
Madison High Graduates 
Look to Years Ahead
News, Page 12

Ending Gerrymandering
—Not Quite
Opinion, Page 4

Goodbye Alma Mater
News, Page 3

online at www.connectionnewspapers.com          June 12-18, 2019

P
h
o
t
o
 b

y 
M

er
c
ia

 H
o
bs

o
n
/
T

h
e 

C
o
n
n
ec

t
io

n

Postal Customer
ECR WSS

Attention Postmaster: 
Time sensitive material. 

Requested in home 6-13-19

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Easton, MD
permit #322

O
pi

n
io

n
, 
P
ag

e 
4
  
v

  
E
n
t
er

t
ai

n
m

en
t
, 
P
ag

e 
8
  
v

  
C

la
ss

ifi
ed

s,
 P

ag
e 

10

HomeLifeStyle
Page, 6

Oakton High School Class of 2019 Officers, 
Student Government Officers and guest 
speaker Sandy Reynolds gather before 
the start of the Fifty-first Commencement 
Exercises held at George Mason University 
EagleBank Arena on June 6.  
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703-281-4868
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• Experience (Invisalign over 15 years)

• Attending Faculty (Teaching lnvisalign at; Washington 

Hospital Center Department of  Orthodontics)

• Voted "Top/Best" Orthodontist in Northern Virginia
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Complimentary Consultation 
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News
Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or north@connectionnewspapers.com

By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

F
or the Oakton High School community, June
6 proved to be a special day. Surrounded
by family, friends, teachers, administrators
and distinguished guests at the school’s

Fifty-first Commencement Exercises, a reported 670
young adults sat in their burgundy caps and gowns
at George Mason University EagleBank Arena ready
to begin their next great adventure.

Before the Commencement Exercises started
though, graduate candidate Gabriella Shapo — cho-
sen to present the Student Address during the cer-
emony — shared what she considered the most im-
portant lesson she learned at Oakton High School
and the theme of her Address: “Individual responsi-
bility for the collective good,” Shapo said.

Before remarks by guest speaker, Sandy Reynolds,
graduate candidate David Park stepped to the po-
dium and recognized two faculty members retiring
at the end of the school year, David Foley and Fred
Priester. “We appreciate you and wish you all the
best,” he said.

Next, Devin Martin announced that the Class of
2019 began a new tradition at Oakton High School,
the Class Teacher Award. Martin explained that
graduating class nominated one teacher who it be-
lieved made the most significant impact on them over
the last four years. Before announcing the name,
Martin read some of the many comments students
submitted: “I have never met a teacher who wants
to teach and see her students succeed as much as
she does. … She’s a teacher you can come to for any-
thing, and she will be completely honest. … Simply
put, she’s the best.” The winner of the Class of 2019
Teacher Award went to Kelly Butterfield.

PRINCIPAL Jamie S. Lane announced the recipient
of the highest and most prestigious award bestowed
upon a graduating senior, the 2019 Faculty Award
given to a student who selflessly and generously con-
tributed to the Oakton High School community
throughout his or her tenure. Lane said, “She has
grown from a shy, nervous freshman into an inde-
pendent, thoughtful graduate... positive and uplift-
ing to her classmates and teammates and pushes
herself and others to achieve that which seems be-

yond reach. I am honored to present the 2019 Fac-
ulty Award to Carolyn Qu.”

Kelsey Brooks introduced guest speaker, Sandy
Reynolds, a longtime member of the Fairfax County
Public Schools and Oakton High School community
who, Brooks described, worked “tirelessly through
her career to create and grow a culture of equality.”
In her remarks, Reynolds said, “My ultimate goal was
to make Oakton High School the best in the county
with the happiest and most productive students.
Happy kids; happy classroom.”

Graduate candidate Gabriella Shapo provided the
student address. In it, she spoke about the over-
whelming pride the Class of 2019 will have 20 years
from now, when  “we see the people from our high
school, leaving a real, and lasting legacy.” Shapo cau-
tioned her classmates not to focus their energy on
“making an impact, let’s consider how we’re making
(it).” Shapo told the story of a man who tried to
change the world and he couldn’t, so he decided to
change his country, then his community and finally
his family, failing miserably at all. Instead, Shapo told
the Class of 2019 that the man changed himself. He
dedicated much of his time to personal development,
to be kinder, to give for the sake of giving, to learn
about the world around him and to laugh. She said
that the man’s family saw the difference and mod-
eled his actions, as did individuals in the commu-
nity, his country and the world. “Our collective ripple
effect of friends, family, and Class of 2019 is nearly
infinite. With that kind of power, it’ll take a lot less
than 20 years to see how we changed the world,”
Shapo said.

Oakton High School Singers presented the Senior
Tribute to the graduating class and all who supported
them on their journey. Tiffany Powell directed the
Singers with Ester Rivera performing a solo.

Afterward, Jennifer Hogan, Director of Student Ser-
vices, thanked all for joining to honor the Oakton High
School Class of 2019 and addressed Principal Lane
for the words all awaited. “I certify that the members
of the Senior Class of 2019 have met the requirements
established by the Commonwealth of Virginia and
Fairfax County School Board. I declare them eligible
for graduation from Oakton High School.”

ONE BY ONE, the Class of 2019 lined up, and Lane
presented diplomas to the 670 candidates. After the
final candidate received her diploma Lane asked the
Oakton High School Class of 2019 to stand. She an-
nounced, “By virtue of the authority vested in me as
principal of Oakton High School...I hereby confirm
that the Seniors of the Class of 2019, whose names
have been presented to me are now graduates of
Oakton High School. Congratulations.”

Oakton High School holds
Fifty-first Commencement
Exercises.

Goodbye Alma Mater

Guest Speaker Sandy
Reynolds said the world
needs strong young adults
who own up when they
mess up.

Gabriella Shapo prepares
to deliver the Student
Address to the Oakton High
School Class of 2019 at
Commencement Exercises
held June 6.

Oakton High School Princi-
pal Jamie S. Lane prepares
to confirm that the Seniors
of the Class of 2019 whose
names were given to her
are graduates of Oakton
High School.

Hyeonseung “Thomas”
Bae of Oakton, 19, head-
ing to University of
Illinois: “The funniest
thing was I made it
through high school. It
was really hard.”

Seungbin Lee, 18, head-
ing to Virginia Common-
wealth University: “The
greatest experience that
made me think was,
learning about ‘The
Allegory of the Cave’.”

