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News
Trafficking in Our Backyard
Citizens Advisory Group learns more about human trafficking.
By Andrea Worker
The Connection

uman trafficking does take
place in Fairfax County. As
Springfield District Supervisor Pat Herrity wrote in an
op-ed for The Connection during January’s
Human Trafficking Awareness Month, “with
cases involving all 26 high schools in Fairfax
County, we cannot fall into the mind-set that
it could never happen to us, never to our
kid.”
There are statistics. Fairfax County Police
Department reports on calls to investigate
trafficking both for sex and for labor. The
National Human Trafficking Hotline tallies
179 victims identified in Virginia in 2017,
with 96 traffickers and 87 trafficking businesses identified in the Commonwealth
during that same year, but even the experts
are sceptical of those numbers.
“Trafficking is such an under-reported
crime that even ‘official’ website data has
to be questioned,” attorney Alexandra
Lydon with Legal Services of Northern Virginia (LSNV) warned the audience at the
McLean District Station Citizens Advisory
Committee March meeting.
Lydon joined her colleague Alina
Launchbaugh, an Equal Justice Works Crime
Victims Fellow with LSNV, and attorney
Lourdes Venes for a presentation to the committee on the subject. Venes, a native of Peru
and a McLean resident, is a member of the
Advisory Committee and volunteers for the
Northern Virginia Human Trafficking Task
Force.

H

TOGETHER, the three women brought a
wealth of current information, resources,
and compassion to the panel.
“We are grateful to have you all here,”
said Patrick Smaldore, the Advisory
Committee’s chair. “We know that trafficking often goes unnoticed because people
don’t know what to look for or how to respond, so we are pleased to have this opportunity to learn more and do more.”
According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, human trafficking is on track to
surpass drug trafficking to move from its
second place on the criminal tier to the top
spot.
Organizations like McLean-based “Just
Ask,” the National Human Trafficking Center, the National Human Trafficking Hotline,
and Polaris Project say the problem is growing, as traffickers refine their methods.
Virginia as a whole has seen more trafficking evidence than ever. In Northern Virginia, “we are a prime location,” said Lydon.
Situated within a major metropolitan region
with millions of potential victims, millions
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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From left: Attorneys Lourdes Venes, Alina Launchbaugh, and
Alexandra Lydon formed the panel to discuss Human Trafficking at the
McLean District Station Citizens Advisory Committee meeting on
March 21.
of residents in which to hide or find clients,
and as many, or more, visitors from around
the globe, NoVa is part of the 95 corridor
that allows easy access from north to south,
with plenty of room for traffickers to work
their trade and move away quickly when
they suspect they are attracting law enforcement attention.
In today’s often anti-immigrant climate,
non-citizens, regardless of their legal status, are also more vulnerable than ever to
both sex trafficking and forced labor, so
their population has experienced increased
victimization into what Lydon describes as
“modern day slavery.”
This enslavement can be as sudden as an
abduction, either locally or from abroad.
But it is often the result of gradual manipulation and gentle persuasion, sometimes
with gifts or flattery or just the attention
that a youngster may be seeking.
The slavery can occur in the physical
sense, with victims literally being held captive, but is often an enslavement based on
psychological or physical abuse, or even
blackmail.
Lydon described a situation in which a
victim was invited to a party by an online
“boyfriend.” At the party, the victim was
drugged and raped and the assault was
filmed. The trafficker used the threat of
blackmail, threatening to release the film
widely on social media, if the victim does
not comply by “agreeing” to further sexual
exploitation.
Frequently, younger victims don’t know
what’s happening or how deeply they have
been caught in the trafficker’s web until the
trafficker will coerce compliance with

threats to the victim or their loved ones,
or with verbal or physical abuse, if the
victim has not fully “bonded” to their trafficker.
“And that does happen,” noted both
Lydon and Launchbaugh, where the victim becomes emotionally dependent on
the trafficker and is unwilling to testify or
even speak out against them when the situation is brought to light.
The speakers also brought up another
long-term and devastating side effect suffered by survivors of human trafficking, in
addition to the actual abuse.
MANY VICTIMS are forced to commit
crimes, like shoplifting or burglary, and
those who are made to solicit sex publically
can often be arrested for prostitution.
Most states, including Virginia, do not
have a means by which trafficking survivors
can expunge their criminal records, so they
carry that extra burden when trying to reestablish themselves.
The protocols surrounding Lydon’s and
Launchbaugh’s work prevent them from
lobbying or advocating for legal change, but
they are able to inform their audiences that
a survivor’s inability to clear criminal
records often means exclusion from schools,
jobs, financial assistance and more.
The experts and those involved in aiding
the victims all agree;
breaking this trafficking cycle starts with
information – getting the word out about
the existence of the problem in our own
backyard, and what to look for in potential
victims and those already enslaved.
Some things to look for or that should

arouse suspicion both for potential sex
or labor trafficking recruitment attempts:
❖ Someone who attempts to control, exhibits unusual jealousy, or encourages resentment of parents,
friends, and family. Uses threats or
violence to ensure compliance.
❖ Promises things that seem too
good to be true, like easy work for high
wages or work that doesn’t require
“papers.”
❖ Someone who won’t make terms
of employment clear or tell you what
your rights are.
❖ Someone who seeks to isolate you
from family and friends or actively
denies such contact.
❖ Keeps you from your money.
Won’t let you have your cell phone
when you are alone.
❖ Constantly checks on you.
❖ Asks that you “do them a favor” –
to engage in activities that make you
uncomfortable or are illegal

