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A
lexandria officials donned hard hats as they
joined construction company representatives
and real estate partners at the formal

groundbreaking of the future headquarters of the
Institute for Defense Analyses Aug. 13 at Potomac
Yard.

“We’re here to mark the next stage in our journey
to our new building,” said IDA president Dr. David
S.C. Chu. “I am amazed at how this area has devel-
oped. When I first looked at this area, nothing was
here but it is growing and we are looking forward to
being here in two to three years.”

Located at 730 East Glebe Road, the site is just

over one block from the future Potomac Yard Metro
station and in close proximity to the site of Virginia
Tech’s new Innovation Campus.

“Talk about location, location, location,” said long-
time City Councilwoman Del Pepper. “You can’t lose
by being here in Potomac Yard. This is a happening
place. It is a growing, thriving part of our city and is
quickly becoming Alexandria’s innovation district.”

Currently headquartered in the city’s West End,
IDA’s future 370,000-square-foot facility is expected
to be completed by early 2022. According to City
Councilman Canek Aguirre, Alexandria’s Department
of Community and Human Services and Health De-
partment will relocate later that same year to IDA’s
current space on Mark Center Drive.

By Jeanne Theismann
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G
wendolyn Menefee-
Smith, a crusader for
public housing tenants’

rights and an organizer of the Al-
exandria Tenants Council nearly
50 years ago, died July 23 at Vir-
ginia Hospital Center in Arlington.
She was 75.

A one-time tenant of public
housing, Menefee-Smith worked
to address what she saw as an at-
titude of disrespect and unfair
practices against minorities and
low-income residents. Through
the Alexandria Tenants Council,
she worked with city officials and
the Alexandria Redevelopment
and Housing Authority to establish
non-discriminatory housing regu-

lations.
“The administrators were so dis-

respectful and rude and intrusive
in your personal life when people

By Elissa Esher
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T
he Richmond Planet reported
the lynching of a black man
named Benjamin Thomas
“within sight of the capitol at

Washington” on Aug. 8, 1899. On Aug. 8,
2019, Alexandria resident Adrienne Fikes
hosted a small gathering on the corner of
King Street and Fairfax Street, the site
where Thomas died, to commemorate his
life, mourn the cause of his death, and, in
her words, “acknowledge and heal this city’s
legacy of racial terror lynching.”

“Even though 120 years seems like a long
time ago, we are still living with the impact
of this,” said Fikes. “If we’re ever going to
be what we say we are in Alexandria, we’ve
got to confront the good and the bad of who
we are.”

The event consisted of readings from re-
ports by The Richmond Planet and The Al-
exandria Gazette, singing, silent reflection,
and information on upcoming community
events concerning racial injustice in the
area.

Thomas, who was accused of assaulting
an 8-year-old white girl, was dragged
through the streets from his jail cell by some
of Alexandria’s “best citizens,” according to
The Richmond Planet. He was then hung
from a lamppost in front of “hundreds of
spectators.” In an attempt to stop them, the
mayor of Alexandria at the time told the
mob that if Thomas was not tried, convicted
and hung in 30 days he would let them hang

Healing City’s History of  Racial Terror
Community
commemorates
1899 lynching near
Market Square.

Adrienne Fikes reads an article on the lynching of Benjamin Thomas
written Aug. 8, 1899 in The Richmond Planet.
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Remembering
Gwendolyn Menefee-Smith
Tenants’ rights activist dies at 75.

Gwendolyn Menefee-
Smith died July 23 at the
age of 75.
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IDA president Dr. David S.C. Chu, left,
speaks with Bill Moyer and Pranav Pandya
of Davis Construction at the Aug. 13
groundbreaking of the IDA headquarters
building in Potomac Yard.

An architectural rendering of the North-
east view of the planned IDA headquarters
on display during the Aug. 13
groundbreaking at Potomac Yard.

‘Location, Location, Location’
IDA breaks ground at Potomac Yard.
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Kate Patterson  |  Lifetime, NVAR Top Producer  |  Licensed in VA & DC

703.627.2166  |  kpatterson@mcenearney.com  |  KatePattersonHomes.com

109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

A Sylvan Retreat on the Potomac
820 Herbert Springs Road, Alexandria  |  $4,450,000  |  Shown by appointment

Representing the exceptional in Alexandria

Kate Patterson
The Lafayette House  |  Old Town

301 S Saint Asaph St  |  $3,950,000
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See SOLs Below,  Page 16

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.comNews

S
tandards of Learning
(SOL) results released
Aug. 13 by the Virginia
Department of Educa-

tion show that the Alexandria City
Public Schools fell below the state-
wide SOL averages for the third
consecutive year. [See charts at
right.]

A bright spot showed the per-
centage of the city’s students test-
ing proficient in math increased by
nine points.

“While we are encouraged by
these Math results which show a
higher level of students testing
proficient, we still have much
work to do. These results are the
result of our strategic focus and
the work we have all put in this
last year and this work will need
to continue. This progress is al-
ready being replicated across other
subject areas and all grade levels
where we antici-
pate similar
growth over the
coming school
year,” said ACPS
Chief Academic Of-
ficer Dr. Terri H.
Mozingo in an Aug.
13 ACPS press re-
lease.

MATH RESULTS
increased across
the board in all
subgroups. The
percentage of
Black, Hispanic,
English Learner
and Economically
Disadvantaged stu-
dents proficient in
math all increased
by nine percentage
points or more.
The ACPS rate of growth in math
for all students was four percent-
age points higher than growth
seen at the state level, and five per-
centage points higher for Eco-
nomically Disadvantaged students
also at the state level.

In the History subject area, 72%
of all ACPS students passed the
Standards of Learning tests, while
70%, 68% and 67% met the stan-
dards in Writing, Reading, Science,
respectively, according to this fed-
erally-adjusted test data. These
results either remained flat or saw
a slight drop for ACPS.

According to the ACPS press re-
lease, “This coming school year,
ACPS will have an intentional fo-
cus on improving reading skills.
Our instructional leaders have
been analyzing the data over the
past year and have already out-

lined areas for improvement dur-
ing the planning process for the
upcoming school year. This school
year will see necessary changes to
the Virginia English Standards of
Learning, in the same way that the
Virginia Math Standards of Learn-
ing were updated this past year.
ACPS has already taken a variety
of proactive measures, including:

❖ implementing a new compre-
hensive elementary reading pro-
gram;

❖ focusing on writing instruc-
tion at all grade levels;

❖ continuing alignment of the
curriculum with Virginia State
standards;

❖ ongoing data analysis and in-
structional support using reading
inventory results and other assess-
ment measures; and

❖ sustaining professional learn-
ing at all grade-levels.”

“THIS KIND of
success doesn’t
happen by chance,
nor does it happen
overnight. It hap-
pens through hard
work, planning,
preparation and
dedication for all
students to experi-
ence success re-
gardless of their
life circumstances.
It is our responsi-
bility as educators
to relentlessly ad-
vocate and remove
educational barri-
ers that prevent
any child from
reaching their
highest level de-
sired,” said Super-

intendent of Schools Dr. Gregory
C. Hutchings, Jr.  in the Aug. 13
ACPS press release.

State SOL assessments were
given to students in grades three
through eight in English Language
Arts (Reading/Writing), Math, Sci-
ence and History/Social Studies
and in high school core subjects
assessed by end-of-course exams.
Revisions to the Standards of Ac-
creditation that were approved by
the state Board of Education in
2017 and became effective last
year reduced the number of SOL
tests high school students must
pass in order to graduate. Under
the revised regulations, students
who meet the testing requirement
in a content area do not have to
take another test in the subject
unless additional testing is re

City Schools Continue To Trail State SOL Averages
Improvement in math highlighted.

Source: http://school quality/virginia.gov

Student Achievement by Proficiency Level: Reading

Source: http://school quality/virginia.gov

Student Achievement by Proficiency Level: Writing

Source: http://school quality/virginia.gov

Student Achievement by Proficiency Level: Math

“While we are
encouraged by
these Math
results which
show a higher
level of students
testing
proficient, we
still have much
work to do.”
— Dr. Terri H. Mozingo,

ACPS Chief
Academic Officer
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A
lexandria’s oldest fire
company celebrated its
245th birthday with a
block party that fea-

tured family events and demon-
strations at the annual Friendship
Firehouse Festival Aug. 3 in Old
Town.

Presented by the Friendship Vet-
erans Fire Engine Association, fes-
tival features included antique fire
apparatus, craft booths, commu-
nity organization displays and
tours of the historic Friendship
Firehouse Museum.

“We’re excited to be here at the
festival,” said Tracy Dace, founder
of the youth nonprofit DREAAM
House. Dace was visiting Alexan-
dria with a group of 52 from
Champaign, Ill., and toured the
museum and climbed aboard the
fire apparatus. “Everyone is enjoy-
ing this.”

The Friendship Fire Company
was established in 1774 as the first
fire company in Alexandria. On
display during the festival was the
1858 Prettyman hose reel car-
riage, voted the favorite Virginia
Association of Museums Top 10
Endangered Artifacts.

“This year’s festival was a very
successful event,” said lead coor-
dinator Bill Kehoe. “The weather
was hot but visitors and exhibitors
alike all had a good time.”

According to Kehoe, more than
4,000 visitors attended the event,
with over a thousand taking the
time to tour the Friendship
Firehouse Museum.

In addition to exploring
firefighting artifacts and touring
city fire trucks, children received
free fire helmets and birthday

cake.
“The fire equipment was, of

course, the main attraction and
there were long lines for kids and
adults to get up into the rigs and
‘drive’ them,” Kehoe said.  “One
unusual feature this year was the
long line of folks to get up into the
rear tiller seat on the back of the
fire truck.”

New this year were hourly raffle
drawings, organized by Friendship
Veterans Fire Association board
members Marion Moon, Jeanne
Jacob and Tim Winkle. Combined
with a “fill the boot” campaign and
donation box, several hundred
dollars were raised for the 1858
Prettyman Hose Carriage Conser-
vation Fund.