 Ye Joon “David” Park of
Herndon, 19, heading to
University of Southern
California: “Great stu-
dents and teachers,
reject conventionality.”

Jacob Staley of Fairfax,
18, heading to Virginia
Commonwealth Univer-
sity: “Describing high
school in two words, an
experience.”

Abel Berrocal, heading to
Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College: “Advice to
freshmen, use deodorant;
you smell a lot at 14.”

Michelle Liang of Fairfax,
17, heading to Penn State
University: “My advice is
from experience, spend
more time with friends
and family,”

Joshua Myers of Herndon,
18, heading to Gettysburg
College: “To my parents,
I’d like to thank you for
getting me through this
chapter of my life and
supporting me.”

Oakton High Graduates:
What I Learned in High School

Viewpoints

 Photod by Mercia Hobson/

The Connection

Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
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Opinion

By John Lovaas

Reston Impact Producer/Host

V
irginia is on the verge
of reforming its legisla-
tive redistricting pro-
cess (for VA Senate,

House of Delegates and US House
of Representatives) following the
national census every ten years.
The antiquated process encour-
ages rampant gerrymandering,
i.e., deliberate manipulation of district lines to
the advantage of the party in power and in-
cumbents. Incumbents are protected; commu-
nities are carved up; elections are less competi-
tive; partisan gridlock is the norm and com-
promise impossible. Legislators select their vot-
ers instead of vice versa. Thanks to the work of
the non-profit One Virginia 2021 and other re-
form advocates, the Virginia General Assembly
(Senate and House of Delegates) passed a bi-
partisan constitutional amendment in 2019 to
reform the process for redistricting. If enacted,
it could reduce abuses with a more transpar-
ent and balanced process. To be enacted, it must
be passed again, by the newly elected legisla-
ture in 2020, and then be approved by Virginia
voters in a statewide referendum in Nov. 2021.
The amendment came out of a legislative con-
ference. It was a compromise with provisions
from several proposals. The amendment cre-
ates a redistricting commission composed of 8
legislators and 8 citizens (the first citizen in-

volvement ever). Citizens will be
bipartisan, with their final selec-
tion made by a panel of 5 retired
circuit court judges from a large
pool put forth by the legislature.
To pass any new district maps, a
supermajority of 6 legislators and
6 citizens is required. The Su-
preme Court of VA. will decide if

they cannot agree. All commission meetings
and records are open to the public. The legis-
lature will vote to approve or not any new
maps, but it cannot amend them.

One Virginia 2021 says categorically that
although the amendment does not include all
they proposed, “This will end partisan gerry-
mandering in Virginia.” Del. Ken Plum sees it
as a “great improvement,” but acknowledges
that it is “not perfect.” Nevertheless, he says it
“need[s] to get on the ballot for voter approval
in time for the 2020…redistricting.”

Others, like Reston’s Bill Penniman, a public
policy specialist, and myself believe there are
serious shortcomings. For example, we think
there is a distinct possibility that the legisla-
ture will largely still control the process. The
legislators on the commission will have an in-
terest in protecting their seats and, while di-
viding them up may reduce potential for abuses,
the temptation for trading among them is a real
possibility. Some partisan gerrymandering

abuses may be tamped down, but stopping in-
cumbent protection will be tougher to achieve.

The citizen commissioners will be at a dis-
advantage. Lacking technical support and time
for meaningful deliberation may weaken their
potential for fair drawing of districts. The citi-
zen members will be on a tight time schedule
to hold public hearings around the state and
draw maps for 140 General Assembly districts
and 11 congressional districts. This could re-
sult in citizen commissioners ending up vot-
ing on districts as proposed to them by the leg-
islative contingent.

Fixing glitches in the operation of the com-
mission will be limited to things that can be
done without having to amend the constitu-
tional amendment. For example, the legisla-
ture, if there is the will, can level the playing
field for citizen commissioners by providing for
technical support and providing tools for
greater scrutiny and reporting to the public of
what goes on in the commission.

Perhaps we critics overestimate the flaws. I
hope so, because gerrymandering is a major tear
in the fabric of our democratic form of govern-
ment. In any case, we agree that the proposed
amendment may lead to significant improve-
ment in drawing fairer federal and state legis-
lative districts, certainly enough to justify pro-
ceeding. I suggest you let your legislators know
you want them to vote for the amendment in
the 2020 session. Reform is difficult work, made
more so when it depends on some who perceive
it as not in their interest to succeed.

Constitutional Amendment to End
Gerrymandering — Not Quite

Independent Progressive

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

V
irginians are lovers of his-
tory, including this Virgin-
ian as regular readers of

this column know. This year Vir-
ginia is celebrating 400 years since
the first representative legislative
body met at Jamestown. Virginia
is the Mother of Presidents.

One bit of history that continues to loom
large in Virginia’s psyche these days with as
little mention as possible from the state apolo-
gists is the prevalence of gun violence in the
Commonwealth. Twelve years ago the campus
of Virginia Tech was the scene of the largest
mass murder of its time. While other mass
murders have occurred since then, VA Tech
through no direct fault of its own continues to
hold the record for the most people killed on a
college campus.

Virginia last week made history again. Vir-
ginia Beach was the scene of the biggest mass
murder so far this year. A dubious distinction
that we would least like to have. Virginia lost
1,028 people to gun violence in 2017, and as
the Governor described it, that is almost three
people a day; that is more deaths than those
due to vehicle accidents.

For Governor Ralph Northam
and for me and countless other
Virginians, we long ago have had
enough. As Governor Northam
said in a press conference which I
took part in last week: “No one
should go to work, to school, or
to church wondering if they will
come home. But that is what our

society has come to, because we fail to act on
gun violence. I will be asking for votes and
laws, not thoughts and prayers.”

The laws he is seeking to get passed have
been introduced in the General Assembly dur-
ing its regular sessions without success. In a
special session that will begin in the coming
weeks, only bills intended to end gun violence
will be considered. And the Governor requested
that “members of the General Assembly engage
in an open and transparent debate and that
the bills brought before the legislature are put
to a vote by the entire General Assembly.”

Bills related to gun violence that have been
introduced in the regular session including my
bill to require universal background checks
have been routinely referred by the Speaker
of the House to the Militia, Police and Public
Safety Committee where they are sent to a sub-

committee of six members. The members of
the subcommittee are appointed by the
Speaker of the House, four of whom have per-
fect voting records of opposing any gun safety
legislation. My background check bill and the
approximate 15 other bills related to prevent-
ing gun violence were defeated on a predict-
able vote of 2 to 4 with limited discussion or
debate. Yes, that’s right. Four members who
are buddies with the NRA get to make the de-
cision of 140 elected members of the General
Assembly.

