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Fall Fun
Page 8

‘E-Day’ on 
The Horizon
News, Page 13

Climate Forum Highlights 
Sharp Differences 

News, Page 12

Railroad in Burke
Past and Present

News, Page 3

Michael Chinworth, 
Vice President of 
the Fairfax Station 
Railroad Museum, 
and Brian Slawski, 
Vice President of 
the Burke Historical 
Society, with ar-
tifacts from the spe-
cial exhibit called 
“Memories of the 
Orange and Alexan-
dria Railroad.”
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News

By Steve Hibbard

The Connection

A
 few dozen people attended the
Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum’s special exhibit called
“Memories of the Orange and Al-

exandria Railroad” on Sunday, Sept. 23.
With 17 poster displays, it also featured
original artifacts from the railroad — cou-
pling equipment, a drawbar spring, track
pieces, an old brake shoe — as it explored
the construction, operation, and legacy of
the founding railroad of Burke and Fairfax
Station, which was completed in 1854.

According to Brian Slawski, Vice Presi-
dent, Burke Historical Society: “Burke got
its name because of the railroad. Basically,
Silas Burke became a member of the Board
of Directors for the Orange and Alexandria
Railroad when it was being planned. He
realized he wanted the railroad to come
through his back yard so he could ship his
produce from his farm into the market in
Alexandria. He persuaded his neighbors to

give up some of their land to do the same,
so they convinced the planners of the rail-
road to route it through what it became
known afterwards as Burke Station, in his
honor.”

He continued: “The railroad became the
lifeblood of the community after that and
passenger services were offered as well so
people would benefit through the early 20th

century — and now with Amtrak and the
VRE using basically the same tracks, people
from Burke are benefitting from that still.”

Michael Chinworth, Vice President of the
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum, added:
“What we’re trying to do today in coopera-
tion with the Burke Historical Society is
have an exhibit that tells visitors about what
still remains and the changes that railroad
brought to the area. What kind of evidence
there is of the old railroad and what it
means for historic preservation.”

Chinworth said the existence of the rail-
road connected parts of Northern Virginia
with one another, adding: “So, it certainly
didn’t hurt the emergence of Burke as a

center for the county, as a more important
location, as a town, as a city. The promot-
ers of the railroad were looking to enhance
their economic development. Alexandria
was the terminus and Orange County was
the Southern end.”

He said that Alexandria was an industrial
area — a major seaport and everything west
and south was agriculture. “So, the promot-
ers of the railroad wanted to have a way
for their goods and products to get out to
the port so they could be sent to more dis-
tant markets and bring in benefits of the
industrialized society to them. So, that was
the intent (County Commissioner) Silas
Burke had on his mind in promoting the
station,” he said.

The station figured heavily during the
American Civil War. It was the site of a
massive evacuation effort during the Battle
of Second Manassas (Bull Run) in 1862. The
future founder of the American Red Cross,
Clara Barton, tended to the wounded at St.
Mary’s Church nearby and the depot.

He said the exhibit was a one-time deal;

parts of it will become part of permanent
display at the museum. For more informa-
tion, visit http://fairfax-station.org.

Burke Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

Memories of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad on exhibit at
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum.

Railroad in Burke Past and Present

Michael Chinworth, Vice President of the Fairfax Station Railroad Mu-
seum, and Brian Slawski, Vice President of the Burke Historical Society,
with artifacts from the special exhibit called “Memories of the Orange
and Alexandria Railroad.”

Photos by Steve Hibbard/The Connection

Wendy Miervaldis of Basking Ridge, NJ, looks at an exhibit at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum.

Henry, 6 � , and Sloan Speidell, 3 �  , color a train drawing at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum.

A train exhibit of the Manassas Gap Independent Line at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum.

Michael Chinworth, Vice President
of the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum and Daniel Langstein, 14,
of Springfield, a volunteer at the
museum, show a model of a rail-
road car coupler.
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

bb
To Advertise Your

Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Loving People to Life”

Date and Time
Tuesday, October 30, 2018

12:00 to 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, October 30, 2018

7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 1, 2018

12:00 to 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 1, 2018

7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018

7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 8, 2018

12:00 to 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 8, 2018

7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 13, 2018

12:00 to 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 13, 2018

7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 15, 2018

7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Location
Crystal City Marriott

Arlington, VA 22202

Burke Centre Conservancy

The Commons CC

Burke, VA 22015

550 C Street SW

Board Chambers       

Union Station                                 

50 Massachusetts Ave NE 

Council Chambers                 

9027 Center Street

Manassas, VA 20110

Suite 202        

1500 King Street      

Woodbridge, VA 22192

1201 Caroline Street

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

 

-
cepted through Friday, November 23, 2018. Written comments can be mailed 

Comments may also be submitted via email to publiccomment@vre.org or via 
-

0551 at least ten business days prior to the public hearing you’re planning to at-

News

By Shirley Ruhe

The Connection

N
orthern Virginia Senior Olympics
(NVSO) opened its eleven days of
competitive events on Saturday, Sept.
15 with opening ceremonies at 9 a.m.

followed by track, rowing and diving events. Six div-
ing competitors faced off at Washington and Lee
Aquatics Center in Arlington.

Duane Clayton-Cox, a resident of Burke, competed
in the opening day diving events at the NVSO. He
says he used to do a double twist and flip “but not
anymore.” Today he will perform an inward dive
straight position. He won a blue ribbon in the men’s
65-69-year category with a total score of 201.15.

This year 857 participants signed up for NVSO with
Doris Woodring the oldest competitor at 108 in Mexi-
can train dominoes.

The events are being held at 29 community and
senior centers, parks and schools around Northern
Virginia from Fairfax Senior Center, Walter Reed
Community Center in Arlington, Occoquan Regional
Park in Lorton, Lake Braddock Secondary School in
Burke and Lincolnia Senior Center in Alexandria.

Participants are required to be 50 years of age or
older as of Dec. 31, 2018 and reside in the Cities of
Fairfax, Alexandria or Falls Church or the counties
of Arlington, Fairfax, Fauquier, Loudoun or Prince
William.

Dive into the Senior Olympics

Events range from football and frisbee throw, swim-
ming and track, shot put, bowling, golf, orienteering,
and cornhole as well as bridge and cribbage.

Duane Clayton-Cox

Photos by

Shirley Ruhe/

The Connection

Medalists at
the Northern
Virginia Se-
nior Olympics
diving events
Saturday,
Sept. 15.
Duane
Clayton-Cox
from Burke
(first row, left)
won a blue
ribbon in the
65-69 men’s
category.
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News

E
ach year nearly 45,000 Americans die by
suicide. On Saturday, Sept. 29, more than
1,500 people from throughout Fairfax
County and Fairfax City are expected to

come together for the 11th Annual Fairfax Out of
the Darkness Community Walk to help raise aware-
ness and funds that allow the American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention to invest in new research, cre-
ate educational programs, advocate for public policy
and support survivors of suicide loss.

“Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the
United States and a leading cause of death of first
responders,” notes Braddock District Supervisor John
Cook, who is sponsoring a team for the walk. “For
too long, stigma has prevented the efforts needed to
push back on suicidal thoughts and tendencies. I am
thrilled that a broad team of county leaders is join-

ing me as we fight back against the stigma of suicide
and spread the message that we are here to help,
not judge. “

The Fairfax Out of the Darkness Walk is one of more
than 400 community walks taking place this year
around the country. They are expected to unite more
than 250,000 walkers and raise millions for suicide
prevention efforts. The 2017 Fairfax Out of the Dark-
ness Community Walk included more than 1,100
participants and raised over $142,000.

Registration/check-in begins at 9 a.m. at the
Veteran’s Amphitheatre in the City of Fairfax, 10485
Armstrong St., Fairfax. The walk begins at 11 a.m.

Karrie Boswell, who retired from the Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department in 2015 and organizes
the Fairfax event, says the cause is one close to her
heart as a former first responder. “More firefighters
and police officers die annually by suicide than in
the line of duty. It’s an epidemic among first respond-
ers,” Boswell says.

To register or for more information visit
afsp.org/fairfax.