Mayor Justin Wilson, joined by
Acting Fire Chief Corey Smedley
and Council women Del Pepper
and Amy Jackson, cut the birth-
day cake, which according to
Kehoe “was devoured in record
time.”

“One extra benefit came from
the fact that several cars did not
heed the no parking signs and
were towed away,” said Kehoe of
the South Alfred Street road clo-
sure.  “During this process, the
Police Department was there to
assist. The cops and cars were still
on site as the festival started up
and bingo, a new exhibit formed.
Kids and adults were anxious to
get in the squad cars and look
around at all of the buttons, etc.
It was a huge success. Obviously,
we will formally invite them and
the Sheriff next year.” After de-
cades of coordinating the festival,
Kehoe announced that he will be
stepping down from that role.

“Age and pace are creeping up
on me and I have decided this will
be my last festival as the lead co-
ordinator,” Kehoe said in an email
to board members, who will con-
tinue to sponsor the festival.

The Friendship Firehouse Mu-
seum is located at 107 S. Alfred
St. See www.friendshipfire.net.

Friendship Firehouse Celebrates Its 245th Birthday
Thousands turn
out for annual
festival.

Acting Fire Chief Corey Smedley with retired
firefighter Ed Snyder.

Easton and Hannah Delong show off their
fire hats during the Aug. 3 Friendship
Firehouse Festival.

Rotary Club of Central Alexandria members
Dennis Belmont, John Renner and Florence King
at the Aug. 3 Friendship Firehouse Festival.

Volunteers show attendees how to put out
a mock fire during the Aug. 3 Friendship
Firehouse Festival.

Youth development nonprofit DREAAM
House founder Tracy Dace and partici-
pants from Champaign, Ill., pose for a
photo aboard a fire truck at the Aug. 3
Friendship Firehouse Festival.

Jaelynn Taylor with grand-
mother Melissa Ellsworth
at the Friendship Firehouse
Festival.

Corbin Meadows and mom Lindsay chat with volunteer
Catherine Weinraub inside the historic Friendship
Firehouse Museum.
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From Page 1

Commemorating 1899 Lynching near Market Square

A small crowd gathered Aug. 8 at the corner of King Street and Fairfax
Street to commemorate the lynching of Benjamin Thomas that took
place there in 1899.

Tamara Wellons sings a variant of
Amazing Grace in commemoration
of Benjamin Thomas.

him, an act which the report called a
“parody of justice.”

“Lynching was not just about the person
who was being murdered,” said Fikes. “It
was a public message, and that message was
very clear: you are in danger for being
treated like a human. In this case, that
meant having the right to a trial.”

The commemoration also honored 12
black men who were arrested and punished
for attempting to save Thomas from the
assassins.

Fikes, who is involved with the Equal Jus-
tice Initiative, an organization that helps
communities confront past injustices, said
that the impact of lynching in a community
scars both the descendants of those lynched
and the assassins.

“The damage done by the hatred and vio-
lence of these events isn’t solely found in
the African American community,” said
Fikes. “It’s doing very real things to the fami-
lies of the white men who did this. It’s one
thing to say you descend from a family who
owned slaves, but it’s a whole other thing
to have a great grandfather who partici-
pated in an atrocity like this in recent his-
tory.

The people who are discovering that their
families were somehow involved in this —
whether they are related to the one lynched

or the murderer — are beginning to recon-
cile this in some very powerful and coura-
geous ways.”

An informational meeting hosted by the
City of Alexandria and the Alexandria Black
History Museum will be held at 1 p.m. on
Sept. 21 in Charles Houston Recreation

Center to discuss further steps in healing
Alexandria’s history of racial terror and to
memorialize the two victims of lynching in
Alexandria — Joseph McCoy, lynched on
April 23, 1897, and Thomas.

“There’s no sense in drudging all this up
just to talk about something horrible that

happened and be sad about it,” said Fikes.
“We have to look at the structural inequali-
ties that still exist today and use this as an
opportunity for us as a community to heal.”

For more information on the informa-
tional meeting in September, visit: https://
www.alexandriava.gov/Historic.

Photos by

Elissa Esher

Gazette Packet
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Caroline Mousset has been appointed the next ex-
ecutive director of the Washington Metropolitan Phil-
harmonic Association. She provides leadership of the
organization alongside Artistic Director Ulysses S.
James.

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we are all very
excited to welcome Caroline as our next executive
director. In collaboration with the expressive vision
and talent that our Artistic Director, Ulysses James,
brings to the organization, Caroline’s experience in
fostering live classical performances and her passion
for inspiring community engagement in the arts will
create a host of new opportunities for the Washing-
ton Metropolitan Philharmonic Association,” said
Larry Ries, president of the Board.

Mousset comes to the Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic Association from The Phillips Collec-
tion in Washington, D.C. where she became the
fourth director of music in 2009. In her time with
The Phillips Collection, she curated, produced, and
presented 10 annual concert seasons with 14 years
altogether at the museum. Inspired by The Phillips
Collection’s founder’s vision for introducing new art-
ists and works to Washington audiences, Mousset pio-

neered the Leading Eu-
ropean Composers se-
ries (now called Lead-
ing International Com-
posers) in partnership
with embassies in
Washington, and as of
2016 also with the Uni-
versity of Maryland.
Further innovation
came in the 2012-13
season with the establishment of the Phillips
Camerata, a chamber orchestra in residence with a
flexible roster of some of the East Coast’s leading
instrumentalists. In 2015-16, Mousset oversaw the
celebration of 75 years of Sunday Concerts.

The Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic is a not-
for-profit 501(c)(3) organization of musicians and
music lovers dedicated to making high-quality musi-
cal performances and opportunities accessible to the
community. WMPA sponsors three orchestras: The WM
Youth Orchestra and the WM Concert Orchestra; a
free summer chamber concert series; and a composi-
tion competition. Visit www.wmpamusic.org.

WMPA Names New Executive Director

By Liam Bowman
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I
t’s 10 minutes to seven and
the doors are about to open
at Union Stage. Sound check
is over and done with, and the

performers now mill about the
green room, sipping Red Bull and
filling the air with nervous chatter.

George Hughes, known by the
stage name, HEF, reclines on a
black leather couch and tries to
calm the nerves of his long-time
music-making partner, Zach
Siegel. Siegel, the concert’s DJ and
emcee, is minutes away from
heading onstage. He hunches over
his phone screen and mutters lyr-
ics under his breath in a last-
minute attempt at memorization.

“The more you overthink it, the
more you’re going to mess your-
self up” says Hughes, thumbing
passively at his iPhone. “It’s like
the SATs; you just wing it.”

Siegel cracks a smile and lifts his
eyes from the screen. “I’m honestly
not nervous,” he says.

“You shouldn’t be,” says D$G
DAE, the concert’s opening act,
who walks over and shakes Siegel
by the shoulder. “We were built for
this.”

As showtime approaches,
Hughes and Siegel start pacing
restively around the room. They
crack jokes to ease the tension and
talk through what to do on stage.
“Before you go out I’m about to
say, ‘Are you all ready for HEF?’
And they’re going to go crazy,”
Siegel says, his voice swelling up.

Hughes first started writing
music when his father died. He

took to his passion quietly at first,
scribbling lyrics on scraps of pa-
per, which his mother would find
scattered about the house. As a
teenager, Hughes began to take his
music more seriously, but it be-
came more of a struggle. Working
alone became a frustration for
Hughes, who set out to find a cre-
ative ally.

In 2016, during his sophomore
year at Bishop Ireton High School,
Hughes became aware of Siegel,
then a senior at T.C Williams High
School who had just started mak-
ing beats in his basement studio.
Hughes took a chance and sent
Siegel a message out of the blue.
They met for a collaboration and
became fast friends.

Since the pair started working
together in 2016, they have re-
leased several songs on music
streaming platforms such as
Spotify and SoundCloud, and
have seen their popularity
steadily grow. The latest collabo-
ration between Hughes and
Siegel, Hughes’ debut album,
“Hef,” was released in March
2019 and drew more attention
than any of their previous works.
“Our first EP has like 215,000
[plays] on Spotify. Our album, in
the first month, had 325,000
[plays],” said Hughes.

The duo works independently
and still does all the recording in
Siegel’s basement. The set-up al-
lows them to take their time and
work undisturbed, with Hughes
coming up with song lyrics, while
Siegel works out a beat. “We have
everything we need here. It’s cheap
and we just get to have fun taking

as long as we want,” said Hughes.
The two have tried to capitalize

on their internet notoriety and
have played several shows around
the D.C area, most recently an
Aug, 1 show at Union Stage. “Ba-
sically to do shows you have to do
small venues, then slightly bigger,
and slightly bigger,” said Siegel. “It
proves that you’ll have sales.”

Hughes currently splits his time
between music and his studies at
Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege. He plans to finish his stud-
ies, but hopes to go all in on his
music career.

“It’s a thrill to see him onstage,”
said Jane Hughes, who attended
her son’s show at Union Stage. “I
love to see him enjoying himself
and being creative.”

Local rapper hopes to find
success in hip hop.‘We Were Built for This’

George Hughes performing at Union Stage on Aug. 1.

Zach Siegel (left) and George Hughes in their
basement studio.
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WMATA’s Platform Project
Virginia Tech rising seniors Liam Walter and Bobby
Sherrill take a break from the heat while working at
the Eisenhower Avenue Metro on July 24. The
Eisenhower Avenue station is one of the six Metro
stations south of Ronald Reagan Washington Na-
tional Airport closed through Sept. 8 as part of
WMATA’s Platform Improvement Project.
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Officials break ground at the future site of the Institute for Defense
Analyses headquarters Aug. 13 at Potomac Yard. From left are: IDA
Director of Special Projects Dean Graves, IDA Board of Trustees Chair
Pete Geren, City Councilwoman Del Pepper, and IDA President Dr. David
S.C. Chu.

‘Location, Location, Location’
From Page 1

Founded in 1956, IDA is a nonprofit corpo-
ration that operates three Federally Funded
Research and Development Centers in the
public interest. It has been headquartered
in Alexandria since 1986 and purchased the
Potomac Yard site in 2016 for $10.1 mil-
lion.