It is time for Virginia to make history
again by leading the nation in doing the
right thing to end gun violence. Voters,
please pay close attention to how your
elected representatives vote.

Special Session on Gun Violence
Commentary “Four members who

are buddies with the
NRA get to make the
decision of 140 elected
members of the Gen-
eral Assembly.”
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Historic Vienna’s Antiques & Collectibles
Evaluations will be held on June 22, 2019,
11a.m.-4 p.m. at Freeman Store and Mu-
seum, 131 Church Street, NE, Vienna, with
professional auction specialists from
Oakridge Auction Gallery of Ashburn. Bring
your antique or collectible item to be evalu-
ated by an appraisal expert specializing in
paintings, prints, drawings and ceramics
(European, American, Chinese and Japa-
nese), glass (European and American),
items of vertu (i.e. sterling silver services,

bowls, teapots, etc.), jewelry and watches,
and books. Furniture can be evaluated via
good quality photographs and specific di-
mensions. The cost for evaluation is $10 per
item and $8 per item for Historic Vienna
members, with a limit of two items per per-
son. Call 703-938-5187 or email
historicviennava@gmail.com.

When you make your reservation if you
would like to bring an item requiring a dif-
ferent expertise Historic Vienna will see if
an appropriate expert can be made available.

Historic Vienna to Host
Antiques & Collectibles Evaluations

Week in Vienna

INCIDENTS
Suspicious Event — Park Terrace Court,

SE May 31, 12:10 a.m. Officers responded
for a possible domestic assault in progress
after a citizen reported a woman scream-
ing for help. The officers located a woman
who advised she and her boyfriend had a
verbal dispute. The dispute escalated when
he physically prevented her from leaving
the room. The boyfriend had an injury to
his wrist, and rescue personnel were sum-
moned to treat him.

Both parties denied that they were as-
saulted and refused to pursue any charges.
The boyfriend’s wrist was bandaged, but he
refused transport to a hospital.

Suspicious Event — 400 Block Onondio
Circle, SW May 31, 12:45 a.m. A resident
reported that an unknown person banged
on his front door and window then fled the
area in a vehicle. This incident has occurred
multiple times in the past few weeks.

Forgery — Burke and Herbert Bank 302
Maple Avenue, West, May 31, 3:53 p.m. An
employee reported a woman entered the
bank and attempted to cash a fraudulent
check. The woman left the area before of-
ficers arrived.

Open Door — My Eye Doctor 401 Maple
Avenue, West, May 31, 8:09 p.m. Officers
responding to a burglary alarm found an
unlocked door. The officers searched the
business and found nothing that appeared
to have been disturbed.

Arrest – Domestic Assault — Cherry
Street, SW May 31, 9:55 p.m. Officers re-
sponded to a domestic assault in progress.
The resident’s adult son began harassing his
mom and younger brother. The harassment
escalated when he began physically assault-
ing both of them, causing minor injuries.

Ofc. Murray arrested the 19-year-old man
from Cherry Street, SW. He was transported
to the Fairfax County Adult Detention Cen-
ter where he was charged with two counts
of Domestic Assault and held on a $3000
unsecured bond.

Stolen Vehicle Recovery — 100 Block
Moore Avenue, SE June 1, 9:11 p.m. An
officer located a vehicle that had been re-
ported stolen in Prince William County, Vir-
ginia.

Trespassing — Aldeerah Restaurant 262
Cedar Lane, SE June 1, 9:38 p.m. An em-

ployee reported a customer was trying to
leave without paying his bill. The employee
advised that the man had done this before.
A friend at the restaurant paid the
customer’s bill, and the customer was tres-
passed from returning to the restaurant.

Lost Property — 100 Block Church Street,
NE Between June 2 at 12 p.m. and June 3
at 10 a.m. A citizen reported that he lost
his wallet while walking on Church Street.

Arrest – Drunk In Public — Patrick Henry
Library 101 Maple Avenue, East June 3,
10:57 p.m. An employee reported a man in
the library who was acting loud and obnox-
ious and refused to leave. Upon Ofc.
Nesbitt’s interaction with the man he de-
tected signs of impairment.

Ofc. Nesbitt arrested the 36-year-old man
from Ray of Hope Lane in White Post, Vir-
ginia. He was transported to the Fairfax
County Adult Detention Center where he
was charged with Drunk in Public.

Telephone Case — 500 Block Mashie
Drive, SE June 3, 1:55 p.m. A resident re-
ported that she was receiving calls from a
woman that she no longer wanted to asso-
ciate with.

Assault — 100 Block Church Street, NW
June 3 2:23 p.m. Officers responded to a
crash between two vehicles. It was reported
that one of the drivers was acting belliger-
ent toward the other driver. Driver-2 ap-
proached the officer very agitated that his
vehicle had just been struck. Driver-1 ad-
vised the officer that Driver-2 attempted to
grab her by the arm and restrain her. Driver-
1 retreated to her vehicle until police ar-
rived on scene. Driver-1 was advised of the
warrant process should she wish to pursue
charges against the other driver.

Trespassing — 1200 Block Kelley Street,
SW June 3, 2 p.m. An employee with a
home builder reported a woman staying in
one of their new houses. The same woman
was located in the house a few weeks prior.
While the officer was on scene, the woman
returned to the house. She was advised by
the employee that she was not permitted
on the property and may be charged with
trespass if she returned.

Property — Maple Avenue and the W&OD
Trail, SE June 3, 8:22 p.m. A citizen found
a credit card while walking on the bike trail.

Vienna Police Highlights

The following summary contains various incidents of general interest as well as vehicu-
lar crashes handled by the Town of Vienna, Virginia Police Department from May 31,
2019 – June 6, 2019.
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HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

F
rom adding a burst of boldly colored angu-
lar shapes to a sterile, white wall to using
spheres in muted tones to create serenity
in a bedroom, abstract art has the ability to

set the tone or change the mood of a space. In spite
of its versatility, melding it tastefully into a home’s
décor can be daunting. Local designers share their
strategies for aesthetically appealing placement of
this adaptable art form.

Abstract art can become the center of attention in
a space, notes Pamela Harvey of Pamela Harvey In-
teriors of Herndon, Va. “One of my favorite ways to
transform the look of a room is to add an over-sized
piece of abstract art to create a dramatic focal point,”
she said. “My go-to frame is a simple floater frame
to give the art a clean finished look.”

