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Mount Vernon Bike Trail Turns 47
Trail evolves as a recreational and gathering spot along the Potomac River.
By Mike Salmon
The Gazette

n April 15, 1972, the
world may have
been preoccupied
with Nixon, Vietnam
and Apollo 8, but area bicyclists
had the first stretch of the Mount
Vernon Bike Trail that would grow
to become a valuable part of the
area’s bike trail system.
According to the Friends of the
Mount Vernon Bike Trail, the trail
was the idea of Ellen Pickering and
Barbara Lynch, two locals who
tossed around the idea in early
1972, gathered signatures, reaching out to the National Park Service, and organizing volunteers to
build the original 4.5 miles of trail
between Belle Haven Park and
Memorial Bridge. Before the trail,
cyclists had to wait until Sunday
when one lane of the parkway was
bikes only — closed to cars. The
popularity of this was evidence The Friends of the Mount Vernon Trail worked on Martin Luther King Jr. Day giving
that a bike trail was needed.
back to the community.
The legacy of Pickering and
The Friends group has been
tions to the area trail network
Lynch lives on in the trail comaround for years and puts together
that is growing each year.
munity.
“It’s our connecting thread events where everyone can partici“We’re proud to continue in
of the past, present and fu- pate in maintaining the trail and
their spirit of making the trail
ture,” said Supervisor Dan surrounding picnic and wildlife ara great place for all users,” said
Storck, (D-Mount Vernon), eas. For example, on Martin Luther
Erin Meter, a member of the
who lives about a mile from King Jr’s birthday in January, the
Friends of the Mount Vernon
the trail and uses in regularly Friends of the Mount Vernon Trail
Trail.
with his whole family. “We organized a trash clean up event
The following year, the trail
have been walking, running despite the frigid temperatures,
gathered momentum and soon
and riding on it for 30 years,” “Our group helps build community
the National Park Service sehe said. The trail goes over by offering trail users the opportucured funding to extend the
several creeks, some with Na- nity to ‘give back’ to the trail they
trail 7.5 miles to Mount
tive American names after use and love, and help make the
Vernon, surfacing it with fly
tribes that had once been in Mount Vernon Trail an ever greater
ash from Pepco in 1973. This
the area along the river. Dogue place for people to walk, bike, and
section was 8-feet wide and
Creek for example was named explore,” said Meter.
cost $135,000, and the U.S.
after the Dogue Indian tribe,
Army Engineers stepped in to
and the crossing at Dogue
build the boardwalks and
Creek is now being looked at
bridges. A few years later, the
for a trail connection on the
trail was paved.
southern end. Then there’s the
The trail grew from there,
colonial history at Mount
and is now an 18.5-mile trail
Vernon Plantation, and soon to
from George Washington’s On a nice day, the trail is full
be more attractions such as the
Mount Vernon to Key Bridge, of bicyclists, family and dog
U.S. Army museum a mile or
with several east-west connec- walkers.
so from the end of the trail.
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Trail Cleanup
Mount Vernon Trail Cleanup
for Opening Day for Trails
Saturday, April 13, 2-4 p.m.
Hosted by the Friends of the Mount
Vernon Trail
Daingerfield Island
Alexandria

Trail Milestones

Photos by Mike Salmon/The Gazette

Courtesy of the Friends of the Mount
Vernon Trail
❖ 1978: NPS built 1.8-mile paved
section from Alexandria Avenue to
Waynewood Avenue, and the Airport
Authority connected the trail to the
airport’s bike parking.
❖ 1980: Army Corps of Engineers
connected the Four Mile Run Trail to
the Mount Vernon Trail.
❖ 1983: Potomac River Generating
Station funded a cantilevered trail
section around its east side.
❖ 1988: NPS expanded the trail to
Roosevelt Island, where a new bridge
connected it to the Custis Trail, and
another trail segment was built in Fort
Hunt Park which had previously been
on-road.
❖ 1992: Crystal City Connector
Trail opened.
❖ 1994: Arlington County begins
building connections between Mount
Vernon Trail near Memorial Circle and
the sidewalk along Washington
Boulevard.
❖ 2007: Bridge over north entrance
to National Airport was rebuilt and
trail was widened.
❖ 2009: Woodrow Wilson Bridge
connects with the Mount Vernon Trail.
❖ 2011: NPS rebuilt the Humpback
Bridge, widened the trail, and added a
barrier. NPS also added trail tunnels
for safer passage between Columbia
Island Marina and the trail.
❖ 2012: NPS realigned the trail at
Memorial Circle.
❖ 2013: Woodrow Wilson Bridge
approach was rebuilt.
❖ 2016: Trail was realigned and
widened next to the airport.
❖ 2017: NPS rebuilt Roosevelt
Island Parking lot to widen the trail
and smooth curves.
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News
Photos by Janet Barnett/The Gazette

State Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31), Bill Euille, Senica Lee, Alexandria City Council
member Amy Jackson, Arlington County Board member Libby Garvey, Alexandria
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) and OAR executive director
Elizabeth Jones Valderrama gather for a photo at the OAR Second Chances breakfast
April 9 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott.

Second Chances
undreds of attendees turned
out as Offender Aid and
Restoration of Arlington,
Falls Church and Alexandria
held its 11th annual Second Chance
Fundraising Breakfast April 9 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott. The event featured
the journeys of reentry into the community by several formerly incarcerated clients.
OAR assisted 2,014 participants in their
program in 2018 including 635 men and
women who received reentry assistance,
both pre- and post-release and 1,432 men,
women, boys and girls who were enrolled
in the Community Service program, which
is an alternative form of sentencing.
In addition, this was the third year of a
new Intensive Reentry Program, which focuses on individuals still in incarceration
to provide classes in essential life skills
as well as case management and employment coaching. Individuals in this program have a recidivism rate of 14 percent compared to 54 percent for a comparable population nationally.
See www.oaronline.org.

APD sergeants Charlette Mitchell and Donna Barnes
with administrator Leah Tolliver at the OAR Second
Chances breakfast April 9.

Event highlights
OAR services.

— Jeanne Theismann

Photos by Shirley Ruhe/The Gazette

H

More than 600 supporters fill the ballroom on April 9 at the OAR Second
Chance fundraising breakfast. Last year OAR supported 2,014 men and
women who received reentry assistance and 1,432 men, women, boys and
girls were enrolled in their Community Service Program.

Tiana Woods tells her story of
desperation facing eviction with a
young child and a husband in
prison: “I’d never experienced
something like this.” Now after
assistance from OAR, her husband
has been helped with getting a job
after release from jail, her rent is
caught up, and she is working as
well. “Things have gotten better.”
She says OAR treated her with
respect and helped “when we had
no place else to turn.”

Fairfax Parks Announce Poetry Contest Winners
oung poets will get their Game
On with readings of their
award-winning poetry during
Springfest at Sully Historic Site on
Saturday, April 27.
To honor National Poetry Month in
April, the Park Authority asked young
people in grades K-8 to submit poems
inspired by the fun, joy and excitement
found in Fairfax parks.
In response to an increase in submissions of outstanding poetry, the
Fairfax County Park Authority and the

Y
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Fairfax County Park Foundation awarded
three winners in each category instead of
two. The winners in each grade category of
the poetry contest are:
GRADES K-2
❖ Emma Davis of Alexandria, a kindergarten student at Mount Eagle Elementary
School
❖ Lauren Miller of Chantilly, a first-grader
at Lees Corner Elementary School
❖ Zoya Quraishi of Ashburn, a kindergarten homeschool student
GRADES 3-5

❖ Elias Rhee of Fairfax, a fifth-grader at
Mantua Elementary School
❖ Naomi Rucker of Springfield, a fifthgrader at West Springfield Elementary
School
❖ Bianca Volociuc of Fairfax, a fourthgrader at Fairhill Elementary School
GRADES 6-8
❖ Ashley Chon of Vienna, a sixth-grader
at Colvin Run Elementary School
❖ Aabaq Gaffar of Vienna, a sixth-grader
at Mosby Woods Elementary School
❖ Betty Schlageter-Prettyman of Vienna,

a sixth-grader at Fairhill Elementary
School
Stop by to hear these poets share their
works at the Springfest Poetry Showcase
at 10:30 a.m. April 27. The award winners will receive a $50 Park Authority
gift card to allow them to continue exploring Fairfax parks all year long. This
contest is sponsored by the Fairfax
County Park Authority and the Fairfax
County Park Foundation. Sully Historic
Site is located at 3650 Historic Sully
Way, Chantilly. Call 703-324-8662.
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Murder Charge Follows Altercation