11th Annual Fairfax Out of
the Darkness Walk

Walk To Prevent Suicide

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock District) gathered a team of top County leaders to
participate in the Out of Darkness Walk to combat suicide, taking place in Fairfax City
on Sept. 29. Pictured (from left): Fairfax County Fire Chief John Butler; Deputy County
Executive Dave Rohrer; Department of Family Services Director Nannette Bowler; Deputy
County Executive Tisha Deeghan; Sully Supervisor Kathy Smith; Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova; Sheriff Stacey Kincaid; Out of Darkness Walk
organizer Karrie Boswell; Braddock Supervisor & Team Captain, John Cook; Springfield
Supervisor Pat Herrity; Deputy Fire Chief Richard Roatch; Juvenile & Domestic Relations
District Court Director Bob Bermingham; Braddock District School Board Member Megan
McLaughlin; Del. Eileen Filler-Corn, and Fairfax County Police Chief Ed Roessler. Not
pictured: Police Captain Tonny Kim and Police Detective Laura Tiso.

Boy Scout John Paul (JP) Kurisky

Becoming Eagle Scout
Boy Scout John Paul (JP) Kurisky is the 212th Eagle

Scout in Troop 1131 at St. Stephen’s United Methodist
Church in Burke. JP is a senior at Lake Braddock Second-
ary School where he has played on the football and
lacrosse teams, as well as managing sports teams. JP
attends St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church in Fairfax and
has been active in its youth program. Jack and Jackie
Kurisky are JP’s parents.  The family lives in Burke,. An
Eagle Scout Court of Honor is forthcoming for JP.
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BurkeOpinion

By Supervisor John C.

Cook

 (R-Braddock)

C
riminal justice reform
is about making sure
that the criminal jus-
tice system achieves

its goals and works equally for ev-
eryone. One issue being examined
is whether assessing traffic and
court fines and costs, regardless of ability to
pay, and then punishing those who do not pay,
is achieving any desired goal. Court fines and
fees can be assessed for criminal or traffic of-
fenses, such as speeding or parking violations.
When someone receives a ticket or is ordered
to pay a fine for an infraction, they also have
to pay court and processing fees. This system
is in place to deter people from committing
these crimes, and also as a way to reimburse
the cost of expenses associated with process-
ing the cases and pay back to society for the
cost of any damage caused by their actions.

For some, paying fines is not a problem. For
others who are struggling to get by, it may be
difficult or impossible to pay. The penalties
for failing to pay fines and fees end up hav-
ing a much greater impact on those in pov-
erty than the rest of the population. If some-
one cannot pay their fine or traffic ticket, pen-
alties for non-payment increase the amounts
they could not pay in the first place. Overdue
fines often go to collection agencies and the
mountain of debt grows even higher, since a
17 percent collection fee can be added on to

the existing balance.
Compounding the issue is that

if someone fails to pay their fines,
the state can take their driver’s li-
cense away. The Legal Aid Justice
Center found in January that al-
most one million (974,349) Vir-

ginians had their licenses suspended due to un-
paid fines and other charges. Two-thirds of that
group (638,003) had their licenses suspended
solely because of unpaid fines. When the courts
suspend driver’s licenses for unpaid fines, those
individuals are not able to legally drive to work.
Many people choose to drive illegally on their
suspended licenses so they do not lose their
income. If they are caught, then even more le-
gal fees are added to their debt and some have
to serve jail time. This vicious cycle makes it
impossible for the courts to ever collect their
fines and for those who owe to meet their ob-
ligations. It also means that people are pushed
out of jobs and potentially into applying for
government benefits.

Fortunately, in Fairfax County there are sev-
eral programs to help individuals avoid these
escalating penalties. Defendants can enter into
a monthly payment plan with a down payment
due at the time of their conviction. If a monthly
payment is missed, then the defendant will go
into default, which could result in additional
fines and/or jail time. Another option is to

defer the entire payment until a later date.
Defendants may also be eligible for the Fines
Option Program, which allows defendants to
perform community service in lieu of paying
fines and fees. Those who sign up for this op-
tion go to the Magistrate’s office on a Satur-
day morning, sign in, and take a bus to the
George Mason University campus to perform
tasks such as picking up litter, landscaping, or
painting. Work hours are credited at the rate
of $15 an hour toward payment of fines.

While we have some remarkable programs
to assist those who cannot afford to pay off
their fines, many people still fall through the
cracks. We need to implement a new system
to help determine a person’s ability to pay be-
fore they go to trial. The judge and clerk’s of-
fice need the ability to set fines that can actu-
ally be paid. We need further opportunities for
the alternative of assigning community service
with more flexible schedules for those who
cannot make the Saturday morning sessions.

Fine reform cannot truly take place without
significant changes by the General Assembly.
However, the County can help in the process
by assisting the courts in bolstering their pro-
grams and making them more effective. We
defeat the purpose of fines if we cause people
to lose their jobs and the ability to support their
families. Alternatives are important to a more
just system.

Almost one million Virginians have had
their licenses suspended due to unpaid
court fines and other charges.

How We Can Bring Criminal Fine Reform
to Fairfax County

By Supervisor Dan Storck

(D-Mt. Vernon)

C
limate change is happening and it has
real impacts. I recently participated
with U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine and Prince

William County Chairman Corey Stewart in the
Climate Crisis Forum sponsored by the Faith
Alliance for Climate Solutions. With more than
400 attendees, the forum looked at climate
change from the perspective of impacts on our
communities, shorelines, health, national se-
curity and government action. As I have stated
previously, climate change is affecting us all
and while the County has put some policies
and plans in place, we need to do more to lead
the way. This is about saving people, places
and property now.

A few examples of climate change impact we
are already seeing are:

❖ Sea level rise has increased 10 inches over
the last 80 years.

❖ This year, we experienced 44 days where
temperatures reached or exceeded 90 degrees
F. That’s one more than last year’s total and 8
more than the average we typically see each
year.

❖ More extreme weather events from

snowmaggedon to recent and regular torren-
tial rains.

These impacts are important to us in the
Mount Vernon District, and Virginia in general,
for many reasons. Here are a few:

❖ While 29 percent of Virginia land is
coastal, 60 percent of population lives on coast.

❖ A recent study showed more than 9,000
Virginia homes are at risk of tidal flooding by
2045 due to sea level rise.

❖ Low lying areas, like New Alexandria and
Belle View, will increasingly be at risk of flood-
ing just from high tides and onshore winds.

❖ Extreme heat is the leading weather-re-
lated cause of death in the United States and
it puts strain on our energy grid.

❖ Heavy downpours in our area have in-
creased 30 percent over the last 50 years.

❖ Experts have determined that a category
3 hurricane through our area would submerge
the Belle Haven Marina through Belle Haven
Shopping Center with three-plus feet of stand-
ing water.

While the County has taken steps to be good
environmental stewards, like signing the Cool
Counties Climate Stabilization Declaration,
adopting a Countywide Energy Policy, Environ-
mental Vision and Operational Energy Strat-
egy, it is not proportional to the challenge we
face. I did not support the recently adopted
Operational Energy Strategy because the plan

Saving People, Places and Property; The Time is Now

Pictured at the Climate Crisis Forum,
from left: Dr. Samantha Ahdoot, MD,
FAAP, Chair and Co-founder, Virginia
Clinicians for Climate Action; Rev. Dr.
Jean Wright; Major General Rick
Devereaux, USAF (Ret.), Former
Director of Operational Planning,
Policy, & Strategy, U.S. Air Force
Advisory Board, Center for Climate
and National Security; Supervisor
Dan Storck (D-Mt. Vernon).

See Storck,  Page 15
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Fairfax County Parkway Widening 
Fairfax County

Public Information Meeting
 

Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

Presentation starts at 7 p.m

Oak View Elementary School 

5004 Sideburn Road, Fairfax, VA 22032
 

Find out about plans to widen Fairfax County Parkway 

(Route 286) from four to six lanes between Route 29 (Lee 

Highway) and Route 123 (Ox Road). The proposed project 

design also includes an interchange at Popes Head Road 

and the future Shirley Gate Road extension, improvements to 

the existing trail in the Fairfax County Parkway right of way 

and construction of a new shared-use path to make the trail 

continuous within the project limits. 

Stop by between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to view displays 

and learn more about the project and its preliminary design, 

including Popes Head Road interchange options under con-

sideration. VDOT will hold a presentation beginning at 7 p.m. 