Abstract art works well in pairs allowing the use
of smaller scale pieces, advises Amanda Mertins of
Patina Polished Living in Alexandria.

“Don’t be afraid to hang abstract art in gallery style.
Be mindful to use like frames and materials,” she
said. “The use of complementary colors to your space
is a safe way to incorporate abstract art into your
décor without allowing it to grab all the attention.”

One of Mertins’ favorite uses of abstract art is pair-
ing it with what she describes as its decorative op-
posite: traditional décor. “Beautiful wood furniture,
silver, crystal lighting and porcelain accessories are
perfect as a backdrop for bold prints and abstract
paintings,” she said. “Mirrors are wonderful to use
as abstract décor, but always pay attention to what
will be reflected in the mirror.”

Abstract art work is a versatile accessory and works
well in modern as well as traditional room settings,
suggests Harvey. “When choosing a piece I look for
something that has some of the room’s existing col-
ors in it with an opportunity to introduce new colors
into the space.”

Harvey implemented this technique in the recent

re-design of a client’s living room. “We added a piece
that had blue and white, but introduced a bold pink
to create a dramatic focal point on the back wall.”

Abstract art shouldn’t be limited to neutral spaces,
says Annie Elliott of Bossy Color, Interior Design by
Annie Elliott. “If your walls are white and your fur-
niture is gray, the effect will be pretty, but cold and
museum-like, not homey,” she said. “You should
complement a painting’s colors [and] the room
should feel harmonious. If you put a red sofa under
a red and blue painting, the effect may [appear simi-
lar too] a hotel lobby.”

From a practical standpoint, Anne Walker of Anne
Walker Design believes in mixing media to avoid cre-
ating a space that has an overly uniform aesthetic.
“Oil paintings, both abstract and traditional, framed
photography, sculpture, textiles, antique botanicals,
framed mirrors, antique porcelain china – all of these
art forms can co-exist happily in a single home,” she
said.

Versatility is one of the traits of abstract art that
Mertins appreciates. “This style of art can be very
bold and take charge of a room or be soft and fade
into the background,” she said. “If your room needs
a focal point, then abstract art is the way to go.”

“The use of black and white art will make a bold
statement without adding color to a space,” contin-
ued Mertins. “Monolithic art produces a solid look,
splatter art is happy and upbeat while graceful line
drawings impart a feeling romance and intrigue.
Photographic art can be personal, bold and some-
times more affordable than painted pieces.”

Works of art that one purchases spontaneously,
such as during travels, is often both more meaning-
ful and more likely to enhance a home’s décor, says
Walker. “When art is purchased for the entire home
all at once, the result can often feel contrived,” she
said.

“Surround yourself with art, furnishings and ob-
jects that make you feel joyful, and consult a design
professional if you need help editing or arranging
your collection,” continued Walker. “I’ve often helped
clients sort through their existing art collections and
place them in just the right spot,” she said. “Moving
a piece of art from the wrong location to the right
location can not only transform a room, it can trans-
form the work of art itself.”

Ideas for decorating with
this adaptable art form.

Versatility of Abstract Art

Designer Annie
Elliott designed this
room adding an
abstract painting by
artist Karen Silve.

Photo by

Angie Seckinger
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MAIN STREET HOME IMPROVEMENT
Siding - Decks - Roofing – Windows – Patios

Rising Oakcrest
Senior Wins
Poetry
Competition

Rising Oakcrest Senior Megan
Meehan won first place in the
Tenth Annual Gabriela Mistral
Youth Poetry Competition with
her poem “Guardian Angel.” She
also received an Honorable
Mention for another work titled
“Silent Ones Are Waiting.”

The Annual Gabriela Mistral
Youth Poetry Competition honors
the memory of Chilean poet and
Nobel laureate Gabriela Mistral.
Students in the D.C. metropoli-
tan area ages 11 to 19 submit
poems in English, Spanish,
Portuguese, or any combination
of these languages. “Guardian
Angel” came in first out of more
than 300 entries and Megan’s
outstanding work was recog-
nized at an official awards
ceremony at the Embassy of
Chile on June 5.

Megan is the founder and
president of Oakcrest’s Poetry
Club. She recently self-published

Photo contributed

Megan Meehan at the awards ceremony.

People

a book of poems on Amazon
called “Abditory.” The collection
is a reflection upon the despair

and grief of losing a loved one
and the hope that can be found
afterwards through faith.
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Submit entertainment announcements at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The
deadline is noon on Friday. Photos/artwork encour-
aged.

ONGOING
The Member of the Wedding. Extended

through June 16 at 1st Stage Theater, 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons. Adapted from the
beloved novel of the same name, this evocative,
poetic coming of age drama explores the pains
of youth and the meaning of family. The
Member of the Wedding will run Thursdays,
7:30 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays at 2 and 8
p.m.; and Sundays at 2 p.m. The run time is
approximately 2 hours with one 15-minute
intermission. Captions and audio description
will be offered for select performances. $15-$39.
Visit www.1ststage.org or call 703-854-1856 for
tickets.

Oak Marr Farmers’ Market. 8 a.m.-noon at
Oak Marr RECenter, 3200 Jermantown Road,
Oakton. Every Wednesday through Nov. 13, rain
or shine.  Vendors include produce, meats, eggs,
cheeses, pies, cured and smoked meats,
popsicles, sorbet, bread, croissants, falafel
sandwiches, humus, and pesto. Call 703-281-
6501 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/oak-marr for more.

McLean Farmers Market. Fridays, through Nov.
15, 8 a.m.-noon at Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. Sixteen local farmers and
producers will sell fresh produce and fruits;
meats; breads and pastries; jams; dairy products
and eggs; herbs; flowers, coffee, and more. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
mclean.

Great Falls Farmers Market. Saturdays, 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., 778 Walker Road, Great Falls. Music,
vendors, fresh produce, fresh prepared food,
delightful bakery, spices from around the world,
wild-caught fish, grass-fed, free-range meats,
organic-fed poultry and eggs. Email
kathleen@greatfallsfarmersmarket.org for more.

Oakton Farmers Market. Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1
p.m. at Unity of Fairfax Church, 2854 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. Year-round weekly farmers
market in Oakton. Local produce, meats/eggs,
dairy, baked goods, and more. Admission is free.
Visit community-foodworks.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 14
Dining with Dorothy. 12:30 p.m. at  Olive

Garden, 8133 Leesburg Pike, Vienna. – A
program of the Shepherd’s Center of Oakton-
Vienna. Join with friends or make new ones.
Newcomers are always welcome. To reserve a
space contact event chair, Dorothy Flood at
dflood1706@gmail.com.

