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By Andrea Worker

The Gazette

T
he 2019 session of the
Commonwealth of
Virginia’s General As-
sembly will begin at

noon on Jan. 9. That’s still weeks
away, but the county has been pre-
paring its “ask list” even before the
second special session adjourned
on Aug. 30.

That preparation takes into ac-
count the achievements and the
disappointments that resulted
from the 2018 session along with
analysis of the current political
situation, changes in federal rules,
regulations and laws that may af-
fect the state, and a review of the
county’s financial status and fore-
cast of future needs before the
budget is advertised in February
2019.

On Dec. 11, the Board of Super-
visors invited the delegation rep-
resenting Fairfax County to partici-
pate in a work session at the Gov-
ernment Center and to be formally
presented with the county’s legis-
lative program which was adopted
on Dec. 4. Most of those delegates
were in attendance, and those
unable to attend sent representa-
tives.

“Securing K-12 funding is a top
priority,” said Board Chairman
Sharon Bulova in her opening re-
marks. A joint position with the
Fairfax County School Board on
“ F u n d i n g
Core Ser-
vices” for
those grades
was the very
first item in
the legisla-
tive program
packet distributed to the delega-
tion.

Bulova said some progress has
been made, but the statistics con-
tinue to show an inequality when
educational funds are appor-
tioned, leaving local jurisdictions
to fill in the gaps to maintain a
quality system.

Only four other school system
divisions in the state serve as many
or more students receiving free or
assisted school lunches. The
county also has one of the largest
shares of students with special
education needs, or who are learn-
ing English as a second language

to be properly educated, yet the
county contends that the formu-
las for funding distribution contain
structural features that leave
“statewide funding far behind the
inflation-adjusted FY 2009 level.”
As of 2013, the Joint Legislative
Audit and Review Commission
ranked Virginia 23rd nationwide in
total per-student spending, but
11th in the local share of this spend-
ing.”

THE COUNTY says this trend re-
flects “Virginia’s reliance on local

effort and a
g r o w i n g
imbalance
in this part-
nership.”

Together,
the Board
of Supervi-

sors and the School Board strongly
support a number of elements for
their K-12 funding request:

❖ Restoration of full funding for
Cost of Competing Adjustment for
support personnel;

❖ Increased state funding for
school divisions with high num-
bers of English learners, students
living in economically disadvan-
taged households, students with
special needs, and/or requiring
mental health services;

❖ Elimination of the support po-
sitions ratio cap “which has artifi-
cially lowered state funding con-
tributions … by hundreds of mil-

lions of dollars;”
❖ Appropriately funded Stan-

dards of Quality consistent with
local staffing costs;

❖ Use of “true weighted aver-
ages” when calculating average
teachers’ salaries and other edu-
cation costs;

❖ Recognition of cost of living
variations throughout the Com-
monwealth in the funding formu-
las;

❖ Increased state resources for
early childhood education pro-
grams to give all students the same
opportunities for success when
they enter the K-12 system.

The boards jointly oppose:
❖ State budgets that target or

disproportionately affect Northern
Virginia;

❖ State policies which direct
funds away from local public
schools and toward non-public
options;

❖ Cuts or formula/policy
changes which impose unfunded
mandates.

Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee
District) chairs the board’s Budget
and Legislative Committees and
spoke to the next issues on the
county’s “top priorities list,” start-
ing with “Transit.”

He urged the delegation and the
audience members to review the
“Transportation Fact Sheet” in-
cluded in the Legislative Program,
and maybe even “dig deeper” for
background information and a

clear understanding of the current
situation.

Of particular concern, and so
noted in the “Priorities” of the Leg-
islative Program, is the fact that
legislation enacted in the 2018
General Assembly addresses the
needs of the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Authority
(WMATA) in part by diverting
funds from the Northern Virginia
Transportation Authority (NVTA).

This diversion reduces funds for
other critical transportation needs
in Northern Virginia by $102 mil-
lion per year.

Projects that could be negatively
affected or placed on hold for the
foreseeable future include widen-
ing of several sections of Route 28
and the Soapstone Drive extension
in Reston, among others. Such
impacts will continue if the fund-
ing diversion continues.

McKay also made note of fund-
ing formulas which seem to “be a
way to take money out of North-
ern Virginia and put it somewhere
else.” The Department of Rail and
Public Transportation’s policy
change to allocate state funds

based on project cost versus non-
federal share could also impair the
county’s heavily-subsidized Con-
nector bus system — which re-
ceives no federal funds and is a key
element in the overall transporta-
tion network. In FY 2019 the lo-
calities within Northern Virginia
will be footing over 19 percent of
the bill for transit capital pur-
chases, while outside Northern
Virginia, jurisdictions will only be
called upon to fund less than 5
percent of these goods and ser-
vices.