“Trafficking is such an
under-reported crime that
even ‘official’ website data
has to be questioned.”
— Attorney Alexandra Lydon, Legal
Services of Northern Virginia
Some indicators that someone may
be a victim of trafficking:
❖ Shows signs of physical abuse or
malnourishment.
❖ Unable to speak freely – may be
accompanied by a controlling person.
❖ Reluctant to explain injuries.
❖ Their story seems scripted, something doesn’t add up.
❖ Doesn’t have money or identification and can’t explain why not.
❖ Unaware of their current location,
possibly even the date and the time.
If there is any way to safely ask the
suspected victim about their status or
their need for assistance, do so, but
the experts warn that traffickers are
dangerous and have a lot to lose. If
you suspect trafficking, the best recourse might be to contact your local
police or the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or text
233733 (BEFREE) for advice and to
report your suspicions.
“Doing nothing is not the answer,”
say Venes, Lydon and Launchbaugh.
Get even more informed on the issue,
inform others, and consider volunteering with an organization that works
to prevent human trafficking and assist its victims once they have been
freed from their enslavement.
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Opinion

McLean

Every Year Is Election Year; in 2019 Twice
Primary Election Day, June 11, will determine
the outcome of many races in Fairfax County.
irst, go to vote.elections.virginia.gov/
On the ballot: Chairman of the Board of SuVoterInformation and check that you pervisors; Sharon Bulova is retiring and there
are registered at your current address. are four candidates in the Democratic primary.
Deadline to register to vote, or up- (We will miss Bulova, but that is a discussion
date an existing registration, is Monfor another day.)
day, May 20, 2019.
All nine members of the Board of SuEditorial pervisors
On Tuesday, June 11, 2019, Primary
are on the ballot, and in adElection Day for party candidates in
dition to Bulova, Cathy Hudgins, John
Virginia, there will be an astonishing array of Cook and Linda Smyth will be stepping down,
candidates on the ballot in Fairfax County. One and Jeff McKay will give up his seat as he is
reason is that many incumbents in local offices running for chairman. That is guaranteed
are retiring, and that causes a domino effect change for five of nine seats, and more is posbecause incumbents in other offices will step sible.
down to run for something different. Change
All 12 members of Fairfax County School
is coming. Voters must pay attention in the Board are on the ballot, three at-large and nine
primary, so much will be determined.
District members. Several school board mem-

F

Budget Equity
By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum
State Delegate (D-36)

ncreases in budget revenues
as a result of federal tax
changes and the ability to tax
sales on goods purchased on the
internet put Virginia in an unusual
position to increase its budgeted
funds mid-year of a biennial budget while at the same time providing many taxpayers with refunds.
As the fall elections approach the actions on
the state budget will receive many different
“spins.” Certainly taxpayers like getting money
refunded. At the same time they recognize
when programs to meet needs are
underfunded, they may over a period of time
become even more underfunded. It is more
than mathematics and accounting to approve
a budget when revenues have increased—it is
also very much an expression of values on the
part of decision makers.
An example of values affecting budgetary
decisions came during the Great Recession of
2008. State revenues dipped at the greatest
rate in modern times just as many businesses
faltered and failed. A great bail-out went to
businesses from the federal government as did

I

bers will give up their seats to run for other
offices. (4-year term)
All 40 seats in the Virginia Senate (4-year
term) are on the ballot, nine in Fairfax County.
All 100 seats in the Virginia House of Delegates (2-year term) are on the ballot, 17 seats
in Fairfax County.
There is a rare challenge to the Fairfax
County Commonwealth’s Attorney on the primary ballot. (4-year term)
Fairfax County Sheriff is also on the ballot.
(4-year term)
Parties control information on primary candidates. See Fairfax County Republican Committee at https://fairfaxgop.org/voter-toolkit/
; Fairfax County Democratic Committee at
https://fairfaxdemocrats.org/2019/01/14/
candidates-running-for-office-in-2019/.
— Mary Kimm
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Only now has the Virginia economy recovered
such that the funding of education today is
exceeding that of pre-2008 levels.
Commentary
major funding to state government. The feds did not match the
private losses, but they did provide relief for some greater cuts
for programs like education. Only
now has the Virginia economy recovered such that the funding of
education today is exceeding that of pre-2008
levels.
Beyond simply funding programs and services with more money next year than last year
are the equity issues involved in distributing
money across programs. My trip to Prince Edward County as I described in my column last
week reminded me just how inequitable funding can be. There was no pretense of equity
among black and white schools. The whites
went to a brick school that was modern for its
time; the black children went to school in a
tar-paper shanty. With many federal court decisions we have gotten beyond the inequities
of segregated services and programs, but inequities still exist.
The budget presented to the General Assem-

bly by Governor Ralph Northam represented
the greatest attempt at resolving equity issues
that I have seen. Funding for schools was increased but with those who had the greatest
needs receiving the most money. Programs for
students with special needs were enhanced as
was funding for historically black institutions
of higher education. The Governor found himself with a major problem pushing his agenda
as he got himself in political hot water for his
behavior many years ago. Whatever way that
situation is resolved, it need not take attention from the basic problem of increasing equity among school divisions, mental health
programs and criminal justice programs.
There is ample evidence gleaned from numerous studies that document inequities that
exist in the state’s budget. These facts will be
manipulated among candidates this election
season to gain advantage, but candidates need
to acknowledge that inequities exist and must
be dealt with fairly. I understand that most
regions feel that they do not get a fair shake.
There are metrics that can be used to find the
inequities; once resolved the state will be stronger because of it.