ESL Playdate Cafe. 1-2 p.m. at Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Meet other
caregivers of young children. Adults practice
English while children enjoy play time in the
same room. Birth-5 years with adult. Free. Call
703-242-4020 or visit
ibrarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/
5260042.

Summer on the Green: Nowhere Man
(acoustic Beatles tribute band). 6:30 p.m.
on Vienna’s Town Green. The Summer on the
Green concert series returns to Vienna’s Town
Green Friday nights through Aug. 23. Please see
the text below or the attached release for
details. Bring chairs and/or blankets. No
alcoholic beverages are permitted. Consider
leaving pets at home. In the event of rain, check
the weather line at 703-255-7842. Learn more at
www.viennava.gov/DocumentCenter/View/
3997.

Movie Night: Loving. 7:30-10 p.m. at Unity of
Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton.
Mystical Movie Night, features “Loving.” The
movie tells the story of Richard and Mildred
Loving, a couple whose arrest for interracial
marriage in 1960s Virginia began a legal battle
that would end with the Supreme Court’s
historic 1967 decision that Virginia’s interracial
marriage law violated the 14th Amendment to
the Constitution. Free. All are welcome. Call
703-281-1767 or visit mysticalmovienight-
loving.eventbrite.com.

SATURDAY/JUNE 15
Spring Fair. 10 am.-2 p.m. at Pleasant Grove,

8641 Lewinsville Road, McLean. Pleasant Grove
is holding its community fair, featuring “attic
treasures” quality yard sale and antiques, a
homemade bake sale, lunch, an artisan-made
quilt raffle, and a Tom Sawyer clean-up day. All
proceeds are donated to Pleasant Grove. Stop by

Friday to drop off donated “attic treasures.” For
information, visit
www.HistoricPleasantGrove.org.

Classic Truck and Car Show. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at
First Baptist Church of Vienna, 450 Orchard St.,
NW, Vienna. The First Baptist Church of Vienna,
Va., will celebrate Juneteenth with Classic Truck
and Car Show. There will be vendors, food
concessions, educational presentations, musical
entertainment, African dancers, African
drummers, video game truck and fun games for
the kids. A Juneteenth Revival takes place on
Wednesday, June 19. Visit fbcv.org or call 703-
938-8525.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 15-16
Father’s Day Park Programs. This Father’s Day

weekend spend time with  fathers and
grandfathers in a program just for them at a
county park.

❖  Golf Tournament. Saturday, 8 a.m.-noon at
Burke Lake Golf Course. Kick off the weekend
with the “Father’s Day Golf Tournament.” Two-
player teams compete in an 18-hole scramble
format in three divisions: Father/Jr. 7-12;
Father/Jr. 13-17; Father/Adult partner with
closest-to-the-pin contests and prizes for the top
three places in all three divisions. $75 per team
includes lunch. Call 703-323-1641 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/golf/burke-lake.

❖  Wood Carving. Sunday, noon-4 p.m. at Colvin
Run Mill. Celebrate by treating Dad to a free
wood carving lesson with the Northern Virginia
Carvers. There is a nominal charge for wood
blanks. While visiting the mill, take a tour. Dads
and grandads tour for free on Father’s Day when
accompanied by a paying child. Call 703-759-
2771 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
colvin-run-mill.

❖  “Animal Dads.” Sunday, 1-1:45 at Hidden
Oaks Nature Center, Annandale. Children age 2-
6 can pretend to be a penguin, wolf and beaver
dad as they learn about these doting fathers.
Participants will meet live animals and make a
craft for their favorite father/grandfather. The
program at Hidden Oaks Nature Center runs
from 1 to 1:45 p.m. $8 per child. Children must
be accompanied by an adult. Call 703-941-1065
or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hidden-
oaks.

❖  Family Fishing. Sunday, 2-3:30 p.m. and
4:30-6 p.m. at Riverbend Park, Great Falls. If
Dad likes to fish, register for the “Father’s Day
Family Fishing” program at Riverbend Park.
Supplies and equipment will be provided, or
bring a rod and reel. Pick up some fishing tips.
All fish caught will be released. Designed for
participants age 4-adult. $12 per person. Call
703-759-9018 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/riverbend.

❖  Father’s Day Campfire. Sunday, 6-7 p.m. at
Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, Chantilly. Wrap up
the day with the “Father’s Day Campfire.” Learn
about some of nature’s best fathers, take a hike
near a stream and eat s’mores. Of course, moms
are invited, too. $8 per person. Children must be

accompanied by a registered adult. Call 703-
631-0013 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
eclawrence.

SUNDAY/JUNE 16
Breakfast Buffet. 8 a.m.-noon at Vienna

American Legion Post 180, 330 Center St., N.
Vienna. Get omelets, scrambled eggs, blueberry
pancakes, bacon, sausage, biscuits and gravy
and more. Adults $10, children 12 and under
$4. Call 703-938-6580.

Summer Concerts: Alphabet Rockers. 5 p.m.
in the gazebo of McLean Central Park, 1468
Dolley Madison Blvd., McLean. The Alden at the
McLean Community Center is again sponsoring
free summer concerts in the gazebo of McLean
Central Park featuring a mix of musical genres
Get moving to music that moves you. Call 703-
790-0123 or visit www.aldentheatre.org.

Concerts on the Green: Wes Tucker & The
Skillets. 6-8 p.m. on the Great Falls Village
Centre Green. Bring picnic baskets, chairs and
blankets for an evening of live music. Free. Visit
www.celebrategreatfalls.org.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 19
Live Music: Lily Neill & Clive Carroll. 7:30

p.m. at Jammin Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. Harpist Lily Neill and guitarist Clive
Carroll make their debut concert as a duo at
Jammin Java. $20-$25. Visit
www.jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/JUNE 20
Nottoway Nights: Moonshine Society. 7:30

p.m. at Nottoway Park, 9537 Courthouse Road,
Vienna. Thursday evenings, June 20-Aug. 22
(except July 4). Bring a picnic and a blanket or
chair. For last minute weather cancellations call
703-324-7469 one hour prior to the program
start time.

Live Music: Maggie Rose. 7:30 p.m. at Wolf
Trap, Vienna. Opening for Trampled By Turtles
and Deer Tick. $30. Visit
www.maggierosemusic.com or
www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 21
White Elephant Bingo & Ice Cream Social.