Crime Report
The following incidents were reported
by the Mount Vernon District Police Station.
RECKLESS DISCHARGE: 3500
block of Pike Road, April 5, 7:19 p.m.
Officers responded to the Lorton
Healthplex for a woman who had a gunshot wound. Officers learned she
accidentally shot herself in the foot
while playing with her gun in her backyard. No one else was injured. She was
taken to the hospital by a family member. Charges will be determined
pending consultation with the Office of
the Commonwealth Attorney.
FELON IN POSSESSION OF A
FIREARM/TRESPASSING: 8200
block of Richmond Highway, April 5,
4:06 p.m. An officer saw a 27-year-old
man from Alexandria walking in the
area and knew he was wanted on an
outstanding warrant for trespassing.
The officer followed the man who ran
but was quickly caught after a short foot
pursuit. While running, the suspect
threw down a gun that officers found

nearby. The suspect was charged with
possession of a firearm by a convicted
felon, possession of ammunition by a
convicted felon, carrying a concealed
weapon, obstruction of justice, trespassing and was served the outstanding
trespassing warrant.
ROBBERY: 3000 block of Westford
View Court, April 7, 12:45 a.m. Two
teens were walking home when they
were confronted by five to seven men.
One man displayed a knife and told
them to empty their pockets. The suspects took their personal property and
ran away.
APRIL 9
LARCENIES
1700 block of Burr Street, wallet, cell
phone and electronic device from vehicle
8200 block of Richmond Highway,
merchandise from business
APRIL 8
LARCENIES
4200 block of Corcoran Street, cell

phones from residence
8400 block of Frye Road, beer from
business
2200 block of Huntington Avenue,
cell phones from location
6100 block of Richmond Highway,
property from business
8600 block of Richmond Highway,
merchandise from business
8200 block of Russell Road, beer from
business
6500 block of Tower Drive, tools from
vehicle
APRIL 5
LARCENIES
6600 block of Richmond Highway,
cell phone from location
8600 block of Richmond Highway,
bicycle from residence
APRIL 4
LARCENIES
8400 block of Jinetes Court, wallet
from residence

See Crime, Page 17
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out bond at the Fairfax County Adult Detention Center.
Watson was found unresponsive in his apartment
by officers in the 6600 block of Tower Drive on Feb.
21. He was taken to a local hospital with life-threatening injuries, and was placed on life-support before he died on Feb. 27.
Alex/Riverside Estates
$564,900
8309 Bound Brook Lane

Riverside’s largest Colonial model w/4 large BRs, 2.5
BAs & large 1 car garage. 2000 sq.ft. on the main &
upper lvls plus 900 or so sq.ft. in the basement. A great
ﬂoor plan w/a spacious kit, dining rm, living rm & family
rm & half bath greet you on the main lvl. 4 large bedrms
& 2 full baths on the upper lvl. The basement has a large
“L” shaped rec rm & a separate utility rm w/a stairwell taking you to a beautifully landscaped & fenced
bkyd. Updates include a brand new roof, double pane replacement windows, a remodeled half bath &
stunning reﬁnished hdwd ﬂoors on the main & upper lvls.. Priced in the mid 500’s to allow you to create
quick equity w/a fresh paint job & some updates in the kit. Minutes to Ft. Belvoir (S) & Old Towne (N).

Alex/Riverside Estates

$579,850
3012 Battersea Lane
Coming Soon… Riverside’s popular
“Yorkshire” colonial featuring 3 ﬁnished
lvls, 4 spacious BRs, 2.5 updated Baths & a
large 2 car garage, all on a beautiful corner
lot. Numerous updates include the roof,
replacement double pane windows, HVAC
system, hot water heater, reﬁnished hdwds
on the main lvl w/Travertine ﬂooring in the family rm. Additional ﬁnished space in
the basement w/a rec rm & utility rm. Great location: 7 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins
to Old Town, Alex, & 28 mins to Natl Airport. All this for less than $580,000.
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A 33-year-old Alexandria man is facing a murder
charge for the death of Matthew Watson. After consulting with the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and the Office of the Commonwealth Attorney,
detectives obtained a warrant charging Jerry Alan
Harbison with second degree murder.
Harbison turned himself in and is being held with-

Alex/Riverside Estates
$699,900
8334 Blowing Rock Road
Start with Riverside Estate’s Popular “B” Model
Colonial, add a 2 car garage, above that large
garage add a huge addition consisting of 2BRs,
& a 3rd full bath; not done yet, throw in a large
in-ground swimming pool & separate hot tub, both
updated in 2016, last but not least build a beautiful
12’x9’ covered screened porch looking out at the
pool & hot tub. Also, freshly painted interior, reﬁnished hdwd ﬂrs on main & upper lvls. Furnace &
A/C replaced in 2016. Updated kitchen & baths. What you have…a once in a lifetime home which
is expanded to offer a wonderful in-law/Nanny’s suite, & lastly on a wonderful, quiet cul-de-sac!!

Alex/Sulgrave Manor
$530,000
4002 Old Mill Road
Beautiful 3 lvl brick split on a large,
lovely .5 acre lot w/lots of trees &
privacy. Spacious kitchen w/eating area
that looks out to a beautiful screened
porch & brick patio-perfect for grilling
& entertaining. 3 spacious BRs & 2
full updated baths on the upper lvl. The
lower level offers a 4th BR, Family room
w/walk-out utility room & 3rd full bath. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 minutes to Old
Town & 30 mins to National airport. Great price on this Stunning Home!!
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Alex/ Riverside Estates
$659,000
8332 Wagon Wheel Road
$100,000+ of outstanding renovations in Riverside
Estates popular “B” model Colonial w/garage. New
roof, deck, front door & A/C in ’18. Kitchen & baths
in ’17. Kitchen totally gutted & opens to Living &
Dining rms, inludes: quartz tile counters, six burner
gas range by Miece, new hdwd ﬂoor, SS appliances &
beautiful stained cabinets. All 3.5 baths are gorgeous.
MBR combined w/another bedrm to offer a beautiful suite including a huge walk-in closet to die for.
Beautifully ﬁnished lower lvl offers a 4th bedrm & 3rd full BA along w/an inviting Rec rm – perfect for a
Nanny or Au Pair. DBL pane windows & 6 panel doors ….of course!!! Totally turnkey, enjoy!!!

Alex/Riverside Estates
$548,000
8525 Wagon Wheel Road
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Looking for primarily one level living? You’ve
Found It!! This lovely 2 level Rambler has been
beautifully updated: roof, windows, kitchen, baths,
HVAC, painted interior, & stunning reﬁnished hdwd
ﬂoors. The main lvl offers the kitchen, dining &
living rms, along w/a family rm, 3 bedrms & 2
beautiful baths. The lower lvl has a rec rm, large den, utility rm & has a walkout to a large
fenced bkyd, complete w/a lovely slate patio & detached shed. An asphalt driveway offers
side by side parking plus a spacious 1 car garage. 7 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins to Old
Towne, Alex & 28 mins to National Airport A beautiful & rare rambler!!
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Ft. Hunt/Hollin Hall
$584,000
7923 Jackson Road

Gorgeous home offers 1 lvl living w/contemporary open
ﬂoor plan in sought after Ft. Hunt community zoned
for Waynewood Ele. This beautiful home has been
completely remodeled & has stunning architectural
features including an addition which has a Great rm
w/high vaulted ceiling, a stone FPL, 2 skylights w/
remote controlled shades, & a 2nd full bath, master bedrm, & enclosed washer/dryer area. Kitchen has SS
appliances & silestone counters & shaker style maple cabinetry. Both baths renovated. New French doors
off of Great rm open to beautiful 2 year old deck made w/low maintenance composite material, overlooks
private, fenced bkdy. This home is a GEM and is in a great location!
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Opinion
Sustaining Governor’s Vetoes
By Paul Krizek
Delegate (D-44)

he General Assembly reconvened
for the annual “Veto Session” last
week on Wednesday, April 3. It was
a long day of deliberations that
went into the evening. While there were some
bills and budget items that I wish had different outcomes, we did sustain all of Governor
Northam’s vetoes of harmCommentary ful and unnecessary legislation and agreed to many
amendments which strengthened and clarified
legislation passed during the General Session.
The Governor made a clarifying amendment
to my bill, HB 2263, which I spoke to, and it
passed with bipartisan support. It modifies the
Firefighters and Emergency Medical Technicians Procedural Guarantee Act by stating that
if a breach in procedure occurs, evidence obtained shall be excluded from any administrative hearing against the individual. This bill
protects the rights of firefighters and EMTs
subjected to interrogation that could lead to
disciplinary action.
Also, Governor Northam amended legislation
that would have excluded state employees who
are foster parents from receiving paid family

T

leave. The House of Delegates voted unanimously in favor of this fix which will serve to
protect paid family leave for foster parents and
allow them the necessary time to develop
bonds with their foster children, who have often come from difficult circumstances with
their birth families, to help them adapt to their
new home life.
Also, I was proud to support providing temporary relief from legal penalties due to late
mortgage or late rent payments for Virginians
furloughed during the Federal government
shutdown earlier this year. This measure was
overwhelmingly agreed to and goes into effect
immediately as it passed as emergency legislation.
The House also approved adding an additional $4 million to the Virginia Housing Trust
Fund, which helps to provide affordable housing in the Commonwealth. We voted to establish a workgroup to evaluate options regarding prohibiting the practice of balance billing
or “surprise billing” by out-of-network health
care providers for emergency services rendered. The workgroup will also establish what
is equitable and fair reimbursement for health
care providers.
Increased important transportation funding
and safety improvements were also agreed to

www.MountVernonGazette.com
@MtVernonGazette

by both bodies for the I-81, I-64, and I-95 corridors. Additionally, $20 million in funding was
secured for the Northern Virginia Transportation Fund which lost money last year with the
Metro funding bill.
We sustained all of Governor Northam’s 17
vetoes. Just to mention one that the Governor
vetoed, HB 2764 placed an unnecessary requirement on those facilitating or participating in voter registration drives. Including those
individuals’ information on the actual voter
registration application could have led to denied or delayed applications, and would have
created yet another barrier to voting access.
Virginia law already requires an individual or
a group assisting individuals with voter registration applications to provide their name and
contact information to the applicant via a receipt on the voter registration form.
Later this summer, we will gather in
Jamestown to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the first representative assembly in
the western hemisphere. The current members
of the General Assembly will be joined by
former members and state legislatures nationwide, as well as the public, to celebrate the
birthplace of American democracy. It has been
an honor to represent you in Richmond during this historic 400th year.