Letters to the Editor

A Welcome
‘Green New
Deal”
To the Editor:
As we look back on the recently
concluded General Assembly session in Richmond, there is not
much to mark as progress on environmental issues.
Only because they are a very
visible and present danger, did
coal ash pits get dealt with. We are
left to rely on vetoes from Gover-

nor Northam in order for any regional coordination efforts on reducing greenhouse gases to have
a chance to proceed.
Sensible solar bills? Common
sense community controlled singleuse plastics legislation? A moratorium on new fossil fuel infrastructure? Good things were proposed,
but we got nothing through our
representation in Richmond.
Which is why the timing of some
good news from our Virginia delegation in Congress on climate and
related social justice issues is so
welcome.
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Rep. Gerry Connolly co-sponsored the ‘Green New Deal’ House
Resolution - an aspirational set of
goals for sure, but he has now followed it up with co-sponsorship of
a piece of detailed climate legislation - the Energy Innovation and
Carbon Dividend Act (H.R. 763).
Following all the dire climate projections, global experts concur that
pricing carbon (CO2) is the best
first step to address emissions
causing climate instability. Returning all net revenues, in form of a
monthly dividend, protects families and ensures support for the

transition to renewables at the
household level. Border adjustments ensure an equal playing
field for international trade. Thank
you, Rep. Connolly, and may the
rest of the Virginia delegation pick
up the call.
While the climate threat is not
so visible and measurable as that
from a coal ash pit, nor the solution so engineerable, it must be
treated at an emergency scale of
effort and urgency.
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Robert Beatson II

News

Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Person Identified
In Fatal McLean
House Fire
On Saturday, March 9, at 12:09
p.m., units from Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department and
Arlington County Fire Department
responded to a reported house fire
in the 1400 block of Brookhaven
Drive in the McLean area of Fairfax
County.
One occupant was found deceased in the home. The Medical
Examiner has identified the victim
as Lucy Berkebile, 73. This is the
county’s first fire fatality of 2019.
Units arrived on the scene and
observed a large volume of fire
coming from a two-story, single
family home. Neighbors indicated
that an elderly female was likely
home. Crews worked aggressively
to enter the home and initiate an
attack on the fire in order to conduct a search for the occupant. The
firefighters efforts were hindered
by the large amount of fire and
exterior obstacles, such as brush,
trees, and debris.
Firefighters began an attack on
the fire from outside. The fire was
quickly
extinguished.
No
firefighters were injured.
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On Saturday, March 9, at
12:09 p.m., Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department and Arlington County
Fire Department responded
to a house fire in the
McLean area. Lucy
Berkebile, 73, was found
deceased in the home.
The fire was discovered by a
neighbor who called 9-1-1. It is
unknown if there were working
smoke alarms in the home.
The cause of this fire remains
under investigation. Damages as
a result of the fire are approximately $398,750.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!
10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Select your
products from
our Mobile
Showroom
and Design
Center
Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

703-214-8384

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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Photos by Laura Sheridan/Woman’s Club

Kathryn Mackensen, president of the McLean Woman’s Club,
presents a donation to Kay Hartgrove, president of the McLean
Volunteer Fire Department.

Woman’s Club of McLean Donates
$9,500 to Local Charities
The third week of March marked donations by the Woman’s Club of McLean to
three local charities: Share, Inc.; the Falls
Church-McLean Children’s Center and the
McLean Volunteer Fire Department.
Last year’s successful Holiday Homes

Tour, as all of its tours, enabled the club to
enhance the success of important community charities.
www.mcleanwomansclub.org
—Laura Sheridan

Thinking Invisalign: the choice is clear
BracesVIP.com

• Board Certiﬁed Orthodontic Specialist
• Experience (Invisalign over 15 years)
• Attending Faculty (Teaching lnvisalign at-Washington
Hospital Center Department of Orthodontics)
• Voted "Top/Best" Orthodontist in Northern Virginia
• Affordable: Full in-house ﬁnancing with 0% interest
and affordable monthly payments

Dr. Allen S. Garai
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News
McLean Woman’s
Club President
Kathryn Mackensen
presents a donation
to Crystal Jean,
Executive Director
of the Falls ChurchMcLean Children’s
Center. From left:
Guest author Nelda
LaTeef, Kathryn
Mackensen, Crystal
Jean and Lucy
Pelletier, assistant
director of the
Children’s Center.
Photos by Laura Sheridan/Woman’s Club

Woman’s Club
President Kathryn
Mackensen presents a donation
to members of
Share, Inc., in
McLean. From
left: Anne Deger,
Chris Wilbur,
Kathryn
Mackensen, Carol
Mourninghan and
Terry Gick.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Entertainment
Camp
Open
House

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

Learn about Traveling Players
Ensemble’s summer theatre camp
for grades 3-12. Get a tour and
meet the staff. The whole family is
welcome. Sunday, April 7, 1-4 at
The Madeira School’s Chapel Auditorium, 8328 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. Rain or shine. Free. Call
703-987-1712
or
visit
www.travelingplayers.org.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit: Heralds of Spring.
Through March 29, library hours in
the Great Falls Library large meeting
room, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Mary Ellen Mogee’s exhibit of
abstract floral paintings is full of
blooms exploding with color and
light and brings spring to Great Falls
a little early. Free. Visit
www.maryellenmogee.com or call
703-785-5784.
Camp Grow Registration Open.
Camp Grow at Meadowlark Botanical
Gardens, in Vienna, invites children
to explore nature through hands-on
activities, gardening, discovery
walks, crafts, music, storytelling, and
animal programs. Camp Grow is
designed to engage, challenge,
educate and encourage a sense of
community. Camp Grow values and
encourages inclusion of all campers
in every activity. Visit
www.novaparks.com/things-to-do/
camps/ for more.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 27
Holy Happy Hour Recital Series.
6:15 p.m. at Lewinsville Presbyterian
Church, 1724 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean. Featuring Seán Heely, a U.S
National Scottish Fiddle Champion,
the 30-minute musical offering will
be followed by wine, hor d’oeuvres
and fellowship. Free and open to the
public; a good will offering to
support the music department will be
taken. Visit www.Lewinsville.org or
call 703-356-7200.