Review project information at the VDOT project website 

(www.virginiadot.org/projects), at the information meeting, 

or during business hours at VDOT’s Northern Virginia District 

703-691-6710 or TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate person-

Give your written comments at the meeting, or submit them 

by  October 15, 2018 to Mr. Sitaram Kodali, P.E., Virginia 

Department of Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, 

VA 22030, or email meetingcomments@VDOT.virginia.gov. 

Please reference “Fairfax County Parkway Widening” in the 

subject line.  

all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more 

information or special assistance for persons with disabilities 

703-691-6710 or TTY/TDD 711.  

State Project: 0286-029-259, P101, 

UPC: 107937, Federal: STP-5A01 (775)

Commentary

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

N
ext year will be the
quadricentennial — four
hundred years — of im-
portant events happen-

ing in Virginia in 1619. Those events are
not the rah-rah kind of happenings that
are too often recognized with simple
merriment. They are not examined for
what we can learn from whence we
came to understand how we got to
where we are. The English established their first per-
manent colony in what became America in 1607;
they did not “discover” America. There were an esti-
mated 50,000 residents on the North American con-
tinent when the English bumped into the continent
on their way to the riches of the Far East. The Span-
ish had visited the mid-Atlantic region decades be-
fore the English arrived but did not stick around for
they found no gold or fountain of youth.

The indigenous people living in what the English
named Virginia had a form of government in a con-
federation under the Great Chief Powhatan, an agri-
cultural system, environmental protection, and a
religion based on the natural spirits. They resented
the people showing up in great ships and booming
guns and taking land on which their forbearers had
lived for as many as 15,000 years. There should be
no surprise that the indigenous people begrudged
these illegal immigrants coming and taking their land
and responded with what some people called sav-
agery.

Joining the new settlers at the community they
called Jamestowne in 1619 were an essential com-
ponent of keeping a community thriving into the fu-
ture — women.

Just in time for the 2019 celebration, the Women’s

Commission has construction underway
for a monument celebrating the contri-
butions of women in making Virginia
thrive. Not a bit too soon!

Women were invited to join the men
at Jamestowne to help start a new life
in a new world.

Not invited to join the white men and
women were the enslaved Africans who
were dropped off at Jamestowne with-
out their consent and with an indentured
servant agreement that could never be
paid off. The enslaved Africans in 1619
were the first that would be brought to

the colony to work in the tobacco fields and to do
the hard labors without any of the benefits a new
start in life was supposed to bring.

The relationship between the white and black
populations in Virginia were to dominate so much
of the history of the state to the senseless killings of
the Civil War and the complexities of race relations
today.

In 1619 representatives of the plantations in the
colony of Virginia met together in the mud-dab con-
structed church in Jamestowne to form a local gov-
ernment, much like a homeowner’s association, be-
cause the real power of governance continued to re-
side in London. That meeting is celebrated as the
first meeting of representative government tracing
its beginning in 1619 through the Revolutionary War,
with a slight deviation of the Civil War, to today.

Please keep up with the celebrations for next year
by visiting the website of https://
www.americanevolution2019.com/  or watch for
announcements of events in my electronic newslet-
ter, Virginia E-News, available by free subscription
(sign up at kenplum.com). In our celebrations, let’s
continue to critically examine where we are in light
of where we have been.

Celebrating with Understanding

Display at Burke Library Marks Constitution Week
In observance of
Constitution Week,
Sept. 17 to 23,
Anna Maria
Fitzhugh Chapter
of the National
Society of
Daughters of the
American Revolu-
tion (NSDAR), has
created a display
at Kings Park
Library, 9000
Burke Lake Rd,
Burke.  In 1955,
NSDAR petitioned
Congress with a
resolution to make
this a week of
observance for the
foundation of the
American form of
government.  President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed it into law on Aug. 2, 1956.
George W. Bush officially declared the inception of Constitution Week in 2002.  The
commitment of the NSDAR is to encourage the study of the Constitution and pro-
vide information to public. The Constitution was adopted by the American Con-
gress of the Confederation on Sept. 17, 1787.

—Jeannie Leson/Anna Maria Fitzhugh Chapter, NSDAR
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Fall Fun & Entertainment

By Marilyn Campbell

W
hen the leaves turn colors and the air
is crisp, Caitlin Upton gathers her fam-
ily and pulls out a whiteboard and a

marker. She’s careful to jot down all of the ideas,
shouted in rapid-fire fashion from her three chil-
dren.

“We always create a fall bucket list of things
that we want to do as a family,” said Upton, who
is a mother of three children ranging in age from
two to seven. “This year, the kids want to go on a
hayride and pick pumpkins. It’s not too original,
but they love it and get really excited about it. It
gives us something to look forward to during the
week when we’re so busy.”

Creating a fall bucket list — a compilation of
experiences or achievements that one wants to
accomplish — is an important way to create last-
ing family traditions and memories, while enjoy-
ing all that the season has to offer. From hayrides
to pumpkin-carving, fall ushers in enough family-
friendly activities to create an overflowing list of
activities that make the
most of the season’s
bounty.

“The start of a new
season is a perfect time
to create bucket list,
and during fall there
are so many fun things
to do,” said Upton, a
marriage and family
therapist in Burke. “So
often, people have ideas
of things that they want
to do either with their
kids, their friends or
just personal things, but
never get around to
them. It’s important to
write them down and
commit to doing them.
I write our list on a
white board in our
kitchen, but I keep it
short and attainable so we don’t get overwhelmed.
Carving out quality time to spend with family is
important,”

Foraging for vibrantly color fallen leaves in
shades of orange and yellow is at the top of Bella
Middleton’s bucket list. Middleton, who is an art

instructor in Bethesda, gathers her two preschool-
age children and collects leaves with the goal of
turning nature into art. “Sometimes we do some-
thing as simple as taking branches with leaves that
have turned orange and put them in vases that
we display around the house. I mix pumpkins with
leaves to create a centerpiece for the dining room
table.

Making wreaths and collages is another project
that Middleton does with her family. “This is re-
ally one of the most inexpensive and fun projects
that you can do,” she said. “My kids and I go to a
park and gather fallen leaves. Then I get some
construction paper and glue sticks or spray mount
and let my kids attached the leaves to the paper
in any way they want, then I display their works
of art around the house. It’s a great way to wel-
come the season.”

Turning leaves into candle holders is another
project that Middleton and her family enjoy. “You
take leaves and glue them to the inside of mason
jars and let them dry. You can attach the leaves
with a craft glue called Modge Podge, which dries
clear. Tie a pretty ribbon around the mouth of the
jar and you have a beautiful decorative piece for
fall.”

Spending a day enjoying a scenic drive to
Shenandoah, passing through the so-called Apple

Trail, is must-do task for
Arlington mother
Camilla Kendrick and
her family.

“It’s a beautiful drive
down. We stop and pick
apples and then we
come home and make
apple doughnuts,” said
Kendrick, who works as
a private chef. “They’re
messy, so the kids think
they’re fun to make. I
also make apple cider
doughnuts for some of
my clients.”

Taking a local fall fo-
liage drive with her four
children is something
that Lauren Bickle puts
on her bucket list each
fall. “It’s certainly not as
breathtaking as the fo-

liage in some place like New England, but this
area has a lot to offer,” she said. “There’s Great
Falls of course, and then Mount Vernon and Ar-
lington National Cemetery have some great col-
ors. If you’re up for a longer drive, Harper’s Ferry
in Maryland is fantastic for a fall day trip.”

Apple Doughnut Recipe
Ingredients
2 cups flour
1/4 cup sugar
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 egg
3 tablespoons buttermilk
1/3 cup whole milk
5 Granny Smith apples, cored and sliced vertically into

three pieces to create doughnut shapes.
2 cups olive oil for frying
1/2 cup powdered sugar, for coating

Directions: Stir together flour, sugar, baking powder,
cinnamon, nutmeg, and salt to create the batter. Gradu-
ally stir-in buttermilk, whole milk and egg. Coat each apple
ring with batter. Heat the oil in a deep frying pan. Place
the doughnut rings in the pan and fry on each side for three
minutes or until golden brown. Drain doughnuts on a pa-
per towel and allow to cool. Sprinkle with powdered sugar.

Activities that will add
spice to the season.

