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By Jeanne Theismann
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M
irror Mirror, an 8-foot-tall interactive
art installation, formally opened March
30 at Waterfront Park as the inaugural

project in the city’s “Site See: New Views in Old
Town” planned series of temporary public art.

Commissioned by the Office of the Arts, “Mir-
ror Mirror” is part of the city’s efforts to enrich
the experience of the waterfront along the
Potomac River.

“It’s an honor to be the inaugural piece of pub-
lic art,” said artist Michael Szivos of New York-
based SOFTlab, the firm that created the project.
“We were inspired by the architecture of the [Jones
Point] lighthouse and how it uses a lenticular lens

to cast light, panoramically connecting land and
sea.”

The installation is set up as a 25-foot-long open
circle. The exterior features monochromatic mir-
rors to reflect the urban environment while the
interior surfaces are tinted with a full color spec-
trum. Both sides are clad with one-way mirrored
film.

Linear LED fixtures are located inside each of
the vertical components and four microphones are
evenly spaced at the top of the piece to pick up
ambient sound. When triggered by sound, the col-
umns light up as visitors interact with the piece.

“Sometimes you just get lucky,” said Szivos when
asked how he was selected as the featured artist.
“It’s great to know this is just the beginning in a
larger series to showcase other art.”

Fefe and Jennifer Holtzman check out the Mirror Mirror exhibit in Waterfront Park.

Jenny Becherer and
Brooke Sydnor Curran
visit Mirror Mirror in

Waterfront Park on
March 29.

‘Mirror Mirror’
Inaugural waterfront art exhibit opens to the public.
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By Dan Brendel and

Bridgette Adu-Wadier

Gazette Packet

D
espite certain women’s
advancement in local
and state elected offices,

a panel last week on civic activ-
ism highlighted systemic barriers
that women still face.

The panel, hosted on Monday,
March 25 by the Alexandria Com-
mission for Women, included fe

Women Confront
Civic Challenges
Panel discusses systemic barriers
women face in politics.

By Shirley Ruhe

Gazette Packet

W
ashington Gas sent
a notice to the Clo-
ver College Park
Civic Association

(CCPCA) on March 8 indicating
that during a recent evaluation of
the neighborhood it determined
that several gas lines will be re-
placed under Virginia’s SAVE Act.
The notice was accompanied with
a list of the 105 services that will
be affected with most located on
Bryan Street, Cambridge Road,
Crown View Drive, Dartmouth
Road, Skyhill Road, Vassar Place
and W. Taylor Run Parkway.

Work is scheduled to begin on

Gas Lines Targeted
For Replacement
Washington Gas schedules work
under VA SAVE program.

or about April 8 and to be com-
pleted within 12 weeks, weather
permitting. Washington Gas re-
quested a meeting with the CCPCA
on March 27 to share additional
information about the SAVE Act
passed in 2009-2010 to accelerate
replacement of gas facilities such
as those to be replaced in Clover
College Park.

A fact sheet accompanying the
Washington Gas notification out-
lined the steps in a typical natural
gas replacement beginning with
contact with the customer to
schedule the date of their service
replacement.

Gas will be turned off at the resi-
dence for no longer than one day
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By Jeanne Theismann
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T
hirty years ago, many
stretches of King Street
could be described as
“sketchy” at best. But that

didn’t stop Gary Wayne Miller, a local mu-
sician and entrepreneur, from opening a res-
taurant where music and friendships
thrived. Still going strong today, the karaoke
favorite Rock It Grill celebrated its 30th
anniversary March 31 with a fundraiser for
the nonprofit Guiding Eyes for the Blind.

“We are excited to be hosting this event,
not only to celebrate 30 years as an Old
Town staple, but also to give back to the
community,” said owner Laura Seiss, who
took over operations of the restaurant fol-
lowing Miller’s death in 2013. “Additionally,
we wouldn’t be here without the tremen-
dous support from our patrons. We’re
thrilled to celebrate them the way they have
celebrated us for the last 30 years.”

The day-long festivities included an af-
ternoon of Karaoke for Kids, gift basket and
50/50 raffles and a puppy kissing booth
with pups-in-training from Guiding Eyes for
the Blind, a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to providing guide dogs to the blind
and visually impaired.

“Seeing the little ones of couples who met
at Rock It singing karaoke, visiting with the
regulars from our earlier days, and raising
our glasses in honor of the countless memo-
ries created within our four walls could not
have been more amazing,” Seiss posted on

social media. “You are the foundation of our
success and unparalleled in generosity,
which will benefit Guiding Eyes for the
Blind and their amazing work.”

Seiss also gave a shout out to Fred Parker
and Hard Times Café for their recognition
of the milestone with a special food dona-

Rock It Grill celebrates 30 years.The King of Karaoke

Rock It Grill owner Laura Seiss, center, Hannah Harris and event coordi-
nator Joanna Bellerdine stand in front of the raffle items display at the
30th anniversary celebration of the Old Town karaoke bar and restau-
rant. The March 31 event served as a fundraiser for the nonprofit Guid-
ing Eyes for the Blind.

Young Hudson Gann sings
karaoke with his mother Amy
Moskovitz at the March 31 Rock
It Grill 30th anniversary celebra-
tion.

tion. “We are proud to share King Street
with you!”

Located at 1319 King St., the restaurant
was originally opened as GW’s and became
the Rock It Grill in 1997. It is known
throughout the region as a destination for
karaoke singing and supports the local com-
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By Dan Brendel

Gazette Packet

T
he School Board voted unani-
mously to weigh in on behalf of a
transgender former high school

student who’s suing a different Virginia
municipality’s School Board for discrimina-
tion.

The case is Gavin Grimm (“G. G.”) v.
Gloucester County School Board, currently
making its way through the federal courts.
Gloucester County sits on Virginia’s west-
ern Chesapeake shore, about 100 miles
south of Alexandria. The U.S. Supreme
Court nearly took the case in 2017, but re-
manded it to a lower court.

Gloucester’s School Board contends its
policy of “separating restrooms by anatomi-
cal and physiological sex” is nondiscrimi-
natory and falls duly under local legislative
purview. Grimm, who publicly transitioned
from a female to a male gender identity
upon entering his sophomore year in 2014,
disagrees. The policy compelled him to use
separate single-stall bathrooms, according
to court filings available via the American
Civil Liberties Union, Grimm’s legal coun-

sel provider. Using separate bathrooms was
“stigmatizing” and caused Grimm to miss
class time for their “very inconvenient” lo-
cation. Grimm, now age 19 and graduated,
wants the court to rule that his former
school system violated his federal equal-
protection and -participation rights, among
other things. Gloucester’s School Board
wants the the case dismissed.

Alexandria’s School Board voted on
Thursday, March 21 to join Fairfax, Arling-
ton and Falls Church in an amicus brief sup-
porting Grimm. The board reviewed a draft
in closed (nonpublic) session. The brief did
not become publicly available until its fil-
ing on Tuesday, March 26.

An amicus brief is a petition “a person or
group who is not a party to an action, but
has a strong interest in the matter, … with
the intent of influencing the court’s deci-
sion.” That’s according to the Legal Infor-
mation Institute at Cornell Law School.

Grimm was identified by hospital staff as
a female at birth and enrolled as a girl in
previous school grades. But “I have always
known that I am a boy,” he said in court
filings. Around age 13, “I first learned about
the term ‘transgender’ from the internet,

and realized that there
was a word for the feel-
ings I had felt all my life.”

Grimm’s mother fur-
nished the high school a
“‘treatment documenta-
tion letter,’ from his psy-
chologist.” The letter as-
serted “that [Grimm] was
receiving treatment for
gender dysphoria and
stated that he should be
treated as a boy in all re-
spects, including when
using the restroom.”

The filing defines gen-
der dysphoria as “persis-
tent and clinically signifi-
cant distress caused by the incongruence
between [a ‘deeply felt, inherent sense of’]
gender identity and the sex assigned to
them at birth.”

The school administration at first let
Grimm use the boys’ restrooms on campus.
But after hearing concerns from constitu-
ents, including other students’ parents,
Gloucester’s School Board voted 6-1 to ap-
prove a new policy: “the use of [male and

female restroom and locker
room] shall be limited to

the corresponding biological genders, and
students with gender identity issues shall
be provided an alternative appropriate pri-
vate facility.”

According to the Gloucester School
Board’s court filings: “All students may use
either the restroom and locker room facili-
ties that correspond with their anatomy and
physiology or one of three [subsequently

Transgender Bathrooms: A Local Matter?
Alexandria’s School Board weighs in on high-profile lawsuit against another jurisdiction.

Gloucester County online

video archive, Nov. 11, 2014.

Gavin Grimm, a
transgender male,
giving public testi-
mony as a high school
student at a School
Board meeting in
2014. Grimm is plain-
tiff in an ongoing
lawsuit against
Virginia’s Gloucester
County School Board
concerning the
schools’ bathroom
policy.

munity through events such as Karaoke with
Cops to benefit the Alexandria Police Foun-
dation and the city’s K9 units.

“Thank you again to everyone who spent
their Sunday celebrating with us,” Seiss
added. “It was an incredible day and we
are forever grateful for you.”
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Special Tour
The Friendship
Firehouse Mu-
seum will be kick
off its
Spring2Action
campaign with a
special tour
focusing on
Alexandria’s fire
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C
ity Council and staff have
met several times in past
weeks to discuss govern-

ment spending initiatives, many of
which pertain to local
government’s accountability and
effectiveness.

City staff have categorized sev-
eral explicitly under “accountable,
effective and well-managed gov-
ernment,” one of four “focus ar-
eas” according to which City Man-
ager Mark Jinks organized his FY
2020 budget proposal. Other ini-
tiatives fall under different focus
areas, but directly relate.

Little time remains for citizens
to weigh in on the city’s $761 mil-
lion general fund operating bud-
get and $1.6 billion 10-year capi-

tal improvement budget. Council
members must submit additions
and deletions to Jinks’ proposal on
Thursday, April 11. A second and
final budget public hearing will
follow on Saturday, April 13.
Council will adopt its final budget
on Wednesday, May 1, ahead of
the next fiscal year, which begins
July 1.

An exchange between Council
member Mohamed “Mo”
Seifeldein and City Manager Mark
Jinks raised the question, which
crops up periodically, about how
the roles of elected officials and
professional staff relate.

The budget envisions purchas-
ing “only electric or hybrid gas/
electric general purpose sedans”
for the city’s fleet, which totals 458
vehicles. Staff plans to work out

Underscoring
‘Accountable’

See Accountable,  Page 22

and water history. The family-friendly event will have
hands-on activities and tours of historic and modern
fire vehicles, as well as a behind-the-scenes view of
the ship timbers found on the Waterfront in
Robinson Terminal South. The tour will take place at
the old DASH facility at 116 S. Quaker Lane. Reserva-
tions can be made online at https://shop.alexandria
va.gov/SelectEvent.aspx?eventid=6000416 After
reserving a tour time, consider a minimum donation
of $10 per person/$25 per family to the Historic
Alexandria - Friendship Firehouse Hose Carriage
Restoration Effort at Spring2ACTion.org.
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S
pring2Action, Alexandria’s
citywide day of giving, will kick
off at the stroke of midnight April

10 as hundreds of donors begin opening
their laptops and wallets for the 24-hour
online giving campaign to benefit local
nonprofit organizations.

Started in 2011 by ACT for Alexandria,
last year’s event raised more than $1.8
million in support of 156 local nonprofits.

Early giving began March 27 and con-
tinues until the official opening of
Spring2Action on April 10. ACT has set
this year’s community goal at $2 million.

“Alexandria has an amazing, commit-
ted and generous donor base along with
outstanding nonprofit organizations,”
said ACT president and CEO Heather
Peeler following her first Spring2Action
event last year. “If you really want to
solve issues in a community those are
all the ingredients you need to have in
place.”

Since its inception, more than $8 mil-
lion has been raised through
Spring2ACTion, making it one of the
most successful city-wide giving days in
the country.

