relationships is key to student
success. He values community outreach and

will continue to seek opportu-
nities to bring the community
resources into the school.”

Added David Jagels, princi-
pal of Centreville High School:
“I have known Chip since he
was a teacher and coach at
West Springfield High School.
Chip has always been kid-cen-
tered in all that he does. He
has the ability to build strong
relationships with everyone he
meets. He is emotionally intel-
ligent and compassionate,
which will make him a great
leader. It is an honor to have
him with us in the Centreville
pyramid. We have already be-
gun to collaborate and he is
already having an impact. I am

excited to be working with him.”
Deliee grew up in Burke and graduated

from Lake Braddock Secondary. He earned
a degree in special education from James
Madison University and started his career
as a special ed teacher at West Springfield
High School where he helped coach boys’
soccer and girls’ basketball.

From there he went to the Fairfax County
Central Office, in the Professional Learning
and Accountability branch. He then held
assistant principal positions at Saratoga and
Centre Ridge before taking on the princi-
pal job there.

“Being the assistant principal has helped
me with the transition and allowed me to
start to focus on specific areas that I know
we need to continue to develop at the
school. It’s really special place and I’m re-
ally excited to be the principal because the
community and staff are amazing,” he said.

Deliee is married to wife Sharon of 23
years; the couple has three children:
Brendan, 22; Kristopher, 20; and Amanda,
16.  He also has a brother, Kevin, who
teaches at West Springfield with his wife
Madeleine.

Deliee Leads Centre Ridge Elementary
Will oversee diverse
population of 800
students, 90 staff.

Charles “Chip” Deliee is the new principal of Centre
Ridge Elementary School.
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By Andrea Worker

Centre View

T
he Family and Student Ombudsman is a new
position in the Fairfax County Public School
(FCPS) system. Last May, announcing the es-

tablishment of the office and the selection of then-
principal of Pine Spring Elementary School Armando
Peri Jr. as the first ombudsman, FCPS Superinten-
dent Scott Brabrand said, “We are committed to pro-
viding an unbiased point of contact for all student
issues. We believe the creation of this new position
will provide families another resource to assist in

positive outcomes and resolutions of concerns.”
“Armando will bring a wealth of invaluable expe-

rience as both principal and counselor to this role,”
Brabrand said.

In addition to a bachelor of arts from Saint Charles
Seminary, a Psy.S. in school psychology, and a mas-
ter of arts in developmental psychology, Peri also
brings more than 23 years of experience as an FCPS
employee.

Peri has worked as a school psychologist at all lev-
els with the FCPS, and as an educational specialist
in the former Office of Minority Student Achieve-
ment before his appointment as assistant principal
at Parklawn Elementary School, then Irving Middle
School, and most recently as principal at Pine Spring
before accepting the ombudsman position.

“Actually, I applied for the role,” Peri said. “I truly
see how valuable this office can be. As an FCPS par

Schools Provide New Resource for Parents, Students
FCPS Office of the Family
and Student Ombudsman
up and running.

“We’re open for business,” said Armando Peri, om-
budsman for the newly created Fairfax County Public
Schools’ Office of the Family and Student. School
opens this week, but Peri and Carla Dallas, the
department’s administrative assistant, have already
been handling calls.
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Opinion

By David Broder

President, SEIU Virginia 512

T
his Labor Day, while some of us at-
tend barbeques or spend quality
time with our families, millions of
Americans will go to work.

Americans are now working longer hours for
lower wages. Despite an increase in our edu-
cational attainment, fewer of us have paid sick
days, parental leave or employer-based
healthcare. Even fewer of us have retirements
we can count on.

Unions are a solution to our broken economy.
Working people who form unions with their

co-workers earn higher wages, have better
health care, have more secure retirements, and

are safer on the job.
The statistics are over-

whelming. Working people
in unions earn 30 percent

more than their non-union counterparts, and
are nearly five times more likely to have a guar-
anteed pension. Women workers who are
union members earn nearly $9,000 a year more
than their non-union counterparts. For African-
American workers, the union differential is also
about $9,000, and for Latino workers the

yearly advantage is more than $11,000.
Unions have made all the difference in my

family’s life.
I’m the great-grandson of eastern European

Jewish immigrants, who fled anti-Semitic vio-
lence, and came to this country with nothing.
Thanks to my grandparents’ union, my father
was able to go to college. Thanks to my
mother’s teachers union (in which she was a
powerful leader), our family never had to
choose between seeing a doctor and putting
food on the table, and my parents can now
retire and live with dignity.

It’s no wonder that more people are speak-
ing out, organizing and voting for the rights to
form a union.

