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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Select your
0,

Rt TWO POOR TEACHERS  seecyor

s cor o 1o Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling our Mobile

past 17 years S I 1757 Showroom

sy, ;.M;,_M and Design

o Center
.n Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Fre Estimates

703-214-8384

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS!

TWO LARGE ONE-TOPPING LARGE ONE TOPPING PIZZA
PIZZAS ONLY ALL DAY EVERY DAY ONLY

$19.99| $8.99

All offers valid for a limited time. Delivery charges and taxes additional.

ANNANDALE............cc00rereer... 703-813-6262

BURKE.........cccovverrerrnnnnnns..... 703-978-7272
FAIRFAX/GMU.........c..crer0000... 703-352-0700
FAIRFAX STATION..................7T03-493-8181
LORTON.......ccevmveienrararenen. 703-550-2345
SPRINGFIELD........................703-913-7272

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR FAMILY

OWNED AND OPERATED STORES SINCE 1997!
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LAUREL RIDGE
ELEMENTARY

Submitted by Linda E. Simon. Advanced Academic Resource Teacher

Reflections

Written by students in Grade 4 at Lau-
rel Ridge Elementary School, submitted by
Advanced Academic Resource Teacher
Linda E. Simon.

The best thing that has ever happened
to me is having everything that I need
or wanted from the beginning of my life.
I didn’t have to live on the streets or
have to be something I'm not. I have
people who look out for me so I can live
my life, like my school, friends, family,
sports, clubs, band, and trusted adults.
There is happiness all around me (it’s a
little but it means a lot).

— KATIE McCORMICK, 9

One of the best things that happened
to me is when I was born being the
youngest child. One of the reasons why
I love being the youngest is because I
never get in trouble, and another reason
is because my mom thinks I am the
sweetest. One of the worst things that
has happened to me is one night [ woke
up to get some water or something like
that and I stepped out too far and my
foot slid on the carpet and I hit my head
on the corner of the bed. Then I ran to
my mom and tried to tell her what hap-
pened but I had lost my mind! I didn’t
know what had happened so in the
middle of the night, me, my mom and
my dad ended up going to the hospital!
Thank goodness [ was okay. Just so EV-
ERYONE knows, I still LOVE being the
youngest!

— NorRAH O'MARY, 9

The worst thing that has ever hap-
pened to me is when I was seven [ was
riding my scooter down a hill and when
I was almost all the way down I hit a
pothole and fell off my scooter and
landed on my arm. I chipped my tooth
and broke my wrist. I went back to my
house and sat down at the kitchen table.
My mom was focused on my mouth but
my sister Anna was focused on my arm.
She asked if I could move it and I said
no. My mom got me into the car and my
neighbor came to the car door. She was
crying and she asked me if [ was okay. I
said I was (I was not!). The end.

— CHARLES HaNus, 10

Iwould like to see all the changes and
new things to do in 2019. I want to
know how school will be with new
teachers and friends. I hope that in the
summer of 2019 we have a good time
too. [ hope I can go to the beach or pool
or I can just have fun. I also cannot wait
for my birthday in April. I will be turn-
ing 10. I can’t wait to learn new things
in 2019. There will be so many fun and
exciting class jobs and work. I think
2019 will be a very amazing year.

— TroY KANG, O

The thing [ am most looking forward
to in 2019 is football. I play football
every year. Next year my friend Troy
will be on my team. My dad will be the
coach. I will have fun. I like playing foot-
ball because it is a really fun sport. You
play with your friends and with family,
but you can get hurt a lot. [ have gotten
hurt a few times in my three years. I
think my team will be good next year.
Hopefully we can win the champion-
ship.

— DALTON SEAY, O

What I am most excited about in 2019
is going to 5™ grade because you learn
new things! In 5® grade you make new

friends and new adventures come to-
wards you. I will also gain new dreams
that I want to come true. I am also ex-
cited to turn 11 because it is one step
closer to achieving my dreams. Prob-
ably, I will gain new friends who will
inspire me to do new things that [ didn’t
even know I was capable of doing.
Anyways, that’s what I am excited for in
2019!

— GABBY BETANCOURT, 10

I can’t wait until 2019. There will be
so many new things to learn. After
school I go to a place where the do Tae
Kwon Do, Judo, Hapkido and it is called
OSA, which stands for Oriental Sports
Academy. I am a nominal black belt so
far but in 2019 I will test for my black
belt. To test for my black belt I need to
know all moves, all of the forms (after
my black belt test I will learn Korean)
and I need to know over 100 words in
Korean by memory. I am working on
five words a day and I can’t wait until
2019!