1:30-3:30 p.m. at Vienna Community Center,
129 Cherry St SE, Vienna. Adults 50+ meet up
for an afternoon of White Elephant Bingo and an
Ice Cream Social.  Enjoy a traditional bingo
game in a friendly atmosphere and win white
elephant prizes.  Bingo cards are $2 for 2.  Pay
at door. Please bring a white elephant item in
good condition to donate to the prize table. Call
the Shepherd’s Center at 703-281-0538 to
register or with questions.

Summer on the Green: Chillin’ on Church:
The Deja Gruv Band (R&B, funk, and
soul). 6:30 p.m. on Vienna’s Town Green. The
Summer on the Green concert series returns to
Vienna’s Town Green Friday nights through Aug.

23. Please see the text below or the attached
release for details. Bring chairs and/or blankets.
No alcoholic beverages are permitted. Consider
leaving pets at home. In the event of rain, check
the weather line at 703-255-7842. Learn more at
www.viennava.gov/DocumentCenter/View/
3997.

SATURDAY/JUNE 22
AAUW McLean Branch Used Book

Collection. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. SunTrust Bank, 515
Maple Ave. East, Vienna. Used books, CDs,
DVDs, software, children’s books, records, and
recent textbooks. No encyclopedias, VHS or
audiotapes. The Book Sale will be held on Sept.
13-15 at the McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Proceeds benefit
scholarships for women. Questions, contact
aauwbookfair@gmail.com, or 703-527-4206.

SUNDAY/JUNE 23
Summer Concerts: Jazzy Ash and the

Leaping Lizards. 5 p.m. in the gazebo of
McLean Central Park, 1468 Dolley Madison
Blvd., McLean. The Alden at the McLean
Community Center is again sponsoring free
summer concerts in the gazebo of McLean
Central Park featuring a mix of musical genres
Get moving to music that moves you. Call 703-
790-0123 or visit www.aldentheatre.org.

Concerts on the Green: Mars Rodeo. 6-8 p.m.
on the Great Falls Village Centre Green. Bring
picnic baskets, chairs and blankets for an
evening of live music. Free. Visit
www.celebrategreatfalls.org.

THURSDAY/JUNE 27
Nottoway Nights: City of Fairfax Band ‘Alte

Kameraden’ (Music of Germany). 7:30
p.m. at Nottoway Park, 9537 Courthouse Road,
Vienna. Thursday evenings, June 20-Aug. 22
(except July 4). Bring a picnic and a blanket or
chair. For last minute weather cancellations call
703-324-7469 one hour prior to the program
start time.

FRIDAY/JUNE 28
Ants Ants Ants. 10:30 a.m. at Wolf Trap

Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods, 1551 Trap
Road, Vienna. With their optimistic lyrics and
innovative instrumentation, Ants Ants Ants
offers an invitation into that golden childhood
we always dreamed of having and creating for
the ones we love. Ages 2 and older. $10. Visit
www.wolftrap.org.

Summer on the Green: Sarah Bennet
Swanner. 6:30 p.m. on Vienna’s Town Green.
The Summer on the Green concert series returns
to Vienna’s Town Green Friday nights through
Aug. 23. Please see the text below or the
attached release for details. Bring chairs and/or
blankets. No alcoholic beverages are permitted.
Consider leaving pets at home. In the event of
rain, check the weather line at 703-255-7842.
Learn more at www.viennava.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/3997.

SATURDAY/JUNE 29
July 4th in June. All day at Lake Fairfax Park,

1400 Lake Fairfax Drive, Reston. Get the
nation’s birthday party started early. The park
opens at dawn and the fun continues until the
last fireworks disappear from the sky after dark.
The water park is open 10 a.m.-8 p.m. There
will be live music with Modern Vintage and the
U.S. Navy Band Commodores from 3:30-9 p.m.
Food vendors will be on hand throughout the
day. Fireworks begin at 9:15 p.m.. The park
generally closes to new arrivals around 8:45
p.m. Walk or bike to the park and admission is
free. There is a parking fee of $10 per vehicle.
The rain date Sunday, June 30. Call 703-471-
5414 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
lake-fairfax.

Intro Canoeing Tour. 5:30-7:30 p.m. at
Riverbend Park, 8700 Potomac Hills S., Great
Falls.Come and experience the upper Potomac’s
beautiful scenery and wildlife from the water.
Start with an introduction to canoeing basics
and then head out onto the river with an
instructor. This is not a whitewater tour and is
good for canoeing beginners. There will be three
people per canoe and paddling and safety gear is
provided. $41 per person. For participants age
16 to adult and will be canceled in the event of
inclement weather or hazardous river
conditions. Call 703-759-9018 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend.

Entertainment

Ants Ants Ants
With their optimistic lyrics and innovative instrumentation, Ants Ants Ants offers an invitation into

that golden childhood we always dreamed of having and creating for the ones we love. Johnny Clay
and Dave Gulick, the founding indie rock duo behind Ants Ants Ants, will perform with a full band. Ages
2 and older. Friday, June 28, 10:30 a.m. at Wolf Trap Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. $10. Visit www.wolftrap.org.
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PRESIDENTIAL JOURNEYS, Visiting the homes of eight presidents in Ohio July 22-27 .................................................................................  $1,440

Includes Motorcoach transportation from McLean Metro, Vienna & Rockville, 5 nights hotel, Daily Breakfast, 4 dinners & 2 lunches, Sightseeing & 

commentary on presidents & their wives, Gratuities, taxes & porterage. Call for details or visit our website.
 

WOLF SANCTUARY, RYERRS FARM FOR AGED HORSED, YUENGLING BREWERY & COLEBROOKDALE RAILROAD,  ALL IN PA! 

Sept. 12-13 .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... $349

Includes: Motorcoach from Vienna, Rockville & McLean Metro, Overnight hotel in Reading, All sightseeing & admissions, Breakfast & Dinner, 

Refreshments on coach. Call for details.
 

RHONE & SAONE RIVER CRUISE, Nov. 1-9  ........................................................................................................................................................ $4,295

Includes: Air from Dulles, Philadelphia, JFK or Newark, 7-nights cruise on Scenic Luxury riverboat, All meals onboard, all Shore excursions with 

headsets, Beverages. To include minibars, beer & wine. Excellent Price! Call for details.

