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O
ver community
pushback, the
School Board ap-
proved a conten-

tious plan to use the old Patrick
Henry K-8 School building as in-
terim “swing space.”

The vote, held Thursday, April
4, was 8-1 with School Board
member Heather Thornton dis-
senting.

The school system originally
planned to raze the old Patrick
Henry building shortly after the
new one opened in January. But

the administration then thought to
repurpose the old building as an
interim facility — “swing space”
— to educate students from Dou-
glas MacArthur Elementary while
it undergoes reconstruction. The
School Board had slated the Dou-
glas MacArthur rebuild to finish in
FY 2025, subsequent to construct-
ing an entirely new school else-
where. That new school would
have served as swing space before
converting to its permanent use,
perhaps as a new middle school.
By patching up the old Patrick
Henry building instead, staff think

By Dan Brendel and

Bridgette Adu-Wadier

Gazette Packet

A
fter long discussion about
high school expansion
strategy, the School Board

will consider initial site options at
its April 25 meeting.

The city government’s FY 2020-
2029 capital improvement budget,
currently under consideration,

would allocate $119 million for
capacity expansions — the second
single largest capital investment
on Alexandria’s horizon.

In response to ballooning enroll-
ment, the School Board last year
launched the “High School
Project,” an initiative to add capac-
ity and modernize programming.
The schools’ options for more

H
undreds of attendees turned out as Of-
fender Aid and Restoration of Arling-
ton, Falls Church and Alexandria held its

11th annual Second Chance Fundraising Breakfast
April 9 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott. The event
featured the journeys of reentry into the commu-
nity by several formerly incarcerated clients.

OAR assisted 2,014 participants in their program
in 2018 including 635 men and women who re-
ceived reentry assistance, both pre- and post-re-
lease and 1,432 men, women, boys and girls who
were enrolled in the Community Service program,
which is an alternative form of sentencing.

In addition, this was the third year of a new In-
tensive Reentry Program, which focuses on indi-

viduals still in incarceration to provide classes in
essential life skills as well as case management and
employment coaching. Individuals in this program
have a recidivism rate of 14 percent compared to
54 percent for a comparable population nationally.

See www.oaronline.org.

— Jeanne Theismann

Second Chances

State Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31), Bill Euille, Senica Lee, Alexandria City Council
member Amy Jackson, Arlington County Board member Libby Garvey, Alexandria
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) and OAR executive director
Elizabeth Jones Valderrama gather for a photo at the OAR Second Chances break-
fast April 9 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott.

Event highlights
OAR services.

APD sergeants Charlette Mitchell and
Donna Barnes with administrator Leah
Tolliver at the OAR Second Chances
breakfast April 9.

HomeLifeStyle
Page 23

School Board approves swing space
plan over community objections.

‘Fait Accompli’?

ACPS to release potential site options.

Next Steps for High
School Expansion

See Plan,  Page 20

See ACPS,  Page 20
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Tiana Woods
tells her story
of desperation
facing eviction
with a young
child and a
husband in
prison: “I’d
never experi-
enced some-
thing like
this.” Now
after assis-
tance from
OAR, her husband has been helped with
getting a job after release from jail, her
rent is caught up, and she is working as
well. “Things have gotten better.” She
says OAR treated her with respect and
helped “when we had no place else to
turn.”
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News

By Jeanne Theismann
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R
egional representatives of
Subaru of America joined with
employees of Alexandria’s
Beyer Subaru April 3 to present

a check for $24,874 to local nonprofit To-
gether We Bake as part of the automotive
company’s annual Share the Love campaign.

“This year’s campaign was a huge suc-
cess,” said Beyer Subaru Vice President
Stephane Beyer-Kirby. “It really speaks to
our customers’ values.”

This year’s Share the Love campaign ran
Nov. 15, 2018, through Jan. 2, 2019. Dur-
ing that time, Subaru donated $250 to Share
the Love organizations for each new car that
was purchased or leased. Customers were
able to designate if the donation went to
one of four national organizations — the
ASPCA, Make-A-Wish, Meals on Wheels or
the National Park Foundation — or a home-
town charity. Beyer Subaru selected To-
gether We Bake as this year’s local charity.

“In the past we have raised between
$7,000-8,000,” Beyer-Kirby said. “But To-
gether We Bake has had a tremendous im-

pact on the local community and that reso-
nated with our customers.”

Founded in 2012, Together We Bake is a
job training and personal development pro-
gram to help women transitioning back into
society from the corrections system, facing
long-term unemployment and/or experi-
encing homelessness.

“Together We Bake gave me a solid foun-
dation to start over,” said Colida Johnson,
a 2014 program graduate now working for
the organization. “It gave me a place to feel
safe — it felt like home.”

Together We Bake teaches four, 8-week

sessions per year. The program is centered
around a small baking business through
which women learn and participate in food
production, food safety education and busi-
ness administration.

“This program has been great,” said 2018
graduate Teresa Ross, who now works as a
Together We Bake kitchen helper. “It gave
me a chance to feel more comfortable, to
learn how to open up and to feel safe.”

The annual Together We Bake Empower-
ment Breakfast will be held June 5 and is
open to the public. For more information
or to purchase tickets or a sponsorship, visit
www.togetherwebake.org.

Beyer Subaru raises $24k
for Together We Bake.Recipe for Success

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

A
t the stroke of midnight
April 10, Spring2ACTon
formally kicked off as

more than 150 local nonprofits
began fundraising efforts in the
city’s annual 24-hour online
giving campaign.

Hosted by ACT for Alexan-
dria, Spring2ACTion connects
donors to grassroots charitable
causes. The virtual fundraising
effort offers local nonprofits the
opportunity to raise thousands
of dollars through direct dona-
tions as well as prizes and in-
centives for leaders in various
categories throughout the day.

Last year, 9,438 donors raised

$1,812,851 for 156 nonprofits
serving Alexandria. ACT has set a
goal of raising $2 million in this
year’s campaign.

According to the Spring2ACTion
website, its primary goals are to grow
philanthropy, revenue and support-
ers and to educate the community
on the impact of Alexandria’s non-
profit organizations.

New this year was a two-week
period of early giving, which began
March 27. Several organizations
hosted events to encourage early
donations with more than
$500,000 being raised in the first
few hours of the official kick off.
Full results of the 2019
Spring2ACTion campaign were not
available at press time but are avail-
able at www.Spring2ACTion.org.

Spring2ACTion sets $2 million
goal for online giving.The Countdown Begins

Teresa Ross, Lisbeth Delcid and
Colida Johnson celebrate the
donation of more than $24,000 to
Together We Bake from
Alexandria’s Beyer Subaru. The
trio are graduates of the
nonprofit’s job training program
and are now employees of the
organization.

Regional representatives and employees of Beyer Subaru gather in the Alexandria dealership showroom
April 3 to present a check for $24,874 to the nonprofit Together We Bake. Founded in 2012, the organization
is a job training program for women transitioning back into society.

Agenda:Alexandria executive director
Donna Walker James, left, watches as
Fernando Torrez makes a donation to the
organization at an early giving
Spring2ACTion Happy Hour April 8 at
Union Street Public House.

Agenda:Alexandria executive director
Donna Walker James, left, with Jennifer
Fountain, Betty Middleton and Alan
Horn at the organization’s early giving
Spring2ACTion Happy Hour April 8 at
Union Street Public House.
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News

Shaping the City: How Planning Commission Voted

Here’s what the Planning Commission decided at its monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 2. Commissioner John Goebel was absent. The commission
comprises seven city council-appointed members, who influence development and land use decisions; make recommendations to council; and
exercise approval authority over property subdivisions and “by right” development site plans. Commissioners serve staggered four-years terms.
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See Author,  Page 30

By Shirley Ruhe

Gazette Packet

R
andy Gore spent the morning
reconciling invoices and receipts
as part of his fiduciary obliga-
tion. But last weekend, “We had

our annual spring production. This year it
was ‘Aladdin Junior,’ and I was working
backstage giving vocal lessons, helping kids
learn their lines and directing the show.”
This afternoon he will be meeting on the
Campagna Kids summer camp program to

finalize the details of the field
trips. “We have three field
trips a week like Port Discov-
ery in Baltimore, Imagination

Stage in Bethesda, and Six Flags.” As se-
nior director of the Campagna Center’s Out
of School Time Programs, “I get to do a bit
of it all.”

“But the joy of my job is going out to the
sites to see our children. They know me by
name. I’m not just a voice in an ivory tower.”
Campagna Kids has sites for before and af-
ter school programs in 11 schools across
Alexandria.

“Our program is one of Alexandria’s jew-
els,” he said. It provided before and after
school programs to more than 900 children

in the City of Alexandria this year. He says
the enrichment programs range from musi-
cal theatre to sports like basketball and soc-
cer, to sign language, 3-D printing, visual arts
and chess. “Our chess team won eight con-
secutive titles in a national championship.”

He said, “We get more detailed about their
interests and kids this year are interested
in technology so we’re working to refine
that. We design enrichment to get what they
want.”

For instance, he points out they have a
robotic team which builds robots that com-
pete to perform a mission within a speci-
fied time period.

Gore started at Campagna Center in 2006
as a part time job when he was in school. “I
didn’t think I would be here that long but I
fell in love with the work. I came in as an
entry-level assistant group leader. I still re-
member the first kindergarten class at Dou-
glas MacArthur, how excited they were to
be there.”

Gore says he was a latch key kid and “I
went home and waited for my parents.” He
wishes he could have had a program like
this when he was growing up.

Gore advanced to assistant site director,
site director, director of operations and now
senior director of Out of School Time Pro-
grams where he has been for two years. He
said, “I have a passion for the arts and was
a vocal major. I found I could use my skill
set and bring it to the job here.”

The Campagna Kids program “is not
school, not home. It’s unique. We don’t have

children in front of a video game.” Gore says
adults used to come up with everything but
now they have very detailed programs
geared to the interests of the children.

“I like to call myself a program designer.
I drive a lot of what happens with the high-
est level of quality so that children can en-
joy coming here every day.” He wants to
give them a positive experience in life.

He says he remembers when he did his
first play with the kids. It was a play they
wrote for Black History month about help-
ing a Black child understand how he got
where he is today by going back in a time
machine. “That’s when I knew I was here
to stay. When kids aren’t interested, they
aren’t interested” but his job is to find out
what excites them and do it. “Now we’re
licensing our junior shows. We have cos-
tume designers.”

Gore comments that Campagna Kids lev-
els the playing field for the diversity of their
students to assure that all children have
access to the same quality of programs. Par-
ents are charged on a sliding scale from $23
up to $425 a month. The program is funded
through the City of Alexandria and the Al-
exandria City Public Schools.

“This is where I’m supposed to be, where
I connect with life’s purpose,” Gore said.

‘Where I Connect with Life’s Purpose’

Randy Gore, senior director,
Campagna Center’s Out of School
Time Programs

By Ashley Claire Simpson

Gazette Packet

M
ichael Gryboski has a few things
in common with Scott Addison,
the main character he created

for his latest novel, “A Spiral into Marvel-
ous Light” — the story of a writer tackling
an article with a heated sub-
ject.

Like Addison,
Gryboski — an Alexan-
dria native — is an ex-
perienced journalist
with ties to the D.C.
area. They both cover
political issues of na-
tional impact and con-
front controversial topics.

“I put a lot of my own
personal experience into
Addison,” said Gryboski,
who writes for The Chris-
tian Post. “His experience
mirrors mine with how he
interviews people, tran-
scribes those interviews, and
then how he writes about
those day-to-day issues. Also, my home
state of Virginia provides the main setting.
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The book features Alex-
andria and Richmond,
which are places I have
strong personal ties to.”

There is, however, one
significant difference be-
tween the two. While
Addison is downright
apathetic with regard to
religion, Gryboski’s Chris-
tian faith has always fu-
eled his professional jour-
ney.

“I began to write in my
free time back
in 2001,
when I was
in ninth
grade at Minnie Howard,
largely in response to the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks,”
Gryboski said. “After the trag-
edy, it was inspiring to see
people come together, to see
the rise in church atten-
dance, to see more of my
classmates saying the
Pledge of Allegiance. Then
it was a cynical downer to
see these trends reverse
course as the weeks went
by. The whole cycle in-
stilled in me a need to
make the world a better

place — to serve God and man through
literature. The September 11 terrorist at-
tacks always reminded me that even if I kept

my ideas to myself, some-
one out there would still
hate my guts.”