A Bucket List for Fall

An Aerial View of the Clifton Day Festival

Clifton Day 2018
This year’s Clifton Day will feature an outdoor marketplace with 150 vendors as

well as live music, train rides, crafts, children’s activities and great food. Sunday,
Oct. 7, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. in the Town of Clifton, 7144 Main St., Clifton. Admission is
free. Parking starts at $5 per car. The VRE will provide roundtrip train service to
Clifton from all stops between Manassas and Rolling Road. The train ride to Clifton
is free and the return trip costs $5 per person (children under 2 ride free). Call 703-
968-0740 or visit www.cliftonday.com for more.

Calendar

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
The Sunday Farmers’ Market.

Through Oct. 21, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
10500 Page Ave., Fairfax — one
block from West and Main streets
behind the Wells Fargo Bank and
adjacent to the Historic Fairfax
County Courthouse. Visit
www.fairfaxsundaymarket.com.

Saturday Community Farmers’
Market. Through Oct. 27, 8 a.m.-1
p.m. at 10500 Page Ave., Fairfax —
one block from West and Main
streets behind the Wells Fargo Bank
and adjacent to the Historic Fairfax
County Courthouse. Visit
www.fairfaxsaturdaymarket.com.

Pop-Up Art show. Through Dec. 16 at
Gallery 57, 11899 Grand Commons
Ave., Fairfax. Emerging Artists
Initiative and the Peterson
Companies are partnering to bring an
artistic and creative facet to the
Fairfax community. A new pop-up art
gallery at Fairfax Corner Center will
be exhibiting paintings and sculptors
by four resident artists in the vacant
retail space. Free. Email
director@eaiinc.org or visit
eaiinc.org.

Farmers Market. Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Springfield Town Center,
6699 Spring Mall Drive, Springfield.
Visit www.facebook.com/
SpringfieldFoodworks/.

Funday Monday 10:30 a.m., every

Monday at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. There will
be music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. It is
open to children of all ages, however
especially for those who haven’t yet
started school. Programs are free and
open to the public, donations are
gratefully appreciated. There is
ample free parking in the downtown
area, and stroller access at the rear of
Old Town Hall on Main St. 703-385-
7858 www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 28
Rock the Block: JunkFood. 6:30-

9:30 p.m. at Old Town Square, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Family-
friendly free concert series, which
features live bands, beer garden, and
city restaurant vendor booths. Bring
your own lawn chairs or blankets to
sit on. Free. Call 703-385-7858 or
visit www.fairfaxva.gov/
rocktheblock.

Dessert on Broadway. 7-10 p.m. at
Lake Braddock Secondary School,
9200 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
“Dessert On Broadway” is an annual
fundraiser for the Lake Braddock
Chorus Department. The event will
include desserts, performances and a
silent auction. $10 pre-sale, $12 at
the door. Email
jbach5050@gmail.com or call 703-
470-0026.

B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,
4081 University Drive, Fairfax. Enjoy
free coffee, entertaining callers, a
friendly atmosphere, $1,000
guaranteed jackpot, treasure chest
progressive raffles, and good food

available for purchase. All proceeds
go to purchasing fire and rescue
equipment. Visit www.fairfaxvfd.com
or call 703-273-3638.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 29
Kayak the Marsh at Lake Accotink.

7:30-9:30 a.m. at Lake Accotink Park,
7500 Accotink Park Road,
Springfield. “Kayak Tour-Wildlife of
the Potomac” is designed for
participants age 13 to adult. Glide
past bad eagle nests to get an early
morning view of wildlife. No previous
experience is required. A single-seat

kayak and life preserver are
provided. $31 per person. Boaters
younger than 16 must be
accompanied by an adult registered
in the program. This program will be
canceled in the event of rain or
unfavorable water levels. Call 703-
569-3464 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/lake-
accotink.

Fall Art Lessons for Youth. 9:15-
10:30 a.m. at Woods Community
Centre, 10100 Wards Grove Circle,
Burke. Instructor Carol Zeitlin
teaches drawing and watercolor for
children 8 and older. Visit

www.czartlessons.com or call 703-
250-6930.

Pohick Church Country Fair. 10
a.m.-3 p.m. at Pohick Church, 9301
Richmond Highway, Lorton. The
73rd Annual Pohick Church Country
Fair offers a day of outdoor fun and
learning with historic colonial church
tours, organ concerts, booths, free
children’s games, pumpkin painting,
smoked pork barbecue, funnel cakes,
homemade apple butter, live music,
and more. Call the church office at
703-339-6572 or visit
www.pohick.org.
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buffa’s
dance

studio

QUALITY INSTRUCTION
IN A QUALITY

ENVIRONMENT

9570-H BURKE RD.
BURKE VILLAGE

CENTER II

CALL 703-425-5599

12,000 sq. ft. of performing space
with professional sprung floors

www.buffas.com • buffadance@msn.com

Come
Join
the fun!

(Established in 1980)
Home of Burke Civic Ballet

• Pre-School Dance Movement – Ages 3 and 4
• Hip Hop • Lyrical/Contemporary • Ballet • Tap
• Jazz • Pointe • Modern • Acro • Musical Theater
• Aerial Silks • Performing Companies Grades K–12
• Beginner to Advanced • Professional Instructors

Celebrating
39 Years
of Dance

Excellence!

6030 Burke Commons Road • Burke • 703-239-9324

20% Discount
Valid Mondays and

Tuesdays Only
Offer expires 10/30/18.

Not valid with any other offers.

10% OFF
Entire Check

Offer expires 10/15/18.
Not valid with any other offers.

Serving Breakfast
Saturdays 8-11 AM & Sunday 8 AM-3 PM

Celebrate With Us

Oktoberfest
Throughout

October

Visit Us
in our new

larger home
near Wal-Mart

Fall Fun & Entertainment

Photo courtesy of The Fairfax Station Railroad Museum

LEGO Train Show and Craft Fair
The Washington, D,C. Metropolitan Area LEGO Train Club will hold a special

two-day display at the Fairfax Station Railroad Museum. In addition volunteers will
hold science, technology, engineering and mathematic activities about railroads.
Recommended for ages 8 and older. Local crafters will also be on the Museum
grounds selling crafts. Please bring any unwanted LEGO pieces or sets to help sup-
port the LEGO Train Club’s educational activities. Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 6-7, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. at The Fairfax Station Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station Road,
Fairfax Station. Museum members and ages 4 and under, free; ages 5-15, $2; ages
16 and older, $5. Call 703-425-9225 or visit www.fairfax-station.org.

Fall Art Workshop for Teens/
Adults. 10:30-12:30 p.m. at Woods
Community Centre, 10100 Wards
Grove Circle, Burke. Instructor Carol
Zeitlin explores drawing, watercolor,
Chinese Brush and portfolio
development. Visit
www.czartlessons.com or call 703-
250-6930.

Azalea Auction and Sale. 1-4 p.m. at
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church, 8336
Carrleigh Parkway, Springfield. The
Northern Virginia Chapter of the
Azalea Society of America (ASA) will
be holding its 11th Annual Public
Azalea Sale and Auction. The Silent
Auction starts at 1 p.m. followed by
the live auction at 2:30. The plant
sale will run 1-4. Contact Lars Larsen
703-505-5733 or Carolyn Beck 703-
860-5676.

Taste of the Vine. 6:30-9:30 p.m. at
the Blenheim Civil War Interpretive
Center, 3610 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Historic Fairfax City Inc.
(HFCI) will hold it’s 10th annual
fundraiser, “Taste of the Vine.” Visit
www.historicfairfax.org/.

SEPT. 29-OCT. 28
The Rocky Horror Show. Friday-

Saturday, 8 p.m. (standard and VIP
ticketing); Sunday, 5 p.m. (standard
tickets only) at the Lorton
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. The Rocky
Horror Show is an unusual
interactive theatrical experience,
during which audience members may
(voluntarily) sing-along with the cast
and sometimes shout out jokes and/
or use props during the performance.
Some audience members wear
costumes inspired by the production,
too. Workhouse will provide props
for attendees at no cost. No outside
props are allowed. VIP tickets include
access to a pre-show VIP lobby and
preferred seats. Standard tickets,
$25-$35; VIP tickets, $50-$60. Visit
workhousearts.org for tickets.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 30
Civil War Book and Memorabilia

Sale. 11 a.m-6 p.m. at the Arlington-
Fairfax Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington
Blvd., Fairfax. Come out and meet
the authors and vendors at the
innaugural Civil War Book and
Memorabilia Sale. Additional vendors
wanted. Admission $5. Email
mayo5304@cox.net or call 703-389-
1505.

