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b
COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b
To AdvertiseYour 

Community of Worship
Call 703-778-9418

“loving people to life”

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

New Year’s Eve 
Gathering at 6 PM

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult 
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org

5690 Oak Leather Drive

Burke, VA 22015

703-764-0456
www.BurkePresChurch.org

Regular worship is 
Sundays at 9 & 11:15 AM

Children's & Teens'

Writing with prefixes, submitted by
Mary Ellen Zavaleta, Sixth Grade
Teacher.

The anti-happy underground
tritoothed hippo and his cohippo
disagreed about forecasting the
underground weather so instead
they got into their underground
submarine and drove it in a semi-
circle.  As the duo drove their un-
derground submarine the aqua
dog, a famous underground super-
star, transported the anti-happy
underground tritoothed hippo and
his cohippo to the land above the
underground.

— Elizabeth So

My multicolored pinkish-blue
pet has duobows on each of her
ears. She was happily eating
multichipped cookies. She made a
mistake and spilled the milk. So
then she repoured the milk into
the polyspotted cup. Then she
semi-dipped her chocolate chip
cookies and started to eat them
nonstop. She was midway in her
“eating the cookies the fastest”
challenge when her friend came in
and said those were her cookies!
My pet said it was a misunder-
standing and that the whole class
got cookies. After that her friend
and she ate the cookies together.

The end.

— Christie Bae

The prehistoric, multiheaded,
polyeyed purple octopus repaired
his irreplaceable calendar. He uses
his calendar to predate the past
apocalyptic resurgence of man. Do
you think he’ll finish before his
pregame warmup? And if he can
will our octopus be able to replace

the calendar’s indescribable qual-
ity?

— Lucan Cohen

My grandmother said she had a
pet worth multi-million dollars. I
told her that was impossible so she
invited me over to her house. I
knew my grandma was a former
biology student and loved animals,
but what I saw when I walked in
was insane! It was a hexahorned ,
trilegged, deca-eyed dog looking
right at me. The prehistoric-look-
ing thing was looking right at me.
The prehistoric-looking dog
marched back to his bed – which
could be misjudged to be a throne
– and started to drink water out
of his semi-filled wine glass.

— Grace Heberer

My pet is a pre-human animal.
He is a uni-headed, quad-eyed,
octo-legged, tri-armed cat. He is
writing a report on why the Cat
Council should intercept midway
a group of enemy submarines
transporting unfriendlies under-
sea. He is thinking about the in-
justice and how it was impossible
that the Council had overlooked
his first report. When they read it
they disagreed, dismissing it as
nonsense. He is writing another
report about anti-Cat beings, say-
ing that they will use the atmo-
sphere to send encoded messages
to each other and also saying that
they will use a mind-controlled
singing superstar to defrost the
tension between the beings and
the Dogs.

— Christian Yoon

Cherry Run Elementary

Cats benefit from being in a foster home. We need long- and short-term
fosters for cats of all ages, mothers with litters and kittens on their own.

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer at www.lostdogrescue.org

Consider Fostering

You Can Make a Difference

visit our website,
cl ick on Participate

Glasses
I have lost my glasses,
I need them to see
I cannot think of what will become of me,
For I am nearsighted
And not so delighted
Yes, my pair of glasses ARE LOST!

— Sarah Chaykin, 9, of Burke

Grade 4, Keene Mill Elementary
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Children's & Teens'

By Oliver Glas, Grade 4, Cherry Run ES, Art Resource Teacher
Melanie C. Rodas

My Desk by Jean Seo, Art Classes in Burke with Instructor Carol Zeitlin.

Drawing by
Allison
Bieron, Art
Classes in
Burke with
Instructor
Carol
Zeitlin.

By Christie Bae, Grade 6,  Cherry Run ES
My Thanksgiving by Josephine Bronson, Art Classes in Burke with In-
structor Carol Zeitlin.

Welcome
Dear Readers:

This week, the Burke Connection turns
over its pages to the youth and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s & Teens’ Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2019 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s & Teens’

Connection. Please keep us in mind as your
children continue to create spectacular
works of art and inspiring pieces of writing
in the coming year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is
email, which should be sent to
burke@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

— Editor Kemal Kurspahic
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Children's & Teens'

Submitted by Mary Ellen Zavaleta,
Sixth Grade Teacher.

Give
I had a friend that loved to

win and she would win a lot
and brag about it! She was very
competitive but other than
bragging about her wins she
was pretty nice. Whenever she
would win not too many kids
would congratulate her because
she would already congratulate
herself. One day she won first
place and I got second. Out of
all people she definitely
thought I wouldn’t say any-
thing, but I told her “Good job!
You deserve that and your
teachers are so proud of you.” I
walked away, but I walked
away knowing that she really
appreciated what I said – be-
cause no kid would say that to
her and she would definitely
not have said that to me.

