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E
lectric-assist bikes are
not coming, they are
here,” said Chris
Pauley, director of

park operations, Northern Virginia
Regional Park Authority (NOVA
Parks). The recent popularity in
electric-assist bicycles, e-bikes and
the fact they are not allowed on
trails in Fairfax County and NOVA
Parks prompted NOVA Parks and
Fairfax County Park Authority to
take steps to understand the issues
and then share facts with the pub-
lic and listen to their comments.

On Thursday, Feb. 7, NOVA
Parks and Fairfax County Park
Authority Northern Virginia came
together at a joint public meeting
in Lorton to present their proposed
recommendation to modifying
§1.14 B. (3) of the Park Authority
Regulations. “Because both state
law and technology changes, we
have to update our regulations,
and that’s why we are here to-
night,” said Michael Nardolilli,
chairman and representing Arling-
ton on the board of directors for
NOVA Parks, addressing the gath-
ered crowd of approximately 80
individuals. “We are seeing a posi-

tive shift in society where bikes are
not just for fitness and fun, but
increasingly for transportation,”
he said.

As the presenter for the public
meeting, Pauley described to the
crowd how e-bikes are replacing
traditional bicycles for both recre-
ation and transportation. “(They)
create an inclusive environment
from the recreation perspective.
People from all ages and abilities
are being reintroduced to riding ...
As a transportation option, people
are riding further and riding more
often if they have an e-bike,”
Pauley said.

PAULEY EXPLAINED the steps
taken on the issue as it relates to
the parks. NOVA Parks worked
with Toole Design Group, a con-
sulting agency with 16 years of
experience. Its stated focus is “...
developing creative yet practical
solutions that move people more
efficiently while improving the
quality of life of the community.”

According to Pauley, one of the
most critical issues was to look at
user and safety behavior, as it was
not something other localities had
done yet. “We are on the cutting
edge,” said Pauley.

Fairfax County Park Authority

took a different approach, Pauley
said. They established a staff led
e-bike study team, which, among

other things, reviewed jurisdic-
tional practices. It also “... looked
at local bike associations and
talked with them about what they
saw.. .(and) the different impacts
on their facilities,” said Pauley. H

e added that the county devel-
oped recommendations in concert
with state law by working with the
county attorney. “A pretty involved
process from both ends,” he em-
phasized.

Pauley circled back to user be-
havior. He requoted key monikers
stated in comments provided by
people who were opposed to e-
bikes on the trails: “The trails are
too crowded; these bikes are too

fast.” Pauley disputed the con-
cerns. He stressed their white pa-
per studies showed e-bike cyclists
and traditional cyclists behave the
same. “They don’t behave any dif-
ferently. They don’t behave any
better, but also don’t behave any
worse,” Pauley said.

Pauley confirmed that on the
roads e-bikes tend to go a little
faster than traditional bicycles but
he surprised many in the audience
when he said, “On multi-use trails,
they are a little slower.” Crash
rates are similar he added. As for
other people on the trail, Pauley
revealed people did not recognize
when an e-bike was on a trail with
them. “Studies showed that most
people if you didn’t tell them there
was an e-bike on the trail, didn’t
know that it was there,” he said.

Pauley highlighted the Virginia
Code authorizes the park authori-
ties to regulate uses of all land and
facilities under control of the au-
thority. “But there is a caveat. We
can’t create any regulation that is
in conflict with state law … state
law is at the top; it’s the king of
everything,” said Pauley. “Park
regulations fall in the middle

Viewpoints

Comments from the Public
Alexis
Glenn,
Fairfax
Alliance for
Better
Bicycling
(FABB)

“It is my po-
sition as a resident of the county
and position of FABB to support
NOVA Parks proposal to permit
Class 1 and Class 2 e-bikes in the
same parks anywhere traditional
pedal-powered bikes are allowed
… Safety on bicycles will always
come down to education and cul-
ture and not the types of bikes we
ride … Bad behavior is equated to
the individual, not the equipment.”

Todd Ketch,
Owner,
Pedego
Electric
Bikes,
Alexandria

“(E-b ikes)
open the door
for more

people of all ages to ride a bike,
more often and for longer dis-
tances and durations. Fantastic
opportunity for exercise enjoy-
ment of the outdoors and alterna-
tive transportation … We must
hold them (e-bikes) to the same
rules as those on conventional
bikes.”

Cary
Petrovich,
Lorton

“The e-bike
has given me
this whole
new level to go
riding with my
friends. I had a

knee issue … that’s why I acquired
my e-bike. It allowed me to do
everything I wanted to do and still
enjoy the outdoors … I ride at a
lower (tire) pressure. My moun-
tain bike tires do not rip up the
trails. It is not a throttle. It is pedal-
assisted.”

Parks agencies present proposed
changes allowing e-bikes on their trails.E-bikes: Friend or Foe

“

Presenter Chris Pauley, director of Parks Recreation
NOVA, describes the recreational and lifestyle benefits of
e-bikes during the Fairfax County Park Authority and
Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority joint public
meeting on Thursday, Feb. 7, on proposed changes to
regulation on the use of e-bikes on park trails in north-
ern Virginia.

Proposed
Amendment

The Altered Sections of the Proposed
Amendment Read:

1.14 Motor Vehicles and Traffic:
B: Prohibited Vehicles.
(3) Mopeds are permitted only in ar-

eas where motor vehicles are permitted.
(Added)
E. E-Bikes. Electric power-assisted

bicycles (e-bikes) equipped with pedals
that allow propulsion by human power
are considered bicycles and non-motor-
ized vehicles for the purpose of these
regulations and are allowed in the same
places that traditional, pedal-powered
only bicycles are allowed.
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

U
nits from Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department and the City of Alexandria Fire
Department were dispatched on Saturday,

Feb. 2 at approximately 1:08 a.m. for a reported
house fire in the 6300 block of Telegraph Road in
the Rose Hill area of Fairfax County.

Units arrived on the scene of a two-story, single
family home with fire showing on one side of the
house. The crew from Truck 411, Penn Daw, were
performing a primary search of the first floor when
they heard a female screaming. They located an 11-
year-old female in a bedroom behind a closed door.
She was unharmed and carried outside to safety.
There were no firefighter or civilian injuries reported.

Two occupants were home at the time of the fire.
The fire was discovered by an occupant when he
heard a popping noise coming from the kitchen. The
occupant evacuated prior to the arrival of the fire
department. The other occupant was rescued by fire
department personnel. Smoke alarms were present
in the home and activated.

Fire Investigators determined that the fire was ac-
cidental in nature and started in the kitchen area.
The fire was caused by improperly discarded ciga-
rettes into the trash.

Two adults and two juveniles were displaced due
to the fire. Red Cross assistance was offered and ac-
cepted. Damages as a result of the fire were approxi-
mately $93,750.

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department offers
the following safety tips:

❖ Never dispose of cigarette butts in potted plant-
ing soil. The soil, when it gets too dry, can become
highly flammable.

❖ Never flick cigarettes into mulch or shrubbery.
Dispose of them in a suitable ashtray or bucket with
sand. Ensure designated outside smoking areas have
an appropriate fireproof container, ashtray or bucket.

❖ Completely douse butts and ashes with water

before throwing them away, as they can smolder and
cause a fire.

❖ Never smoke in bed.
❖ Provide large, deep ashtrays with a center sup-

port for smokers. Check furniture for any dropped
ashes before going to bed. Empty ashes into a fire-
proof container with water and sand.

❖ Keep smoking materials away from anything that
can burn (i.e., mattresses, bedding, upholstered fur-
niture, draperies, etc.).

❖ Never smoke in a home where oxygen is being
used.

❖ If you smoke, choose fire-safe cigarettes. They
are less likely to cause fires.

❖ To prevent a deadly cigarette fire, you must be
alert. You won’t be if you are sleepy, have been drink-
ing, or have taken medicine or other drugs.

❖ Keep matches and lighters up high, out of
children’s sight and reach.

Cigarettes caused approximately
$93,750 in damages to this Rose Hill
house.

Discarded Cigarettes Cause House Fire
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New Members
Luigi and Marie Caballero were in-
ducted into the Mt. Vernon Evening
Lions Club at the club’s January meet-
ing by District Governor Lion Wilma
Murphy (left) and First Vice President
Andrea Corsillo (right). The Lions Club
is an international organization who
support hearing, sight and community
projects. Its next dinner meeting will be
held on Feb. 19 and all are welcome to
come and learn more about Lions Club.
See http://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/
mountvernonelc/.

Lions Music Contest
The winners of the Mt. Vernon Evening
Lions Bland Contest were first place
Daniel Choi, age 17, an 11th grader at
Colgan High School in Manassas, and
second place Gavin Bhulipongsanon,
age 11 a fifth grader at Hollin Meadows
Elementary School. This contest was
held on Jan. 26. Daniel Choi will com-
pete in the regional contest. Above,
from left, are Past District Governor
Woody Woodward, Gavin
Bhulipongsanon, Daniel Choi, and
President Lion Reba Morse.
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T
he Mount Vernon Police
District’s Crash Recon-
struction Unit is investi-

gating after a pedestrian was hit
and killed around 9:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8. Detectives be-
lieve 51-year-old Nelissa Alston, of
Alexandria, was attempting to
cross Richmond Highway near
Fort Hunt Road. The driver of a
2015 Lexus RC 350, who was trav-
eling southbound on Richmond

Highway hit Alston. She was not
in a crosswalk. Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue personnel responded
and pronounced her dead. The
driver remained at the scene and
is cooperating with detectives.
Neither speed nor alcohol appear
to be factors.

Anyone with information about
this crash is asked to contact the
Crash Reconstruction Unit at 703-
280-0543.

Pedestrian Killed in Crash

M
ount Vernon Dis-
trict Supervisor
Dan Storck intro-
duced the Fairfax

Green Initiatives Board Matter on
Tuesday, Feb. 5, a call for the
county to consider additional ac-
tions to accelerate efforts to ad-
dress climate change and environ-
mental preservation.

Storck was joined by Supervisors
Jeff McKay (D-Lee) and John
Foust (D-Dranesville) in present-
ing the Board Matter that was ap-
proved unanimously by the full
board.

“Based on recent scientific re-
ports, I believe it is crucial that we
act expeditiously and urgently if
we are to begin to stem the growth
of greenhouse gasses which are
dramatically altering our environ-
ment, our world and the people,
places and property in our com-
munities,” Storck said.

The Board Matter calls for a
comprehensive review of initia-
tives and actions the county could
take to be a leader in addressing
climate change and in preserving
the environment. Key initiatives
include:

❖ Developing a Community-
wide Energy and Climate Action
Plan (CECAP) and a county-spe-
cific Climate Resiliency and Adap-
tation Plan,

❖ Contracting with an energy
savings performance contractor
(ESPC),

❖ Accelerating goals and targets
for the county’s Operational En-
ergy Strategy,

❖ Increasing locally generated
environmentally friendly energy
(like solar) to offset all county
government energy usage,

❖ Increasing dedicated county
energy, climate change and envi-
ronment related staffing,

❖ Enhancing communications

and coordination between the
county and residents.