Across the country, in deeply-conservative
states like Oklahoma and West Virginia, union
teachers and community allies have success-
fully mobilized for improvements to our edu-
cation system, teacher pay and workers’ rights.

Here in Virginia in 2016, a bipartisan major-
ity of voters rejected the anti-worker constitu-
tional amendment known as “right to work,”
while last month, voters in Missouri rejected
the state’s right-to-work law by a 2:1 margin.

Across the country, 61 percent of Americans
support unions, according to a recent Gallup

Poll. Young workers are even more support-
ive, and are joining unions in record numbers,
in order to fix a broken economy.

When workers join together to form unions,
we all benefit.

Strong unions raise wages, improve health
care, and expand retirement security for all
workers, union and non-union. Unions have
played important roles in the civil rights move-
ment and women’s rights movement, and con-
tinue today to fight for racial, immigrant and
environmental justice.

Here in Northern Virginia, unions have
helped lead fights to raise wages, increase
mental health funding, create jobs, and ensure
health care for up to 400,000 people through
Medicaid Expansion.

So, this Labor Day, whether you’re enjoying
a burger with family and friends or you’re hard
at work at your job (or maybe your second or
third job), I invite you to join us.

Let us all unite together on our jobs, in our
communities, and at the polls this November,
to demand a better economic future for all
people!

Learn more at AmericaNeedsUnions.org
David Broder is the president of SEIU Virginia 512, a

union of home care providers, and county employees in
Fairfax and Loudoun.

America Needs Unions

Commentary

Canoe Journey
In late-July, four Troop 30 Scouts from Centreville and Westfield High School and Stone Middle School spent five

days canoeing 53 miles in Adirondack State Park in upstate New York. The Scouts and four adults paddled the 50-
plus miles along the historic Racquette River, Upper Lake, and Tupper Lake. Much of the trip was in a wildlife preserve
with few signs of civilization and the Scouts planned, packed, paddled and navigated the entire trip through diverse
weather conditions from cool pleasant days on flat water to windy lake crossing dealing with waves. The Scouts also
had to carry their canoe and gear 1.3 miles around Raquette Falls. Scouts included Marcus Wear, John Simmons,
William Torres, and James Torres. Adult advisors were Mike Wear, Sergio Torres, Jeff Paschetag, and Mark Paschetag.
Troop 30 is a mid-sized troop chartered by Centreville Presbyterian Church. Visit www.troopwebhost.org/
Troop30Centreville/Index.htm
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Need Practical
Solutions
To the Editor:

In late July, a tragic shooting
took place in Toronto, killing two
people and injuring 13 others. The
shooter was identified as a man
named Faisal Hussain, who later
committed suicide. According to
CBC news, the city has had 228
shootings in 2018 thus far, a 17

percent increase from this time in
2017. And 29 of the shootings in
2018 have been fatal.

It is not just the United States
with a festering gun control prob-
lem, but Canada and other coun-
tries as well. In fact, Canada has
the fourth highest gun homicide
rate. Needless to say, the most re-
cent tragic incident has reignited
the debate on gun violence and
stirred the opinions of gun own-
ers and gun control activists. And

that’s actually a good thing, be-
cause discussing this issue can
help bring awareness about the
dangerous realities of gun vio-
lence, and the staggering amount
of people, children especially, who
are subjected to it. And only
through frank discussion can we
find practical solutions.

I agree with Toronto Police Chief
Mark Saunders who said, “There
are some huge benefits that can
happen as a result of this if we re-

ally are brave enough to have a
full-some discussion and not just
say, ‘Police fix this.’”

I hope the aftermath of these
shootings can open doors for citi-
zens and law enforcement officials
to come together and create pre-
ventive measures to tackle gun
violence, before someone can pick
up a gun and strike again.

Sabiha Basit
Centreville
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Letter to the Editor

THURSDAY/SEPT. 6
SYA Notice of Annual Board

Meeting. 7 p.m. at the Centreville
Regional Library, 14200 St Germain
Dr., Centreville. The Southwestern
Youth Association will be holding its
annual Executive Board of Directors
Election Meeting. The SYA Executive
Board of Directors positions are for a
one-year term and include the
following positions: President, Vice-
President, Secretary and Treasurer.
Nominations are currently being
accepted and may be submitted to
the SYA Office at
admin@syayouthsports.org.
Applicants must be in good standing
with SYA and at least 21 years of age.
This meeting is open to the
community. Contact the SYA Office
at 703-815-3362 or
admin@syayouthsports.org with any
questions.