See www.Spring2ACTion.org.

ACT for Alexandria CEO Heather Peeler, second from right, joins Jen
Walker at Stomping Ground Restaurant in Del Ray at the 2018
Spring2Action community giving day. This year’s event is set for
April 10.
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Ready. Set. Click.
Spring2Action
online giving day set
for April 10.

Board Supports Lawsuit
From Page 3

installed] single-stall restrooms available
for any student. … Simply put, the … policy
does not discriminate.”

“Although any student was allowed to use
the single-user restrooms, no one else did
so. Everyone knew they were created for
[Grimm],” say Grimm’s attorneys.

Gloucester School Board further asserts:
“Questions of policy … are the province of
legislative bodies, not the judiciary. Grimm’s
reliance on assertions that other school dis-
tricts have successfully adopted policies
consistent with those that he advocates is
not material to the claims at issue here. In-
stead, the question is whether the School
Board’s policy violates federal law, not
whether it is the best or even a desirable
policy in the judgment of a federal court.”

Alexandria and the other signatories sub-
mitted their amicus brief “to share their
perspective as school boards that have suc-
cessfully prohibited gender-identity dis-
crimination ….”

Alexandria’s School Board amended its
nondiscrimination policy (Policy AC) in
2015 to include “gender identity” and “gen-

der expression” as enumerated protected
categories. Its other related policies include
Policies JB and GBA/JFHA.

According to the brief: “Our school ad-
ministrators carry out this general non-dis-
crimination policy on a case-by-case basis,
exploring with individual students the use
of pronouns and names, providing support
to families, and ensuring appropriate access
to school facilities, including permitting stu-
dents to use the restrooms corresponding
to their gender identity when requested.
[This has] led to uniformly positive results
in our schools. Transgender students report
greater feelings of acceptance, safety, and
connection to other students. … Conversely,
[we] have seen none of the negative conse-
quences predicted by opponents of such
policies. Male students, teachers, and par-
ents have not used the policy as a ruse to
improperly access female restrooms. Sex
offenders have not exploited the policy to
prey on children. Transgender students have
not suffered greater stigma or trauma. And
cisgender [felt identity corresponds with
birth gender] students have not suffered
academic decline.”
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A
h ah ah ah ah” in as-
cending notes as Mia
Hall stands by the pi-
ano in the music

room breathing from the dia-
phragm and practicing her scales.
She moved to Alexandria from
Maryland at the beginning of her
junior year. “I heard TC had a great
choir and I did research on the
website. They had an amazing bio,
all of the things they had done.”

So Hall decided to try out for the
choir. She walked into Room C120

where she had to
perform an audi-
tion. “Mr. Thorpe
was sitting at the
piano when I

walked into the room. He was very
intimidating. He had me do scales
and then asked me my background
and then said ‘I’m going to put you
in advanced choir.’” Hall was sur-
prised and excited at the same
time. From there Hall went from
a terrified new choral student to a
leader of the elite T.C. Williams
advanced choir in two years.

Theodore Thorpe, TC choir di-
rector, says that all of the school
counselors refer students to him
who say they can sing. “I take it
with a grain of salt.” But Hall came
with “very raw skills. Some stu-
dents have natural vocal ability
but no discipline while others are
hard workers but don’t have the
talent. Every once in a while you
find an extremely talented student
who is an overachiever. That’s her.

She is a gem.”
Hall remembers walking into the

room the first day of class. She says
Thorpe can be intimidating until
you know him. “Everyone said in
unison, ‘Good morning Mr.
Thorpe.’ I gulped and said ‘Good
Morning Mr. Thorpe.’ I was so con-
fused I sat in the wrong section. I
sat with the sopranos.” Thorpe
says that Hall sings contralto in the
choir but her voice ranges to
mezzo-soprano. Hall says it took
a lot of getting acclimated to a new
school where the students already
had their own friends and their
cliques. “The first 3-4 months were
pretty rough. I didn’t fit in and I
struggled with sight-reading.” She
thought about moving back to
Maryland but now she is glad she
didn’t. “People here helped me so
much. My section leader helped
me with reading music. I knew I
was in a safe place.”

Hall says in the high school in
Maryland she was the only one in
her music class of 10 students who
took music seriously. “It’s different
here where discipline and hard
work are important. At my previ-
ous school people talked over the
teacher and didn’t care. Here ev-
eryone respects Mr. Thorpe.”

Thorpe says he came from a
musical family. “My mother sang
at Carnegie Hall and my father
was a choral and orchestra con-
ductor in New York. “My journey
was a little unorthodox. I studied
biology and I planned to go to den-
tal school. “You know you were
supposed to be a doctor or lawyer
so you could pay your bills.” But

luckily a relative dissuaded him in
time and now he says, “There’s
nothing like pursuing your pas-
sion. I’m one of the lucky ones.”

Thorpe says when he applied for
the position as choral director at
TC he told them, “If you let me do
things my way, I’ll make this the
best program in the state.” Now
the choral program has grown
from a handful of students with a
piano tucked off on the side to a
thriving program of 120 students
who comprise one of 10 high
school choirs recently selected by
blind audition for the national
“Music for All” in Indianapolis.
“We’re setting up for the World
Choir Games in Brussels in 2020
where we plan to compete in sev-
eral categories.” Hall says they are
still selecting the participants for

that choir including some alums.
Thorpe said choir teaches you

life skills, how to manage a group
and get along together. Hall, as
vice president of the choir, says she
uses these skills to lead warm ups
or start the class doing scales be-
fore Thorpe arrives. “It’s pretty
cool.”

Hall says she has been singing
since she was in kindergarten and
remembers being in her first play
in 8th grade. “It was ‘Hair Spray.’”
Now she is practicing for her role
as LeFou in “Beauty and the Beast”
being performed at TC on April 26-
27. She has just applied to VCU
Arts for their undergrad program
in musical arts. Her goal is to be a
Broadway performer “and I know
I can do it. I’m following my pas-
sion.”

It’s Simple: Just Follow Your Passion

“

Mia Hall practicing scales with T.C. Williams High
School Choir Director Theodore Thorpe.

People

At Work
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Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

FRIDAY/APRIL 5
Quality of Life. 8 a.m. City Hall,

Council Work Room, 301 King St.
Contact Kilo Grayson, 703-746-3722.

SATURDAY/APRIL 6
Caregiver Bootcamp. 9:30 a.m.-3

p.m. at Insight Memory Care Center,
3953 Pender Drive, #100, Fairfax.
Join IMCC for a day-long training
event covering many essential
caregiving topics. A continental
breakfast and lunch will be provided
free of charge. Sessions include:
Dementia 101 & Clinical Trials;
Understanding Veterans Benefits;
Practical Tools for Caregivers; and A
Person-Centered Approach. Register
online at www.insightmcc.org, or
contact Lindsey Vajpeyi at 703-204-
4664 or
lindsey.vajpeyi@insightmcc.org.

“Understanding Fair Housing
Compliance for Condominium
and Community Associations.”
10 a.m.-noon at Patrick Henry
Recreation Center, Room 160, 4653

Taney Ave. This event is part of a
series of workshops related to
condominium and community
associations. Registration is required;
call the Office of Housing at 703-746-
4990 or visit alexandriava.gov/
Housing.

Warrior Woman Workshop. 1:30
p.m. at Curves of Alexandria, 7918
Fort Hunt Road. A hands-on self-
defense workshop in which women
practice on Bad Guy BOB, a life-like
mannequin used in self-defense
training. Free with advance
registration at eventbrite.com (search
Warrior Woman Workshop). Email
shellygood@hotmail.com or call 703-
201-1976 for more.

MONDAY/APRIL 8
Presentation: New to Medicare. 6-

8 p.m. at Burke Library, 4701
Seminary Road. Participants new to
Medicare or a caregiver for a
Medicare beneficiary can learn the
basics of Medicare coverage and
choices. This presentation is given by
Medicare counselors from the
Division of Aging and Adult Services.
There is no cost for attendance.
Registration is required. Space is
limited. For more information or to
register, call 703-746-5999 or email
VICAP@alexandriava.gov.

Budget Work Session #8. 7 p.m.
City Hall, Sister Cities Room 1101,
301 King St.

TUESDAY/APRIL 9
City Council Legislative Meeting. 6

p.m. City Hall, Council Chamber, 301
King St. Contact City Clerk’s Office,
gloria.sitton@alexandriava.gov, 703-
746-4550.

TUESDAY & THURSDAY/APRIL 9 & 11
Adult Mental Health First Aid

Training. 1-5 p.m. at 4480 King St.,
Rm. 514. Adult Mental Health First
Aid (MHFA) is an eight-hour training
and certification on skills to help
persons who are developing a mental
health problem or experiencing a
mental health crisis. Limit 20
participants per class. Register at
survey.alexandriava.gov/s3/
MHFARegistration. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/DCHS for
more.

FRIDAY/APRIL 12
Nomination Deadline. The

Alexandria Commission on Aging
(COA) is seeking nominations for its
annual Excellence in Aging Awards
Reception on Tuesday, May 14 at

5:30 p.m. in the Vola Lawson Lobby
in City Hall, 301 King St. The COA,
which advocates for the needs of
Alexandria seniors, uses the awards
to honor individuals — regardless of
age — as well as an organization,
that have provided service to older
Alexandrians or demonstrated
superior contributions in advancing
issues and projects that favorably
affect older Alexandrians. Visit
alexandriava.gov/aging for
nomination information or call
Debbie Ludington at 703-746-5694.

Submission Deadline: Fair
Housing Month Poster. 5 p.m.
The City is hosting the fourth annual
Fair Housing Poster Contest to
educate young people about how fair
housing laws protect everyone
against illegal housing
discrimination. All Alexandria
students in grades K-5 are eligible to
enter the contest. Entries must be
original artwork and represent this
year’s theme, “Fair Housing Lives in
Alexandria.” The top three winners of
the poster contest will be chosen by a
panel of Office of Housing staff on
April 25. To submit entries for the
poster contest, call the Office of
Housing at 703-746-4990 or visit
alexandriava.gov/Housing.

Bulletin Board

Resolving Noise
Vs Singing

The City of Alexandria and
Krista McClellan Clouse, a profes-
sional opera singer, have amicably
resolved a lawsuit brought by
Clouse stemming from her Sep-
tember 2016 arrest under the city’s
Noise Control Code while perform-
ing in Old Town’s Central Business
District, according to a city news
release. Clouse was represented by
the law firm of Kirkland & Ellis LLP.

Clouse is an award-winning in-
ternational opera singer who has
performed professionally all over
the world. A native of Alexandria,
she has been performing publicly
in Old Town for many years and is
a member of Alexandria’s public
arts community.

“I am proud to call Alexandria
home,” said Clouse. “I appreciate
all that the City of Alexandria and
its law enforcement do to promote
a safe environment in Old Town
where the public arts can thrive. I
hope that my experience can help
promote the constitutional rights
of street performers and inspire
others to participate in
Alexandria’s historic arts commu-
nity.”

City staff is undertaking a com-
prehensive review of the city’s
noise ordinance and will recom-
mend any necessary changes to
the City Council.

Jakarta Named
Poet Laureate

The Office of the Arts has ap-
pointed KaNikki Jakarta as the
new poet lau-
reate for a
t h r e e - y e a r
term. The Al-
exandria Poet
Laureate pro-
gram was re-
established by
the city in
2007 to pro-
mote appreciation of poetry as an
art form, to encourage creative
writing and reading of all forms
of literature, and to promote lit-
eracy through poetry. The Office
of the Arts and the Alexandria Li-
brary will celebrate Jakarta’s ap-
pointment on Saturday, April 6, 3-
4:30 p.m. at Charles E. Beatley Jr.
Central Library 5005 Duke St. in
the Large Conference Room. Re-
freshments will be served. To
RSVP, email Poet@ Alexandria.gov.