Released to the public
on Tuesday, March 26,
Gryboski approached “A
Spiral into Marvelous
Light” as a way for him
to serve both God and fel-
low man.

“In 2016, Dean Baquet,
[executive editor of The
New York Times] did an
interview with NPR, ex-
plaining how major new
media sources often don’t
really ‘get’ religion,” said
Gryboski, who is speak-
ing as an individual and

not as a representative of the news publi-
cation he works for. “I was really impressed
with that observation and how he wanted
to learn more. They say journalism is one
of the most secular fields, that individual
journalists are disproportionately
unreligious. I thought I could help a little
by shedding some light through fiction.”

According to a 2008 Pew Research Cen-
ter study that Gryboski encountered dur-
ing his research, only eight percent of jour-
nalists for national publications — and 14
percent of journalists for local publications
— regularly attended worship services.

Gryboski figured the best way for him to
analyze this phenomenon was to tell a rel-
evant story from the perspective of a jour-
nalist who distances himself from religion.

In “A Spiral into Marvelous Light,”
Addison chronicles the life and death of a
recently deceased public religious figure,
the fictional Reverend Sammy Milton — a
character that may have started to bubble
in Gryboski’s brain more than 10 years ago.

“The first event to ultimately inspire me
was in 2007, when [the famous Baptist pas-
tor and television evangelist] Jerry Falwell
died,” he said. “Originally, I didn’t have a
very high opinion of Falwell, but then I read
more about him. I was impressed with his
philanthropy. He had a reputation for hav-
ing a lot of friends and acquaintances. There
was a thought that he was loud, outspoken
and polarizing, but he was so much more.
As it turns out, a lot of these qualities went
into the character of Reverend Sammy
Milton.”

While not his first novel, “A Spiral into
Marvelous Light” is a little something dif-
ferent for Gryboski.

“My other novels tend to be more action-
packed,” Gryboski said. “This is technically
novel number eight, and I wanted some-
thing more centered on drama and emo-
tion — something more focused on the spiri-
tual, the historical, and the intellectual.
Another difference is the personal aspect. I
put a lot of my experiences as a journalist
and as an observer as well as a participant
in the ideological conflicts of modern
America into this story.”

 Despite that the novel fleshes out some
touchy topics, Gryboski wrote it as a book

Local author
produces “A Spiral
into Marvelous Light.”

Examining Confluence of Religion and Journalism

Michael Gryboski

People

At Work



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 11-17, 2019  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



8  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 11-17, 2019 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 11-17, 2019  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he Old Town Shop, a gift bou-
tique highlighting the historic
heritage of Alexandria, cel-
ebrated its second anniversary

with a weekend of special events culminat-
ing March 31.

Located at 105 South Union St., the re-
tail store opened in March of 2017 as the
vision of longtime resident Valerie Ianieri,
who sought to feature local artisan prod-
ucts and celebrate the city’s maritime heri-
tage.

“We are excited to have a shop that is
dedicated to promoting and celebrating the
charm and uniqueness of Old Town Alex-
andria,” said Ianieri, whose slogan for the
shop is “Where the past is your present.”

Ianieri commissioned custom designed
“OTX” and Old Town Alexandria branded
merchandise and features a variety of local
curated artisan products that are offered at
the Old Town Farmers Market in the sec-
tion of the store called Locals’ Alley. The

‘Where the Past Is Your Present’

The Old Town Shop owner Valerie Ianieri, left, poses
for a photo with Romanian tourists Lulia and Anca
Teodoru March 31 during the shop’s second anniver-
sary celebration.

Sales associate Emma Buch and owner Valerie Ianieri
sit in front of The Old Town Shop March 31 celebrat-
ing the store’s second anniversary.

Port is the section of the store that promotes
the history of Alexandria, known as The Port
City, with a representation of 12 state mile
markers to depict the historic importance

of the area.
The store also features regular events that

spotlight local vendors, writers and artisans.
“My focus is to preserve and promote the

history, creativity and culture of Alexandria
locals and the Commonwealth of Virginia,”
Ianieri added.

See www.theoldtownshop.com.

The Old Town Shop
celebrates second
anniversary.

Photos by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet

Sales associate Emma Buch, left, rings up the pur-
chases of Carol and David Brown of South Carolina
March 31 at The Old Town Shop.
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Learning about ‘Safe Place’
The city’s Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities Outreach Coordinator Michael Johnson has
been working to educate the community about Safe Place, a National program that assists youth in
crisis.ºParticipants at the Nannie J. Lee and Leonard “Chick” Armstrong Recreation Centers were awarded for
their work of celebrating National Safe Place Week. Participants watched a Safe Place Awareness video, com-
pleted worksheets as well as discussed what to do if they need help.º A total of 31 sites are currently available
throughout the city.º All the city’s recreation centers, libraries, and fire stations are locations that will provide a
safe place if a youth is in need.º The national 24-hour hotline number is 703-746-5400.ºFor more information
about Safe Place, contact Johnson at 703-746-5571.ºIf searching for summer adventure or afterschool availabil-
ity, contact the Department of Recreation at 703-746-5414.
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Preservation of
Hugo Black House
To the Editor:

In 1949 I moved with my family to Old Town
Alexandria and knew most of its residents from
my days delivering the Alexandria Gazette as
a youngster. As I recall, that is how I came to
know Justice Hugo Black who lived at a his-
toric home with an unusually large garden at
619 South Lee St.

Growing up in Old Town, from my earliest
youth I have been devoted to the cause of his-
toric preservation. In 1961, I was the first re-
cipient of a Bachelor of Architectural History,
awarded by the School of Architecture at the
University of Virginia. I went on to work at the
U.S. Department of the Interior where I co-
authored The Secretary of the Interior’s Stan-
dards for Historic Preservation Projects, which
are employed throughout the country for the
preservation and treatment of historic proper-
ties.

The current owners of the Hugo Black House
have proposed an extensive development
project on the property. Those plans will be
considered by the City Council on Saturday,
April 13.

Having reviewed the plans, I would like to
clearly state that, in my view, the proposed
construction project at the Hugo Black House
property does not reflect or support the goals
and intent of the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation as expressed by
me and Gary L. Hume as co-authors of the

Letters to the Editor

original version of the Standards. Nor do I be-
lieve the plans are compatible with either the
Hugo Black House and setting, nor the Old
Town neighborhood.

The house is a site of national importance
because Justice Black was instrumental in de-
segregating American schools and extending
the protections of the Bill of Rights to all Ameri-
cans. In 1969 the Virginia Historic Landmarks
Commission certified the property as an His-
toric Landmark. It is one of the most impor-
tant historic sites in the City of Alexandria.

I therefore wish to add my voice to those of
the Historic Alexandria Resources Commission,
Historic Alexandria Foundation, the Alexandria
Association, the Old Town Civic Association,
the Northern Virginia Conservation Council,
Preservation Virginia, and others who have
called on the City Council to reject the current
development plan for the Hugo Black House
and property.

W. Brown Morton III
Architectural Conservator

The author is professor emeritus, Department of His-
toric Preservation, University of Mary Washington.

Spend Taxes Wisely
To the Editor:

With regard to the proposed FY 2020 bud-
get for the City of Alexandria, I am very much
against the announced policy of converting
consultant positions in the IT department to
full-time positions. Full-time salary positions

bring with them reduced flexibility in staffing
decisions and an undefined obligation for re-
tirement and medical benefits. It behooves the
City of Alexandria to spend its taxpayer dol-
lars very carefully. IT skills decay rapidly and
outsourcing provides protection for the city in
terms of ability to bring new skills into the
department at short notice when technology
changes, which it does and very quickly.

A similar argument can be made with respect
to janitorial/custodial positions in ACPS. The
fact that ACPS has not managed to implement
this outsourcing does not mean that it is not
desirable. Please do not allow inertia to deter-
mine policy on this issue.

I also urge the City Council to use plain En-
glish when discussing budget issues. In par-
ticular, the term “affordable” housing is a eu-
phemism for taxpayer-subsidized housing.
Please call it what it is.

I am very much opposed to such taxpayer
subsidies whether direct or indirect, because
it distorts the wages that are/should be paid
to workers in the city.

When workers are subsidized, it is the em-
ployer that benefits, not the employee. The
employer gets to pay less for workers, thus in-
creasing his profit margin and squeezing the
worker.

The City of Alexandria should not be in the
business of picking and choosing winners and
losers in this way. I urge you to call a halt to
subsidized housing.

Janet L. Bates
Alexandria
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Thoughtless
Bureaucracy?
To the Editor:

The city is putting up new parking
direction signs in Old Town. Have
you seen the new one on Queen
Street? If not, that is possibly because
they put it behind a tree. Not behind
the leaves, but behind a 4-foot tree
trunk. Well it’s only behind a tree if
you are stopped at the stop sign. If
you are midway down the block and
at the elevation of a London double
decker bus, it’s OK.

Of course I was surprised to find
the 3x5 foot sign towering 15 feet
above street level in front of my
house on a 100 percent residential
block. So were my neighbors. To date
no neighbor ever recalls being told
of this billboard’s arrival by the city’s
bureaucrats. Is this sign going to help
direct people to parking? No. I would

And on the other side ….

Another
Bad Decision
To The Editor:

The March 28 article on zoning and the
halal slaughter house shows we have a re-
ally gutless, spineless City Council, that was
completely suckered on this issue. Council-
ors Pepper and Seifeldein are particularly
deserving of contempt. If Pepper did not like
this particular land-use, she should have
voted against, it is that simple.

Councilor Seifeldein reasoning is false
and legally very weak. He seems to not com-
prehend it is a slaughterhouse. It is not a
mosque, church, temple, synagogue, semi-
nary or basilica. It is a privately owned, for
profit slaughter house with a particular
business model. That is far from the intent
of the Religious Land Use and Institution-
alized Persons Act of 2000. The Act deals
with the religious rights of prisoners and
allows religious institutions a way to avoid
zoning and landmark laws. It will serve
customers not prisoners. So now a slaugh-
ter house in an industrial park is a land-
mark.

Many years back, there was a similar zon-
ing case with a privately owned, for profit
Christian day school in Fairfax County. The
school was located in an industrial park and
contended they were not subject to various
zoning and safety regulations because it was
a school based on Christian theology. Ulti-
mately they lost. This situation is not dis-
tinctly different. Both are privately owned,
for profit businesses. Thus, the council was
suckered. Only two members showed any

spine. Also, where was our city attorney on
this issue? Where is the religious freedom
question Seifeldein was hiding behind? This
another example in a long line of very poor
council decisions.

The bottom line is the slaughter house is
simply a poor idea that should have never
been permitted.

William L. Blumberg
Alexandria

whether to convert this monument to
thoughtless bureaucracy to a basketball
hoop or post my own ideas of signs for
where the city can go.

The council needs to exercise meaning-
ful oversight on careless city bureaucrats.

Dan Hazelwood
Alexandria

More Letters

Decisions,
Decisions ...
To the Editor:

This latest fiasco over the location of the
slaughter house pinpoints one vital point:
We are the victims of our decisions at the
voting booths. What makes this issue so
important is that with a slight change to
the way we cast our ballots in November,
we could have a much better outcome at
adjudicating issues before the City Coun-
cil.

In my opinion, eliminating the “At Large”
system of City Council representation would
greatly improve the fairness of the process.
Replacing it with the Ward system would
offer every voting citizen in Alexandria an
ability to vote for someone who  under-
stands and represents the issues within their
own neighborhood, and would be working
to solve them, rather than being beholden
to no one, which is the present situation.

See Letters,  Page 17

be in favor of that, but literally you will not
notice this sign unless you live on the block.
I notice it, because it partially obscures the
views from the windows in my house. This
billboard reduces the value of every house
on the block.