THURSDAY/MARCH 28
Langley Lacrosse Youth Night. 6
p.m. at Langley High School Stadium
field, 6520 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. Warm up with varsity
players at 5:45 p.m. JV game starts at
6 and varsity at 7:30. Langley High
School Girls Lacrosse is hosting
Youth Night. Raffles, door prizes, and
free youth t-shirts for the first 60
fans. Free admission for youth
lacrosse players wearing their
jerseys; $5 for others. Email
jmuwaits98@yahoo.com for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 29
Club Night. 7-10 p.m. at Caffe Amouri,
107 Church St., NE, Vienna. Spinning
records and relaxing after a long
week. Come by with family, play
games, and unwind in a welcoming
environment. Free admission. Call
703-938-1623 or visit
caffeamouri.com/events-calendar for
more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 30
NoVaTEEN Book Festival. 9:30 a.m.
at Marshall High School, 7731
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. The
NoVaTEEN Book Festival is back with
a day full of panels, games, and
signings with over 30 bestselling and
emerging Young Adult authors. Learn
more on the official festival website.
The event is free and open to to the
public; tickets and a full schedule are
available at
novateenbookfestival.com.
Craft Beer and Wine Festival
Fundraiser. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at
L’Auberge Chez François, 332
Springvale Road, Great Falls. Chef
Jacques Haeringer, of L’Auberge Chez
Francois and Jacques’ Brasserie, hosts
a fun and delectable craft beer and
wine festival fundraiser to support a
group of firefighters, police officers,
and first responders representing the
8 ❖ McLean Connection ❖ March 27 - April 2, 2019

Photo by
Zena Carmel-Jessup
United States of America in the top
division of volleyball at the World
Police and Fire Games in China in
2019. $75. Visit
www.laubergechezfrancois.com or
call 703-759-3800.
Sophocles’ “Antigone.” 2 p.m. at
The Alden Theatre at McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Sophocles’s drama
from 441 B.C. holds startling
relevance today, examining divinity,
obedience, and law—and how love
overcomes them all. Cost is $40/$30
MCC tax district residents. Visit
www.aldentheatre.org for more.
Black History Concert. 3 p.m. at
Historic Pleasant Grove Church, 8641
Lewinsville Road, McLean. The
Washington Revels Jubilee Voices
ensemble will perform at Historic
Pleasant Grove Church’s free annual
Black History Celebration. The
Jubilee Voices will present traditional
African-American song, poetry, and
dance tailored to the unique story of
Pleasant Grove. Free. Visit
www.HistoricPleasantGrove.org for
more.
Shakespeare’s “The Comedy of
Errors”. 7:30 p.m. at The Alden
Theatre at McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Two long-separated twins, their two
tricky servants (also twins), a jealous
wife, and her lovelorn sister romp
through this fast-paced comedy. Cost
is $40/$30 MCC tax district
residents. Visit
www.aldentheatre.org.
VOCE Chamber Singers. 8 p.m. at
Church of the Holy Cross, 2455
Gallows Road, Dunn Loring. VOCE
Chamber Singers presents
Rachmaninoff: All-Night Vigil
(Vespers). Rachmaninoff’s All-Night
Vigil (Vespers) is widely regarded as
the “Mt. Everest” of the a cappella
choral repertoire. Tickets $10-$25;
under 18, free. Visit www.voce.org or
call 703-277-7772.

SUNDAY/MARCH 31
Langley/Cooper 5K. 8 a.m. at
Langley High School, 6520
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Join the
“Bands on the Run” 5k run/walk,
benefitting Langley High School and
Cooper Middle School Band
programs. $30 through March 15; 3/
15; $35 through Race Day. Visit
www.langleyband.org/bands-on-therun to register or sponsor.
Sponsorships are tax-deductible.
Shakespeare’s “The Winter’s
Tale.” 2 p.m. at The Alden Theatre
at McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Shakespeare’s magnificent late play is
a roller-coaster ride from romance to
tragedy to comedy and, finally, to a
place of transcendent beauty that few
other works of art have ever gone.
Cost is $40/$30 MCC tax district
residents. Visit
www.aldentheatre.org.
VOCE Chamber Singers. 4 p.m. at
Church of the Holy Comforter, 543
Beulah Road, NE, Vienna.. VOCE

Chamber Singers presents
Rachmaninoff: All-Night Vigil
(Vespers). Rachmaninoff’s All-Night
Vigil (Vespers) is widely regarded as
the “Mt. Everest” of the a cappella
choral repertoire. Tickets $10-$25;
under 18, free. Visit www.voce.org or
call 703-277-7772.

MONDAY/APRIL 1
Langley Baseball Fundraiser. 4-8
p.m. at Chipotle, 6707 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean. Support the Langley
Baseball Program by having dinner at
Chipotle and help the baseball team
build their new batting cage pavilion.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 3
Explore the Universe. 7:30-8:25 p.m.
at Turner Farm, 925 Springvale
Road, Great Falls. “The Universe” is a
big topic to explore. Learn about
stars and galaxies, dark matter and
dark energy, and some weird physics
that helped shape the universe.
Designed for participants age 9-adult.
$8 per person. Call 703-324-8618 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
turner-farm.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 4-6
Oakton Library Sale. Thursday, 1-8
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;
Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Oakton
Public Library, 10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. The Friends of Oakton
Library Spring Book Sale – purchase
gently used books, CDs, DVDs,
audiobooks,and more. The Friends
member pre-sale is Wednesday, April
3, 2-5:30 p.m.; join at the door. Free
admission. Email
FriendsofOaktonLibrary@gmail.com
or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/friends-of-oakton
for more.