“Over the last four decades, the City of
Alexandria has benefited from the reputa-
tion of this Institute,” said Pepper. “Our city
and economic development staff worked
with IDA leadership and advisors over re-
cent years to help identify sites that would
meet the Institute’s growth for decades to
come.”
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A
dapted from a previous editorial ...

Has your organization been
featured in the Connection
Newspapers, or the Alexandria

Gazette Packet or the Mount Vernon Gazette
or the Centre View or the Potomac Almanac?

Have our papers taken note of your business
when you pitch in to help the community? Or
when you opened your doors or celebrated a
milestone?

Are you an elected official
whose messages are enhanced
by coverage of issues in the
Connection?

Do you work for a part of local government
that has asked for help getting the word out
about a need or a new initiative or accomplish-
ments?

I have a special favor to ask:
Buy an ad in our 2019 Newcomers and Com-

munity Guide. Please.
Show your support for our organization

which continues to be here to support the
forces of good in our communities.

Our annual Newcomers and Community
Guide is a thematic paper publishing Aug. 28,
2019 for all 15 Connection Newspapers. Dead-
line is Aug. 22.

If you have a marketing budget, and you
value coverage of local newspapers (not just
ours), why wouldn’t you spend a portion of
that budget (any portion) in newspapers? Heed
the cautionary tale in the accelerating closures
of newspapers recently. Support local news.

For the same reasons that organizations,
businesses and campaigns know they want lo-
cal newspaper coverage, newspaper advertis-
ing is an effective way to reach voters, resi-
dents, clients. The Connection has an audience
of more than 150,000 in print and online, in-
cluding remarkable demographics. Our read-
ers include local and national decision makers
in the public and private sectors.

The deadline for the Newcomers and Com-
munity Guide is Aug. 22. Digital enhancements
and support are available. More information
at email sales@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9431.

Share Tips
about Community

We also need help from our readers for con-
tent of our annual Guide.

We’re hoping to share special places, activi-
ties, events, organizations and volunteer op-
portunities. What should someone new to your
neighborhood know about? What is it that you
love most about where you live?

We will publish a selection of local view-
points along with information useful to new-
comers and long-time residents alike, includ-
ing information on how to vote and more.

See last year’s community guides by going
to www.connectionnewspapers.com/PDFs/
and scrolling down to Newcomers.

Email tips and photos to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or send
as a letter to the editor via the website at
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/
contact/letter/ by Aug. 23.

— Mary Kimm

For information on advertising, email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9431. See
www.connectionnewspapers.com/advertising.

What do you love about where you live?

Support Local News

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Beyond Shared
Lane Markings
To the Editor:

Some streets in Alexandria are marked with
a bicycle symbol with two chevron markings
above the bicycle (called shared lane markings
or sharrows) and these same streets often in-
clude “Bikes May Use Full Lanes” (BMUFL)
signs. Why use these markings and signs on
some streets and not others? What is their
purpose?

Some people may mistakenly believe that
shared lane markings and BMUFL signs desig-
nate specific streets where bicycle riding is al-
lowed.

Remarks to City Council on July 9 by one
resident suggested as much when the speaker
indicated that a recommendation to provide
shared lane markings on a particular street “is
also maybe good news for the biking commu-
nity ... now they can have a posted shared lane
in which they have a right to ride.”

It is important to note though that shared
lane markings do not provide new rights to
people on bicycles; rights and responsibilities
of people bicycling on public streets are granted
by Virginia code, not by local ordinance or
signage.

Per the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), BMUFL signs are “used in locations
where it is important to inform road users that
bicyclists might occupy the travel lane.” The
FHWA similarly lists reasons to use shared lane
markings — for example, to “Alert road users
of the lateral location bicyclists are likely to
occupy within the traveled way.” In other
words, bicycles already have a right to ride on
these roads — the signs are simply there to
remind other road users of this fact.

Although shared lane markings may have
operational benefits, there is no evidence they

improve safety. The National Association of
City Transportation Officials (NACTO) notes
that a shared lane marking “should not be con-
sidered a substitute for bike lanes, cycle tracks,
or other separation treatments.” A recent study,
“Why cities with high bicycling rates are safer
for all road users,” confirmed that “Better
safety outcomes are instead associated with a
greater prevalence of bike facilities — particu-
larly protected and separated bike facilities.”

Protected bike facilities make roads safer for
both drivers and cyclists. A Rice Kinder Insti-
tute for Urban Research study, “Cities with pro-
tected bike lanes are safer for everyone, includ-
ing drivers,” concluded “When a street’s de-
sign is diversified to include protected bike
lanes, the safety of both drivers and bikers in-
creases.”

In summary, shared lane markings do not
provide new rights to people on bicycles; the
rights and responsibilities of people bicycling
on public streets are granted by Virginia code.

Erin Meter
Treasurer, Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian

Advisory Committee, a 501(c)3 volunteer
organization that promotes walking and
biking in Alexandria.

Photo Contributed

A shared lane marking or sharrow

This Slope
Leads to Safety
To the Editor:

I am writing in response to Dino Drudi’s let-
ter entitled, “Slippery Slope Of Gun Control.”
He makes a comparison between what he sees
as the city’s attempt to “eliminate a lot of cars”
by removing a Seminary Road traffic lane and
the slippery slope of a claim of “gun safety” by
incrementally restricting guns.

So let’s look at cars and the slippery slope
they faced not so many years ago. Seat belts:
The manufacturers and many drivers didn’t
want them. Now they are accepted and widely
used in this country. Back up cameras: Too ex-
pensive, now embraced. Staying with cars, you
must be licensed to drive one and demonstrate
proficiency prior to being the operator. You need
insurance, your car has to be registered. Did
all these things and requirements eliminate
automobile accidents and deaths? No, but cars,
drivers and passengers are much safer today.

Don’t be afraid of what makes sense. A uni-
versal background check bill, a ban on assault
weapons and large capacity magazines and an
extreme risk protective order come to mind.

When an overwhelming percentage of vot-
ers want something, it’s hard for me to see it
as a slippery slope.

John K. (Kevin) Bergen
Alexandria

Hector Eaches
Of Alexandria
To the Editor:

One of the soldiers of 17th Virginia Infan-
try, C.S.A., the unit our soldier statue is

See Letters,  Page 10
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COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

YOU DESERVE
THE BEST.

Alexandria 310 King St. | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

Alexandria | 3/1.5 | $595,000  
PRICE JUST REDUCED! 1003 Colonial Avenue
Donnan C. Wintermute (703) 608-6868
https://bit.ly/2Enwsr0

Alexandria | 2/2 | $750,000  
UNDER CONTRACT! YATES GARDENS 724 S Royal St
Greg Doherty (703) 408-5068
https://bit.ly/2YPZwio

Alexandria | 4/2.5 | $499,000 
JUST LISTED & UNDER CONTRACT 6013 Saint John Drive
Cathy S. D’Antuono (703) 819-3077
https://bit.ly/2YUffgk

Alexandria | 1/1| $1,850 
JUST LISTED FOR RENT 501 Slaters Lane # 17
Nora Partlow (703) 867-8872      Eloise Brantley  (703) 408-4887
https://bit.ly/31s8vYL

Alexandria | 2(+Den)/2.5 | $779,000
Open Sat & Sun 2-4pm 142 N UNION ST
Ellis Duncan (703) 307-4295
https://bit.ly/2Lxhp3j

Alexandria | 5/4.5 | $1,295,000  
UNDER CONTRACT! MASON HILL 1701 Hollinwood Dr
Greg Doherty (703) 408-5068
The York Group Charles York (703) 409-3377
https://bit.ly/2GN636r

Alexandria | 5/3.5 | $2,295,000  
JUST LISTED! 116 Prince St. Captains Row in Old Town
The York Group Charles York (703) 409-3377 
& Greg Doherty (703) 408-5068
https://bit.ly/2yQwEfw

Alexandria | 5/4.55 | $1,695,000 
UNDER CONTRACT 7705 Northdown Rd
Liz Bucuvalas (703) 626-8400
https://bit.ly/2HFNhgt

Alexandria | 3/3.5 | $1,339,000 
JUST LISTED & UNDER CONTRACT 215 Princess St
Lib Willey (703) 362-7206
https://bit.ly/2P4vtEf
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News

From Page 8

largely dedicated to, was an
Alexandrian named Hector Eaches. He did
not die in the war, so the statue does not
mention his name, but he suffered a
wound, experienced the privations of a
POW, and buried a friend killed at
Fredericksburg. He died later in 1875, and
rests in Ivy Hill Cemetery between King
and W. Braddock. He was 35.

With all the latent hatred some have
against Confederate soldiers, we should
learn about who they really were. Hector’s
surviving letters are in the Alexandria li-
brary, and some published in a book titled

Letters to Virginia. The Eaches were Quak-
ers who were against slavery. In the 1850s
Hector was working in New York making a
living doing portraits. 1861 he came back
here to join those who would leave town
and form the Confederate States Army fur-
ther west. Since he was against slavery, it is
clear that he did not join to defend it, con-
trary to what some today would have us
believe.

None of Hector’s letters mention any po-
litical issues. Only “my country” in one let-
ter toward the end of the war. He went into
the army out of a sense of duty to defend
his state and the country it became a part
of. His brother, John Eaches, who also

served in the Confederate Army in Missouri,
wrote to Hector in 1863 asking: “I want to
know something about the Alexandria boys
and what they are doing and have done in
the army to distinguish themselves? I know
they will do their duty. Praying for your
health, and that you may live through this
glorious struggle for liberty.” John had no
other cause either.

One letter by Hector describe how he was
wounded at White Oak Swamp, near Rich-
mond, and had to recover in a POW camp
with a bullet in his leg. He was on crutches
most of the war. In 1863 he was paroled
(traded). When the Confederate Army got
him back, they assigned him light duty in a

drafting office. At war’s end, he had the
privilege of having Robert E. Lee sit for him
to draw. He sold that picture for $200 in
September 1865, and went back to a ca-
reer as an artist.

Hector Eaches was a good, kind man. An
artist with a great God–given talent who
set it aside to risk death, suffered injury, and
endured great suffering. He is the true rep-
resentation of what our soldier statue
means. Duty, honor, country. All American
soldiers who wore blue and gray embody
those things.