The sign on one side give directions. On
the other? It’s blank. Yep, a blank billboard.
Just what Old Town needed. I can’t decide
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News

T
he Alexandria Repub-
lican City Committee’s
(ARCC’s) April meet-
ing focused on the

city’s proposals for reducing the
number of driving lanes on Semi-
nary Road, a busy east-west route
in Alexandria, in order to add bi-
cycle lanes. Though the road is
already considered safe by the lo-
cal residents, ARCC Chairman
Sean Lenehan expressed concern
that significant changes could be
made in spite of overwhelming
community opposition, as with the
recent City Council approval of the
poultry slaughterhouse.

Linda App, ARCC member who
had attended a recent city-spon-
sored Open House event on the
project, gave a presentation on the
alternatives being proposed by the
city, and explained the city’s deci-
sion process and deadline for com-
ments. Other members expressed
concern for the impact of lane re-
duction on: emergency vehicles’
response times, traffic flow, and
the increased dangers of mixing
vehicles and bicycles. Members
also criticized aggressive bicyclist
behavior and the perceived new

city preference for bi-
cycles over cars in this
densely-populated area.

Lenehan said, “This is
not a Republican or
Democrat issue. This is a
community issue. Most
of us don’t or can’t ride
bikes to get to work and
run errands. Families
can’t travel by bicycle.
We need practical solu-
tions, not social-engi-
neering to end the use of
cars.”

Michael Clinkscale, a
recent candidate for Al-
exandria City Council,
announced his candi-
dacy for the Virginia
House of Delegates, Dis-
trict 45. He spoke of his
message of indepen-
dence for every indi-
vidual, and that “the
only limits we have are
those we put on our-
selves.”

ARCC (at
www.alexgop.org ) is the local
branch of the national Republi-
can Party. The Commonwealth

GOP Members Take Stand on Seminary Road Proposals

ARCC members and guests show their support for keeping Seminary Road’s four lanes for car
traffic. Kneeling: Linda App and Bill Cleveland. Standing: Susie Miller, Eileen Brackens (CRWC
president), Michaelm Clinkscale, Linda Greenberg, Pete Benavage, Kevin Dunne, Patrick
Benitez, Andrew Lund (AAYR chairman), George Croft, Sean Lenehan (ARCC chairman), Gregory
Fanning, Lou Miller, Ron Kirby, and Laurie Kirby.

Republican Women’s Club
(CRWC) is the Alexandria chap-
ter of the National Federation of

Republican Women. More infor-
mation is available at
www.alexandriacrwc.org . Alex-

andria Area Young Republicans
(AAYR) can be found at
www.alexyrs.org.
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Sports

T
he T.C. Williams frosh women’s
eight took second at the Walter
Mess Regatta on Saturday, April 6,

its women’s second eight took third, and a
women’s varsity double won gold at the
Occoquan Reserve.

Turtles sunned on branches and a light
breeze was blowing as dozens of boats
swept by in the Virginia Scholastic Rowing
Association’s first regatta of the season.
Parking was at overflow as usual as hun-
dreds of people arrived to cheer on the row-
ers.

T.C. Williams fielded 14 boats, a sign of
the depth of the T.C. team.

The women’s frosh eight’s second place
finish came with a time of 5:50.20.
Wakefield had a time of 5:41.9; Washing-
ton & Lee was third, with a time of 5:52.13.
The frosh eight was coming off a win at the
Noxontown Regatta at St. Andrews School,
where the number of contenders was
smaller and neither Wakefield nor Washing-
ton & Lee had competed.

“We were really nervous about facing
them,” said coxswain Maddy Glanz. “But we
were strong all the way through and all the
rowers tried their best, even with Lake
Braddock crawling up on us at the end.”

“I’m excited to see if we can crawl up on
Wakefield and give them a run for their
money,” she added.

Women’s lightweight eight came in
fourth, with a time of 5:50.67.

A women’s varsity double with Maggie
Coombs and Grace Wilmore took first with
a time of 5:58.10, topping doubles from
Mount Vernon and Forest Park. It was the
first race for the team.

“Going into the race, man, I was scared

of a lot,” said Coombs. “We didn’t really
know what our competition was like, but
when we saw them, they didn’t look too
menacing.”

The T.C. Williams 2 eight took third with
a time of 5:46.26, behind McLean with a
time of 5:39.47. Whitman was first with a
time of 5:33.40.

TC Women’s Frosh Eight Place Second

The T.C. Williams women’s frosh eight placed second at the Walter Mess Regatta on Saturday, April 6. The
lineup in the women’s frosh eight includes: Maddie Glanz (cox), Shevlin Jaffe, Zoe Lutzker, Nikki Harris,
Taylor Motsinger, Ella Scontras, Violet Knott, Maile Organek, and Sofia Landivar.

The T.C. Williams men’s 4th eight took
fourth, and the men’s first four came in sixth
in their races, respectively. T.C. Williams
fielded two women’s novice boats. The
men’s novice boat was fifth in a field of 15.

Next week, the rowers return to Occoquan
for the Darrell Winslow Regatta.
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See More Photos & Floor Plans at www.partnersinrealestate.com

Licensed Brokers in DC, VA & MD

OPEN SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 1-4 PM
Dir:  GW Pkwy. S. from Old Town, R on Tulane & follow Partners Signs.

David W. Spires
703-765-3500 • Cell: 703-850-4256

 Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789 • Cell: 703-472-7713 

7121 Marine Drive, 

Alexandria, VA  22307 

$1,125,000 
*Resplendent Marlan Heights Offering *An All-
Brick, Custom Design built in 1982 *Captivating 
Circular Hardwood Staircase features Silk Wall 
Panels and Tiered Chandelier *Striking Formal 
Living and Dining Rooms *Multiple casual areas 
include Sunroom and Den *Enormous Kitchen 
with room for expansion *Elegant Master Suite with Fireplace, Sitting area and unique ceiling has 
a Private Balcony at the Rear Elevation *Three Bedrooms*Three Full Baths*Three Fireplaces.

 7508 Park Terrace Drive, 

Alexandria, VA  22307 

$950,000
*Located in Community of Villamay 
* Terrific Curb Appeal – Manicured Landscape 
*Enormous Lot backing to Fairfax County 
Park *Five Bedrooms – 3.5 Remodeled/
Upgraded Baths *New Island Kitchen with 
large Breakfast Area *Formal Entry Foyer, Living and Dining Rooms *Three Finished Levels 
*Oversized Rear Garage *Hardwoods throughout *Two Masonry fireplaces

7920 Bainbridge Road,

 Alexandria, VA  22308 

$775,000
*Fully Updated All-Brick Rambler in Hollin Hall Village 
*3 Bedrooms *3 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths *Main Lev.  Hardwoods 
*Recessed Lighting *Generous Living Rm w/Stacked-Stone 
Fireplace *Remodeled Kitchen w/Stainless Appliances, 
Quartz Counters & Slide-Out Pantry *Dining Area *Large Main 
Lev. Family Room w/Recessed Tray Ceiling, Cove Lighting & French Doors to Rear Side Deck *Main Lev. Laundry 
*Hall Tub Bath w/Linen Closet *Master BR w/Full Tub Shower Bath *Lower Lev. Rec Rm w/Wet Bar/Laundry area 
& Powder Rm *Lower Lev. BR w/Full en Suite Shower Bath  *A GEM! Directions:  From Old Town, GW Parkway 
South, R. on Morningside, L. on Fort Hunt Rd., R. on Paul Springs Parkway, L. on Bainbridge to 7920 on Right.

43547 Butler Place,

 Leesburg, VA  20176 

$1,100,000 
*On the Golf Course in popular River 
Creek - Backs to 11th Fairway *One-
Owner Mitchell & Best All-Brick Beauty 
featuring Westport II (bumpout model) *Six 
Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths *Finished Walkout 
Basement with Custom Wet Bar *Enormous Unfinished Storage Room *Hardwoods, Six 
Panel Doors, Recessed Lighting, Numerous Mouldings, Transom Windows and Doors 
*Unique Rear Vestibule from Garage into residence *Designer Island Kitchen with all the 
Bells and Whistles *Almost 900 sq.ft. Master Suite  - The List goes on and on! 

8605 Village Way, Unit A, 

Alexandria 22309 

 $175,000
*Ground Level One Story Home 
*Three Bedrooms *Two Full Baths 
*Stack Washer/Dryer in Unit 
*Separate Dining Area *Large Walk-
in  Master Closet *Large Windows – 
Good Natural Light *Private Patio

6896 Deer Run Drive, 

Alexandria, VA  22306 

$2,300 per Month
Contemporary 3 BR 2.5 Bath 
Townhouse with Sliding Glass 
Doors to Deck and Fenced 
Back Yard overlooking Huntly 
Meadows Park. Very good move 
in condition.
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News

$28,200 for Rebuilding Together
Burke & Herbert Bank is donating $28,200 to Rebuilding Together DC-
Alexandria, a non-profit organization that repairs and rebuilds homes
free of cost for those in need, including the elderly, persons with dis-
abilities, military veterans, and families with children. The award is
being made as part of Burke & Herbert Bank’s “Hundreds for Homes”
program, which was promoted during Washington Capitals games tele-
vised by NBC Sports Washington. For every goal and every hat trick
scored by the Washington Capitals during the regular season, Burke &
Herbert Bank pledged to donate $100 to Rebuilding Together DC-Alexan-
dria. This season, the Capitals scored 278 goals and 4 hat tricks, bring-
ing the total donation amount to $28,200.

Fatal House Fire
The Alexandria Fire Department re-

sponded to a structure fire in the 300 block
of S Pitt Street on Wednesday, April 10,
12:34 a.m. Upon arrival units saw fire show-
ing on the second floor of a two-story
townhouse, according to an Alexandria Fire-
EMS tweet. Units extinguished the fire and
rescued a male occupant. A second occu-
pant was found dead in a second floor bed-
room.
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A West Virginia man and an Alexandria
man pleaded guilty Tuesday, April 2, to con-
spiracy to distribute heroin in and around
Northern Virginia.

According to court documents, Rodney
Malcolm Livengood, 57, of Martinsburg,
and Nicholas George March, 28, of Alexan-
dria, conspired to obtain heroin from
sources of supply in Baltimore and bring it
back to Sterling for distribution to users.
After the narcotics were packaged for indi-
vidual sale, Livengood and March delivered
the heroin to users in Loudoun and Fairfax
counties.

Livengood and March each pleaded guilty
to conspiracy to distribute 100 grams or
more of heroin and distribution of a con-
trolled drug and face a mandatory mini-
mum of five years in prison and a maxi-
mum penalty of 60 years in prison when

sentenced on June 28.
Actual sentences for federal crimes are

typically less than the maximum penalties.
A federal district court judge will determine
any sentence after taking into account the
U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and other statu-
tory factors.

Pleads Guilty to Heroin Distribution

From Page 12

Letters to the Editor

Unfortunately, this solution is just not in
the cards, as it faces too many political
hurdles, none of which are easily overcome.

Therefore, the impetus for all issues be-
fore our City Council rests exclusively upon
the votes of our six council members and
mayor. Unfortunately, the four new faces on
City Council have had little to no experi-
ence in advocating for the critical issues
facing them each month. That means that
we must therefore live with decision mak-
ing that is not informed by experience, a
case in point being the recent slaughter-
house decision. If citizens are upset with
this decision, they only have themselves to

blame, and must live with their voting
choices. Those citizens who are upset about
poor City Council decisions must express
this concern to them.  If the council chooses
to remain unresponsive, citizens have sev-
eral choices, one of which is to run for City
Council themselves, and another is to vote
the incumbents out of office.

Still another choice is more draconian —
they can move to a community with a more
responsive and representative form of gov-
ernment.

Your decisions have consequences, Alex-
andria!

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria
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See Bulletin,  Page 22

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon,
at least two weeks before event.

DONATIONS WANTED
Umbrella Drive. For those struggling to pay for

rent or food, an umbrella can be a luxury. The
Church of St. Clement, 1701 N. Quaker Lane, is
collecting umbrellas during the month of April
for neighbors in need. The umbrellas will be
given to local nonprofits for distribution. Email
office@saintclement.org or call 703-998-6166
for more.

CAMPS
Spring Break Camp. Monday-Friday, April 15-

19, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The Jerome “Buddie”
Ford Nature Center is offering its Annual Spring
Break Camp for children 6-10 years old, camp
includes adventures including woodland hikes,
live animal interactions, fishing, field trips, and
more. Registration is open and space is limited.
The fee is $355 and includes all snacks,
materials, and field trips. To register, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/webtrac and use Activity
#379800-01.