— EITAN MILLER, 9

I am most looking forward to bring-
ing out my lemonade stand in the
summer of 2019, but there’s a twist: the
money [ make isn’t my allowance. Say [
make $100. Cha-ching! Another buck
for charity, meaning it’s a gift for the
needy, not my allowance. Pretty gener-
ous, right?

— Isaac KLoNTZ, 9

The thing I am most looking forward
to in 2019 is the World Scout Jamboree!
I want to go to the jamboree because my
dad might be part of the staff and it
sounds really cool, although I don’t
think I can do too much because it’s for
a higher level than I'm at in scouts. I also
want to go because I know some people
that went and it sounded very fun. They
also gave me a cool gift, a handkerchief
slide. I can’t wait!!

— CHRIS JONES, 9

If I could give my family any gift that
didn’t cost money, it would be love. If
they pass away, [ would pray and make
sure they got accepted into heaven. I
would give them a kiss, hug and I will
miss them when they go. I'll be a good
host if they come to my house. I will use
good manners if 'm going to their place.
[ will pray for them if they’re sick. [ will
achieve if they want me to. I will cher-
ish them forever! That is what I would
do for my family and relatives.

— LAUREN NAGLER, 9

If I could give my parents, family or
friends any gift that didn’t cost money,
I would give them me. Even though it
wouldn’t be much of a gift for my par-
ents because they have to take care of
me and that stuff, so it might be a bet-
ter gift for my friends, because they
don’t have to do anything for me except
be kind to me. It might also be a bad gift
for my older brother because sometimes
I annoy him a lot! I would also like to
give everybody happiness, because
when somebody is sad I get sad too. Also
I don’t think anybody likes being sad!

— Ouivia KUCHARSKI, 9

If I could give my friends or parents
a gift that didn’t cost money, I would
help them take care of my younger sib-
lings. I would help out in the house, and
for my friends I would be kind and if
someone gets bullied I would stand up

SEE REFLECTIONS, PAGE 7
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CHILDREN'S & TEENS'

Teacher Sarah Florjancic

Welcome

Dear Readers:

This week, the Fairfax Connection turns
over its pages to the youth and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s & Teens’ Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2019 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s & Teens’
Connection. Please keep us in mind as your

e 1

Art Teacher: Lois Shumway
wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Come Visit Virginia, by Harley Malig, 9, Grade 4, Fairhill Elementary, Art

Grade 4, Mosby Woods Elementary,

children continue to create spectacular
works of art and inspiring pieces of writing
in the coming year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools.

As always, the Connection welcomes let-
ters to the editor, story ideas, calendar list-
ings and notices of local events from our
readers. Photos and other submissions
about special events at schools are espe-
cially welcome for our weekly schools
pages.

Our preferred method for material is
email, which should be sent to
fairfax@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

— EpiTOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC

&l

ila
By Aslesha Gurung, Grade 3, Mantua Elementary, Submitted by Nathalie
Shirley, art specialist.

=" By Jennifer Xu,
| 10, Mosby Woods

g Elementary
' School, teacher

Courtney Stevens

= - F i S el "

By Ivy Johnson, 8, of Annandale, Grade 3, Wakefield Forest Elementary,

Art Teacher Brittani Ko
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CHILDREN'S & TEENS'
What Do I Want to be When I Grow Up?

I want to be a veterinarian when I grow up! Veterinarians are awe-
some people, and you may not realize just how important they are!
Pets are like a key to friendship, and you are the lock. If your pet gets
sick or injured, veterinarians help a ton by taking care of your beloved
friend. They may even save the day! Veterinarians need to study a lot
of different subjects like biology and math, which I think is pretty in-
credible (math is definitely not my favorite subject, but I would do
anything to be a vet!). I have always loved animals, and I even have a
dog of my own. I also think that if I am a vet, and I help an animal get
back to being healthy, then I would also help the family as well! You
may have to operate on the animals or give the animal an injection. I
know I am going to have to be brave and hardworking, so I can per-
form these important tasks. That’s what I want to be when I grow up,
so I hope you’ll reach for the stars too, so you can know what YOU
want to be when you grow up!

— EVELYNE You, Il, OF FAIRFAX STATION
GRADE 6, OAK VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
TEACHER, MRS. HEANEY

Glasses

I have lost my glasses,

I need them to see

I cannot think of what will become of me,
For I am nearsighted

And not so delighted

Yes, my pair of glasses ARE LOST!