The Need for Affordable Housing
By Kofi Annan
President, Fairfax County NAACP
Transcript of planned testimony before the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors Tuesday, April 9, at budget hearings.
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ing Commission’s recommendation to add a
minimum of 5,000 units over the next 15 years,
this problem cannot wait 15 years, and 5,000
units would not come close to addressing the
actual current need which is 30,000 units,
much less the projected need 15 years from
now. The problem of affordable housing is be
See Affordable, Page 6
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Friends of Dyke Marsh/Facebook

Fairfax County is one of the most attractive
places to live and work, not only in Northern
Virginia, but throughout the region, and a big
reason for that is our rich diversity. However,
that diversity is being increasingly threatened
by rising home prices and the lack of affordable housing in the region. The situation will
be exacerbated by the arrival of Amazon, which
is projected to bring an adCommentary ditional 25,000 employees
— most of whom will make
six-figure salaries. Demand is already increasing dramatically, which is pushing the almost
70,000 poor and working class people out of
Fairfax County.
According to the Northern Virginia Association of Realtors, the number of homes under
contract rose by 70 percent over the last year.
This means that fewer and fewer of our teachers, county staff, hospitality industry workers,
nurses, and public safety officials will be able
to live in the communities they serve. This
means that fewer and fewer of our young
people will be able to leave the nest once they
graduate high school or college. That means
that fewer and fewer of our elderly population will be able to age in place without having to make unconscionable choices of paying
to keep a roof over their heads or paying to
put food on the table or purchasing medication. Up to 20,000 senior households and
10,000 disabled households are making these

choices everyday as we speak. And this means
that many people of color will also be forced
to abandon their homes as our communities
experience gentrification. Fifty percent of the
county’s African American community are currently categorized as housing insecure; and 50
percent of the county’s homeless population
are African American.
While the NAACP voted in favor of the Hous-
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View from an Eagle’s Nest
A bald eaglet, approximately three weeks old, faces its mother at Dyke
Marsh Wildlife Preserve. According to an April 4 Friends of Dyke Marsh
Facebook post, the male has been providing fish regularly.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Bulletin Board
Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

DONATIONS NEEDED
UCM Needs Help. United Community
Ministries (UCM), 7511 Fordson
Road, Alexandria. Inventory is low on
disposable diapers especially sizes 4,
5, 6; canned tuna and other canned
meats like chicken; and low-sugar
breakfast cereals. Shop and donate
with their Amazon Wish List at:
bit.ly/UCM_FoodPantry_
AmazonWishList. Email Assistant
Food Pantry Manager Von at

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

vonnetta.jones@ucmagency.org or
visit at www.ucmagency.org.

THURSDAY-FRIDAY/APRIL 11-12
Fairfax County Job Fair. 4-7 p.m. at
Fairfax County Government Center,
12000 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax. Come attend the 2019
Fairfax County Job Fair. Learn about
a variety of careers with various
county agencies. Representatives of
SkillsSource and DARS will also be
on site. Free. Email
Debra.Prica@fairfaxcounty.gov or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hr/
sites/hr/files/assets/documents/
jobfair2019flyer.pdf for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 13
Boating Safety Classes. 7:30 a.m.-5
p.m. at the Washington Farm United
Methodist Church, 3921 Old Mill
Road. Prepare for boating season by
taking one of the Boating Safety
classes offered by U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary Flotilla 25-08. Virginia,
Maryland, and the District of
Columbia have varying requirements
for boaters before they may legally
operate certain motorized vessels on
their respective waterways. Register
with Jeff Burt at jdburt@verizon.net
or 703-307-6482.
Trash Cleanup. 9 a.m.-noon at Belle
Haven Park & Dyke Marsh, GWM
Parkway. Help clean up trash in the

Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve and
along the Potomac River shoreline.
Check in at the station at the Haul
Road trail entrance or Belle Haven
Park. Bring water, wear sturdy shoes
and sun protection. Supplies
provided. Best not to bring pets. Visit
www.fodm.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 19
Application Deadline. Leadership
Fairfax is now accepting applications
for its premier professional
leadership development programs –
Leadership Fairfax Institute and
Emerging Leaders Institute. The 10month programs begin September
2019. Classes meet once a month and

participants work outside of class
with a cohort to plan and implement
projects. The programs build
participant knowledge of community
topics, legislative processes,
leadership assessments, and strategic
interactions. Limited scholarships
available. Applications are due April
19. Call 703-752-7555 or visit
leadershipfairfax.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 26
Scholarship Application Deadline.
Applications are now available for
business scholarships provided by
Mount Vernon Lee Chamber of

See Bulletin, Page 8
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Licensed Brokers in DC, VA & MD

David W. Spires
703-765-3500 • Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789 • Cell: 703-472-7713

OPEN SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 1-4 PM
Dir: GW Pkwy. S. from Old Town, R on Tulane & follow Partners Signs.
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7121 Marine Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22307
$1,125,000
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7508 Park Terrace Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22307
$950,000

*Located in Community of Villamay
* Terriﬁc Curb Appeal – Manicured Landscape
*Enormous Lot backing to Fairfax County
Park *Five Bedrooms – 3.5 Remodeled/
Upgraded Baths *New Island Kitchen with
large Breakfast Area *Formal Entry Foyer, Living and Dining Rooms *Three Finished Levels
*Oversized Rear Garage *Hardwoods throughout *Two Masonry ﬁreplaces

From left are Theresa Moore, Career Forum Committee member; Kevin
Farquhar, Mount Vernon Rotary Club Treasurer; Lollie Rinehardt, Career
Forum chairman; and Eva Bridget, Career Forum Committee member.

Rotary Spotlights Forum
he Mount Vernon Rotary
recognized the Fort Hunt
High School Black Cultural Alliance
High School Career Forum at its most recent meeting. The forum serves all high
school students, grades 9-12, by providing
an opportunity for students to hear from a
panel of young adults who have taken different career paths after high school.
The forum is guided by questions asked
by moderators with a question and answer
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7920 Bainbridge Road,
Alexandria, VA 22308
$775,000

Photo Contributed

*Resplendent Marlan Heights Offering *An AllBrick, Custom Design built in 1982 *Captivating
Circular Hardwood Staircase features Silk Wall
Panels and Tiered Chandelier *Striking Formal
Living and Dining Rooms *Multiple casual areas
include Sunroom and Den *Enormous Kitchen
with room for expansion *Elegant Master Suite with Fireplace, Sitting area and unique ceiling has
a Private Balcony at the Rear Elevation *Three Bedrooms*Three Full Baths*Three Fireplaces.

*Fully Updated All-Brick Rambler in Hollin Hall Village
*3 Bedrooms *3 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths *Main Lev. Hardwoods
*Recessed Lighting *Generous Living Rm w/Stacked-Stone
Fireplace *Remodeled Kitchen w/Stainless Appliances,
Quartz Counters & Slide-Out Pantry *Dining Area *Large Main
Lev. Family Room w/Recessed Tray Ceiling, Cove Lighting & French Doors to Rear Side Deck *Main Lev. Laundry
*Hall Tub Bath w/Linen Closet *Master BR w/Full Tub Shower Bath *Lower Lev. Rec Rm w/Wet Bar/Laundry area
& Powder Rm *Lower Lev. BR w/Full en Suite Shower Bath *A GEM! Directions: From Old Town, GW Parkway
South, R. on Morningside, L. on Fort Hunt Rd., R. on Paul Springs Parkway, L. on Bainbridge to 7920 on Right.
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43547 Butler Place,
Leesburg, VA 20176
$1,100,000

*On the Golf Course in popular River
Creek - Backs to 11th Fairway *OneOwner Mitchell & Best All-Brick Beauty
featuring Westport II (bumpout model) *Six
Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths *Finished Walkout
Basement with Custom Wet Bar *Enormous Unﬁnished Storage Room *Hardwoods, Six
Panel Doors, Recessed Lighting, Numerous Mouldings, Transom Windows and Doors
*Unique Rear Vestibule from Garage into residence *Designer Island Kitchen with all the
Bells and Whistles *Almost 900 sq.ft. Master Suite - The List goes on and on!