Alexandria Archaeology Summer Camp.
Monday-Friday, July 15-19, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Help City archaeologists excavate a real
archaeological site and preserve Alexandria’s
historic resources. Campers will learn
professional excavating, recording, and artifact
processing methods at the Shuter’s Hill
archaeology site. Applications must be
submitted through
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org. Registration is
limited, and all applications are processed on a
first come, first served basis. The week-long
camp is $400 with available scholarships.

Del Ray Artisans 2019 Art Camp. Youth ages
8-14 are invited to spend one week (July 15-19
or July 22-26) learning and creating through a
variety of art skills and methodologies, followed

Bulletin Board

Free Cone Day
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne serves up a
scoop of ice cream as part of Ben &
Jerry’s Free Cone Day April 9 in
Old Town. The annual event col-
lected tips and donations for The
Child and Family Network Centers,
an Alexandria nonprofit providing
education and other services to at-
risk children and their families.
Other guest servers included Police
Chief Michael Brown, Vice Mayor
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, City
Councilmembers Amy Jackson and
Mo Seifeldein, School Board mem-
bers Meagan Alderton and Jacinta
Greene, City Coordinator for Early
Education Michelle Smith-Howard,
Deputy City Managers Debra
Collins and Laura Triggs and ACPS
Director of School Business and
Community Partnerships Kurt
Huffman. See www.cfnc-online.org.
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News

See No City An Island,  Page 21

By Dan Brendel

Gazette Packet

C
ity Council adopted a resolution
affirming its “commitment to
regionalism,” the first such for
malized local pledge from

within the metropolitan area, but with little
in the way of specifics.

The resolution says the region’s myriad
municipalities weave into a common eco-
nomic, social and ecological tapestry. They
share “interconnected and often interdepen-
dent networks of streets, roads, bridges,
sidewalks, bicycle paths, and transit sys-
tems, as well as sanitary sewer, stormwater
and water infrastructure.”

It follows that the city “recognizes the
interests for the good of the region are of-
ten paramount compared to the interests
of an individual jurisdiction. … The city …
pledges its best efforts and faithful coop-
eration in working with other jurisdictions
and regional bodies … in addressing re-
gional issues, and designing and implement-
ing regional policies and plans.”

“Regionalism is more a concept [and ‘a
guiding principle’] than a formal program,”
said City Manager Mark Jinks in a memo.
“Regionalism means considering and adopt-
ing the best policies for the region, and not
just those policies that may be best for one’s
own locality.”

 “We have to realize we’re a piece of a
bigger puzzle,” said Councilman Canek
Aguirre, who’s championed regionalism
since his term began. “We might be a small
jurisdiction, but we have a lot of influence,
and this is a clear example of … [our] help-
ing to lead.”

Aguirre says that, even though local poli-
ticians ultimately answer to local constitu-
ents, regional issues need attention too. He
sees the resolution as helping to induce a
more regionally collaborative culture in
Alexandria, as well as “sending a signal to
other jurisdictions.”

For example, he wants localities to pitch
in on shared advertising campaign along
inter-jurisdictional transportation routes,
urging people to participate in the upcom-
ing decennial census. He also sees cut-
through traffic in Alexandria neighbor-
hoods, a common complaint from residents,
stemming largely from passing-through re-
gional commuters, the volume of which
Alexandria ultimately exercises little con-
trol.

Chuck Bean, executive director of the
Metropolitan Washington Council of Gov-
ernments, says his organization “supports
efforts like this by its members that empha-
size the need to collaborate on regional is-
sues.” The Council of Governments, a non-

Council says regional interests
sometimes outweigh local interests.

No City an Island?

Map sources: U.S. Census Bureau; ACS 2013-2017 5-year estimates, Table B08303; Esri;

City of Alexandria, GIS Open Data Hub.

A Metropolitan Division is a subset of a Metropolitan Statistical Area,
which federal agencies use for statistical purposes. An area and its
divisions comprise a highly populated urban area “having a high degree
of social and economic integration with the [urban] core as measured
through commuting ties,” according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
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News

From Page 1

space essentially boil down to three: (1)
expand the current T.C. Williams High
School, a disfavored option thus far; (2)
build another stand-alone high school; or
(3) create a network of smaller sites, but
kept under one T.C. Williams banner.

Superintendent Dr. Gregory Hutchings
recommended the third, dubbed the “Con-
nected High School Network,” which would
have precluded the second, at least for the
foreseeable future. In a January vote, the
School Board half-stepped in his direction,
authorizing new construction at T.C.’s
Minnie Howard ninth grade campus; expan-
sion of the existing high school satellite pro-
gram at the administration’s central office
building; and implementation of an early
college program, which would have stu-

dents attend classes at Northern Virginia
Community College.

But some School Board members weren’t
entirely convinced that constituents clearly
understood the choices, or that Hutchings
had exhausted the possibility of a second
comprehensive high school. In a split 5-4
vote, they explicitly left that option on the
table, pending more detailed “comparative
cost-benefit analysis.”

While that analysis isn’t due for School
Board consideration until September, the
administration will publish initial High
School Project programming and site op-
tions on Friday, April 19. The School Board
will discuss those initial options the follow-
ing Thursday, April 25.

Land availability and cost depend in large
part on building size requirements. The
current T.C. Williams facility totals 460,000

square feet — the largest high school in
Virginia. Hutchings reckons a second stand-
alone campus would require a facility nearly
as large — nearly 410,000 square feet —
ºfor 2,100 students. That would cost an es-
timated $216 million, 82 percent over the
city’s current budgeted amount. He expects
multiple smaller campuses would be easier
to find land for, and also cheaper to buy or
lease.

In December, the city government sug-
gested some 15 sites or areas large enough
to warrant study, according to Mignon An-
thony, the schools’ COO. Those included,
according to city spokesperson Craig Fifer
in January: Landmark Mall, currently un-
der redevelopment planning; Eisenhower
East; the parking lot adjacent to Regal Cin-
emas Theater in Potomac Yard; a recreation
field and wooded area near Francis

Hammond Middle School; soccer fields at
Simpson Stadium Park; a dog park near
Beatley Library; and a commercial ware-
house near the Van Dorn Station Shopping
Center.

Specific programming the new high
school solution would offer is also still un-
der development. The schools administra-
tion is launching an outreach campaign for
TC students to give input to the process,
including through social media. The cam-
paign, called “Titans Connected,” will last
the next two months and intends to build
on student-centered focus groups that took
place last fall.

“It’s still important to acknowledge that
there are a lot of students who don’t know
about what’s going on,” said Ewan Thomp-
son, a student representative to the School
Board.

ACPS To Release Potential Site Options for High School Expansion

they can advance Douglas
MacArthur by two years. They also
reckon the re-use plan avoids the
need for a new campus entirely —
at least over the next decade —
saving $60 million earmarked for
that project. They’d divert that
money to meet rising costs for
other capital projects, especially
high school capacity expansion
slated for FY 2020-2021.

With its retooled swing space
plan, staff foresee delaying the old
Patrick Henry demolition by four
years. They say they only need
swing space for MacArthur, not for
subsequent school rebuilds.

But many in the surrounding
West End community feel rail-
roaded by the relatively sudden
change of plans. They’ve expressed
concerns about what they see as
rushed and superficial community
engagement; lack of trust in reas-
surances that the new four-year
timeframe won’t extend again in
the future; exacerbation of traffic
congestion and poor mitigation
and enforcement by the city gov-
ernment; exacerbation of parking
unavailability, including from ad-
ditional teachers, buses and par-
ents driving to and from the
doubled-up school site.

More than 550 people signed a
petition opposing re-use of the old
Patrick Henry building, said Mary
Brazier, president of the Patrick
Henry PTA. According to the peti-
tion: “Patrick Henry School and
the surrounding neighborhood
have already endured a difficult
construction process [over the past
few years] which put stress on the
entire community and limited stu-
dents’ outdoor play opportunities.”

School Board Approves Swing Space Plan
“It seems like this was presented

as a fait accompli [an already done
deal],” said Joel Finkelstein, a
nearby homeowner, at a March 20
town hall with school officials.
“How were you not thinking about
[reusing the old building] for mul-
tiple years? It is shocking and it is
not what we want from municipal
management.”

“I don’t see a whole lot of time
to do a proper feasibility study. …
I know how government runs
around here, it’s slow and ineffi-
cient,” said homeowner Kellen
Patterson. “This would have been
a brilliant idea if it was thought
about ahead of time and had the
foresight and the proper commu-
nication and proper planning.
Now it just feels rushed and … ad
hoc.”

“We’ve always been concerned
that the city and [school system]
have been short-sighted. … Why
not take the time and invest that
$60 million in a swing space
school which will also add capac-
ity?” said homeowner Keith Kruse.
“Our concern is [that] this is go-
ing to become the permanent
swing space [for multiple school
reconstructions]. … I know you’ve
told us that that’s not the plan, and
I appreciate that, but it’s not you,
it’s the city, we don’t trust them.”

“We realize it’s a really big deal
and it’s a huge inconvenience,”
said Superintendent Dr. Gregory
Hutchings. “We would not take
advantage of saying, well, now this
is our swing space forever. … [But]
we have to make a decision, … is
it worth still moving forward, even
if the community said no?”

“I’m just as frustrated as you are,
in terms of why it wasn’t thought
of earlier,” said Mignon Anthony,

the schools’ COO.
Hutchings defended

repurposing funds that would’ve
gone to building new swing space

elsewhere, saying last Thursday:
“We are going to have to ask the
city for more money in the future
[to address rising capital costs].

But … the city is not a bottomless
pit … to just keep building all of
these schools and swing spaces
when we call ….”

The School Board decided to repurpose the old Patrick Henry building (white
outline) as a temporary “swing space,” in order to accelerate the rebuilding of
Douglas MacArthur Elementary School. Delaying the old building’s demolition
until MacArthur completes will also delay the construction of new athletic
fields and parking for the new Patrick Henry School, which opened in January.
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News

By Dan Brendel

Gazette Packet

T
he city government would like
the state General Assembly to
modernize and expand local
governments’ taxing authority,

but doubts sufficient political will exists to
support such an expansion.

During the annual budget process, city
staff publicly answer questions posed by
City Council, in order to help the council
make informed budget decisions. Recently,
Councilman Canek Aguirre asked: “What
are the possibilities of advocating for more
local authority in regards to city revenue
generation? What are our options in terms
of a potential progressive tax, income tax
or other revenue generation?”

City staff responded: “Increased local
taxing authority is highly desirable to bol-
ster the long-term fiscal viability of the City
and other Virginia municipalities. Virginia
local tax authority is based on a 19th and
early 20th century property based farm-
ing and industrial economy and not a 21st
century service economy. For example, Vir-
ginia localities should have access to the
State income tax as do Maryland localities.
Also, the State sales tax does not tax the

service economy which now represents a
far larger segment of consumer purchases
….

“… The Dillon Rule, which the Virginia
Supreme Court adopted in 1896, is a legal
principle that local governments have lim-
ited authority and can pass ordinances only
in areas where the General Assembly has
granted clear authority. …

“Any proposals that advocate for local tax-
ing authority that is specific to Alexandria
would be considered ‘special legislation’ and
requires a supermajority two-thirds vote of
each house of the General Assembly to pass.
As a result, even if the General Assembly
majority parties change in 2019 and a less
anti-tax political atmosphere occurs, any
expansion of local taxing authority would
likely need to be applicable to all Virginia
cities and/or counties …. In order for that
to occur, there would need to be a state-
wide coalition/interest ….

“Any additional local taxing, such as a
progressive or income tax, authority might
come with the requirement of a local refer-
endum, as was the case in the 1980s when
a local income tax for transportation and
education was authorized, but by local ref-
erendum only. No locality initiated the re-
gional referendum as it was assumed that

such referendum would result in a ‘no’ vote.
…”

Individual income taxes comprise the
largest single major revenue sources for
both the Commonwealth of Virginia and the
federal government. Virginia has four in-
come tax brackets, ranging from 2 percent
for taxable income less than $3,000 to 5.75
percent for taxable income over $17,000.
The federal government has 7 tax brackets,
ranging from 10 percent for income less
than $9,500 to 37 percent for income over
$500,000 (filing single). Alexandria, for
which residential real property comprises
largest single major revenue source, taxes
that property at a flat (regressive) rate on
assessed value, as required by state law.