“As a business person, I sincerely
believe that the financial return on
investment (ROI) on most, if not
all, of these initiatives is high, at
least a $3 return for every $1 in-
vested, which means they can
save, not cost, the county money.”
Storck said. “Energy efficiency is
a relatively inexpensive resource
we can all embrace and take ac-
tion on immediately.”

This new initiative builds on the
environmental commitments the
Board of Supervisors has made
over the past decade, including a
County Energy Policy, Environ-
mental Improvement Program,
Sustainability Initiatives, and the
recently adopted County Opera-
tional Energy Strategy. Next steps
include review and consideration
of a variety of proposed actions by
board committees, the County Ex-
ecutive and County staff, with
some levels of reporting due by
June 2019.

“Climate Change is a real threat
to our society, and I’m happy to
be a part of this call to action,” said
McKay. “I’ve long been an advo-
cate of solar freedom, and many
other Green initiatives. The Com-
monwealth looks to Fairfax County
to lead and set a good example of
environmental sustainability —
we must carry the torch and light
a path for all other jurisdictions to
ensure we have a healthier climate
for everyone. Many county efforts
and actions are already underway,
but it’s time to recognize the im-
portance and urgency of address-
ing climate change. I hope this
comprehensive review of Green
initiatives and efforts will push
state legislatures to give us the
flexibility to complete projects suc-
cessfully.”

Storck Calls for
Green Initiatives
Joined by Supervisors McKay and
Foust and unanimously endorsed.
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U
.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner
(D-VA) met with Secre-
tary of the Army Dr.
Mark Esper on Feb. 6

and pressed him on what the Army
is doing to resolve serious hazards
in military housing reported at sev-
eral bases in Virginia including Fort
Belvoir.

A recent investigation by Reuters
alleged significant problems in base
housing such as cockroaches, mice,
mold and leaks, and described the
difficulty that military families have
encountered in getting the private
management companies that own
and operate the housing to address
issues posing health hazards for
families living in the homes. As part
of its investigation, Reuters identi-
fied problems at several facilities
across the country, including Fort Belvoir,
Quantico, Oceana Naval Air Station, and
other military bases in Hampton Roads.

“Our nation’s military families deserve

better than this. They deserve safe and
healthy housing, free from mold, lead, pests,
and other hazards,” said Warner. “In our
meeting today, I told Secretary Esper that I

expect the Army to make improving mili-
tary housing conditions a top priority and
hold accountable any companies who may
have profited off the mistreatment of mili-

tary families.” In November, Warner
sent a letter to then Secretary of
Defense James Mattis regarding the
“unacceptable conditions” docu-
mented in the homes. In the letter,
he demanded a briefing from the
Defense Department on the current
situation, as well as a plan from DoD
to ensure the safety of military fami-
lies residing in private housing mov-
ing forward.

In August, Warner – along with
Senators Tim Kaine (D-VA), David
Perdue (R-GA) and Johnny Isakson
(R-GA) – also pressed Esper to ad-
dress problems with lead poisoning
affecting families at several Army
bases around the country, including
Fort Belvoir.

This isn’t the first time Warner has
intervened on behalf of military
families experiencing health haz-
ards in military housing. In 2011,
dozens of military families stationed
in Norfolk described problems with
Lincoln Military Housing, one of the
contractors identified in Reuters’
recent reporting. As  now, the af-

fected families – experiencing issues such
as leaks, mold, and infestation – recounted
major difficulties in getting the company or
the Navy to  take the complaints seriously.

Health Hazards in Military Housing?
Warner follows up
on Reuters’
report.

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner meets in his Senate office with Secretary of the Army Dr. Mark
Esper.
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L
ocal NASA astronaut, Rear Admiral (USNR
Ret) Steve Oswald spoke about the Earth and
ecology at the Jan. 22 meeting of the Rotary

Club of Alexandria.  Attended by over 120 people,
he event was held at Belle Haven Country Club in
Alexandria.

Also in attendance was Mary Bono, former U.S.
representative California’s 45th congressional dis-
trict, serving from 1998 to 2013. She is married to
Oswald.

The Rotary Club of Alexandria hosts featured
speakers who encourage Rotarians to think differ-
ently, to apply leadership and expertise to issues, and
find solutions to make a difference at home and
abroad.

Oswald is a 1973 graduate of the Naval Academy,
with a bachelor’s degree in aeronautical engineer-
ing.  He is a 1978 graduate of the Naval Test Pilot

School at Patuxent River, Md. He subsequently logged
more than 7,000 hours of flight piloting more than
40 aircraft.

Oswald joined NASA in November 1984 as an aero-
space engineer and instructor pilot, and was selected
as an astronaut candidate in June 1985.  He piloted
two missions on Space Shuttle Discovery in 1992 and
1993.  Additionally, Oswald commanded a mission
on Space Shuttle Endeavor in 1995.  On these mis-
sions, he accumulated 33 days in space.

While speaking to the Rotary Club of Alexandria,
Oswald reflected on his time in space, and acknowl-
edged it changed his perception of the Earth and
ecology.

Additionally, Oswald answered questions on the
growing prominence of private space programs, the
Space Command within the U.S. Air Force, and the
implications of an autonomous Space Force.

At the po-
dium, Rear
Admiral
Oswald
addressed the
Rotary Club
of Alexandria.
Seated to his
left is former
U.S. Rep.
Mary Bono.

Astronaut Speaks to Rotary

The following incidents were reported
by the Mount Vernon District Police Sta-
tion.

BURGLARY: 8200 block of Russell
Road, Feb. 8, 8:42 a.m. Officers re-
sponded to a burglary report and
located the suspect still on scene. A 42-
year-old woman from Alexandria
entered the victim’s apartment and took
items from the home. She was arrested
for burglary and petit larceny.

ROBBERY: 3500 block of Robert E
Lee Place, Feb. 6 11 p.m. A man was

sent a message by an acquaintance to
meet at the location. When he arrived,
he was approached by the acquaintance
and an unknown man and woman who
pushed him to the ground and assaulted
him. After going through the victim’s
pockets, the three suspects ran off with-
out taking anything. The man was
transported to the hospital with minor
injuries.

ROBBERY: 8400 block of Richmond
Highway, Feb. 6, 10:53 p.m. A pizza
delivery driver was trying to find the
address to deliver an order and was ap-

proached by a man who displayed a
handgun. The suspect took the victim’s
personal property and the food, then ran
away. The suspect was described as
black, 5’6”, 35 to 40 years old, 180 to
200 pounds, wearing a black mask,
black hooded sweatshirt, blue jeans and
black shoes.

BURGLARY: 9700 block of
Kingsbridge Drive, Feb. 6, 1:13 p.m. The
homeowner arrived home and discov-
ered electronics were taken.

Crime
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Paul Krizek

Delegate (D-44)

O
ver the last week, Democrats
worked tirelessly with the Ad-
ministration and our Republican
colleagues in the General As-

sembly to reach a compromise on a tax and
budget deal. As a member of the Appropria-
tions Committee, I have been advocating for a
fiscally responsible budget that also provides
much needed investment back into Virginia.

Within the budget, we set aside additional
funds to help maintain our valuable Triple A

bond rating and ensure Vir-
ginia is prepared for any
possible economic down-
turn. I am proud to have

reached this compromise that will allow for
tax certainty as we are in the filing season.
Now, compromise means that we didn’t get
everything that we wanted, but this is a deal
that will benefit all hardworking Virginians,
and creates fairness across all incomes.

First, it is important to note that the tax deal
will provide conformity with federal tax law.
Generally, tax conformity and tax policy are
agreed upon separately. This year, however,
Republicans used conformity as a political tool
in the budget debate. Democrats have been
fighting to address tax conformity separately
since the very beginning of session. Without
conformity, Virginia would have needed to

make significant
changes to our finan-
cial compliance sys-
tem causing confu-
sion and delays. Tax
filers would not have
seen their returns un-
til later in the sum-
mer. Now, Virginians
will be able to file
their taxes in a timely
manner.

Within this budget, Democrats advocated for
tax fairness and this compromise rectifies some
of the damage wrought by the Trump tax
changes. This led to a 50 percent increase in
the standard deduction, a change that benefits
every single Virginia tax filer. Of the resulting
$360 million in tax relief, half the benefits go
to those making less than $40,000. For single
filers, it will be increased by 50 percent from
$3,000 to $4,500 and for joint filers from
$6,000 to $9,000. These dollars will provide
citizens the opportunity to save and spend back
into the Virginia economy. Additionally, in Oc-
tober, we will be sending every taxpayer a
check for $110, or $220 for joint filers. While
this might seem like a small amount, and not
the refund we were hoping for, every dollar
helps families make car payments, rent, and
put food on the table. In total, we will be re-
turning over $970 million to taxpayers through
a combination of refunds and tax policy ad-

justments.
Although this budget contains good invest-

ments, we missed a critical opportunity to sig-
nificantly invest in K-12 education (we are still
at pre-recession funding levels despite 25,000
more students than 10 years ago), environmen-
tal initiatives, and affordable housing. Unfor-
tunately, these new investments were stripped
from the Administration’s budget and returned
to the original funding levels we approved last
year in the biennium budget.

Additionally, we were unable to expand the
Earned Income Tax Credit which would have
put money back into the pocket of the most
vulnerable among us. We will continue to fight
for these investments in the budget conference
and I am hopeful some will be included in the
final budget. However, most of the funds that
will be received due to the changes at the fed-
eral level will be placed into a reserve fund.
Then, next year, we will have the chance to
allocate these funds back into Virginia. If
Democrats are able to win the majority in the
General Assembly this fall, I am confident many
of these investments will be enacted along with
other bold, new initiatives to benefit our Com-
monwealth. Even during these tumultuous
times this deal proves that we can put aside
our differences to work for the betterment of
all Virginians. We continue to govern respon-
sibly and fairly here in Richmond and I am
humbled by your support and so very proud to
represent you in the 44th district of Virginia.

Creating Fiscally Responsible Budget

Commentary

By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

L
ast week in the General Assembly was
a week of accomplishments, revelations
and stress.

The Senate approved and sent to the House
of Delegates 20 of my 25 bills and added sev-
eral of my budget amendments to the Senate
budget.