Join Jakarta in celebration of
poetry month: April 12, 7 p.m.
Poem In Your Pocket Day at The
Athenaeum for a free reception
and April 26, 7 p.m. for A Friendly
Game of Slam at The Durant Arts
Center Competitive Poetry.

Jakarta
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with relighting of gas appliances
after the service replacement is
completed. Efforts will be made
to minimize disruption to the
homeowners’ properties during
installation, and property resto-
ration will restore the area to as
close to as found condition as
possible.

Notice of upcoming extensive
replacement came after several
months of neighborhood con-

a pattern.
Reports of gas leaks continued into Janu-

ary with Washington Gas trucks a familiar
sight around the neighborhood.  Washing-
ton Gas sent in crews to perform additional
repairs. On March 8 residents received a
notice about the planned replacement of
105 services in the area.

The SAVE Act allows natural gas utilities
to implement a SAVE plan for eligible in-
frastructure replacement projects which
meet certain requirements for safety and
greenhouse emissions. In the Alexandria
area there are 33 active or soon-to-be ac-
tive VA SAVE related projects, which will
replace just under 400 feet of main and
approximately 700 service lines. Projects are
selected based on risk-based modeling for
mains and service projects as well as leak
rates by area for service-only projects.

Updated comparison of gas leaks in Alexan-
dria 2016-2019.

Gas Lines

cern beginning in October 2018 about con-
tinuing odors of gas around the area. A
number of repairs were performed during
November and December. On Jan. 10 Wash-
ington Gas attended a meeting of the
CCPCA to explain how they respond to leaks
and to outline the safety procedures utilized
to assess and maintain the system.

Katie Harkless, director, Below Ground
Field Operations, indicated at the meeting
that on Jan. 2-3 Washington Gas had done
a special assessment of the area and they
found 11 leaks, eight hazardous which were
repaired within a day and a half, and three
non-hazardous that will be rechecked in six
months. Washington Gas indicated that they
conduct a proactive gas leak survey every
three years to ensure safety, reliability and
protection and, while they were perform-
ing repairs as needed, that they did not see
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Acknowledge
The Sacrifice
To the Editor:

This is in response to the letter written by
William C. Pfister, Jr., president of the Dou-
glas MacArthur Elementary School PTA in the
March 28 Gazette Packet. His letter expresses
support for the use of the old Patrick Henry
school as swing space as the Douglas
MacArthur school undergoes reconstruction.
This is also in response to communications I
have received from ACPS regarding the pro-
posed swing space. Even though I live in the
Patrick Henry neighborhood, as a retiree with-
out children I really don’t have a major stake
in this. But I’d like to recommend a slight
change of perspective that might promote com-
munity rather than divide community as un-
fortunately I see happening all too frequently
in Alexandria.

First, in his initial letter to the Patrick Henry
community, Superintendent Hutchings empha-
sized that compromises are necessary. Compro-
mise is the process of give and take. I have not
heard of one thing that Patrick Henry “takes”
for what it is expected to “give.” Among those
“gifts” is the loss of access to playing fields for
several more years beyond what it has already
lost for construction. Similarly, the neighbor-
hood is expected to “give” more years of dis-
ruption and congestion but “takes” nothing. I’m
not seeing where there is “compromise” in this.
(The cost savings are not a take away for
Patrick Henry; all of Alexandria will “take”
those savings but only the Patrick Henry com-
munity will “give” to gain them.)

Then, in his letter to the Gazette Packet, Mr.
Pfister recounts the reasonable arguments in
support of the swing space proposal. But he
writes off the concerns of its opponents as only
short-term impacts and calls all to serve the
greater good. Sounds noble, doesn’t it? This

sounds so similar to the treatment of the
Woods neighborhood impacted by the decision
to install permanent lighting at T.C.Williams’
stadium; they too were told they must “give”
for the greater good.

I don’t think these approaches are helpful
when we are asking a community to make a
“sacrifice” in service to the greater good. Rather
than couch it as “compromise” or discounting
its “impact,” call what you want to impose upon
Patrick Henry what it is: a “sacrifice.” Why not
acknowledge it? Why not show appreciation
for it? What about a tangible show of appre-
ciation? Mr. Pfister says the entire MacArthur
PTA stands behind this solution; what then are
they willing to do for the Patrick Henry school
community in appreciation for the sacrifice
they will be making? What does ACPS intend
to do to show appreciation for the sacrifice they
want Patrick Henry to make? I don’t know what
form that might take but I suggest that become
part of the discussion.

Doesn’t the “greater good” also entail teach-
ing our children through our own words and
actions to be good citizens and good neigh-
bors? That’s not where I currently see this go-
ing, The “greater good” is being used once
again to discount the legitimate interests of a
part of Alexandria and to justify imposing a
sacrifice upon it. Acknowledgement and ap-
preciation of that sacrifice can help build ties
within our city not create divisions.

I hope there is willingness to reconsider how
we will proceed through this transition and to
show greater respect and appreciation for the
Patrick Henry school community and neigh-
borhood. Maybe this can be a model for future
ACPS and city initiatives.

Tom Suydam
Alexandria

Greatly Missed,
Long Remembered
To the Editor:

When I was growing up there was a feature
in each issue of the Reader’s Digest entitled
“The Most Unforgettable Person I’ve Ever
Known.”

Willie Bernice Randolph, or as I referred to
her as Mrs. Randolph, while others of all ages
referred to her either as “Willie” or Ms. Willie,
would have been included in my very short
list to profile in that feature.

Mrs. Randolph passed away March 15 after
a long bout with cancer. She was born in Gladys
Virginia and was one of nine siblings. The
Randolphs were financially poor but lived a
full and rich life of love and friendship.

Mrs. Randolph worked for me as a house-
keeper for many years. We became very close
friends. She was as bright a person that I have
ever met. I think of how far she would have
gone in a career had she been afforded a good
education and equal opportunity. She had the
best judgment of most people I have known.
She was a principled person with the greatest
work ethic and exceptional values. Political
correctness was not part of her lexicon. More
often than not she took opposing, frequently
unpopular positions, of many of her friends and
gave well thought out persuasive reasons why
she was known as a contrarian.

Whatever task she undertook Mrs. Randolph
did so with enthusiasm and thoroughness.

Mrs. Randolph was so loved by me and my
wife, Sharon, that she and the woman who

introduced us and her husband were the only
non-family members who were invited to and
attended our wedding.

Willie Bernice Randolph is survived by her
two sons, George Randolph III, Gregory Payne
and a granddaughter, Ayana Payne.

Always with a smile, and a wonderful sense
of humor, no one will ever forget her selling
her breads each Saturday at the Alexandria
Farmer’s Market. But she was particularly
proud of and well-known for her homemade
biscuits served either with bacon or sausage.
She was a fixture

on the Alexandria scene who was loved by
all who knew her. Willie Bernice Randolph will
be greatly missed and long remembered.

Rest in peace.
H. Alan Young

Alexandria

Imperiled
Quality of Life
To the Editor:

As a resident of Old Town since the early
‘80s, it’s not surprising that I can say, without
hesitation, I have seen many changes (good
and not so good) in Old Town … but recent
decisions by the planning commission and
other city initiatives remind me about a recent
trip to San Francisco.

You may be wondering about the connec-
tion.

In preparation for my trip to San Francisco I
looked up my favorite fabric shop only to find
a series of articles about the city’s concern
about the loss of its “cultural heritage assets.”
The shop I was searching was Britex Fabrics,
and its recent move off Union Square repre-
sented the last locally owned store to be on
San Francisco’s Union Square. City preserva-
tionists spoke of preserving retail in the heart
of the city versus being a flagship location for
national retailers. It struck a chord to me about

Walter’s Post
From a window in the 100 block of Wolfe Street.

Photo by Hal Hardaway

See Letters,  Page 9
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Letters

the changes and proposal for changes on
King Street.

The San Francisco Heritage Society pub-
lished a report in September of 2014 that
details the vast cultural assets of the city
and the threats: “Amid unprecedented eco-
nomic pressures, mainstays of San
Francisco’s cultural landscape – our cultural
heritage assets – are increasingly imperiled
by skyrocketing rents and encroaching new
development.”

I do not mean to compare Alexandria to
San Francisco, but I do mean to directly
compare what I feel as a long time Old Town
resident, the increasingly imperiled quality
of life, loss of local businesses and services,
and a growing concern among neighbors
who value not only preservation of the
buildings but preservation of a community
that started in the 18th century.

On another recent trip I picked up a
magazine about Charleston, S.C.  One of
the city council members was profiled and
he eloquently spoke of the pleasure of hav-
ing visitors to Charleston but requested
respect and protection of the residents
from visitors, just as you would if you came
into their home. He has a mantra I think is
worth passing along to our city officials:
the 72-72 balance.

At its core, the idea is to make decisions
with this “balance” in mind.

To continually improve Charleston as the
best place for people who come for 72 hours
(or spend $72 for dinner) and those who

want to live there for 72 years. I would sug-
gest we as residents are losing this balance.

Among those of us who have lived here,
maybe not 72 years, but shaped and in-
vested in Old Town over decades, we need
to continue to aggressively reach out to city
officials that preserving Old Town as a com-
munity is as important as preserving any
single building or adding new ones.

Ivy Whitlatch
Alexandria

Traffic Realities
Ignored
To the Editor:

On a chilly Monday night, March 25, a
truly extraordinary crowd of more than 200
people packed the cafeteria at the St.
Stephens/St. Agnes for discussion of what,
if any, changes should be made in Seminary
Road east of I-395 when it is repaved in
September. Their presence represented a
true citizen “pushback” against city trans-
portation plans that seem guided more by
ideology than by facts.

Transportation & Environmental Services
(T&ES) officials have offered up three al-
ternatives for Seminary Road, all of them
narrowing the current four-lane roadway
and two shrinking the lanes to three or two.
Of the 24 speakers from the public that
night, 20 spoke against reducing the num-
ber of lanes. Audience reaction indicated
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By Char McCargo Bah

G
eorge Washington Martin was a free per-
son who came to Alexandria, Va. from
Rockville, Montgomery County, Md. dur-
ing the Civil War. George was a skilled

shoemaker. He not only made shoes for people but
he also made shoes for horses.

Shortly after the Civil War, George met Eliza Lomax
in Alexandria. They were married by Pastor George
Washington Parker at his home on 67 St. Asaph Street
on Dec. 20, 1866. Pastor Parker was the minister at
Third Baptist Church. It still exists, with a dedicated
congregation. Eliza Lomax Martin’s third great-grand
nephews — Donald, John and Alvin Taylor — at-
tend Third Baptist Church.

George W. Martin and his wife, Eliza had three boys
— Samuel, John (Johnny) and Solomon — prior to
1900 when the family was living on St. Asaph Street.

George’s son, John Washington
Martin joined him in the
shoemaking business.

John Washington Martin married
Fannie Kyer on Jan. 3, 1899. They

had three children and one died when he was an
infant. Their other children were John Theophlius
Martin and Nellie Martin.

Nellie was born in 1908; she spent her early edu-
cation at Hallowell School for Girls and she attended
Parker-Gray School. She became a teacher in the Al-
exandria School system. She married Joe Greene.
Nellie died at the age of 70 in Alexandria on April
27, 1978. Her brother, John T., went into the family
shoemaking business which made him the third gen-
eration of shoemakers. The Martin’s Shoe Shop was
the place to go when you needed shoes and shoe
repairs.

John T. Martin was born in 1904 in Alexandria to
John W. Martin and his wife, Fannie M. Kyer. The
family lived at 626 South St. Asaph Street. John T’s
early education was at Snowden School for Boys.
He worked side by side with his father, first at their
home at 626 South St. Asaph Street, and then at the
eight-room house his father built at 521 Gibbon St.
His father, John W. moved his business next door to
523 Gibbon St. at his new home. Father and son
worked together at the shop until John W., died on
Nov. 27, 1943. John W.’s wife, Fannie, had died two
years earlier.