But rather than taxing more valuable
property at progressively higher rates, Al-
exandria provides progressive tax exemp-
tions to lower-income seniors and persons
with disabilities, also as allowed by state
law. There are three brackets of exemption,
ranging from 25 percent when the annual
gross income from all sources is between
$55,000 and $72,000 to 100 percent when
gross income does not exceed $40,000.

For all budget questions and answers, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/budget/info/
FY20Memos.

City government says state restrictions on city tax authority outdated.
Hamstrung Local Tax Authority?

profit, serves as a kind of clearing-
house for local governments to share
information and maintain relation-
ships.

However, Alexandria’s resolution
doesn’t create or recommend any new
specific regional policies or mecha-
nisms.

While no comprehensive legislature
exists between the state and local lev-
els of government, a variety of subject-
specific regional governance bodies al-
ready exist — especially related to
transportation. Their governing boards
generally comprise representatives
from amongst local legislatures, or
their appointees. Though limited in
purview, they variously exercise
policymaking, spending/borrowing or
regulatory authority, and/or control
public assets. Examples include the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority (appointments via the North-
ern Virginia Transportation Commis-
sion); the National Capital Regional
Transportation Planning Board; the
Northern Virginia Transportation Au-
thority; the Northern Virginia Regional
Park Authority; and the Northern Vir-
ginia Juvenile Detention Center.

No City
An Island?
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-214-8384 Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

*The Northern Virginia District meeting will serve as the required joint public meeting with the Northern Virgin-
ia Transportation Authority, the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission, the Virginia Railway Express,
and the CTB per § 33.2-214.3 of the Code of Virginia.

Beginning at 3 p.m. (except in Northern Virginia and Fredericksburg, which will begin at 5 p.m.), there will 
also be an open house with information and opportunities for public feedback on the statewide, multimod-

and will cover the vision and goals for the plan as well as information on the required statewide multimodal 
Needs Assessment. More information can be found at www.VTrans.org or via email at comment@vtrans.org. 
There is no formal hearing for the VTrans open house. 

You can also submit your comments via email or mail by May 27, 2019, to: 

For roads and highways: Six-YearProgram@VDOT.Virginia.gov, or Infrastructure Investment Director, Virginia 
Department of Transportation, 1401 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23219. 

For rail and public transportation: DRPTPR@drpt.virginia.gov
of Rail and Public Transportation, 600 East Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond, VA 23219. 

-

-

Thursday, April 11, 2019 
Lynchburg District  

Holiday Inn Lynchburg 
601 Main St. 

Lynchburg, VA 24504

Monday, April 15, 2019 
Hampton Roads District 

Auditorium 
7511 Burbage Drive 

Monday, April 22, 2019 
Staunton District  

Blue Ridge Community College 
Plecker Center for  

Continuing Education 
One College Lane 

Weyers Cave, VA 24486 

Tuesday, April 23, 2019 
Bristol District 

Southwest Virginia  
Higher Education Center 
One Partnership Circle 
Abingdon, VA 24210

Thursday, April 25, 2019 
Richmond District 

Richmond Marriott - Short Pump 
4240 Dominion Boulevard 

Glen Allen, VA 23060

Monday, May 6, 2019 
Culpeper District  

Culpeper District Auditorium 
1601 Orange Road 
Culpeper, VA 22701

Tuesday, May 7, 2019 
Salem District  

Holiday Inn Tanglewood 
4468 Starkey Road 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Thursday, May 9, 2019 
Fredericksburg District  

James Monroe High School 
2300 Washington Avenue 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

**meeting begins at 6 p.m. 

Monday, May 13, 2019 
NOVA District 

Potomac Conference Room 
4975 Alliance Drive 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

**meeting begins at 6 p.m. 

Public Meetings 
Funding the Right Transportation Projects 

You are invited to share comments on transportation projects that have been recommended for funding in the 
FY2020-2025  Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP). Additionally, pursuant to §33.2-202, comments will be 
accepted for new projects valued in excess of $25 million.  Hearings held in Northern Virginia and Fredericks-
burg will also provide opportunity for input on the I-95 Corridor Improvement Plan. The Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board (CTB) will consider your comments as it develops the FY2020-2025 Six-Year Improvement 
Program. The program allocates public funds to highway, road, bridge, rail, bicycle, pedestrian, and public 
transportation projects. All federally eligible projects in the SYIP will be included in the Statewide Transporta-
tion Improvement Program to document how Virginia will obligate its federal funds.  Meeting materials will be 
available at http://www.ctb.virginia.gov/planning/springmeetings/default.asp beginning April 11, 2019.

Public hearings begin at 4 p.m. in each of the locations except as noted below: 

A formal comment period will be held at these meetings. 

From Page 18

by a one-day gallery show. All art
supplies and snacks are provided.
$325 ($300 before June 1) per child.
Scholarships may be available upon
request. Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.DelRayArtisans.org/event/art-
camp-2019 for more.

FRIDAY/APRIL 12
Nomination Deadline. The

Alexandria Commission on Aging
(COA) is seeking nominations for its
annual Excellence in Aging Awards
Reception on Tuesday, May 14 at
5:30 p.m. in the Vola Lawson Lobby
in City Hall, 301 King St. The COA,
which advocates for the needs of
Alexandria seniors, uses the awards
to honor individuals — regardless of
age — as well as an organization,
that have provided service to older
Alexandrians or demonstrated
superior contributions in advancing
issues and projects that favorably
affect older Alexandrians. Visit
alexandriava.gov/aging for
nomination information or call
Debbie Ludington at 703-746-5694.

Submission Deadline: Fair
Housing Month Poster. 5 p.m.
The City is hosting the fourth annual
Fair Housing Poster Contest to
educate young people about how fair
housing laws protect everyone
against illegal housing
discrimination. All Alexandria
students in grades K-5 are eligible to
enter the contest. Entries must be
original artwork and represent this
year’s theme, “Fair Housing Lives in
Alexandria.” The top three winners of
the poster contest will be chosen by a
panel of Office of Housing staff on
April 25. To submit entries for the
poster contest, call the Office of
Housing at 703-746-4990 or visit
alexandriava.gov/Housing.

SATURDAY/APRIL 13
Boating Safety Classes. 7:30 a.m.-5

p.m. at the Washington Farm United
Methodist Church, 3921 Old Mill
Road. Prepare for boating season by
taking one of the Boating Safety
classes offered by U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary Flotilla 25-08. Virginia,
Maryland, and the District of
Columbia have varying requirements
for boaters before they may legally
operate certain motorized vessels on
their respective waterways. Register
with Jeff Burt at jdburt@verizon.net
or 703-307-6482.

Volunteers Wanted. 9-11 a.m. The
City of Alexandria’s Department of
Transportation and Environmental
Services (T&ES), in conjunction with
the Alice Ferguson Foundation, will
host a Potomac River Watershed
Cleanup site in the city. The
Stormwater Management Division
and Resource Recovery Division, part
of T&ES, will host one site this year,
in Four Mile Run Park at the end of
3700 Commonwealth Avenue.
Volunteers must RSVP to Wisdom
Gbediame at
wisdom.gbediame@alexandriava.gov.
For more locations in Alexandria and
the region, visit the Potomac River
Watershed Cleanup at
trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/
search/advanced.

City Council Public Hearing
Meeting. 9:30 a.m. City Hall,
Council Chamber, 301 King St.
Contact City Clerk’s Office,
gloria.sitton@alexandriava.gov, 703-
746-4550.

TUESDAY/APRIL 16
Waterfront Commission Meeting.

7:30 a.m. City Hall, Sister Cities
Room 1101, 301 King St. Contact
Jack Browand,
jack.browand@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5504.

Comment Deadline. The Residential
Permit Parking (RPP) Program is
being reviewed and the city is
looking for feedback on potential
options. Provide thoughts on
potential options for the issues being
reviewed under the RPP Refresh
Project (posted restrictions, permit
fees/limits, and process) using the
online questionnaire at
www.research.net/r/AlexandriaVA-
RPPRefresh. The questionnaire will
be open April 1-16. The results will
be reviewed at the April 22 Traffic
and Parking Board Subcommittee
meeting. For more about the RPP
Refresh project and getting involved,
visit alexandriava.gov/
ParkingStudies or contact Katye
North at
katye.north@alexandriava.gov.

THURSDAY/APRIL 18
Prevent and Recognize Child

Abuse. Noon-2 p.m. at the Center
for Alexandria’s Children, 1900 N.
Beauregard St. This April, in
recognition of Child Abuse
Prevention Month, the Child Abuse
Prevention Coalition of Alexandria
(CAPCA) is offering free trainings to
raise awareness of child abuse. The
April 18 focus is: Responding
Responsibly to Child Abuse and
Neglect. Bring a lunch; snacks and
drinks will be provided. Learn more
about each training and register
(required) at alexandriava.gov/
ChildAbuse.

Recalling the Last Supper. 6:30-
7:45 p.m. at Fairlington United
Methodist Church, 3900 King St.
Intergenerational meal where
participants will remember what
happened over 2,000 years ago, on
the night before Jesus died. Menu:
pita & hummus, Greek salad,
rotisserie chicken, rice, and date &
nut bars. Free. Call 703-671-8557 or
visit www.fairlingtonumc.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 20
Stream Monitoring Workshop. 9-

11:30 a.m. at Jerome “Buddie” Ford
Nature Center, 5750 Sanger Ave.
Learn more about the health of local
streams using the Virginia Save Our
Streams methodology to assess
Holmes Run by classifying
macroinvertebrates. Best for ages 16
and up. Space is limited and
registration is required, register at
tinyurl.com/y2ogc97b and email
joni.calmbacher@alexandriava.gov
with questions.

MONDAY/APRIL 22
City Council - School Board

Subcommittee. 5 p.m. ACPS
Central Office Contact Kilo Grayson,
703-746-3722.

TUESDAY/APRIL 23
City Council Legislative Meeting. 6

p.m. City Hall, Council Chamber, 301
King St. Contact City Clerk’s Office,
gloria.sitton@alexandriava.gov, 703-
746-4550.

FRIDAY/APRIL 26
Code Administration Technical

Training. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at City Hall,
Room 1101, 301 King St. The City of
Alexandria Department of Code
Administration is sponsoring a free
technical training on the Significant
Changes to the ICC A117.1
Accessibility Standard – 2009
Edition. Space is still available for the
free training for design professionals,
contractors, and customers. This
training will be presented by the
International Code Council and will
provide 6 hours of AIA, ICC, and
DHCD continuing education units.
Lunch and light refreshments will be
served. To register, email
pete.mensinger@alexandriava.gov.

Bulletin Board
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HomeLifeStyle

By John Byrd

A
n outdoor living addition to Chateau-style
residence in Oakton has won a  “Contrac-
tor of the Year” grand award for Sun De-
sign Remodeling Specialists.

The comprehensive design — which combines a
screened porch, an outdoor kitchen and dining area,
a hot tub and a stone fireplace in a cleverly inte-
grated, multi-level layout— completes the rear el-
evation of the 9,500 square foot custom home the
owners had built in 2001. The remodel to the home
of Larry and Lisa Rice was named best “Residential
Design/Outdoor Living Solution for $60,000 and
over” by the National Association of the Remodeling
Industry (NARI) metro DC chapter.

“We wanted an indoor/outdoor gathering place
that would bring the whole family together,” says
Lisa, 56, a retired mother of teenage twins. “The rear
of the house was originally conceived as a walk-out,
but I realized later that I didn’t want high decks. Once
I saw the design problem more clearly, I was simply
looking for a better set of options — albeit, ones I
couldn’t fully envision.” Rice credits Craig Durosko,
chairman and founder of Sun Design, with re-awak-
ening her enthusiasm for the project by identifying
and prioritizing its primary components.

“Craig got our vision” Lisa says. “It was his atten-
tion to our goals that revived my interest in moving
forward.”

In the end, the plan appreciably responds to the
Rice family’s passion for indoor-outdoor living.