703.242-2204     1-800-556-8646
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB

Celebrating
our 54th

Anniversary

By Julia Zhou

The Connection

T
he South Lakes
High School soc-
cer team made
history last week,

winning their first ever state
title.

Brennan Kenny, a player on
the opposing team, Madison
High School, stated, “It was a
great experience for me know-
ing that our team grew as a
family made the experience even better. Reflecting
on how far we have come — last year we lost in the
second round of Regionals and this year finishing
the season second in the state is unbelievable.”

Saturday, June 8, marked the final game of the
VHSL State Championships in Richmond. The finals
pitted rivals Madison and South Lakes high schools
against each other. Ultimately, the South Lakes
Seahawks soared to victory, edging out the Madison
Warhawks by one goal.

Advancing to the championship game is no small
feat. Madison Soccer Coach, Randy Wood reflected,

Tight game for
Madison High.

Seahawks Win State Soccer
Championships

“This team has been hard working and driven. They
were dedicated to success and determined to finish
strong. I am really proud of these guys.”

Coaches saw determination throughout the game.
The first half ended in a stalemate, neither team able
to weave past the defenses of the opposing team to
score a goal. It was only in the second half that South
Lakes’ sophomore Merrick Edgerton, #44 on the
field, found an opening and headed a well-aimed
throw-in by #15 Michael Bush squarely into the net.

Merrick scored the only goal of the game, leading
the Seahawks to victory.

Sports

 Photo courtesy of Lifetouch

The Madison men’s soccer team huddles and debriefs.

The South
Lakes’ team
celebrates
their victory at
the VHSL 6A
State Champi-
onships on
June 8.

 Photo courtesy

of Steve Stassinos
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News

Yena Han, 5, from Fairfax loves jumping high on the Spiderman ride.

Celebrating Fairfax
F

airfax County Government Center hosted the
38th annual Celebrate Fairfax festival from
June 7-9. The event was filled with a wide range

of activities for the whole family including carnival rides
and game s, local vendors, and performances from rock
bands Better Than Ezra and Smash Mouth.

Joe Buchino and his son, Joe Jr., 3, from
Oakton, enjoyed the fireworks and
firetrucks on display at Celebrate Fairfax.

Mali, 7, from Vienna shows off her face
paint.

Andrew Kraak, who works in Fairfax, and
his fiancée Gretchen Pascolini enjoy the
rainy Sunday Brew with music from Herr
Metal.

Friends (from back left) John Park, Madhi
Lin, Faith Vargas, Fatima Vargas, Bao Ho,
and Tanvi Wason, all form Fairfax, were
not deterred by Sunday’s rain to have a
good time at Celebrate Fairfax.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

The least of it was my pre-immunotherapy lab 
work on Wednesday and then my actual immuno-
therapy infusion on Friday. The most of it was my 
navigating websites and trying to properly complete 
applications/enrollment forms for the Virginia Un-
employment Commission and the Maryland Health 
Connection. 

For a man (me) who fancies himself your go-to-
guy for sports and chocolate, getting immersed in 
policies and procedures for government agencies 

– with our (my wife, Dina and I) respective lives 
somewhat dependent on the time-sensitive comple-
tion of said documents, was akin to sending yours 
truly out to sing the National Anthem at the next 
Nationals’ game. It would be a disaster of titanic 
proportions (fortunately without the loss of life). 

As it has been my entire life, I can’t sing any 
more than I can now compute.

As I sit and write this week’s column, having 
barely survived the excruciating ordeal of this past 

Monday – I now have next week to look forward to. 
And what garden path am I leading you down? 

Another week of time-sensitive/computer-centric 
tasks, of course. Once again I will be sitting at my 
computer attempting to navigate through another 
government web site and this time a private sector 
website, as I try to sign up for Medicare effective 
Sept. 1, as well as the associated but independent 

in the coverage gaps that I, as a former insurance 
broker, know exist. 

Granted, with these two tasks I do have some 
time. I just hope I have the wherewithal. 

This past week took a toll emotionally. And I’m 
not sure if I really want to climb that emotional 
mountain yet again. 

This week’s tasks are not any easier. Shooting 

easier said than impossibly done. For a man who 
knows his limitations, the week ahead will likely 
test those limitations.

But if not me, then who? Unfortunately, it has 
to be me. The other party with whom I share a 
long-standing arrangement has a skill set unsuited 
to and incompatible with, computers, and the kind 
of searching/deciphering/hunting and pecking on 
web sites required for completion of this week’s 
tasks. 

Moreover, if I enlist her support or insist on 
her participation, my present and future will not 
be enhanced by the experience. She may be a 
resource in many other respects, but in this respect, 
she’s not. 

And I can respect that. Give me a little credit, 
I’ve learned something in our 40 years together.

That being said – and understood, I think I’ll 
take the weekend off from such endeavors and 
prepare myself for next week as I consider the 
challenges which lie ahead. 

in the progress I made this past week. I’ve nearly 
completed both tasks, tasks which initially seemed 
almost insurmountable. However, if it were not 
for the amazingly patient, courteous and knowl-
edgeable assistance I received from the call centers 
associated with these sites, I’d still be stumbling 
and stammering (literally) into oblivion. 

But as of this past Friday, I’ve nearly reached the 
promised land. (“I can see Russia from my house.”)

I can only imagine the satisfaction I’ll feel next 
Friday when I anticipate I will have completed two 
more of these tedious tasks and secured yet another 

Four huge hurdles overcome, but still with a 
few more yet to go: probably applying for a reverse 
mortgage and possibly researching a kitchen 
renovation. 

Wait a second. Don’t I have lung cancer? Jeez, I 
almost forgot. 

With all this other stuff going on, the cancer 
compartment stayed closed. Now it’s open again. 
Damn, now I really have problems.

What 
A Week!Submit civic/community announcements at

ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

FRIDAY/JUNE 14
Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Training.

9:30-11:30 a.m. at the Pennino Government
Building (Rooms 200 + 206), 12011
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax. Join
SCAN for a Stewards of Children Child Sexual
Abuse Prevention Training. As a Partner in
Prevention with Darkness to Light, SCAN offers
this evidence-informed training to empower
adults to take action to protect the children in
their lives. Free; space is limited. Register at
scanD2Lfairfax.eventbrite.com.