50+ Expo. Noon-4 p.m. at Springfield
Town Center, 6500 Springfield Mall,
Springfiled. This annual expo is
designed for older adults and their
families, featuring the winning works
of the Beacon’s Celebration of the
Arts contest, as well as free health
screenings (glaucoma, blood
pressure, bone density and balance),
fitness classes, flu and pneumonia
vaccines, door prizes and
entertainment for older adults and
their families. Dozens of informative
exhibitors — including government
agencies, nonprofits and local
businesses — will provide giveaways
and helpful information. Free. Visit
www.thebeaconnewspapers.com.

Reading Circle Activities. 1-4 p.m.
at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. “The Caboose
That Got Loose” book will be
featured. The Reading Circle will be
held in two 45 minute sessions – one
at 1:15, one at 2:30. Ages 16 and
older, $4; 5-15, $2; 4 and under,
free. Visit www.fairfax-station.org,
www.facebook.com/FFXSRR, or call
703-425-9225.

Burke Historical Society General
Meeting. 3:30-5 p.m. at 6540
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Mary
Lipsey, Fairfax County History
Commissioner, speaks about Fairfax
County men who served and died in
the Great War, and about how the
war was commemorated here and
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Fall Fun & Entertainment

Community Band Concert
WETA Host Richard Kleindfeldt and the City of Fairfax Band kicks off its 49th season with special guest

Steven Hendrickson of the NSO on trumpet. Music by Holst, Sousa, John Williams and Julie Giroux.
Saturday, Oct. 20, 7:30-9 p.m. at Fairfax High School Auditorium, 3501 Rebel Run, Fairfax. $15 adults,
$10 senior, students free. Call 571-336-CFBA (2322) or visit fairfaxband.org.

Photo courtesy of

Iris Media, LLC

City of
Fairfax Band
at last
spring’s
National
Community
Band Con-
cert.

Calendar

nationally. Free. Email
slawski_brian@yahoo.com or visit
www.burkehistoricalsociety.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 3
Annual Golf Outing. 11 a.m.-8 p.m. at Old

Hickory Golf Club, 11921 Chanceford Drive,
Woodbridge. Join Good Shepherd Housing for
their annual Golf Outing. The championship
layout at Old Hickory was designed by the
architect for Gary Player, who also designed
Raspberry Falls. $625/foursome; $160
individual. Visit goodhousing.org/golf to
register.

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 3-7
Mickey’s Search Party. Times vary, at Eagle

Bank Arena, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax. Disney
On Ice presents Mickey’s Search Party, bringing
the magic closer to fans than ever before on the
ice, in the air and in the seats. Tickets start at
$15, opening night; $20, all other shows. Order
tickets at 800-745-3000 or
www.ticketmaster.com. To discover more about
Disney On Ice, go to www.disneyonice.com.

THURSDAY/OCT. 4
Hitchcocktober: Rear Window (1954). 7 p.m.

at Angelika Film Center – Mosaic, 2911 District
Ave., Fairfax. Every Thursday night in October a
classic film by Sir Alfred Hitchcock will be
featured with a bonus screening of PSYCHO on
Halloween. Tickets are $10. Visit
angelikafilmcenter.com.

FRIDAY/OCT. 5
Cocktails by Candlelight. 6-9 p.m. at George

Mason’s Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston Road,
Mason Neck. Kick-off the weekend at Cocktails
by Candlelight event an after-hours event where
visitors learn to make and sip on period cocktails
in Gunston Hall’s hearth kitchen. Converse and
be merry around the fire with friends and loved
ones, and enjoy a candlelit tour. Tickets are sold
online (bit.ly/2NhKLDk) or at the door for $35,
$25 for Friends of Gunston Hall. All attendees
must be 21 or older.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/OCT. 5-6
Madhaunter’s Madhouse. 7-11 p.m. at The

Workhouse Arts Center, 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. Madhaunter’s Madhouse haunted trail of
terror returns to the Workhouse for a third year
of scares. In 2018, screams will echo across the
55-acre historic Workhouse campus, built on the
grounds of the once-abandoned and notorious
DC Department of Corrections Lorton
Reformatory. More information, tickets ($20),
and volunteer opportunities are available at
workhousearts.org/madhaunter.

SATURDAY/OCT. 6
Fall Fun with the Vienna-Falls Chorus. 3-5

p.m. at American Legion Post #177, 3939 Oak
St., Fairfax. Join for a musical afternoon as the
chorus sings their newest repertoire and a few
longtime favorite songs. There willl also have
concessions, raffles, cash bar and silent auction.
$10. Email show@viennafalls.org or visit
www.viennafalls.org for tickets.

SUNDAY/OCT. 7
Paws for a Cause. Noon-3 p.m. at Weber’s Pet

Supermarket, 11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax. 3K
walk through the shady streets of Fairfax.
Human and canine treats provided along the
way. Paws for a Cause benefits Fairfax Pets On
Wheels, Inc., an all-volunteer organization
dedicated to providing pet visitation to residents
of long term care facilities. $20 before Sept. 20;
$25 after. Visit www.fpow.org.

MONDAY/OCT. 8
Columbus Day Boat Race. 1-2:30 p.m. at

Hidden Pond Nature Center, 8511 Greeley Blvd.,
Springfield. Reenact the historic sea-faring
journey by building a mini-cardboard boat to
float down the Pohick Stream. Supplies
provided. Then head to the creek for a race
complete with prizes for the winner and best
decorated. $10. Email
casey.riley@fairfaxcounty.gov or call 703-451-
9588.

TUESDAY/OCT. 9
Burke Historical Society Lecture. 7-8 p.m. at

Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road,
Burke. Learn the basics of Ancestry DNA and
how it can be used to aid research. Visit
www.burkehistoricalsociety.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 10
Paint & Sip. 10 a.m. at Lorton Senior Center,

7722 Gunston Plaza, Lorton. Visit
lortonseniorcenter.org or call 703-550-7195.

Film Screening: “In the Last Days of the
City.” 7:30 p.m. at GMU’s Johnson Center
Cinema, George Mason University, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. In downtown Cairo in
2009, Khalid (Khalid Abdalla), a 35-year-old
filmmaker struggles to make a film that captures
the soul of his city while facing loss in his own
life. With the help of his friends who send him
footage from their lives in Beirut, Baghdad and
Berlin, he finds the strength to keep going
through the difficulty and beauty of living in
Cairo. Free. Visit fams.gmu.edu.

THURSDAY/OCT. 11
Hitchcocktober: Shadow of a Doubt (1943).

7 p.m. at Angelika Film Center – Mosaic, 2911
District Ave., Fairfax. Every Thursday night in
October a classic film by Sir Alfred Hitchcock
will be featured with a bonus screening of
PSYCHO on Halloween. Tickets are $10. Visit
angelikafilmcenter.com.
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Pumpkins, Corn Stalks, Cider,
Jams & Jellies, Apples,
Halloween Decorations

• Excellent selection of trees and shrubs
• Annuals, Perennials, Herbs
• Landscape Services
• Mulches, Soils and Seed

9401 Burke Road • Open Daily 8-7
www.burkenursery.com

OCT. 1-
OCT. 31

   Huge
   Stock
       of
     Hardy
       Mums!

FALL FESTIVAL
& Pumpkin Playground

Presenting Our 24th Annual

Pumpkins, Hayrides
& Family Fun!

$500 OFF
Purchase of $50 or More

$1000 OFF
Purchase of $100 or More

One coupon per customer, per day. Not valid with any other offers.
Not valid on sale items or landscape design services.

Merchandise only, not valid with Fall Fest admissions Expires 10/31/18
c

 Plus
 Winter
 Pansies,

Ornamental
Cabbage
& Kale!

Fertilizing, Seeding, Aeration,
Tree & Shrub Care

703-323-5544

703-323-1188

One coupon per customer, per day. Not valid with any other offers.
Not valid on sale items or landscape design services.

Merchandise only, not valid with Fall Fest admissions Expires 10/31/18
c

Mon-Thu 9-8, Fri-Sat 9-9, Sun 9-8 (Weather Permitting)
Admission $10.00 M-F; $14.00 SAT-SUN & OCT. 8

WEEKDAY GROUP TOURS. SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE

Fall Fun & Entertainment

Mariachi Los Amigos performing at the 2017 Arts Awards.