ESL Class Registration. 7 p.m. at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s two
campuses: Fairfax Campus, 5114
Twinbrook Road, Fairfax; or Clifton
Campus, 13421 Twin Lakes Drive,
Clifton. Registration fee $15; Text
book $25. Class meets Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 7-9 p.m.; start date is
on Sept. 11 and ends Nov. 15, 2018.
Call 703-323-9500 or visit
www.lordoflifeva.org.

Bulletin Board
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From Page 3

Meet FCPS Ombudsman
ent for 16 years, if I am still

learning and have to do some re-
search for resources on occasion,
I’m sure there are parents out
there who could use our help in
navigating the system from time
to time.”

So what will the ombudsman
bring to FCPS parents, students,
teachers and faculty and staff?

“It’s important that people un-
derstand just what an ombudsman
is, and what an ombudsman can
and cannot do. In our first encoun-
ter with anyone who contacts us,
we will first listen carefully and re-
spectfully to their issues, and then
make clear what the strengths and
the limitations of our office are.
In any case, we will always seek
to provide information, resources
and options,” he said.

The International Ombudsman
Association lists four key elements
in its Standards of Practice: inde-
pendence, neutrality and impar-
tiality, confidentiality, and infor-
mality.

As applied to the new FCPS of-
fice, Peri says those four principles
mean that his office is a safe place
to bring concerns, complaints or
issues that will remain as confiden-
tial as the parent or student wish
them to be.

Unless failure to disclose infor-
mation could pose an imminent
risk or danger to students or oth-
ers, “we will only share informa-
tion with the permission of those

who ask for our assistance,” Peri
said. “And no topic is off the table.”

The ombudsman does want to
make clear that his office does not
have the power to make appeal
decisions, change policies or take
specific actions on behalf of fami-
lies or students. “We can’t do those
things or directly advise, but we
can help both navigate the system
and connect them with the right
people. Our goal is to educate and
help people find options and make
decisions being well-informed.”

The office will analyse trends to
assist the FCPS in developing fu-
ture strategies and improve sys-
tems and communications, But
Peri is adamant that nothing about
the Ombudsman’s Office is to be a
“blame game,” but to work in tan-
dem with all involved to secure the
best, most positive outcomes. Of
course, Peri added, “If we recog-
nize problems through our work,
we will help address them, but our
number one priority is really to
give parents the knowledge to be
confidently active in their kids’
education.”

PERI’S OFFICE is prepared to
help with whatever parents or stu-
dents need. “It doesn’t have to be
a major issue. Sometimes parents
just need help with a form, or in-
formation about resources for
their children. We are here to help
with things like that, as well.”

Peri will be assisted by adminis-
trative assistant Carla Dallas, who

G
irls on the Run of NOVA
has two new members on
its board of directors:

Chris Holland and Christine Klein.
“Chris and Christine have

greatly supported our organiza-
tion in a number of ways prior to
their appointments to our board.
They bring experience, expertise
and new energy to the table. We
are excited to continue to work
with them in this new role as we
work to inspire every girl across
the Northern Virginia region to be
strong and confident,” said Katey
Comerford, GOTR NOVA’s execu-
tive director.

Klein is currently senior vice
president, meetings and business
partnerships at the National De-
fense Industrial Association. She
is a past coach for Girls on the Run
and currently serves at the chair
of Strong Girls Celebration for
GOTR NOVA. “The opportunity to
be involved and contribute to an
organization that promotes a

healthy lifestyle and an environ-
ment for girls to be strong and
confident is extremely gratifying
and a pleasure,” said Klein.

Holland comes to GOTR NOVA’s
board as a service area manager
for Wegmans Food Markets at the
Chantilly store. He also leads the
company’s community outreach in
the Northern Virginia area. Hol-
land has been an active supporter
of GOTR NOVA programming in
recent years as someone who be-
lieves in giving back to one’s
greater community. Holland said,
“I personally and professionally
work hard to help families live
healthier, better lives. I am excited
about the opportunity to further
these efforts through my new role
with GOTR NOVA.”

GOTR NOVA’s Fall 2018 season
will begin the week of Sept. 24
with registration now open. For
more information about the Fall
2018 registration, visit
www.gotrnova.org.

Girls on the Run Gains
Two New Board Members

also brings years of FCPS experi-
ence to the new venture, includ-
ing a tenure in the
Superintendent’s Office.