The Senate agreed to $2 million to study
extending Metro’s Blue Line to Lorton,
Woodbridge and Potomac Mills, along with
enhanced transit on U.S. 1 in Prince William

County. I have been fight-
ing for this for three years
and with Sen. George
Barker’s help, we got it in-

cluded in the Senate budget. Additionally, my
proposal to fund additional treatment services
and a study for incarcerated, sexually-violent
predators was included so that they can receive
treatment before they are committed to a post-
incarceration civil treatment facility, an ap-
proach that costs taxpayers significantly more
per day than a standard jail. There is no rea-
son to delay therapy until they have completed
their sentence. This will save taxpayers mil-
lions of dollars if it works.

The Senate, on a 37-2-1 vote, passed my bill
to create a framework to clean up Virginia’s
coal ash repositories. The bill requires at least
6.8 million cubic yards of the 27 million cubic
yards to be recycled into “encapsulated” prod-
ucts like bricks, cinderblocks or cement. The

bill also requires Do-
minion to work with
localities to minimize
transportation im-
pacts; to give priority
to local workers; and
to continually seek
proposals to recycle
ash as technology
evolves so that we
can minimize coal
ash landfill storage.
While the bill is not

everything I want, it achieves my primary ob-
jectives to prohibit “cap in place” or using old
leaky ash ponds to store ash forever and to
promote recycling.

On a vote of 29-11, the Senate passed my
legislation to give Fairfax County an additional
tool to pay for underground utilities on U.S. 1.
The bill allows the county to pay for under-
ground utilities and then recover the cost by
levying a utility fee that will cost about $0.80-
0.90 per month. I have heard loud and clear
from my constituents that they want under-
ground utilities on U.S. 1. Prince William
County’s government funded it for all 10 miles
of U.S. 1. If Prince William can afford it, so
can Fairfax County, and I am hoping to pro-
vide County officials with a method to do it.

On a vote of 34-6, the Senate passed my bill
to create penalties for government officials who
intentionally try to avoid our sunshine laws.
The bill creates penalties for destroying public
records to avoid the Freedom of Information

Act (FOIA) and penalties for officials who in-
correctly vote to certify that they only discussed
specifically exempted and previously-an-
nounced matters in closed public meetings.

I also passed legislation clarifying that cars
cannot use bike lanes to pass other vehicles
and making it easier to convict drivers for se-
riously injuring cyclists and pedestrians. U.S.
1 is the deadliest road in Virginia for pedestri-
ans and pedestrian deaths are up by 50 per-
cent in the last five years in Virginia. Most in-
jured cyclists and pedestrians cannot remem-
ber what happened or are killed when struck.
This will help balance the playing field on the
criminal side of justice.

Finally, this was another rough week as the
Governor’s situation continued to percolate,
the Attorney General admitted to using
blackface at age 19 in college and two differ-
ent women accused our Lieutenant Governor
of sexual assault.

We were initially willing to wait for time and
information after one accusation was made,
but when a second woman 4,000 miles away
made a very serious allegation, it was clear to
some of us that this was becoming an issue
that could distract from his duties.

The Senate Democratic, House Democratic
and Legislative Black Caucuses and called for
his resignation. I am continuing to assess my
position on the situations and welcome your
input.

Please weigh in on my constituent survey at
http://bit.ly/sd362019survey and email me at
scott@scottsurovell.org with your feedback.

Commentary

Passing Bills, Serving the Public
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Letters

Infinite
Moment
To the Editor:

On President’s Day, it is important to remember
the words of our founders. Almost 225 years ago,
George Washington spoke to the nation as he de-
parted from office. More than anything, he urged
America to remain united. The America of 1796 was
different in many ways, except for its politics. There
was significant ideological, economic, and geo-
graphic strife. There was even fear of foreign influ-
ence (by the French) in the upcoming election. It
was in this context that our nation’s first president
offered some words of advice. He reminded us, in
the face of division, that unity is our greatest strength.
He said, “It is of infinite moment that you should
properly estimate the immense value of your national
union to your collective and individual happiness.”

For what is America but a people united in search
of freedom and prosperity? A nation of people made
stronger and better through the combination of their
strengths and efforts. A combination, embodied in a
government, that creates a place better than any
could build on their own. He called this federal gov-
ernment “a main pillar in the edifice of your real
independence.” To threaten it was to threaten our
freedom. However, Washington cautioned that,
“much pains will be taken, many artifices employed
to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth;
as this is the point in your political fortress against
which the batteries of internal and external enemies
will be most constantly and actively (though often
covertly and insidiously) directed.”

It is at this moment that we must ask ourselves,

will we heed his words? Are we able to see through
the divisions that threaten one of the most impor-
tant sources of our peace, prosperity, and freedom?
While we may rightly question the actions and role
of the federal government, to threaten it is to threaten
our nation. Once in our history, we have already seen
the chaos that results when our union dissolves. It is
of infinite moment that we once again appreciate
the value of our bonds as Americans, and the insti-
tutions in which those bonds are embodied. For if
our unity dies, what else is next?

Jack Washington
(Seventh great-nephew of George Washington)

Blacksburg, Va.

Remember
Washington’s Knight
To the Editor:

Fisher Ames (1758-1808), the great orator of Mas-
sachusetts, made a decisive speech favoring the con-
troversial 1796 Jay Treaty. His winning its adoption
saved Washington from a major political defeat, and
earned him the President’s gratitude — an invita-
tion to Mt. Vernon.

Republicans in the House of Representatives were
holding up the appropriation to fund the unpopular
treaty. Washington desperately wanted this treaty
with England which would open their ports to trade
with us, end the Royal Navy’s interdiction of Ameri-
can ships, and get England finally to complete the
terms of the peace treaty of 1783. At the close of his
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Letters

By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

A
s controversies seem to arise with
each news cycle, the General As-
sembly is continuing its work,
convening floor sessions and

committees with its customary unflinch-
ingly-courteous efficiency. Despite the emo-
tional toll of the last two weeks, our state
government must maintain the trust of our
diverse constituencies by coming together

to pass a budget and
complete the work we
were sent here to do.

Thirteen of my bills
have made it through the Senate to the
House of Delegates. My bills to ban discrimi-
nation in housing and public employment
against LGBT Virginians faces tough oppo-
sition in the House. I am optimistic about
my bill to establish “municipal net-meter-
ing” pilot programs, enabling localities to
offset the cost of electricity used by energy-
intensive buildings with power generated
by renewable sources at another city- or
county-owned location. Another bill would
ensure independent oversight of $1 billion
in energy efficiency funding.

Despite overwhelming bipartisan support
in the Senate, my legislation to end the
modern-day debtors’ prison caused by the
practice of suspending driver’s licenses for
non-driving (often drug-related) offenses
was defeated in subcommittee on a party-
line vote. My bill to ban all governmental

use of software
prohibited by the
Department of
Homeland Secu-
rity passed unani-
mously, as did my
bill to lower em-
ployment barriers
for community
college professors
seeking to teach
career and techni-

cal education/dual enrollment classes in
high schools. This legislation would
strengthen our employment pipeline for stu-
dents who do not have access to in-demand
courses in fields such as cybersecurity, emer-
gency medical technician (EMT), veterinary
science, and culinary arts.

In addition to debating legislation, we
have begun considering amendments to the
biennial budget.

Major changes to the federal tax code and
an infusion of revenue due to the Supreme
Court decision in South Dakota v. Wayfair,
Inc. that will bring in additional out of state
internet sales tax revenue complicated both
the “caboose” budget and tax conformity
— normally perfunctory procedural matters
that include addressing the difference be-
tween projected and actual revenue, and
aligning Virginia’s tax code with the fed-
eral tax code.

A compromise plan was adopted that re-
turned money to taxpayers through a mid-
October refund of $110 per person and

funding was retained for several key pri-
orities. For the first time since 2005, the plan
also included conformity legislation that
raises the standard deduction by 50 percent
to $4,500 for individuals and $9,000 for
couples. When the Governor signs this leg-
islation, the state will be able to begin pre-
paring tax software to process returns.

I voted in favor of the Senate budget that
includes important education priorities, in-
cluding: increasing teacher pay by 5 per-
cent, replacing federal funding for the Vir-
ginia Preschool Initiative grant, and provid-
ing $70 million in school construction loans
to help rebuild older derelict facilities. Sev-
eral key floor amendments, proposed by
Senate Democrats, included increased fund-
ing for school counselors, mental health
supportive housing, water quality improve-
ment, and staff to decrease evictions in the
state.

I passed a floor amendment to increase
funding for the Virginia Housing Trust Fund
(VHTF) by $1.5 million per year. The VHTF
provides “gap funding” to help bring afford-
able housing projects online. The funds in-
vested will help finance an additional $78
million in affordable housing development
over the biennium. Much work remains to
be done to invest more in affordable hous-
ing, but I was proud that the Senate bud-
get takes a step in the right direction.

With so much at stake, we cannot afford
to lose focus.

It is my continued honor to serve the 30th
district.

By Owen FitzGerald

Capital News Service

R
edemption.” That word was used
repeatedly as five black leaders
from across Virginia gathered

Monday urging state legislators to rescind
statements calling for Gov. Ralph Northam’s
resignation following his blackface photo
scandal.

On the steps of the Capitol, former Rich-
mond City Council Member Henry “Chuck”
Richardson read a prepared statement, say-
ing that racial issues in the U.S. still perme-
ate virtually every aspect of American life.

“There are no more complex, abiding and
haunting questions in America than those
surrounding race,” Richardson said. “And
through it all is the constant that though
we have come far, we still have far to go.”

“We are drawn here under the Christian
doctrine that it is human to err but divine
to forgive. We have evaluated the governor’s
past performance as we have known him
and choose to forgive,” Richardson said.

Richardson added that the group of lead-
ers believes almost every person in the
southern United States in the latter half of
the 20th century has been influenced by,
has participated in or has been associated
with blackface in a similar nature to the
governor.

“Rather than pursue measures that ac-
complish nothing,” Richardson said, “we

choose to use this opportunity to advance
the cause of African-Americans rather than
wallow in the punitive measures of re-
venge.”

Northam, a Democrat, has been under fire
since the discovery on Feb. 1 of a racist
photo on his page of his 1984 medical
school yearbook. The picture showed two
men — one in blackface and the other in a
Ku Klux Klan hood. Initially, Northam said
he was in the photo and apologized. Later,
he said that he was not in the picture but
that he did wear blackface for a Michael
Jackson dance contest in 1984.

The controversy prompted many state
and national Democratic leaders as well as
advocacy groups to call on Northam to re-
sign. Northam has said he does not plan to
do so.

John Boyd, founding president of the
National Black Farmers Association, also
was at Monday’s press conference in sup-
port of Northam. Boyd said he met with the
governor following the disclosure of the
yearbook photo. Boyd said he prayed with
the governor and used the meeting to ad-
dress the issues of white privilege and
blackface.

Boyd said Northam asked for forgiveness.
“He has a good heart,” Boyd said. “I

looked in the governor’s eyes, and I believe
that he was sincerely sorry for what has
happened. “I believe today that we need to
give the governor a second chance. I be-

lieve that he is the right person to guide
Virginia and bring us through this troubling
time in history.”