2018 Arts Awards
The Arts Awards bring together the arts community, business community, civic and elected leaders to celebrate the ex-

traordinary contributions of artists, arts organizations, and the private sector for supporting the arts in Fairfax County, the
City of Fairfax, and the City of Falls Church. Friday, Oct. 26, noon-2 p.m. at Falls Church Marriott Fairview Park, 3111 Fairview
Park Drive, Falls Church. $250. Email bmacroberts@artsfairfax.org or call 571-395-4619.
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Calendar

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/OCT. 12-13
Madhaunter’s Madhouse. 7-11 p.m.

at The Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Screams
will echo across the 55-acre historic
Workhouse campus, built on the
grounds of the once-abandoned and
notorious DC Department of
Corrections Lorton Reformatory.
More information, tickets ($20), and
volunteer opportunities are available
at workhousearts.org/madhaunter.

SATURDAY/OCT. 13
Fairfax Lions Club Octoberfest

Food Sales. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at
Fairfax City Festival Food Court,
University Drive and Sager Avenue,
Fairfax. Fairfax Lions Club, of Lions
Club International – “the world’s
largest service organization,”
welcomes all to their fundraiser at
the Fairfax Fall Festival. All proceeds
go to Lions Club charitable activities.
Have fun; help those in need. Rain or
shine. Free admission. Visit
www.fairfaxlions.org/.

Community Band Concert. 1-2 p.m.
at Old Town Square, 10415 North
St., Fairfax. Main Street Community
Band presents a fun and sometimes
rollicking program of seasonal music
suitable for the entire family.
Featuring “Music for a Darkened
Theater” and Eric Whitacre’s
“October.” Free. Call 571-336-CFBA
(2322) or visit fairfaxband.org.

Second Saturday Art Walk. 6-9 p.m.
at Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Meet nearly
100 Resident and Associate Artists,
creating art in the studios or
exhibiting in the 12 campus galleries.
Enjoy performances of dance,
cabaret, comedy, big band, jazz, and
theater. Indulge in classes in the art
of mixology or cuisines from around
the globe. Experience art exhibitions
in nine galleries of the region’s finest
sculpture, painting, glass, ceramics,
and fiber arts. Call 703-584-2900 or
visit workhousearts.org.

THURSDAY/OCT. 18
Hitchcocktober: Strangers on a

Train (1951). 7 p.m. at Angelika
Film Center – Mosaic, 2911 District
Ave., Fairfax. Every Thursday night
in October a classic film by Sir Alfred
Hitchcock will be featured with a
bonus screening of PSYCHO on
Halloween. Tickets are $10. Visit
angelikafilmcenter.com.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 19-21
Madhaunter’s Madhouse. Friday-

Saturday, 7-11 p.m.; Sunday, 7-10
p.m. at The Workhouse Arts Center,
9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Madhaunter’s Madhouse haunted
trail of terror returns to the
Workhouse for a third year of scares.
In 2018, screams will echo across the
55-acre historic Workhouse campus,
built on the grounds of the once-
abandoned and notorious DC
Department of Corrections Lorton
Reformatory. More information,
tickets ($20), and volunteer
opportunities are available at
workhousearts.org/madhaunter.

SATURDAY/OCT. 20
Salvation Army 5K. 8-11 a.m. at

Salvation Army, 4915 Ox Road,
Fairfax. This is a 5k Run & Walk to
benefit the Salvation Army’s after
School program for at risk youth.
$22. Email Donald.Wilson@
uss.salvationarmy.org or call 703-
385-8700.

Pet Adoption Event. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Pet Supplies Plus, 11054 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Find a new forever
animal friend with the help of the
City of Fairfax Animal Control and
Animal Shelter. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
police/programs/animal-control/
adopt-a-pet.

Meet the Author and Book
Signing. Noon-3 p.m. at Barnes &
Noble, 12193 Fair Lakes Promenade
Drive, Fairfax. Jack Gilden has a
book coming out Oct. 1 about Don
Shula, Johnny Unitas - their rivalry

and the 1960s. The book is now
available for preview orders online at
Amazon and Barnes & Noble and in
selected bookstores. Visit
www.jackgilden.com.

Trunk or Treat. 5-7 p.m. at Franconia
United Methodist Church, 6037
Franconia Road, Alexandria. Get a
jump start on Halloween by joining
Franconia United Methodist Church
for a family-friendly Trunk or Treat
in the church parking lot. Wear s
costume and enjoy fun and games for
children from preschool to middle
school. Free. Call 703 971-5171 or
visit www.franconiaumc.org/contact.

THURSDAY/OCT. 25
Hitchcocktober: 39 Steps (1935). 7

p.m. at Angelika Film Center –
Mosaic, 2911 District Ave., Fairfax.
Every Thursday night in October a
classic film by Sir Alfred Hitchcock
will be featured with a bonus
screening of PSYCHO on Halloween.
Tickets are $10. Visit
angelikafilmcenter.com.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 25-28
The Adventures of Huckleberry

Finn. 8 p.m. at George Mason
University Center for the Arts-
Concert Hall, 4373 Mason Pond
Drive, Fairfax. Mark Twain’s
irrepressible hero helps his friend Jim
escape to freedom while sharing
hilarious, suspenseful and
heartwarming adventures, all told
with classically American music. $15
for students and seniors, $30 for
adults. Call 703-901-5941 or visit
cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/big-river-the-
adventures-of-huckleberry-finn.

FRIDAY/OCT. 26
Lorton Workhouse Ceramics

Workshop. 10:30 a.m. at Lorton
Senior Center, 7722 Gunston Plaza,
Lorton. Travel to the Lorton
Workhouse Arts Center Visit
lortonseniorcenter.org or call 703-
550-7195.
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By Andrea Worker

The Connection

B
illed as a public forum to focus
on the effects of climate change
on Virginia and what actions Vir-
ginians can take to combat the

situation, the Virginia Climate Crisis Forum
played out more like a debate between the
two candidates seeking to represent the
Commonwealth in the United States Sen-
ate in the Nov. 6 elections. The contrast was
clear, even though Democratic incumbent
Tim Kaine and his Republican challenger,
Corey Stewart, the chairman of the Prince
William County Board of Supervisors, were
never on stage at the same time.

The packed house in the auditorium on
Sept. 18 at James Madison High School in
Vienna, didn’t seem to mind. Faith Alliance
for Climate Solutions organized the event.

“We need to know where these two stand
and what they plan to do about climate and
environmental issues,” was the opinion of
two retirees who braved the traffic from
Springfield to attend the event.

There was a three-person panel of experts
bringing the perspectives of health, national
security and local government to the dis-
cussion.

Samantha Ahdoot, MD, is a pediatrician
and co-founder of Virginia Clinicians for
Climate Action. Ahdoot shared statistics and
personal experience about the effects of
pollution, hotter summers, and worsening
allergy seasons on her young patients, and
on the elderly and more vulnerable.

“A bold vision for de-carbonization will
ensure a healthy future for Virginia’s chil-
dren with clean air and a stable climate,”
said Ahdoot.

Major General Rick Devereaux, USAF
(Ret.) opened a few eyes on how climate
change effects national security and the
preparedness of the American military to
cope with those threats.

“Climate change threatens our national
security in a number of ways,” said
Devereaux, noting that extreme changes
in climate lead to economic and cultural
instabilities. “More risk of conflict, more
refugees fleeing environments growing
more and more inhospitable.” Devereaux
sees that one effect as rocking an already
shaky world stage, and “placing humani-
tarian demands on our overtaxed military
forces.”

Devereaux applauded the military’s move
toward biofuels and away from gasoline,
saying that one of the most dangerous mis-
sions for military personnel is the movement
of highly flammable fuels in combat zones.

Rising sea levels are direct, physical
threats to military installations, Devereaux
said. “There’s some 1,700 [military instal-
lations] on coast lines, and many have al-
ready been subject to flooding” even with-
out the influence of major storms like Hur-
ricane Florence.

The third panel member, Fairfax County
Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon)
addressed the issues from a local govern-
ment level. The area that Storck represents
“contains many waterways and various in-
dustrial sites that combine to create unique
risks and challenges,” and has also been
subject to flooding and other environmen-
tal damage.

Storck emphasized the need to “take im-
mediate action” to protect “People, Places,
and Property.”