— SARAH CHAYKIN, 9, OF BURKE
GRADE 4, KEENE MILL ELEMENTARY

OVERTURE®

FAIR RIDGE

62+ APARTMENT HOMES

APARTMENT HOMES
STARTING AT $1,900*

*Pricing & availability subject to change.

Discover carefree and
maintenance-free living
that's modern, spacious,

and spontaneous.

* Modern residences
* Active amenities
* Innovative programs

Art classes with Ms. Sui Yanshun.

Girls with Big Hats by Monica Xu, 4, I Love My Home by Monica Xu, 4,

from Fairfax

from Fairfax

Haiku

We see the beauty
Of things when we look close.
Nothing from afar.

Mosey Woobs ELEMENTARY, GRADE 5

By Sara Yoshikawa, Mosby
Woods Elementary, Grade 5

— SARA YOSHIKAWA

eawhat make Overture.”

Lou & Pam, Overture Residents

Schedule your Experience at Overture today!

* L ots of new friends 844‘899'9408 OvertureFairRidge.com
3955 Fair Ridge Dr, Fairfax, VA 22033

m. ﬂ'& 62* * n Owerture is an cqu.‘d !:nusing opportunity. Amenities and services vary by location. Photo of Overture resident(s).

Seca Greystar representative for details,

and neighbors

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

FAIRFAX CONNECTION <+ CHILDREN'S & TEENS' CONNECTION 2018-2019 < 5



MANTUA ELEMENTARY

E.Eﬂ_; = -
By Katie Rose Klemm, Grade 4

Submitted by
Nathalie Shirley,
art specialist.

By Keira
Cheng,
Grade 6

By Grace Taylor, Grade 4
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LAUREL RIDGE
ELEMENTARY

Reflections !

FrROM PACE 2

for them. I could do whatever they
wanted me to do or if they give me a
direction when my parent or teacher
asks me. I would show respect to my
parents and listen to whatever she or he
is telling me. I would give a craft that
they do not know how to make with
paper. You don’t have to be rich or pool
to be a good friend or son.

— ETHAN GREEN, 9

If I could give my family anything that
doesn’t cost any money, I would give
them happiness, because I want my par-
ents to be happy every day and I don’t
want them to stress or get worried. I also
think that some people say you can buy
anything in the entire world with
money. I think that is not true—you
can’t be love or imagination or happi-
ness. So I could give them happiness
that's worth more than anything you can
buy. That way we wouldn’t fight over
things, or argue over useless stuff, and
then everyone would be happy! Then
that could influence their friends, and
then more people could always be

happy! KAl LuTHER © Find us on Houzz,
' Facebook, & Angie’s List!

 NICELY DONE
. Kitchens and Baths

Kings’s Park Shopping Center
8934 Burke Lake Road, Springfield VA 22151
703-764-3748 www.nicelydonekitchens.com

The best gift [ have ever been given is
my life, but second would be my Play
Station 4 because it is the way that I can
enjoy myself. Life is a gift that’s the
brightest thing on planet Earth, and
back to the PS4: although it’s a video
game it still makes me happy. I have
many ideas of what I want to be when I
grow up. I want to work for NASA or
maybe be a paleontologist, an archae-

SEE REFLECTIONS, PAGE |15

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

OPTOMETRISTS

* Family & Pediatric Vision Care
* Comprehensive Eye Exams ¢ Treatment of Eye Diseases
* 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty

* We carry all major brands of contact lenses ¢ In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network Doctor,
Cigna, DavisVision, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP® Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION
5206A Rolling Rd.

Burke Professional Center
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-2000

www.drsweetnam.com ¢ www.sightforvision.com

'| Tell us what you think

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

= Your “Nicely Done” Kitchen or Bath is Right Around the Corner!
\f A “One-Stop Shop” That Goes Above and Beyond Your Imagination

- o~ o

¢ Laser Vision Consultants ¢ Over a thousand frames in stock

LIVING SAVIOR PRESCHOOL

REGISTRATION

PROGRAMS FOR AGES
FEBRUARY 6 2.5-5YEARS OLD
CURRENTLY ENROLLED 3 AND 4 HOUR PROGRAMS
FEBRUARY 7 EXTENDED HOURS
GENERAL PUBLIC 4 DAYS A WEEK

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES & CURRICULUM INCLUDE:

SPANISH « MUSIC e« MOVEMENT « CHAPEL
S.T.E.A.M. PROJECTS e FIELD TRIPS
* IN-HOUSE PRESENTATIONS ¢ NATURE HIKES

CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY:
703-352-4208 "- %

preschool@livingsaviorlutheran.org < ,
5500 OX ROAD, FAIRFAX STATION, VA *:- ‘_ :

These materials are neither sponsored nor endorsed by the
Fairfax County School Board, the Superintendent or this school.
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WAKEFIELD FOREST ELEMENTARY

Artwork submitted by Brittani Ko, Art Teacher.