8605 Village Way, Unit A,
Alexandria 22309
$175,000
*Ground Level One Story Home
*Three Bedrooms *Two Full Baths
*Stack Washer/Dryer in Unit
*Separate Dining Area *Large Walkin Master Closet *Large Windows –
Good Natural Light *Private Patio

6896 Deer Run Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22306
$2,300 per Month
Contemporary 3 BR 2.5 Bath
Townhouse with Sliding Glass
Doors to Deck and Fenced
Back Yard overlooking Huntly
Meadows Park. Very good move
in condition.

period following. Information is available
about completing the FAFSA scholarship
form and local scholarship opportunities.
The next forum will be held at the
Sherwood Hall Library in the fall of 2019.
Mount Vernon Rotary also supports the
Mount Vernon High School Interact program and a scholarship at Bryant High
School.
For
more
information,
see
www.RotaryInternational.com.

Commerce. At least $12,000 will be awarded to
local graduating seniors pursuing further
education in business. Those applying for the
scholarships must plan to pursue further
education in a business-related field and live in
Lee or Mount Vernon Districts or attend one of
the seven high schools in these districts.
Students may apply online at www.mtvernonleechamber.org/education-partnership or call
703-360-6925 to request an application.

SATURDAY/APRIL 27
HMES Earth Day. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Hollin
Meadows Elementary School, 2310 Nordok
Place. The Earth Day Celebration and
Community Work-Day will return to Hollin
Meadows Elementary School after a 2-year
hiatus due to full reconstruction of the school.
Along with volunteer opportunities for all ages
and abilities, there will be food, children’s
activities, and a student-led bake sale and plant
sale. Free. Visit
www.hollinmeadowspartnership.com/earthday
or call 610-804-6084.
Teen Job Fair and Resume Building
Workshop. 10 a.m.-noon at Mount Vernon
High School. These events will focus on student
job seekers (approximately ages 16-18) looking
for full time employment, after-school
employment, seasonal positions, internship
opportunities, or volunteer experiences. It is
open to all teens in Fairfax County looking for
employment or wanting tips to build their
resume. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
springfield/teen-job-fair-student-registration to
register.

THURSDAY/MAY 2
Garden Club. 9:30 a.m.-noon at Mt. Vernon Yacht
Club, 4817 Tarpon Lane. Members of all
neighborhoods are invited to join the Yacht

Haven Garden Club. Join in learning more about
floral design as well as horticulture. Meetings
are the first Thursday of the month, SeptemberMay. Email pmuchello@aol.com for more.

SUNDAY/MAY 5
Low Cost Rabies Vaccine Clinic. Noon-2 p.m.
at Mount Vernon Governmental Center, 2511
Parkers Lane, Alexandria. Cost is $15 per pet,
cash and check only. Dogs, cats, and ferrets may
be vaccinated at the clinic. Dogs must be on
leashes; cats and ferrets must be in carriers. All
pets will receive a 1-year rabies vaccination. To
obtain a 3-year vaccine, bring pet’s rabies
certificate (not tag) showing the current rabies
vaccination expiration date. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/
communityassistance/rabiesclinics for more.
Community Meeting. 6 p.m. at Mt. Vernon
RECenter, 2017 Belle View Blvd. The Mt.
Vernon RECenter Expansion & Renovation
Project Team will host a community meeting to
update residents on the progress of design plans
for the expansion and renovation of the
RECenter. The presentation will be posted
online following the event. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/planningdevelopment/mount-vernon-recenter.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 8
Fairfax County Park Authority Board
Meeting. 7:30 p.m. in the Herrity Building,
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 941,
Fairfax. The Park Authority Board is a 12member board appointed by the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors to set policy and establish
strategic policy and direction. Open to the
public. For information regarding meeting
agendas, opportunities for public comment, or
to view meeting materials, board minutes and
archival materials, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/boardagn2.htm or call 703-324-8662.

See More Photos & Floor Plans at www.partnersinrealestate.com
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News
Foundation Honors Browne
Browne Academy has been honored with
the SupportMusic Merit Award from The
NAMM Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music education.
The SupportMusic Merit Award recognizes individual schools that demonstrate
outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and education to all students. To qualify for the SupportMusic Merit
Award, Browne Academy answered detailed
questions about funding, graduation requirements, music class participation, instruction time, facilities, support for the

music-making programs. Responses were
verified with school officials and reviewed
by The Music Research Institute at the University of Kansas.
“Music education is so important to us
here at Browne because it brings our students joy and confidence and contributes
to the overall vitality of our musical community,” said Browne’s music teachers Brittany Brandt and Danielle Brosious in a news
release. “This award validates all of the hard
work that our students and teachers put into
our music program every day.”

Estate Offers Augmented Reality Tour
George Washington’s estate has launched
its newest tour, “Mount Vernon in AR.”
George Washington’s Mount Vernon is one
of the country’s first historic sites to integrate augmented reality tours on
smartglasses into its regular visitor offerings.
The “Mount Vernon in AR” tour invites
guests to enjoy lesser-known stories of the
first president’s estate revealed by
immersive 3D imagery layered over a view
of the real landscape. Holograms of George
and Martha Washington, 360-degree recreations of former buildings and gardens, and
images of artifacts placed in their original
context, are among the many tools used in

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

the one-of-a-kind storytelling.
“The augmented reality tour enables us
to do things we cannot do every day: show
primary sources next to places and objects,
do large-scale reenactments of key events,
and take guests back through time to show
them what Mount Vernon looked like
throughout Washington’s entire lifetime,”
said Matt Briney, vice president of new
media for Mount Vernon.
The tour begins in the Ford Orientation
Center. At stops throughout the estate
guests see and hear moments from the lives
of Mount Vernon’s residents come to life,
See Estate, Page 17
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HomeLifeStyle

More photos and details at
www.FaceBook.com/
ConnectionNewspapers

Photos by Greg Hadley

Even in cooler months, guests can find a warm spot outdoors — whether it’s soaking in
the sunken hot tub or cozying up to the wood burning fireplace flanked by gas torches.

Stylish Outdoor Living Wins
‘Contractor of the Year’
Dreaming of making the
most of outdoor living?
Look at this.
By John Byrd
n outdoor living addition to Chateau-style
residence in Oakton has won a “Contractor of the Year” grand award for Sun Design Remodeling Specialists.
The comprehensive design — which combines a
screened porch, an outdoor kitchen and dining area,
a hot tub and a stone fireplace in a cleverly integrated, multi-level layout— completes the rear elevation of the 9,500 square foot custom home the
owners had built in 2001. The remodel to the home
of Larry and Lisa Rice was named best “Residential
Design/Outdoor Living Solution for $60,000 and
over” by the National Association of the Remodeling
Industry (NARI) metro DC chapter.
“We wanted an indoor/outdoor gathering place
that would bring the whole family together,” says
Lisa, 56, a retired mother of teenage twins. “The rear
of the house was originally conceived as a walk-out,
but I realized later that I didn’t want high decks. Once
I saw the design problem more clearly, I was simply
looking for a better set of options — albeit, ones I
couldn’t fully envision.” Rice credits Craig Durosko,
chairman and founder of Sun Design, with re-awakening her enthusiasm for the project by identifying
and prioritizing its primary components.
“Craig got our vision” Lisa says. “It was his attention to our goals that revived my interest in moving
forward.”
In the end, the plan appreciably responds to the
Rice family’s passion for indoor-outdoor living.
❖ A 437-square-foot screened porch linked to the
kitchen via a folding glass window provides a cozy,
insect-free gathering spot. An eight-foot counter abut-

A
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Best Outdoor Living Solution. A multicomponent, multi-level rear elevation
addition to a home in Oakton recently
garnered a “Contractor of the Year” Grand
Award for Sun Design Remodeling.
ting the “pass-thru” inside the porch facilitates service and dining. With a gas fireplace clad in stone
and a flat screen TV, the porch can be fully used as
an entertainment mecca nine months of the year;
❖ A formal dining area situated under a cedar pergola incorporates retractable awnings for shade;
❖ The 21-by-21-foot outdoor kitchen includes a
built-in Wolf gas grill, a beverage center with refrigerator, an ice maker, a sink, and a stainless oval grill;
❖ Three steps down, the open air deck (22-by-28
feet) features a wood-burning hearth and a hot tub
set-off by planters and gas torches — an inviting spot
to deeply relax, even in cooler weather.
❖ A ground-level patio (16-by-19-feet) just outside the fully-appointed lower level family room offers a fire pit, and a quiet perch for stargazing.
“I always thought of the lower patio as a place
where the kids could get away from the adults if they
wanted,” Lisa says. “On the other hand, Larry and I
like it too.”
Sun Design Remodeling is headquartered in Burke,Va. and
also maintains an office in McLean. For More Information
Visit: www.Sun Design.com or call 703-425-5588