The county also asks the Fairfax
Delegation to protect Northern
Virginia’s fair share of statewide
revenues for general maintenance.
In FY 2019 the area is expected to
only receive 6.9 percent of the
state’s Good Repair funds, even
though the county’s secondary
roads, with only 39 percent rated
as being in Fair or Better Condi-
tion, fall far below the
Commonwealth’s 60 percent aver-
age, or its 65 percent target.

THE ECONOMIC SUCCESS of
the county and Northern Virginia
are crucial to the economic health
of the Commonwealth as a whole,
the supervisors and staff argue,
and that health and continued
growth are dependent on a mod-
ern, efficient, multimodal trans-
portation system that is safe and
in good repair.

McKay shared the podium with
County Executive Bryan Hill,
Deputy Director, Department of
Management and Budget, Chris-
tina Jackson, and James Regimbal
of Fiscal Analytics to discuss the
county’s third — but equally im-
portant — Legislative Program
priority; the State Budget.

Several pages of examples, sta-
tistics and concerns boil down to
the county’s position that the State
“should rebalance its resources
and responsibilities.”

According to the report, State
aid to localities has decreased by

Richmond Priorities: Education and Transit
Supervisors host session with Fairfax General Assembly delegation.

Lee District Supervisor Jeff
McKay chairs the Board of
Supervisors’ Legislative
Committee. McKay gave an
overview of the county’s
legislative priorities to the
Fairfax Delegation to the
General Assembly, his
colleagues, and a roomful
of staff and interested
parties at the Government
Center on Dec. 11.

State delegates and senators joined the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors, other county staff, and representa-
tives from a number of civic groups for a legislative work
session prior to the start of the 2019 General Assembly in
January.

“Securing K-12 funding
is a top priority.”
— Board Chairman Sharon Bulova
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Financial Empowerment
United Way of the National Capital Area (United Way NCA) hosted a check presentation Dec. 18 by TD Charitable

Foundation at its Financial Empowerment Center (FEC) at South County. From left are: Chris Leonard, director, Fairfax
County Neighborhood and Community Services; Angela Franco, DC Health Benefit Exchange Authority, senior advisor
and United Way board member; Terry Kenny, market president, TD Bank and United Way NCA board member; Rosie
Allen-Herring, president and CEO, United Way NCA; Jeff McKay, Lee District supervisor and Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors. The grant will be used to support the development of a data collection and reporting system to be used
across all four FECs located throughout the region. The database will allow frontline staff at each FEC to enter client
intake and demographic data digitally and track their progress toward their personal financial goals.Visit: https://
tinyurl.com/UWNCA-FEC.

At Montebello
Pianist Thomas Pandolfi performed concertos by
Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, Irving Berlin, Leroy Ander-
son and others at the Montebello Condominium
community center on Sunday, Dec. 23.  Montebello is
a wooded community of four tall buildings on a hill
overlooking the Richmond Highway near Huntington
Avenue. An internationally known musician,  Pandolfi
grew up in Montgomery County, Md.

W
hat would our world
look like if we never
had a Dr. Martin

Luther King?” is the title of an es-
say contest for Mount Vernon Dis-
trict High School students (pub-
lic, private, parochial, or home
schooled), sponsored by Ventures
in Community (VIC), a group of
about 60 faith communities and
nonprofits in the Route 1 Corridor
area.

The top three winners will re-
ceive prize money ($250 for first
place, $150 for second, and $100
for third) and will read their es-
says at VIC’s annual Martin Luther
King Holiday Observance at 1
p.m., Saturday, Jan. 19, at
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 7836
Fordson Road.

Essays of  500 words must be
submitted by Friday, Jan. 11, to
venturesincommunity@gmail.com,
subject line titled “MLK Essay.”

The winners will be announced
Wednesday,  Jan. 16. A commit-
tee appointed by the VIC steering
committee will select the winning
essays.  Contact
venturesincommunity@gmail.com

with questions.
VIC supplies volunteers to the

hypothermia shelter at Rising
Hope Church and meets monthly

to hear relevant speakers.
Facebook Page
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
venturesincommunity

Martin Luther King Jr. Essay Contest
“

F
airfax County Fire and Rescue Department
units responded to a report of a townhouse
fire on Monday, Dec. 24 at approximately

11:51 p.m., in the 8500 block of Towne Manor Court.
Units arrived on the scene of a two-story, middle-

unit townhouse with no smoke or fire initially evi-
dent. Crews found a fire in a second-floor bedroom.
The fire was extinguished. There were no reports of
civilian or firefighter injuries.

There were two occupants and two dogs home at
the time of the fire. All occupants self-evacuated prior
to the arrival of the fire department. One occupant

went to a neighbor’s home and asked him to call 9-
1-1. There were working smoke alarms in the home
which sounded prior to the occupants discovering
the fire.

Fire Investigators determined that the fire was ac-
cidental in nature and started in an upstairs bed-
room closet. The cause of the fire was an electric
event involving a damaged electrical cord that was
supplying power to lights in the closet.