) "j‘ﬁ&f" .filfl..l 2 ‘.- '_ .-

ByJAmy Goldberg, 12, Grade 6, of Fairfax .

\ .T':?"I' i \ RS
By Rachel Harrar, 12, Grade 6, of Annandale

By Emma Ishikawa, 9,
Grade 4, of Fairfax

By Avery Simmons, 6,
Grade 3, of Annandale

Grade 6, of Annandale

By Lindsay Kim,
J 10, Grade 4, of
- Annandale

By Rowan Santos, 9, Grade 4, of Annandale

By Selah Yoon, 5, Kindergarten, of Fairfax
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GALLERY

Submitted by students in the Fairfax area.

Sch
Ms.

Car Washer
by Aidan
Qiao, 6,
from Fairfax,
in Grade 1 at
Navy El-
ementary
School with
Miss Coreno.

By Hannah
Dai, 11,
Fairfax,
Grade 5,
Navy
Elemen-
tary,
Teacher
Ashley
Yamoabh.

By Annie Zeng, 5, Fairfax Villa Elementary

Greenbrier East Elementary
teacher Tammy Ashforth.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Happy Time
by Emma
Yuan, 5,
from Fairfax,
in Kinder-
garten at
Daniels Run
Elementary

ool with
Bayder.

Photo of a
pet bearded
dragon by
Jasmine
Sklarew, 11,

. from Fairfax,

in Grade 6 at
Oak View
Elementary
with
homeroom
teacher Mrs.
Heaney.

By Elizabeth
Dai, 8,

' Fairfax, Grade

3, iNavy

. Elementary,
. Teacher:

Laura
Delaney.

By Nora Li, 7, from Fairfax, Grade 2 at

School with

Gﬂt}' K3atet, DS,
Sata Ounine - DDS

DIPLOMATES OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Dentistry for Children, Adolescents £~ Special Needs
703-978-005! It\ﬁi ediatric Hnu[:mom

SUITE T - 5631 BURIE.-EEHTRE-W‘F EURKL.M -’,_EL‘IIE
MEeT LiFe, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER
WEEKDAYS « SATURDAYS ® EVENINGS 24 Hour EMERGENCY CARE

Virginia Department
of Transportation

Fairfax County Parkway Widening
Fairfax County

Public Information Meeting

Monday, January 7, 2019
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Presentation starts at 7 p.m
Inclement Weather Date: Monday, January 14, 2019

Robinson Secondary School
5035 Sideburn Road, Fairfax, VA 22032

Find out about plans to widen Fairfax County Parkway (Route
286) from four to six lanes between Route 29 (Lee Highway)
and Route 123 (Ox Road). The proposed project design also
includes an interchange at Popes Head Road and the future
Shirley Gate Road extension, improvements to the existing trail
in the Fairfax County Parkway right of way and construction of
a new shared-use path to make the trail continuous within the
project limits.

Stop by between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to view displays and
learn more about the project and its preliminary design, includ-
ing Popes Head Road interchange options under consideration.
VDOT will hold a presentation beginning at 7 p.m. Project staff
will be available to answer your questions.

Review project information at the VDOT project website
(www.virginiadot.org/projects), at the information meeting, or
during business hours at VDOT’s Northern Virginia District Office
at 4975 Alliance Drive in Fairfax. Please call ahead at 703-691-
6710 or TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate personnel are
available to answer your questions.

Give your written comments at the meeting, or submit them
by January 22, 2018 to Mr. Sitaram Kodali, P.E., Virginia
Department of Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA
22030, or email meetingcomments@VDOT.virginia.gov. Please
reference “Fairfax County Parkway Widening” in the subject line.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or
special assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact Mr. Sitaram Kodali at 703-691-6710 or TTY/
TDD 711.

State Project: 0286-029-259, P101, UPC: 107937,
Federal: STP-5A01 (775)

FAIRFAX CONNECTION <+ CHILDREN'S & TEENS' CONNECTION 2018-2019 < 9



FAIRFAX VILLA ELEMENTARY

Submitted by Danielle Paramore.