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Entertainment
Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Good Luck Charms. Through April
14, at Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery,
105 N. Union Street, Studio 29,
Alexandria. A very special found
object, a four leaf clover, a rainbow,
a wishbone, a charm on a bracelet these objects all serve as inspiration
to gallery members when creating
pieces for this show. Themed work
will be eligible for recognition by the
jurors. Non-themed work may also be
exhibited. Visit
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com.
Art Exhibit: Waterworks. Through
April 14, Thursday-Sunday, noon-4
p.m. in the Athenaeum main gallery,
201 Prince St. Water Works features
paintings by Lisa Tubach and
Suzanne Yurdin, and prints by
Rhonda Smith. Each artist explores
varied interpretations of water and
aquatic environments. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.
Art Exhibit: Checks & Balances.
Through April 14, Thursday-Sunday,
noon-4 p.m. in the Athenaeum rear
gallery, 201 Prince St. Alexandra N.
Sherman stumbled onto a cache of
1930’s checks in an antique writing
box and was inspired to make use of
the printed engraving, beautiful
handwriting from a bygone era, and
stamps that marked their passage
through the banking system in a
series of collages. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.
Art Exhibit: “(No) Comfort Zone.”
Through April 28, gallery hours at
Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. The “(No)
Comfort Zone” exhibit reflects
people, places and things that are in
and/or out of their comfort zone.
Visit DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits.
Photography Exhibit: “Ranch
Life.” Through May 5, daily 10 a.m.5 p.m.; Thursdays, 2-8 p.m. at
Multiple Exposures Gallery, The
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N
Union St., Studio 312. Sandy LeBrunEvans visited Eaton’s Ranch in
Wyoming last year and was
enamored with the lifestyle and how
easy it was to forget the troubles of
the world and to get lost in the past.
Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com
or call 703-683-2205.
Art Exhibit: “Bugs. Or Kafka on
Prozac.” Through May 5, gallery
hours at The Art League, 105 North
Union St., Studio 21 in the Torpedo
Factory Art Center. Megan Partridge’s
“Bugs. Or Kafka on Prozac” takes a
closer look at these tiny creatures
that are often overlooked. The artist
imparts each arthropod with a
personality as distinct as their
biology, from the bedraggled bug

King Nudibranch by Lisa Tubach, oil and acrylic on canvas, 2019

Art Exhibit: Waterworks
Water Works features paintings by Lisa Tubach and Suzanne Yurdin, and prints by Rhonda Smith. Each artist explores varied
interpretations of water and aquatic environments. Through April 14, Thursday-Sunday, noon-4 p.m. at the Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.
aptly named Hangover Cricket to the
speeding blur in Super Bee.
Exhibitions are free and open to the
public. Visit www.theartleague.org or
call 703-683-1780.
Kathryn Coneway Exhibit. Through
May 31, at Huntley Meadows
Visitor’s Center, 3701 Lockheed
Blvd., Alexandria. Coneway’s mixedmedia art combines collage and
photographic transfers, and it
expresses her observations of nature.
She uses mulberry paper to create a
ground of color and texture. A
reception will be held Sunday, March
10 from 2-4 p.m. Students from
Kathryn Coneway’s winter class at
Huntley Meadows will also display
work. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/huntley-meadows.

FRIDAY/APRIL 12
Spring at Woodlawn & PopeLeighey. Pope-Leighey House
historic site opens for the season with
guided tours 11 a.m.-4 p.m., FridayMonday. There is also a slate of
events coming up this season. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/ for
more.
Alexandria After Work: Two

Sisters. 6-8 p.m. At Lloyd House,
220 North Washington St. The
Folklore Society of Greater
Washington (FSGW) and The Office
of Historic Alexandria sponsor the
Alexandria After Work Concert Series
the second Friday of the month. Two
Sisters, who entwine rich, fresh
harmonies into some of the oldest
songs in English and to “new” songs
by living troubadours such as Archie
Fisher. Suggested donation for the
musicians; no ticket required. Beer
and wine for sale. Visit fsgw.org for
more.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 12-13
2019 Spring Garden Market. 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at River Farm, 7931 East
Boulevard Drive. Kick off the
gardening season with vendors
selling plants and seeds, garden
decor, etc.; Master Gardeners
available to answer gardening
questions; a botanically themed art
show; and a food truck. Familyfriendly; pets allowed on leashes.
AHS members, free; non-members,
$10 per car. Visit
www.ahsgardening.org/about-riverfarm/events-programs/spring-

Art Exhibit:
Checks & Balances
Alexandra N. Sherman stumbled onto
a cache of 1930’s checks in an antique
writing box and was inspired to make
use of the printed engraving, beautiful
handwriting from a bygone era, and
stamps that marked their passage
through the banking system in a series
of collages. Through April 14, ThursdaySunday, noon-4 p.m. at the Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Visit www.nvfaa.org or
call 703-548-0035.

Alexandra N. Sherman, A Perfect 10 by Alexandra N.
Sherman, vintage paper collage on 1930’s check, 2019.
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garden-market or call 703-768-5700.

SATURDAY/APRIL 13
Hamilton’s BFF & Frenemies
Specialty Tour. 10-11 a.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St. Inspired by the musical
Hamilton, hear about Washington,
Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison, and
Burr, who all came to the tavern, and
delve into the issues they faced and
how their choices impacted local
citizens. This specialty tour is offered
every Saturday in April. $15 per
person, $12 for museum members.
Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/shop for
tickets.
Becoming American. 10 a.m.-noon
Alexandria’s History Museum at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Carefully curated, Becoming
American is a selection of
documentaries representing a
selection of diverse immigration
experiences drawn from both the past
and present. Each of the sessions is
moderated followed by discussion
after the viewing. Light refreshments
will be available. This program is
designed for adults, high school
students may attend with an adult.
Free, pre-registration is required at
shop.alexandriava.gov.
Community Egg Hunt. 10-noon at
Fairlington United Methodist Church
Playground, 3900 King St. You are
invited to a free Community Egg
Hunt with a moon bounce, face
painting, balloons, refreshments, and
Easter Bunny. Egg hunt begins at
10:30. Free. Call 703-671-8557 or
visit www.fairlingtonumc.org.
Walking Tour: Historic Fires. 1-3
p.m. at Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St. A big fire
can impact an entire community.
Visit the sites of significant fires that
occurred in 1871, 1873, 1897 and
1909, and learn about the technology
employed to fight these fires. For
ages 10 and older. $6 for adults, $4
ages 10-17. Reservations are required
at shop.alexandriava.gov.
History’s Mysteries in the Vault.

6:30 p.m. at Ivy Hill Cemetery, 2823
King St. Join Historians and
storytellers, Terry Gish and Wayne
Kehoe for an historical evening in Ivy
Hill Cemetery’s Public Vault. Tales
from the Vault: Hoaxes Spring
Eternal is a collection of stories about
some of the most famous and
infamous hoaxes and urban legends
in the US and how they developed
and expanded over time, including
April Fool’s Day (with special
significance given to the Number 13).
Admission is $20. Space is limited.
Reserve and pay in advance online at
PayPal.me/IHCHPS to guarantee a
seat in the vault or RSVP to
info@ihchps.org.
Magic & Illusion Show. 7-8:45 p.m.
at Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 4915 E. Campus
Drive. An evening of “Magic &
Illusion” featuring some of the
world’s greatest magicians and
performers. Strolling magicians
before the show. Ticket prices are
family friendly and seating is
reserved. Tickets start at $20. Visit
www.magi-whirl.org or call 703-3475540.
Symphony Gala and Auction. At
The Atrium/Society Fair. The theme
for the event is Gatsby’s Speakeasy II,
an Evening of Drinks, Dice & Dance.
The evening promises surprises,
deals, dining, socializing with friends
and new acquaintances, and dancing.
Support of the annual Symphony
Gala will go a long way towards
assuring the continued growth and
excellence of the ASO. $225. Visit
e.givesmart.com/events/cTm/ for
tickets.

SUNDAY/APRIL 14
Philharmonic Orchestra Concert.
3-5 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. The Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic continues their season
spotlighting women composers with
an evening of 20th-century music by
Florence Price, Elinor Remick
Warren, and Thea Musgrave. $25
general admission, children admitted
free. Visit www.wmpamusic.org or
call 703-799-8229.
Women in History. 3 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Unitarian Church, 1901
Windmill Lane. Featuring Pat Wirth,
Turning Point Suffragist Memorial
Association – highlighting the history
of the Suffragist movement, the
importance of honoring,
memorializing and educating future
generations about the suffragists, and
the plans for the Suffragist Memorial.
Elaine Flynn, of Our Town Topics,
will bring to life, in costume and in
verse, the historic figure of Dorothy
Parker, writer and satirist, known as
the wittiest woman of the 1920’s.
Suffragist attire, hats and pearls
encouraged. Tea and cookies served.
$25 per person. Visit
MVUC.brownpapertickets.com for
tickets.

MONDAY/APRIL 15
Curves Birthday Party. Noon-4 p.m.
at Curves of Alexandria, 7918 Fort
Hunt Road. Curves of Alexandria, a
fitness club for women, is celebrating
their third year in the Hollin Hall
Shopping Center. Join them for an
open house/birthday party with fun,
food, friends and prizes. Free. Call
703-721-2044.