John T. Martin was married to Margaret. They had
two children, Theola and Norman Martin. John con-

tinued to run the family business until a few years
prior to his death. John was a shoemaker and shoe
repairer. He died on March 22, 1967 when he was
living with his sister, Nellie at 305 Laverne Ave. He
was buried near his parents at Bethel Cemetery in
Alexandria. Some older Alexandrians still remem-
ber him as the “shoe and repair man.” His daughter,
Theola Martin Chambers, lived in Alexandria until
her death in 2012. His son, Norman Martin, died in
2011 at the age of 85.

Since the Civil War until the death of John T., the
Martins had served their community for over 100
years. Their customers were businessmen, teachers,
students, government workers, city employees and
shopkeepers. The Martins went beyond people’s ex-
pectations of a shoemaker. They were dedicated to
their business and their customers.

Char McCargo Bah is a published author, freelance
writer, independent historian, genealogist and a
Living Legend of Alexandria. She maintains two
blogs, http://www.theotheralexandria.com and
http://www.findingthingsforu.com.

The Martin family.

Three Generations of Shoemakers
News

Photo Courtesy of Marie E. Castillo

The Martin Brothers (from left): Solomon
Martin, John Washington Martin and
Samuel Martin.

The Other

Alexandria
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Old Town Homes, 
Gardens Open for 
Historic Garden Week
Five of Old Town Alexandria’s finest private 
homes and gardens will open to the public 
on Saturday, April 27, as part of Historic 
Garden Week in Virginia.
The homes will feature floral arrangements 
created by the members of the Garden 
Club of Alexandria and The Hunting Creek 
Garden Club, which are sponsoring the tour, 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. See inside.
Tickets may be purchased in advance at 
www.vagardenweek.org
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T
he Virginia Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Disorders Commission
plans listening sessions this spring

to hear from the public, particularly indi-
viduals with dementia and family care part-
ners, about the draft of its Dementia State
Plan for 2020-2024.

The commission develops and oversees
the implementation of the Commonwealth’s
four-year plan for meeting the needs of in-
dividuals with Alzheimer’s disease and re-

Virginia Commission Plans Listening Sessions

K
aiser Permanente, the nation’s
largest not-for-profit, integrated
health care system, opened a
new 40,000-square-foot medical

center on Monday, April 1 at The Exchange
in the Potomac Yard area of Alexandria.

The newly-constructed Alexandria Medi-
cal Center offers a range of primary care
and specialty care services, including adult
and pediatric care, women’s health, optom-
etry and physical therapy. Additionally, the
one-stop medical center also offers phar-
macy, radiology and laboratory services.

“Kaiser Permanente will open three new
medical centers in Virginia this year to pro-

vide nationally-recognized care to our mem-
bers and jobs to our communities,” said Kim
Horn, regional president of Kaiser
Permanente. “Through these facilities and
our advanced telehealth capabilities, Kai-
ser Permanente delivers high quality care
where, how and when our members want
it. We are proud to provide our growing
membership with local access to excellent
care right here in Alexandria.”

The Alexandria Medical Center accommo-
dates Kaiser Permanente’s growth and the
continuing demand for its integrated ap-
proach to care delivery, which combines
health care and health coverage in one

Kaiser Opens New Medical Center in Alexandria
package. Kaiser Permanente provides its
members with care by physicians ranked
among the area’s “Top Docs,” online access
to appointments and care, and medical cen-
ters designed with their needs in mind.

“Our patients expect the best of the best,
and that’s what our more than 1,500
Permanente physicians provide,” said Rich-
ard McCarthy, MD, associate executive di-
rector of the Mid-Atlantic Permanente Medi-
cal Group, which provides care for Kaiser
Permanente members in Maryland, Virginia
and the District of Columbia. “Thanks to the
exceptional training, experience and col-
laboration of our physicians, we earn the

highest clinical quality ratings year after
year. We are thrilled to bring our award-
winning Permanente medicine to Alexan-
dria.”

Located at 3000 Potomac Avenue, the
Alexandria Medical Center is Kaiser
Permanente’s first medical center in Alex-
andria. The medical center is located in a
100,000-square-foot building that also
serves as the National Industries for the
Blind’s new headquarters.

For more information, visit kp.org or fol-
low us on Twitter, twitter.com/
KPMidAtlantic or Facebook,
www.facebook.com/kpthrive.

lated disorders and their care partners. The
listening sessions allow people living with
dementia, family care partners and others
to share their input with commission mem-
bers.

The public may review the draft at http:/
/bit.ly/alzdraft or Alzpossible.org.

A scheduled listening session is planned
in Northern Virginia: April 11, 7-9 p.m., the
Alzheimer’s Association National Capital
Area Chapter, 8180 Greensboro Dr., Suite

400, McLean. For more information, call
Ana Nelson, (703) 766- 9006.

The next closest session is June 11, 1-3
p.m., the Alzheimer’s Association Greater
Richmond Chapter, 4600 Cox Rd., Glen
Allen. For more information, call (804) 967-
2580.

Direct comments on the draft by mail,
email or phone to: Virginia Department for
Aging and Rehabilitative Services Attention:
George Worthington 1610 Forest Ave., Suite

100 Henrico, VA 23229 (804) 662-9154
dementia@dars.virginia.gov

The Virginia Department for Aging and
Rehabilitative Services seeks to improve
the employment, quality of life, security,
and independence of older Virginians, Vir-
ginians with disabilities, and their families.
For more information, visit
www.vadars.org or follow DARS on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/vadars or
Twitter at @vadars.
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Spring Cleanups
The City of Alexandria is preparing

for warmer weather with its annual
spring beautification efforts, including
pothole repair, bulk trash collection,
and mulch delivery.

Order Mulch Online
The fall leaves and Christmas trees col-

lected by the city over the last few months
have been ground into mulch, and resi-
dents can now place orders online for
mulch deliveries. There is a $65 delivery
charge.

Mulch is also available for free pickup
at 4215 Eisenhower Ave. Residents who
wish to pick up mulch should note that
mulch bins are only refilled from 7 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
Visit alexandriava.gov/YardWaste for
more information.

Spring Cleanup Is Coming
The Spring Cleanup is Alexandria’s

annual special collection for bulk trash
and metal items. City trash and recy-
cling customers can set out a variety of
unusable oversized items for curbside
pickup on select dates in April and May.
Visit the Spring Cleanup page at
alexandriava.gov/TES to find specific
Spring Cleanup collection date, a list of
eligible materials, and information on
preparing items for collection.

Spring Pothole Patrol
The official spring pothole blitz began

March 25. Potholes form when water
seeps into tiny cracks in pavement and
expands during freezing temperatures.
Crews will work to repair streets dam-
aged during the winter months. After
the spring pothole blitz, the city will
begin completion of the Fiscal Year
2019 paving schedule. Potholes can be
reported via Call.Click.Connect. , either
online or by calling 703-746-HELP
(4357).
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F
ive of Old Town Alexandria’s fin-
est private homes and gardens will
open to the public on Saturday,
April 27, as part of Historic Gar-

den Week in Virginia, the oldest and larg-
est house and garden tour in the nation.

The homes will feature floral arrange-
ments created by the members of the Gar-
den Club of Alexandria and The Hunting
Creek Garden Club, which are sponsoring
the tour, open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This walking tour features private
townhomes and secluded gardens located
along the tree lined streets of Alexandria’s
historic district, refreshments and a mar-
ketplace at the Athenaeum, and is just steps
away from Old Town’s fine dining and bou-
tique shopping.

Tour tickets also provide access to two
Garden Club of Virginia restoration projects,
George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate
and Gardens and Green Spring Gardens.
Tour attendees also are encouraged to stop
by the historic Ramsay House at the Alex-
andria Visitor Center, where the garden is
undergoing a major renovation to create a
more accessible and sustainable design to
welcome visitors to Old Town Alexandria.

HOMES WITH HISTORY
❖ All five of the tour homes were built

more than 200 years ago, and two homes
predate the Revolutionary War.

❖ George Washington figures in the his-
tory of four of the tour homes. He witnessed
the deed of sale for one of the properties
and surveyed the land for another of the
homes.

❖ One of the homes was rented to Dr.
James Craik, who was George Washington’s
physician.

DISTINCTIVE GARDEN
AND FLORAL DESIGN

❖ Beautiful floral arrangements by the
garden clubs’ finest designers decorate the
tour homes.

❖ A courtyard garden where a statue of
Thomas Jefferson, by Colorado artist
George Lundeen, takes center stage.

❖ The garden at the historic Ramsay
House Visitor Center in Old Town Alexan-
dria will be nearing completion of a resto-
ration project that features accessible and
sustainable designs.

❖ The gardens of Mt. Vernon, the Ameri-
can Horticultural Society, Green Spring
Gardens, Gunston Hall, Carlyle House, and
Lee-Fendall House are all included with the
tour ticket.

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL STYLES
MAGAZINE-WORTHY INTERIORS

❖ The first home restored in Old Town,
whose owners (Gay Montague Moore and
Charles Beatty Moore) helped pioneer the
preservation movement in America and are
widely credited with starting the movement
in Old Town.

❖ A notable example of 18th century brick
row houses, known as flounder houses,
turned at a 90-degree angle to the usual
street orientation of flounder buildings.

❖ A home with exterior finishes includ-
ing carved stone jack arches above the front
windows and a modillion cornice (a cor-
nice supporting elaborate dentils), and in-
terior finishes including late-Georgian
woodwork and a fully paneled fireplace wall
and buffets.

❖ A home with original double parlors, a
new spacious kitchen, and a sitting room
which opens onto a patio. This home also
features an extensive collection of British
paintings, watercolors, and drawings as well
as Chinese porcelain from the Ming and
Qing dynasties.

ALEXANDRIA TOUR DETAILS
The Alexandria Tour Ticket includes en-

trance to:
❖ Five private townhomes and gardens

in Old Town
❖ Ramsay House Visitor Center garden,

which is undergoing a restoration project
initiated and planned by the Garden Club
of Alexandria in cooperation with the city

❖ Tea and light refreshments from 11:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Old Presbyterian Meet-
ing House

❖ Carlyle House, where visitors can en-
joy the 18th century mansion house and
stroll through its gardens

❖ The Marketplace at the Athenaeum,
where high-end, distinctive vendors will sell
clothing and accessories from 9:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.

❖ Lee-Fendall House Museum and Gar-
den, which was built in 1785 and is listed

on the National Register of Historic Places.
Lee-Fendall House was home to several gen-
erations of the Virginia Lee family, as well
as labor leader John Lewis

❖ The American Horticultural Society,
headquartered at River Farm, which over-
looks the Potomac River with 25 acres of
gardens

❖ George Washington’s Mt. Vernon,
where the Garden Club of Virginia has
helped restore the bowling green, one of
Mt. Vernon’s major landscape features

❖ Green Spring Gardens, which includes
a garden designed by renowned landscape
designer, Beatrix Farrand

❖ Gunston Hall, the 550-acre National
Historic Landmark 18th century home of
George Mason, author of The Virginia Dec-
laration of Rights

TICKETS
Tickets may be purchased in advance for

$45 at www.vagardenweek.org or at the
Alexandria Visitor Center at Ramsay House
(221 King Street).

On the date of the tour, tickets may be
purchased for $55 at the Athenaeum (201
Prince Street) and at the Old Presbyterian
Meeting House (323 South Fairfax Street).
Tickets will not be sold at individual tour
homes. Group tours of 20 people or more
can purchase tickets for $40 per person by
contacting Hartley Wensing at
ahobson21@comcast.net. The Alexandria
tour will be held on its scheduled day, rain
or shine.