Boyd added that during the federal gov-
ernment shutdown, he met with Northam
to discuss the effects of closure on Virginia’s
black farmers. Boyd said that even follow-
ing the release of Northam’s yearbook
photo, his constituents still trust the gover-
nor to advance the cause of farmers in the
state.

Leaders at the press conference refused
to directly address questions regarding a
statement by Attorney General Mark Her-
ring that he wore blackface to imitate a rap-
per for a college party in 1980.

Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax also is under pres-
sure after two women came forward last
week to say that he sexually assaulted them.
Several Democratic leaders and groups have
called on Fairfax to resign. At Monday’s
news conference, the leaders said that they
support due process and that Fairfax should
be presumed innocent until proven guilty.

Sen. Amanda Chase, R-Chesterfield, re-
leased a statement Monday in support of
Fairfax’s right to due process.

“The women involved in Lt. Governor
Justin Fairfax’s allegations must be heard
in the jurisdiction where the incidents oc-
curred,” Chase’s statement said. “Due pro-
cess must be followed to ensure both par-
ties the right of innocence until proven
guilty.”

Presidency, this treaty would vindicate his
policy of neutrality between England and
France who were at war. However, Repub-
licans opposed it because of their sympa-
thies to France for helping America win our
war of independence, and the fact Jay did
not get Britain to complete all the terms of
the 1783 peace.

After a month’s deadlock Ames, the last
to speak, essentially argued the Constitu-
tion. The “President and the Senate are the
agents and instruments of treaties.” Con-
gressman are not elected to work in this
province, but have to support the Senate’s
and Executive’s treaty efforts like they sup-
port our legislations, he said. “The treaty is
the promise of a nation,” he continued, and
spoke of all the accomplishments of the
United States. He declared the treaty (while
not perfect), was a chance for America to
gain respect in the world. Many present
became emotional at his putting America
on par with the great nations of Europe. “I
see no exception to the respect that is paid
among nations to the Law of Good Faith.”
It was unlike anything heard before in the
Congress. One Supreme Court Justice ex-
claimed: “Bless my stars! I never heard any-
thing so great since I was born!” Vice Presi-
dent Adams replied: “Divine! … Tears
enough were shed.”

This speech, extemporaneously delivered
for an hour and a half, turned nine Repub-
licans to vote with the Federalists. When
President Washington later got a copy said:
“In the opinion of most that heard it deliv-
ered or have read it since, his reasoning is
unanswerable.”

About to leave Philadelphia, Washington
rewarded Ames by inviting him to dinner
at the President’s Mansion. Neither re-
corded that dinner conversation, but Wash-
ington sent a note to his manager at Mt.
Vernon directing he “have a few Bottles of
Porter there and some wine for particular
company … among these Mr. Aimes [sic]
will, I expect, be one … and is one I wish
well treated while he stays.”

Washington had a true friend in young
Fisher Ames and likely hosted the “Cicero
of New England” at Mt. Vernon when Ames
traveled here in 1796. No local records have
yet surfaced chronicling a stop in Alexan-
dria, but it is known he came through
Georgetown, and it can be deduced he used
the road that came through Alexandria on
his way to Mr. Vernon. Perhaps a record will
yet appear in this town? Let’s remember
Washington’s knight: Fisher Ames.

Harold Knudsen
Alexandria

Maintaining Focus in Richmond

Commentary

Black Leaders Call for Forgiveness for Northam

“

DONATIONS NEEDED
UCM Needs Help. United Community Ministries

(UCM), 7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria.
Inventory is low on disposable diapers especially
sizes 4, 5, 6; canned tuna and other canned
meats like chicken; and low-sugar breakfast
cereals. Shop and donate with their Amazon
Wish List at: bit.ly/
UCM_FoodPantry_AmazonWishList. Email
Assistant Food Pantry Manager Von at
vonnetta.jones@ucmagency.org or visit at
www.ucmagency.org.

Bulletin Board
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HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

A
 breeze of warm air to heat the
winter chill is how some design-
ers are describing one of the
trendiest colors on tap for this

year. “Living Coral” was selected as the 2019
Color of the Year by the Pantone Color In-
stitute, the self-described global authority
of color. It’s a shade that is expected to have
a prominent presence in interior design,
home accessories and fashion this year.

“It works well with most of the founda-
tion colors everyone has in their homes in-
cluding white, taupe, gray, and brown,” said
designer Amanda Mertins of Patina Polished
Living in Alexandria. “If you choose to paint,
it can help to brighten a space lacking natu-
ral light.”

Described as a nurturing color that can
be found in nature, Living Coral is a shade
of orange with a golden undertone. “It can
be used as a wonderful accent color,” said
Mertins. “Introduce it with artwork, toss
pillows, rugs and throws.”

Life-affirming and reminiscent of coral
reefs, Living Coral is credited with the abil-
ity to breathe life into any space in one’s
home. “[It’s] is vibrant, energizing shade
… that can be incorporated as a light ac-
cent or bold statement in both a kitchen or
bath,” said designer Natalia Fabisiak of
Nicely Done Kitchens and Baths in Spring-
field. “As the timeless trend of white kitch-
ens continues, Living Coral offers the per-
fect pop of color an all-white kitchen may
need.”

“Coffee mugs, dish towels, trays and triv-
ets are an easy and inexpensive way to in-
troduce the trending color of the year into
your kitchen,” added Fabisiak.

Home accent pieces are the way that de-

signer Julie Ackerman of Home Polish in
Bethesda recommends using the Pantone
pick. “Dishware, serveware or decorative
accent pieces and porcelain figurines, like
those by Herend are a great way to incor-
porate Living Coral into your home,” she
said.

For a more long-term commitment,
Fabisiak says, “In a bathroom, Living Coral
can be used as a wall color that can be eas-
ily paired with neutral tile and fixtures. If
painting the walls is too drastic, bath ac-
cents like coral towels or a rug can brighten
up the space beautifully as well.

In announcing the selection, Leatrice
Eiseman, executive director of the Pantone
Color Institute, said, “Color is an equaliz-

Photo courtesy of Patina Polished Living

Living Coral can be introduced into
one’s home through art, says
designer Amanda Mertins.

ing lens through which we experience our
natural and digital realities and this is par-
ticularly true for Living Coral. With consum-
ers craving human interaction and social
connection, the humanizing and hearten-
ing qualities displayed by the convivial
Pantone Living Coral hit a responsive
chord.”

Each year, the Pantone Color Institute
makes a prediction about the color that will
be on trend for the upcoming year. The se-
lection process, which takes about nine
months, has color gurus at Pantone span-
ning the globe, taking note of the trends in
industries that run the gamut from ranging
from film and entertainment to art and in-
terior design.

“... can help to
brighten a space
lacking natural light.”

‘Living Coral’ Named 2019 Color of the Year
When used on a
wall in a
kitchen or
bathroom,
Living Coral can
make a bold
statement, says
designer Natalia
Fabisiak of
Nicely Done
Kitchens and
Baths.

Photo courtesy of Nicely Done Kitchens and Baths



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  February 14-20, 2019  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



12  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  February 14-20, 2019 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment

Dominion Brass Concert
Benefit concert for Rising Hope Mission Church with Dominion Brass, a large brass and percussion ensemble of profes-

sional musicians. Sunday, Feb. 17, 3-4:30 p.m. At Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 1301 Collingwood Road, Alexandria.
Free. Donations to support Rising Hope will be collected during the concert. Call 703-300-0985.

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Photograhpy Exhibit: Fax Ayres.

Through Feb. 24, Thursday-Sunday,
noon-4 p.m. at The Atheneum, 201
Prince St. Fax Ayres’ photography
employs a ‘lightpainting’ technique to
embue his subjects with an almost
surreal quality. He sets up still life
vignettes in the dark and then
carefully paints individual
components with light, assembling
multiple images together to create
the final photograph. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

“Three Sistahs.” Through Feb. 24, at
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St.,
Alexandria. “Three Sistahs” is an
intimate musical which exposes the
souls of three strong independent
women as they gather together in the
family home one last time. They
reflect on the past, present and their
hope for the future with powerful
music and insights about their lives
and relationships. Performances will
be Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 3 p.m., and 8 p.m.,
Sundays at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m., Jan
24- Feb 24, 2019. Tickets are $55
with student and active military and
group discounts available. Four or
more tickets are $50 each. Call the
theatre at 703-548-9044 or go online
to www.metrostage.org.

Winter Golf. Through Feb. 28, skip the
traffic with the Afternoon Drive
special at the heated and covered
ranges at Burke Lake Golf Center and
the newly renovated Oak Marr Golf
Complex. All buckets are $2 off,
Monday-Thursday, 4 p.m. until
closing. Or try the indoor studio at
Pinecrest Golf Course’s Valis Family
Golf Learning Center, featuring three
indoor hitting bays or a private
session with the TrackMan Golf
Simulator Suite (five person max.),
both reserved by the hour. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/golf.

Art Exhibit: Ritualisms. Through
March 3, gallery hours at Target
Gallery, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. New Target Gallery
Exhibition contemplates the
universality of rituals. The exhibition
juxtaposes different artists’
interpretations of rituals through
their work, daily routines, habits, or
personal quirks. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

“Opposites Attract.” Through March
10, at Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery,
Torpedo Factory Art Center, Studio
29, 105 North Union St., Alexandria.
Show featuring everything Quiet and
Loud, Large and Small, Smooth and
Rough, Bright and Dull, Stiff and
Flowing, Smiles and Frowns – the list
goes on and the artists had a great
time incorporating this theme into
their work. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

Beginner Square Dance Lessons.
Through March 27, 7:30-9 p.m. at
the Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710 N.
Chambliss St. Keep up with New
Year’s resolutions and enjoy both
mental and physical exercise with
Square Dance Lessons. $30 for each
four-week session. Open to couples,
singles and groups. Email
boomerangs@wascaclubs.com or call
571-210-5480.

Art Exhibition: High School
Students. Through March 30, at
The Gallery at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane, Alexandria. The
Alexandria All City High School Art
Exhibition hosted by the
Convergence Arts Initiative returns
for its fourth year. This year’s
experience features more than 90
Alexandria high school students
representing six high schools
including public, private, and

independent. Returning for 2019’s
collaborative event are students from
Bishop Ireton, Episcopal High School,
T.C. Williams, St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes School, Commonwealth
Academy, and The Howard Gardner
School. Visit ourconvergence.org.

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. $4. Call 703-765-
4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

The Harmony Heritage Singers
(Mount Vernon Chapter of
Barbershop Harmony Society), a
daytime, a cappella, Chorus,
rehearses on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesdays, monthly, at Sherwood Hall
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Newcomers
welcome for fun or to book for a
performance. Visit HHSingers.org, or
call 703-352-5271.