TUESDAY/APRIL 16
U.S. Records Research. 1-3 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society,
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. “Using U.S.
Records to Find Your Original
Surname and Village of Origin.”
Genealogist Carol KostakosPetranek
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

EASTER
DINING

COME OUT OF YOUR SHELL AND SING!
EVERY NIGHT IS KARAOKE NIGHT!

Special Easter Brunch

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY

Sunday, April 21 • 11:00 A.M.-2:30 P.M.

For Fun and Karaoke!

Easter Sunday Dinner

21 & over only

Full A La Carte Menu with Dinner Specials

Call us for details

(703) 739-2274
1319 King St, Alexandria,VA

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Entertainment
will speak about U.S. records that can be
used to discover ancestral surnames
and villages of origin. Free, open to
the public. Free, open to the public.
Visit www.mvgenealogy.org for
more.
Embrace Your Voice: A Night of
Poetry. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St. Join
Doorways, Friends of Guest House,
and the Alexandria Sexual Assault
Center for our annual Sexual Assault
Awareness and Prevention Month
(#SAAPM) poetry share. This event
is free, but space is limited, so tickets
are required. Specially trained
advocates will be available for
anyone who may be triggered and
would like help with grounding. If
you’re interested in speaking or
reading your work, please contact
Ashley Blowe at
ashley.blowe@alexandriava.gov or
703-746-3118 by March 30. Reserve
tickets at www.doorwaysva.org/
events/event/embrace2019/.

APRIL 16-MAY 19
Juried Show: “East Meets West.”
Gallery hours at Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery, Torpedo Factory Art Center,
Studio 29, 105 North Union St. Ikat
weaving, Batik, Sashiko embroidery,
Shibori dyeing, hand stamping, and
other Eastern techniques and
clothing styles are integrated with
Western designs and techniques.
Themed work will be eligible for
recognition by the jurors. Nonthemed work will also be exhibited.
Free admission. Call 703-548-0935 or
visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com
for more.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 19-21
Easter Egg Hunt. Friday, 3 p.m.;
Saturday, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
2:30 p.m.; and Sunday, 12:30 p.m.,
2:30 p.m. at Lee-Fendall House
Museum & Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Activities include games, crafts,
refreshments, and photos with the
Easter Bunny. $15 children, $5
adults. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703548-1789.

SATURDAY/APRIL 20
Mount Vernon Flea Market. 8 a.m.1 p.m. at 8717 Fort Hunt Road. Flea
market will take place the third
Saturday of every month (through
September). Refreshments available
for sale. Admission is free. Visit
mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com
for more info.

Boundary Stone Bike Tour. 9:15
a.m. at Entrance to East Falls Church
Metro Station (under I-66 on
Sycamore Street). See 12 historic
D.C. boundary stones in Arlington,
Alexandria, and Fairfax County on
this 35-mile tour. The pace will be
leisurely with many stops with easyto-moderate difficulty and a few long
uphill climbs on bike trails and paved
streets. Bring lunch, water, and any
type of bike. No reservations
necessary. Sponsored by Center
Hiking Club
(www.centerhikingclub.org), $2 for
non-members. Contact Bernie Berne
at 703-243-0179 or
bhberne@yahoo.com.
Hamilton’s BFF & Frenemies
Specialty Tour. 10-11 a.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St. Inspired by the musical
Hamilton, hear about Washington,
Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison, and
Burr, who all came to the tavern, and
delve into the issues they faced and
how their choices impacted local
citizens. This specialty tour is offered
every Saturday in April. $15 per
person, $12 for museum members.
Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/shop for
tickets.
Floral Design Workshop – Spring
Bulbs. 10-11:30 a.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. (16-Adult) Enjoy spring colors
indoors with a beau–tiful spring bulb
flower arrangement. Learn about the
special conditioning and design
considerations of working with bulbs
from certified designer Betty Ann
Galway as she leads participants
through creating this spring bulb
design to take home. Materials
provided for $30 supply fee. Program
fee is $39/person. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 245.F4BB or
call 703-642-5173.
Raptor Rapture. 10 a.m.-noon at
Belle Haven Park, GWMemorial
Parkway. Youngsters of all ages can
see big birds called raptors (owls,
hawks) up close when the Friends of
Dyke Marsh, Secret Gardens Birds
and Bees, the National Park Service
and the Monarch Teachers Network
“host” these birds. These birds were
injured and rehabilitated. They
cannot survive on their own in the
wild. No pets, please. Free. Visit
www.fodm.org.
Walking With Washington Tour. 24 p.m. at Ramsay House, Alexandria
Visitor’s Center, 221 King St.,
Alexandria. Explore important sites
associated with George Washington
in his hometown of Alexandria. This
guided walking tour of historic Old

Towne covers significant people and
events in Washington’s life and in
American history, with stops at
Ramsay House, Market Square,
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall
Tavern/Charles Lee House, Gadsby’s
Tavern, Washington’s townhouse,
The Lord Fairfax House, the “LightHorse” Harry Lee house and Christ
Church. Free. Visit
washingtonbirthday.com or call 703379-7460.
“Elegant Easter” Floral
Arrangement Workshop. 4-6
p.m. at Bon Vivant Cafe + Market in
Del Ray. Participants will create their
own unique floral centerpiece for
their holiday festivities. Intended for
teens to adults, but children are
welcomed as guests or helpers at no
cost. $49, includes all instruction,
materials and fresh flowers/greens.
Tickets are available through
Eventbrite.
Country-Western Dance. 7-9:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a dance with
lessons, 6-7 p.m. and open dancing,
7-9:30 p.m. A DJ provides music.
Couples and singles of all ages
welcome. Admission for members
$10; non-members $12; children
under 18 accompanied by a paying
adult $5. Smoke-free, alcohol-free.
BYO refreshments. Visit
www.nvcwda.org for more.

MONDAY/APRIL 22
Eco-City Report Card: Is
Alexandria Cleaning Up Its Act?
7:15 p.m. At The Hermitage
Auditorium, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.,
Alexandria. Part of the
Agenda:Alexandria program, which
falls on the fourth Monday of the
month, begin at 7:15 p.m. Programs
are $5 each or free with your $35
membership, payable on-line at
www.AgendaAlexandria.org/sign-up
page or at the door by check or
credit. All are invited to a preprogram dinner if desired. Dinner is
6:45-7:15 p.m., prices starting at $32
with reservations by the Friday prior
to the program. Visit
www.Agenda:Alexandria.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 24
Denim Day. The City’s Sexual Assault
Center (SAC) is sponsoring displays,
exhibits, workshops and events
around the community to raise
awareness of sexual assault and
support survivors. The SAC invites
the community to show their support
for survivors of sexual assault by

‘Bugs.
Or Kafka on Prozac’
Megan Partridge’s “Bugs. Or Kafka on
Prozac” takes a closer look at these tiny
creatures that are often overlooked. The
artist imparts each arthropod with a
personality as distinct as their biology,
from the bedraggled bug aptly named
Hangover Cricket to the speeding blur in
Super Bee. Through April 11, gallery
hours at The Art League, 105 North
Union St., Studio 21 in the Torpedo Factory Art Center. Exhibitions are free and
open
to
the
public.
Visit
www.theartleague.org or call 703-6831780.

Super Bee by Megan Partridge, Acrylic on Paper.
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Entertainment

Aldersgate Church Community Theater proudly presents

Raptor Rapture
Youngsters of all ages can see big
birds called raptors (owls, hawks) up
close when the Friends of Dyke Marsh,
Secret Gardens Birds and Bees, the National Park Service and the Monarch
Teachers Network “host” these birds.
These birds were injured and rehabilitated. They cannot survive on their own
in the wild. No pets, please. Saturday,
April 20, 10 a.m.-noon at Belle Haven
Park, GWMemorial Parkway. Free. Visit
www.fodm.org.

March 29
to
April 14
Directed by
Eleanore Tapscott
Produced by
Marzanne Claiborne &
Charles Dragonette

Tix/Info:
acctonline.org

Photo by Glenda Booth

An Eastern screech owl is one example of the raptors
visitors can see up close.
wearing jeans on Denim Day. For more
information and a full list of events
and activities, visit alexandriava.gov/
SexualViolence.

FRIDAY/APRIL 26
Family Splash Night. 6-9 p.m. At
Chinquapin Park Rec Center and
Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St.,
Alexandria. Featuring John Adams
and Patrick Henry Schools schools.
Enjoy swimming, a floating obstacle
course, games, relays, refreshments,
music, diving for prizes and more.
Different schools are featured at each
event but all are welcome. Admission
is $4 per person upon entry. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation
for more.
Play: “Yet I Stand.” 7 p.m., at the Lee
Center, Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St. The City’s Sexual
Assault Center (SAC) is sponsoring
displays, exhibits, workshops and
events around the community to
raise awareness of sexual assault and
support survivors. “Yet I Stand,” is a
presented in partnership with Friends
of Guest House, the City of
Alexandria Domestic Violence
Program, and SAC. For more
information and a full list of events
and activities, visit alexandriava.gov/
SexualViolence.