PARKING
Information on parking in Old Town Al-

exandria can be accessed via the Alexan-
dria Visitor Center website: https://
www.visitalexandriava.com/plan/park-
ing/

About Historic Garden Week
Virginia’s Historic Garden Week is pre-

sented by the Garden Club of Virginia and
is the only statewide house and garden tour
in the country. Now in its 86th year, His-
toric Garden Week encompasses 31 tours
organized and hosted by member clubs.
Visitors will be welcomed to over 250 of
Virginia’s most beautiful gardens, homes
and historic landmarks during “America’s
Largest Open House.” This 8-day statewide
event provides visitors an opportunity to see
unforgettable gardens at the peak of
Virginia’s springtime color, as well as beau-
tiful houses sparkling with over 2,300
flower arrangements created by Garden
Club of Virginia members.

Tour proceeds fund the restoration and
preservation of more than 40 of Virginia’s
historic public gardens and landscapes, a
research fellowship program, and a Garden
Club of Virginia Centennial project with
Virginia State Parks. Historic Garden Week
has raised millions of dollars to fund
projects across Virginia, including conser-
vation and restoration efforts at treasured
landmarks like Mount Vernon and Stratford
Hall. To learn, go to www.gcvirginia.org and
look under “Our Work.”

Old Town Homes, Gardens Open for Historic Garden Week

www.novaparks.com

The gardens at the Carlyle House, designed in the 18th-century style.
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From Page 9

Letters

that position was supported by at least 80
percent of those attending.

That strong majority sent a message that
all city officials should hear loud and clear:
The public is tired of having highly dubi-
ous traffic plans made in the name of “com-
plete streets” or some other ideology that
ignores reality. In fact, the city’s official
guidelines for complete street planning call
for “tailoring designs to meet the needs rel-
evant to each neighborhood context. These
guidelines are therefore intended to be flex-
ible and responsive to unique site circum-
stances.” So far this guideline seemingly has
been ignored.

The “unique site circumstances” on Semi-
nary Road are the exponential increases in
traffic that have resulted from the huge
BRAC complex. Moreover, the Seminary
interchange will provide entry and egress
for the new I-395 HOT lanes, bringing con-
siderable additional traffic. So far those re-
alities have been ignored in the fervor to
put Seminary Road, as it is termed, on a
“diet.”

The Seminary Hill Association (SHA),
whose boundary encompasses the entire
roadway to be repaved, has asked T&ES
officials to join in coming to an agreement
on an acceptable plan that emphasizes
clearly needed safety improvements along
the roadway. Enhanced safety in the corri-
dor, especially for pedestrians, is a primary
SHA goal. So far T&ES officials have not
responded. In the light of the public outcry

a change of approach by city officials is
needed and a way forward made possible.

Jack Sullivan
Alexandria

It Matters
Where You Live
To the Editor:

Calling Seminary Road “a corridor with a
high number of KSI (killed or seriously in-
jured) crashes,” last year the city proposed
replacing two vehicle lanes with two bicycle
corridors on the 25 mph eastern section of
Seminary between N. Howard and Quaker
to “improve safety.” However, Virginia’s
TREDS database of police traffic reports
show this section of Seminary in the top
two safest city roadways.

Questions arose why Seminary needed
“more safety” by having two bicycle lanes
replace two vehicular lanes since it’s heavily
trafficked, particularly during rush hour;
1,750 parking spaces are opening at Mark
Center’s BRAC building; Amazon’s bringing
25,000 employees; and for emergencies,
Inova Hospital and Fire Station 206 are on
East Seminary.

The city recently confirmed its intention
to use funds to make this safe street sec-
tion, “safer.” However, real safety concerns
are elsewhere — in low income neighbor-
hoods that lack a “voice” in safety spend-
ing.
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If the city looked west on Seminary from I-
395 instead of east, since 2015 the first 1/
10 of a mile on West Seminary has had five
times the annual accidents than for the en-
tire one mile on East Seminary where
“safety” bicycle lanes are to be installed. In
the first 1/2 mile going west on Seminary,
there’s a shocking 11 times more annual
accidents than for East Seminary. Includ-
ing 3/10’s of a mile each way on Beauregard
Street — which intersects West Seminary
just beyond I-395 — the total of 347 acci-
dents over this entire one mile of roads is
17 times more than the one mile of East
Seminary Road where the city plans bicycle
lanes to “improve safety.”

While West Seminary has a 17-fold higher
accident rate than East Seminary, East has
something West doesn’t: a $200,000 median
level of household income; West’s is
$44,000.

Neglect of safety for lower income resi-
dents is evident in the city citing “traffic
safety” this past decade to replace road
lanes with bicycle corridors along Janney’s
Lane and King Street — where the median
level of income is $200,000 — despite en-
vious safety records as compared to West
Seminary.

TREDS’ database facts cry out for traffic
safety spending for the poorer sections of
our city, not the very fortunate. Two stud-
ies (Virginia Commonwealth University’s
and Northern Virginia Health Foundation’s)
show the life expectancy of West Seminary’s
children is five years less than the East’s,
partly due to unsafe areas to walk or play
outdoors.

To underscore the city’s safety discrimi-
nation: it no longer plans “safety” bicycle
lanes for the lower income section of East
Seminary (between I-395 and N. Howard
Street) as originally proposed, despite it
being the only section where pedestrian
accidents occurred the past four years (there
were also six pedestrian and bicycle acci-
dents alone last year on West Seminary —
including a fatality.)

The city is right – Seminary Road is “a
corridor with a high number of KSI (killed
or seriously injured) crashes” — but is
wrong to use what is actually the high acci-
dent rate of low income West Seminary to
justify safety measures not for it, but for
safe, high income East Seminary.

Facts and equal accountability for all citi-
zens should matter in city planning, not
median income levels. Otherwise, those in
a position of influence and power get
treated one way, while others are ignored.

Joe Sestak
Alexandria

enforcement of the easement on the Jus-
tice Black House, the city definitely is
obliged by ordinance (as well as common
sense) to consider it as another important
factor. Nonetheless, the BAR chair explic-
itly stated that the BAR would not consider
the easement and furthermore insisted that
historic preservation community speakers
refrain even from mentioning the easement.
(The BAR was subsequently reconstituted,
and four of the seven prior members are no
longer on the BAR.)

The historic preservation community is
now appealing the decision of the BAR to
the City Council. The Historic Alexandria
Resources Commission is appointed by the
City Council to advise and support them,
the city manager, and staff regarding re-
sponsible stewardship of our historic city
from loss or deterioration of its remaining
historic fabric. HARC is asking the City
Council to reject the proposed modifications
to this historic property so it will not be-
come another victim of the “death by a thou-
sand cuts” deterioration of the historic fab-
ric of our storied city.

The City of Alexandria, events that oc-
curred here, and its citizens have played a
pivotal role in the history of our nation. Too
much of the historic fabric of our town has
been lost. We must, as a community, resist
the omnipresent temptation to allow ill-
advised modifications and additions that
would further erode the historic character
of the city and also enforce our critical pres-
ervation easements.

Danny Smith and
Elizabeth McCall

Co-Chairs
Historic Alexandria Resources

Commission

Some Failure
Of Due Diligence
To the Editor:

Alexandria is a caring and compassion-
ate city, where citizens and businesses
proudly and publicly proclaim the sentiment
of “Spread Kindness, Build Community.” We
have a myriad of small businesses — busi-
ness which, through our patronage and sup-
port, not only survive, but thrive. However,
as a city and as a community we fell short
with respect to the slaughterhouse SUP. The
proposal drew opposition from many
nearby businesses, residents, and the West
End Business Association (WEBA). Health
concerns were cited. It is a fact that chick-
ens carry Salmonella from birth to our kitch-
ens. Ethical concerns were expressed. Sur-
rounding businesses stated their concerns
about the impact the operation of a 7-day a
week slaughterhouse — holding and
slaughtering between 100-500 live poultry
daily — would have on their survival, much
less their growth. Due to the foreseen im-
pacts of smell and noise emanating from
this old warehouse that is neither sound-
proof nor air tight, their current patrons
may well decide to go elsewhere for ser-
vices. These are small mom and pop com-
mercial establishments, some opening in
only the past two to five years, and have
brought much welcomed and needed
change to this area and are now part of the

fabric of that neighborhood.
Sadly, those who expressed concerns were

called anti-Muslim, Islamophobes, NIMBY’s,
and worse. In reality, we just felt abandoned
by our city government, chamber of com-
merce, and those doing the name calling.
The lack of compassion for these businesses
that currently service our community was
frankly astounding.

Subjective reasons are not enough to deny
an application for a SUP. That’s where land
use and zoning laws come into play. City
Council is required to use these laws in their
deliberations and actions. The city must
ensure that the applicant has measures in
place to mitigate impacts and should en-
sure that the use comports with the exist-
ing surrounding businesses. Zoning Code,
“Section 11-504,” is very clear that Council
take into consideration, “(10) Whether the
use will have any substantial or undue ad-
verse effect upon, or will lack amenity or
will be incompatible with the use or enjoy-
ment of adjacent and surrounding property,
the character of the neighborhood, traffic
conditions, parking, utility facilities, and
other matters affecting the public health,
safety and general welfare.” These catego-
ries are broad, not to keep out businesses
based on their religious practices, but on
how surrounding businesses may be im-
pacted.

Vice-Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker
found this to be the case when she visited a
slaughterhouse owned by the same appli-
cant in Philadelphia. She advised her Coun-
cil colleagues during Tuesday’s meeting that
she spoke with nearby businesses and resi-
dents, and nearly all of them told her that,
“it doesn’t smell every day, but when it does,
the smell, it’s unbearable, horrible, enough
to make you gag.” She said they used words
such as “stink” and “stench” and “attracts
rats.” Based on the evidence she collected
during this fact-finding trip and from other
information she gathered, and citing Sec-
tion 11-504, she voted to deny the SUP.
These findings are exactly what many of the
local businesses and residents are con-
cerned about. It appears from her findings
that mitigation measures may not be
enough, no matter how diligent the owner
is in trying to keep it clean.

These concerns and those raised by Coun-
cilwoman Jackson should have focused
Council’s attention on matters of land use,
the changing landscape of the corridor, and
the project’s compatibility with the exist-
ing small businesses in the area. Unfortu-
nately, this did not happen. Perhaps City
Council should have followed the vice-
mayor’s lead and taken a road trip to a
Saba’s slaughterhouse before they voted to
approve this precedent-setting use here in
our amazing city.

Sandy Modell
Alexandria

Dangerous
Precedent?
To the Editor:

The future of the Vowell-Snowden-Black
House at 619 South Lee St. is in jeopardy.
Not only will proposed plans for additions
and modifications nearly double the build-
ing footprint and dramatically change the
historic character of the property, the pres-
ervation and protective easement efforts of
Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black, a prior

owner of the property, would be dramati-
cally undercut. Both threats set dangerous
precedent for other properties in Alexan-
dria, many of which have easements based
on what Justice Black drew up.

The house was built in 1800 by Thomas
Vowell and remains one of the largest single
family residential properties in the Old and
Historic Alexandria District. The National
Park Service’s Historic American Buildings
Survey celebrates the house and its pro-
tected open space, stating “The Vowell-
Snowden-Black House, certainly one of the
outstanding examples of the Federal ‘row’
type buildings in Alexandria, has fortu-
nately been spared the fate of suffocation.
By precept and example it stands flush with
the street, but with its extensive grounds
and breathing space preserved to this day.”
In addition, the Virginia Historic Landmarks
Commission certified the Hugo Black House
and Gardens as a “principal historical site
… of State-wide and national significance”
in large part because it was for decades the
home of one of the most renowned justices
of all time.

Justice Black specifically sought to pro-
tect the house and the open space around
it as a whole. In fact, he executed an ease-
ment on the property to preserve in perpe-
tuity the open space (including both house
and grounds) as provided under the Virginia
Open Space Land Act of 1966. His easement
was among the first written specifically
under that statute, and provided the foun-
dation for many subsequent easements in
the city. The act prohibits the diversion of
open space acquired for that purpose un-
less five specific conditions are met. None
of those conditions have been satisfied, and
there is apparently no intention to do so.