❖ A 437-square-foot screened porch linked to the
kitchen via a folding glass window provides a cozy,
insect-free gathering spot. An eight-foot counter abut-

ting the  “pass-thru” inside the porch facilitates ser-
vice and dining. With a gas fireplace clad in stone
and a flat screen TV, the porch can be fully used as
an entertainment mecca nine months of the year;

❖ A formal dining area situated under a cedar per-
gola incorporates retractable awnings for shade;

❖ The 21-by-21-foot outdoor kitchen includes a
built-in Wolf gas grill, a beverage center with refrig-
erator, an ice maker, a sink, and a stainless oval grill;

❖ Three steps down, the open air deck (22-by-28
feet) features a wood-burning hearth and a hot tub
set-off by planters and gas torches — an inviting spot
to deeply relax, even in cooler weather.

❖ A ground-level patio (16-by-19-feet) just out-
side the fully-appointed lower level family room of-
fers a fire pit, and a quiet perch for stargazing.

“I always thought of the lower patio as a place
where the kids could get away from the adults if they
wanted,” Lisa says. “On the other hand, Larry and I
like it too.”

Sun Design Remodeling is headquartered in Burke,Va. and
also maintains an office in McLean. For More Information
Visit: www.Sun Design.com or call 703-425-5588

Dreaming of making the
most of outdoor living?
Look at this.

Stylish Outdoor Living Wins
‘Contractor of the Year’

Even in cooler months, guests can find a warm spot outdoors — whether it’s soaking in
the sunken hot tub or cozying up to the wood burning fireplace flanked by gas torches.
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Best Outdoor Living Solution. A multi-
component, multi-level rear elevation
addition to a home in Oakton recently
garnered a “Contractor of the Year” Grand
Award for Sun Design Remodeling.

More photos and details at
www.FaceBook.com/

ConnectionNewspapers
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Art Exhibit: Waterworks
Water Works features paintings by Lisa Tubach and Suzanne Yurdin, and prints by Rhonda Smith. Each artist explores varied

interpretations of water and aquatic environments. Through April 14, Thursday-Sunday, noon-4 p.m. at the Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Art Exhibit:
Checks & Balances

Alexandra N. Sherman stumbled onto
a cache of 1930’s checks in an antique
writing box and was inspired to make
use of the printed engraving, beautiful
handwriting from a bygone era, and
stamps that marked their passage
through the banking system in a series
of collages. Through April 14, Thursday-
Sunday, noon-4 p.m. at the Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Visit www.nvfaa.org or
call 703-548-0035.

Entertainment

King Nudibranch by Lisa Tubach, oil and acrylic on canvas, 2019

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Good Luck Charms. Through April

14, at Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery,
105 N. Union Street, Studio 29,
Alexandria. A very special found
object, a four leaf clover, a rainbow,
a wishbone, a charm on a bracelet -
these objects all serve as inspiration
to gallery members when creating
pieces for this show. Themed work
will be eligible for recognition by the
jurors. Non-themed work may also be
exhibited. Visit
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

Art Exhibit: Waterworks. Through
April 14, Thursday-Sunday, noon-4
p.m. in the Athenaeum main gallery,
201 Prince St. Water Works features
paintings by Lisa Tubach and
Suzanne Yurdin, and prints by
Rhonda Smith. Each artist explores
varied interpretations of water and
aquatic environments. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Art Exhibit: Checks & Balances.
Through April 14, Thursday-Sunday,
noon-4 p.m. in the Athenaeum rear
gallery, 201 Prince St. Alexandra N.
Sherman stumbled onto a cache of
1930’s checks in an antique writing
box and was inspired to make use of
the printed engraving, beautiful
handwriting from a bygone era, and
stamps that marked their passage
through the banking system in a
series of collages. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Art Exhibit: “(No) Comfort Zone.”
Through April 28, gallery hours at
Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. The “(No)
Comfort Zone” exhibit reflects
people, places and things that are in
and/or out of their comfort zone.
Visit DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits.

Photography Exhibit: “Ranch
Life.” Through May 5, daily 10 a.m.-
5 p.m.; Thursdays, 2-8 p.m. at
Multiple Exposures Gallery, The
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N
Union St., Studio 312. Sandy LeBrun-
Evans visited Eaton’s Ranch in
Wyoming last year and was
enamored with the lifestyle and how
easy it was to forget the troubles of
the world and to get lost in the past.
Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com
or call 703-683-2205.

Art Exhibit: “Bugs. Or Kafka on
Prozac.” Through May 5, gallery
hours at The Art League, 105 North
Union St., Studio 21 in the Torpedo
Factory Art Center. Megan Partridge’s
“Bugs. Or Kafka on Prozac” takes a
closer look at these tiny creatures
that are often overlooked. The artist
imparts each arthropod with a
personality as distinct as their
biology, from the bedraggled bug

Alexandra N. Sherman, A Perfect 10 by Alexandra N.
Sherman, vintage paper collage on 1930’s check, 2019.

aptly named Hangover Cricket to the
speeding blur in Super Bee.
Exhibitions are free and open to the
public. Visit www.theartleague.org or
call 703-683-1780.

Kathryn Coneway Exhibit. Through
May 31, at Huntley Meadows
Visitor’s Center, 3701 Lockheed
Blvd., Alexandria. Coneway’s mixed-
media art combines collage and
photographic transfers, and it
expresses her observations of nature.
She uses mulberry paper to create a
ground of color and texture. A
reception will be held Sunday, March
10 from 2-4 p.m. Students from
Kathryn Coneway’s winter class at
Huntley Meadows will also display
work. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/huntley-meadows.

FRIDAY/APRIL 12
Spring at Woodlawn & Pope-

Leighey. Pope-Leighey House
historic site opens for the season with
guided tours 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday-
Monday. There is also a slate of
events coming up this season. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/ for
more.

Alexandria After Work: Two

Sisters. 6-8 p.m. At Lloyd House,
220 North Washington St. The
Folklore Society of Greater
Washington (FSGW) and The Office
of Historic Alexandria sponsor the
Alexandria After Work Concert Series
the second Friday of the month. Two
Sisters, who entwine rich, fresh
harmonies into some of the oldest
songs in English and to “new” songs
by living troubadours such as Archie
Fisher. Suggested donation for the
musicians; no ticket required. Beer
and wine for sale. Visit fsgw.org for
more.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 12-13
2019 Spring Garden Market. 10

a.m.-4 p.m. at River Farm, 7931 East
Boulevard Drive. Kick off the
gardening season with vendors
selling plants and seeds, garden
decor, etc.; Master Gardeners
available to answer gardening
questions; a botanically themed art
show; and a food truck. Family-
friendly; pets allowed on leashes.
AHS members, free; non-members,
$10 per car. Visit
www.ahsgardening.org/about-river-
farm/events-programs/spring-

garden-market or call 703-768-5700.

SATURDAY/APRIL 13
Hamilton’s BFF & Frenemies

Specialty Tour. 10-11 a.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St. Inspired by the musical
Hamilton, hear about Washington,
Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison, and
Burr, who all came to the tavern, and
delve into the issues they faced and
how their choices impacted local
citizens. This specialty tour is offered
every Saturday in April. $15 per
person, $12 for museum members.
Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/shop for
tickets.

Becoming American. 10 a.m.-noon
Alexandria’s History Museum at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Carefully curated, Becoming
American is a selection of
documentaries representing a
selection of diverse immigration
experiences drawn from both the past
and present. Each of the sessions is
moderated followed by discussion
after the viewing. Light refreshments
will be available. This program is
designed for adults, high school
students may attend with an adult.
Free, pre-registration is required at
shop.alexandriava.gov.

Community Egg Hunt. 10-noon at
Fairlington United Methodist Church
Playground, 3900 King St. You are
invited to a free Community Egg
Hunt with a moon bounce, face
painting, balloons, refreshments, and
Easter Bunny. Egg hunt begins at
10:30. Free. Call 703-671-8557 or
visit www.fairlingtonumc.org.

Walking Tour: Historic Fires. 1-3
p.m. at Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St. A big fire
can impact an entire community.
Visit the sites of significant fires that
occurred in 1871, 1873, 1897 and
1909, and learn about the technology
employed to fight these fires. For
ages 10 and older. $6 for adults, $4
ages 10-17. Reservations are required
at shop.alexandriava.gov.

History’s Mysteries in the Vault.

6:30 p.m. at Ivy Hill Cemetery, 2823
King St. Join Historians and
storytellers, Terry Gish and Wayne
Kehoe for an historical evening in Ivy
Hill Cemetery’s Public Vault. Tales
from the Vault: Hoaxes Spring
Eternal is a collection of stories about
some of the most famous and
infamous hoaxes and urban legends
in the US and how they developed
and expanded over time, including
April Fool’s Day (with special
significance given to the Number 13).
Admission is $20. Space is limited.
Reserve and pay in advance online at
PayPal.me/IHCHPS to guarantee a
seat in the vault or RSVP to
info@ihchps.org.

Magic & Illusion Show. 7-8:45 p.m.
at Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 4915 E. Campus
Drive. An evening of “Magic &
Illusion” featuring some of the
world’s greatest magicians and
performers. Strolling magicians
before the show. Ticket prices are
family friendly and seating is
reserved. Tickets start at $20. Visit
www.magi-whirl.org or call 703-347-
5540.

Symphony Gala and Auction. At
The Atrium/Society Fair. The theme
for the event is Gatsby’s Speakeasy II,
an Evening of Drinks, Dice & Dance.
The evening promises surprises,
deals, dining, socializing with friends
and new acquaintances, and dancing.
Support of the annual Symphony
Gala will go a long way towards
assuring the continued growth and
excellence of the ASO. $225. Visit
e.givesmart.com/events/cTm/ for
tickets.

SUNDAY/APRIL 14
Philharmonic Orchestra Concert.

3-5 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. The Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic continues their season
spotlighting women composers with
an evening of 20th-century music by
Florence Price, Elinor Remick
Warren, and Thea Musgrave. $25
general admission, children admitted
free. Visit www.wmpamusic.org or
call 703-799-8229.

Women in History. 3 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Unitarian Church, 1901
Windmill Lane. Featuring Pat Wirth,
Turning Point Suffragist Memorial
Association – highlighting the history
of the Suffragist movement, the
importance of honoring,
memorializing and educating future
generations about the suffragists, and
the plans for the Suffragist Memorial.
Elaine Flynn, of Our Town Topics,
will bring to life, in costume and in
verse, the historic figure of Dorothy
Parker, writer and satirist, known as
the wittiest woman of the 1920’s.
Suffragist attire, hats and pearls
encouraged. Tea and cookies served.
$25 per person. Visit
MVUC.brownpapertickets.com for
tickets.

MONDAY/APRIL 15
Curves Birthday Party. Noon-4 p.m.

at Curves of Alexandria, 7918 Fort
Hunt Road. Curves of Alexandria, a
fitness club for women, is celebrating
their third year in the Hollin Hall
Shopping Center. Join them for an
open house/birthday party with fun,
food, friends and prizes. Free. Call
703-721-2044.

TUESDAY/APRIL 16
U.S. Records Research. 1-3 p.m. at

Mount Vernon Genealogical Society,
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. “Using U.S.
Records to Find Your Original
Surname and Village of Origin.”
Genealogist Carol KostakosPetranek
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EASTER 
DINING

(703) 739-2274

1319 King St, Alexandria,VA

COME OUT OF YOUR SHELL AND SING!

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY

For Fun and Karaoke!

21 & over only

EVERY NIGHT IS KARAOKE NIGHT!

Special Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 21 • 11:00 A.M.-2:30 P.M.

Easter Sunday Dinner
Full A La Carte Menu with Dinner Specials

Call us for details
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Learn About Adver� sing 
in the Connec� on

and Digital Op� ons!
Adver� sing in the Connec� onAdver� sing in the Connec� on

 and upcoming special sec� ons: and upcoming special sec� ons:

 connectionnewspapers.com/advertisingconnectionnewspapers.com/advertising

or call 703.778.9431

‘Bugs.
Or Kafka on Prozac’

Megan Partridge’s “Bugs. Or Kafka on
Prozac” takes a closer look at these tiny
creatures that are often overlooked. The
artist imparts each arthropod with a
personality as distinct as their biology,
from the bedraggled bug aptly named
Hangover Cricket to the speeding blur in
Super Bee. Through April 11, gallery
hours at The Art League, 105 North
Union St., Studio 21 in the Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center. Exhibitions are free and
open to the public. Visit
www.theartleague.org or call 703-683-
1780.