Application Deadline: Fire Academy. The
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Departmentis
now accepting applications for its Girls Fire and
Rescue Academy summer camp, which will take
place July 11-13, 2019. The Academy is open to
female students who will be in grades 7-12 in
the upcoming 2019-2020 school year.
Participants must be a Fairfax County resident.
Free. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 19
Juneteenth Revival. 6 p.m., dinner; 7 p.m.,

program at First Baptist Church of Vienna, 450
Orchard St., NW, Vienna. The program will
feature music by the Juneteenth Community
Choir. Guest speaker, Bishop McKissick, Jr., is
the Senior Pastor of the Bethel Baptist
Institutional Church in Jacksonville. Visit
fbcv.org or call 703-938-8525.

Vienna Woman’s Club Meeting. 7-9 p.m. at
Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry St. SE,
Vienna. Vienna Woman’s Club invites
prospective members to its open membership
meeting with a guest speaker on a common
interest subject. Visit
www.ViennaWomansClub.org for more.

THURSDAY/JUNE 20
Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Training.

9:30-11:30 a.m. at the Pennino Government
Building. See June 14, above.

Caregivers Support Group. 10-11:30 a.m. at
UUCF Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Fairfax - Program Building, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. For caregivers to adult family
members with dementia. First and third
Thursdays of every month. Hosted by Shepherd’s
Center of Oakton-Vienna, scov.org. Contact
facilitator Jack Tarr at 703-821-6838 or
jtarr5@verizon.net.

Memory Cafe. 2-4 p.m. at Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church, 1301 Trap Road, Vienna.
Connect with others living with loved ones with
dementia. Helping those with dementia and
their caregivers find fun, resources and “family.”
Email Carol Blackwell at lovriver@aol.com or
call at 571-236-6933.

MONDAY-FRIDAY/JUNE 24-28
Hogwarts Vacation Bible School. Monday-

Friday, June 24-28 at Holy Comforter. All
children 5-11 years old are invited to participate
in a summer camp experience which explores
the Christian themes and lessons in the Harry
Potter stories. Holy Comforter is magically
converted into Hogwarts School where children
attend “classes” taught by favorite professors
including Prof. McGonagall, Snape, Hooch, and
Binns. Teenage prefects lead age level groups to
their activities and all students share a closing
snack in the Great Hall. Morning Session: 9
a.m.-noon; afternoon session: 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Download registration forms at
www.holycomforter.com.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 28-30
Women’s Summit. Tysons McLean Hilton, 7920

Jones Branch Drive, McLean. Speakers and
workshops cover women in politics, education,
equality, diversity, environment, healthcare,
racial and social justice, reproductive freedom,
public safety, rural economy, voting rights, and
family friendly economy. $139. Visit
networknova.org for more.

THURSDAY/AUG. 1
Champions of Character Nomination

Deadline. The nomination process for the 2019
annual Fairfax County Champions of Character
Awards are underway. Honor youth, coaches
and parents for extraordinary service in
pursuing victory with honor in athletics. Anyone
can nominate a player, coach or parent for
consideration of a Champions of Character
Award. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
neighborhood-community-services/athletics/
champions-of-character for more.

Bulletin



12  ❖  Vienna/Oakton Connection  ❖  June 12-18, 2019 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Chamberlain Zulauf

The Connection

T
he Graduation ceremony for James Madi-
son High School senior class of 2019 took
place on June 7. The senior class — more
than 500 students graduating this year

— received a standing ovation from friends and fam-
ily in a packed DAR Constitution Hall. The ceremony
opened with Madison’s own Choir and Orchestra,
which would both have dedicated performances later
in the proceedings.

The first speaker of the night was Michelle Xu, a
graduating Madison student. She spoke about grow-
ing up, having more responsibilities and “striving to
be greater.” Through her speech Xu added onto those
points by touching on the toxic mindset some stu-
dents can experience through the competition of high
school. As Xu stated, “learning became a competi-
tion rather than being fun.”

Xu continued her point with an anecdote about
her star tennis performance over her three years at
Madison. Xu recalls feeling anxious about there be-
ing better tennis players than her even though she
was within the top 50 players in the state. However,
the conclusion she eventually came to was that she
was “lucky to be surrounded by so much talent.” The
final piece of advice Xu had to offer was that school
isn’t just about success, it is also about learning.

The next speaker was Science Teacher Matthew
Thomson. Thomson notes that he too is graduating
in a way as he is soon to retire and this will have
been his last year teaching at Madison. Thomson
started by telling his own story of how he was con-
fused with what he wanted to do with his life, like
many high school graduates may be. He tried mul-

tiple different types of engineering major in college
before finally telling his parents he wanted to be a
teacher. What he expected was for them to be upset
with him but to his surprise they were supportive.

Thomson said that “life is about second chances
and do-overs” and that if he hadn’t tried so many
things he would never be who he is today. In a mo-
ment of humor Thomson recognizes that he “has
stood in many streams and caught very few fish.” To
wrap up his speech Thomson quoted the poet E.E.
Cummings, “It takes courage to grow up and be who
you are”.

The final speaker of the night was Principal Gre-
gory Hood, who was with some of the graduating
class for six years rather than four as he was for-
merly the principal of Thoreau Middle School. Hood
opened with a childhood anecdote of wanting both
an Evil Knievel motorcycle toy and a G.I. Joe with
“Kung-Fu Grip.” He chose the Motorcycle and only
ended up regretting not having the G.I. Joe. The
moral of the story was for graduates to not long for
things they did not have and to be happy with what
they do have.

Hood finished off his speech with a quote that en-
compasses his whole message, “If it’s sunny, enjoy
the sun and if it’s rainy, look for the rainbow.”

Madison graduates sent
off with stories of second
chances and do-overs.

Learning and Having Fun
Madison High graduation ceremony was held at DAR Constitution Hall in
Washington, D.C.

The graduating class of 2019 files into the
Constitution Hall.

Photos by Chamberlain Zulauf/The Connection

Graduates throw their caps in the air in celebration.

Madison High Graduates
Look to Years Ahead

Viewpoints

Billy Eggers
Billy Eggers will be attend-

ing the Citadel Military
College of South Carolina and
will be studying intelligence
and security. He sees himself
one day as an officer “com-
manding some fine young
soldiers and just being a part
of this great nation.”

Ryan Carney
Ryan Carney will be attend-

ing New York University to
study international studies
and hopes one day to be a
lawyer.

Omar Ahmed
Omar Ahmed will be

attending Virginia Common-
wealth University in Rich-
mond. “After college I want to
travel the world and see lots
of new countries,” said
Ahmed.

Dylan Ford
Dylan Ford will be attending

James Madison University. “In
10 years I would like to have
traveled plenty and I hope to
maybe be a psychologist,” said
Ford.
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