FRIDAY/APRIL 5
Vinson Hall Community Talent
Show. 7 p.m. in the Kathy Martin
Community Building Ballroom, on
the Vinson Hall Retirement
Community campus, 1735 Kirby
Road, McLean. The Talent Show will
feature acts performed by VHRC
residents and staff, ranging from
piano performances to song and
dance numbers to a yodeler. Open to
the public. Admission is $10, which
will support Navy Marine Coast
Guard Resident Foundation’s
Innovation and Enhancement Fund.
Following the performance there will
be a coffee and dessert bar available
and a chance to talk with the stars of
the show.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 5-7
50th Anniversary Treasury of Art.
Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.;
Sunday, noon-4 p.m. at the Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
SE, Vienna. The Vienna Arts Society
showcases hundreds of original
artworks from around the nation
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment
selected by juror Leigh Culver.
Saturday night, April 6, features
music by the Difficult Run String
Band. The Awards Reception,
Saturday, April 7 from 7-9 p.m., is an
opportunity to meet the artists while
enjoying light refreshments and
music by the Fascination Strings.
Free and open to the public. Visit
viennaartssociety.org for more.

includes cropping space, lunch on
Saturday, coffee, tea, lemonade and
a raffle ticket. Dinner will be
available for purchase for $8.
Registration is $40; $45 at the door.
Learn more at www.gofundme.com/
colleen-mcgroder-kidney-transplantfund. Email mary.kubisch@
gmail.com or call 703-314-5438.

SUNDAY/APRIL 7
FRIDAY/APRIL 5-27
Spring Cleaning Local Waterways.
9-11:30 a.m. unless noted. The
Fairfax County Park Authority and
The Nature Conservancy are looking
for 1,000 volunteers to lend a hand
at 21 parks to clean up local
waterways. Watershed Clean-up
events bring the community together
to clear the earth’s arteries by
removing tires, bottles, cans and
other debris that has been carelessly
dumped in our streams, rivers and
lakes. This is a great community
service project for individuals,
families, service groups and students.
Sign up to volunteer at bit.ly/
2PkL5Tu.

SATURDAY/APRIL 6
Explore Lake Fairfax Park with a
Naturalist. 10-11:30 a.m. at Lake
Fairfax Park, 1400 Lake Fairfax
Drive, Reston. Learn about the flora
and fauna that give Lake Fairfax Park
its character. Designed for
participants 3-adult. $8 per person.
Dress for the weather. Call 703-4715414 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/lake-fairfax.
Scrapbook for a Cause. At the
Vienna Volunteer Fire Dept, 400
Center St. S., Vienna. All proceeds
benefit Colleen McGroder’s Kidney
transplant fund. Registration fee

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

A Turning Point in Women’s
History. 1-3 p.m. at Temple B’nai
Shalom, 7612 Old Ox Road, Fairfax
Station. Come hear Pat Wirth, of the
Turning Point Suffragist Memorial
Association, give an in-depth look at
a critical time in the history of
women in our country. Organized by
the Sisterhoods of Temple B’nai
Shalom, Congregation Ner Shalom,
and Temple Rodef Shalom, this event
is open to all. Free. Suggested
contribution of $10 at the door. Get
tickets at www.eventbrite.com/e/aturning-point-in-womens-history-wrjmid-atlantic-district-area-day-tickets57807894970.
Fairfax Choral Society with
Amadeus Orchestra. 4 p.m. at
Saint Luke Catholic Church, 7001
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Features
“The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace”
by composer Karl Jenkins. The work
fuses several religious and musical
traditions into a one-of-a-kind
composition of surpassing beauty. A
pre-concert lecture by Music Director
A. Scott Wood will begin at 3:15. A
reception will follow the concert, at
which attendees may meet and chat
with the performers and fellow music
lovers. Tickets are $40 and may be
purchased at the door or at
www.amadeusconcerts.com.
Students 17 and under and active
military are admitted free of charge.

McLean Symphony Performance. 7
p.m. at Lewinsville Presbyterian
Church, 1724 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean. The McLean Symphony
presents its spring concert,
“Appealing! Surprising!” featuring
Luke Ratcliffe, pianist. The concert
will be conducted by Dr. Igor
Sarmientos. This is the third concert
of the Symphony’s 47th season,
“Symphonic Adventures.” Visit
www.mclean-symphony.org or call
703-831-7165.

MONDAY/APRIL 8
Northern Virginia Positive Aging
and Wellness Fair. 8:45 a.m.-4
p.m. at Fairfax County Government
Center, 12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. In collaboration
with Fairfax County and community
partners, the Northern Virginia
Positive Aging and Wellness Fair will
offer tools, workshops, exhibits and
information to educate and inspire
adults to achieve a fulfilling and
healthy lifestyle as they age. Pat
Collins, an award-winning NBC
News4 reporter, will be the keynote
speaker. Free and open to the public.
To register and for more information,
visit positiveagingfair.com. For
county services for older adults and
caregivers, go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/OlderAdults.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 9
Movie Series: New Disney
Classics. 12:30 p.m. at The Alden
Community Hall, McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
The Alden is kicking off a new film
series with “new Disney Classics” –
those that were loved during the
1990s. Free admission. Visit
mcleancenter.org/performing-arts.
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News
The Langley Pyramid
Presents Art Show
Featuring students of all ages, from elementary
school to high school, the Langley Pyramid Art show
encourages and inspires young artists. The event took
place at the McLean Project for the Arts studio from
March 7-19, 2019. “This is a very prestigious event only
three school pyramids in Fairfax county have their own
show,” said Ms. Wright the art teacher at Cooper Middle
School. The art show is always looking for more visitors
and community members to support our young artists.
— Claudia Castagna and
Ashley Varacalli

Enjoying the artwork, students and
their families admire the creativity
and hard work showcased.
Photos contributed

Featured
Langley
artists,
Hanita
Bagheriannia,
Simon
Medina, and
Melinda H
have their
pottery on
display.
Eighth grade student Reina Washington
pictured with her painting.