To get better acquainted with
the ombudsman and learn more
about the Office of the Family and
Student, check out Peri’s “Meet the
Ombudsman” YouTube video and
visit the website at www.fcps.edu/
ombudsman. Recah Peri Dallas at
571-423-4014.

www.Holytrinityhtp.org

Join us for Mass

Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
in

St. Timothy Episcopal Church
432 Van Buren Street
Herndon, VA 20170

St. Timothy Episcopal Church

Member of the Catholic Apostolic 
Church in North America (CACINA)

Independent Catholic Church

Holy Trinity Parish
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Entertainment

The Bull Run Park venue offers plenty of room for Bi-
chons and their families.

2018 Bichon Bash
The Bichon Bash is a family friendly event where Bichons can play together in a

safe outdoor area, and experts can provide advice on the breed. This is an annual
fundraiser for the Bichon Frise Club of America rescue group, a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization. Bichons only. Sunday, Sept. 16, 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Bull Run Park,
7700 Bull Run Drive, Centreville. $15 pre-register online; $20 at gate; $5 children
under 12. Call 703-401-9551 or www.bichonbash.org.
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Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

SUNDAY/AUG. 26
Big Band Performance. 4:15-5 p.m.

at Steven F. Udvar Hazy Center,
14390 Air and Space Museum
Parkway, Chantilly. The Loudoun
Jazz Ensemble returns to the Udvar-
Hazy Center to perform a big band
concert by the space shuttle. Parking
is free after 4 p.m. Free. Call 703-
801-5866 or visit
ljemanager.wixsite.com/ljewebsite
for more.

THROUGH SEPTEMBER
Swift Action to Protect Migratory

Birds. Sully Historic Site is home to
a new family: chimney swifts. These
small, migratory birds recently
moved into the chimney of the
original 18th century kitchen and
made a temporary home. It is illegal
to disturb the birds, their nests or
eggs. To protect the birds for the next
six to eight weeks, Sully will do its
part with some minor programming
changes. To learn more about swifts,
visit any of Fairfax County Park
Authority’s five nature centers. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully
or call 703-437-1794.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 1
Help Feed the Animals. 10-11 a.m.

at Ellanor C. Lawrence Park is
located at 5040 Walney Road,
Chantilly. Join a naturalist for
“Feeding Day” and search for worms
and insects to feed to the nature
center’s animals. Make a birdfeeder
to continue feeding animals at home.
$8 per child. Designed for
participants age 4-13. Call 703-631-
0013 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/eclawrence.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 2
Lego/Potomac Module Crew HO

Model Train Display. Noon-4
p.m. at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. Lego/Potomac
Module Crew HO Model Train
Display. Ages 16 and older, $4; 5-15,
$2; 4 and under, free. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org,
www.facebook.com/FFXSRR, or call
703-425-9225.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 6
Life on the Farm. 4-5 p.m. at Frying

Pan Farm Park, 2739 West Ox Road,
Herndon. Play an active role in
helping care for Frying Pan Farm
Park in the monthly “Junior Farmer
Fun” program. Family members age 5
to adult explore topics such as caring
for farm animals, tinkering with farm
machinery, and learning the
importance of Frying Pan’s crops and
gardens. There’s a new topic each
session as participants go behind-the-
scenes to help farmers with their
work. $8 per person. Children must
be accompanied by a registered
adult. Call 703-437-9101 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/frying-
pan-park.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 9
Wine Tasting. 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at

The Winery at Bull Run, 15950 Lee
Highway, Centreville. The Northern
Virginia Conservation Trust (NVCT)
will be hosting an exclusive wine
tasting in celebration of a critical
effort made to conserve historic
property adjacent to The Winery at
Bull Run. The Stonebridge Property,
located next to the winery and the
Manassas National Battlefield, is
officially conserved in perpetuity.

Visit www.wineryatbullrun.com.
One-hour Tours. 1-4 p.m. at the

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum volunteers will conduct one-
hour tours (beginning at 1:15 and
2:45 p.m.) of the area immediately
around the Museum in the historic
Fairfax Station village to help visitors
learn what life was like when it was
an active depot. Ages 16 and older,
$4; 5-15, $2; 4 and under, free. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org,
www.facebook.com/FFXSRR, or call
703-425-9225.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 15
Ride to Thrive Polo Classic. 1 p.m.

at Chetwood Park in The Plains, Va.
The Northern Virginia Therapeutic
Riding Program (NVTRP) will hold
the 12th Annual Ride to Thrive Polo
Classic. Participants will enjoy an
afternoon of polo, live and silent
auctions, music, drinks and dining on
a private estate. This event will
benefit NVTRP’s mission to provide
equine-assisted activities to children
and adults with disabilities, youth-at-
risk, military service personnel and
their families. $85. Visit
www.nvtrp.org/polo-classic.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 16
ASHA-JYOTHI 5K Run. 8 a.m. at

Fairfax Corner, 4100 Monument
Corner Drive, Fairfax. After months
of research and planning, Asha-Jyothi
has donated over $106,000 to
Chantilly High School towards the
construction of a state of the art
innovation lab so that all students at
CHS will have the opportunity to
explore STEAM skills. Asha-Jyothi
sponsors an annual 5K Run/Walk in
locations throughout the United
States. A discounted price of $10
(regular price $25) will be given to
participants from Chantilly High
School. To sign up, participating
students and/or their families may
visit www.asha-jyothi.org/5K-
registration-form/?event_id=8135.