Harold Knudsen
Alexandria

Letters to the Editor

Photo by Sarah Marcella Creative for Visit Alexandria

Alexandria Symphony Orchestra musicians
perform at the Alexandria Visitor Center during
the 10th Annual Alexandria Summer Sidewalk
Sale.

Photo by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet

Mitzi Moore, left, and Carol Supplee of Imagine Artwear
prepare for the Alexandria Summer Sidewalk Sale.

10th Annual
Alexandria Summer
Sidewalk Sale
Twist Boutique participates in
10th Annual Alexandria Sum-
mer Sidewalk Sale last week-
end. The event was led by Visit
Alexandria in partnership with
the City of Alexandria, Old
Town Boutique District, Old
Town Business and Del Ray
Business Association.

Photo by Elissa Esher/Gazette Packet

Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum set up
for Alexandria’s sidewalk sale.

Photo by Elissa Esher

The sidewalk sale at The Shoe Hive. More than
50 Alexandria boutiques stepped out of their
storefronts and offered discounted summer
merchandise.

Photo by Elissa Esher

/Gazette Packet
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www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering,
transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.

Home LifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

A
s a new school year looms
large over the horizon, the
hectic reality of packing

lunches, buying school supplies
and making space for new back-
packs comes into focus. Making
time for home organization can
decrease stress before the
school bus arrives.

The kitchen is often the of
nucleus or command center of
a family’s home, especially dur-
ing the school year. To help
quell the chaos, Shannon
Kadwell of Anthony Wilder De-
sign/Build suggests centraliza-
tion. “A snack station and
breakfast center can be great for
letting the kids get food on their
own while you get together meals
and lunches,” she said. “The snack
station [can be] a drawer in the
kitchen that kids can go into at
anytime to get healthy snacks.
Granola bars, nuts, crackers, dried
fruit, can be pre-measured for in-
dividual servings for easy grab and
go.”

Getting dressed in the morning
can become a source of tension,
but Sallie Finney Kjos of Grey
Hunt Interiors says that she incor-
porates an elegant design solution

into the bedrooms of her clients
homes that helps ease the day-
break anxiety.

“Get a basket for each kid and
roll their outfits for the day, tie
them together and place them
upright in the basket,” she said.
“Give your kid independence and
let them pick out their own
clothes. Not only will their outfits
match, but you’ll know that they
didn’t create a mess finding the
perfect shirt.”

In fact, baskets can offer a ver-
satile and chic method of organi-
zation throughout one’s home
says, Courtney Thomas of home
accessories store, The Picket

Fence. “They are available in end-
less sizes and styles,” she said.
“Baskets are an easy and often in-
expensive way to contain clutter.
Larger ones are perfect for blan-
kets and pillows, smaller ones
keep toys corralled, and there are
even baskets with file hangers to
keep … papers organized. If bas-
kets aren’t your style, we also love
using vintage boxes and crates to
serve the same function.”

Getting creative with clear con-
tainers can help maintain order
without sacrificing a home’s aes-
thetic, says Thomas. “You can find

This kitchen and dining area by Anthony Wilder Design/Build includes a workstation
concealed behind doors (shown open and closed) to keep the family organized.

Home Organization
For a New School Year

options that are much more styl-
ish than the traditional plastic
tub,” she said. “Since they are see-
through it’s easy to see what’s in-
side and find what you need. Use
mason jars for pencils and cray-
ons.” A coffee table can serve
double duty as both a home ac-
cessory and a clandestine storage
space, says Kjos. “They can be a
catch all for busy families,” she
said. “Consider topping them with
a few decorative boxes to hold
needed items.” Over the course of
a school year, a home’s mud room
can become a black hole of back-
packs, soccer cleats and lacrosse
sticks. “Having a locker with a

door for each child gives the
mudroom a clean, organized
feel,” said Kadwell. “The kids
don’t need to be neat and tidy
inside their own spaces.”

Back-to-school organization
can extend to the laundry
rooms, continues Kadwell. “Set
up drop stations to have kids
drop off clothes that are in need

of washing,” she said. “Have bins
in an easy to get to space for the
kids that are labeled whites, darks
and towels. Kids can place their
clothing in them according to the
labels. This helps cut down the
laundry time by having them al-
ready sorted.”

A family calendar to keep track
of deadlines, appointments, and
events is a must-have, continued
Kadwell. “[Place it] at a level kids
can see,” she said. “This can be a
whole wall that you can paint with
a magnetic chalk paint and create
a paneled wall effect.”

Accessories and
design elements
to create a
smooth start.

“Baskets are an easy
and often inexpensive
way to contain clutter.”

— Courtney Thomas,
The Picket Fence
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Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Junior Golf Fairfax Camps, Clinics

and Competition. Burke Lake Golf
Center is located at 6915 Ox Road,
Fairfax Station. Pinecrest Golf Course
is located at 6600 Little River
Turnpike, Alexandria. Twin Lakes
Golf Course is located at 6201 Union
Mill Road, Clifton. Oak Marr Golf
Complex is located at 3136
Jermantown Road, Oakton. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/golf/
junior.

❖ In one-session introductory Junior
Golf clinics, kids and teens learn
basic golf rules, etiquette of the
game, get familiarized with different
types of clubs and acquire skills for
putting and chipping in a social and
relaxed environment. Clubs and
practice balls provided. Clinics are
offered at Burke Lake, Oak Marr and
Pinecrest golf courses for $15 each in
August.

❖ Golf camp week-long sessions are still
open – campers learn putting,
chipping, iron and woods play from
certified instructors in a friendly,
group atmosphere. Course etiquette
and best safety practices will teach
kids and teens fundamentals while
they socialize and have fun. Clubs are
not required but suggested. All
campers will receive a certificate and
golf fun pack upon camp completion.
Burke Lake Golf Center and Twin
Lakes Golf Course offer half day
summer camp, Pinecrest Golf Course
offers both half and full day summer
camp options. Oak Marr Golf
Complex offers half day spring and
summer camp through Everybody
Golf School.

❖ Course-ready juniors will enjoy the
Junior Club Championship, Aug. 16,
8 a.m.-noon at Burke Lake Golf
Center. Golfers participate in an 18-
hole individual stroke competition.
Competitors will be separated into
three divisions with first, second, and
third place prizes available in all
divisions. Lunch provided. Call 703-
323-1641 to register.

The Producers – A New Mel
Brooks Musical. Through Aug. 17
at The Little Theatre of Alexandria,
600 Wolfe St. Max Bialystock, the
one time king of Broadway
producers, is hungry to strike it rich.
Leo Bloom, an accountant with

dreams of someday becoming a
theatre producer, discovers that they
could get richer by producing a flop
instead of a hit. They start by finding
the worst show, worst director, and
worst actors. When their new
production, “Springtime for Hitler,”
turns out to be a smash success, the
plan is thrown off and the partners
lives are thrown into chaos. Note:
This show contains language and
adult themes. $29-$34. Visit
thelittletheatre.com.

Registration Open: NVSO. The
Northern Virginia Senior Olympics
features more than 60 events that
challenge the mind as well as the
body. New games this year: jigsaw
puzzle and line-dancing. The games
run Sept. 14-28. There will be no on-
site registration. Paper registrations,
available at most local recreation and
senior centers, must be postmarked
by Aug. 24. Online registrations must
be completed by Aug. 31 at
www.nvso.us.

Art Exhibit: “Some Like It Hot.”
Through Aug. 25, gallery hours at
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery, Torpedo
Factory Art Center, Studio 29, 105
North Union St. Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery presents its juried show,
“Some Like It Hot” featuring work by
artists and craftspersons influenced
by  the weather and the beautiful
colors of the summer season.
Themed work will be eligible for
recognition by the jurors.  Non-
themed work may also be exhibited.
Free admission. Visit

www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935.

Creative Summer Programs.
Through Aug. 31 at Del Ray Artisans,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Del Ray
Artisans’ Creative Summer Programs
is a series of workshops exploring the
arts. Learn techniques in
photography (macro and
SmartPhone), painting, sculpture,
mixed media, jewelry-making,
sketching, and more; and discover
how to use art for affirmation,
communication, and intention.
Details and registration at
DelRayArtisans.org/programs/
creative-summer/.

Art Exhibit: Fresh Meat. Through
Sept. 1, gallery hours at Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave. “Fresh Meat” features artwork
by Del Ray Artisans’ newest members
from 2018-2019. “Fresh Meat”
highlights new faces and new
techniques. Visit DelRayArtisans.org/
event/fresh-meat for more.

Art Exhibit: Piercings, Clay Body
Art and Carving. Through Sept. 1,
gallery hours at Scope Gallery, Studio
19 of the Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 North Union St. The season is
shaping up to be steamy as designs
are working out, clay bodies are
shaping up, donning some fierce
detailing in “Piercings, Clay Body Art
and Carving.” Ceramic Guild art
becomes less hippie and more hipster
as artists go epic with an aggressive
take on decoration outside the bowl.
Call 703-548-6288 or visit

www.scopegallery.org.
Art Exhibitions. Through Sept. 15,

Wednesday-Sunday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
at Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosaic,
105 District Ave., Fairfax. For the
first time, the Torpedo Factory
Artists’ Association is sharing its
gallery space with a group of student
artists. The Torpedo Factory Artists
@ Mosaic is a satellite gallery
sponsored by the Torpedo Factory
Artists’ Association. Visit
www.torpedofactoryartists.com/
mosaic/ for more.

❖ “Make Your Mark” is part of the
Torpedo Factory Artists’ Associations’
effort to provide exhibit opportunities
for gifted artists in the community. In
this show, each of the 13 students
taking classes from TFAA artist and
arts educator Marsha Staiger present
one painting that represents their
body of work.

❖ “Animal Kingdom” is the theme of the
Torpedo Factory artists’ exhibit and
will showcase the best of what nature
has to offer, including the wild and
the tame.