SATURDAY/APRIL 27
Garden Day Craft Sale. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
at Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Stop by historic Carlyle House during
Alexandria Garden Day to tour the
museum and purchase crafts by local
artisans. Visit www.carlylehouse.org
or call 703-549-2997.
Project Discovery Walkathon. 8:30
a.m.-12 p.m. At Fort Ward Park,
4301 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria.
Come join the fun at the 23rd annual
Project Discovery Walkathon. Based
at T.C. Williams High School and the
Minnie Howard 9th Grade Center,
Project Discovery prepares and
motivates low-income and first
generation college-eligible students
to access opportunities in higher
education. This Walkathon is the
spring fundraiser and all proceeds go
to the program. Free. Visit
alexandriava.gov/ProjectDiscovery.
Watercolor Workshop – Color
Theory. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. (16-Adult)
Understanding color is essential to
creat–ing work that captivates the
eye and evokes certain moods or
emotions. Through a series of
exercises lead by artist Dawn Flores,
learn to understand tints, shades and
tones, the color wheel, complemen–
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

tary colors, warm and cool colors and
color schemes. Make useful charts
and swatches that can be used for
future reference. $93/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code F91.8B8F or
call 703-642-5173.
Hamilton’s BFF & Frenemies
Specialty Tour. 10-11 a.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St. Inspired by the musical
Hamilton, hear about Washington,
Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison, and
Burr, who all came to the tavern, and
delve into the issues they faced and
how their choices impacted local
citizens. This specialty tour is offered
every Saturday in April. $15 per
person, $12 for museum members.
Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/shop for
tickets.
Becoming American. 10 a.m.-noon
Alexandria’s History Museum at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Carefully curated, Becoming
American is a selection of
documentaries representing a
selection of diverse immigration
experiences drawn from both the past
and present. Each of the sessions is
moderated followed by discussion
after the viewing. Light refreshments
will be available. This program is
designed for adults, high school
students may attend with an adult.
Free, pre-registration is required at
shop.alexandriava.gov.
Bus Tour: “From Slavery to
Freedom.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at
George Washington’s Mount Vernon.
This special bus tour begins at Mount
Vernon with an exclusive viewing of
Mount Vernon’s Lives Bound
Together exhibition, on slavery at
George Washington’s plantation.
Afterward, visitors will walk to
Mount Vernon’s Slave Cemetery for a
site talk by archeologists, followed by
a lunchtime lecture (box lunch
provided). Guests will board a bus to
Alexandria and visit Freedom House
Museum, then on to Alexandria’s
Contraband and Freedmen Cemetery
Memorial. The tour will conclude at
Mount Vernon at 4 p.m. The tour will
go rain or shine and has extended
periods of walking over uneven
terrain. $40. Get tickets at
shop.alexandriava.gov/.
Celebrate Historic Garden Week.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Five of Old Town
Alexandria’s finest private homes and
gardens will open to the public, as
part of Historic Garden Week in
Virginia, the oldest and largest house
and garden tour in the nation. This
walking tour features private
townhomes and secluded gardens
located along the tree lined streets of

Alexandria’s historic district,
refreshments and a marketplace at
the Athenaeum, and is just steps
away from Old Town’s fine dining
and boutique shopping. $45 in
advance at www.vagardenweek.org
or at the Alexandria Visitor Center at
Ramsay House (221 King St.). On the
date of the tour, $55 at the
Athenaeum (201 Prince St.) and at
the Old Presbyterian Meeting House
(323 South Fairfax St.). Tickets will
not be sold at individual tour homes.
Spring Benefit Concert: “Kindred
Spirits.” 3 p.m. at Convergence,
1801 N. Quaker Lane. Celebrate
connections, including friendship,
kinship, sisterhood, and even
frenemies. This event will feature
Sopranessence’s arrangements of
music from popular operas &
operettas such as Hansel and Gretel,
The Mikado and Mozart’s Cosí fan
Tutte; audience-favorite musicals like
Miss Saigon, Cinderella, Wicked, and
more. Proceeds support St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.
Through Friday, April 26: $20; $10,
ages 12 & under. All tickets $25 at
the door. Visit ourconvergence.org
for more.

SUNDAY/APRIL 28
Britain on the Green. 9:30 a.m.-3
p.m. at Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston
Road, Lorton. The 22nd Britain on
the Green show will feature two
hundred British cars and
motorcycles, music, food trucks,
youth activities, and admission to
Gunston Hall and grounds. $10
adult; $5 children 6-18. Visit
www.capitaltriumphregister.com/
bog/ or call 703-522-6571.
Love Your Pet Day Block Party. 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Local businesses will host
a block party on Roth & Colvin
streets in the West End with proceeds
benefiting the Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria. The kick-off
will be held mid-way along Colvin
Street at 11am, hosted by Dr. Katy
Nelson. Children and leashed pets
welcomed. Free admission. Visit
www.alexandrialoveyourpetday.com.

TUESDAY/APRIL 30
Rare 1792 Gold Coin on Display.
In the Donald W. Reynolds Education
Center, at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon. On the 230th
anniversary of George Washington’s
first inauguration, visitors will have
the opportunity to view the 1792
Washington President gold eagle
pattern coin, the earliest gold pattern
proposed for U.S. coinage and the
only gold coin with this design. This
unique piece, on loan indefinitely
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from a private owner, will remain on
view as part of Mount Vernon’s
educational experience for its more
than 1 million annual visitors. Visit
mountvernon.org/1792coin.
Twilight & Tipple Tours. 6-9 p.m. at
Pope-Leighey House, 9000 Richmond
Highway. Experience Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Pope-Leighey House by
twilight. This tour series is a rare
chance to see one of Wright’s houses
illuminated against a night sky. Grab
a drink, included in the price of the
tour ticket, and walk through the
house on a leisurely, open house
style tour with plenty of time to take
stunning photos. $35. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/ for
more.

FRIDAY/MAY 3

Public Meetings
Funding the Right Transportation Projects
You are invited to share comments on transportation projects that have been recommended for funding in the
FY2020-2025 Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP). Additionally, pursuant to §33.2-202, comments will be
accepted for new projects valued in excess of $25 million. Hearings held in Northern Virginia and Fredericksburg will also provide opportunity for input on the I-95 Corridor Improvement Plan. The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) will consider your comments as it develops the FY2020-2025 Six-Year Improvement
Program. The program allocates public funds to highway, road, bridge, rail, bicycle, pedestrian, and public
transportation projects. All federally eligible projects in the SYIP will be included in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program to document how Virginia will obligate its federal funds. Meeting materials will be
available at http://www.ctb.virginia.gov/planning/springmeetings/default.asp beginning April 11, 2019.
Public hearings begin at 4 p.m. in each of the locations except as noted below:
A formal comment period will be held at these meetings.

Thursday, April 11, 2019
Lynchburg District
Holiday Inn Lynchburg
601 Main St.
Lynchburg, VA 24504

Monday, April 15, 2019
Hampton Roads District
/HTW[VU9VHKZ+PZ[YPJ[6ɉJL
Auditorium
7511 Burbage Drive
:\ɈVSR=(

Monday, April 22, 2019
Staunton District
Blue Ridge Community College
Plecker Center for
Continuing Education
One College Lane
Weyers Cave, VA 24486

Tuesday, April 23, 2019
Bristol District
Southwest Virginia
Higher Education Center
One Partnership Circle
Abingdon, VA 24210

Thursday, April 25, 2019
Richmond District
Richmond Marriott - Short Pump
4240 Dominion Boulevard
Glen Allen, VA 23060

Monday, May 6, 2019
Culpeper District
Culpeper District Auditorium
1601 Orange Road
Culpeper, VA 22701

Thursday, May 9, 2019
Fredericksburg District
James Monroe High School
2300 Washington Avenue
Fredericksburg, VA 22401

Monday, May 13, 2019
NOVA District
5VY[OLYU=PYNPUPH+PZ[YPJ[6ɉJL
Potomac Conference Room
4975 Alliance Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030

Tuesday, May 7, 2019
Salem District
Holiday Inn Tanglewood
4468 Starkey Road
Roanoke, VA 24018

**meeting begins at 6 p.m.

**meeting begins at 6 p.m.

*The Northern Virginia District meeting will serve as the required joint public meeting with the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority, the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission, the Virginia Railway Express,
and the CTB per § 33.2-214.3 of the Code of Virginia.
Beginning at 3 p.m. (except in Northern Virginia and Fredericksburg, which will begin at 5 p.m.), there will
also be an open house with information and opportunities for public feedback on the statewide, multimodHS[YHUZWVY[H[PVUWSHURUV^UHZ=;YHUZ;OPZVWLUOV\ZL^PSSIL[OLÄYZ[VMMV\YMVY[OLUL^WSHU\WKH[L
and will cover the vision and goals for the plan as well as information on the required statewide multimodal
Needs Assessment. More information can be found at www.VTrans.org or via email at comment@vtrans.org.
There is no formal hearing for the VTrans open house.