NTRAK Scale Model Train Show. 1-
4 p.m. at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. The Northern
Virginia NTRAK members will hold a

N gauge model train show. Ages 16
and older, $4; 5-15, $2; 4 and under,
free. Visit www.fairfax-station.org or
call 703-425-9225.

Wedgwood Society Meeting. 2-3:30
p.m. at Total Wine & More, 13055-C
Lee Jackson Highway, Chantilly.
Wedgwood’s Portrait Medallions:
Famous (and some not so famous)
Faces. Jeffrey Hoffman, a longtime
Wedgwood collector and researcher,
will speak about the Portrait
medallions produced by the
Wedgwood Company from the 1770s
until the present. Light refreshments
are served after the meeting. Open to
the public. Free. Email
19pan78@gmail.com or visit
www.WedgwoodDC.org for more.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 21
OLGC Golf Classic. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. at

Westfields Golf Club, 13940 Balmoral
Greens Ave., Clifton. A fun-filled day
with contests, food, and company. All
proceeds benefit Tuition Assistance at
OLGC School. Registration deadline
is Sept. 7. $200 Visit
www.olgcva.org/fellowship/golf-
classic for more.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 21-23
Capital Home Show. Friday-

Saturday, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sunday, 11
a.m.-6 p.m. at Dulles Expo Center,
4320 Chantilly Shopping Center,
Chantilly. More than 250 companies
will be on hand to showcase the
latest products and services in home
remodeling, renovation, home décor
and redesign. Headlining will be
Vern Yip, star of “Trading Spaces.”
$3-$10. Visit capitalhomeshow.com.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 23
Memories of the Orange and

Alexandria RR. 1-4 p.m. at the
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. A special exhibit in
cooperation with the Burke Historical
Society will highlight the legacy of
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad -
the railroad the Fairfax Station was
constructed to service. Ages 16 and
older, $4; 5-15, $2; 4 and under,
free. Visit www.fairfax-station.org or
call 703-425-9225.
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Having recently been infused three weeks after my 
last treatment, no guarantee given certain lab results, 
I am now on track to have one more infusion before 
my Sept. 26 CT scan. The plan is, per my “Progressing 
But So Am I” column (8/15/18), to triple the amount 
of medicine I will have received before my next scan. 
This will compare quite favorably to the one infusion I 
received prior to my July 25 scan. 

Moreover, as I’ve considered the previous quarter’s 
infusion schedule trying to understand possible 
reasons for the 10-percent-ish tumor growth which 
occurred, I’ve come up with a hopefully plausible 
explanation. Other than that’s what cancer so often 
does, that is. 

As my previous years of scans continued to show 
“stable,” my oncologist and I kept increasing the 
interval between infusions trying to strike a balance 
between treating the cause and me living with the 
effect. Over these years, we’ve gradually extended 
those infusion intervals from every three weeks, 

seven-week intervals, all the while maintaining my 
quarterly CT schedule. 

Apparently, we’ve now struck out, so to speak 
and for the moment at least, we’re in sort of a limbo. 
(Hopefully the bar isn’t set so incredibly low that we 
can’t slide under it.)

As for minimizing the growth, could the solution 
be as simple as more medicine? 

As to what my oncologist thinks of this assess-
ment, I’ve not mentioned to him as I’ve only recently 
theorized it (maybe he knew already and that’s what 
contributed to his suggestion that we follow this 
course of treatment/action). 

We did discuss changing medicines, but he was 
afraid of the side effects it might cause. We also 
discussed if he’d had other patients who had experi-
enced tumor growth after a period of stability — like 
me, who after increasing the frequency of the previ-
ously stabilizing drug showed stable once again. He 
said he had – so, rather than presume all is lost, we’ve 
agreed to go forward into the great semi unknown. 
An “unknown” that will likely end in late September 
when my next scan’s results will be reported.

Now that you know the foundation for this 
column, let me address the substance behind it.There 
is a scenario which worries me. It’s premature I grant 

-
cially when it involves cancer/your life. 