Art Exhibit: Habitats. Through Sept.
22, gallery hours at Target Gallery at
the Torpedo Factory, 105 North
Union St., Studio 2. The newest
group exhibition Habitats in Target
Gallery, the contemporary exhibitions
space of Torpedo Factory Art Center,
poses the question, “What makes a
habitat a home?” The selected artists
address these questions and raise
new ones. Work is presented in a
diversity of media, from sculpture
and photography to video and virtual
reality. Visit torpedofactory.org/
partners/target-gallery.

Mount Vernon Farmers Market.
Wednesdays (through Dec. 18), 8
a.m.-noon at Sherwood Hall Regional
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
The McCutcheon/Mount Vernon
Farmers Market opened May 1 with
an array of farm-fresh produce and
local foods, plus some new features
(fresh brewed coffee!). 17 local
farmers and producers will sell fresh,
locally grown vegetables and fruits;
meats; Chesapeake Bay seafood;
breads and pastries; honey, jams and
jellies; milk, cheese and eggs; herbs
and plants; and more. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets.

Band Members Needed. Join the
Mount Vernon Community Band, a
group of players who enjoy playing
many styles of band music in a
relaxed atmosphere. Rehearsals are
Tuesdays 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Mount Vernon High School Band
Room, 8515 Old Mount Vernon
Road. No auditions. All instruments
needed. Contact Eric Leighty directly
703-768-4172 or visit
www.mvbands.com/join-us/.

FRIDAY/AUG. 16
Mount Vernon Nights: One Nite

Stand (R&B). 7:30-8:30 at Grist
Mill Park, 4710 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Performances
will feature musical styles from soul
to and pop and bluegrass and rock.
Bring a picnic dinner and a blanket
and enjoy one of Fairfax County’s
summer traditions. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/mt-vernon-nights for
more.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/AUG. 16-18
Emerging Writers Festival. At Old

Town Books, 104 S. Union St. The
inaugural Emerging Writers Festival
will celebrate, educate, and inspire
emerging writers through free and
low-cost literacy arts programming.
The festival plans to connect readers
to new writers and give emerging
writers new opportunities and skills.
Individuals can kick start their
writing practice, learn about pitching
editors and agents, take craft classes,
or meet their next favorite author.
The festival will include more than a
dozen free and low-cost writing
classes with professional writers,
editors, and book industry experts.
There will also be a book fair. Visit
www.emergingwritersfestival.com.

AUG. 16-25
Alexandria Summer Restaurant

Week. For 10 days and two
weekends, more than 70 restaurants
in Alexandria will offer a $35 three-
course dinner for one or a $35 dinner
for two. More than 35 restaurants
will also offer lunch menus at $15 or
$22 per person in addition to the
dinner specials. Brunch lovers can
enjoy brunch menus for $15 or $22
per person at nearly 20 restaurants.
Visit
www.AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
or call 703-838-5005.

SATURDAY/AUG. 17
Honey Bee Day Celebration. 9 a.m.-

1 p.m. at River Farm, 7931 E
Boulevard Drive. Join the American
Horticultural Society for a free,
family-friendly celebration of
pollinators and pollinator gardening
on National Honey Bee Day. Enjoy a
variety of activities and tours, and be
joined by MOM’s Organic Market -
Alexandria, which will provide
helpful information on organic lawn
care. Free. Visit
www.ahsgardening.org/about-river-
farm/events-programs/honey-bee-
day for more. Volunteers wanted to
help plant a pollinator garden; sign
up at www.signupgenius.com/go/
60b0e4ea4a729aaf58-honey.

Puppet Show: Wonderment
Puppet Theater. 10 and 11:15
a.m. at the Durant Center, 1605
Cameron St. Alexandria’s Office of
the Arts hosts monthly puppet shows
that are fun for the very young and
the young at heart. A greedy troll
tries to take over the three goats’
bridge and make a meal out of them.
But the goats have different plans for
the troll. $6 per person. Call 703-
746-5565 or visit alexandriava.gov/
Webtrac, enter as guest.

Youth Bike Classes. 10 a.m. at
William Ramsay Recreation Center,
5650 Sanger Ave. The City of
Alexandria is sponsoring a Youth
Learn to Ride bike class, led by the
Washington Area Bicyclist
Association, for children 6-12. Youth
Learn to Ride classes are intended for
children who have either never tried
to ride a bike or have tried but have
not been successful. Each student
must bring their own bike and
helmet. Students will ride for
approximately three hours, with
breaks every hour. $10. Register at
waba.org/blog/2019/07/youth-
learn-to-ride/.

Entertainment

High-fire contrast stoneware jewelry holder with earring hanger and ring basin by Chris
Coyle of Glenn Dale, Md.; High-fire stoneware bowl glazed ocean blue with spiraled
peek-a-boo detailing by Klaudia Levin of Silver Spring, Md.; Impressed porcelain ce-
ramic collander for berries, cherries and more by Ana Cavalcanti of Bethesda, Md.;
High-fire sgraffito contrast platter with etched turtle by Shirley Gromen of Arlington,
Va.; Petite woodfired geometric vase with pricked detailing by Roni Polisar of
Burtonsville, Md.

Art Exhibit: Piercings, Clay Body Art and Carving
The season is shaping up to be steamy as designs are working out, clay bodies are shaping up, donning some fierce detail-

ing in “Piercings, Clay Body Art and Carving.” Ceramic Guild art becomes less hippie and more hipster as artists go epic with
an aggressive take on decoration outside the bowl. The exhibit runs through Sept. 1, gallery hours at Scope Gallery, Studio
19 of the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 North Union St. Call 703-548-6288 or visit www.scopegallery.org.

Participants of Swim for Engie III in 2018. Engie Mokhtar is center in light blue and
Doug Prince is seated at right (in the Alexandria Masters Swimming t-shirt).

Swim for Engie
In honor of Alexandria Residents Engie Mokhtar and Doug Prince. Proceeds from the Swim for Engie Swimathon will go

to John Hopkins Kimmel Cancer Center. Swimmers of all ages welcome. Saturday, Aug. 24, 8-10 a.m. at Waynewood Pool,
1027 Dalebrook Drive. $10 suggested donation. Email swimforengie@gmail.com or visit bit.ly/swim4engie for more.
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Entertainment

Jones Point Meetup. 11 a.m.-noon at
Jones Point Park, Jones Point Drive.
Join a national park ranger to
explore the long history of this little
piece of land and see the last
remaining inland lighthouse on the
Potomac River, once a beacon to boat
captains and commerce on the river.
Free. Call 703-235-1530 or visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
jonespoint.htm for more.

Dyke Marsh Meetup, Walk with a
Ranger. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Belle
Haven Park/ Dyke Marsh Wildlife
Preserve. Enjoy the outdoors on this
2-mile walk with a national park
ranger to see the largest freshwater
marsh in the nation’s capital. Bring a
pair of binoculars for viewing an
eagle’s nest and other marsh life.
Free. Call 703-235-1530 or visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
dykemarsh.htm.

Open House. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at School
of Rock Alexandria, 3260 Duke St.
Take a tour of the school, meet
instructors and learn more about
School of Rock’s performance-based
music programs. Lessons available in
guitar, bass, keyboard, vocals and
drums in both group and individual
lessons. Free. Call ahead to schedule
a free, 30-minute trial lesson, 571-
376-7625. Visit
alexandria.schoolofrock.com for
more.

Summer Saturdays. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston Road,
Lorton. Join Gunston Hall for a
summer of fun. Each Saturday in
June, July, and August, stop by for a
historic adventure on the grounds
and in the Visitor Center. Included
with regular admission. Call 703-
550-9220 or visit
www.gunstonhall.org/visit/guide/
upcoming-events.

Clear the Shelters. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at
Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria, 4101 Eisenhower Ave.
AWLA will take part in the national
Clear the Shelters adoption event and
adoption fees will be waived for all
adoptable animals at the AWLA
during this adoption event. To make
the event fun for the whole family,
the AWLA will be hosting a tent with
activities for superheroes of all ages,
as well as a yard sale with discounted
pet supplies, a bake sale with sweet
treats and more. Those who are not
ready to adopt, can pledge donations
at AlexandriaAnimals.org/
ClearItForward. Visit
AlexandriaAnimals.org or call 703-
746-4774.

Mount Vernon Nights: Hooray for
Bollywood (Indian Bollywood
dance). 7-8 p.m. at The Workhouse
Arts Center, 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. Performances will range from
disco to Indian Bollywood and
acoustic blues to big band.Bring a
picnic dinner and a blanket and enjoy
one of Fairfax County’s summer
traditions. Come early to the
Workhouse Arts Center to explore its
vibrant arts scene. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/mt-vernon-nights for
more.

Country-Western Dance. 7-9:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a dance with
lessons, 6-7 p.m. and open dancing,
7-9:30 p.m. A DJ provides music.
Couples and singles of all ages
welcome. Admission for members
$10; non-members $12; children
under 18 accompanied by a paying
adult $5. Smoke-free, alcohol-free.
BYO refreshments. Visit
www.nvcwda.org for more.

Twilight Boardwalk Stroll. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. at Huntley Meadows Park,
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Join a park
naturalist for a guided walk along the
forested paths to the wetland and
experience the park as it transitions
from day into night. Watch and listen
for beavers, owls and other nocturnal

residents. For participants age 6-
adult. $9 per person. Call 703-768-
2525 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/huntley-meadows.

SUNDAY/AUG. 18
Beyond Paper and Stone. 10 a.m.-

noon at Carlyle House Historic Park,
121 N. Fairfax St. At Beyond Paper
and Stone, staff of the Carlyle House
would like to share their love of the
collections with guests. Various
objects will be pulled from the
collections to be displayed and
discussed. Get up close and personal
with objects that are rarely on display
in the house. $15. Visit
www.novaparks.com/parks/carlyle-
house-historic-park for reservations.

Adapted Nature Hike. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Families.
Register children and adults; children
must be accompanied by a registered
adult. All are welcome to join in a
leisurely paced hike through a park.
The forested trails will be accessible,
smooth and shaded for a fun hike to
explore and examine whatever we
discover. Restrooms and water
fountain/bottle filler inside accessible
building, gravel packed trail in shade,
then boardwalk on slats, in direct sun
when out in the middle of boardwalk
but all flat. Benches at beginning and
end in shade but not on main trail.
Free. Call 703-228-6535 or register
online at registration.arlingtonva.us,
use code  #642959-M.