— Elizabeth So

Thank You
There are lots of things I’m

thankful for but one stands out
the most. For a long time I hated
to read. My mom had to beg
and plead to get me to pick up
a book. She finally got tired of
this and she made some strict
rules on reading. The rule
stated that my sister and I had
to read for thirty minutes a day
to earn our electronics on the
weekend. I hated the rule but
it forced me to read a lot more
than I did before. I think my
mom is a secret genius because
now I love to read and I thank
her for that.

— Bryce Williams

Once upon a Thanksgiving,
my family and I were going up
to New York when I said I would
like to say the prayer. At my
uncle’s house, before we ate, I
was eyeballing him so hard that
my eyeballs were going to fall
out. And finally he said, “Walter,
would you like to say the
prayer?” I was screaming in my
head and I ate turkey so fast
and so much and it was a great
Thanksgiving.

— Walter Rizzardi

I am thankful for our dog,
Ruby. We adopted her from an
animal shelter. She is comfort-
ing for times when I am not
feeling good. She makes me lift
up my spirit so then I feel bet-

ter.

— Daniel Magana

My grandma has a cabin in
West Virginia. It takes about
four hours to drive there. I re-
ally love it. You can ski – Snow-
shoe is near there. You can also
fish because there’s a pond near
and a river, too. I love the cabin.

— Caleb Duff

Being a kid comes with some
parental restrictions. Adults
have it MUCH worse than kids,
but our problems are still frus-
trating. It’s good to have some-
one to relate to when you’re
frustrated like this. And therein
lies one of the best parts of a
sister: company. When I’m frus-
trated, it’s good to have some-
one I can relate to. I just really
appreciate that.

— Lucas Cohen

I am very thankful for my
ramp on our Honda Odyssey
van. After my dad died, it was
so hard for my mom to load me
into our black car. I am thank-
ful for my van because my
wheelchair can fit in it. The van
was made in Waynesboro, WV,
2 �  hours away from here. I
remember going to look at it.
We got to test one of the ramp
vans that was there. My mom
got locked in the van after I got
out. I thought it was funny. (The
man opened the ramp door
manually so she could get out.)

— Christopher Boehm

I have always had super thick
hair and I have always had curly
hair. My hair was never that
thick pretty hair that would be
shown on TV when women ad-
vertise for shampoo. I never felt
confident about my hair be-
cause it was different and no
one had hair as thick as mine.
Everyone had straight, thin hair
that was easy to put up in cute
styles.

In fourth grade, I took my hair
out of a pony tail, but just when
I was about to put it back up, a
mom came up to me and said
“No! Leave your hair down. You
are so lucky to have wavy hair
that no one else has. My daugh-
ter is probably jealous!” That
really changed me. I feel more
confident about my hair be-
cause of her.

— Elizabeth So

Cherry Run Elementary

Art Classes in Burke

Artwork submitted by Art Classes in Burke with Instructor Carol Zeitlin.

Color Pencil Drawing by Amanda Bohn

My Thanksgiving by Josephine Bronson

Drawing by
Calvin Ashley

Drawing by
Leah Brinkley

Animal Collage, Color Pencil Drawing by Audrey
Reese
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

5206A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network Doctor,
Cigna, DavisVision, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

Your “Nicely Done” Kitchen or Bath is Right Around the Corner!
A “One-Stop Shop” That Goes Above and Beyond Your Imagination

Kings’s Park Shopping Center
8934 Burke Lake Road, Springfield VA 22151
703-764-3748  www.nicelydonekitchens.com

Find us on Houzz,
Facebook, & Angie’s List!

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
Volunteers needed for

adoption events,
fostering,

transportation,
adoption center

caretaking and more.

Children's & Teens'

By Stanley Liang, Grade 1

Newington Forest Elementary

Short poems by Maya Tirado of Springfield.

A Tree
I love different colors
my hair changes each season.
It changes each time
when the sun is high
and wind is breezin’.

Earth
The earth is green, the earth is blue.
The land, sea and everything around you.
The tides, the waves come from the moon!
The grass, the green comes from the clouds.
The rain, the sun, everything on earth,
helps each other for you!

Thanksgiving
Delicious food
brings gratitude.
For family and friends
they bring love to the heart and
gratefulness to the mind.
Enjoy and relax
for your heart
to say HOORAY.

Clouds of Wonder
Clouds are mysteries
What do they do?
Where do they come from?
They help the environment
and I hope you do too!

Wind
The wind is magical
the wind is cool
the wind dances with the big blue sea,
it dances with the little happy you.

Storm
A storm is mean,
a storm is powerful.
A storm is as stable as a house,
as mean as a fire-breathing dragon
and a slithering snake, and
as powerful as a viper bite sting.