THURSDAY/FEB. 14
Happy Valentine’s Day, Frederick

Douglass! 3:30-4:30 p.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. A history lesson
you’ll never forget. For school aged
kids. Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us
or call 703-746-1705.

Pre-K Fun. 4-5 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library - Meeting Room, 4701
Seminary Road. Sing and dance to
the songs of Stevie Wonder and Louis
Armstrong. Includes a craft. Ages 3-5.
Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call
703-746-1704.

Butterflies and Blossoms. 7:30-9
p.m. At Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria. A
talk by Margaret Chatham on larval
host plants and the lepidoptera that
eat them. Beautiful butterflies and
lovely blossoms are all the result of

trying to make a living. The plants
need someone to pollinate them, but
at the same time need to limit the
number of caterpillars and other
insects that can eat them. The
butterflies and caterpillars need to
avoid being eaten long enough to lay
eggs for the next generation. We’ll
learn what natives to plant to nurture
more than just monarchs. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/green-
spring or call 703-642-5173.

18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, Alexandria. In preparation
for George Washington’s Birthnight
Ball on Feb. 16, 2019, learn 18th-
century English country dancing from
expert dance instructors at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum. Tickets are $12 per
class or $30 for the series.
Reservations are recommended. Visit
Alexandriava.gov/Shop or call 703-
746-4242.

FRIDAY/FEB. 15
Celebrating Building Bridges and

Creating Community Through
Poetry. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the
Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron
St. Wendi Kaplan, Poet Laureate,
invites everyone to a special
reception “Celebrating Building
Bridges and Creating Community
through Poetry.” Formal program
beginning at 7 p.m. The reception
will highlight Ms. Kaplan’s tenure as
the City’s Poet Laureate through
poetry, programs and activities. The
reception is free, RSVPs requested at
poet@alexandriava.gov.

Second Glance. 7:30-8:30 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. An everyday object can
be irresistible. Beyond the intended
purpose to get the job done, objects
can represent a memory or merge in
unlikely, whimsical combinations.
“Second Glance” features excerpts
from Jane Franklin’s “EyeSoar” and
new work in cooperation with Fine
Art Photographer Fax Ayres. Cost is
$15. Visit www.nvfaa.org/events/
second-glance.

SATURDAY/FEB. 16
African American Children’s Book

Fair. At Alexandria Black History

Museum, 902 Wythe St., Alexandria.
Interested in finding culturally
appropriate books for children? Visit
the Museum for a book fair featuring
authors who specialize in books for
African American children and
families. Organized by author J.D.
Wright and the Alexandria Black
History Museum. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/BlackHistory
or call 703-746-4356.

Garden Symposium. 8:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. At Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria. Is it
possible to have beautiful gardens
without negatively impacting the
environment? Get answers at the
“15th Annual EcoSavvy Symposium”
at Green Spring Gardens.The theme
of this year’s symposium is “Beauty,
Integrity and Resilience – Can A
Garden Have Everything?” Learn to
make a difference by changing
design, plant choice, planting
techniques and maintenance.
Discover ways to achieve aesthetic
goals while providing the structure
and resources necessary to create a
healthy habitat for insects and birds.
$58 per person. Call 703-642-5173 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
green-spring.

Front Parlor Reopens. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
At George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mt. Vernon. Mount
Vernon’s front parlor reopens after an
extensive restoration. New forensic
analysis of the architecture and
significant documentary discoveries
revealed more about the appearance
and evolution of the room than was
previously known. As one of the most
elaborately finished rooms in the
house, the front parlor served as the
primary entertaining space in the
Mansion for most of the
Washingtons’ lives. Visitors during
Washington’s birthday celebrations
(Feb. 18 & 22) can tour the Mansion
for free and view reproductions of
the original furniture with vibrant
Saxon blue upholstery. Visit
mountvernon.org/frontparlor.

Specialty Tour: A Complicated
Hospitality. 10-11 a.m. at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Through the stories, experiences, and
archival traces of those enslaved by
John Gadsby, consider how the

nuances of urban slavery expand the
understanding of slavery and
Alexandria. Advance purchase of
tickets recommended; limited space
available. $15 per person, $12 for
Gadsby Tavern Museum members.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov.

Monthly Puppet Shows. 10 a.m. and
11:15 a.m. at the Durant Arts Center,
1605 Cameron St. The National
Capital Puppetry Guild continues
their series of monthly family-
friendly puppet shows at the Durant
Arts Center. With a performance by
Bob Brown Puppets’ Second Hand
Stars. Monthly Puppet Shows are
designed for the youngest of
audiences, so toddlers are welcome.
$6, for all ages. Children must be
accompanied by at least one adult.
Make your reservations at
www.alexandriava.gov/Arts and
select Durant Arts Center. Tickets are
available at the door.

Locals’ Alley Saturdays. 12:30-2:30
p.m. at The Old Town Shop, 105 S.
Union St. at King Street. Meet the
makers of local goods, featuring:
Popped Republic flavored popcorn
tasting. Call 703-684-4682 or visit
www.TheOldTownShop.com.

Calligraphy Class. 1-3 p.m. At
Historic Huntley, 6918 Harrison
Lane, Alexandria. In honor of
Huntley residents who loved both
books and art, Historic Huntley is
offering a set of classes that
introduce different aspects of the art
of bookmaking. Explore the art of
beautiful writing with a variety of
pens and brushes in a program. $15
per person. Call 703-768-2525 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
historic-huntley.

Movie Matinee: Loving. 2:30-4:45
p.m. at Barrett Branch Library -
Second Floor, 717 Queen St. A
dramatization of the Loving family’s
relationship and the 1967 Supreme
Court case, which overturned the Jim
Crow law banning interracial
marriage. PG-13. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1703.

George Washington’s Birthnight
Banquet & Ball. 5:30-11 p.m. (9
p.m. if attending the ball only). At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St., Alexandria. Don dancing
shoes for this famous celebration of
Washington’s Birthday at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, set in the year
1799. The evening includes an 18th-
century banquet, English country
dancing, dessert collation, character
re-enactors plus the General and Mrs.
Washington. Period costume
optional; “after-five” attire
encouraged. Cost is $125 per ticket.
$150 per person ticket includes
dinner in the same room with the
Washingtons. $250 per person ticket
reserves a spot at a table with the
Washingtons for dinner. Reservations
required. To purchase tickets, visit
Alexandriava.gov/Shop or call 703-
746-4242.

First Friday: “Chinese New Year
Celebration.” 6-10 p.m. at the
Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron
St. The evening will include the
Fairfax Chinese Dance Troupe
dancing several traditional Chinese
Folk Dances accompanied by Alice
Guzheng Ensemble, Mr. Zhang on a
traditional instrument called hulusi,
and a vocalist Mr. Lin. A Chinese
Kungfu, Martial Arts demonstration
and the City’s Mobile Art Lab leading
interactive art activity will round off
the evening’s festivities. A “meet and
greet” begins at 6 p.m. with
festivities beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Light refreshments will be available
complements of the Office of the
Arts. $9 per person. Children under 5
years old are free. Children must be
accompanied by one adult. Reserve
today at www.alexandriava.gov/Arts
and select Durant Arts Center.
Tickets are available at the door.



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  February 14-20, 2019  ❖  13www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment

Calendar

By Hope Nelson

T
he customers of several Alexandria restau-
rants and retailers may feel jilted this
Valentine’s Day, but at least one eatery in

town is feeling the love from its foodie faithful in
the face of hard times. This February, a tour of clo-
sures – and near-misses – has dotted the restaurant
landscape around town.

Society Fair Gets By With a Little Help
From Its Friends

Society Fair, a South Washington Street mainstay
for several years, raised some eyebrows – and jangled
some piggy banks – over the past couple of weeks
with a call for financial assistance from the public.
The restaurant and market, owned by Dan Fisher

and Nadine Brown, created a
GoFundMe page asking customers to
give them a financial boost.

“2018 was a difficult year to say the
least. We lost some amazing staff that went on to
new opportunities. We lost our catering manager who
went back to her old job. We lost our beloved butcher.
It has taken us almost a year to rebuild our staff,”
the GoFundMe page read. “… December and Janu-
ary with the government shutdown and record-break-
ing temperatures were like a final one-two punch.
This is a unforgiving business at times and we have
made mistakes.”

The campaign’s goal was listed at $30,000, and as
of press time the initiative has raised $7,420. But
according to co-owner Brown, that is enough to tide

Society Fair over for now.
“Because of all of you and a generous landlord we

will not be closing after service (tomorrow),” she
wrote. “We have many changes coming and hope to
be able to provide cake and gumbo for years to come.”

Flat Top Burger Closes in Del Ray
Visitors to Flat Top Burger on the outskirts of Del

Ray have found the lights off and the doors locked
over the past weeks. The burger-and-shake shop,
which opened its doors in December 2016, has closed
in its current location at 529 E. Howell Ave., adja-
cent to Route 1 and just beyond the Monroe Street
bridge. Owners and managers have not returned calls
for comment, but a post on Flat Top Burger’s website
reads, “Flat Top Burger is closed – but don’t worry,
we will be re-opening soon at a new location! Check
back soon for more information!”

Williams Sonoma Closes in Old Town
Drivers along the George Washington Parkway will

likely notice a shuttered storefront along the 800
block of South Washington Street. The Williams
Sonoma location that had resided in the strip for
many years has closed its doors for good. The com-
pany has been systematically closing
underperforming stores (while opening new ones in
promising locations) for the past several years. In
the wider region, the Reston Town Center location
also closed in January.

Off the Menu: Restaurant Notebook

Appetite

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista
blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Pianist Thomas Pandolfi

Philharmonic
Orchestra Concert

The Washington Metropolitan Phil-
harmonic continues its Spotlight on
Women Composers season. Concert
explores outstanding works by women
composers Fanny Mendelssohn, Louise
Farrenc, and Clara Schumann and fea-
tures acclaimed virtuoso pianist
Thomas Pandolfi. Sunday, Feb. 17, 3-
5 p.m. At George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan St., Alexan-
dria. $25. Visit www.wmpamusic.org.

An Evening of Love Songs. 8 p.m. at
The Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger
Ave. Join in for an unforgettable
evening of love songs with music
legends Leonard, Coleman and Blunt
(LCB), three former lead vocalists
from the Temptations, Platters, and
Drifters as they perform the most
popular songs of the past decades.
Hear some of the greatest hits, such
as “Under The Boardwalk,” “My Girl,”
“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes,” “Get
Ready,” “On Broadway,” “Only You”
and some new romantic melodies
written and produced by Joe
Coleman. Reserve seats today at
leonardcolemanandblunt.com/
calendar/.