Entertainment

Super Bee by Megan Partridge, Acrylic on Paper.

will speak about U.S. records that can be
used to discover ancestral surnames
and villages of origin. Free, open to
the public. Free, open to the public.
Visit www.mvgenealogy.org for
more.

Embrace Your Voice: A Night of
Poetry. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St. Join
Doorways, Friends of Guest House,
and the Alexandria Sexual Assault
Center for our annual Sexual Assault
Awareness and Prevention Month
(#SAAPM) poetry share. This event
is free, but space is limited, so tickets
are required. Specially trained
advocates will be available for
anyone who may be triggered and
would like help with grounding. If
you’re interested in speaking or
reading your work, please contact
Ashley Blowe at
ashley.blowe@alexandriava.gov or
703-746-3118 by March 30. Reserve
tickets at www.doorwaysva.org/
events/event/embrace2019/.

APRIL 16-MAY 19
Juried Show: “East Meets West.”

Gallery hours at Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery, Torpedo Factory Art Center,
Studio 29, 105 North Union St. Ikat
weaving, Batik, Sashiko embroidery,
Shibori dyeing, hand stamping, and
other Eastern techniques and
clothing styles are integrated with
Western designs and techniques.
Themed work will be eligible for
recognition by the jurors. Non-
themed work will also be exhibited.
Free admission. Call 703-548-0935 or
visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com
for more.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 19-21
Easter Egg Hunt. Friday, 3 p.m.;

Saturday, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
2:30 p.m.; and Sunday, 12:30 p.m.,
2:30 p.m. at Lee-Fendall House
Museum & Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Activities include games, crafts,
refreshments, and photos with the
Easter Bunny. $15 children, $5
adults. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789.

SATURDAY/APRIL 20
Mount Vernon Flea Market. 8 a.m.-

1 p.m. at 8717 Fort Hunt Road. Flea
market will take place the third
Saturday of every month (through
September). Refreshments available
for sale. Admission is free. Visit
mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com
for more info.

Boundary Stone Bike Tour. 9:15
a.m. at Entrance to East Falls Church
Metro Station (under I-66 on
Sycamore Street). See 12 historic
D.C. boundary stones in Arlington,
Alexandria, and Fairfax County on
this 35-mile tour. The pace will be
leisurely with many stops with easy-
to-moderate difficulty and a few long
uphill climbs on bike trails and paved
streets. Bring lunch, water, and any
type of bike. No reservations
necessary. Sponsored by Center
Hiking Club
(www.centerhikingclub.org), $2 for
non-members. Contact Bernie Berne
at 703-243-0179 or
bhberne@yahoo.com.

Hamilton’s BFF & Frenemies
Specialty Tour. 10-11 a.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St. Inspired by the musical
Hamilton, hear about Washington,
Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison, and
Burr, who all came to the tavern, and
delve into the issues they faced and
how their choices impacted local
citizens. This specialty tour is offered
every Saturday in April. $15 per
person, $12 for museum members.
Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/shop for
tickets.

Floral Design Workshop – Spring
Bulbs. 10-11:30 a.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. (16-Adult) Enjoy spring colors
indoors with a beau–tiful spring bulb
flower arrangement. Learn about the
special conditioning and design
considerations of working with bulbs
from certified designer Betty Ann
Galway as she leads participants
through creating this spring bulb
design to take home. Materials
provided for $30 supply fee. Program
fee is $39/person. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 245.F4BB or
call 703-642-5173.

Raptor Rapture. 10 a.m.-noon at
Belle Haven Park, GWMemorial
Parkway. Youngsters of all ages can
see big birds called raptors (owls,
hawks) up close when the Friends of
Dyke Marsh, Secret Gardens Birds
and Bees, the National Park Service
and the Monarch Teachers Network
“host” these birds. These birds were
injured and rehabilitated. They
cannot survive on their own in the
wild. No pets, please. Free. Visit
www.fodm.org.

Walking With Washington Tour. 2-
4 p.m. at Ramsay House, Alexandria
Visitor’s Center, 221 King St.,
Alexandria. Explore important sites
associated with George Washington
in his hometown of Alexandria. This
guided walking tour of historic Old

Towne covers significant people and
events in Washington’s life and in
American history, with stops at
Ramsay House, Market Square,
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall
Tavern/Charles Lee House, Gadsby’s
Tavern, Washington’s townhouse,
The Lord Fairfax House, the “Light-
Horse” Harry Lee house and Christ
Church. Free. Visit
washingtonbirthday.com or call 703-
379-7460.

“Elegant Easter” Floral
Arrangement Workshop. 4-6
p.m. at Bon Vivant Cafe + Market in
Del Ray. Participants will create their
own unique floral centerpiece for
their holiday festivities. Intended for
teens to adults, but children are
welcomed as guests or helpers at no
cost. $49, includes all instruction,
materials and fresh flowers/greens.
Tickets are available through
Eventbrite.

Country-Western Dance. 7-9:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a dance with
lessons, 6-7 p.m. and open dancing,
7-9:30 p.m. A DJ provides music.
Couples and singles of all ages
welcome. Admission for members
$10; non-members $12; children
under 18 accompanied by a paying
adult $5. Smoke-free, alcohol-free.
BYO refreshments. Visit
www.nvcwda.org for more.

MONDAY/APRIL 22
Eco-City Report Card: Is

Alexandria Cleaning Up Its Act?
7:15 p.m. At The Hermitage
Auditorium, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.,
Alexandria. Part of the
Agenda:Alexandria program, which
falls on the fourth Monday of the
month, begin at 7:15 p.m. Programs
are $5 each or free with your $35
membership, payable on-line at
www.AgendaAlexandria.org/sign-up
page or at the door by check or
credit. All are invited to a pre-
program dinner if desired. Dinner is
6:45-7:15 p.m., prices starting at $32
with reservations by the Friday prior
to the program. Visit
www.Agenda:Alexandria.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 24
Denim Day. The City’s Sexual Assault

Center (SAC) is sponsoring displays,
exhibits, workshops and events
around the community to raise
awareness of sexual assault and
support survivors. The SAC invites
the community to show their support
for survivors of sexual assault by
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Raptor Rapture
Youngsters of all ages can see big

birds called raptors (owls, hawks) up
close when the Friends of Dyke Marsh,
Secret Gardens Birds and Bees, the Na-
tional Park Service and the Monarch
Teachers Network “host” these birds.
These birds were injured and rehabili-
tated. They cannot survive on their own
in the wild. No pets, please. Saturday,
April 20, 10 a.m.-noon at Belle Haven
Park, GWMemorial Parkway. Free. Visit
www.fodm.org.

Entertainment

Photo by Glenda Booth

An Eastern screech owl is one example of the raptors
visitors can see up close.

wearing jeans on Denim Day. For more
information and a full list of events
and activities, visit alexandriava.gov/
SexualViolence.

FRIDAY/APRIL 26
Family Splash Night. 6-9 p.m. At

Chinquapin Park Rec Center and
Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St.,
Alexandria. Featuring John Adams
and Patrick Henry Schools schools.
Enjoy swimming, a floating obstacle
course, games, relays, refreshments,
music, diving for prizes and more.
Different schools are featured at each
event but all are welcome. Admission
is $4 per person upon entry. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation
for more.

Play: “Yet I Stand.” 7 p.m., at the Lee
Center, Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St. The City’s Sexual
Assault Center (SAC) is sponsoring
displays, exhibits, workshops and
events around the community to
raise awareness of sexual assault and
support survivors. “Yet I Stand,” is a
presented in partnership with Friends
of Guest House, the City of
Alexandria Domestic Violence
Program, and SAC. For more
information and a full list of events
and activities, visit alexandriava.gov/
SexualViolence.

SATURDAY/APRIL 27
Garden Day Craft Sale. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

at Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Stop by historic Carlyle House during
Alexandria Garden Day to tour the
museum and purchase crafts by local
artisans. Visit www.carlylehouse.org
or call 703-549-2997.

Project Discovery Walkathon. 8:30
a.m.-12 p.m. At Fort Ward Park,
4301 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria.
Come join the fun at the 23rd annual
Project Discovery Walkathon. Based
at T.C. Williams High School and the
Minnie Howard 9th Grade Center,
Project Discovery prepares and
motivates low-income and first
generation college-eligible students
to access opportunities in higher
education. This Walkathon is the
spring fundraiser and all proceeds go
to the program. Free. Visit
alexandriava.gov/ProjectDiscovery.

Watercolor Workshop – Color
Theory. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. (16-Adult)
Understanding color is essential to
creat–ing work that captivates the
eye and evokes certain moods or
emotions. Through a series of
exercises lead by artist Dawn Flores,
learn to understand tints, shades and
tones, the color wheel, complemen–

tary colors, warm and cool colors and
color schemes. Make useful charts
and swatches that can be used for
future reference. $93/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code F91.8B8F or
call 703-642-5173.

Hamilton’s BFF & Frenemies
Specialty Tour. 10-11 a.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St. Inspired by the musical
Hamilton, hear about Washington,
Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison, and
Burr, who all came to the tavern, and
delve into the issues they faced and
how their choices impacted local
citizens. This specialty tour is offered
every Saturday in April. $15 per
person, $12 for museum members.
Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/shop for
tickets.

Becoming American. 10 a.m.-noon
Alexandria’s History Museum at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Carefully curated, Becoming
American is a selection of
documentaries representing a
selection of diverse immigration
experiences drawn from both the past
and present. Each of the sessions is
moderated followed by discussion
after the viewing. Light refreshments
will be available. This program is
designed for adults, high school
students may attend with an adult.
Free, pre-registration is required at
shop.alexandriava.gov.

Bus Tour: “From Slavery to
Freedom.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at
George Washington’s Mount Vernon.
This special bus tour begins at Mount
Vernon with an exclusive viewing of
Mount Vernon’s Lives Bound
Together exhibition, on slavery at
George Washington’s plantation.
Afterward, visitors will walk to
Mount Vernon’s Slave Cemetery for a
site talk by archeologists, followed by
a lunchtime lecture (box lunch
provided). Guests will board a bus to
Alexandria and visit Freedom House
Museum, then on to Alexandria’s
Contraband and Freedmen Cemetery
Memorial. The tour will conclude at
Mount Vernon at 4 p.m. The tour will
go rain or shine and has extended
periods of walking over uneven
terrain. $40. Get tickets at
shop.alexandriava.gov/.

Celebrate Historic Garden Week.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Five of Old Town
Alexandria’s finest private homes and
gardens will open to the public, as
part of Historic Garden Week in
Virginia, the oldest and largest house
and garden tour in the nation. This
walking tour features private
townhomes and secluded gardens
located along the tree lined streets of

Alexandria’s historic district,
refreshments and a marketplace at
the Athenaeum, and is just steps
away from Old Town’s fine dining
and boutique shopping. $45 in
advance at www.vagardenweek.org
or at the Alexandria Visitor Center at
Ramsay House (221 King St.). On the
date of the tour, $55 at the
Athenaeum (201 Prince St.) and at
the Old Presbyterian Meeting House
(323 South Fairfax St.). Tickets will
not be sold at individual tour homes.

Spring Benefit Concert: “Kindred
Spirits.” 3 p.m. at Convergence,
1801 N. Quaker Lane. Celebrate
connections, including friendship,
kinship, sisterhood, and even
frenemies. This event will feature
Sopranessence’s arrangements of
music from popular operas &
operettas such as Hansel and Gretel,
The Mikado and Mozart’s Cosí fan
Tutte; audience-favorite musicals like
Miss Saigon, Cinderella, Wicked, and
more. Proceeds support St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.
Through Friday, April 26: $20; $10,
ages 12 & under. All tickets $25 at
the door. Visit ourconvergence.org
for more.

SUNDAY/APRIL 28
Britain on the Green. 9:30 a.m.-3

p.m. at Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston
Road, Lorton. The 22nd Britain on
the Green show will feature two
hundred British cars and
motorcycles, music, food trucks,
youth activities, and admission to
Gunston Hall and grounds. $10
adult; $5 children 6-18. Visit
www.capitaltriumphregister.com/
bog/ or call 703-522-6571.

