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Children's & Teens'

By fourth grade students at Flint Hill
School, Oakton, submitted by teacher
Lori Emerick.

Where I’m from
I am from games,
electronics
nature
woods
sleeping
Sports
Tv
Books
Super Mario
Yep - that’s all about me.
— Demetrios Demetriou

What am I?
I’m round and orange
I’m quite smooth
I scare the little ones away and I glow
I have very very triangle eyes I have

a round nose
And I have a scary smile.

You can make pie out of me You can
smash me up

You can technically make anything
you want out of me.

— Mira Dunn

 It’s Halloween!
It’s Halloween, It’s Halloween

Everyone is filled with cheer,
tonight will be a special night
Because they are coming to haunt you

here.
They will steal all of your candy,
without any second thoughts on why

to do it or how
But keep in mind to be careful,
because it could happen right NOW!

— Erin Doran

Fire
You roar like a lion with your mane

so bright,
you keep me warm on this cold, win-

ter night
You might give people a fright
but I know that you want to make

things right
You glow in the dark as you start as

a little spark
You do so many wonderful things
as you go help others in the snow
You get bigger as you grow
I love you and I hope you know
Fire is what you are, from a spark
you are born a star.

— Olivia Parham

Red
Red is as red as a tomato.
Red smells like a raspberry.
Red look like red twirlers.
Red sounds like a war raging on.
Red feels like a strawberry in the sun.
Red tastes like a juicy watermelon.
Red is a strong color.

— Ben White

Yanshun Sui Art Studio

Secret Ice Ring by Marissa Lin, 8, Freedom Hill Elementary School

Poetry Corner
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Children's & Teens'

By Yasmine McCarthy, 7, Vienna, Grade 2 at Marshall Road Elementary
with art teacher Ms. Sui at Yan’s Art Studio.

By Charles
Sicard, 8, Grade
2, Cunningham
Park Elementary

Summer Pool by Marissa Lin, 8, Freedom Hill Elementary School,
Yanshun Sui Art Studio By Taylor Fogarty, 15, Grade 9, Madison High School

By Hannah Yang, 6, of Vienna, Grade 1, Flint Hill Elementary

Welcome
Dear Readers:

This week, the Vienna and Oakton Con-
nection turns over its pages to the youth
and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s & Teens’ Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2019 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s & Teens’

Connection. Please keep us in mind as your
children continue to create spectacular
works of art and inspiring pieces of writing
in the coming year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is
email, which should be sent to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

— Editor Kemal Kurspahic
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Children's & Teens'

By Luke Pohlman, 17, Grade 12 By Matt Howatt, 18, Grade 12

Madison High School

Teachers: Sydney Carr, Johanna Little,
Julia Bargo, Matt Dunn and Brandy Carter.

By Alexandra Matthews,
15, Grade 9By Bela Vilardo, 17, Grade 12

By John Kustra, 15, Grade 9

By Bailey Shannon, 17, Grade 12

By Shelby Burns, 18, Grade 12

By Sammi Buttecalli, 16, Grade 11

By Tyler Johnson, 15, Grade 9

By Scout Sullivan-Fielding,
17, Grade 11
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Children's & Teens'

Young Artists’ Gallery

My Pumpkin
Family by

Phyllis Wang,
6, KG, Vienna,

Flint Hill
Elementary

By Cynthia
Yuxin

Huang, 12,
of Oakton,

Grade: 7,
Luther

Jackson
Middle
School

By Jack
Kang,9,  of

Vienna, Grade
4, Congres-

sional School.

Nature, by
Vivian Yu,

attached is
my drawing.

I am a 7th
grade stu-

dent in
Thoreau

Middle
School,

Grade 7,
Teacher:

Yanshun Sui.

My Family
Farm Eva
Huang, of
Vienna, 7,
grade 2,
Laurel
Ridge
Elemen-
tary (Sra.
Cordova)

Family
Party in
Farm by
Emma
Huang, of
Vienna, 7,
grade 2,
Laurel
Ridge
Elementary
(Mr.
Leonato)
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Children's & Teens'

Cunningham

Park Elementary

Submitted by Jon Kemmerer, Assistant
Principal, Cunningham Park ES from
Alice Bredin Karny’s students.

By Ryan
Kristick, 10,

Grade 4

By Casey Abbott, 10, Grade 4 By Hailey DeLaOGranados, 7, Grade 1

By Lizzie
Britt, 10,
Grade 4

The Dark Night
No moon no sun just darkness all around.
I can hear birds chirping in trees like a chorus.
and rain dropping down
Plopping, plunking as they go.
Footsteps going by and cars whooshing by me.
I am all alone with hard and smooth objects by my side.
But then the plopping and plunking turns to splashing.
Then I hear bees buzzing around.
There are flowers smelling nice and sweet.
Then the clouds start to go far away and the moon shows itself.
Then I see a door
no fancy handles
no designs
just a plan brown door.
Then I smell something sweet as a hummingbird and flowers.
I open the door and I see apple pie just for me.
I can see the sun raising up high
well I eat
and I feel happy like I won a game.
Now the day is done
I get in my soft bed.
And I feel great inside.

— Kai Lindroos,

Grade 4,

Flint Hill School, Oakton

The calm day
The light blinded my face,
It was gloomy,
The Sky was dark blue
the clouds were dark gray
Splashing, Splashing,
The sun was leaking behind the clouds
Chirp chirp,
The birds soar through the sky like a fairy  getting a tooth,
The rain hits the ground
I feel the rain on my hair,
I see the sun coming up
I am happy again.