The existing easement provides that no
outbuilding may be constructed unless it is
in keeping with the historic character of the
house. The Alexandria historic preservation
community has scrutinized the proposed
buildings and asserts that they are not in
keeping with the historic character of the
house. The holder of the easement, the Vir-
ginia Department of Historic Resources, has
indicated its preliminary approval of the
changes. However, the VDHR has been
asked to reconsider that preliminary deci-
sion based on new information that has
been brought to its attention.

The property also is subject to the Alex-
andria Historic Preservation Ordinance. At
two hearings (Dec. 19, 2018 and Feb. 6,
2019), the historic preservation community
provided to the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review compelling testimony op-
posing the proposed changes based on the
provisions of our city ordinance. Also pre-
sented to the BAR were substantive argu-
ments regarding the prior misguided deci-
sion of the VDHR. A graduated suite of op-
tions was presented to offer the BAR and
the applicant a range of compromise posi-
tions in the event that the BAR did not fully
agree with the arguments of the preserva-
tion community.

On Feb. 6, 2019, the BAR by a narrow 4
to 2 margin rejected all of the suggestions
offered by the historic preservation commu-
nity and approved all of the modifications
proposed by the applicant. Although the
City of Alexandria is not charged with the

         Crime Report

The following was reported by the Alexan-
dria Police Department.

APRIL 2
The Alexandria Police Department is in-

vestigating a shots fired call in the 1500
block of Cameron Street. Multiple suspects
were involved in this incident and one sub-
ject is in police custody. There are no
reported injuries.
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Entertainment

By Steve Hibbard

T
he next play
reading of
Pipeline Play-
wrights’ Win-

ter/Spring 2019 Reading
Series will be “The Best
Worst That Can Happen”
by Jean Koppen. The
staged reading will be held
on Monday, April 8, at 7:30
p.m., at MetroStage in Al-
exandria.

According to Koppen: “’The Best Worst
That Can Happen’ is a comedy/drama about
a mother, Margie, and her daughter, Joanna,
dealing with what they consider the worst
that could happen — Margie getting
Alzheimer’s. It’s also about Margie meddling
in Joanna’s career and love life, which re-
sults in Margie taking in a younger male
roommate and contacting an old school
chum of Joanna’s. There’s humor, romance,
music and make believe.”

As far as challenges, she said she wanted

to make sure to portray Alzheimer’s disease
appropriately and find a way to balance the
serious nature of the condition within a
comedic storyline without trivializing the
situation. “Presenting this play and getting
audience reactions and feedback will let me
know whether I’ve accomplished this and
if there are moments that miss the mark.
And humor is always a challenge. Hearing
the play read in front of a live audience will
help me know where the humor lands and
where it doesn’t,” she said.

She added: “I want audiences to iden-
tify with the characters. I want audiences
to laugh and cry. I want audiences to feel
hope, to feel there can be beauty in diffi-
cult times. I like plays that make me think,
but I love plays that make me feel — and
that’s the experience I want to create for
others.”

Directed by Joanna Henry, the play stars
Toni Rae Salmi, Faith Potts, Brad Sperber,
Kevin Dykstra, and Madeline Muravchik.
Next up in the Pipeline Playwrights’ Read-

ing Series will be “The
Whole is Greater,” by Ann
Timmons on April 29.

Pipeline Playwrights is a
group of women play-
wrights based in Northern
Virginia who have decided
to work together to sup-
port each other’s work and
get women’s voices into
theatre. The group’s other
members are Crystal
Adaway, Ann Timmons,
Patricia Connelly, and

Nicole Burton.
Pipeline Playwrights will present a read-

ing of “The Best Worst That Can Happen”
on Monday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m., at
MetroStage, located at 1201 North Royal
St., Alexandria. The show is free, with a
suggested $10 donation. Stay for the post-
performance discussion and reception with
the cast, Jean Koppen, and all the Pipeline
Playwrights. Visit them on Facebook:
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
pipelineplaywrights/

Pipeline Playwrights To Present New Reading
”The Best Worst That Can Happen” play reading on Monday, April 8 at MetroStage.

Jean Koppen Brad Sperber Faith Potts Kevin Dykstra Toni Salmi

ONGOING
Good Luck Charms. Through April

14, at Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery,
105 N. Union Street, Studio 29,
Alexandria. A very special found
object, a four leaf clover, a rainbow,
a wishbone, a charm on a bracelet -
these objects all serve as inspiration
to gallery members when creating
pieces for this show. Themed work
will be eligible for recognition by the
jurors. Non-themed work may also be
exhibited. Visit
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

Art Exhibit: Waterworks. Through
April 14, Thursday-Sunday, noon-4
p.m. in the Athenaeum main gallery,
201 Prince St. Water Works features
paintings by Lisa Tubach and
Suzanne Yurdin, and prints by
Rhonda Smith. Each artist explores
varied interpretations of water and
aquatic environments. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Art Exhibit: Checks & Balances.
Through April 14, Thursday-Sunday,
noon-4 p.m. in the Athenaeum rear
gallery, 201 Prince St. Alexandra N.
Sherman stumbled onto a cache of
1930’s checks in an antique writing
box and was inspired to make use of
the printed engraving, beautiful
handwriting from a bygone era, and
stamps that marked their passage
through the banking system in a
series of collages. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Photography Exhibit: “Ranch
Life.” Through May 5, daily 10 a.m.-
5 p.m.; Thursdays, 2-8 p.m. at
Multiple Exposures Gallery, The
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N
Union St., Studio 312. Sandy LeBrun-
Evans visited Eaton’s Ranch in
Wyoming last year and was
enamored with the lifestyle and how
easy it was to forget the troubles of
the world and to get lost in the past.
Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com
or call 703-683-2205.

Kathryn Coneway Exhibit. Through
May 31, at Huntley Meadows

Visitor’s Center, 3701 Lockheed
Blvd., Alexandria. Coneway’s mixed-
media art combines collage and
photographic transfers, and it
expresses her observations of nature.
She uses mulberry paper to create a

ground of color and texture. A
reception will be held Sunday, March
10 from 2-4 p.m. Students from
Kathryn Coneway’s winter class at
Huntley Meadows will also display
work. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

parks/huntley-meadows.

THURSDAY/APRIL 4
First Thursday. 6-9 p.m. along Mount

Vernon Avenue in Del Ray. Wear a

favorite hat and join this free,
outdoor street festival in the Del Ray
neighborhood of Alexandria featuring
live music, themed activities, and
more. Participants are encouraged to
bring twin bedding sets or women’s
underwear for Friends of Guest
House; donations will be collected at
the Pat Miller Neighborhood Square,
located at the intersection of Mount
Vernon and Oxford avenues. Visit
www.visitdelray.com.

THURSDAY-MONDAY/APRIL 4-8
Yoga/Meditation Retreat. Various

times at Yoga in Daily Life, 2402 Mt.
Vernon Ave. Paramhans Swami
Maheshwarananda, founder of the
Yoga in Daily Life system taught in
Del Ray, returns for a weekend
retreat, including lectures on chakras
and wellness, and yoga and
meditation instruction. $25-$275.
Visit www.yogaindailylifeus.org/
alexandria or call 703-299-8946.

FRIDAY/APRIL 5
Family Art Night. 6-9 p.m. at the

Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron
St. A “meet and greet” begins at 6
p.m. with pizza, soda and water
complements of the Office of the
Arts. Art activities begin at 6:30 p.m.
No experience necessary. Reservation
includes one art experience, art
supplies, pizza and soda.
Reservations are $9 per person.
Children under 5 years old are free.
Children must be accompanied by
one adult. Register online by visiting
www.alexandriava.gov/Webtrac
(search Family Art Night).

Annual Dundee Sister Cities
Whisky Tasting. 7-10 p.m. at the
historic Gadsby’s, 134 N. Royal St.
This annual fundraiser supports
cultural and educational activities
with Dundee, Scotland and
Helsingborg, Sweden. $50-$75. Get
tickets at tickets at
www.eventbrite.com/e/annual-

Calendar
Submit entertainment announcements at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.

Photos/artwork encouraged.

Art Exhibit: ‘(No) Comfort Zone’
The “(No) Comfort Zone” exhibit reflects people, places and things that are in and/or out of their comfort zone. Gallery

hours at Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. An opening reception takes place April 5, 7-9 p.m. Visit
DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits.

(No) Comfort Zone image, Scribble Scrabble by Kelli Sinco
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a.m. at the Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St., Alexandria.
Enjoy cultural stories and creative
craft activities that introduce world
history and folklore. Afterwards,
explore the museum exhibits to learn
about local Black history. All ages
welcome, but most suitable for
children 4 and older. Admission is $3
per person. All children must be
accompanied by an adult. Call 703-
746-4356.

An Afternoon with Groovy Nate.
Noon at The Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Groovy Nate
is a children’s entertainer and Wolf
Trap Teaching Artist who creates fun
and educational shows using exotic
musical instruments and
ventriloquism. All ages are welcome,
but most suitable for children 3-8
years old. Cost $5; $3 for those who
attend Story Time for Little
Historians at 11 a.m. Seats are
limited, reserve tickets at
shop.alexandriava.gov. Call 703-746-
4356 for more.

The “Grandest Congress.” Noon-4
p.m. at Carlyle House Historic Park,
121 N. Fairfax St. Spring, 1755:
Major General Edward Braddock,
Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s
Forces in North America, landed in
Alexandria on March 26 to assume
command of all North American
military forces. He lodged at the
grandest dwelling in town, Carlyle
House. Visitors to the Carlyle House
will experience Braddock’s visit and
the French and Indian War firsthand
through costumed interpreters.
Admission is free, but donations are
welcome. Free admission. Visit
www.novaparks.com/parks/carlyle-
house-historic-park or call 703-549-
2997.

“Spring Beauty on Duty.” 1-2:30
p.m. at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. What are those
colorful flowers that carpet the forest
floor at Huntley Meadows Park each
spring? Hear the Indian lore
associated with the flowers and learn
about their important place in animal
life. View the flower’s fascinating
parts under a microscope. Tiptoe
near the spring beauty on a walk at
the park, and create flower-inspired
art to take home. Designed for ages
4-12. $12 per child. Call 703-768-
2525 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/huntley-meadows.

Tree Printing Workshop. 1:30-3
p.m. at River Farm, 7931 East
Boulevard Drive. Join Dan Scott,

Associate Director of Horticulture
and River Farm, in an educational
hands-on workshop about tree rings.
Attendees will learn the art of wood
printing. $65 AHS members; $75
non-members. Space limited to 20
participants. Email
ksomerville@ahsgardening.org or
visit www.ahsgardening.org.

Del Ray Spring Bar Crawl. 2-6 p.m.
along Mount Vernon Avenue in Del
Ray. Join 13 neighborhood
restaurants for a ’70s themed
community bar crawl. Tickets are
$15 in advance or $20 at the door,
and include trolley transportation,
food and drink specials, raffles, and
more. Proceeds benefit Rebuilding
Together Alexandria. Visit
www.visitdelray.com.

Country-Western Dance. 6-9:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a Fisher House
Benefit dance. There will be a
potluck dinner (please bring a dish to
share) and no lessons. A DJ provides
music. Couples and singles of all ages
welcome. Admission $20 per person.
No free passes. Net proceeds from
the dance go to Fisher House
Foundation. Smoke-free, alcohol-
free. Fundraiser raffles including
chance for ballet tickets. Visit
www.nvcwda.org.

ASO Presents: Rachmaninoff. 8-10
p.m. at Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall, 4915 East Campus
Drive. Join the ASO and Maestro
James Ross for the 2018-2019 season
finale, featuring Rachmaninoff’s
famed Piano Concerto No. 3 and
Robert Schumann’s poetic Symphony
No. 1 “Spring.” Pre-concert talk at 7
p.m. $20-$80 adult, $5 youth, $10
student. Visit www.alexsym.org or
call 703-548-0885.