Animal Protection Police Seeking
Public’s Help with Animal Cruelty Case
Animal Protection Police Officers from the
McLean Police District Animal Services Division
are asking the public’s help in identifying the
person(s) responsible for the recent deaths of two
puppies. Officers were called to the 1900 block of
Gallows Road in Vienna on Monday, March 11
around 11 in the morning when the deceased
puppies were found next to a dumpster. A necropsy
revealed both puppies died from blunt force
trauma to their heads. Their breed was not able
to be determined due to their young age. They
are believed to have been about a month old. One
was a male puppy with a unique blue merle coat
and the other was a female with a fawn colored
coat.
Anyone who has information about this case is

Bulletin Board
WEDNESDAY/MARCH 27
Lenten Brownbag Lunch & Book
Discussion. 12:30-2 p.m. in the
Library at Church of the Holy
Comforter, 543 Beulah Road, NE,
Vienna. Bring a bag lunch and join a
study of Rowan Williams’ book
Resurrection following the 12:10
p.m. Lenten Midweek Eucharist on
Wednesdays. Join for worship in the
Chapel beforehand or just come for
the book discussion. Visit
www.holycomforter.com for more.
Fairfax County Park Authority
Board Meeting. 7:30 p.m. in the
Herrity Building, 12055 Government
Center Parkway, Suite 941, Fairfax.
The Park Authority Board is a 12member board appointed by the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
to set policy and establish strategic
policy and direction for the Park
Authority. Open to the public. For
information regarding meeting
agendas, Park Board members,
opportunities for public comment, or
10 ❖ McLean Connection ❖ March 27 - April 2, 2019

asked to contact Officer McLemore at 571-2218030. Tips can also be submitted anonymously
through Crime Solvers by visiting http://
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org, or calling 1-866411-TIPS (8477). They can also be sent in by
texting “TIP187” plus the message to CRIMES
(274637). Text STOP to 274637 to cancel, or HELP
to 274637 for help. Message and data rates may
apply. Anonymous tipsters are eligible for cash rewards of $100 to $1,000 if their information leads
to an arrest
If you are no longer able to care for your pet,
you can surrender it to the Fairfax County Animal
Shelter. Click here for more information or visit:
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/
surrenderingyourpet

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.
to view meeting materials, board
minutes and archival materials, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
boardagn2.htm or call 703-324-8662.
Public Hearing on Programs. 7:30
p.m. at McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. McLean
Community Center (MCC) is asking
residents what kinds of programs and
services they would like to see
offered at the newly renovated
facility. The MCC Governing Board
wants to hear from residents of Small
District 1A-Dranesville, who pay a
real estate surcharge to support the
center. Tax district residents who
wish to speak at the hearing are
asked to call the Center at 703-7449348, TTY: 711, to have their names
placed on the speakers list; however,
speakers are not required to sign up
in order to speak. Residents also may
submit comments by mail, fax (703556-0547) email
(holly.novak@fairfaxcounty.gov) or

in person up to seven days after the
hearing. For more information, call
the Center at 703-790-0123, TTY:
711, or visit bit.ly/2tGi5IC.

THURSDAY/MARCH 28
Hispanic Connect NOVA. 8:30-9:30
a.m. at 8300 Boone Blvd., in the
Partners’ Conference Room, Suite
450, Vienna. Join the Virginia
Hispanic Chamber for this recurring
event series designed for chamber
members and newcomers alike.
Members, business owners,
community leaders, entrepreneurs
and more connect with their peers,
share ideas and gain useful
knowledge. Free with membership;
non members, $10. RSVP at
www.vahcc.com/hispanic-connectnova.