Still, if I’ve learned anything from my oncologist, 
it is that discussing scenarios before the evidence 

until the actual results are in is better. More accurate 
anyway. 

Despite what I’ve been told, this patient might 
not be able to be so patient. Ergo: What if my late 
September scan shows growth — again? What if, 
even after tripling the amount of medicine I infuse, 

than ever before? 
I’d have to say that development would be a 

problem and a bit more disappointing than July’s scan 
results. If that result in fact occurs, would that square 
me at a crossroads? I would think. Would that result 
obliterate the false sense of security I may have had? 
Hardly. Cancer patients don’t have a sense of security, 
false or otherwise. We have a sense of inevitability.

forward through this cycle of potentially impending 
gloom. Right now, nothing has happened. Right 
now, nothing has been determined. I don’t feel any 
different than before and I don’t believe I have any of 
the symptoms my oncologist has advised me about. I 
still have an appetite and I’m certainly not losing any 
weight. 

I expect to have one more infusion before this 
next scan, and to feel the usual post-chemotherapy 
side effects that I do and then recover and feel as I do 
today: pretty well. One month, exactly, from the date 
I’m writing this column, to the date of my next scan 
and hopefully just a few days later for the results.

What worries me most is, sometimes the human 
body has a mind of its own, and despite the best of 
intentions and treatment, it is, to quote my late moth-
er, “Enough already.”

Present and
Future Danger

News

By Bonnie Hobbs

A
PO Ed Pouncey
was selected as
the Sully District

Police Station’s Officer of
the Month for April. He
was honored at a recent
meeting of the station’s
Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee.

Writing the letter nominating Pouncey for
this award was retired 2nd Lt. Boyd Thomp-
son, currently a logistics technician with the
station. He said he chose Pouncey because
of his “outstanding and dedicated service
to the maintenance of the Sully District Sta-
tion cruiser fleet, over the past three years.”

According to Thompson, Pouncey has
“faithfully reported to duty every Monday
since his retirement — and then comes in
additionally every Tuesday and Wednesday,
if needed,” to assist him on a variety of tasks
that are critical to maintaining the police
station’s vehicle fleet.

“Ed ensures that cars requiring routine
service, or in need of repair, make it to
Jermantown Garage,” wrote Thompson.
“And he stays around throughout the day
to ensure that any cruiser that has its ser-
vice completed is returned to service im-
mediately.”

Thompson also noted that, in addition to
that task, Pouncey performs several other
duties. These include tending to camera-
and radio-repair issues, traveling through-
out the county to do tasks such as trail-bike
maintenance at the Newington Facility, and
waiting for job repairs which ensure that
cruisers do not have to be placed out of ser-
vice.

“Ed is also counted on by others at Sully
to retrieve items, whether at OSB [the Po-
lice Department’s Operations Support Bu-
reau] Headquarters or even at the airport,”
wrote Thompson.

“He also is very active in training and rou-
tinely signs up for classes at the Criminal
Justice Academy. And he even finds time to
volunteer for Police Auxiliary-related train-
ing [and handle] volunteer requests, on
occasion.”

“Without hesitation, Ed’s commitment
leads to excellent cruiser-fleet readiness, on
a day-in, day-out basis,” continued Thomp-
son. “And this is key to our station main-
taining a fleet of ready cruisers with little
or no down time.

His assistance allows me to focus on other
critical issues, knowing that our fleet is al-
ways in good hands.”

Counting Pouncey’s Auxiliary time prior
to becoming a sworn officer, he was recog-
nized in 2017 as having volunteered more
than 5,000 hours.

So, wrote Thompson, “It is an honor and
a privilege to recognize APO Ed Pouncey
for his commitment as the Officer of the
Month for April 2018.”

Pouncey
Honored
As Officer of Month.

Pouncey
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News

By Wallicia Gill

And Brad Swanson

This article first appeared in The Blue View
www.blueview.org. It has been slightly edited.

L
ocal experts say that Northern Vir-
ginia is a teen sex trafficking
hotspot, but most people know
very little about this growing

crime. A better understanding among the
public will help to combat the problem,
agree both police and victims advocates

