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Attention Postmaster: 
Time sensitive material. 

Requested in home 2-28-19

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Easton, MD
permit #322

Pet Connection
Inside

Senior
Living

Page 5

Join ‘Shining Light 
On Hunger’ Fundraiser	
News, Page 3

Celebrating Black 
History Month
News, Page 3

Cherishing
Pets

Pets, Page 8

“Our beloved lab-pit mix, 
Charlie, was a blessing 
who was put on this earth 
to bring joy and uncondi-
tional love to each mem-
ber of our family. We got 
him in 2005 at 15 weeks 
old and we loved him 
dearly till very end of his 
life.” — Margaret Frondorf
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News

Here
“Christus” overlooking Arling-
ton Boulevard, one block West
of Glebe Road.
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From Page 3

Move Over
ary vehicles with flashing emergency lights,
including police, firefighters, tow trucks and
Virginia Department of Transportation
crews. A first offense is a traffic infraction
with a fine of up to $250, and a second of-
fense is a Class 1 misdemeanor punishable
by up to a year in jail and a $2,500 fine.

Del. Chris Peace, R-Mechanicsville, said
accidents caused by drivers who fail to move
over have increased recently. Speaking be-
fore the House Courts of Justice Commit-
tee, he cited a day in December, during a
snowstorm, when four state troopers were
rear-ended in a 24-hour period.

In honor of Clark’s memory, Peace is spon-
soring HB 1911, which would strengthen
the current law and make the first offense
a Class 1 misdemeanor rather than a simple
traffic infraction. The bill passed commit-
tee Monday and is on track to be approved
by the full Senate before the end of the 2019
session.

Clark called her husband’s death entirely
“avoidable” and “untimely.” She said her
husband was aware of the danger and gave
his life to warn the other three firefighters
on the scene.

To further honor Clark’s legacy and bring
attention to his death, the Senate passed a
bill Monday designating a new specialty li-
cense plate inscribed “Move Over” and bear-
ing a picture of Clark. That legislation, HB
2011, also was sponsored by Peace.

Most of the plate’s annual $25 fee will go
to the Fredericks Family Fund Foundation,
which has pledged to use the money to
“honor and help take care of” Clark’s widow
and four daughters, according to organiz-
ers.

To order a Lt. Bradford Clark Memorial
Plate, visit http://bit.ly/clark-plates.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Although you can adjust your television set, 
it’s probably wise to have juiced the battery 
in your cellular phone. Better still, use your 
landline – if you have one – thereby prevent-
ing a dropped call right in the middle of your 
interminable hold. Because the call you’re about 

going to be made to the correct number or the 
correct person or at the correct time or even to 
the correct department. 

And should you be lucky enough to reach 
an actual person with your call, the explanation 
for your call/the problem you’re attempting to 
resolve, will no doubt result in a transfer which 
most likely will not be to the correct number, the 
correct person, at the correct time or even to the 
correct department. 

Unfortunately, after perusing the govern-
ment’s website, you’re just not smart enough to 

to call. (Is anyone that smart?) And therefore you 
are likely going to experience this loop-de-loop 
– without the upset stomach. 

And what makes your attempt even worse? 
Hanging up, since your call might be “answered 
in the order in which it was received.”

Now presuming/assuming that a less-than-im-
mediate solution will not be at hand, there are a 
few steps one should take in preparation to not 
make a bad situation worse:

* Allow for plenty of time. Do not make this 
call when you’re in a hurry, on break/at lunch 
or have a limited window of opportunity to 
complete your task. You will need to be in for the 
long haul, so to speak.

* Try to make this call when you’re able to 
sit/stand comfortably – for long periods of time. 
Moreover, make sure you have the privacy you 
need so that anything you say will not be heard 
(or held against you in a court of law) and any 
movements your body makes will likewise not 
be seen. 

There’s something about being stuck on the 
phone for long periods of time waiting, waiting, 
waiting; talking, talking, talking; hoping (you’ll 
note I didn’t say expecting) to reach the right per-
son and/or resolve the problem/get the answer 

rarely brings out the best in the person on hold. 
Quite frankly, it’s been my personal experience 
that it brings out the worst.

In addition to having the time and the place, 
one must also have the patience. That patience 
comes from proper preparation. And by “proper 
preparation” I mean the creature comforts: food, 
water and access to a bathroom. 

The order really should be reversed with 

time and place, and then making the effort to 
navigate the government’s website looking for 
the proper person, phone number, department 
and then in the midst of any success you might 
have accomplishing this Herculean feat, to have 
that very personal need interrupt the proceedings 

Common sense has to prevail or the conse-
quences may be dire; you might have to start 
your calling process all over again. I wouldn’t 
wish that on any one.

There is no greater satisfaction than surviving 
making one of these calls, and having done so 
because you put all of your adult Boy Scout skills 
to work. There really should be badge of honor 
one can earn after completing this dreaded and 
arduous task. 

In fact, there should be some kind of reward. 
Although I imagine reaching nirvana (not listen-
ing to Nirvana) is its own reward. 

Nevertheless, having survived the ordeal and 
endured the suffering for as many minutes as I 
care not to remember, I can say with absolute 
certainty, it’s a hell of a feeling. I wish you all 
well in your next pursuit of truth and justice 
despite the American Way.

The Following 
is a Test
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 