SUNDAY/APRIL 7
Spring Open House. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

at CARE Actor Arts Space, 129 South
Royal St., Suite 5. CARE Actor is
hosting a spring open house with
activities for all ages. (2 and older),
including storytime, face painting,
arts & crafts, an improv workshop
and more. Free; get tickets at
www.careactorkids.com/special-
events.html.

Youth Cultural Book & Arts
Festival. 1-5 p.m. at Hayfield
Secondary School, 7630 Telegraph
Road. Jack and Jill of America, Inc.’s

Tree Printing Workshop
Join Dan Scott, Associate Director of Horticulture and River Farm, in an educa-

tional hands-on workshop about tree rings. Attendees will learn the art of wood
printing. Saturday, April 6, 1:30-3 p.m. at River Farm, 7931 East Boulevard Drive.
$65 AHS members; $75 non-members. Space limited to 20 participants. Email
ksomerville@ahsgardening.org or visit www.ahsgardening.org.

Wood print

Entertainment

scottish-whisky-tasting-wine-tickets-
57858095120. Email
Alexsistercities@gmail.com with
questions.

Fundraiser: Annual Dinner. Lindsay
Cadillac, 1525 Kenwood Ave.
Support Dunbar-Alexandria Olympic
Boys & Girls Club at their annual
dinner event. Help build the future
for youth in the Alexandria
community while enjoying cocktails,
hors d’oeuvres, silent auction, dinner
and dancing. $125-$225. Visit
one.bidpal.net/starsofbgc/welcome
for tickets.

APRIL 5-28
Art Exhibit: “(No) Comfort Zone.”

Gallery hours at Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
The “(No) Comfort Zone” exhibit
reflects people, places and things that
are in and/or out of their comfort
zone. An opening reception takes
place April 5, 7-9 p.m. Visit
DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits.

SATURDAY/APRIL 6
Writer’s Workshop for Adults. 9:30

a.m.-4 p.m. at the Durant Arts
Center, 1605 Cameron St. Popular
Simon and Schuster author Sheila P.
Moses will conduct a workshop for
those interested in writing for the
young adult market. Learn how to
tell a good story, what a publisher
looks for in a new author and how to
make your story ideas a reality. This
workshop is limited to 20 people. A
light breakfast and snacks will be
provided. Bring lunch. Reservations
are required, and the $75 registration
fee must be paid online by April 1 aT
www.alexandriava.gov/webtrac and
select the activity number
455201.01.

Hamilton’s BFF & Frenemies
Specialty Tour. 10-11 a.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St. Inspired by the musical
Hamilton, hear about Washington,
Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison, and
Burr, who all came to the tavern, and
delve into the issues they faced and
how their choices impacted local
citizens. This specialty tour is offered
every Saturday in April. $15 per
person, $12 for museum members.
Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/shop for
tickets.

Floral Design Workshop-Ikebana.
10-11:30 a.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
(16-Adult) Ikebana is a Japanese art
of flower arrange–ment. Learn its
rich symbolism and fundamentals,
and take home an arrangement.
Materials provided with $25 supply
fee. Program fee is $39/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 3FB.0BF3 or
call 703-642-5173.

Tomato Love. 10:30 a.m.-noon at
Burke Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Learn about growing tomatoes:
understand the many varieties; select
those that suit your needs; prepare a
garden; plant and nurture the plants;
and harvest tasty tomatoes. This class
is offered by Extension Master
Gardeners. Free. Advance registration
requested at mgnv.org. Call 703-228-
6414 or email mgarlalex@gmail.com
with questions.

Avenue Poems Walk. 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. at Duncan Library
Meeting Room, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave. Renée Adams of Del Ray’s
poetry fence will lead a walk of some
of 65 poems placed outside
businesses and other locations in Del
Ray for April, poetry month. Get a
list of the businesses and poems from
the Duncan Library and lead your
own poetry walk any time in April
while the poems are up. Free. Call
703-746-1705.

Story Time for Little Historians. 11
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Entertainment

Northern Virginia Chapter, along with
Hayfield Black Student Union and
AVID will host the inaugural Youth
Cultural Book & Arts Festival. Free
admission; registration required at
jjbookfestival2019.eventbrite.com/.

Opening Reception: “Ranch Life.”
2-4 p.m. at Multiple Exposures
Gallery, The Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N Union St., Studio 312.
Sandy LeBrun-Evans visited Eaton’s
Ranch in Wyoming last year and was
enamored with the lifestyle and how
easy it was to forget the troubles of
the world and to get lost in the past.
Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com
or call 703-683-2205.

ASO Presents: Rachmaninoff. 3-5
p.m. at George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. Join
the ASO and Maestro James Ross for
the 2018-2019 season finale,
featuring Rachmaninoff’s famed
Piano Concerto No. 3 and Robert
Schumann’s poetic Symphony No. 1
“Spring.” Pre-concert talk at 2:15
p.m. $20-$80 adult, $5 youth, $10
student. Visit www.alexsym.org or
call 703-548-0885.

MONDAY/APRIL 8
Northern Virginia Positive Aging

and Wellness Fair. 8:45 a.m.-4
p.m. at Fairfax County Government
Center, 12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. In collaboration
with Fairfax County and community
partners, the Northern Virginia
Positive Aging and Wellness Fair will
offer tools, workshops, exhibits and
information to educate and inspire
adults to achieve a fulfilling and
healthy lifestyle as they age. Pat
Collins, an award-winning NBC
News4 reporter, will be the keynote
speaker. Free and open to the public.
To register and for more information,
visit positiveagingfair.com. For
county services for older adults and
caregivers, go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/OlderAdults.

Alexandria Library Collections. 7-
8:30 p.m. at Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St. The Alexandria Public
Library’s reference librarian Leslie
Anderson will speak about the
library’s genealogical resources,
especially those related to Virginia
and the South. Jointly sponsored by
the Alexandria Public Library and
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society.
Free, open to the public. Visit
www.mvgenealogy.org for more.

“Archaeological Activities at
Mount Vernon.” 7-9 p.m. at
Sherwood Regional Library,
Sherwood Room (main room, first
floor), 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Mount Vernon Regional Historical
Society will present “Archaeological
Activities at Mount Vernon” with Joe
Downer, the archaeological field
research manager at George
Wasington’s Mount Vernon. Downer
will provide a presentation that will
discuss current methods and
discoveries taking place on the
estate, including ways volunteers can
participate.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 10
Enslaved People of George

Washington’s Mount Vernon. 2
p.m. at Woodlawn, 9000 Richmond
Highway. Author talk with Carla
Killough McClafferty. This talk will
discuss the long reaching effects of
the inheritance laws and how those
laws affected every enslaved person
who lived at Mount Vernon. The
Custis children would have known
very well the enslaved people at
Mount Vernon, including William
Lee, George Washington’s valet;
Oney Judge, Martha and Nelly’s
lady’s maid, and Hercules, the chief
cook of the President’s House in
Philadelphia. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org for
more.

Entry Deadline. 5 p.m. The United
States Golf Association (USGA) today
announced sectional qualifying sites

for the 2nd U.S. Senior Women’s
Open Championship, which will be
contested May 16-19, 2019, at Pine
Needles Lodge & Golf Club in
Southern Pines, N.C. Sectional
qualifying, conducted over 18 holes,
will take place at 17, including Belle
Haven Country Club, courses
between April 17-30. The
Championship is open to any female
competitor who is at least 50 years of
age as of May 16 and whose
Handicap Index does not exceed 7.4.
Register at usga.org/applytoplay.

All Alexandria Reads: Meet A.J.
Jacobs. 7 p.m. at Charles E. Beatley,
Jr. Central Library, located at 5005
Duke St. The library will host It’s All
Relative author, A.J. Jacobs, for a
virtual book discussion. During the
author talk, Jacobs will join the
community via Zoom Video
Conferencing to talk about his book
and answer questions. Visit
alexlibraryva.org/aar for more.

Spring2ACTion, Alexandria’s
Giving Day. Since 2011, 55,000
donors have given more than $8
million dollars to 160 nonprofits
through Spring2ACTion, making it
one of the most successful city-wide
giving days in the country. Give
online at www.Spring2ACTion.org –
through a computer or phone. Early
Giving begins March 27. If you have
a DAF at ACT, we can help you make
matching grants or day-of gifts from
your Fund. Spring2ACTion events
include:

❖ Stop by one of the McEnearney
Associates’ Donor Lounges at
Stomping Ground in Del Ray or in
front of the Courthouse near 510
King St. Donate and enjoy a free cup
of coffee.

❖ Dine at any of the Alexandria
Restaurant Partners: Lena’s, Vola’s,
Majestic, Theismann’s, or Palate 22.
Five percent of sales will be donated
to Spring2ACTion.

Visit www.spring2action.org/info/events
for more.

By Melinda Kernc

Alexandria Symphony Orchestra

T
he Alexandria Symphony Orchestra con-
cludes its 75th anniversary season on
Saturday, April 6, 8 p.m., at the Rachel
M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts

Center and on Sunday, April 7, 3 p.m., at the George
Washington Masonic Memorial. The ASO celebrated
its milestone birthday throughout the year along with
the introduction of Music Director James Ross to the
community and other special events.

Made popular as the theme to Sergeant Preston of
the Yukon, the program opens with Emil von
Reznicek’s Overture to Donna Diana. The ASO and
Maestro Ross will capture Robert Schumann’s youth-
ful enthusiasm in Symphony No. 1, commonly known

as his Spring Symphony. Schumann bor-
rowed from earlier works in his composition,
and his symphony foreshadows themes for
future works. “Schumann took his inspira-

tion for his symphony in the incredible outburst of
songs from the previous year, which included his
wedding to pianist and super-musician Clara Wieck,”
says Maestro Ross. “This musical relationship will
provide an unexpected surprise for the audience at
the concerts this week.”

As a dramatic finale to the concert and this
celebratory year, the ASO will perform
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 with soloist

Marianna Prjevalskaya. First premiered by the com-
poser himself as soloist, the piece is deemed among
the most technically difficult in the piano repertoire.
It reached pop-culture fame when featured in the
1996 film, “Shine,” loosely based on the life of pia-
nist David Helfgott. The concerto will indeed shine
under the fingers of Ms. Prjevalskaya, hailed for her
“impeccable precision, clarity, virtuosity and beauty
of sound.”

Preceding Saturday’s performance at 7 p.m., con-
cert-goers are invited to a special pre-concert talk
with Rachmaninoff’s great-granddaughter Natalie
Wanamaker Javier, Rachmaninoff scholar Francis
Crociata, and Library of Congress music specialist
Dr. Kate Rivers. On Sunday, Maestro Ross will present
“As the Baton Swings” at 2:15 p.m., which is geared
toward younger attendees and novice symphony-
goers. Both talks are open to all concert attendees.

The Alexandria Symphony is a fully-professional
orchestra drawing from the Washington, D.C. metro-
politan region’s wealth of musical talent. Many mu-
sicians perform with other orchestras and top mili-
tary bands. The ASO performs Saturday evenings at
the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Cen-
ter and Sunday matinees at the George Washington
Masonic Memorial. Single tickets are $20-$80 for
adults, $5 for youth (18 and under), and $10 for stu-
dents (with ID). The ASO also offers senior, military,
and group discounts. For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-0885.

Presenting 75th Anniversary Finale

ASO

Calendar
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News

Confronting Challenges to Women’s Civic Participation
From Page 1

From left: Eleanor LeCain, Stephanie Landrum, Michelle
Millben, Del. Charniele Herring (D-46) and Eleanor Smeal
speak about their civic activism experiences.

Patty North, Allison Silberberg and
Eleanor Smeal discuss the program
on civic activism March 25 at the
Lyceum.
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male politicians and business-
women who shared their leader-
ship experiences and perspectives.
The City Council-appointed com-
mission advises city government
on how public decisions uniquely
affect women.

“More women than ever were
elected to the Virginia General
Assembly” in 2017, according to
the commission’s 2018 Status of
Women Report, from which
Monday’s panel stemmed.