By Sam P, Kindergarten By Layla R., Grade 2

By Korbin Y.,
Kindergarten

By Ava N.,
Grade 6

By Ella P, Grade 1 By Audrey O., Grade 1 By Natai N., Grade 3
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GALLERY

Tech Painting’s got you covered

Y

Art classes with Ms. Sui Yanshun.

il %

A &V B

My Playdate by Miranda Xu, 6, from Fairfax, Grade 1
at Colin Powell Elementary

Sisters on a Swing by Miranda
Xu, 6, from Fairfax, Grade 1
at Colin Powell Elementary

Newspapers & Online

Reaching 15 Markets throughout
Northern Virginia and Potomac, Md

Available -
in print and %
G T
cagiial G~ |
PDFs s
One Morning in the Spring by Miranda Xu, 6, from Fairfax, Grade 1 online
at Colin Powell Elementary $
through
email and
social

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church
Regular Worship

Saturdays 5:30 PM
Sundays 8:15 & 11 AM

= o Verwon @asete 2\

JUBILEECHRISTIANCENTER
“lovmﬁpeopl&ta lf»”

New Year'’s Eve

Gathering at 6 PM

Worship Gathering - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

B o

| Ban & [ T

Sun. Evening - Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups
Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170

Sunday School & Adult Education 9:45 AM
No Children’s Sunday School Dec. 30

8304 Old Keene Mill Rd. 22152
www.poplc.org 703-451-5855

To AdvertiseYour

Community of Worship
Call 703-778-9418

visit connectionnewspapers.com/ PDFs to subscribe for free

E
AT Reaching Suburbian Washinglon's Leading Houssholds

oo Gertle Ponket  # Farfs Coemecion = [l il Mornaion Conmarfion

Perwspapers & Onlins vidingion Corvucion. = i Shlion/ (iMoo Commtion. » Pokirmae Al
sy - sl Falt Contwrtan » Retton o
T03-7T78-8431 +Cemte'Veem et Corwrdon « Spraghekd Correrter

Wi DOnneCT-onheaipage s com +Chaniily Conaechon + Wiounl Yermon Geeky = V¥mnaaTaiaon Comnachon

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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EAGLE VIEW ELEMENTAR

Wl o ol By vy ety ms by e g

iy s iy o 15 gt
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Cultural Identity Self Portrait by Andrew

Jones, Grade 3.

12 % FAIRFAX CONNECTION

Artwork submitted by
art teacher Jessica Chinn.

o e iy | s

Py g —_———

Cultural Identity Self Portrait by Burak
Kiraz, Grade 3.

Global
Hero Masks
by Iaan Ha,
Grade 5.

Cultural
Identity Self
Portrait

by Batu
Munkhsaikhan,
Grade 3.

Name|
Design by &
Arushi
Tambade,
Grade 6

_— Lagn Ve Ciosiary

< CHILDREN'sS 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2018-2019

— Eagls View Eltmentary

Croated By Sﬁ“ﬁﬂl h\'m‘.'l
Thacher M5 RELORNM

Name Design by

B TaakrTlRLUOMM it
Sama Al-Ani,

Crann wrers NG TilC,
Art Trachir Mg SLWH\
Name
Design by
Brianna
Velasco,
Grade 6

Neighborhood Friends by Caleb Gunn, Grade 2

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



MOSBY WOODS ELEMENTARY sty e et s sramsey

=== O e

By Meena Rose, 8, Grade 3 By Caitlin McCluer, 9, Grade 4 By Zoe Van Eyck, 7, Grade 2

By Hannah Wibowo, 8, Grade 3 By Juha Choi, 8, Grade 3

In the LAB, science is glistening!

o Dec 15 - Feb 15
x% childrens 'LAB Open daily
10 AM -6 PM

By Charlie Taylor, 8, Grade 3 By Vivian Kim, 8, Grade 3

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM FAIRFAX CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2018-2019 < 13
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To ADVERTISE IN THIS I"l-.p[k. {:&LL BY Mu:r.\.-::.a.v I D{‘s AM fﬂ.}-NB-QMII

Announcements Employment

We pay top $ for STERLING, Forget Daily

MEN'S WATCHES, =
JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, Commuting
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS. Print and digital media
sales consultant for area’s
Schefer Antiques most popular and trusted
703-241-0790 local news source
theschefers@cox.net Manage your ewn hours from home
Enjoy flexible schadule
plus no daily commute

Help local businesses grow
Unigque opportunity to be a
WOICE in Your commurnity
Compsatitive compensation

Call Jerry Vernon
703-549-0004

Connaction Nowspapers & Digital Moadia
Trusted Connection fo Local Contmimities

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

Nwepapers L Drieey
The Comwwiction 1 Your Comemuny

s EERNBCHO e BAOATE 0M

Announcements Announcements

“Donate A Boat 4
or Car Today!
BDB\]L/-\I"]QBI

“2-Night Free Vacation!”
$00-700- BOAT

www.boatangel.com

\ e 'ed by boat angel sufruasch cemien TOF CRIMES ABAINST CHILDREN

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
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LAUREL RIDGE ELEMENTARY

Reflections

Written by students in Grade 6 at Lau-
rel Ridge Elementary School.