— Justin Amankwah,

Grade 4,

Flint Hill School, Oakton

The Beautiful Day
The second I got outside,
I smelled the calm, fresh smell of rain,
I saw the beautiful, shiny puddles,
that the rain made.
The puddles I saw were
Big,
As big as a lake,

I felt the green grass
The grass had rain drops the size of a ladybug.
It was like the birds were having a great time playing their happy songs

together I feel warm. The world is growing as I am getting smaller and
smaller and smaller and smaller

I am calm.

— Lucy Lieberman,

Grade 4,

Flint Hill School, Oakton

Rain
When I went outside
the cold wind was blowing through the trees
and the gray clouds ready to rain hard.
The sun is tucked away in the dark clouds.
Then all of the sudden
I hear plop plop and it starts to rain.
It started off as a drizzle
But then BOOM crash!!!!
The rain is cold and hard,
it felt like bullets on my face.
My friends and I RAN
through the wet grass.
Finally we made it inside.
We were soaking wet.
I sit exhausted at my desk.
I will not go out there again!

— Sonia Jackson,

Grade 4,

Flint Hill School, Oakton

By Suri Paruchabutr, 10, Grade 4

By Madison
Moseley, 10,

Grade 4
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Flint Hill Elementary

By Charlotte Zhong, 6, Vienna, Grade 1 with Yanshun Sui, art teacher.

By Scarlett
Zhong, 10,

Vienna, Grade 5
with Yanshun

Sui, art teacher.
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Colvin Run Elementary

Artwork submitted by Art
Teachers Lauren Grimm and
.Rachel Wiseman.

By Alex Hurd, Vienna, Grade 6

By Carolyn Li, Reston, Grade 1

By Rania Virginkar,Vienna, Grade 1

By Alexander Coultas, Grade 2, from Vienna

By Maeve Christie,Vienna, Grade 6

By Amy Key, Great Falls, Grade 6

By Tadas Stanis,
Grade 3, from

Vienna
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-214-8384 Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Louise

Archer

Elementary

By Chloe Chow, 9,
of Vienna, Grade 4
at Louise Archer
Elementary in Mrs.
Harris’ class.

My First Yearbook
I was really happy when I got my first yearbook! It

looked so cool. I thought I looked so weird. It reminded
me of my sister, not that she looks weird, but that she was
in it! So I flipped to third grade. I found Ms. Brazie’s class.
I looked at Ms. Brazie’s class for a little while. I finally
found Abby! I felt as happy as a &:! Abby looked cool. I
wanted to look at her forever. She looked like my aunt.
She had long brown hair. Peach skin. Blueish greenish
eyes. A nose that looked like an upside-down t. Then the
teacher told us to shut our books.

— Sophia Steiling

Bear Hunting
I went bear hunting with my Pappy. We went to a

Cunningham Park Elementary

Writings by Cunningham Park Elementary second grad-
ers from Ms. Heyer’s class.

burned down house. And there was a big hole. A hole that
was big enough for a bear! We went past the hole. And
looked for one.

And we did not find a bear. We went past the hole again
and I looked in it and I saw a bear sleeping. And it was as
still as a popsicle. A question I asked about the bear, he
didn’t know. I wanted to know so much I kind of felt blue
inside.

— Vienna Carr

The Park
I was at the park. The breeze felt like a mermaid’s tail

fanning me. I never felt anything like it. I ran to tell my
mother but she was not there. I looked around. She wasn’t
there. I quickly ran around. Be she wasn’t there. Finally,
finally, I heard a voice. “Ellie, I missed you!” It was my
mom.

— Ellie Sarapu
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Cunningham

Park

Elementary

Be A Colonist by
Sabrina DeWitt,

10, with Ms.
Trivoulides

Come With Us by Edward Lee, 9,
with Mrs. Orndorff

Business Adventure by Madison Moseley,
10, with Ms. Mancuso
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Back to 
Abnormal

Cunningham

Park Elementary

Holiday stairs
I woke up at 8:30 a.m. excited for today,

not any type of day, Christmas day! The
excitement rushed through my body, as my
parents walked down stairs to grab the cam-
era. Nathan and I always think it takes for-
ever, mostly because we’re anxious to see
what we got.

My parents said we could walk down the
stairs. Creak, crack, I thought about that
annoying staircase but that was the least of
my worries. I finished walking down the
stairs where I saw my Mom and Dad taking
a picture. “Yes I got a bungee chair,” I said.
“And I got nice shoes,” Nathan said, as we
all gathered around each other. We could
smell cinnamon buns in the oven, while we
drank delicious hot cocoa. That’s the true
meaning of the Garrett’s Christmas.

— Lauren Garrett

Grade 6, Ms. Vail

Cotillion
I love the snacks at cotillion and I thought

it would be terrible but it wasn’t. Ok you
all are probably wondering what I’m talk-
ing about. I’ll tell you the story from the
beginning. So I was getting dressed when I
hear the doorbell. “JACKSON,” I say excit-
edly. “Ok, Charlie. my sister told me some
tips, first don’t load up on snacks, next stand
up when your partner stands up,” said Jack-
son. “Ok, thanks for the tips,” I said.

To Be Continued...
— Charles Orndorff

Grade 6, Ms. Vail

The Vienna / Oakton
Children’s Connection

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this publication and 14
sister publications

available at www.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents

For information on advertising email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

For information on local content email
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com

By Nina Babounakis, 10, Grade 4
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