MORE THAN 100
LOCAL VICTIMS A YEAR

According to law enforcement records
compiled by the Northern Virginia Human
Trafficking Task Force, approximately 500
sex trafficking victims were “identified” –
brought to the attention of law enforcement
– in northern Virginia in the 4-year period
from January 2013 to February 2017.
That averages to about 125 sex trafficking
victims identified in the area per year. Ex-
perts believe that only a small minority of
trafficking victims are brought to light, but
they don’t have good insight into what the
fraction really is. The trend in identifying
victims in the region is upward, and experts
believe the practice is growing, but some
part of the increase may also come from
more awareness and better discovery.
Of the approximately 140 sex trafficking
victims identified in the year from January
2016 to February  2017, the latest data
available, most were female, but a signifi-
cant minority were not. Experts say boys
and young men, especially from the LGBTQ
community, are as vulnerable to trafficker
recruiting as girls and young women – and
less likely to come forward.
The average age of sex trafficking victims
in the USA is 12-to-15 years, but in this area
the average appears to be somewhat higher,
15-18. Consequently, only about a third of

the total identified last year were techni-
cally juveniles, but the average age of the
“adult” victims is not available.
The ethnic backgrounds of sex trafficked
women typically mirror that of the region,
and this appears to be the case for this area
as well. In broad socioeconomic terms, girls
in poverty, dysfunctional families and neigh-
borhoods with more crime appear more
susceptible to becoming trafficking victims,
although high income and stable family life
are no  barrier.

“Any victim I have personally met from
Northern Virginia is upper income demo-
graphic,” said Teresa Hartnett, coordinator
of the Trafficking Task Force, which brings
together law enforcement agencies, govern-
ment agencies and nongovernmental orga-
nizations in the fight against trafficking.
Vulnerability is the key to understanding
why girls and young women get trapped
into sex trafficking, according to Kay
Duffield, who serves both as co-chair of the
Victims’ Services Committee of the Traffick-
ing Task Force and executive director of the
non-profit Northern Virginia Human Traf-
ficking Initiative. Girls are not kidnapped
off the street and bound in chains. The typi-
cal pattern is for a girl who is lonely, un-
happy, rebellious, adventurous, or some
combination, to meet a trafficker, who poses
as a friend and over time gains influence
through empathy, attention and acceptance.
The initial meetings typically happen on-
line or in shopping malls or other public
places. The trafficker is patient, waiting for
the payoff from a successful recruitment.
After winning a girl’s trust, a typical tactic
is for the trafficker to break her will by rap-

ing her, or staging a gang rape, sometimes
filming the episode for blackmail, accord-
ing to Hartnett. Drugs are another method
of control. Also common is threatening
harm to family members if the victim comes
forward. But some victims are ensnared by
emotional dependence, or fear, without
strong-arm tactics being necessary. Often
the victim keeps up a show of normality —
going to school, spending time with her
family — while she is being subjected in
her unsupervised time to involuntary sex.
The average period of being trafficked, is
difficult to determine. In some cases, after
a few instances, the victim is deemed un-
suitable, or the trafficker is caught, or moves
on. But in other cases trafficking is a one-
way journey and its victims are unable to
return.

FORTY PERCENT OF VICTIMS
RETURN TO TRAFFICKING

Of the approximately 500 northern Vir-
ginia victims identified by police in 2013-
17, only about 300 were “recovered” —
removed from the trade, reunited with fami-
lies, or sent to live elsewhere. In other
words, this data shows that 40 percent of
those identified  slipped back into sex traf-
ficking.

The reasons differ in each case, but are
often tied to the same factors that led to
vulnerability in the first place. Being re-
turned to live in a dysfunctional family and
neighborhood doesn’t strengthen a girl’s
will to resist the false affection and secu-
rity of an experienced trafficker.
The experience of being trafficked can de-
stroy a young woman or teen’s self-esteem
and dignity and skew her ability to func-
tion.

“Starting over is very hard, “ said
Hartnett. “It can get overwhelming, and
some survivors lose hope. If they lose mo-
mentum going forward, they slip backwards
into what’s familiar — and what they have
come to think they deserve.”
Trafficking victims who are able to recover
often take many months or years of coun-
seling and emotional support to regain their
autonomy and self-confidence.
Traffickers typically are not solo operators
but rather are linked and have specialized
functions, similar to street level drug dis-
tribution, according to Hartnett. Some are
adept at recruiting, and then passing the
victims to pimps who control one or two
victims at a time. But not all trafficking is
low-level. Networks operate across state
lines moving victims both to take advan-
tage of high demand in a different area and
to isolate the victims from potential sources
of help.

Gang-led trafficking varies in intensity
across the country. In northern Virginia,
gangs typically do not practice trafficking
as an organized activity although some gang
members traffick as individuals, says
Duffield.

Not all trafficking is done by third par-
ties. Family members, including drug-ad-
dicted parents, sometimes sell their own
children to traffickers.

Recent Cases
❖ A Washington, D.C. man was sentenced on

Aug. 17, 2018 to 18 years in prison for forcibly sex
trafficking a minor.