See Bulletin, Page 11
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Bulletin
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GFES Kindergarten Orientation. 9:15-10:15
a.m. at Great Falls Elementary School, 701
Walker Road, Great Falls. Children who are five
by Sept. 30, 2019 are eligible to enter
kindergarten for the 2019-20 school year.
Parents and eligible children are invited to
attend the Great Falls ES Kindergarten
Orientation. Our future students will experience
what is will be like to be in a kindergarten
classroom, while parents will receive
information pertinent to registration,
curriculum, and Great Falls Elementary School
information. Free. Visit www.fcps.edu for
registration materials and FCPS general
kindergarten information. Call Ellen Rohrer at
703-757-2100 for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 29
State of Children’s Health Legislative
Update Breakfast. 8:30-10 a.m. at Northern
Virginia Community College - Medical Education
Campus, Springfield. Join the MCCP Foundation
to hear the latest on the state of healthcare for
children locally, across Virginia, and at the
Federal level. Meet with legislators, health
professionals, business leaders, and community
advocates to discuss current news and updates
from experts in the field. $25-$35. Visit
mccpfoundation.org/event/legislative-updatebreakfast-march-29-2019/ to register.
Teen Depression: What Parents Need to
Know. 10 a.m.-noon at the Dunn Loring Center
for Parent Services, 2334 Gallows Road, Dunn
Loring, Entrance 1, Room 100. This workshop
presented by Dr. Kathryn DeLonga, PsyD, a
Licensed Clinical Psychologist and Director of
the Mood Brain and Development Unit
Psychological Treatment Program at the
National Institute for Mental Health, will
highlight the prevalence of major depressive
disorder and how to identify depression in
teenagers. A brain-based understanding of
depression will be presented along with
elements of recovery and strategies for
treatment. Call 703-204-3941 or visit
www.fcps.edu/resources/family-engagement/
parent-resource-center for more or to register.
Brain Health as You Age. 10:30-11:30 a.m. at
Lee Senior Center, 5722 Lee Highway,
Arlington. Learn more about age-related
changes in memory and learning and practices
to keep the brain sharp. Learn what to expect,
what’s “normal” and when it’s time to seek a
doctor’s input. Register online at
www.insightmcc.org, or contact Lindsey Vajpeyi
at 703-204-4664 or
lindsey.vajpeyi@insightmcc.org.
Language Immersion Lottery Registration.
Immersion lottery registration will close on
March 29 for kindergarten. A SIS parent account
is required to register. More information about
Immersion programs and information meetings
can be found at www.fcps.edu.

SATURDAY/MARCH 30
Northern Virginia Housing Expo. 10 a.m.-3
p.m. at Washington-Lee High School, 1301 N.
Stafford St. Dozens of exhibits and workshops
will provide all the information needed to rent
an apartment or purchase a first home at the
2019 Northern Virginia Housing Expo, a
regional housing fair. Free. Visit
www.novahousingexpo.org for more.