Love Your Pet Day Block Party. 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Local businesses will host
a block party on Roth & Colvin
streets in the West End with proceeds
benefiting the Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria. The kick-off
will be held mid-way along Colvin
Street at 11am, hosted by Dr. Katy
Nelson. Children and leashed pets
welcomed. Free admission. Visit
www.alexandrialoveyourpetday.com.

TUESDAY/APRIL 30
Rare 1792 Gold Coin on Display.

In the Donald W. Reynolds Education
Center, at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon. On the 230th
anniversary of George Washington’s
first inauguration, visitors will have
the opportunity to view the 1792
Washington President gold eagle
pattern coin, the earliest gold pattern
proposed for U.S. coinage and the
only gold coin with this design. This
unique piece, on loan indefinitely
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Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the 

City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council Chambers, 

City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, April 

13, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., or as soon as may be heard on 

the hereinafter described items.

******

Public Hearing of a Short-Term License Agreement 

between the City of Alexandria and the Tall Ship 

Providence Foundation to Dock and Conduct Business 

Operations Temporarily in the Alexandria City Marina.

******

Public Hearing of the Draft City Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 

Action Plan for Housing and Community Development.

******

Consideration of a Proposed Joint City and Alexandria 

Redevelopment Housing Authority Resolution to Mod-

ernize and Replace Resolution 830 (Public Hearing).

******

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the Owner and Tenant 

of the property located at 600 Montgomery Street to 

construct and maintain an encroachment for outdoor 

seating at a restaurant at that location.

The proposed ordinance permits the restaurant located 

at 600 Montgomery Street to establish outdoor seating 

in the adjacent sidewalk area.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain the Master 

Plan of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, by adopting 

and incorporating therein the amendment heretofore 

approved by city council to the Eisenhower West Small 

Area Plan chapter of such master plan as Master Plan 

Amendment No. 2018-0006 and no other amendments, 

and to repeal all provisions of the said master plan as 

may be inconsistent with such amendment.

adoption of Master Plan Amendment No. 2018-0006 

to amend the land use designation for the site to allow 

uses to exclude storage/warehouse uses approved by 

the City Council on March 16, 2019.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sheet No. 

-

MAP AND DISTRICT BOUNDARIES), of the City of Al-

at 880 and 890 South Pickett Street and 620 Burnside 

Place from, I/Industrial zone to CDD No. 26 in accor-

dance with the said zoning map amendment heretofore 

approved by city council as Rezoning No. 2018-0005.

adoption of Rezoning No. 2018-0005, to rezone the 

properties at 880 and 890 South Pickett Street and 620 

Burnside Place from, I/Industrial zone to CDD No. 26.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 5-602 

(COORDINATED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS CREAT-

ED, CONSISTENCY WITH MASTER PLAN, REQUIRED 

with the text amendment heretofore approved by city 

council as Text Amendment No. 2018-0012.

-

tion of Text Amendment No. 2018-0012 to to establish 

CDD No. 26.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 12-

101 (TERMS DEFINED) of Article XII (NONCOMPLI-

ANCE AND NONCONFORMITY) of the City of Alex-

amendment heretofore approved by city council as Text 

Amendment No. 2019-0001.

adoption of Text Amendment No. 2019-0001 to allow 

properties that meet certain criteria to revert to residen-

tial use if the property was previously residential and is 

currently a commercial use.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Article F (PER-

-

ronmental Services) of the Code of the City of Alexan-

dria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, by amending Section 

5-8-82 (Restricted Overnight Parking Districts) and 

Section 5-8-83 (Restricted Daytime Parking District).

The proposed ordinance updates the City Code sec-

tions that establish the overnight and daytime parking 

districts to change the references that require a vehicle 

to display a City decal to instead require that vehicles 

are registered with the City of Alexandria pursuant to 

City Code Section 3-2-229. This change is necessary 

due to the recent elimination of city decals. 

******

Ordinance to repeal Article R (LICENSE TAXES ON 

MOTOR VEHICLES, TRAILERS AND SEMITRAILERS), 

Sections 3-2-321 through 3-2-350, of Chapter 2 (TAXA-

TION) of Title 3 (FINANCE, TAXATION AND PROCURE-

MENT) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 3-2-

181 (LEVIED; AMOUNT), Section 3-2-188 (CLASSIFI-

CATION AND TAXATION OF CERTAIN COMMERCIAL 

AND INDUSTRIAL REAL PROPERTY), and Section 3-2-

189 (TIER I POTOMAC YARD METRORAIL STATION 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT TAX) of Division 

1, (REAL ESTATE), and Section 3-2-221 (LEVIED ON 

MOBILE HOMES, AUTOMOBILES, TRUCKS, ANTIQUE 

MOTOR VEHICLES, TAXICABS, MOTOR VEHICLES 

BY THE HANDICAPPED, MOTORCYCLES, CAMPERS 

AND OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, BOATS AND 

TRAILERS; AMOUNT), Section 3-2-222 (LEVIED ON 

-

(LEVIED ON MOBILE HOMES; AMOUNT), Section 

3-2-224 (LEVIED ON AUTOMOBILES, TRUCKS, TRAIL-

ERS, SEMI-TRAILERS, ANTIQUE MOTOR VEHICLES, 

TAXICABS, MOTORCYCLES, CAMPERS AND OTHER 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, BOATS AND TRAILERS; 

-

ERTY AND MACHINERY AND TOOLS), all of Article 

M (LEVY AND COLLECTION OF PROPERTY TAXES), 

Chapter 2 (TAXATION), Title 3 (FINANCE, TAXATION 

AND PROCUREMENT) of The Code of the City of Alex-

andria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance sets the city’s calendar year 

2019 general tax rates for (1) real property; (2) personal 

property; (3) machinery and tools; (4) for the addition-

al real property taxes assessed on commercial and 

industrial real property; and (5) real property located in 

the special services tax district located in the Tier I Po-

tomac Yard Metrorail Station Special Services District.

******

Public Hearing on the FY 2020 City Council Prelimi-

nary Add/Delete Options. Adoption is scheduled for 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 7:00pm.

******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR 

ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED ORDI-

NANCES WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS 

RECOMMENDED THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN 

ANY OF THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-

TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL.  

conditions are such that it is hazardous for members 

to attend the meeting, this meeting will be continued 

SITTON, CMC, CITY CLERK

Legals Legals Legals Entertainment

from a private owner, will remain on
view as part of Mount Vernon’s
educational experience for its more
than 1 million annual visitors. Visit
mountvernon.org/1792coin.

Twilight & Tipple Tours. 6-9 p.m. at
Pope-Leighey House, 9000 Richmond
Highway. Experience Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Pope-Leighey House by
twilight. This tour series is a rare
chance to see one of Wright’s houses
illuminated against a night sky. Grab
a drink, included in the price of the
tour ticket, and walk through the
house on a leisurely, open house
style tour with plenty of time to take
stunning photos. $35. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/ for
more.

FRIDAY/MAY 3
UCM Give From the Heart Gala. 6

p.m. at Belle Haven Country Club,
6023 Fort Hunt Road. Hosted by The
Friends of UCM, the 2019 Gala is also
part of UCM’s 50th Anniversary
Celebration. The theme for the
yearlong celebration is “50 Years of
Neighbors Helping Neighbors.”
Honorary Co-Chairs are U.S. Sen.
Mark Warner (D-VA) and Mrs. Addy
Krizek, both former UCM Board
members. $200. RSVP at
www.ucmagency.org.

Fostering the Future Gala 2019. 7
p.m. at Hummingbird, 220 South
Union St. The Fund for Alexandria’s
Child hosts its Annual Fostering the
Future Event — Captain’s Night. This
annual fundraiser supports the work
of The Fund in providing life
enriching opportunities for children
in foster care and those at risk of
abuse and neglect. Join for an
evening of live/silent auction items,
an oyster bar, hors d’oeuvres,
cocktails, music and dancing.
Nautical or cocktail attire. $100. Visit
www.FFAC2019.givesmart.com for
tickets.

MONDAY/MAY 6
Mouse in the House. 10-11 a.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Adapted from the book “The Mouse
of Amherst” by Elizabeth Spires,
Mouse in House reveals an unlikely
friendship between a lively mouse
and reclusive 19th-century poet
Emily Dickinson. Free. Call 703-933-

1111 or visit www.janefranklin.com/
mouse-show.

THURSDAY/MAY 9
Archaeology After Dark: Fort

Delaware and the Alexandria
VCP. 6:30 p.m. at The Lloyd House,
220 N. Washington St. Lab Manager
Kevin Bradley introduces the
Alexandria Veterans Curation
Program (VCP) and its unique
mission to serve military veterans
and rehabilitate at-risk United States
Army Corps of Engineers
archaeological collections. He will
highlight the program’s preservation
efforts of the Fort Delaware Civil War
prison camp collection. $12/person;
$10 FOAA/OHA members. Visit
www.foaa.info/events.

Audubon at Home. 7:30-9 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. The Potowmack
Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant
Society presents Audubon at Home.
For membership and other
information, visit vnps.org/
potowmack/.

SATURDAY/MAY 11
Watercolor on Canvas. 9:30 a.m.-

3:30 p.m. at Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road. (Adults)
Learn to paint with watercolor on
canvas with the help of artist Marni
Maree. The process for this medium
is very different from paper and quite
fun. Experience painting more
“subtractively,” by put–ting paint on
the canvas then moving and
removing the color to create the
subject. Bring photo references of
what you want to paint. $93/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 2A7.9143 or
call 703-642-5173.

Paint-A-Pot Workshop. 10-11:30
a.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. (16-Adult) Get
crafty at Green Spring Gardens wit
some fun, flavored teas for you to sip
while decorating a clay flower pot
with paint and decoupage. Green
Spring staff will provide the supplies
and know-how, participants provide
the creativity. $38/person. Register
online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/parktakes/ using code
624.F5D9 or call 703-642-5173.

Jean Koppen Brad Sperber

Toni SalmiKevin DykstraFaith Potts

Correction

The photos accom-
panying the article
“Pipeline Playwrights
To Present New
Reading” were
misidentified in the
April 4 issue. Here
are the correct
identifications.
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People

From Page 6

for everyone to enjoy — and for every
reader to glean something from.

“I try my utmost to really get toward dif-
ferent points of view,” he said. “Different
groups are represented. That was a goal
with my book, to build bridges. We are a
time when it’s not the worst for political
civility, but it’s not great.”

Available to readers through all major
retailers, “A Spiral into Marvelous Light”
was a novel that the publishers at Emerald
House Group were eager to get behind.

“I believe this story is a fundamental foun-
dational tool that everyone should consider
using today,” said Elizabeth Burgdorf, pub-
licity director for Emerald House. “The
message is: ‘Give others who are different
from you a chance. Don’t buy into a pack-
age deal of believing a certain way, or that
people who think differently are enemies
you need to shut down … If you do, you
may be missing out on a life-changing con-
versation, preventing yourself from learn-
ing a different perspective, or depriving
yourself of so much more.”

Gryboski has been following politics, and

Author

the way it intertwines with religion, for as
long as he remembers.

“For most of my life, I lived in Alexan-
dria, across the street from the epicenter of
American politics,” Gryboski said. “While in
high school, I used to regularly watch prime
time cable news and watch the pundits and
activists debate each other. From there, I
would look up the groups that were repre-
sented and read their websites. I debated
with non-like minded friends, usually in a
civil manner. Actually, for teenagers and
adolescents, I think we sometimes did a
better job of being civil in our disagreements
than many adults do today.”

As for the kind of job he did with “A Spi-
ral into Marvelous Light,” Gryboski insists
that only time will tell.

“People who have read my manuscript as
of now have given me great feedback, but I
really won’t know whether or not I fulfilled
my goal until the book has been out for
awhile,” he said. “I’m cautiously optimistic
that I’m getting an important message
across.”

“They say journalism
is one of the most
secular fields, that
individual journalists
are disproportionately
unreligious. I thought
I could help a little by
shedding some light
through fiction.”
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

5/31/19.

5/31/19.



32  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 11-17, 2019 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com