“Women marched, women ran,
women won, and women are gov-
erning,” said Del. Eileen Filler-
Corn (D-41), Monday’s keynote
speaker and the first woman to
head a Virginia house caucus.

“[Newly elected women] … in-
clude six mothers of young chil-
dren, which is groundbreaking,”
said Vice Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-
Parker.

Yet panelists articulated many
obstacles they believe women con-
tinue to face, including childcare
inaccessibility; budgeting that
doesn’t balance gender interests;
inequitable access to campaign
funding and other resources; and
the unratified federal Equal Rights
Amendment.

“Access to reliable, quality
childcare” enables women to
“serve on a board or commission,
… run for office, … engage,” said
panelist Eleanor LeCain, a consult-
ant, author and radio personality.

LeCain also recommended “gen-
der budgeting,” an approach used
by Iceland and European countries
to create budgets and policies with

women’s experiences in mind.
She’s unaware of any U.S. munici-
pality employing such an approach
“systemwide.”

“Policies that don’t distinguish
between women and men are usu-
ally not neutral, and can perpetu-
ate inequalities,” she said. She
thinks gender budgeting wouldn’t
necessarily recommend increased
expenditure, but rather analysis
and restructuring of a city’s cur-
rent budget.

The commission asked City
Manager Mark Jinks in October,
among other things, to “apply a
gender lens to all city decision-
making;” make “no further cuts to
city programs and services signifi-
cantly impacting women;” “desig-
nate one staff member dedicated
to women’s issues.”

“I would submit that the gender
lens you are requesting is inher-
ent in the senior leadership of the
city,” said Jinks in a March re-
sponse. “Our [three] deputy city
managers are all women and al-

most the totality of the govern-
ment is under their purview.”

Kendra Martello, the
commission’s chair, approves of
certain current budget initiatives,
but would go farther. For example,
she’d “formally include women” in
the potential new racial and social
equity officer’s charge.

Income disparities between gen-
ders — and thus perhaps also their
potential-donor social circles —
ºmay limit women’s campaign
fundraising capacity. Alexandria
women, on average, earn 85 cents
on the dollar compared to men,
according to the commission’s re-
port.

Campaign finance reform could
help ameliorate low-income
women’s struggles, toward a
“more diverse set of candidates
entering the field,” said panelist
Del. Charniele Herring (D-46).

“Virginia has not passed a pub-
lic financing law, so there is not
much we can do [legislatively] at
the local level to change the pro-

cess of running for of-
fice,” said Bennett-
Parker. She looks to or-
ganizations “that help
recruit, train and fund
diverse female candi-
dates.”

The commission’s Liz
Johnson thinks the com-
mission could host or
otherwise facilitate more
“networking opportuni-
ties.”

The Equal Right
Amendment (ERA)
would elevate gender as

TC Crew Alums Compete in College
A March 16 scrimmage on the Rivanna River in
Charlottesville featured (from left) the U.S. Naval
Academy’s John Elkins (TC ’17) and Ben Blakeslee (TC
’14), the University of Virginia’s Connor McGivern (TC
’18), and the University of North Carolina’s Tyler Souza
(TC ‘15). Other TC Crew alumni rowing this spring are
2016 grads Maria Justiniano at George Mason and
Carter Weitekamp at Hobart; 2017’s Ella Benbow at
William & Mary, Cecelia Fernandez at Stetson, and Reed
Kenny at Duke; and 2018’s Grace Asch at Syracuse,
Camila Cardwell (as coxswain) at University College
London, Rachel Knapp and Jacob Souza at Clemson,
and Grace Vannatta at Ohio State.
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Gold Medal
The Alexandria Titans Volleyball Club’s Titan 13s girls travel team won a Gold Medal
in Regional Championship play sponsored by the Chesapeake Region of USA Volley-
ball. The daylong competition was held on Saturday, March 30, at the Discovery
Sports Center in Boyds, Md. and involved teams from Virginia and Maryland. The
competition was the first tournament of the year that the Titans 13 squad went
undefeated. Above, front row, from left, are Olivia McCarthy, Charlotte Nichols,
Mason Mantey, Rania Shuster, Evelyn Sirois, Victoria Zambrano, and Amanda Smith.
Back row, from left, are Stephanie Murphy and Annie Tucker (assistant coaches),
Bridie Wendling, Harper Travis, Corinne Solsby, Mason Mantey, Charlotte Lewis, and
Ripley Forbes (head coach).
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a constitutional category against
which discrimination is prohibited.
Many Virginia Democrats hope
Virginia could become the 38th
and final state necessary for rati-
fication. But the issue is partisan-
charged, and Republicans control
both statehouse chambers by bare
majorities. In the recent 2019 Gen-
eral Assembly, the senate (includ-
ing a few Republicans) approved
ratification, but a house commit-
tee killed it along party lines.

Martello says the commission is
nonpartisan — though panelist
Eleanor Smeal, who leads the
Feminist Majority Foundation, ex-
pressed a desire that Democrats
“flip the house and the senate” in
this year’s upcoming election.
Filler-Corn also alluded to the elec-
tion, toward ERA approval.

However, the ERA illustrates
that all women aren’t of the same
political mind.

The Alexandria Republican
Women’s Club is “very concerned
about unintended consequences of

the ERA,” said club vice president
Linda App. “I get the impression
that all of the speakers at the event
were Democrats and lean liberal.
… We would have enjoyed partici-
pating and providing a conserva-
tive point of view. … Young
people, in particular, need to hear
both sides of the issues as they
form their political opinions and
affiliations.” App declined to de-
tail the ERA’s potential unintended
consequences.

Some opponents worry the ERA
could loosen restrictions on tax-
payer-funded abortions. For ex-
ample, in 1998 the New Mexico
Supreme Court, based on the the
state’s ERA, expanded the defini-
tion of “medically necessary” abor-
tions eligible for state funds. In
addition to those threatening the
mother’s life or arising from rape
or incest, pregnancies exacerbat-
ing preexisting conditions, having
“a profound negative impact” on
mental health, and others became
qualified.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 4-10, 2019  ❖  21www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



22  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 4-10, 2019 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

‘Accountable’
details and have a draft policy recommen-
dation to Jinks this summer.

“Should we really be looking a hybrids at
this point at all, as a policy?” asked
Seifeldein, who believes fully electric ve-
hicles are the future. Can council members
“jump in before [the draft policy] gets to
the manager …? Sometimes a lot of [staff]
work has already been done … and then it
comes before council for a yea or nay.”

“Traditionally, a decision like this doesn’t
come to council. We decide, as staff, using
professional expertise, what kind of vehicles
to buy and how to buy them,” said Jinks.
“We will [have a broader discussion] when
we bring a policy to you. We’ve [first] got
to draft it, we’ve got to kick it around.”

“Clearly, council can exert whatever au-
thority we want,” said Mayor Justin Wil-
son. He thinks council should articulate a
“high level” goal — in this case, to attain
“the greenest possible fleet” — and instruct
staff to “bring us back a series of options.”

The exchange echoes a high-profile 2017
budget advisory task force, which lamented
that top-dollar capital projects often come
to council with subjective but undocu-
mented staff decisions baked in.

Staff next year will implement “a new
project justification and development pro-
cess,” said Morgan Routt, the city’s budget
director. The process “will require all
projects to meet specific criteria, including
alternatives analysis and civic engagement,
before advancing from concept to funding,
design and construction.”

The planning and zoning department
wants to add a new $103,000 “civic engage-
ment outreach coordinator” to “to ensure
that plans, policy changes, and development
applications are meaningfully shaped by the
communities they impact.”

Karl Moritz, the city’s planning director,
envisions the process behind last year’s
South Patrick Street Housing Affordability
Strategy as “the new standard for how we
do [community] outreach.” That approach
involved “everything from going door-to-
door to talk to people and handing out fly-
ers to live-streaming the [community en-
gagement] workshop.” But “all of that … is
a work-intensive thing to do” requiring
more dedicated manpower, he said.

In the past, the city’s planning processes
have mainly attracted “regulars,” “people
who are familiar, people who have been
involved before,” said Jinks. Whereas “in
South Patrick Street, we got the largest par-
ticipation by renters in that plan than we’ve
really had in a planning [outreach initia-
tive].”

City staff are working on making the city
website more user-friendly and better
searchable, according to Craig Fifer, the
city’s communications and public informa-
tion director. Jinks proposes creating a new
$98,000 “web editor” position toward that
end.

For more, including budget materials and
video recordings of public budget events,
visit www.alexandriava.gov/Budget.

News

From Page 1

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Being totally honest with my oncologist, that 
is. I mean, it’s not as if being diagnosed with non 
small cell lung cancer, stage IV isn’t a “terminal” 
disease. 

Oh wait, it is. 
As my oncologist said to me at the initial Team 

Lourie meeting: “I can treat you, but I can’t cure 
you.” 

Huh? Followed fairly soon after by the equally 
distressing prognosis: “13 months to two years.” 
Wait. WHAT!? (As Curly Howard of The Three 
Stooges said years ago while looking into a mirror: 
“I’m too young to die, too handsome, well, too 
young anyway.”)

That prognosis – as you regular readers know 
– is old news, as I recently passed my 10-year 
anniversary; my oncologist’s “third miracle,” as he 
characterizes me. And as life goes on, so too do 
the studies and research and clinical trials. 

As much progress as has been realized, still 
there are few guarantees for lung cancer patients. 
Although there are many more of us living beyond 
the years our respective oncologists initially gave 
us (our wildest dreams, I often say). 

Living as a cancer patient/survivor, especially 
one still undergoing treatment, requires regular 
sit-downs with one’s oncologist to discuss and/
or assess lab work, results from diagnostic scans 
and side effects – or as I refer to them: “straight-on 
effects.” At these sit-downs, the oncologist will sit 
down behind his computer and review my past 
and inquire about the present, typing away as I 
respond. 

The questions are all too familiar. 
My answers, maybe familiar as well. Because 

if they’re not, they may catch the attention of 
the doctor. And if they do catch his attention, he 
likely will probe further into their occurrence; 
their frequency, their location, their pain, their 
intensity, etc. And in so doing, he may learn things 
that could possibly alter/maybe even stop your 
treatment. 

The doctor may become so worried about the 
symptoms you’re describing, he may focus on 
the symptom, not the cause. And that’s my fear in 
being honest: he may stop the treatment. I realize 
it might be counter-intuitive, but cancer scares the 
hell out of me. As a direct consequence, dishones-
ty sometimes becomes one’s best policy.

Granted, being dishonest, or rather not totally 
forthcoming, with the person entrusted in extend-
ing your life, doesn’t exactly win one the patient-
of-the-year award. But when that same one is 
diagnosed with a “terminal” disease at age 54 and 
a half, there’s a certain amount of clear thinking 
that quickly dissipates. 

And if that same one is “ambulanced” to the 
hospital (in August 2013) for a week long stay in 
SICU (surgical intensive care), the fear of God 

judgment. 
If you live long enough, your judgment im-

proves but so too does your chance of dying. As I 

this thing, can I? I mean, I was diagnosed with a 
‘terminal’ disease. They don’t call it ‘terminal’ for 
nothing.” But here I am, 10 years, post diagnosis, 
and living the dream, so to speak.

So how do I answer the doctor’s questions 
when doing so honestly might lead to a gruesome 
outcome: hospitalization, and then, well, you 
know. 

Let me be clear then about my answers. Maybe 
I’m not so certain about the “straight-on” effects? 
Maybe, they’re not that bad and continuing the 
treatment will moderate the effects somehow while 
continuing to keep the cancer in its current place – 
without growing or moving? 

I don’t mean to understate my condition, but 
neither do I want to overrate it. Perhaps this mental 
anguish I’m describing makes no sense. But that’s 
what cancer seems to do. 

Nevertheless, I realize being honest with one’s 
doctors is kind of important. Still, I may be too 
afraid of the consequences to be so inclined.

It’s Not As If My
Life Depends On It
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

5/31/19.

5/31/19.
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