“Tea and Tattle.” 1-3 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Adults. Rumor, hearsay,
scuttlebutt and scandal. Can gossip
have a positive impact on society?
Hear about the origins and changing
definitions of gossip, how people
have “dished” hilariously through the
ages, and why gossiping was once
synonymous with tea-drinking.
Program includes a full English
afternoon tea. $36 for the program
and tea; $15 for the program only.
Reservations are required. Call 703-
941-7987 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/green-
spring.

Junior Docent Tours. 2-5 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St. These young historians,
grades 4 and older, will be on hand
to share highlights of the tavern and
answer questions as guests journey
through the museum. Great for

families as children connect with the
building through their peer tour
guides as well as for adults looking
for some inspiration. Included in
regular admission: $5 adults, $3
children ages 5-12, and 4 and under
are free. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org for more.

Chamber Concert Series. 3-5 p.m. at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
The Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic Association sponsors a
chamber music series, weekly
through Sept. 15, at the Lyceum in
Old Town featuring small ensembles
and soloists. This week’s performance
features the West Shore Trio. Free.
Donations are appreciated. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org or call 703-
799-8229.

Fort Hunt Park Concerts. Through
Aug. 25, Sundays, 7-8 p.m. at Fort
Hunt Park, Pavilion A, 8999 Fort
Hunt Road. All are welcome for free
community concerts held at Fort
Hunt Park every Sunday. Free. Visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
forthuntconcerts.htm for performer.

TUESDAY/AUG. 20
Jones Point Meetup. 11 a.m.-noon at

Jones Point Park, Jones Point Drive.
Join a national park ranger to
explore the long history of this little
piece of land and see the last
remaining inland lighthouse on the
Potomac River, once a beacon to boat
captains and commerce on the river.
Free. Call 703-235-1530 or visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
jonespoint.htm for more.

Geneology: Immigration and
Naturalization. 1-3 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Genealogical Society, Hollin
Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Genealogist
Sharon MacInnes will speak about
researching ancestors who
immigrated to America.  The
presentation is called “Immigration
and Naturalization from 1607 Until
Today.”  Free, open to the public.
Visit www.mvgenealogy.org for
more.

THURSDAY/AUG. 22
Fort Hunt Meetup, Walk with a

Ranger. 10:30-noon at Fort Hunt
Park, 8999 Fort Hunt Road. Join a
national park ranger on a 1.5 mile
walk through historic Fort Hunt Park,
be prepared to learn about some

Puppet Show:
Wonderment Puppet Theater

Alexandria’s Office of the Arts hosts monthly puppet shows that are fun for
the very young and the young at heart. A greedy troll tries to take over the
three goats’ bridge and make a meal out of them. But the goats have different
plans for the troll. Saturday, Aug. 17, 10 and 11:15 a.m. at the Durant Center,
1605 Cameron St. $6 per person. Call 703-746-5565 or visit alexandriava.gov/
Webtrac, enter as guest.
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World War II secrets.  Meet at Area E
parking. Free. Call 703-235-1530 for
more.

Summer Recess. 4-7 p.m. at 2425
Eisenhower Ave. (on the grassy
knoll). Enjoy live music, happy hour,
lawn games, and food. Visit
www.FB.com/AlexandriaEcon for
more.

FRIDAY/AUG. 23
Mount Vernon Nights: Lena

Seikaly Quartet (jazz). 7:30-8:30
at Grist Mill Park, 4710 Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway.
Performances will feature musical
styles from soul to and pop and
bluegrass and rock. Bring a picnic
dinner and a blanket and enjoy one
of Fairfax County’s summer
traditions. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/mt-vernon-nights for
more.

SATURDAY/AUG. 24
Swim for Engie. 8-10 a.m. at

Waynewood Pool, 1027 Dalebrook
Drive. Swim for Engie Swimathon in
honor of Alexandria Residents Engie
Mokhtar and Doug Prince. Proceeds
will go to John Hopkins Kimmel
Cancer Center. Swimmers of all ages
welcome. $10 suggested donation.
Email swimforengie@gmail.com or
visit bit.ly/swim4engie for more.

Watercolor Workshop: Unfinished
Paintings. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. (Adults) Bring in any
incomplete paintings to the session at
Green Spring Gardens. Instructor and
artist Marni Maree will point
participants in the right direction and
help resolve problem areas. Whether
it’s technique, color mixing,
composition or value, she’ll help.
Receive individual attention,
instruction and guidance to finish
those paintings or begin new ones.
Bring supplies to work in class. $93/
person. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 99F.BC10 or
call Green Spring Gardens at 703-
642-5173.

George Washington’s Alexandria.
10 a.m.-11:30 at the Torpedo
Factory, 101 N. Union St. Explore
historic Old Town Alexandria as
George Washington knew it.  This 90-
minute guided walking tour will
explore sites associated with
Washington and his closest
colleagues.  The tour begins behind
the Torpedo Factory’s south entrance,
in front of Vola’s Dockside Grill.
Free.  No reservations required.
Offered by the Office

of Historic Alexandria.  Call 703-379-
7460.

Beyond the Battlefield. 10 a.m.-noon
at Lee-Fendall House Museum &
Garden, 614 Oronoco St .A guided
walking tour of Civil War sites in
Historic Old Town featuring locations
and stories associated with soldiers,
citizens, and the enslaved, including
the occupation of Alexandria and
emancipation. $15 in advance, $20
gate. Visit www.leefendallhouse.org
or call 703-548-1789.

Fall and Winter Vegetable
Gardening. 10:30 a.m.-noon at
Burke Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
What can one plant when the
weather starts to cool? Think
healthful greens like kale, collards,
bok choy and a wealth of lettuces.
Learn what to plant when, and
simple tips for success. Learn
inexpensive techniques to extend a
harvest and even how to enjoy crops
in the dead of winter. This event is
offered by Extension Master
Gardeners. Free. Advance registration
requested at mgnv.org. Questions?
Telephone 703-228-6414 or email
mgarlalex@gmail.com.

Summer Saturdays. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston Road,

Lorton. Join Gunston Hall for a
summer of fun. Each Saturday in
June, July, and August, stop by for a
historic adventure on the grounds
and in the Visitor Center. Included
with regular admission. Call 703-
550-9220 or visit
www.gunstonhall.org/visit/guide/
upcoming-events.

Begonia Container Workshop. 1-
2:30 p.m. at Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road. (16-Adult)
Pot up a begonia in a galvanized wall
planter for an outdoor garden area
with the help of begonia expert
Johanna Zinn. Learn about beautiful
begonias types that can grow in
Virginia and how to care for them.
$38/person for the program and
$25/person for the supply fee.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 24A.DA18 or
call Green Spring Gardens at 703-
642-5173.

Mount Vernon Nights:Roy
Bookbinder (acoustic blues). 7-
8 p.m. at The Workhouse Arts
Center, 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. Performances will range from
disco to Indian Bollywood and
acoustic blues to big band.Bring a
picnic dinner and a blanket and enjoy
one of Fairfax County’s summer
traditions. Come early to the
Workhouse Arts Center to explore its
vibrant arts scene. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/mt-vernon-nights for
more.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/AUG. 24-25
33nd Annual Begonia Show and

Sale. Saturday, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.;
Sunday, noon-3:30 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Sponsored by the Potomac
branch of the American Begonia
Society. Be tempted with splashes of
color and shapes for homes and
greenhouses that last long after frosts
have put outdoor gardens to bed. The
sale offers a wide va–riety of
begonias, including subtropical
species. Free. Call Green Spring
Gardens at 703-642-5173.

SUNDAY/AUG. 25
National Dog Day. 10 a.m.-noon at

2425 Eisenhower Ave (on the grassy

knoll). On the eve of National Dog
Day, enjoy a mid-morning social,
featuring local dog businesses and
fun fido activities. Visit
www.FB.com/AlexandriaEcon for
more.

Dyke Marsh Meetup, Walk with a
Ranger. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Belle

Haven Park/ Dyke Marsh Wildlife
Preserve. Enjoy the outdoors on this
2-mile walk with a national park
ranger to see the largest freshwater
marsh in the nation’s capital. Bring a
pair of binoculars for viewing an
eagle’s nest and other marsh life.
Free. Call 703-235-1530 or visit

www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
dykemarsh.htm.

Junior Docent Tours. 2-5 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St. These young historians,
grades 4 and older, will be on hand
to share highlights of the tavern and
answer questions as guests journey
through the museum. Great for
families as children connect with the
building through their peer tour
guides as well as for adults looking
for some inspiratio. Included in
regular admission: $5 adults, $3
children ages 5-12, and 4 and under
are free. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org for more.

Chamber Concert Series. 3-5 p.m. at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
The Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic Association sponsors a
chamber music series, weekly
through Sept. 15, at the Lyceum in
Old Town featuring small ensembles
and soloists. This week’s performance
features William McDaniel, piano.
Free. Donations are appreciated. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org or call 703-
799-8229.

The Carter Gospel Singers. 4 p.m.
at the Woodlawn-Faith United
Methodist Church, 7010 Harrison
Lane. The Carter Gospel Singers of
Alexandria will be celebrating 50
years of singing ministry in honor of
the original Carter Chorus Singers.
The anniversary them is “We have
come this far by faith.” Call 571-552-
0994 or visit
www.woodlawnfaith.org for more.

Fort Hunt Park Concerts. Through
Aug. 25, Sundays, 7-8 p.m. at Fort
Hunt Park, Pavilion A, 8999 Fort
Hunt Road. All are welcome for free
community concerts held at Fort
Hunt Park every Sunday. Free. Visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
forthuntconcerts.htm for performer.

Leo (Ryan Phillips) and Follies Girls (from left to right Taegan Chirinos, Cheryl Bolt,
Erin Pugh, Kathleen West, Shannon Robichaud, Colleen Kleveno).