SUNDAY/FEB. 17
2019 Alexandria Wedding

Showcase. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Hilton Alexandria Mark Center, 5000
Seminary Road. 2019 Alexandria
Wedding Showcase will feature more
than 60 vendors, a grand prize
$25,000 wedding giveaway, a fashion
show, demonstrations, a
multicultural wedding display, and
destination experts, all at an event
benefiting Brides Across America.
Visit www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/2019-alexandria-wedding-
showcase/10189/ or
www.bridesacrossamerica.com.

Harry Allen Winter Lecture Series.
1:30-2:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Learn about the keystone plants in a
garden in a lecture on “Selecting and
Planting Trees.” National Arboretum
Head of Horticulture Scott Aker will
offer tips on plant selection and
proper planting and demonstrate a
quick way and easy way to determine
a tree’s health. Adults. $10 in
advance; $12 at the door. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/green-
spring or call 703-642-5173.

Walking With Washington Tour. 2-

4 p.m. at Ramsay House, Alexandria
Visitor’s Center, 221 King St.,
Alexandria. Explore important sites
associated with George Washington
in his hometown of Alexandria. This
guided walking tour of historic Old
Towne covers significant people and
events in Washington’s life and in
American history, with stops at
Ramsay House, Market Square,
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall
Tavern/Charles Lee House, Gadsby’s
Tavern, Washington’s townhouse,
The Lord Fairfax House, the “Light-
Horse” Harry Lee house and Christ
Church. Free. Visit
washingtonbirthday.com.

Eclipse Chamber Orchestra. 3 p.m.
At Alexandria Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Eclipse
Chamber Orchestra Recital Series In
Honor of Valentine’s Day. Featuring
the Columbia String Quartet; Susan
Midkiff and Jane Bowyer Stewart,
violins; Denise Wilkinson, viola; and
Kerry Van Laanen, cello. Cost is $25
suggested donation. Visit
www.eclipseco.org.

Dominion Brass Concert. 3-4:30
p.m. at Aldersgate United Methodist
Church, 1301 Collingwood Road,

Alexandria. Dominion Brass, a large
brass and percussion ensemble of
professional musicians, presents
benefit concert for Rising Hope
Mission Church. Free. Donations to
support Rising Hope will be collected
during the concert. Call 703-300-
0985.

Patrons’ Show Fundraiser. 6-11
p.m. At the Art League Gallery,
Studio 21, Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 North Union St.,
Alexandria. Featuring 800 works of
art, each one available to go home
with ticket holders. Many of the
photographs, paintings, drawings,
sculptures, wall hangings, and
ceramics far exceed the cost of
admission. The night of the event,
ticket holder’s names are drawn in
random order, and those called early
have their first choice among the
hundreds of works. Visitors may view
the works through Saturday, Feb. 16,
at The Art League Gallery. Visit
www.theartleague.org.

MONDAY/FEB. 18
Washington’s Birthday

Celebration. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. At
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Still Life Alive
Patricia Uchello One Woman Art

Show, featuring 100 original oil
paintings of flowers, fruit, land-
scapes and seascapes. Uchello’s
work has been collected by IBM, the
International Monetary Fund, etc.
On display through April 2, 2019, 9-
5 p.m. at River Farm, 7931 East
Boulevard Drive, Alexandria. Email
pmuchello@aol.com or visit
www.patriciauchello.com.

Patricia Uchello’s solo
exhibit “Still Life
Alive,” is on display at
River Farm, headquar-
ters of the American
Horticultural Society.

George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Hwy., Mount
Vernon. Free. Celebrate the first
president of the United States on the
most exciting day of the year.
Witness a presidential tribute
featuring honored guests and a
wreath laying at Washington’s tomb.
Listen to remarks given by esteemed
speakers during the Official
Observance Ceremony of George
Washington’s Birthday. Watch
Continental soldiers conduct a
marching drill, fire their guns and
charge at their enemy in an exciting
military demonstration. After the
smoke clears, listen to the Old Guard
Fife and Drum Corps play patriotic
music. Listen to the Washington
family share stories about past
celebrations of the General’s
birthday, including the first public
celebration and the gathering during
the winter encampment at Valley
Forge. Visit www.MountVernon.org/
Birthday or call 703-780-2000.

Breakfast and Meeting. 9-10:30 a.m.
At Crowne Plaza Old Town, 901 N.
Fairfax St., Alexandria. Breakfast and
Meeting of the Friendship Veterans
Fire Engine Association. Meet special
guests and enjoy a hearty breakfast
with members of this historic
association at this annual tradition.
Be there for the first appearance of
the day of General and Lady
Washington. Dr. Jimmie McClellan,
Dean of the Liberal Arts Division of
Northern Virginia Community
College, is the guest speaker. Tickets
are $40. For more information and to
purchase tickets, visit
www.FriendshipFireCo.org or call
703-829-6640.

Wreath Laying Ceremony. 11 a.m.-
12 p.m. At the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier of the Revolution, Old
Presbyterian Meeting House, 321 S.
Fairfax St., Alexandria. Join the
Daughters of the American
Revolution and the Sons of the
American Revolution as they host
colonial military and civilians to
honor the soldiers of the Revolution.
Free.

Concert at Market Square. 11 a.m.-
12 p.m., Market Square, 301 King
St., Alexandria. Come enjoy a free
one-hour concert by the parade
marching band units in honor of the
General and Lady Washington at
Market Square. Free.

Historic Alexandria Open Houses.
11 a.m.-4 p.m. At various museums
throughout Old Town Alexandria. In
honor of George Washington’s
birthday, admission is free at these
historic Alexandria sites: Friendship
Firehouse Museum, Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, Old Presbyterian Meeting
House, Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum and Alexandria
History Museum at The Lyceum.
Free.

Armed Forces Community
Covenant Ceremony. 12-1 p.m. At
Market Square, 301 King St.,
Alexandria. Come honor our nation’s
veterans and active military, and sign
the community covenant document
showing your support for our armed
forces and their families at the
Parade Reviewing Stand adjacent to
Market Square. Free.

George Washington Birthday
Parade. 1-3 p.m. Old Town
Alexandria. The nation’s largest
George Washington Birthday parade
marches a one-mile route through
the streets of Old Town Alexandria.
This community parade honors one
of the Alexandria’s favorite sons.
Free. For more information,
including parking, maps, route and
status, visit
www.WashingtonBirthday.com or
call 703-829-6640.

TUESDAY/FEB. 19
On-Line Genealogy Privacy. 1-3

p.m. at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.

Sponsored by the Mount Vernon
Genealogical Society, Bruce
deGrazia, University of Maryland
professor of Cyber Security
Management and Policy, will speak
about how to protect your privacy
while engaged in genealogical
research on the Internet. Free, open
to public. Visit
www.mvgenealogy.org.

Diverse Documentaries – “I Am
Not Your Negro.” 7 p.m. At
Barrett Branch Library - Second
Floor, 717 Queen St., Alexandria.
This documentary, based on the
unfinished work of James Baldwin,
reflects on the death of three historic
African-American men and the
current civil rights, Black Lives
Matter movement. PG-13. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1703.

Night with Super Moon. 7:30-9 p.m.
At Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. The
moon won’t really be any bigger in
February, but it may look that way.
Take an evening boardwalk stroll and
experience the bright super moon as
it rises in the sky. The full moon will
be at its closest point to Earth for the
year, which can make it look larger
than usual. Cost is $8 per person.
Children must be accompanied by an
adult registered for the program. Call
703-768-2525 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 20
Antiques Club Program. 9:30 a.m. at

Hollin Hall Center, Room 216, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Dr. Brian
Belanger, curator at the National
Capital Radio & TV Museum will give
a program on “The Fibber McGee and
Molly Show” at the Alexandria-Mt.
Vernon Antique Club. All are
welcomed. Call 703-960-4973.

Afternoon Book Club – Their Eyes
Were Watching God. 2-3 p.m. At
Burke Branch Library Meeting Room,
4701 Seminary Road, Alexandria.
Celebrate Black History Month by
joining us for a discussion of “Their
Eyes Were Watching God” by Zora
Neale Hurston. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1704.

Be an Inventor! 4-5 p.m. At Burke
Branch Library Meeting Room, 4701
Seminary Road, Alexandria. Learn
about African American inventors
and try some inventing of one’s own.
Grades 2-5. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1704.

Amazing African American
STEAM. 4 p.m. At Barrett Branch
Library - First Floor, 717 Queen St.,
Alexandria. Hands on art and science
projects for ages 5+. No registration
required. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1703.

Duncan Book Discussion Group –
“Underground Railroad.” 7 p.m.
At Duncan Library Meeting Room,
2501 Commonwealth Ave.,
Alexandria. The Duncan Book
Discussion Group meets on the third
Wednesday of each month. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1705.

Alexandria’s African-American
History. 7-8:30 p.m. At Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St., Alexandria.
Join Audrey Davis, Director of the
Alexandria Black History Museum,
and learn some of the fascinating
history of African Americans in
Alexandria. Visit alexandria.lib.va.us
or call 703-746-1702.

THURSDAY/FEB. 21
African-American Experience

During the Civil War. 7 p.m. At
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. In celebration of Black
History Month, Audrey Davis, the
Executive Director of the Alexandria

Black History Museum, will lead a
conversation on the African-American
experience during the Civil War. The
lives of Contrabands in occupied
Alexandria, how they worked,
survived and succeeded in moving
towards freedom will be discovered.
Furthermore, as the only Alexandrian
that consulted in the PBS mini-series
“Mercy Street,” she will lend insight
into the making of the show. $15.
Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-
0035.

Lecture: Did You Know? 7 p.m. At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St., Alexandria. Presenting
interesting and little known facts
about George Washington. Rather
than focusing on one aspect of
George Washington’s remarkable life
in some detail, Professor Henriques
will touch on a variety of interesting
and relatively little-known facts
about Washington, including some
that are not very complimentary. $12
per person, $10 for members of the
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum Society and
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum volunteers.
Tickets available online at
shop.alexandriava.gov.

FRIDAY/FEB. 22
George Washington’s Birthday

Celebration. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. At
George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Highway, Mt.
Vernon. Celebrate the national
observance of George Washington’s
birthday by visiting his home and
burial site free of charge. The
traditional wreath-laying ceremony
at Washington’s Tomb takes place at
10 a.m. followed by Mount Vernon’s
official celebration on the bowling
green including a keynote speaker
and 21-gun salute to the first
president. Special military
demonstrations and patriotic music
will follow at 11:15 a.m. Mount
Vernon celebrates Washington’s
287th birthday with a naturalization
ceremony. Visit mountvernon.org.