Poetry Corner
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

Fairfax County Parkway Widening
Fairfax County

Public Information Meeting  

Monday, January 7, 2019 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

Presentation starts at 7 p.m 
Inclement Weather Date: Monday, January 14, 2019 

Robinson Secondary School 
5035 Sideburn Road, Fairfax, VA 22032 

Find out about plans to widen Fairfax County Parkway (Route 
286) from four to six lanes between Route 29 (Lee Highway) 
and Route 123 (Ox Road). The proposed project design also 
includes an interchange at Popes Head Road and the future 
Shirley Gate Road extension, improvements to the existing trail 
in the Fairfax County Parkway right of way and construction of 
a new shared-use path to make the trail continuous within the 
project limits. 

Stop by between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to view displays and 
learn more about the project and its preliminary design, includ-
ing Popes Head Road interchange options under consideration. 

will be available to answer your questions. 

Review project information at the VDOT project website 
(www.virginiadot.org/projects), at the information meeting, or 

at 4975 Alliance Drive in Fairfax. Please call ahead at 703-691-
6710 or TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate personnel are 
available to answer your questions. 

Give your written comments at the meeting, or submit them 
by  January 22, 2018 to Mr. Sitaram Kodali, P.E., Virginia 
Department of Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 
22030, or email meetingcomments@VDOT.virginia.gov. Please 
reference “Fairfax County Parkway Widening” in the subject line.  

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all 
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or 
special assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English 

TDD 711.  

State Project: 0286-029-259, P101, UPC: 107937, 
Federal: STP-5A01 (775)

Children's & Teens' Cherry Run Elementary

Submitted by Mary Ellen Zavaleta, Sixth Grade Teacher.

By Ameera Ali

By Ameera Ali
By Christie Bae

Our class read the book The Wild Robot by Peter Brown. Christie Bae made
this turn-the-crank model of a scene in which the otters accidentally bring the
robot, Roz, to life.

Cherry Run Art Gallery

Artwork submitted by Melanie C. Rodas, Art Resource Teacher, Cherry Run ES.

By Aaron Platt, Grade 4 By Abi Schuettler, Grade 5 By Andrew Fthenos, Grade 6

By Lucas Cohen, Grade 6 By Lily Longenecker, Grade 6 By Haley Inscoe, Grade 6

By Henning Gehrmann, Amelia Soltren, Kaitlyn Cyre
and Jaithin Landau (Grade 1).

By
Caroline
Crook,
Grade 3

A printed
mandala

banner by
Victoria

Shea,
Grade 5

Cherry Run Elementary

Submitted by Mary Ellen Zavaleta, Sixth Grade Teacher.

By Braden Hodge, Grade 2 By Kyla Tran, Grade 5
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Orange

Hunt

Elementary

Submissions from Mrs.
Kieffer and Mrs. Rozycki’s
students

By Sorami Nguyen, Grade 3

By Audrey Smith, Grade 1

By Molly
Thorne,
Grade 2

By Ruby
Laden,

Grade 5

By Elia Mazerolle, Grade 2 By Athena Giannetti, Grade 3

By Alexandra MacDonald, Grade 6 By Andrea Dinh, Grade 3

By So phia
Orozco,
Grade 5
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Where Your Dental Needs
Come First!

Family Dentistry

• Crowns, Bridges, Partials,
   Full Dentures and Implants

• Denture Relining,
   Dentures and Partials
   Repaired While You Wait

• Saturday and Evening
   Appointments Available

• Most Insurances Accepted

• Free Invisalign Consultation

Raja Gupta, DDS
Dental First Associates, LLC

6116 Rolling Rd., Suite 312
Rolling Mill Professional Park

(next to West Springfield H.S.)

Springfield, VA 22152

703-323-9394
yourdentalfirst.com

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

Includes Exam,
Cleaning (in absence

of gum disease)
and X-rays

Se habla
Español

$99$99
(Regularly $311)

We’ve
Moved!

Hayfield Secondary

Drawings by Tony (Anthony) Diaz, a senior at Hayfield Secondary, submitted by Math Teacher Danette Short.
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Annandale Terrace Elementary

Submitted by
art specialist
Leigha Pehlivan.

By Mia
Gutierrez
Zeballos,
Grade 1

By
Dennise
Garcia
Argueta,
Kinder-
garten

By Gelila
Wasyihun,

Grade 2

By Diana
Clavijo,
Grade 5

By Daniel
Hendricks,

Grade 4
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Back to 
Abnormal

The Burke
Children’s Connection

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this publication and 14
sister publications

available at www.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents

For information on advertising email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

For information on local content email
burke@connectionnewspapers.com

Children's

Native
If the valleys
and seas
would answer
our pleas

All would be
withheld and
withdrawn

The echoes
in the hills
of the bird’s
sweet, short song

Guiding us all
slowly along

My children
They laugh
They sing
They dance

Praying along
with no
second glance

If the
civilized ones
knew how
peaceful we can be

They’d leave us
alone and
answer our
plea

 — Sarah Ewell, 12,

West Springfield

Grade 7

at Washington Irving

Middle School

English teacher

Emily Ross
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 