The Producers – A New Mel Brooks Musical
Max Bialystock, the one time king of Broadway producers, is hungry to strike it rich. Leo Bloom, an accountant with

dreams of someday becoming a theatre producer, discovers that they could get richer by producing a flop instead of a hit.
They start by finding the worst show, worst director, and worst actors. When their new production, “Springtime for Hitler,”
turns out to be a smash success, the plan is thrown off and the partners lives are thrown into chaos. Note: This show con-
tains language and adult themes. Through Aug. 17 at The Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St. $29-$34. Visit
thelittletheatre.com
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Emerging Writers Festival
The inaugural Emerging Writers Festival will celebrate, educate, and inspire emerging writers through free and low-cost

literacy arts programming. The festival plans to connect readers to new writers and give emerging writers new opportunities
and skills. Individuals can kick start their writing practice, learn about pitching editors and agents, take craft classes, or meet
their next favorite author. The festival will include more than a dozen free and low-cost writing classes with professional
writers, editors, and book industry experts. Tuition scholarships are available to writers in need of financial support. There
will also be a book fair featuring vendors selling hand-bound books, small/independent press books, and representatives from
local literary arts organizations as well as national organizations like PEN America and the Smithsonian Libraries. Friday-
Sunday, Aug. 16-18, at Old Town Books, 104 S. Union St. Visit www.emergingwritersfestival.com.

Photo by David Noles

Novelist Catherine Chung,
offers a Fiction Craft
Intensive, Saturday, Aug.
17, 10-11:30 a.m.

Jane Friedman offers a
Publishing Masterclass,
Saturday, Aug. 17, 3:30-
6:30 p.m.

Tope Folarin, author of A
Particular Kind of Black
Man, will have a reading
and signing, Saturday, Aug.
17, 7-8 p.m.
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Cats benefit from being in a foster home. We need long- and short-term
fosters for cats of all ages, mothers with litters and kittens on their own.

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer at www.lostdogrescue.org

Consider Fostering

You Can Make a Difference

visit our website,
cl ick on Participate

Entertainment

MONDAY/AUG. 26
Back to School. Fairfax County Public

Schools first day of the 2019-2020
school year. Visit www.fcps.edu/
calendars/2019-20-standard-school-
year-calendar.

TUESDAY/AUG. 27
Jones Point Meetup. 11 a.m.-noon at

Jones Point Park, Jones Point Drive.
Join a national park ranger to
explore the long history of this little
piece of land and see the last
remaining inland lighthouse on the
Potomac River, once a beacon to boat
captains and commerce on the river.
Free. Call 703-235-1530 or visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
jonespoint.htm for more.

Twilight & Tipple Tours. 6-9 p.m. at
Pope-Leighey House, 9000 Richmond
Highway. Experience Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Pope-Leighey House by
twilight. This tour series is a rare
chance to see one of Wright’s houses
illuminated against a night sky. Grab
a drink, included in the price of the
tour ticket, and walk through the
house on a leisurely, open house
style tour with plenty of time to take
stunning photos. $35. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/ for
more.

AUG. 27-SEPT. 29
Art Exhibit: “It’s a Jungle Out

There.” Gallery hours at Potomac
Fiber Arts Gallery, Studio 29,
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
North Union St. Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery presents its juried show, “It’s
a Jungle Out There.” Cheetahs, lions,
rhinos, monkeys, hippos, and the
lands that they inhabit serve as
inspiration for the pieces in this
show. Themed work will be eligible
for recognition by the jurors.  Non-
themed work may also be exhibited.
Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935.

THURSDAY/AUG. 29
Fort Hunt Meetup, Walk with a

Ranger. 10:30-noon at Fort Hunt
Park, 8999 Fort Hunt Road. Join a
national park ranger on a 1.5 mile
walk through historic Fort Hunt Park,
be prepared to learn about some
World War II secrets.  Meet at Area E
parking. Free. Call 703-235-1530 for
more.

FRIDAY/AUG. 30
Mount Vernon Nights: Mars Rodeo

(rock). 7:30-8:30 at Grist Mill Park,
4710 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway. Performances will feature
musical styles from soul to and pop
and bluegrass and rock. Bring a
picnic dinner and a blanket and enjoy

one of Fairfax County’s summer
traditions. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/mt-vernon-nights for
more.

SATURDAY/AUG. 31
Youth Bike Classes. 10 a.m. at

William Ramsay Recreation Center,
5650 Sanger Ave. The City of
Alexandria is sponsoring a Youth
Learn to Ride bike class, led by the
Washington Area Bicyclist
Association, for children 6-12. Youth
Learn to Ride classes are intended for
children who have either never tried
to ride a bike or have tried but have
not been successful. Each student
must bring their own bike and
helmet. Students will ride for
approximately three hours, with
breaks every hour. $10. Register at
waba.org/blog/2019/07/youth-
learn-to-ride/.

Dyke Marsh Meetup, Walk with a
Ranger. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Belle
Haven Park/ Dyke Marsh Wildlife
Preserve. Enjoy the outdoors on this
2-mile walk with a national park
ranger to see the largest freshwater
marsh in the nation’s capital. Bring a
pair of binoculars for viewing an
eagle’s nest and other marsh life.
Free. Call 703-235-1530 or visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
dykemarsh.htm.

Summer Saturdays. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston Road,
Lorton. Join Gunston Hall for a
summer of fun. Each Saturday in
June, July, and August, stop by for a
historic adventure on the grounds
and in the Visitor Center. Included
with regular admission. Call 703-
550-9220 or visit
www.gunstonhall.org/visit/guide/
upcoming-events.

Chamber Concert Series. 3-5 p.m. at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
The Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic Association sponsors a
chamber music series, weekly
through Sept. 15, at the Lyceum in
Old Town featuring small ensembles
and soloists. This week’s performance
features Sasha Beresovsky, piano.
Free. Donations are appreciated. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org or call 703-
799-8229.

Mount Vernon Nights: The Slocan
Ramblers (bluegrass). 7-8 p.m. at
The Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Performances will range from disco
to Indian Bollywood and acoustic
blues to big band.Bring a picnic
dinner and a blanket and enjoy one
of Fairfax County’s summer
traditions. Come early to the
Workhouse Arts Center to explore its
vibrant arts scene. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/mt-vernon-nights for
more.
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News

Source: http://school quality/virginia.gov

Student Achievement by Proficiency Level: History

City SOLs Below State Averages
From Page 3

quired for the school to comply with federal testing
requirements. Previously, high school students con-
tinued to take end-of-course tests even if they had
already earned the credits in the content area neces-
sary to graduate.

The 2018-19 school year saw the introduction of
new math SOL tests, reflecting revisions to the state
mathematics standards approved by the state Board
of Education in 2016. The introduction of the new
tests marked the end of the three-year transition to
the revised standards.

The ACPS press release concluded: “Although we
still have much work to do with academic achieve-

ment in ACPS, SOLs are just one measure of student
success. Beyond the test scores ACPS also looks at
career readiness, meeting the social and emotional
needs of all students, building character, the experi-
ences they have inside and outside of the classroom,
and how they give back to the community.

“Final school accreditation ratings for the 2019-
20 school year will be announced on Sept. 26. The
combined rates used to calculate accreditation rat-
ings include adjustments for successful instructional
support, growth of students towards proficiency in
reading and mathematics, allowances for transfer
students and English learners, and other provisions
approved by the state Board of Education.”

Gwendolyn Menefee-Smith, at right, was selected as
a Living Legend of Alexandria in 2012 along with
Dorothy Turner for their advocacy for public housing
tenants’ rights.
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Remembering
Gwendolyn Menefee-Smith

See Menefee-Smith,  Page 18

From Page 1

just needed a safe, decent place
to live,” said Menefee-Smith
when selected as a Living Leg-
end of Alexandria in 2012. “Just
because you’re in public hous-
ing, it does not need to be a
death sentence. We were tax-
payers, law-abiding decent citi-
zens and we had a right to have
voices in how and where we
lived.”

Born Sept. 23,
1943, in Bir-
mingham, Ala.,
Menefee-Smith
was the 11th of
12 children born
to Willman
Mann, a coal
miner, and his
wife Rosemary.
Known to her
family and close
friends as Peggy,
Menefee-Smith
spent her child-
hood summers
visiting a grand-
father who lived
on Princess Street before mov-
ing to the city full time as a
teenager.

“She was always looking out
for me,” said Henrietta
Johnson, the baby of the fam-
ily by five years. “Wherever she
went, I went. I think I was a
teenager before she let me cross
the street alone.”

Johnson admits that she was
the “hard-headed” one in the
family but credits Menefee-
Smith with keeping her
grounded.

“Peggy was the best big sister
you could ever want,” Johnson

said. “She is the reason I fin-
ished school and went to col-
lege. I liked the bad boys but
she kept me out of trouble and
was the reason I did something
with my life.”

In the early 1960s, Menefee-
Smith and her then husband,
Luther Menefee, began raising
a family. Following a divorce,
the single mother had limited

resources and
t e m p o r a r i l y
ended up in a
public housing
apartment.

Undeterred
by her chal-
l e n g e s ,
Menefee-Smith
utilized scholar-
ships and trans-
portation assis-
tance to attend
Northern Vir-
ginia Commu-
nity College,
then George
Mason Univer-
sity to earn a
bachelor’s de-

gree in social welfare.  She at-
tended Howard University on
a scholarship and obtained a
master’s degree while simulta-
neously working 20 hours a
week.

Along with close friend Dor-
othy Turner, Menefee-Smith
extended her advocacy to voter
registration drives and support
for politicians who were sensi-
tive to the needs of the minor-
ity community.

“My sister did a lot of things
for a lot of people,” Johnson

“Peggy was the
best big sister
you could ever
want. She is the
reason I did
something with
my life.”