Mount Vernon in AR. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
at George Washington’s Mount

Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mt. Vernon. Celebrate
Washington’s love of emerging
technologies with the estate’s formal
debut of “Mount Vernon in AR” tour.
Mount Vernon is one of the country’s
first historic sites to integrate
augmented reality tours into its
regular visitor offerings, inviting
guests to enjoy lesser-known stories
of the first president’s estate revealed
by immersive 3D imagery layered
over a view of the real landscape.
Holograms of George and Martha
Washington, 360-degree recreations
of former buildings and gardens, and
images of artifacts placed in their
original context, are among the many
tools used in the one-of-a-kind
storytelling. This tour is $12.50 in
addition to general admission.
“Mount Vernon in AR” availability is
weather dependent. Visit
mountvernon.org.

Movie Matinee – “The Hate U
Give.” 3:30 p.m. At Burke Branch
Library Meeting Room, 4701
Seminary Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1704.

Artist Reception. 6:30-8:30 p.m. At
The Gallery at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane, Alexandria. The
Alexandria All City High School Art
Exhibition hosted by the
Convergence Arts Initiative returns
for its fourth and most exciting year
so far. This year’s experience features
over 90 Alexandria high school
students representing six high
schools including public, private, and
independent. Returning for 2019’s
collaborative event are students from
Bishop Ireton, Episcopal High School,
T.C. Williams, St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes School, Commonwealth
Academy, and The Howard Gardner
School. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/FEB. 22-23
Tales from the Nest. 7:30 p.m. at

Evolution Home, 6239 Shields Ave.,
Alexandria. Featuring an evening of

comedic short plays, written by local
playwright, Veronique Autphenne.
These tales offer a snapshot of family
life and relationships in the beautiful,
flawed, absurdly competitive, and
often hilarious suburbs we call home.
$15. Tickets available at
eventbrite.com/e/tales-from-the-
nest-tickets-55087694778.

SATURDAY/FEB. 23
Screen-Printing Activity for

Families. At Alexandria Black
History Museum, 902 Wythe St.,
Alexandria. Materials are limited, so
reservations are encouraged via
Office of Historic Alexandria website.
This event is co-sponsored by the
Alexandria Black History Museum
and the City of Alexandria Office on
the Arts. Free. Reservations strongly
suggested. Visit
shop.alexandriava.gov.

Specialty Tour: A Complicated
Hospitality. 10-11 a.m. at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Through the stories, experiences, and
archival traces of those enslaved by
John Gadsby, consider how the
nuances of urban slavery expand the
understanding of slavery and
Alexandria. Advance purchase of
tickets recommended; limited space
available. $15 per person, $12 for
Gadsby Tavern Museum members.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov.

Talk on Urban Agriculture. 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. At Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Discussion on Urban
Agriculture - “Grow What You Eat:
Starting Your Own Vegetable
Garden.” Learn easy-to-implement
practices for selecting a site, and
evaluating and improving soil. Find
out which plants grow best locally,
which are best planted directly via
seeds and which are typically
transplanted as seedlings. Discover
how to attract pollinators and other
beneficial insects. Learn to identify
and manage pests, weeds and
diseases. Get free seeds and a
vegetable garden calendar
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Columbia String Quartet preparing for their upcoming
performance. From left: Kerry Van Laanen, Jane Bowyer
Stewart, Denise Wilkinson, Susan Midkiff.

In Honor of Valentine’s Day
Eclipse Chamber Orchestra Recital Series in Honor of Valentine’s Day, featuring

the Columbia String Quartet; Susan Midkiff and Jane Bowyer Stewart, violins;
Denise Wilkinson, viola; and Kerry Van Laanen, cello. Sunday, Feb. 17, 3 p.m. At
Alexandria Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria. $25 suggested donation.
Visit www.eclipseco.org.

customized for the region. Free. Advance
registration requested at mgnv.org.
Call 703-228-6414 or email
mgarlalex@gmail.com.

Locals’ Alley Saturdays. 12:30-2:30
p.m. at The Old Town Shop, 105 S.
Union St. at King Street. Meet the
makers of local goods, featuring:
Sweet Sophia local honey product
tasting. Call 703-684-4682 or visit
www.TheOldTownShop.com.

George Washington Symposium. 1-
4 p.m. At George Washington
Masonic National Memorial. Free.
The theme is “George Washington:
Symbol of an Age.” The George
Washington Symposium is held
annually on Washington’s birthday to
provide the public with enlightening
contemporary research on the life of
George Washington. Mark Tabbert,
the Memorial’s director of collections,
serves as the symposium’s master of
ceremonies. Attendees are asked to
pre-register at
www.GWMemorial.org.

Civil War Winter Drill Day. 1-4 p.m.
At Fort Ward Museum & Historic
Site, 4301 West Braddock Road,
Alexandria. Members of the 3rd U.S.
Regular Infantry, Company K, will
interpret the life of the Union soldier.
The program features drills,
discussion of equipment, uniforms,
weaponry and army life, and
information on the popular field of
Civil War reenacting for military and
civilian interpreters. Visit
fortward.org or call 703-746-4848.

Alexandria Big Band Winter Bash.
4-5 p.m. at Del Ray United Methodist
Church, 100 East Windsor Ave. Hear
some of the biggest #1 hits in
Alexandria’s fun-filled Big Band
Winter Bash featuring the Alexandria
Citizens Swing Band. Free. Call 703-
920-8675 or visit
bigbandwinterbash.eventbrite.com.

Birds’ Courtship Rituals. 5:30-7:30
p.m. At Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Journey
through the park with a guide to one
of Huntley’s largest meadows. Listen
for the call of the male woodcock and
hopefully see his elaborate courtship
dance and flight. This program for
adults involves a walk of
approximately 1.5 miles on uneven
terrain. Cost is $9. Bring a flashlight
and meet at the South Kings Highway
entrance to the park. Call 703-768-
2525 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/huntley-meadows.

Annual Washington’s Birthday
Gala. 5:30-10 p.m. At George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial. Formal (white tie
optional). Reception at 5:30 p.m.
Entertainment in the Memorial
Theater at 6:45 p.m. Banquet in the
Memorial’s Grand Masonic Hall at
7:30 p.m. The presentation of the
George Washington Memorial Award
will take place during the banquet.
Tickets are $150. Reservations are
required. To purchase tickets, visit
www.GWMemorial.org or call 703-
683-2007.

SUNDAY/FEB. 24
Mikah Meyer Discussion. 9:30 and

11 a.m. At Fairlington United
Methodist Church, 3900 King St.,
Alexandria. Meyer, a national parks
adventurer and National Cathedral
countertenor singer, will share music
and a message inspired by his
nonstop, three-year road trip to all
418 National Park Service sites.
Come hear how the church has
played an inspiring role in this
project. Following services at 12:15
p.m., there will be a light lunch and
Q&A session with Meyer in the
church fellowship hall; the lunch
event is free and no RSVP is required.
Visit fairlingtonumc.org.

Harry Allen Winter Lecture Series.
1:30-2:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Get tips from horticulturalist Karen
Rexrode as she leads a lecture on the

“Uncommon Cut Flower.” She will
share some of her favorite plants that
are both beautiful ornamentals in the
garden and unusual cut flowers.
Adults. $10 in advance; $12 at the
door. Visit fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
green-spring or call 703-642-5173.

Walking With Washington Tour. 2-
4 p.m. at Ramsay House, Alexandria
Visitor’s Center, 221 King St.,
Alexandria. Explore important sites
associated with George Washington
in his hometown of Alexandria. This
guided walking tour of historic Old
Towne covers significant people and
events in Washington’s life and in
American history, with stops at
Ramsay House, Market Square,
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall
Tavern/Charles Lee House, Gadsby’s
Tavern, Washington’s townhouse,
The Lord Fairfax House, the “Light-
Horse” Harry Lee house and Christ
Church. Free. Visit
washingtonbirthday.com.

Artist Talk: Fax Ayres,
Photography. 2:30 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Fax Ayres’ photography
employs a ‘lightpainting’ technique to
embue his subjects with an almost
surreal quality. He sets up still life
vignettes in the dark and then
carefully paints individual
components with light, assembling
multiple images together to create
the final photograph. Fax Ayres lives
and works in Charlottesville. The
exhibition runs Jan. 10-Feb. 24,
2019. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Pohick Church Coffeehouse
Fundraiser. 5-7 p.m. at Historic
Pohick Episcopal Church, 9301
Richmond Highway, Lorton. Come
for an evening of entertainment,
snacks, coffee and hot chocolate.
Performers will include youth, adults
and local musicians. All are welcome.
The event is free, but donations are
encouraged: all proceeds go toward
the summer Sr. High Mission Trip.
Visit www.pohick.org.

The Capitol Steps Benefit
Performance. 7 p.m. at Fairfax
High School, 3501 Rebel Run Road,
Fairfax. Join in for a SILLYarious
evening as the Capitol Steps political
satire comedy troupe performs a
show to benefit high school theatre
for the Cappies of the National
Capitol Area. Free parking. Adults,
$30; students/senior citizens, $20;
children 12 and under, $10; and
groups of 10 or more, $15. Contact
Amy.Young@cappies.com or visit

www.cappies.com/nca.

MONDAY/FEB. 25
Whither Landmark: What

Happens After Wonder
Woman? 7:15 p.m. At The
Hermitage Auditorium, 5000
Fairbanks Ave., Alexandria. Find out
about the Howard Hughes
Corporation’s big plans for a
redeveloped Landmark Mall, which
will be an open-air mixed-use
community with retail, residential
and entertainment. Part of the
Agenda:Alexandria program, which
falls on the fourth Monday of the
month, begin at 7:15 p.m. Programs
are $5 each or free with $35
membership, payable on-line at
www.AgendaAlexandria.org/sign-up
page or at the door by check or
credit. All are invited to a pre-
program dinner, if desired. Dinner is
6:45-7:15 p.m., prices starting at $32
with reservations by the Friday prior
to the program. Visit
www.Agenda:Alexandria.com.

Manumission Tour Company. 7:15-
8:30 p.m. At Kate Waller Barrett
Branch Library, 717 Queen St.,
Alexandria. The Manumission Tour
Company brings the knowledge from
their manumission walking tour to
the Barrett Branch Library for an
evening immersed in the history of
African-American Alexandrians. Free.
Visit alexlibraryva.org/event/
1557299.

Liberated Muse Arts Group. 7-8:30
p.m. At Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St., Alexandria. Liberated Muse Arts
Group Presents: “Zora Past the Sun”
a musical and poetic tribute to Zora
Neale Hurston. Call 703-746-1702 or
visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

Reading “Sapphira and the Slave
Girl.” 7-8:30 p.m. at Duncan Library
Meeting Room, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave., Alexandria. Dr. Janie Mitchell
returns to Duncan to lead a
discussion of Willa Cather’s
“Sapphira and the Slave Girl.” Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1705.