When I grow up [ want to be a profes-
sional soccer player. The reason [ want
to do this is because soccer is my pas-
sion. A second reason I would want to
do this is because good soccer players
make a lot of money. Right now, I play
on a U13 travel soccer team, “SYC”. My
team is third in the state of Virginia. My
team won the state cup last summer, it
made me feel very accomplished. It also
made me want to keep striving to go
professionally. The team [ would like to
start off with is DC United and this is
why I want to be a professional soccer
player.

— CALEB MALEKZADEH, 12

Over the years, I have wanted many
different jobs. Some of them include an
actor, a marine biologist, band artist,
and a dentist. These occupations have
their different values, but none of them
felt quite right. One day, my mom gave
me a piece of advice that I will never
forget. She told me that I should have a
job that benefited the world and not just
myself. I thought about the people who
fight and die for our country every day,
and then I realized what I wanted to
become more than anything. I know it
will be hard, unforgiving, dangerous,
and sometimes tedious, but being a Fed-
eral Agent for the military and
protecting those that protect us, there
could be no greater honor.

— VIOLET TAYLOR, 12

I'm sure you know that the world is
advancing and fast. The arts are fueled
by new creators, sciences are powered
by improving technologies. So many
fields are getting better, but the two I
mentioned really inspire me. That’s why
when I grow up I want to be an actor or
a quantum physicist. “Why?” you might
ask. “These jobs are so different!” Well,
my friend, actors can represent who or
whatever they want. I've performed in
a few plays, and it’s cool to stand in
front of an audience! Physicists use
math and science to figure things outs.
I take classes for physics, and it’s even
improved my math! Both professions re-
quire mighty creativity, and everyone
gets something from creativity.
Maybe...I'll be both!

— SAHARA MARTIN, 1]

What I want to be when I grow up is
a teacher for children who have autism.
I would like to be a teacher because I
think that teachers have super powers
that make amazing children who grow
up to be great people. The reason I want
to be a teacher for children with autism
is because I want them to also have the
opportunity to be great people just like
everyone else. The thing that inspired
me to want to be a teacher for autistic
children is that in 5™ grade I would use
my Friday recess to go down to PE when
the classes with students with autism
were there, and it was really inspiring to
see how hard the kids worked and per-
severed to accomplish everyday things,
so [ want to become a teacher for those
kids.

— ABBY MEEHAN, 1]

When I Grow Up
This Question always
shows up in some way.

Adults ask it and
expect Little

However, They don’t

think we will say

anything with a
large amount of
thought.

I have taken
my interests and
formed them into

a fun and interesting
job

One I think is
suited for me

and many other
people

To strive for this
profession will be
quite tough

however, my love
for art and technology

will help throughout
this journey

The job I would
like is one in

Design and Engineering
— ELENA PAuLsoN, 11

I want to be a children’s author and
illustrator when I grow up because it
would be a fun and cool job. Also, you
can work at home. I think it would be
fun to make stories for little kids like me.
I also believe that it would be cool to
read your own book to your kids.

If I were an author, I would write
books like the Elephant and Piggy
books. The books would be about
friends who are different animals and go
through problems that little kids actu-
ally go through. I would illustrate simple
things and only the main ideas of the
page.

This is the job for me because I'm an
artist and I like to write short, fictional
stories about animals. I would enjoy
working at home because I could stay
home with my kids and dogs but still be
working. Being a children’s author and
illustrator would be a fun and cool job.

— JuLie Davis, 12

When I grow up I want to open a res-
taurant with my co-worker Dahlia. She
would make the main course and the
appetizers and I would make the des-
serts. It would be called ‘C and D’s
Catastrophe.’ I have many reasons for
this incredible idea. One reason I would
want to do this when I'm older is be-
cause you get to make people happy
with your delicious creations. I mean,
who can be sad while eating dessert?
You can also eat on the job! The best
win-win ever created! I could also get
famous because of my restaurant’s
amazing food. Doing what you love and
getting famous for it sounds like the best
life ever.