THE PANELISTS posed questions to the
two senatorial candidates from their indi-
vidual perspectives and areas of knowledge
and concern, led by moderator Rev. Dr. Jean
Wright, a co-founder of  Faith Alliance for
Climate Solutions.

Kaine wasted no time differentiating him-
self from his opponent and from the Trump
Administration.

“Before we talk about solutions,” said
Kaine, “we have to all accept that man-made
climate change is real,” not the “hoax” that
Kaine reminded the audience was the
President’s often-stated opinion on the is-
sue. “Both [Trump and Stewart] have used
that word.”

Kaine supports the science of climate
change and says that overall, so does Con-
gress. He relates that he sees the effects of
climate change every day.

“This is not a tomorrow issue in Virginia.
It’s an issue for today.”

Stewart began his remarks by saying to
the climate-conscious audience that “per-
haps we won’t agree on much, but all I am

asking for is an open mind, and I will have
an open mind, as well.”

Stewart readily admits that the climate
has changed significantly in recent years,
but he does not see that as being primarily
“caused by man,” and that he does not be-
lieve “man can change that.” His assertion
brought shouts and boos from the crowd,
and had moderator Wright calling for civil-
ity and respect.

The contrasts between the two men con-
tinued as they answered the questions of
the moderator and the panelists.

On the subject of constructing additional
pipelines in Virginia, Kaine thought that the
process to permit such construction was
flawed and needed to be addressed at the
Federal level.

“I’m not saying I would never be in favor
of a new pipeline,” Kaine said, but that the
question first needed to be asked if a pipe-
line was truly needed, and then to proceed
with an investigatory process to assess im-
pact and to allow for “real citizen input,”
rather than token outreach.

Reliance on green energy solutions would
“increase the costs of power, cost jobs” and
make the country less secure, while having
little impact on the negatives associated
with climate change, Stewart said.

Stewart’s answers throughout the forum
strongly defended the coal industry. Ex-
pressing his agreement with the President’s
decision to pull out of the Paris Climate
Accord, Stewart said that shutting down the
coal industry or imposing “burdensome”
environmental regulations on businesses
would just move the problem to countries
like China and India where there would be
less-regulation and more harmful effects.

“Again,” he said, “losing jobs at home and
not solving anything.”

Major General Devereaux responded that
by leaving the Paris Accord “what we ceded
is moral leadership. É It diminishes our
moral authority and national security.” If
there are problems with the pact – which
Devereaux acknowledged there are several
– then it was the role of leaders to stay at
the table and work the problem, rather than
be “absent.”

KAINE said that he supports eliminating
tax credits and subsidies for carbon energy
producers and other industries.

“It’s time for us to stop picking the win-
ners and losers,” he said, and invest that
money more wisely. Kaine disagrees with
Stewart that “green solutions” would cause
devastating job losses, citing studies and
examples where more, better-paying and
more sustainable employment is associated
with green energy industries, technology
and research.

The Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions
was founded in 2013 and has grown to rep-
resent more than 70 congregations in North-
ern Virginia. Visit www.faithforclimate.org
for more information.

Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions hosts public forum featuring Kaine and Stewart.

Climate Forum Highlights Sharp Differences

After finishing his section of the event, U.S. Sen, Tim Kaine stepped
backstage and took a few questions, including one from Oakton High
School Junior Wendy Gao, who attended the forum as a reporter for her
school newspaper.

The Virginia Climate Crisis Forum drew a packed house in the audito-
rium of James Madison High School in Vienna.

Photos by Andrea Worker/The Connection
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By Andrea Worker

The Connection

O
n Tuesday, Nov. 6, voters will go to the
polls to choose a United States Sena-
tor, representatives for Congress, Town
officials in Herndon, and vote on sev-

eral referendums.
The Fairfax County Electoral Board held a Media

Briefing session on Sept,17 to provide important in-
formation regarding the election process and voting
in Fairfax County. With “E-Day” on the horizon, they
want to help voters avoid any confusions or pitfalls
that could cause unnecessary inconvenience or even
the denial of their vote.

In-person absentee voting for the midterm elec-
tions began on Friday, Sept. 21, at the Fairfax County
Government Center at 12000 Government Center
Parkway in Fairfax and the first mailing of absentee
ballots is scheduled to go out on the same date. The
Office of Elections is ready, even as they continue
preparations for actual election day action.

“Thank goodness we just got the ballots in,” said
Electoral Board Secretary Kate Hanley. “They came
from New Bern, North Carolina!” a town particularly
devastated by Hurricane Florence.

Election officials want to be sure that voters are
ready to exercise their right to vote.

To that end, a voter information notice including
a sample ballot, precinct locations and other perti-
nent information is being mailed to both active and
inactive registered voters -  but that won’t do you
much good if you haven’t yet registered to vote.

Hanley reminds that the deadline to register to vote
is Oct. 15. To be eligible to register, you must be a
citizen of the United States, a resident of Virginia,
and at least 18 years of age by the next general elec-
tion. Voters will need to provide a valid photo ID to
vote in person.

New registrants can obtain the voter application
form from a myriad of places, including the Elec-
tions Office in Government Center, DMV offices, and
public libraries. The registration application must
then be mailed as instructed to the Office of Elec-

tions. Registrants can also apply online at
www.vote.elections.virginia.gov. The County reports
that 95 percent of voter registrations are now done
electronically.

VOTING can be done in person on Election Day, by
in-person absentee voting or via a mail-in absentee
ballot. There are 20 valid reasons accepted to vote
absentee in Virginia and several different time ranges
that apply, depending on a person’s circumstances.
All of these requirements are clearly outlined on the
www.elections.virginia.gov website. If voters deter-
mine they meet the absentee voting criteria, the ap-
plication for the absentee ballot can be downloaded
from the site and there is even a video on the site
showing how to fill out the application.

“It’s important to realize that the ballot itself is
still mailed to you,” noted Electoral Board Chairman
Stephen Hunt. “Some people just keep hitting the
‘Apply’ button, waiting for the ballot to download. It
doesn’t work that way.”

Hunt wants voters to plan for that and give them-
selves ample time to receive the absentee ballot, com-
plete it, and send it back. As of Sept.17, the County
reports having received almost 8,000 mail-in ballot
applications. The deadline to apply for a mail-in ab-
sentee voting ballot is Oct. 30 at 5 p.m., but that
doesn’t leave much time for your ballot to be received
by Election Day. Mailed-in absentee ballots are
counted on election night in the Central Absentee
Precinct.

Regardless of how you plan to cast your vote, the
first port of call should be that
www.vote.elections.virginia.gov website to check
your voter status and to update your information if
need be.

Hunt said that there have been instances where
address changes or other incorrect information have
caused problems for the voter. “Check everything in
advance.”

In addition to the Government Center location,
registered voters can vote in-person absentee before
Election Day at 9 other satellite locations: The Lorton
Library; The Providence Community Center; the Gov-
ernmental Centers of: Franconia, Mason, McLean,
Mount Vernon, North County (Reston), Sully, West
Springfield

County readies for
Nov. 6 elections.

‘E-Day’ on the Horizon

From left:
Fairfax County
General Regis-

trar Gary
Scott, Kate

Hanley, Secre-
tary of the

Fairfax County
Electoral

Board, Board
Chairman

Stephen Hunt,
and Vice-

Chairman
Bettina

Lawton host
members of

the media at a
meeting on

Sept, 17.

Photo by Andrea Worker/The Connection
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The Government Center Offices will be closed on
Oct. 8 for Columbus Day. All locations are closed on
Sundays and the hours for each are posted on the
County website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov.elections/
absentee.

Other than the deadlines, voting requirements, and
where to find the necessary information, the Elec-
toral Board members had a few other cautionary
notes and reminders.

Some of those reminders were aimed at college
students, possibly living away from home on Elec-
tion Day.

Using George Mason University as an example,
Hunt and Hanley said that even though there is a
voting poll on campus, students cannot vote there if
they are registered elsewhere in the Commonwealth.

“Several hundred denials have resulted from vot-
ers attempting to vote at a precinct different from
where they are registered,” said Hunt. The chances
of being able to race from the wrong polling place
to the correct one in time are fairly slim. Mail-in
ballots can be sent to any address, but in-person
voting must take place where the voter is registered
– still another good reason to check your informa-
tion on the Virginia voter’s website.

Also, said Fairfax County Information Officer Lisa
Connors, “remind students to bring stamps!” Lack
of access to stamps or a post office was reported as
a problem when the County held a college intern
brainstorming session this summer.

