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By Jeanne Theismann
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T
he Butterfly Effect Mu-
ral, a global art and
philanthropy project,
made its Alexandria

debut June 29 as members of the
c o m m u n i t y
joined Vice
Mayor Eliza-
beth Bennett-
Parker in creat-
ing and install-
ing the local
mural on the
side of the
Bloomers retail
building on
King Street.

“I’m excited
to bring the
Butterfly Effect
to Alexandria,”
Bennett-Parker
said. “It will
build commu-
nity, promote vibrancy on upper
King Street and highlight
nonprofits in a fun, interactive
way.”

The Butterfly Effect Mural
project was created in 2013 by
California artist Tasha Wahl, who
was inspired by Edward Lorenz’s
“Butterfly Effect” theory that even
the softest flutter of a wing can
affect the molecules around it, set-
ting off a chain reaction that am-

plifies into ma-
jor change. In
three years,
more than 200
butterfly murals
have been in-
stalled world-
wide with more
than $100,000
being raised for
various chari-
ties.

The public art
and philan-
thropy project
features a but-
terfly mural
that will be on
display through

Sept. 8 at 924 King St. Visitors are
invited to take a picture with the
butterfly wings and select a char

By Liam Bowman
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E
ngineers with Alexandria
Renew Enterprises out-
lined their plans at a com-

munity listening event on Thurs-
day, June 27, to renovate the city’s
sewer system.

The project, called RiverRenew,
will involve the digging of a tun-
nel along Alexandria’s waterfront

and the use of new technology to
redirect millions of gallons of sew-
age. This effort is intended to re-
duce the number of combined
sewage overflows into the city’s
waterways.

The impetus for this renovation
project came from the state legis-
lature which, in 2017, passed a
law mandating that Alexandria
remediate its sewer system by July,
1 2025. Since 2018, Alexandria
Renew has been, “leading the
implementation of this program,
but still in partnership with the
city,” according to Caitlin Feehan,
the program manager of
RiverRenew.

In compliance with the law
passed by the state legislature, the
project will focus on decreasing
the instances in which sewage
would be released into local wa-

terways, as well as decreasing the
overall amount of combined sew-
age overflow. RiverRenew is pro-
jected to have the effect of de-
creasing, “140 million gallons of
[combined sewage overflow] per
year to 17 million gallons, and
going from 70 [overflow] events
to four events,” said Justin Carl,
one of the project’s engineers.

Cost is a major factor in an un-
dertaking of this scale, and the
RiverRenew program is projected
to cost somewhere between $370
million and $555 million. “It’s an
absolutely capital-intense busi

Art, philanthropy highlighted in King Street mural.‘The Butterfly Effect’

Vice Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, second from right, is joined by members of the
Commission for the Arts, Del Ray Artisans and community volunteers in painting the
Butterfly Effect Mural June 29 in Old Town. The mural is located at 924 King Street
and will be on display through Sept. 8.

RiverRenew Pushes Forward with 2025 Deadline
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Engineers present final plans for sewer renovation.

Ed Cronin, one of the project’s engineers, outlines RiverRenew at a community listening
event on June 27.

“[The Butterfly
Effect Mural] will
build community,
promote vibrancy
on upper King
Street and highlight
nonprofits in a fun,
interactive way.”

— Vice Mayor Elizabeth
Bennett-Parker
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

6/30/19.

6/30/19.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, 
but the best. This year marks our 39th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our 
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn 
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Wellington Heights | $599,900
Beautiful home perfectly sited on this half-acre lot! 
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, garage space and lots of 
storage. Fantastic outdoor/patio spaces. Bright, open, 
sunny floor plan makes this home extremely livable for 
today’s active lifestyles. Waynewood E.S. district.
George Myers 703.585.8301 
www.McEnearney.com

Villamay | $898,000
Completely updated home with an unbelievable 
outside terrace designed with grilling stations, bar area 
seating eight, fireplace, fountain, and outdoor living 
spaces maximized. Gourmet travertine kitchen with 
island and huge, skylit family room with fireplace. 
Catherine Davidson 703.201.1998 
www.cmdrealty.net

Fort Hunt | $860,000
This rarely available beautiful colonial features three 
finished levels with a welcoming 2-story foyer, an open 
floor plan with soaring cathedral ceilings, luxurious 
master suite, hardwood floors, new carpet, 2 fireplaces, 
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, private pool, and patio. 
David Rainey 703.286.1333
www.YourAtHomeTeam.com

Alexandria
$485,000
Gorgeous 3-level 
townhome in sought- 
after First River Farms 
community. Remodeled 
kitchen with breakfast 
nook, stainless steel 
appliances, gas 
cooking, updated 
sliding glass door leads 
to large deck. Close to 
Old Town, Fort Belvoir, 
Mount Vernon and the 
GW Parkway.

Kim Peele 703.244.5852  
www.ThePeeleGroup.biz

Old Town | $2,300,000
Built in 1800, this charming semi-detached home, with off-street parking, sits on one of Alexandria’s original town 
lots. Many original details include front staircase, hardwood floors, moldings, plus 5 fireplaces. Renovated eat-in 
kitchen adjoins the family room, light-filled office with skylights, 4 spacious bedrooms and 4 full baths. Elegant 
master suite with fireplace, window seat, updated bathroom and abundant closets. Outdoors is delightful, with 
an in-ground pool, 2 brick patios, a working fountain plus outdoor kitchen including refrigerator for entertaining.
Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

Belle Haven | $899,000
Style & Design! Meet in this charming Charleston-style 
home with formal spaces and cozy places to relax and 
entertain! Four bedrooms plus den, family room and 
flexibility for in law or au pair living! Two car garage and 
lovely gardens!
Kate Patterson 703.627.2166 
www.KatePattersonHomes.com

DC/Columbia 
Heights
$629,900
Renovated in 2016, this 
1,300± SF, 2-bedroom 
+ den, 2.5-bath condo 
offers an extra wide 
floorplan with circular 
flow. End unit with 
windows on 3 sides. 
Two assigned patios, 
deeded parking, low 
fee, and a walk to 
everything location!

Clay Burke 202.520.4274 
www.BBZgroup.com

Woodbridge
$399,900
Elegantly appointed 
Potomac Crest 
townhome condo. 3 
bedrooms, 3.5 baths.
Minutes to Occoquan 
River & Occoquan’s 
charming downtown. 
Recently renovated 
with gourmet kitchen, 
gleaming hardwood 
floors, new carpet, 2 
decks & so much more! 

Mary Farrell 703.969.5522
www.ChooseMaryFarrell.com