According to court documents from Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, Justin Shayne Robinson, 27, lured
the 16-year-old victim to a motel in northern Vir-
ginia. Once the minor victim arrived, Robinson
directed sexualized photos to be taken of the her,
and created and posted online advertisements for
commercial sex acts with the minor. Robinson and
his co-conspirator, Markus Jakeem Plummer, 27,
of Woodbridge, then trafficked the minor over a
period of roughly a week. Robinson and Plummer
took all the proceeds of the minor’s commercial sex
acts for their own benefit. Robinson and Plummer
used force and surveillance to ensure that the mi-
nor continued to see clients and was unable to
escape the motel. Robinson used violence to force
the victim to continue working for him, including
choking her and leaving medically documented
bruising on her leg and neck. Co-Conspirator
Markus Plummer is scheduled for sentencing on
Sept. 28.

❖ On July 20, 2018, a Virginia man was sen-
tenced to 186 months in prison and 10 years of
supervised release for multiple crimes related to
the prostitution and exploitation of a 15-year-old
minor. Abdul Karim Bangura Jr. aka “AJ”, 22, of
Triangle, Va. pleaded guilty in August 2017 to all
counts of an indictment charging him with sex traf-
ficking of a minor, conspiracy to engage in sex
trafficking of a minor, interstate transportation of
a minor for the purposes of prostitution, and pro-
duction of child pornography.

According to admissions made in connection
with his plea in the  Eastern District of Virginia,
Bangura and his co-defendant Christian Hood con-
spired to recruit a 15-year-old girl to work as a
prostitute and to advertise her prostitution services
on Backpage.com.  Bangura also transported the
minor to hotels in Virginia, Maryland, and Wash-
ington, D.C. for prostitution dates, and he took a
portion of the money she made from commercial
sex customers.  Bangura also used a phone to
record a video of himself having sex with the mi-
nor. In August 2017, a year ago, Hood was
convicted at trial of sex trafficking and conspiracy
to engage in sex trafficking of this same minor.

These unrelated cases were brought as part of
Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative
launched in May 2006 by the Department of Jus-
tice to combat the growing epidemic of child sexual
exploitation and abuse.

New Law To Keep Traffickers in Jail
On June 25, 2018, Gov. Ralph Northam

signed human trafficking legislation that
adds offenses related to human trafficking
to the list of crimes for which bail can be
denied, keeping traffickers in jail and bet-
ter protecting trafficking victims. Locally,
Kathleen Murphy (D-34) and Kathy Tran
(D-42) were cosponsors.

“Human trafficking is a threat to public
safety here in Virginia and across the United
States,” said Northam. “This legislation will
help us prevent these crimes by making it
more difficult for human traffickers to post
bail and leave jail to intimidate witnesses
or continue their criminal activity.”

“Human trafficking is a dehumanizing
crime that robs its victims of their dignity,
their identity, and their freedom,” said At-
torney General Mark Herring.

While prosecuting traffickers, local law
enforcement found that traffickers would
pay their own bail and bail out their vic-
tims continuing the cycle of abuse and traf-
ficking. This legislation will keep traffick-
ers in jail.

This legislation adds the following of-
fenses that are attributable to human traf-
ficking to the list of crimes for which there
is a rebuttable presumption against admis-
sion to bail: Taking or detaining a person
for the purposes of prostitution or unlaw-
ful sexual intercourse; receiving money
from procuring or placing a person in a
house of prostitution or forced labor, receiv-
ing money from the earnings of a prosti-
tute, and commercial sex trafficking, where
the alleged victim is a family or household
member.

Teen Sex Trafficking Hits Close to Home

Kay Duffield Teresa Hartnett

How vulnerable
teens are targeted.

GROWING PROBLEM
IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA

From anecdotal evidence, sex trafficking
appears to be growing in the region, say
experts. They point to two factors. First, the
typical buyer of teenaged sex is married,
male, with children, and money to spend.
That’s a common profile in affluent north-
ern Virginia. Forced sex is sold in a market,
and responds to buying pressure like any
other.   “We need to do something on the
demand side,” said Duffield. “Traffickers are
going to create that product until demand
is gone.”

The second factor explains why areas like
Springfield, Dumfries and Tysons are traf-
ficking hotspots: trafficking follows the
highways. Traffickers, whether local or in-
terstate, like mobility and the anonymity of
travel nodes, as do buyers. Converging high-
ways make for easy contact, fast access to
motels, and quick exits. The tangle of ma-
jor roads in northern Virginia draws in sex
trafficking like a neon sign.
If someone knows a victim of trafficking,
call the National Human Trafficking Hotline
at 1-888-373 7888. If danger is imminent,
call 911.