Hunt also took time to assure residents that while
there have been incidents of missassigned voters,
every effort is made to avoid those mistakes, includ-
ing close collaboration with the Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles, the County departments involved in geo-
graphic information systems, and “a lot of manual
checking and double-checking.” Hunt said that even
one voter denied their voting rights because of cleri-
cal error “is one too many.”

THE BALLOTS are printed with instructions and
information in Spanish, Korean and Vietnamese.
There are also translators on phone “standby” that
can assist voters at the polls.

Also on hand at the meeting was Travis Potter, Act-
ing IT Manager, and a handout was available on “Vot-
ing System Security.” The Electoral Board assures
voters that the County’s voting systems have been
“rigorously tested…and certified by the U.S. Assis-
tance Commission and Virginia Department of Elec-
tions.” No part of the certified system is connected to
the internet – no modems, no Wi-Fi capabilities to
allow hacking. Elections results are never transmit-
ted but instead, are called into the office.

It’s also important to note that election night re-
sults are not considered “official” until County elec-
tion officers review the machine tapes for every bal-
lot scanner and compare that information with the
results reported.

Before the briefing concluded, Secretary Hanley
updated the media on the Board’s position to move
the June primaries to the third Tuesday in the month.
The Board officially adopted this position in July, and
sent a letter of recommendation to the Board of Su-
pervisors, the Fairfax County School Board, and the
members of the Fairfax Delegation to the General
Assembly in August.

Hanley said, “165 of the County’s 243 precincts are
located in schools.” Numerous reasons, not the least
being the call for increased security at schools in re-
cent times, have convinced the Electoral Board that
for the June primaries, it is in the best interests of
students and voters to move the date to when most
schools have already finished the academic year.

“I think the recommendation is gaining traction,”
reported Hanley.

There’s a lot of information involved in the act of
casting your vote. The Elections Office of Fairfax
County is there to help on the web, by email at
voting@fairfaxcounty.gov, in person, or by calling
their offices at 703-222-0776.

County Readies for Elections

Mystics at Home in Fairfax
The Washington Mystics hosted the Seattle Storm in game 3 of their first ever WNBA Finals on

Sept. 12, 2018, at EagleBank Arena in Fairfax.  Down 0-2 in the series, the Mystics were in
desperate need of a win to avoid being swept. The Storm were too much for the Mystics and
won 98-92 to claim their third WNBA title since 2004.

 Photos by Tom Manning/The Connection
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Not on hold with the Oncology depart-
ment today. Not elbowing Twinkle or Biscuit 
off my writing tablet as I sit and write this 
week’s column. And not going hungry from 
the previous Friday’s infusion (a week plus 
has passed so the worst side effect of the 
treatment has passed). 

In general, aside from waiting for my 
upcoming CT scan on Sept. 26, I am glad that 
soon I can get on with my life. 

You’ll note I didn’t say fate. That word 
has too negative a connotation. And my 
nature, as you regular readers know, is as a 
positive/glass half full kind of person. So, as 
I approach this next milestone, I view it not 
so much as a millstone but more so as just 
another rock that hopefully leaves me not in a 
very hard place.

The pre-existing cancer diagnosis is al-
ready hard enough. But after living with it for 
so long and enduring as many rounds of che-
motherapy, side effects, lab work, diagnostic 
scans, 24-hour urine collection and all the 
associated anxiety surrounding a “terminal” 
diagnosis as I have, one, at least this one, 
has learned to live with the miscellaneous 
demands. 

It’s not to imply that doing so is easy, but 

that end, which ultimately won’t be my end, 
assimilating the good, bad and the incredibly 
worrisome into some sort of mental spread-
sheet seems the only logical pursuit. 

Either you learn to take it in stride or you’ll 
die not trying. 

And since dying, so far as we know any-
how, is so much less appealing than living, 
I’m striving to balance my equilibrium and 
never get too high or too low no matter the 
news. (Yes. I’m a Libra so balance is very 
much a part of my process.) 

That’s not to say that there aren’t incredi-
ble pressures and challenges that us cancer 
patients have to manage, it’s more that to say 
that laughing in the face of death is not a sign 
of weakness but more so a sign of enlight-
ened strength.

Part of that strength is respecting the 
process with which cancer patients are all 
too familiar and moreover, and most impor-
tantly, understanding and respecting what we 
don’t have control over. There’s an element of 
letting go which enhances one’s quality of life 
and minimizes obstacles as well. 

Doing what you can and not fretting 
about what you can’t, in addition to keeping 
an open mind, combines to smooth out the 
rough edges and to focus on the path ahead. 
The ‘path ahead’ being the goal.

I remember that exact philosophy being 
expressed by my oncologist at the original 
Team Lourie meeting back in late February 
2009. When it was suggested that my moth-

my youth or my dalliances in college in the 
’70s might be relevant/have had an impact 
on my lung cancer diagnosis, my oncologist 
would have none of it. 

Retrieving fragments of history and/or 
assigning blame for less-than-ideal behavior 
was irrelevant to him. His concern was not 
the past, it was the present/future. We were 
to be looking/planning ahead and treating 
forward.

And so here I sit, very much having been 
treated forward. 

At present, I am my oncologist’s prize cow, 
a stage IV, non-small cell lung cancer survi-
vor, alive and reasonably well nine years and 
nearly seven months into an initial “13 month 
to two year” prognosis. After hearing that 
grim prognosis, I never would have imagined 
that in August 2018, I’d still be alive. 

But here I am. Not a victim of my own 
circumstances.

Woe I’ll
Never Be

From Page 6

as presented does not go far enough
to ensure the County’s role as a re-
gional leader or to advance cost sav-
ings, real climate change initiatives or
resiliency planning. I strongly believe
the County needs to move forward
quickly to adopt a Community Climate
Action Plan and a Resiliency Plan. As
a County, we can do far more, and
adopting more aggressive goals will
result in significant cost savings and
a faster return on our investment for
both our environment and our bud-
get.

If you would like to learn how you,
your family, neighbors and community
can help our environment, join us on
Saturday, Nov. 10 for the District’s first
ever Environment Expo: Saving the
Earth One Person at a Time. For more
information, visit our website: https:/
/ w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y . g o v /
mountvernon.

Storck

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

VOTER REGISTRATION AND ID EVENTS
The Fairfax County Office of Elections

(12000 Government Center Parkway Suite 323,
Fairfax) is open daily during normal business
hours to provide county residents the
opportunity to register to vote or obtain a free
voter photo ID if needed. Applicants will need to
complete a photo voter ID application, have a
photo taken and sign a digital signature pad.
Call 703-222-0776.

The following event will also provide opportunity to
register to vote and/or get a photo Virginia
Voter card.

❖ Thursday/Oct. 4, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Leewood
Healthcare Center, 7120 Braddock Road,
Annandale.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 27
Alzheimer’s Educational Conference. 9 a.m.-

2 p.m. at Waterford at Fair Oaks, 12025 Lee
Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax. The
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America (AFA)’s
national Educating America National Tour,
featuring AFA’s free Concepts in Care
educational conference, free memory screenings,
and much more, comes to Fairfax. Program is
open to families affected by Alzheimer’s disease,
caregivers, and anyone interested in learning
more about Alzheimer’s disease. Free. Visit
alzfdn.org/event/afa-educating-america-tour-
fair-oaks/ or call 866-232-8484.

Gentle Yoga. 12:30-2 p.m. at Sentara Surgery
Specialists Comprehensive Breast Center, 8988
Lorton Station Blvd., Suite 103, Lorton. This
yoga protocol is facilitated by Pat Fitzsimmons
RN, C-IAYT, E-RYT 500, an instructor
specifically trained to work with cancer patients
who will adapt traditional yoga practices to
meet the physiological and psychological needs
of cancer patients. Visit www.sentara.com

Public Information Meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at
Fairview Elementary School, 5815 Ox Road,
Fairfax Station. The Virginia Department of
Transportation is holding a public information
meeting on plans to widen and make other
improvements to about five miles of the Fairfax
County Parkway (Route 286) between Route 29
(Lee Highway) and Route 123 (Ox Road). There
will be a presentation at 7 p.m. VDOT staff will
be available to answer questions. View
www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/
ffx_co_pkwy_widening.asp for more.

Bulletin

Board
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 