— Henrietta Johnson,
sister of Gwendolyn

“Peggy” Menefee-Smith

Source: http://school quality/virginia.gov

Student Achievement by Proficiency Level: Science

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

DONATIONS
School Supplies Needed. Through

Sept. 1, join Democracy Federal
Credit Union to collect back-to-school
supply donations for the local
community. All are welcome to drop
by a Democracy FCU branch to
donate school supply items and/or

Bulletin Board

monetary donations that will benefit
students at Jefferson-Houston
Elementary School. Patrons are asked
to donate new, unopened school
supplies in to the school bus bin;
monetary donations may be made at
any branch teller window. Students’
and teachers’ wish list items include
basic school supplies, such as, wide
or college ruled notebooks, #2
pencils, crayons, scissors, glue,
markers, pocket folders, erasers,
hand sanitizer, Kleenex, rulers, etc.
Visit www.DemocracyFCU.org.

SAFETY
Free Medication and Firearm

Locking Devices. The City of
Alexandria is offering free locking
medication boxes and firearm trigger
or cable locks as part of Lock and
Talk Northern Virginia. This safety
program is a collaborative initiative
of the Suicide Prevention Alliance of
Northern Virginia. The free firearm
locks and medication lock boxes
offered from this program include
information on safe handling, along

See Bulletin,  Page 18
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I mean, he didn’t even examine me, which he 
rarely does. (The CT scan pretty much tells him 
what he needs to know, so he says.) 

In addition (or is that subtraction), he didn’t 
even ask me the standard questions he typically 
does about my quality of life, activities of daily 
living and general health and welfare. In fact, 
near the presumptive end of our appointment, as 
peculiar and uncharacteristic of an appointment 
as it was, I felt compelled to blurt out the answers 
to all the questions that he didn’t bother to ask 
that for years he’s always asked: any pain, short-
ness of breath, coughing, headaches, neuropathy, 
muscle weakness or any new or persistent symp-
toms? All he could muster was a perfunctory “Do 

And then the semi-out-of-the-blue-bombshell: 

Followed by the offer to refer us to a book that 

Helpful? Useful? 
I didn’t say it at the time because the entire 

appointment was so odd and impersonal almost. 
But WHAT?! Palliative Care? What are you talking 
about? He has never brought up palliative care 
before. (Although way back when, he had given 

You see, we know about palliative care. We’ve 
attended multiple conferences organized by 
LUNGevity, “the largest national lung cancer-fo-

care doctors often have spoken. Palliative Care 
is not hospice care but it’s a transitional level of 
care to be sure. 

If I’m transitioning, I wish somebody would 
have told me, and not by asking about my famil-
iarity with this type of care. 

In a word, palliative care is a type of down-
sizing, as best as I can describe its subtleties; 
separate and apart from hospice care which is, if 

you get my euphemism (and hopefully someone 
is meeting you at the station)? But so far as I’ve 
been told, I’m not on the last train to Clarksville 

In fact, I rarely take the train. Not that being 
on or off the train matters when one comes to the 
end of the line. 

Nevertheless, as I review in my mind what 
my oncologist said this past Monday, I have to 
wonder if he was feeding me a line, throwing 
me a line or just reciting a line that is required of 
oncologists in their regular communications with 
their cancer patients – a sort of caveat emptor for 
long-time cancer survivors who are inexplicably 
still alive (as evidence of such sentiment, my 

But I didn’t feel much like a miracle on 
Monday. I felt more like a dope. Like I was being 
told something I didn’t realize, sort of an emperor 

never experienced before; during or after any of 
our appointments. 

Previously, even at the initial Team Lourie 
meeting in late February 2009 when the hammer 
came down, I had – though having it in utter dis-

The particulars of which would be sorted out 
over the following weeks and months beginning 

And boy were they ever sorted. Ten years and 
almost six months later, I’m still sorting. 

having an off day? 
Obviously he knows that his words carry 

terrible burdens for his patients and their families. 
But he can’t simply toss out the phrase palliative 
care like it has no impact. Its impact is huge. 

It’s akin to being hit by a speeding train, the 
likes of which would prevent one from getting 
anywhere near Clarksville, let alone being on the 
last train.

Don’t Monkee 
Around With Me

News
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Menefee-Smith
said. “She was a foster parent and worked
on adoption programs. She was especially
passionate about getting kids into good
homes.”

For several years, Menefee-Smith worked
for ARHA then moved to a company in
Washington, D.C., that provided health care
for the elderly.

“There aren’t enough words to describe
the giving and caring spirit of Gwen
Menefee-Smith,” said ARHA director of
Resident and Community Services Gaynelle
Bowden-Diaz.  “She played a pivotal role
in the preservation of affordable housing
and will always be remembered for her pas-
sion and commitment to others.”

In 2010, Menefee-Smith and Turner were
presented with the ARHA Commissioners’
Special Recognition Award for their dedi-
cation and service to the ARHA community
and the residents of Alexandria. In 2012 the
two were together selected as Living Leg-
ends of Alexandria.

Menefee-Smith was preceded in death by
her husband, Donald Smith. She is survived
by her children, Eddie Menefee, Cassandria
Menefee, Steven Menefee and Sheila
Menefee; grandchildren, Devon Menefee,
Cedric Bowden, Dennis Bowden, Lakisha
Gravely and Frances Bowden. She is also
survived by her siblings, Janie Watkins,
Clara Coleman, Henrietta Johnson,
Catherine McNeil and Walter Mann.

A memorial service will be held Friday,
Aug. 16, at 11 a.m. at Alfred Street Baptist
Church, 301 S. Alfred St. A visitation will
begin at 10 a.m. Interment will take place
at Mount Pleasant Cemetery.

“I can’t begin to tell you the loss,” Johnson
said. “All my sisters were good sisters but
Peggy and I had a special connection — I
can hear her fussin’ at me now. I really was
the problem child but she was always there
for me and I thank God for that every day.”

Bulletin Board

From Page 16

with tips on how to secure firearms and
medications. Alexandria residents and
employees may call 703-746-3436 to obtain
these free life-saving devices. Suicide can be
prevented. Anyone at risk of suicide, or who
knows someone at risk, should get help right
away. Treatment works and people recover. Call
PRS CrisisLink at 703-527-4077, text
“CONNECT” to 85511 or call City of Alexandria
Emergency Services at 703-746-3401. For life-
threatening situations, call 911 immediately.

THROUGH AUG. 19
Disaster Loan Outreach Centers. Arlington

and Fairfax counties are opening Local Recovery
Centers (LRC) to assist residents and businesses
affected by the July 8, 2019 flood. This is in
conjunction with the governor’s announcement
that low-interest federal loans from the U.S.
Small Business Administration (SBA) are
available to help homeowners, renters and
businesses rebuild from storm damage. Visit visit
alexandriava.gov/Flooding for details.

MONDAY/AUG. 19
Parkinson Social Network Café Alexandria.

11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Brandywine Living at
Alexandria, 5550 Cardinal Place, Alexandria.
Come together to chat about anything, share
experiences and enjoy a light meal. Free.
Register at parkinsonsocialnetwork.org/events/
cafes/.
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

9/30/19.

9/30/19.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, 
but the best. This year marks our 40th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our 
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn 
more about our Associates and our �rm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Alexandria City | $3,450,000
Set on 2.25 acres, this one-of-a-kind property is a true sanctuary. Designed in 1939 by Frank Lloyd Wright-trained 
architect, Charles Callander, the main house remains nearly unchanged with original features including curved 
wood paneling; cascading handrails; built-in cabinetry, desks and dressers; and Callander-designed furnishings. 
A separate 1,700-SF, two-story guest house designed by another Wright apprentice compliments the design of the 
main house and overlooks a 20’x50’ heated pool. Beautiful grounds and multiple indoor/outdoor entertaining areas.
Jodie Burns 571.228.5790 
www.JodieBurns.com

Shirlington | $419,900
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo in West Village of Shirlington. 
Top �oor with a spacious open �oor plan. Balcony 
overlooks lovely courtyard. Master with en suite & walk-
in closet. Easy condo living with plenty of amenities: 
pool, �tness center, clubhouse, & shuttle to Metro. 
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

Riverside Estates | $590,000
4-bedroom, 2.5-bath terri�c turn-key home is updated 
and move-in ready! Custom chef’s kitchen with stone 
countertops. Stylish built-ins, hardwoods and a fully 
fenced back yard on a spacious lot! Visit today! 8410 
Wagon Wheel Road
Sandy McMaster 571.259.2673 
www.McMasterRealEstate.com

OPEN SAT 8/17 & SUN 8/18, 2-4

Alexandria
$485,000
Gorgeous 3-level 
townhome in sought- 
after First River Farms 
community. Remodeled 
kitchen with breakfast 
nook, stainless steel 
appliances, gas cooking, 
updated sliding glass 
door leads to large deck. 
Close to Old Town, Fort 
Belvoir, Mount Vernon 
and the GW Parkway.  
8230 La Faye Court

Kim Peele 703.244.5852  
www.ThePeeleGroup.biz

OPEN SUN 8/18, 2-4

Old Town
$1,325,000
A stunning living room 
features bookcases 
�anking the wood 
burning �replace with 
a classical architectural 
mantel. Custom trim 
details throughout nearly 
3,000 SF of living space 
on 4 levels. Beautiful 
rooftop terrace with a 
wood burning �replace. 
Off-street parking! 
HayesWoodHomes.com

Chris Hayes 703.944.7737
Gordon Wood 703.447.6138

Alexandria | $863,000
Handsome 5-bedroom, 4.5-bath colonial  situated 
on one-third of an acre. 5,000+ square feet of luxury 
living and entertaining space. Lower level rec room 
and au pair suite. Private back yard with hot tub. 
2-car attached garage. 
Kristen Jones 703.851.2556 
www.alexandriabykj.com

City of Alexandria | $675,000
Convenient location on a cul-de-sac! Large kitchen, 
hardwood �oors, �replace, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths on 
two �nished levels. Lower level mostly above grade, 
walk-out front & back. Expansive deck, brick patio, 
huge attic. Potential for expansion. 
Susan Craft 703.216.4501 
www.SusanCraft.com

Old Town
$1,995,000
Beautiful 3/4 bedroom, 
3.5 bath Harborside 
townhouse offers classic 
features and modern 
elegance with the �ow 
of a single-family home. 
Boasting a premier end-
of-row location, this stylish 
home features hardwood 
�oors, 2 �replaces, open 
chef’s kitchen, luxurious 
master suite and 2 car 
garage parking.    

Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com