Journalist Jim McElhatton. 7-9 p.m.
At Burke Branch Library Meeting
Room, 4701 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Talk with journalist Jim
McElhatton as he highlights 60 Years
of Integration of Alexandria Schools
and the stories of ordinary people
who helped change civil rights in
Alexandria Schools. Call 703-746-
1704 or visit alexandria.lib.va.us.
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T
he Fairfax County School Board
has adopted the FY 2020 Adver-
tised Budget of $3.0 billion, an
increase of 4.1 percent, or

$117.4 million, over the FY 2019 Approved
Budget. The FY 2020 budget prioritizes
employee compensation with a $55.2 mil-
lion investment in teacher salary scales that
includes a 1.0 percent market scale adjust-
ment. The budget also includes $46.8 mil-
lion for a step increase for eligible employ-
ees, and $8.2 million for a 1.0 percent mar-
ket scale adjustment for non-teacher salary
scale employees.

“The School Board’s Advertised Budget
fulfills the Board’s commitment to bring
teacher salaries to the market average,”
said School Board Chair Karen Corbett
Sanders. “The impact our teachers have on
the lives of our students is immeasurable

and we recognize that competitive com-
pensation is a critical component in our
effort to provide equity and excellence
across our school division.  Together with
our energized recruiting strategy, offering
competitive compensation should enable
us to hire and retain the best teachers for
our students. In doing so, we can keep the
focus on our students, teachers, and class-
room instruction.”

The School Board has scheduled two
work sessions on April 29 and May 2 to fur-
ther evaluate the budget amendments and
follow-on motions.

The FY 2020 budget includes $46.8 mil-
lion for a step increase for eligible employ-
ees; $8.2 million for non-teacher salary
scale employees; $4.3 million to expand the
FCPSOn program, providing one-to-one
computing devices to high school students;

an increase in substitute pay for retirees;
and expansion of the AVID (Advancement
Via Individual Determination) program at
Key Middle, Herndon High, and a Title I
elementary school to be named. The board
also approved an additional $2.9 million for
student mental health, student safety, and
substance abuse prevention.

The budget assumes a slight decrease in
student enrollment which will result in sav-
ings of $6.3 million. The Advertised Bud-
get supports more than 188,000 students,
nearly 200 schools and centers, and staff-
ing of approximately 24,000 employees —
with more than 93 percent of employees
school-based.

The FCPS budget relies on the Fairfax
County general fund transfer to provide
the majority of the revenue needed; this
year, FCPS is asking the county to pro-

vide 71.3 percent of the total revenue.
This reliance on county funding is due to
FCPS only receiving approximately half of
the average state funding other Virginia
jurisdictions receive. FCPS expects to re-
ceive 23.8 percent of its FY 2020 budget
from the state in the form of state aid and
sales tax revenue. Federal funding pro-
vides less than 2 percent of FCPS’ annual
operating revenue.

The School Board will present its FY 2020
Advertised Budget to the Board of Supervi-
sors on April 9, and is scheduled to take
action on the FY 2020 Approved Budget at
its May 23 meeting. FCPS’ FY 2020 begins
July 1, 2019.

Information about relevant budget dates,
along with updates and budget news, is
available online at www.fcps.edu/about-
fcpsbudget/budget-development-calendar.

School Board Adopts FY 2020 Advertised Budget
Budget prioritizes employee compensation with $55.2 million more for teacher salary scales.

E
ight choir students of Metropoli-
tan School of the Arts (MSA) Per-
forming Arts Academy of Alexan-

dria recently performed in “The Public
Domain: Celebrating the Lifecycle of
Copyright” in the Library of Congress
Coolidge Auditorium, an event of the U.S.
Copyright Office.

The Metropolitan School of the Arts Ad-
vanced Choir performed selections of mate-
rial in the public domain. The eight students
in this group are mostly music theater-fo-
cused, studying voice, dance and theater in a
conservatory-style performance arts program.

As part of the Copyright Matters event se-
ries, three creators showcase a performance

based on public domain works and provide
an overview of their creative process. They
also discuss what the public domain is and
how it has changed since the internet.

“We appreciate the Library of Congress
providing us a unique creative opportunity
to marry performing arts and birds-eye view
of the process of copyrighting and public

Choir Students Perform at Library of Congress
domain,” said Melissa Dobbs, executive
director and founder of Metropolitan
School of the Arts of Alexandria.

The Academy at Metropolitan School
of the Arts is a college preparatory per-
forming arts program for emerging
young artists, grades 7 to 12. Visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Photos by Glenn Cook

Rachelle Vann and Eli Schulman. Accompanist James
Woods on piano. From left: John Ray, Gigi George, Brian Selcik, Sylvia Taylor, Eli Schulman, Rachelle

Vann, Garrett Janiak, and Mariah White.

T
he Fairfax County Park Authority
will begin a master plan revision
for Grist Mill Park in the Mount

Vernon District. Members of the public are
invited to attend a public information meet-
ing on Monday, March 4, at 7 p.m. in the
Woodley Hills Elementary School cafeteria,
located at 8718 Old Mount Vernon Road.

This is a chance to learn the background

of the park, its current conditions, and the
park master planning process. The agency
would like to gather input from residents
and park users on what improvements they
would like to see in Grist Mill Park, which
is located at 4710 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway in Alexandria.

Grist Mill Park currently provides over 75
acres of playing fields, garden plots, off-leash

dog area, playground, historic barn, park-
ing, trails, and forest. The park is classified
as a district park. Existing facilities provide
opportunities for park users to attend pro-
grams, camps, concerts, and sporting events;
practice; exercise; walk their dogs; garden;
picnic; and enjoy the outdoors.

Grist Mill Park’s current master plan has
guided the park’s uses and development

since it was approved in 2002. Since 2002,
visitation to the park has grown as the
county has developed.

For more information, visit the Grist Mill
Park Master Plan Revision project webpage
at https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
grist-mill-park-master-plan-revision, or con-
tact the Public Information Office at 703-
324-8662.

Grist Mill Park Master Plan Revision to Begin
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Attendees at the NOVA Parks and Fairfax County Park Authority joint public meeting
listen to Presenter Chris Pauley as he describes the proposed changes.

Beth Meyer,
Co-owner,
Green
Lizard
Cycling,
Herndon

“I was asked
by NVRPA to
bring a couple

of different styles of e-bikes that
comply with the recommended
guidelines in that they are less
than 750 watts, don’t go over 20
mph and do not have a throttle but
require the rider to pedal in order
to get any benefit from the elec-
tric motor.”

Steve
Jones,
Clifton

“The Bull
Run Occoquan
Trail is a single
track, and
even the new
improved sec-

tions of the trail have such tight
turns and short sight lines that you
can’t see what’s coming around the
next bend ... The Trail at Fountain-
head (Regional Park) shouldn’t be
a multi-use trail until you correct
it. I have been frightened by e-
bikes coming around a sharp turn.”

Susan
Arango,
Burke

“As a teen-
ager, I was fine
riding my bike.
Fast forward
40 years and
bad knees ...

I’m on an e-bike. I’m discovering
so many cool neighborhoods, so
many ponds, so many lakes ... If
more people can become happy
people, happy residents, happy
cyclists, like myself, let’s make the
world a happier place by accept-
ing this proposal.”

E-bikes to Come to Area Trails
From Page 1

...The way it works is our park regulations are en-
forceable by law. It is a Class IV misdemeanor. So
technically someone riding an e-bike yesterday could
be cited with a Class IV misdemeanor. That’s prob-
ably not where we want to be.”

STATE LAW is pretty wide-open, said Pauley. He
cautioned, “That might not be the best fit for some
of our trails from the perspective of safety.” Pauley
said the proposal they were presenting that evening
was to strike the motor-assist piece to clearly define
mopeds are not permitted on trails, only where
motor vehicles are allowed to go.

Pauley stated that they added a section that would
define what a power-assist or e-bike would be.
“That’s basically operable pedals, with an assist
motor,” he said. “The proposal would be to discount
the e-bike as a motorized vehicle thereby allowing
it to travel any place a traditional bike would be
able to go,” Pauley said. In the draft guidelines,

Pauley said they defined an e-bike, its performance
level, where e-bikes can be operated and how it can
be used. “This is a significant first step, a positive
step to get these people back on the trails, get them
into the parks, get them to be inclusive in their recre-
ation, help them with the lifestyle they want to live
and get them back on the bike to enjoy themselves,”
said Pauley.
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Viewpoints

Comments from the Public

Members of the NOVA Board listen to the
presentation during the Fairfax County Park
Authority and Northern Virginia Regional
Park Authority joint public meeting.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

premature.

ence. 

So Far,
So Good

From Page 5

Crime

FEB. 11
LARCENIES
7800 block of Belford Drive, license plate from

vehicle
4200 block of Corcoran Street, credit cards from

location
2300 block of Huntington Avenue, merchandise

from business
6100 block of North Kings Highway, merchan-

dise from business
6800 block of Richmond Highway, tires from

vehicle
7700 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business
6900 block of South Kings Highway, cigarettes

from business
8700 block of Village Green Court, cell phone

from location
STOLEN VEHICLES
2800 block of Joseph Makell Court, 2018 Honda

Accord

FEB. 8
LARCENIES
5700 block of Indian Court, property from ve-

hicle
7800 block of Richmond Highway, metal from

business

FEB. 7
LARCENIES
3100 block of Lockheed Boulevard, merchandise

from business
7600 block of Richmond Highway, merchandise

from business

FEB. 6
LARCENIES
8100 block of Brown Court, documents from

residence
6300 block of Chimney Wood Court, coins from

vehicle
STOLEN VEHICLES
2500 block of Parkers Lane, 2009 Honda Odys-

sey van

FEB. 5
LARCENIES
1200 block of Belle Vista Drive, wallet from lo-

cation
2500 block of Parkers Lane, gun from location
STOLEN VEHICLES
3300 block of Glenmore Drive, 1996 Toyota

Camry

From Page 3

Green Initiatives
Foust said: “Community input, especially

the efforts of several environmental advo-
cacy groups, has been crucial to getting
Fairfax County to this point. The county can
and should play a big role in addressing cli-
mate issues and the initiatives outlined in
this Board Matter are going to keep us mov-
ing in the right direction.”

FRIDAY/FEB. 15
Black History Month Celebration: “Know

the Past, Shape the Future.” 6 p.m.,
reception; 7 p.m., program begins at the Fairfax
County Government Center, 12000 Government
Center Parkway, Fairfax. Virginia’s Lieutenant
Governor Justin E. Fairfax and Fairfax County
Executive Bryan Hill will be part of the free
Black History Month Celebration. The program
also includes recognition of historically black
churches in Fairfax County. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicaffairs/know-past-
shape-future-black-history-month-celebration-0
for more.

TUESDAY/FEB. 19
Board of Supervisors Meeting. 9:30 a.m. at

the Fairfax County Government Center Board
Auditorium, 12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. For information on draft
agendas, to sign up, for the meeting schedule
and past agendas, as well as additional
committee meetings, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/
2019-board-meetings.

Bulletin Board
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19. 2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19. 2/28/19.
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