— CATE FLECK, |1

When I'm older, I want to either be an
elementary school teacher, or a teacher
for kids with autism. As the oldest of
four, I'm around kids a lot. I think what
I'm attracted to is their energy and ea-
gerness to do what they love. As a sixth
grader at Laurel Ridge Elementary, [ get
to have a kindergarten buddy, who I
spend time with every other Friday. We
do things ranging from playing on the
playground, to doing projects for holi-
days, and I really love spending time
with younger kids.

My interest in being a teacher to kids
with autism was sparked last year when
I spent my Friday recess doing gym class
with the autism class. I loved seeing

their determination, excitement to be
with other kids like them, and their
good friendships with each other. This
energy in younger kids is why [ want to
be an elementary school teacher.

— AINE MALONEY, |1

One thing I would change about my
school is to go back to half days on Mon-
day. I don’t know about other school
districts, but in Fairfax County we used
to have a 2 hour early release on Mon-
days, but they stopped doing it around
the time I started 1st grade. One of the
reasons I want to go back to this is be-
cause Mondays are always so boring,
and it’s right after the weekend so you
could ease right into the week. And I bet
lots of people have activities that they
have to do in the afternoon. If you dis-
agree with me T'll be surprised.

— GABE PRESIDIO, |2

The one thing I would change about
my school is to have art twice a week. I
would change this because I think art
helps you relax, opens your brain to the
creative side, and it also lets your brain
rest from the hard work you had been
doing. We get two hours of P.E., and
two hours of music a week, so why can’t
we get two hours of art, or at least one
and a half hours. We could also combine
P.E. and art, or music and art, so we can
still have two hours of P.E. or music.

— LiLaH COHEN, 12

If there could be one thing I could
change about school, it would be remov-
ing school in general. When people are
born, they could have education chips
inserted into their brains so that they
already know everything. Whenever
new information is discovered, the chips
can be updated to hold the information.
Kids can make friends during a new
holiday on Tuesdays called FriendDay,
where kids in the same area in the same
age range can come together for five
hours. Boom! School problem solved.

— NORA PRATHER, Il

What I would change about my
school is we would have no school but
still be smart. I guess that doesn’t hap-
pen on its own and that’s not changing
something about school, because there
would be no school. The problem with
school is that it is 90.5% boring. It
would be a lot less boring if I could bring
my all-time best friend/cat, Lilly. She’s
great! She has white fur and blue eyes.
She is so pretty! Animals help me focus
a lot and they make me happy when I
am stressed or upset. That is only one of
the long crazy list of possibilities to
change about school.

— SARAH LOCKARD, |]

One thing I would like to change
about our school is the way students and
teachers are put together. I think that
the students and teachers should both
be able to assess each other and that
they should be put together based on
their preferences. I think that it is unfair
how teachers randomly get paired with
students because some students might
have specific teachers in mind that they
think will bring out their full potential.
In the teachers’ point of view, they
might also have some students in mind
who they think will be best suited for
their teaching. Of course, not everyone’s
preferences can be fulfilled, but by try-
ing to listen to the voices of the students
and the teachers, I think that our school
would be more harmonious. By letting
teachers pick students and students pick
teachers, students’ overall performance
could improve because of a more suit-
able method of teaching for them.

— GRACE IM, |12
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ologist and/or a scientist, but when I grow up I
want to have a good job.

— JuaN PABLE Osorio Daza, 10

My best gift from school is a Lego set that my
teacher gave me. [ built it as soon as I got home. I
also got a coding book from her. I can’t wait for my
USB to arrive!!! I want to code at home. I'm going
to miss my teacher, still I can’t wait to move back
to my base school. I'll miss the big playground al-
though our lobby is pretty cramped. My base
school’s lobby will be much bigger. I'll miss AAP as
well, well at least I'll get out early and see my
friends at the playground and I'll also see Tyrone
there. It will be fun but I won’t see Aiden much, but
I will get to see my brother in school.

— Lucas JOHNSON, 9 3/4

If I could change something in our school it
would be the food. I would change the food be-
cause (no offense) it’s not that good. For example,
in Puerto Rico they would give you a full meal like
an empanada with real meat, hot rice with salsa.
Here they give you two breadsticks filled with cold
cheese. The best thing here is the pizza and that’s
only on Fridays, but sometimes there’s not even
that. I think if the food was better people would
buy it and the school would make more money for
other stuff.

— ALFONsO CORDERO, 10

One thing I would change about school is that
everyone can go to recess whenever they want,
because now it might be recess time and some
people are tired, so when they are outside they just
sit there. Later when they feel energetic they are
stuck in their classrooms. There will be some rules
like you can’t go to recess in the middle of a test
or during specials, and students still have to do all
their work. I think that will make school better.