SUNDAY/MARCH 31
Passover/Judaica Gift Pop-Up Shop. 9 a.m.12:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Torah, 4212
Technology Court, Chantilly. Temple Rodef
Shalom will sponsor a Passover/Judaica Gift
Pop-Up Shop at Temple Beth Torah. There will
be a variety of Judaica including mah jong
items, jewelry, books, assorted gift items, as well
as Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Chanukah, Passover and
Shabbat items. Contact Faith Abzug at
Faith.Abzug@gmail.com or call 319-329-9802
for more.
Democratic County-Wide Straw Poll. 4-6 p.m.
at Mustang Sally Brewing Company, 14140
Parke Long Ct., Suites A-C, Chantilly. Show
support for a favorite candidate in every
contested Democratic nomination or
endorsement. Kick off the 2019 primary season
with a Fairfax-wide straw poll. 4:30 candidate
speeches; 5:15 ballot turn in deadline; 5:55
results announcement. Visit
fairfaxdemocrats.org to register.
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Weight For It ...
Wait ...
By KENNETH B. LOURIE
0KVU»[SPRLPU[LYHJ[PUN^P[OHY[PÄJPHSPU[LSSPNLUJL
5VYKV0SPRLPU[LYHJ[PUN^P[OHY[PÄJPHSS`PU[LSSPNLU[
LTHPSLYZ
(UK0LZWLJPHSS`KVU»[SPRL^OLU[OLYL»ZHUH[[LTW[
I`[OLZL¸HPZ¹[VTVKPM`T`ILOH]PVYI`Z\NNLZ[PUN
HWYLWYVNYHTTLKWYLZ\TW[P]LJV\YZLVMHJ[PVU¶VY
PUHJ[PVUVUT`WHY[IHZLKVUZVTLZ\Y]L`0TH`OH]L
JVTWSL[LKVYZVTLSPZ[[OH[0»]LYLJLU[S`ILLUHKKLK[V
¶^P[OV\[T`JVUZLU[VYTVZ[SPRLS`K\L[VHW\YJOHZL
VYZLY]PJL0SPRL^PZLYLJLU[S`WHPKMVY
;V[OH[LUK^OPJOKVLZUV[Q\Z[PM`[OLPYTLHUZ
[VKH`0YLJLP]LKHULTHPS[OH[NVLZHIV]LHUKIL`VUK
[OL¸HP»Z¹W\Y]PL^(UKOV^[OPZWHY[PJ\SHYLTHPS
JHTLT`^H`PZ¸J\YPV\Z¹HZ:WVJRMYVT[OLVYPNPUHS
¸:[HY;YLR¹TPNO[ZH`
6U4HYJOTVTLU[ZILMVYLT`SHZ[PUM\ZPVU0
Z[LWWLKVUHZJHSL^OPJOYLNPZ[LYLKT`¸V]LY^LPNO[¹
^OPJOHSVUN^P[O[HRPUNT`ISVVKWYLZZ\YLW\SZL
HUKV_`NLUSL]LSZHYLWHY[VM[OL\Z\HSHUKJ\Z[VTHY`
]P[HSZ0WYV]PKLLHJOHUKL]LY`[PTL0NVMVY[YLH[TLU[
6[OLY[OHUT`¸V]LY^LPNO[¹T`]P[HSZHYLJVTWSL[LS`
UVYTHS
;YLH[TLU[Z[HY[KH[L[VKH[LWS\Z`LHYZUV^
T`¸V]LY^LPNO[¹OHZUL]LYILLUHWYVISLT[Y\[OIL
[VSK0»TOHYKS`VILZLQ\Z[WSLHZPUNS`WS\TWQ\Z[H
MHJ[VYPUKL[LYTPUPUNOV^T\JOTLKPJPULPZKYPWWLK
I`T`0=
;OLVUJVSVNPZ[HUKTLKPJHSZ[HMMOHZZLLTLKTVYL
JVUJLYULK^P[OHWH[PLU[SVZPUN^LPNO[¶^OPJO0YHYLS`
OH]L(S[OV\NOK\YPUN[OLLHYS`KH`ZVMZP_WS\ZOV\YZ
VMOLH]`K\[`JOLTV[OLYHW`0KPKSVZL^LPNO[HUKP[
^HZHJVUJLYUHUKJHUWVY[LUKHZLYPV\ZJVTWSPJH
[PVU
-VY[\UH[LS`MVYTL^OH[L]LY^LPNO[0KPKSVZL
KPKUV[WVY[LUKHU`[OPUNV[OLY[OHU0^HZU»[LH[PUN
,]LU[\HSS`[OH[SVZ[^LPNO[¶HUKTVYL¶^HZKLÄUP[LS`
MV\UK
(ML^KH`ZSH[LY0YLJLP]LKHULTHPSMYVTT`
OLHS[OJHYLWYV]PKLY"UV[T`KVJ[VYUV[HU\YZLHUK
UV[WLYZVUHSPaLKI`HU`TLKPJHSWYVMLZZPVUHSI\[YH[O
LYZLU[MYVTZVTLHY[PÄJPHSS`PU[LSSPNLU[[OPUNVMMLYPUN
TLPUMVYTH[PVUVU]HY`PUNKPL[ZHUK[OLPYYLZWLJ[P]L
ILULÄ[Z([ÄYZ[0SH\NOLKH[P[ZSVJH[PVU¶PUT`PUIV_
HUK[OLU0ILNHU[VX\LZ[PVUP[ZSLNP[PTHJ`HUK[OLU0
NV[THKH[P[ZWYLZ\TW[P]LPU[LU[
>HZ[OPZHJVPUJPKLUJL&>HZ[OPZTLYLS`HJVU[PU\
PUNV\[YLHJO[V[OL/46»ZWH[PLU[ZSPRLP[ZJVSVUYLJ[HS
ZJYLLUPUNWYVNYHTZLU[[VWH[PLU[ZVMHJLY[HPUHNL
ZLLTZ[VIL&6Y^HZP[ZVTL[OPUNTVYLPUZPKPV\ZSPRL
¸/HS¹ULHYS`ILJHTLPU[OLTV]PL¸!(:WHJL
6K`ZZL`¹&
;OLULY]L;OLI`WHZZPUNVMWYV[VJVSZ;OLH[[LTW[
[VJPYJ\T]LU[[OLO\THULSLTLU[0Z[OPZ^OH[TLKP
cine has become?
5V[JHSSZVYWLYZVUHSPaLKTLZZHNLZMYVT`V\Y
KVJ[VYTLKPJHSZ[HMMI\[PUZ[LHKHULSLJ[YVUPJTPZZP]L
LTHPSLK^P[O[OLJVSKPUZLUZP[P]LWYLJPZPVUVM7LU[P\T
chips?
7\[[PUNHZPKL[OLVI]PV\ZMHJ[[OH[0KVULLK[VSVZL
^LPNO[L]LU[OV\NOHZT`IYV[OLY9PJOHYKZH`ZZVVM
[LU^OLUOLZLLZTL!¸;OL^LPNO[SVVRZNVVKVU`V\¹
0HTUV[KVPUNZVILJH\ZLHJVTW\[LY[VSKTL[V
0UMHJ[0TH`UV[KVZVH[HSSQ\Z[[VZWP[L[OH[JVT
W\[LYHUKI`HZZVJPH[PVU[OLZ`Z[LT[OH[L_PZ[Z^HZ
W\[PUWSHJLWYLZ\THIS`I`ZVTLO\THU[OH[ILSPL]LZ
[OH[JVTT\UPJH[PUN^P[OP[ZTLTILYZLSLJ[YVUPJHSS`
PZ[OL^H]LVM[OLM\[\YLYH[OLY[OHU[OLIHULVMT`
WYLZLU[0JHUUV[0^PSSUV[ILHWH^UPU[OPZNHTLVM
JSVULZ^OLYL[OLZHTLTLZZHNLZNL[ZLU[[VTPSSPVUZVM
ZLTP\UZ\ZWLJ[PUNWH[PLU[ZI`\UJLY[PÄLKUVUWYVMLZ
ZPVUHSZHZHTH[[LYVMZVTLJVHYZLSL]LSVMYV\[PUL
0M`V\^HU[TL[VJOHUNLT`ILOH]PVYVYH[SLHZ[
JVUZPKLYJOHUNPUNT`ILOH]PVY`V\OH]L[V[Y`HSP[[SL
OHYKLY[OHUI`ZLUKPUNWYLWYVNYHTTLKTLZZHNL[V
WH[PLU[Z^OVTLL[L_JLLKHJLY[HPU[OYLZOVSK
(UKOV^KPKT`WLYZVUHSPUMVYTH[PVUHJ[\HSS`
NL[RUV^UHU`^H`&0Z[OLYLHZ`Z[LTPUWSHJL[OH[
H\[VTH[PJHSS`YL]PL^ZWH[PLU[»ZWYP]H[LOPZ[VYPLZI`
JYVZZYLMLYLUJPUN^OVOHKHWWVPU[TLU[ZHUK^OH[[OL
UL^KL[HPSZ^LYL&>HZ[OLZJHSLHUKISVVKWYLZZ\YL
THJOPULPUVUP[&0MZVPZT`TLKPJHSJHYLILJVTPUN
TVYLH\[VTH[LKHUKSLZZPUKP]PK\HSPaLK&
0YLHSPaL0»TQ\Z[HU\TILYI\[0KPKU»[[OPUR[OL`»K
[HRLP[SP[LYHSS`
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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