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S
anta made an early
visit to Market Square
Nov. 23 to kick off the
festivities for the city’s

annual Tree Lighting Cer-
emony.

The drizzly skies didn’t
dampen the spirits of the crowd
as Santa was joined by Mayor
Justin Wilson in lighting the
tree in front of City Hall.

“A little rain has not kept the
crowds away,” Tweeted Wilson
as he prepared to take the
stage. “It’s amazing to have the
T.C. Titans Choir here to help
us light the Market Square
tree.”

In addition to carols per-
formed by the T.C. Williams
High School Choir, the program
featured a performance of
“Santa’s Spectacular” by the
Metropolitan School of the Arts
and a visit with Santa and Mrs.
Claus.

The traditional kick off to the
holiday season took place a

Let There Be Light Tree lighting kicks off holiday season.

What Are You Thankful For?

Acting Fire Chief Corey
Smedley – “I’m thankful for
my faith, my family and
fire. ... I’m thankful for my
crazy faith, my loving
family and this wonderful
profession of firefighting –
the great community I can
serve in.”

Kristen Ward – “I’m thank-
ful for my family and all of
my co-workers and how
compassionate they are
with the people we serve
here at Everly-Wheatley
Funeral Home.”

Diego Delgado – “I’m
thankful for being at a time
and space where I can have
all my family together –
both mine and my
husband’s – that brings me
lots of joy.”

See Thankful,  Page 4

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne – “I am
thankful for my wife Linda,

our three daughters, two
grandchildren and two nice

son-in-laws. I’m thankful for
my best friend Tim Gleeson

and I’m thankful that I get to
lead an agency of women and
men who dedicate their lives

to protecting and serving. It’s
truly an honor.”

Photos and Interviews by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet

Despite the rain, children pose for a photo on Santa’s lap Nov. 23 in
Market Square.

A trio of friends pose in Market Square
following the annual tree lighting
ceremony Nov. 23 at City Hall.
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Belle View’s Favorite Cobbler
Season After Season

(703) 768-2358
1516 Belle View Blvd
Alexandria, VA 22307

$5.00 off
Offer expires 12/31/19

Mention this ad and get

Any Shoe Repair

Tuesday to Friday
8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Saturday
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
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703.765.3355
BELLE VIEW SHOPPING CENTER

1632 BELLE VIEW BOULEVARD, ALEXANDRIA

Visit us at TheVirginiaFlorist.com (including The Watergate Florist, Washington, D.C., since 2016) 

Voted Best Florist in Alexandria & Mount Vernon, 2018 (Nextdoor Wellington)  
and “Alexandria favorite” (The Alexandria Times, “Best of Alexandria”)

Established 1957 

THE VIRGINIA FLORIST

is delighted to invite you to our 62nd Annual Holiday Open House, 
4 to 6 pm on Monday, December 9.  

P lease come & celebrate the holidays with food , drink &  
our unique selection of wonderful gifts, fine art, historic maps &  

Washington's most elegant floral designs.