— AAYAM DHAKAL, 9

One thing that I would change about school is I
would make school have way more recess, because
we do not have enough recess in our schools. Lots
of people in our school would like more recess and
more people would probably like to go to this
school if we had more recess. That’s what I think.

— ETHAN PAULSON, 9

One thing [ would change about school is that I
would have more recess and a shorter school time.
My mom thinks that recess should be longer and
school should be shorter because when she was in
school the recess was longer and the school was
shorter. I would also change that we should not
repeat subjects and that they start school earlier.

— BRANDON REBEYRO, 9

When I grow up I want to be an astronaut. When
1 did a report on Neil Armstrong, I got hooked on
astronomy. I have been researching/studying space
since 2" grade. Neil Armstrong inspired me to do
what I love most, which is space. At first, I wanted
to be an engineer but I learned about space and
somehow got connected. I wanted a telescope last
Christmas and Santa Claus brought my dream tool/
toy! Even though my dog broke it, it’s still useful.
Remember: even if other people hold you back, you
can still reach your dreams no matter what!

— MARY GRACE ANDERSEN, 10
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Back to
Abnormal

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Now that the drama of the last five weeks —
and the last three columns — is mostly over, life
can return to its previous/usual ebb and flow of
cancer highs and lows.

For the moment, what | don’t know: the effect
on my “Adam’s Apple” tumor (as | will call it) of
the aggressive, every-three-week-infusion-sched-
ule I've been on since early October, is definitely
not hurting. Though | am under no delusions
about what my next CT scan might show, | also
have no confusion as to the road ahead: stay
positive and remain engaged and live life with
the least amount of focus and conversation on
the dominating fact that | was diagnosed with
an incurable form of cancer: non-small cell lung
cancer, stage 1V, almost 10 years ago. A diagno-
sis which came with a “13 month to two year”
prognosis.

By most accounts, | shouldn’t be writing this
column - or doing anything else for that matter.

I should be somewhere else — doing absolute-

ly nothing, so far as we know, anyway. And |
don’t mean lying on a chaise lounge somewhere
soaking in the local culture as I try not to sunburn
in the midday sun. | mean... well, | presume you
know what | mean.

But here | am, alive and reasonably well; not
boasting, just saying.

Because, as amazingly fortunate as | am to
still be anywhere nearly 10 years post diagnosis,
there’s a part or me that believes not so much
in what I've done to support my chemotherapy/
conventional treatment (non-Western alternatives)
as in thinking I've fallen through some crack
somewhere and have been forgotten by whatever
reaper is sowing these things.

Granted, he/she/it has a lot of work to do and
an incredibly long list to get through; still, as the
centuries have confirmed, eventually, everyone’s
die is cast.

Having survived so long when so few of the
thousands of similarly diagnosed cancer patients
have not, certainly gives this one pause. But the
pause passes quickly and is taken over by positivi-
ty; as in | must remain positive about the negative
and not allow any semblance of “woeing” about
me or moaning and groaning about what I'm able
to do or disabled and unable to do. Never!

I have been given the gift of life and | see no
point in looking that gift-horse in its mouth. It is
my job, if it could even been characterized as
such, to keep my head down and keep moving
forward, figuratively speaking. There is no point
in thinking backwards or wondering who, what,
where, when and how. The point is the future, not
the past.

Unlike the country music song by Tim Mc-
Graw, “Live Like You Were Dying,” | don’t want to
live like I'm dying. | want to live like I'm living. A
living which takes into account the good, bad and
the indifferent.

If I stray from what | perceive to be my usual
path, I will know that I'm doing so for a reason:
cancer.

And since | never want to reinforce a negative,
let alone give it room to roam, | will continue to
try and take it all in stride and be grateful along
the way for the life I've been granted and try not to
weaken in my resolve to not let others be adverse-
ly affected or diminished by my situation.

| pretty much do whatever | want to do any-
way. Though there are many things | can’t do (par-
ticularly, bending), there are still many activities |
am able to enjoy.

To quote Spock from Star Trek: “The good of
the many outweigh the good of the few.” A bit of a
stretch | know, but I hope you get the association.

For me to survive the ordeal of cancer requires
taking the emotion out of it. The highs and lows
must become evens. And the levels and test results
which occasionally have become odds, merely
moments in time and subject to change.

If I am to finish this race, time cannot be of the
essence, time must be what | make of it.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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