UCM Give From the Heart Gala. 6
p.m. at Belle Haven Country Club,
6023 Fort Hunt Road. Hosted by The
Friends of UCM, the 2019 Gala is also
part of UCM’s 50th Anniversary
Celebration. The theme for the
yearlong celebration is “50 Years of
Neighbors Helping Neighbors.”
Honorary Co-Chairs are U.S. Sen.
Mark Warner (D-VA) and Mrs. Addy
Krizek, both former UCM Board
members. $200. RSVP at
www.ucmagency.org.
Fostering the Future Gala 2019. 7
p.m. at Hummingbird, 220 South
Union St. The Fund for Alexandria’s
Child hosts its Annual Fostering the
Future Event — Captain’s Night. This
annual fundraiser supports the work
of The Fund in providing life
enriching opportunities for children
in foster care and those at risk of
abuse and neglect. Join for an
evening of live/silent auction items,
an oyster bar, hors d’oeuvres,
cocktails, music and dancing.
Nautical or cocktail attire. $100. Visit
www.FFAC2019.givesmart.com for
tickets.

MONDAY/MAY 6
Mouse in the House. 10-11 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Adapted from the book “The Mouse
of Amherst” by Elizabeth Spires,
Mouse in House reveals an unlikely
friendship between a lively mouse
and reclusive 19th-century poet
Emily Dickinson. Free. Call 703-933-

1111 or visit www.janefranklin.com/
mouse-show.

THURSDAY/MAY 9
Archaeology After Dark: Fort
Delaware and the Alexandria
VCP. 6:30 p.m. at The Lloyd House,
220 N. Washington St. Lab Manager
Kevin Bradley introduces the
Alexandria Veterans Curation
Program (VCP) and its unique
mission to serve military veterans
and rehabilitate at-risk United States
Army Corps of Engineers
archaeological collections. He will
highlight the program’s preservation
efforts of the Fort Delaware Civil War
prison camp collection. $12/person;
$10 FOAA/OHA members. Visit
www.foaa.info/events.
Audubon at Home. 7:30-9 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. The Potowmack
Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant
Society presents Audubon at Home.
For membership and other
information, visit vnps.org/
potowmack/.

SATURDAY/MAY 11
Watercolor on Canvas. 9:30 a.m.3:30 p.m. at Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road. (Adults)
Learn to paint with watercolor on
canvas with the help of artist Marni
Maree. The process for this medium
is very different from paper and quite
fun. Experience painting more
“subtractively,” by put–ting paint on
the canvas then moving and
removing the color to create the
subject. Bring photo references of
what you want to paint. $93/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 2A7.9143 or
call 703-642-5173.
Paint-A-Pot Workshop. 10-11:30
a.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. (16-Adult) Get
crafty at Green Spring Gardens wit
some fun, flavored teas for you to sip
while decorating a clay flower pot
with paint and decoupage. Green
Spring staff will provide the supplies
and know-how, participants provide
the creativity. $38/person. Register
online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/parktakes/ using code
624.F5D9 or call 703-642-5173.

Correction
The photos accompanying the article
“Pipeline Playwrights
To Present New
Reading” were
misidentified in the
April 4 issue. Here
are the correct
identifications.
Jean Koppen

Brad Sperber

You can also submit your comments via email or mail by May 27, 2019, to:
For roads and highways: Six-YearProgram@VDOT.Virginia.gov, or Infrastructure Investment Director, Virginia
Department of Transportation, 1401 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23219.
For rail and public transportation: DRPTPR@drpt.virginia.gov7\ISPJ0UMVYTH[PVU6ɉJL=PYNPUPH+LWHY[TLU[
of Rail and Public Transportation, 600 East Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond, VA 23219.
7KH&RPPRQZHDOWKLVFRPPLWWHGWRHQVXULQJWKDWQRSHUVRQLVH[FOXGHGIURPSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQRUGHQLHGWKHEHQH¿WVRILWVVHUYLFHV
RQWKHEDVLVRIUDFHFRORURUQDWLRQDORULJLQDVSURWHFWHGE\7LWOH9,RIWKH&LYLO5LJKWV$FWRI,I\RXQHHGIXUWKHULQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHVHSROLFLHVRUVSHFLDODVVLVWDQFHIRUSHUVRQVZLWKGLVDELOLWLHVRUOLPLWHG(QJOLVKSUR¿FLHQF\SOHDVHFRQWDFWWKH9LUJLQLD
'HSDUWPHQWRI7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ¶V7LWOH9,&RPSOLDQFH2I¿FHUDWRUWKH9LUJLQLD'HSDUWPHQWRI5DLODQG3XEOLF7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ¶V7LWOH9,&RPSOLDQFH2I¿FHUDW 77<XVHUVFDOO 
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News

Help with Saturday’s Cleanup
Volunteers from the The Friends of the Mount
Vernon Trail are cleaning up the plastic trash that
has washed ashore north of the Washington Sailing
Marina on Saturday, April 13 in conjunction with
Alice Ferguson Foundation and Rails to Trails
Conservancy’s Opening Day for Trails.
Those wanting to help in the cleanup, from 2-4

p.m., should meet at the Washington Sailing Marina.
The Friends of the Mount Vernon Trail will provide
trash grabbers, bags, gloves and some snacks.
The Friends of the Mount Vernon Trail is an all volunteer group dedicated to improving the Mount
Vernon Trail for all users. Find out more at
MountVernonTrail.org.

Fatal Pedestrian Crash in Alexandria
An 82-year-old man died March 28 after he was
hit by a car on March 26. John Bright, of Springfield, was crossing Richmond Highway at the intersection of Fairhaven Avenue around 8 a.m. The driver
of a 2000 Toyota Echo was making a left turn from
Fairhaven Avenue to Richmond Highway and struck
Bright while he was in the crosswalk. Bright was
taken to the hospital where he died two days later.

The driver, Robin Greene, of Florida, remained at
the scene and is cooperating with detectives. The
driver was charged with failing to pay full time and
attention to driving. Neither speed nor alcohol appear to be factors.
Anyone with information about this crash is asked
to contact the Mount Vernon District Police Station’s
Crash Reconstruction Unit at 703-280-0543

Estate Offers
Augmented Reality Tour
From Page 9
such as young Washington playing an 18th-century
lawn game or George, the enslaved gardener, describing the role of the greenhouse.
The tour is now available for $12.50 in addition to
general admission. This experience is weather dependent. For more information, visit mountvernon.org/AR.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Crime Report
From Page 5
3900 block of Manzanita Place, package from
residence
8600 block of Woodlawn Court, property from
location
APRIL 3
LARCENIES
1600 block of Belle View Boulevard, cash from
business
7900 block of Richmond Highway, cell phone
from location

Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ April 11-17, 2019 ❖ 17

Opinion
Affordable
From Page 6
coming similar to a raging five-alarm fire,
but unfortunately the county’s approach has
been to tackle it with a garden hose instead
of giving it the priority attention it truly
deserves.
Therefore, we strongly urges the Board
of Supervisors to increase funding for the
Housing Trust Fund in the 2020 Budget by
exploring inefficiencies in other programs
and/or include an additional half-penny
real estate tax in this year’s budget. These
funds should be used to stimulate new investment in new market affordable units,

... similar to a raging
five-alarm fire ...
and preserve existing ones. Also, beginning
in FY2021, approve an annual appropriation of $50 million for the county’s Housing Trust Fund. The argument that there is
already unused money in the Trust Fund is
also unacceptable, and the county should
address this immediately to encourage more
private investment.
In a related matter, we applaud the county
for funding efforts to investigate real estate
steering and discrimination. The 2017 Office of Human Rights and Equity Programs
report found that because of past discriminatory practices in housing, Fairfax County
does not have the racial distribution in housing that would be present in a free housing
market. These studies should begin to address this issue.
Next we would like to revisit the issue of
early childhood education. There are more
than 17,000 children from low-income
families eligible for county-subsidized preK education who are not receiving it with
over 4,000 currently wait-listed. Last year
the county only provided funding for an
additional 36 children; but in response to
our requests to do more, the county claimed
it would conduct a study to learn the full
scope of the problem and cost to implement
universal pre-K. Unfortunately, as of today
the county has neither followed-through
with the promised study nor funded a meaningful increase for the known children. This
year the county is funding the exact same
increase as it did last year — 36. Therefore
we are reiterating our call for the county to
commit the necessary resources to enroll at
least 300 low-income children in pre-K in
2020 and to devise a long-term plan to provide for at least 2,000 children over the next
five years.
We applaud and support the plan to fund
the purchase and implementation of police
body worn cameras using the funds that
were set aside to implement the recommendations of the Ad-Hoc Police Practices and
Review Commission. This would be a significant step towards bringing the Fairfax
County Police Department on par with other
local and regional departments. As one of
the largest in the country, it’s important that
our department remains a leader in innovation, transparency, and public accountability.
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SPECIAL SAVINGS
FOR YOUR TOYOTA

5/31/19.

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

5/31/19.

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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