Red Cross assistance was offered and declined by
the occupants. Damages as a result of the fire were
estimated to be $20,000.

Electrical Cord Causes Fire
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From Page 6

Looking Ahead
to look for new ways to engage with you.
Our goal remains to ensure each and every
Mount Vernon neighbor and business owner
has the opportunity to reach their full po-
tential. TEAM MVD is committed to work-
ing with you to address your individual con-
cerns, while working proactively to deliver
a better quality of life for all district resi-
dents. We look forward to hearing from you
and seeing you out and about in 2019.

Finally, join us at the 32nd Annual Town
Meeting on Saturday, Feb. 2, from 7:45 a.m.
– noon at Mount Vernon HS to learn more
about the year ahead and how you can get
involved.

From Page 5

Crime Report

packages from residence
3300 block of Memorial Street, wallet from ve-

hicle
2500 block of Parkers Lane, cell phone from resi-

dence
2500 block of Parkers Lane, donations from busi-

ness
2500 block of Parkers Lane, license plates from

vehicle
2500 block of Parkers Lane, wallet from location
7200 block of Parsons Court, cash from vehicle
6300 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business
6600 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business
6700 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business
7400 block of Vernon Square Drive, property

from residence
DEC. 21
LARCENIES
8000 block of Buckman Court, keys from resi-

dence
7700 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business
3900 block of San Leandro Place, package from

residence
DEC. 20
LARCENIES
8000 block of Buckman Court, keys from resi-

dence
7700 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business
3900 block of San Leandro Place, package from

residence
DEC. 19
LARCENIES
2500 block of Parkers Lane, gun from vehicle
7600 block of Richmond Highway, cash from

business
DEC. 18
LARCENIES
1600 block of Belle View Boulevard, merchan-

dise from business
3600 block of Buckman Road, cell phone from

residence
5800 block of Cameron Run Terrace, laptop

computer from residence
7400 block of Richmond Highway, property

from location
DEC. 17
LARCENIES
2600 block of Arlington Drive, comforter from

location
2000 block of Belle View Boulevard, purse from

vehicle
7800 block of Colonial Springs Boulevard, jew-

elry from residence
8200 block of Cooper Street, bag from vehicle
3100 block of Lockheed Boulevard, merchandise

from business
8000 block of Richmond Highway, wine from

business
8400 block of Richmond Highway,
8700 block of Sacramento Drive, purse from

vehicle
3000 block of School Street, wallet from vehicle
9000 block of Tower House Place, laptop com-

puters and sunglasses from vehicle

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Though this column will have been written 
before Christmas, its content will be about 
Christmas (as you’ll soon read), and because of 
early deadlines as well for our Jan. 2 edition, it 
needs to be submitted sooner rather than later 
anyway.

As you regular readers may remember the 

my pre-Thanksgiving infusion in addition to the 
impact of this last quarter’s every-three-week-in-
fusion schedule would have on the holiday 
season, fortunately, Christmas was not to be 
affected. 

As scheduled, my last chemotherapy infused 
on Dec. 7 so by the time Dec. 24/25 arrives, 
there will be no side or straight-on effects. No 
problem sleeping. No problem getting up. No 
problem eating. And no problem driving the 
two-plus hours up and back to our holiday 
destination. 

However, this column wouldn’t be written if 

worthy of 600 words or so.
Because my last infusion occurred when it 

did, the next infusion is scheduled for Dec. 28. 

blood (lab work) and a collection of the previous 

back home so that’s not the problem). The prob-

Christmas day, a day when for the next 8+ hours 

away from the privacy of my own bathroom and 
the at-home convenience of collecting urine in a 
bottle and keeping it cold.

cooler with me and likely needing to place it in 
a very public bathroom in the house or another 

-
en times throughout the day. 

-

of Turkey Hill Diet Green Tea because it goes 

the specimen bottle to the top. 
Which if my last few creatinine levels are any 

to drink as much of the tea as possible and visit 
that hopefully inconspicuous place as much as 
possible as well.

-

certainly don’t want the two bottles in the same 

the same cooler. 

host’s hospitality by asking her to store either 
of these bottles in her refrigerator likely already 
packed-to-the-gills with dinner prep. 

be embarrassed since everyone in the house is 
family and familiar with my diagnosis/general 
circumstances.)

When the dinner/visit is over, we’ll be driving 

contributing until Wednesday morning, Dec. 26, 

Christmas won’t be a total loss, as Thanksgiving 
nearly was, but it will be impacted nonetheless. 

once again enable me to be infused on Friday, 
Dec. 28, the awkwardness of the occasion/task 
will have been worth the trouble. (Besides, it was 
fodder for a column.)

You’re In My 
Thoughts
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

1/31/19.

1/31/19.

1/31/19.

1/31/19. 1/31/19.

1/31/19.

1/31/19.

1/31/19.

1/31/19. 1/31/19.
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